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Indigenous Policy (IPJ) publishes articles, commentary, reviews, news, and announcements concerning Native
American and international Indigenous affairs, issues, events, nations, groups and media. We invite commentary
and dialogue in and between issues.
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DEADLINE FOR SUBMISSIONS FOR THE NEXT ISSUE IS December 8
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
INDIGENOUS STUDIES NETWORK (ISN) NEEDS SUPPORT
The Indigenous Studies Network (ISN) at the American Political Science Association (APSA), launched
IPJ and IPJ retains an association with ISN. ISN puts on sessions at APSA as a related group. The American
Political Science Association recently made a change to their related groups membership. To remain a
related group, ISN will need to have 35 members sign up and officially join in the next year.
APSA Members are now able to join Related Groups through the following
link: https://www.apsanet.org/User-Home/override/related. Additionally, once logged in to their APSA
account, members can join Related Groups through their user home profile, under APSA
Resources. Individuals must have an active APSA membership to have access to join a Related
Group. Members
can
find
information
on
each
Related
Group
here: https://www.apsanet.org/RESOURCES/Related-Groups.
INDIGENOUS POLICY PLANS FOR 2021-22
WE INVITE YOUR HELP AND INPUT
We wish you a fine New Year. Indigenous Policy journal is available on the web with e-mail notification of
new issues at no charge. Indigenous Policy puts out two regular issues a year (Summer and Winter), and since
summer 2006 we have published occassional special issues. We are seeking additional editors, columnists and
commentators for regular issues, and editors or editorial groups for special issues, and short articles for each issue.
We have via our web site, a regularly updated and searchable data base of Ph.D. Dissertations from Universities
Around the World on Topics Relating to Indians in the Americas, compiled by Jonathon Erlen and Jay Toth from
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Dissertation Abstracts, with recent dissertations also listed separately in each of our regular Summer and Winter
issues. IPJ is on face-Book, including some important updates since the last issue, at: https://www.facEBook.com/indigenouspolicyjournal.
As IPJ is a refereed journal, articles may be posted on a different schedule from the rest of the journal. New
articles may go up either at the same time as regular issues, or be added to already posted issues, and may or may
not remain up when issues change, until replaced by new articles. Notices go out to our list serve when new issues
are posted, and when new articles are posted. To be added to the list to receive e-mail notice of new postings of
issues, and new postings of articles, send an e-mail to Steve Sachs: ssachs@earthlink.net.
IPJ has been publishing special issues from time to time since winter 2002 and will continue to do so. These are
usually on specific issues. In addition, the Fall issues of IPJ has been devoted to carrying the Proceedings of the
American Indian Studies Section of the Western Social Science Association Meeting held the preceding April, but
with the entire WSSA meeting on the web this year, it is unnecessary to do so. We invite articles, reports,
announcements and reviews of meetings, and media, programs and events, and short reports of news, commentary
and exchange of views, as well as willingness to put together special issues.
Send us your thoughts and queries about issues and interests and replies can be printed in the next issue and/or
made by e-mail. In addition, we will carry Indigenous Studies Network (ISN) news and business so that these
pages can be a source of ISN communication and dialoguing in addition to circular letters and annual meetings at
APSA. In addition to being the newsletter/journal of the Indigenous Studies Network, we collaborate with the
Native American Studies Section of the Western Social Science Association (WSSA) and provide a dialoguing
vehicle for all our readers. This is your publication. Please let us know if you would like to see more, additional,
different, or less coverage of certain topics, or a different approach or format.
IPJ is a refereed journal. Submissions of articles should go to Editor: Leo Killsback, American Indian Studies,
Montana State University, leo.killsback@montana.edu, who will send them out for review. Our process is for nonarticle submissions to go to Steve Sachs, who drafts each regular issue. Unsigned items are by Steve. Other editors
then make editing suggestions to Steve. Thomas Brasdefer posts this Journal on the IPJ web site:
http://www.indigenouspolicy.org.
Statement of Purpose
Indigenous Policy Journal Standards and Philosophy of Publication of Scholarly Articles
In its publication of double-blind, peer-reviewed scholarly articles, the Indigenous Policy Journal aspires
the highest standards of scholarly edification and discourse on policy issues facing Indigenous peoples. In doing
so, the IPJ is informed by the important national and international policy goals of self-determination and
continuance of cultural values of indigenous people. We advise those submitting their articles to be aware of the
United Nations Declaration of the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, which provides useful guidelines for scholarly
inquiry and study of practically any policy issue that contributes to the continuance of indigenous peoples.
GUIDE TO SUBMITTING WRITINGS TO IPJ
We most welcome submissions of articles, commentary, news, media notes and announcements in some
way relating to American Indian or international Indigenous policy issues, broadly defined. Please send article
submissions electronically attached to e-mail to Editor: Leo Killsback, American Indian Studies, Montana State
University, leo.killsback@montana.edu,, who will send them out for review. All non-article submissions
(including Research Notes, which usually are non-refereed articles) go via e-mail to Steve Sachs:
ssachs@earthlink.net, or on disk, at: 1916 San Pedro, NE, Albuquerque, NM, 87110. If you send writings in Word
format, we know we can work with them. We can translate some, but not all other formats into word. If you have
notes in your submission, please put them in manually, as end notes as part of the text. Do not use an automated
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footnote/end note system that numbers the notes as you go and put them in a footer such automated notes are often
lost, and if not, may appear elsewhere in the journal, and not in your article, as several writings are posted together
in the same file. If you use any tables in a submission, please send a separate file(s) for them, as it is impossible to
work with them to put on the web when they are an integral part of a Word text. Some other format/style things are
helpful to us, and appreciated, but not an absolute requirement. As we publish in 12-point Times font, with single
spacing, and a space between paragraphs. It saves us work if we receive writings that way. Many thanks. We look
forward to seeing what you send us.
=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=
UPCOMING EVENTS
The COVID-19 (Coronavirus) Pandemic has caused the cancelation or postponement of many events.
American Indian and Alaska Native related events that have been changed are listed in "What's open and
closed in Indian Country," in "Indian Country's COVID-19 syllabus," ICT, *Last updated: Wednesday,
March 25 at 6 p.m. EDT, https://indiancountrytoday.com/news/indian-country-s-covid-19-syllabus-EiN-p5QXkW-smnaebJV6Q."
ISN PROGRAM AT APSA 2021, September 30-October 3, 2021, Seattle, WA
MOVED TO BEING VIRTUAL
The Indigenous Studies Network (ISN) will put on one or more panels and a talking circle/buiness meeting
at the 2021 American Political Science Association (APSA) Meeting, September 30 – October 3, 2021, in
Seattle, WA.
As a group of scholars unconstrained by region, level of analysis, or research methodology, the
Indigenous Studies Network is well positioned to address pluralism in political science. In line with the
theme of the 2021 call for proposals, the ISN seeks submissions that address the diverse nature of
Indigenous politics and approaches to understanding Indigenous political activity, broadly defined. We seek
submissions that broadly examine/investigate/consider the question “where, why, and how are indigenous
groups, communities, or individuals choosing to engage in politics.” In this question we seek to better
understand how, when, and why indigenous people either collectively or individually decide to and engage
in political processes at the tribal, state, federal, pantribal, and international levels.
For
more
information
contact
ISN
Chair
Richard
Witmer,
Creighton
University, RichardWitmer@creighton.edu, or http://www.apsanet.org. Laura Evans, University of Washington,
is Co-Chair.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
A list of Indigenous Language Conferences is kept at the Teaching Indigenous Languages web site at
Northern Arizona University: http://www2.nau.edu and among a large number of linguistic conferences of all
types at: http://linguistlist.org/callconf/browse-current.cfm?type=Conf, and for bilingual education in the U.S. (and
some beyond) at Dual Language Education of New Mexico: http://www.dlenm.org. A list of conferences which
have a particular focus on language documentation and conservation is found at The Resource Network for
Linguistic Diversity (RNLD) at: http://www.rnld.org/conferences. A list of Language conferences and
symposia is posted by AILA (Association Internationale de Linguistique Appliquee) at: https://aila.info.
Centre for Applied Linguistics and Multilingalism (CALM) Webinar series, begun November 19, 2020 –
April 15, 2021, is Online (Organized by Centre for Applied Linguistics and Multilingalism, National University of
Ireland,
Galway):
https://www.nuigalway.ie/calm/newseventsnuachtimeachtai/calm-seminar-series-20202021.html.
The Centre for Applied Linguistics and Multilingualism (CALM) aims to promote research in the area of
applied linguistics and multilingualism as well as to increase the awareness of issues related to language learning,
language processing and multilingualism within NUI Galway and the wider community.
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A series of free webinars has been organised for the current academic year on topics of relevance to our
research centre. Links to the events will be provided in individual posts on the CALM website and on social
media channels.
The D'Arcy McNickle Center for American Indian and Indigenous Studies at the Newberry Library, in
Chicago, has an on-going Newberry Library Seminar in American Indian Studies on Wednesdays from 5:30 - 7:30
pm at the Newberry, 60 West Walton Street, Chicago, Illinois with a meal included. “We will pre-circulate papers
to those planning to attend. If you cannot attend and want to read a paper, please contact the author directly. To
receive a copy of a paper, email mcnickle@newberry.org or call (312) 255-3552. Papers are available for request
two weeks prior to the seminar date. Please include your email address in all correspondence.” There are other
occasional events. E-mail: mcnickle@newberry.org or call (312)255-3564 to receive a copy of the paper via Email.
For
more
on
this
and
other
events
at
the
Newberry
Library
go
to:
http://www.newberry.org/mcnickle/AISSeminar.html.
The National Indian Health Board (NIHB) holds and announces many events, announced at:
https://www.nihb.org/communications/events_calendar.php.
Native American Finance Officers Association (NAFOA) holds and announces numerous evens, For details go
to: https://www.nafoa.org/.
National Center for Great Lakes Native American Culture, Inc. P O Box 1063 Portland, IN 47371 Home:
4950 North 750 East Attica, IN 47918 765-426-3022, www.ncglnac.org, kay.neumayr@ncglnac.com, holds events
throughout the year, including: 2018 NCGLNAC Academic Conference: Great Principal Peacetime Chiefs, April
21, 2018, in the Bubp Building, Jay County Fairgrounds, Portland, Indiana.
The University of North Carolina Pembroke, Pembroke, NC runs an ongoing Native American Speakers
Series, usually announced shortly ahead of time, and often at the Museum of the Southeast American Indian,
University of North Carolina Pembroke, Pembroke, NC. Among the upcoming sessions in the speakers’ series is:
actress Diane Guerrero, who is best known for her roles on the Netflix series Orange is the New
Black and Superior Donuts on CBS, April 16, 2019. For more information, email ais@uncp.edu, or call
910.521.6266. Admission to the series is free, and it is open to the public.
The Southwestern Political Science Association, which has a Race, Ethnicity and Politics Section, meets with the
Southwestern Social Science Association every October, and often has, and is open to proposals for Indigenous
panels and papers. Upcoming meetings are: Austin, Texas, Hyatt Regency, October 29-31, 2020; New Orleans,
Louisiana, The Monteleone, October 7-9, 2021; San Antonio, Texas, Hyatt Regency, October 6-8, 2022; Fort
Worth, Texas, The Omni, October 26-28, 2023. For more information go to: https://sssaonline.org/annualmeeting/future-meetings/.
NIRAKN Indigenous Knowledge Production: Generating Change through Connections at the University if
Melbourne, in Melbourne, Australia, offers numerous seminars, lectures and discussions on a range of Indigenous
topics. For information go to: http://www.nirakn.edu.au
~~~~
8th Annual Sustainable Development Conference 2020 has been moved to 2021 and will soon be announced.
Our Sustainable Development Conference - Green technology, Renewable energy and Environmental
protection, annually held in Bangkok is a perfect place to meet world’s leading professionals, scholars and
governmental representatives from all over the world in the fields of sustainable development, green energy and
environmental protection. For information go to: www.sdconference.org.
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Construction in Indian Country National Conference will be virtual, date to be announced in 2021. For details
visit: https://ciic.construction.asu.edu/content/conference-registration/.
2020 international First Nations Mens health conference is in Sydney, NSW, Australia, originally 27-29 July
2020 has been postponed to 2021. For details go to: https://www.icsconferences.org/2020-mens-conference.
9th Annual Indigenous Language (ILI) Symposium: Second Language Learners for 2020: "Indigenous
Language Institute (ILI) is monitoring the COVID-19 situation closely, and with the official declaration of
this status as a “national emergency”, we have postponed our national training workshops for the time
being. "For information visit: https://ilinative.org.
14th Biannual Advocates for Indigenous California Language Survival in 2020. has been postponed, "We at
AICLS have decided to postpone all in-person gatherings for at least the remainder of the 2020 year. 2021 events
to be announced. Our events and activities will be moved to online platforms and we are planning to host
special presentations available through Zoom, Facebook and YouTube. For details visit: http://www.aicls.org.
Seventeenth Annual Southeast Indian Studies Conference is on campus at the University of North Carolina,
Pembroke, Pembroke, NC, at the University Center Annex, is likely in 2021. Conference details will be posted to
the American Indian Studies http://www.uncp.edu/ais/ and Southeast American Indian Studies
http://www.uncp.edu/sais/ websites as they become available.
8th Intercultural Competence and Mobility: Virtual and Physical: 7th International Conference on
the Development and Assessment of Intercultural Competence may be in January 2021, in Tucson, Arizona,
and Online. For details visit: http://cercll.arizona.edu/.
Affiliated Tribes of the Northwest Indians (ATNI) Winter Convention 2021 may be in January 2021. For
information go to: http://www.atnitribes.org.
The Society For The Study Of The Indigenous Languages (SSILA) Annual Winter Meeting Online – January
7 – 10, 2021. For information go to: http://ssila.org.
Free Live Webinar, Enhanced Tribal Card Informational Webinar - Sacred Path: Tuesday, January 12, 2021,
11:00 - 12:00 PM MT, 45 minutes, plus Q&A, to Register, click link below. Must Be a Federally Recognized
Tribe to Participate. Who is Sacred Path? Sacred Path is a newly formed enterprise of the Pascua Yaqui Tribe of
Arizona, and the first in the Nation to develop an ETC. We provide the highest quality of specialized consulting
services, developing for tribal nations a Turn-Key Solution and customized ETC Program. Since 2013, Sacred Path
has been consulting with tribal nation that has also included the outsourcing of ETC card production. Contact
us at info@sacredpath.net or call us at 520-879-6238 or 520-879-6293.
World Indigenous Forum 2021 is virtual, January 13-14, 2021. For details visit:
https://www.worldindigenousforum.com/whyattend?gclid=CjwKCAiAxeX_BRASEiwAc1QdkXBsH0d53JGDxwykq6k4i885PkXa9IVaHhsauh5FW_SEhrA4c
LxkrxoCQM8QAvD_BwE.
Tribal Food Sovereignty Resource Directory virtual Webinar is January 14, 2021, For details go to:
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_YOoF233ySeiQdCM_K5zZnw.
Indian Country’s Participation in the Appointment Process Webinar, virtual, is January 14, 2021, For details
go to: https://www.ncai.org/events/2021/01/14/indian-country-s-participation-in-the-appointment-process-webinar.
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2021 Tribal Border Summit is January 14, 2021 as a Virtual Conference. For details go to:
https://www.tribalborderalliance.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/2021-tribal-border-summit-save-the-date.pdf.
Jay Treaty Border Alliance [JTBA] Virtual Meeting is January 25-26, 2021. For details go to:
https://hklaw.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_EHfE1SiUQOiiXW5GKOC50g.
"ATNI Winer Convention is January 26-28, 2021. or details go to: https://www.atni-winter.org.
WABE Winter Institute is January 28-29, 2021 at DoubleTree
Blvd. Seattle, WA 98188. For details go to: https://wabewa.org/events/.

SeaTac, 18740

International

ICALLT 2021: 15. International Conference on Applied Linguistics and Language Teaching is January 2829, 2021 in Sydney, Australia, For details search: https://waset.org/applied-linguistics-and-language-teachingconference-in-january-2021-in-sydney.
Community College Workshop: Globalizing the Community College Curriculum is virtual, January 29- 30,
2021. For details visit: https://cercll.arizona.edu/event/community-college-workshop-globalizing-the-communitycollege-curriculum/.
World Sustainable Development Summit 2021: Redefining Our Common Future for All is February 10-12,
2021 in New Delhi, India. For details visit: http://wsds.teriin.org.
Fifth International Conference on Heritage/Community Languages may be in February 2021. For details visit:
http://international.ucla.edu/nhlrc.
12th international Closing The Gap Indigenous Health Conference was scheduled for Mercure Sydney NSW,
27-29 July, 2020, but has been postponed until February 2021. For details go to:
https://www.icsconferences.org.
NCAIS Graduate Student Conference at the Newberry Library in Chicago may be in February 2021. “The
Consortium offers graduate students from NCAIS member institutions an opportunity to present papers in any
academic field relating to American Indian Studies at the Graduate Student Conference. We encourage the
submission of proposals for papers that examine a wide variety of subjects relating to American Indian and
Indigenous history and culture broadly conceived. For details go to http://www.newberry.org/.
Colorado Association for Bilingual Education (CABE) Professional Development Conference may be in
February 2021, at University of Colorado at Boulder University Memorial Center 1669 Euclid Avenue Boulder,
CO. for details visit: http://www.cocabe.org.
The 4nd Annual AFN National Water Symposium and Tradeshow may be in February 2021. For details go to:
http://www.afn.ca/Home/.
International Research Virtual Conference 2021 is February 15-20, 2021. For details go to:
https://www.naaas.org.
NAAAS & Affiliates (including the National Association of Native American Studies) 2020 Joint National
Conference is February 15-21, 2021 in Dallas, TX. For details visit: https://www.naaas.org.
NCAI 2021 Executive Council Winter Session is February 21-25, 2021, in Washington, DC. For details visit:
http://www.ncai.org/conferences-events/ncai-events.
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The 17th International Conference on Environmental, Cultural, Economic & Social Sustainability:
Accelerating the Transition to Sustainability: Policy Solutions for Climate Emergency is February 24-26,
2020 in Amsterdam, Netherlands. For details visit: http://onsustainability.com/2020-conference.
50th National Association for Bilingual Education Annual Conference (NABE) may be in March (Dates to be
announced) 2021 in Houston, TX. For details go to: http://www.nabe-conference.com.
NCAIS Spring Workshop in Research Methods: Sovereignty and Survivance in Spatial Archives and Urban
Landscapes may be in March 2021. For details visit: https://www.newberry.org/ncais-spring-workshop-researchmethods.
The 44th Annual California Conference on American Indian Education may be in March 2021. For more
information, contact: Achel McBride: (530)895-4212 x 110, Irma Amaro: (707)464-3512, or Judy Delgado at 916319-0506, judelgado@cde.ca.gov, or go to: http://www.ccaie.org/.
The National Association for Ethnic Studies (NAES) 48th Annual Conference is in March, 2021. For details
contact National Association for Ethnic Studies (NAES), Department of Ethnic Studies, Colorado State University,
1790 Campus Delivery, Fort Collins, CO 80523-179, www.ethnicstudies.org.
SWCOLT (conference on language teaching) CLTA will be virtual in 2021, dates and details to be announced.
for information go to: http://www.swcolt.org/.
American Indian Higher Education Consortium (AIHEC) 2021 Spring Board Meeting is moved to virtual on
Zoom, March 1-4. For information go to: http://www.aihec.org/who-we-are/calendar.cfm.
Embracing Languages and Cultures for a Better World: Eighth International Conference on Immersion
and Dual Language Education is March 3-6, 2021 at the Grand America Hotel, Salt Lake City, UT. For
information go to: https://l2trec.utah.edu/dliimmersionconference/index.php.
7th International Conference on Language Documentation & Conservation: Connecting Communities, Language, &
Technology is at the University of Hawai‘i at Mānoa, March 4-7, 2021. For details go to
http://ling.lll.hawaii.edu/sites/icldc/.
ICLDC 7 Connecting Communities, Languages, and Technology is March 4-7, 2021 at University of Hawai'i at
Manoa, Manoa HI. For details visit: http://icldc-hawaii.org.
Res 2021: Reservation Economic Summit is March 15-17, 2021, a Virtual Event -or- at the Paris Las Vegas
Hotel & Casino. For information go to: https://res.ncaied.org/Register.
The 2020 AAAL Virtual Conference is March 20-23, 2021. For details visit: https://www.aaal.org/2021-savethe-date.
Applied Linguistics and Language Teaching International Conference and Exhibition (ALLT 2020):
Engaging in Change: New Perspectives of Teaching and Learning is at Zayed University Convention Centre,
Dubai, United Arab Emirates, March 5–7, 2020, For details visit: https://allt-uae.zu.ac.ae/.
2021 Conference of the American Association for Applied Linguistics (AAAL) is March 21-23, 2021, in
Houston, TX. For details go to: https://www.aaal.org .
American Indian Higher Education Consortium (AIHEC) 2021 Legislative Summit is switched to virtual on
Zoom March 25-27. For information go to: http://www.aihec.org/who-we-are/calendar.cfm.
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American Indian Higher Education Consortium (AIHEC) Student Conference originally to be March 28-29,
2021, is on hold. For information go to: http://www.aihec.org/who-we-are/calendar.cfm.
American Indian Cultures and Literatures area of the PCA/ACA (Popular Culture Association/American
Culture Association) National Conference 2021 is March 32-April 4, 2021, is in Boston, MA. For details Visit:
http://www.pcaaca.org/conference/national.php.
The annual workshop of Rising Voices: Collaborative Science with Indigenous Knowledge for Climate
Solutions may be in April 2021. For details go to: iitc.org.
So What? Making Research Relevant for the Real World: 2020 SLA Graduate Student Symposium may be in
April 2021 at the University of Minnesota, Minneapolis and Saint Paul, Minnesota. For details visit:
http://carla.umn.edu/conferences/index.html.
Alaska Native Studies Conference 2021 may be in April 2021 at the University of Alaska Fairbanks campus. For
information go to: http://alaskanativestudies.org.
The
Western
Political
Science
Association
(WPSA)
2021,
April
1-3,
2021
Hyatt Regency Hotel, Seattle, WA, and will likely include one or more Race, Ethnicity and Politics panels that
could include Indigenous issues. For details go to: http://wpsa.research.pdx.edu/.
The 51st Annual Conference on African Linguistics (ACAL 52) is April 8-10, 2021at the University of Florida,
Gainesville, FL. For information visit: https://acal.linguistlist.org.
The 13th International Conference on Climate: Impacts and Responses: Adaptations: responding to
Climate Change as an Emergency is 8-9 April 2021, At UBC Robinson Square, Vancouver, BC, Canada. The
Climate Change Conference is for any person with an interest in, and concern for, scientific, policy and strategic
perspectives in climate change. It will address a range of critically important themes relating to the vexing question
of climate change. Plenary speakers will include some of the world’s leading thinkers in the fields of climatology
and environmental science, as well as numerous paper, workshop and colloquium presentations by researchers and
practitioners. For details go to: http://on-climate.com/the-conference. For details visit: http://www.peace-edcampaign.org/calendar.
39th Annual National Indian Child Welfare Association Protecting Our Children Conference is April 11-14,
2021 in Seattle, WA. For details visit: http://www.ncai.org/conferences-events/ncai-events.
48th Annual Symposium on the American Indian is at Northeastern State University, University Center,
Tahlequah, OK, may be April 12-17 2021. For details visit: https://offices.nsuok.edu/centerfortribalstudies/NSUSymposium.
United
Nations
Permanent
Forum
on
Indigenous
Issues
(UNPFII)
https://www.un.org/development/desa/indigenouspeoples/unpfii-sessions-2/sessions.html 20th Session will be held
at the United Nations Headquarters in New York, was postponed from 2020 to April 19-30, 2021. For information
visit: https://www.un.org/development/desa/indigenouspeoples/unpfii-sessions-2/sessions.html.
The annual Kares Children's Learning Center November Native Language Symposium was postponed to
April 22-23 in Albuquerque, NM. Form more information visit: https://kclcmontessori.org/about-native-languagesymposium/
NAFOA 39th Annual Conference is April 25-27, 2021 at Seminole Hard Rock Hotel & Casino in Hollywood,
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FL. For details go to https://www.nafoa.org/events/39th-annual-conference.
Native American Finance Officers Association (NAFOA) Virtual 39th Annual Conference is April 26-29,
2021. Please contact Missy Hurley: missy@nafoa.org with any questions. For details go to:
https://www.nafoa.org/.
WABE (Washington Association of Bilingual Education) Annual Conference 2021 is April 29-May 1, 2021, at
the
Davenport
Grand
Hotel, 333
W
Spokane
Falls
Blvd
Spokane, WA 99201. For details go to: https://wabewa.org/events/.
CCERBAL 2020 Conference may be at Canadian Centre for Studies and Research on Bilingualism and
Language Planning (CCERBAL), Official Languages and Bilingualism Institute (OLBI), University of
Ottawa, may be in April or May 2021. For details visit: https://ccerbal.uottawa.ca/en/activities/conferences.
NIHB - 2021 American Indian and Alaska Native National Behavioral Health Conference may be in May
2020. For details visit: https://www.ihs.gov/dbh/bhconference/.
Annual Vine Deloria, Jr. Indigenous Studies Symposium may be in May 2021 at Northwest Indian College,
Bellingham, WA., (360)392-4307, www.nwic.edu.
XVII International Conference on Minority Languages may be in May 2021. For details go to:
http://www.fil.bg.ac.rs/lang/sr/fakultet/naucni-skupovi-i-konferencije/
Society,
Identity,
and
Transformation in
Language
Teacher
Education
th
12 International Language Teacher Education Conference may be in May or June 2021, at the Graduate
Hotel, Minneapolis, MN. For details go to: http://carla.umn.edu.
Annual Workshop on American Indigenous Languages (WAIL2021) may be in May 2021, at UCSB
Department
of
Linguistics.
For
information
visit:
http://www.linguistics.ucsb.edu
or
http://osl.sa.ucsb.edu/org/nail/WAIL.
NCAI, Tribal Border Alliance Summit is May 5-7, 2020 is at Casino Del Sol Resort, Tucson, AZ. For details,
visit, https://10times.com/tribal-border-summit.
NAFOA Introductory Tribal Financial and Accounting Certificate Course is May 18-21, 2021 at Ohio State
University in Athens, OH. for information contact: https://www.nafoa.org/events/introductory-tribal-financial-andaccounting-certificate.
The Society of American Indian Government Employees (SAIGE) is a national non-profit organization that
advocates for American Indian and Alaska Native federal employees. SAIGE 18th Annual National Training
Program is likely to be in June 2021. Information is available from the Society of American Indian Government
Employees, P.O. Box 7715, Washington, D.C. 20044, www.saige.org.
The Native American Student Advocacy Institute is June 7-8 2021 in Minneapolis, MN. For details visit:
http://nasai.collegeboard.org/.
13th Austronesian and Papuan Languages and Linguistics Conference is Virtual, June, 10-12, 2021. For
information
go
to:
https://www.hf.uio.no/iln/forskning/aktuelt/arrangementer/konferanser/2020/APLL12/index.htm.

11

NCAI 2021 Mid Year Conference & Marketplace is June 20 24, 2021 at the Dena'ina Center, Anchorage, AK.
For details visit: https://www.ncai.org/events/2021/06/20/2021-mid-year-conference-marketplace.
Native American and Indigenous Studies Association (NAISA) Annual Conference is virtual June 14-21,
2021. For more information go to: https://www.naisa.org/annual-meeting/.
American Indian Higher Education Consortium (AIHEC) 2021 Summer Board Meeting originally June 2124, 2021 in Bellingham, WA, is on hold. For information go to: http://www.aihec.org/who-we-are/calendar.cfm.
The 18th Annual Global Solutions Lab Is Jun22-28, 2021, at the United Nations in New York and Chestnut Hill
College in Philadelphia, PA. Participants, from around the world, will be briefed by, interact with and
question UN experts (from the UN Development Program, UN Environmental Program, UNESCO, UNICEF,
WHO, FAO and other UN agencies) and then, working collaboratively in small teams, develop designs, programs
and strategies that deal with one of the critical problems facing our world. The participants present their work to a
group of UN corporate and foundation leaders. After this their work is published in a book.
The Global Solutions Lab is a structured learning experience that fosters creativity, disruptive innovations,
global perspectives and local solutions. It is intense, fast-paced, and for many, transformative.
For information visit: Global Solutions Lab: https://designsciencelab.com.
22nd Diné Studies Conference is at San Juan College, Farmington, New Mexico, J u n e 2 4 - 2 6 , 2 0 2 1 . For
details visit: https://dinestudies.org/conferences/.
2021 NHLRC Heritage Language Teacher Workshop may be in July 2021. For details go to:
https://nhlrc.ucla.edu/nhlrc/article/220544.
Annual TCU Meeting is July 8-10, 2021 in Salish Kootenai College, Pablo, MT. For information go to:
http://www.aihec.org/who-we-are/calendar.cfm.
American Indian Higher Education Consortium (AIHEC) 2021 Legislative Summit originally July 8-10, 2021
in Salish Kootenai College, Pablo, MT, is on hold. For information go to: http://www.aihec.org/who-weare/calendar.cfm.
The (SCOPUS/ISI) (GLOCAL) Conference on Mediterranean and European Linguistic Anthropology, 2021
is July 21-24, 2021 at National and Kapodistrian University of Athens, Greece. For information go to:
https://comela2021.uoa.gr.
2020 international First Nations womens health conference is at Mercure Sydney NSW, 27-29 July 2020. For
details go to: https://www.icsconferences.org, likely has been postponed to 2021.
The 16th Giving the Gift of Language: A Teacher Training Workshop for Native Language Instruction and
Acquisition, SILC: Strengthening Indigenous Languages and Cultures: A Teacher Training Workshop
for Native Language Instruction and Acquisition may be in August 2021. For information visit:
http://www.nsilc.org/index.htm or https://www.umt.edu/nsilc/.
AILA (Association Internationale de Linguistique Appliquee) World Congress originally August 9-14, 2020,
has been postponed to 2021, at The University of Groningen, in Groningen, The Netherlands. Visit:
http://www.aila.info.
19th AILA World Congress 2021: Virtual basis, additional hybrid layer if possible is August 15–21, 2021 at
University of Groningen, Netherlands. For information visit: https://aila.info/19th-aila-world-congress.
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Foundation for Endangered Languages (FEL) may be in the fall of 2021. For details visit:
http://www.ogmios.org/conferences.
53rd Annual Meeting of the British Association for Applied Linguistics: "Challenges and Opportunities in
Applied Linguistics" may have moved to September 2021, at Northumbria University, Newcastle, UK, For
details go to: https://aila.info/.
50th Annual Meeting of the Linguistic Association of the Southwest may be in September 2021. For details go
to: http://clas.ucdenver.edu/lasso/index.html.
National Intertribal Tax Conference 22nd
For details visit: https://intertribaltaxalliance.org

Annual

may

be

in

September

or

October

2021.

NIHB’s 38th Annual National Tribal Health Conference may be in September 2021. For details visit:
https://www.nihb.org/communications/events_calendar.php
The 9th World Sustainability Forum may be in September 2021. For details visit: http://wsforum.org.
13th International Conference on the Environmental Management of Enclosed Coastal Seas (EMECS 12) is
moved to September 6-10, 2021, at University of Hull, Kingston upon Hull, U.K. For details go to:
https://www.emecs.or.jp/en/topics/item385.
Native American Journalists Association (NAJA) - 2020 National Native Media Conference in association
with the 2020 Native American Nutrition Conference is September 15-19 ,2021. in Phoenix, AZ. For
information go to: https://najanewsroom.com.
The 6th International Conference on Multilingual Language Theories and Practices (MLTP2020has been
postponed to September 9-11. 2021 at Northumbria University in New Castle Great Brittan. The conference is
organized by MultiLingNet. For more information go to: https://baal.org.uk/annual-conference/.
The 2021 Native Broadcast Summit will be held in Phoenix, AZ, September 15-19, 2021. For details go to:
https://najanewsroom.com.
2020 AISES National Conference is September 23-26, 2021 in Tucson, AZ. For details visit:
http://www.ncai.org/conferences-events/ncai-events.
16th Language is Life Biennial Conference may be in October 2021. For details, visit: http://www.aicls.org/.
3rd International Conference on Revitalization of Indigenous
may be in October 2021. For details go to: https://ssila.org/conferences

and

Minoritized

Languages

NAAAS Regional Conference in the North East may be in October 2021. For details visit:
https://www.naaas.org/naaas-regional-conference/.
American Indigenous Research Association Meeting may be in October 2021: "As of January 2020, we have
made a decision to hold our gatherings as a moveable feast and will now also meet every other year." For details
go to: http://www.americanindigenousresearchassociation.org/annual-meeting/.
First Alaskans Institute’s 37th Annual Elders & Youth Conference (Elders & Youth) may be in October
2021 in Anchorage, Alaska. For information go to: https://firstalaskans.org/leadership-development/eldersyouth-conference/.
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UCLA IAC Fall Forum may be in October 2021, at the James West Alumni Center, UCLA, Los Angeles, CA. For
information visit: https://www.aisc.ucla.edu/events/iac_fallforum2018.aspx.
The 15th International MEDCOAST Congress on Coastal and Marine Sciences, Engineering, Management
& Conservation may be in October 2021. For details go to: conference.medcoast.net, or medcoast@medcoast.net,
http://www.medcoast.net/.
The National Association for Multicultural Education: NAME 2020 Annual International Conference: may
be in October 2021. For details visit: http://www.nameorg.org/.
WABE Fall Institute may be in October 2011. For details visit: https://wabewa.org/events/.
L2DL 2021: Critical Transnational Dialogue and Virtual Exchange may be in October 2021 at the University
of Arizona, Tucson, AZ and Online. For details go to CERCIL: https://cercll.arizona.edu/upcoming-events/.
The 53rd Algonquian Conference is at Carleton University in Ottawa, Ontario, in 2021 (possibly in October).
Information will eventually be available at: https://algonquianconference.atlas-ling.ca/eng/conference/.
FALCON 2021 Conference may be in October 2021. For details visit: http://www.aihec.org/who-weare/calendar.htm, or https://www.falcontribalcollege.org/annual-conference.
Association on American Indian Affairs 7th Annual Repatriation Conference may be in October 2021. For
details visit: http://www.ncai.org/conferences-events/ncai-events.
Annual Conference for Community-Based Heritage Language School Representatives may be in October
2021. For details go to: http://heritagelanguageschools.org/coalition/conference.
The Indigenous Studies Section will put on panels at the Midwest Popular Culture Association/Midwest
American Culture Association Annual Conference, October 10-13, 2020, at the Hyatt Regency, 151 W 5th St,
Cincinnati, OH 45202. Send questions and inquiries to the Area Chair, Anthony Adah at tony.adah@gmail.com.
For more information about the conference, including how to submit to a different area, please visit the conference
website at http://www.mpcaaca.org.
NCAI 2021 Annual Convention & Marketplace is October 10-15, 2021 in Sacramento, CA (Contracts Pending).
For details visit: http://www.ncai.org/conferences-events/ncai-events.
American Indian Higher Education Consortium (AIHEC) 2021 Fall Board Meeting, originally October 1012, 2021 in Omaha, NB, is on hold. For information go to: http://www.aihec.org/who-we-are/calendar.cfm.
NIEA Annual Convention & Trade Show 2021 Legislative Summit, originally October 13-15, 2021 in Omaha,
NB, is on hold. For information go to: http://www.aihec.org/who-we-are/calendar.cfm.
17th Annual FALCON Conference (Land-grant Programs with NIFA & FRTEP) is mid to late October 2021
in Kansas City, MO. For information go to: http://www.aihec.org/who-we-are/calendar.cfm.
23rd Annual American Indian Tourism Conference (AITC) is October 25-28, 2021 at We-Ko-Pa Casino
Resort, Yavapai Nation, Fort McDowell (Scottsdale), AZ. For details visit: https://www.aianta.org/aitc/.
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First Nations Education Administrators Association (FNEAA) 2021 National Gathering is October 27-28,
2021 at Fairmont Winnipeg, 2 Lombard Place, Winnipeg, MB R3B 0Y3 Canada. For information go to:
https://www.afn.ca/events/.
Fourteenth Native American Symposium may be in November 2021, at Southeastern Oklahoma State
University, Durant, Oklahoma. The Thirteenth Native American Symposium will focus on the various legacies and
prospects of Native America in the 21st century. Papers, presentations, creative projects, and films on all aspects of
Native American life and studies are welcome. All papers presented at the symposium will be eligible for
inclusion in the published proceedings, which will also be posted on our website, http://www.se.edu/nas/. Please
send an abstract of no more than 250 words to Dr. Mark B. Spencer by July 15 at mspencer@se.edu.
2020 IRAAL annual conference may be in November 2021 at the National University of Ireland, Galway,
Ireland. For details go to: https://iraal2019nuigalway.home.blog/.
National Center for Great Lakes Native American Culture, 2021 NCGLNAC Academic Conference may be in
November 2021. For details visit: www.ncglnac.org.
2021 SICC First Nations Language Keepers Gathering may be in November 2021. For information visit:
http://www.sicc.sk.ca.
CSU Water in the West Symposium may be in November 2021 in Denver, CO. For details visit:
https://stem.colostate.edu/events/water-in-the-west-symposium/.
10th Biennial International Indigenous Research Conference may be in November 18-22 in New Zealand. For
information visit: http://www.indigenousresearchconference.ac.nz.
The Annual Honoring Native Foodways may be in November 2021, in the University Center Annex, University
of North Carolina, Pembroke. For information go to: https://www.uncp.edu/.
Annual Tusweca Tiospaye 2019, Lakota Dakota Nakota Language Summit and First Nations Education Summit
may be in November 2019 in Rapid City, SD. For details visit: http://tuswecatiospaye.org/.
51st Anniversary of the Occupation of Alcatraz by the Indians of All Tribes is in November 2021 on Alcatraz
Island. For information all (925) 297-5343 or email alltribesday2019@gmail.com.
American Society for Ethnohistory Annual Conference 2020 is November 10-14, 2021, at the 21C Museum
Hotel in Durham, NC: https://www.21cmuseumhotels.com/durham/. For details go to: http://ethnohistory.org.
La Cosecha, 2 4 t h A n n u a l D u al L a nguage C o n f e r e n c e is N o v e m b e r 1 0 - 13 , 2 02 1, de tai l s to be
announced . F o r de tails vis it: h ttp s://www .lacosechaconference.org .
47h Anniversary Conference: International Indian Treaty Council is in Waitangi, Aoteroa (New Zealand), October
27-30, 2021. For information go to: https://www.iitc.org/conferences-events/treaty-conference/.
The 2020 International Conference of Indigenous Archives, Libraries, and Museums (ATALM) is: Summits,
tours and workshops - November 30-December 2, 2020 at Renaissance Washington, DC Downtown Hotel, 999 9th
Street NW, Washington, DC. For information, visit: http://www.atalm.org. Please direct questions to
atalminfo@gmail.com.
The Annual International Conference on Poverty and Sustainable Development may be in December 2021.
For information go to: http://povertyconferences.com.
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The Annual conference of the Australian Linguistic Society, 2020, may be in December 2021. For information
go to: https://als.asn.au.
2020 World Indigenous Business Forum may be in December 2021. For details go to: http://wibf.ca/.
American Indian Higher Education Consortium (AIHEC) 2022 Annual Legislative Summit, originally
February 7-10, 2022 in Washington, DC, is on hold. For information go to: http://www.aihec.org/who-weare/calendar.cfm.
NCAI 2022 Executive Council Winter Session is February 13-17, 2022 in Washington, DC. For details visit:
http://www.ncai.org/conferences-events/ncai-events.
Embracing Languages and Cultures for a Better World: Eighth International Conference on Immersion
and Dual Language Education was October 7–10, 2020, has been moved to March 2-5, 2022, at Grand America
Hotel, Salt Lake City, UT. For information visit: https://l2trec.utah.edu/dliimmersionconference/index.php.
American Indian Higher Education Consortium (AIHEC) 2022 Spring Board Meeting is March 23-26, 2022.
For information go to: http://www.aihec.org/who-we-are/calendar.cfm.
SWCOLT/PLAN (conference on language teaching) is March 24-26, 2022 at Grand Sierra Resort, Reno, Nevada.
For information go to: http://www.swcolt.org/.
40th Annual National Indian Child Welfare Association Protecting Our Children Conference is April 3-6,
2022 in Orlando, FL. For details visit: http://www.ncai.org/conferences-events/ncai-events.
NAFOA
40th
Annual
Conference
is
April
3-5,
Seattle, WA. For details go to: https://www.nafoa.org/events.

2022

at

Hyatt

Regency

Seattle,

American Indian Cultures and Literatures area of the PCA/ACA (Popular Culture Association/American
Culture Association) National Conference 2022 is April 13-16, 2022, in Seattle, WA. For details Visit:
http://www.pcaaca.org/conference/national.php.
The 2022 Institute on Collaborative Language Research (CoLang) – held every two years may be in June or
July 2022. For information about SSILA go to: www.ssila.org.
American Indian Higher Education Consortium (AIHEC) 2023 Annual Legislative Summit is February 6-9,
2023 in Washington, DC. For information go to: http://www.aihec.org/who-we-are/calendar.cfm.
American Indian Cultures and Literatures area of the PCA/ACA (Popular Culture Association/American
Culture Association) National Conference 2023 is April -8, 2021, in San Antonio, TX. For details Visit:
http://www.pcaaca.org/conference/national.php.
ICL 21, 21st International Congress of Linguists may be in July 2023. For details go to:
https://aila.info/2018/05/06/icl-20/.
.......___///////////|\\\\\\\\\\\___.......
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ONGOING ACTIVITIES
Steve Sachs
Environmental Activities
"Worldwide Climate Activists Protest to Demand Urgent Action," Telsur, September 25, 2020,
https://www.telesurenglish.net/news/worldwide-climate-activists-demonstrated-to-demand-urgent-action20200925-0021.html, reported, "Worldwide young environmental activists demonstrated on Friday to claim
urgent action against climate change, marching for the first time after the COVID-19 pandemic began.
Led by Swede activist Greta Thunberg, demonstrators planned to march in over 3,000 locations, but
most of the activities took place online due to pandemic precautionary measures. They posted pictures on
social media and joined Zoom call to discuss climate action.
Jessica Corbett, "Activists Ramp Up Pressure on Other Insurers After Swiss Company Ditches 'ClimateWrecking' Trans Mountain Pipeline: 'Zurich's decision to walk away from the pipeline just underlines how risky
this
project
has
become,'"
Common
Dreams,
July
23,
2020,
https://www.commondreams.org/news/2020/07/23/activists-ramp-pressure-other-insurers-after-swiss-companyditches-climate-wrecking?cdorigin=rss&utm_term=AO&utm_campaign=Daily%20Newsletter&utm_content=email&utm_source=Daily%20Ne
wsletter&utm_medium=Email, reported,
"Climate campaigners and Indigenous activists celebrated
after reporting from Reuters revealed on Wednesday that the Swiss insurance giant Zurich will soon stop
providing coverage to the Canadian government-owned Trans Mountain Pipeline, increasing the pressure
on other insurers to also ditch the existing tar sands pipeline and long-delayed expansion project.
'Zurich has done the right thing by refusing to insure the Trans Mountain Pipeline any longer. Hopefully
Liberty Mutual and the other companies insuring it do the right thing before the end of August and drop it too,'
Grand Chief Stewart Phillip, president of the Union of British Columbia Indian Chiefs, said in a statement
Thursday.
'Any company insuring Trans Mountain is complicit in violations of Indigenous rights,' he explained,
'because the proposed pipeline expansion does not have the consent of all impacted First Nations along the
route.'
'Zurich's decision to drop Trans Mountain demonstrates that it's waking up the risks of this toxic project to
Indigenous land rights, local ecosystems, and the planet,' said Elana Sulakshana, energy finance campaigner at
Rainforest Action Network (RAN).
The decades-old pipeline has a long history of spills—including one at a pump station in British
Columbia last month—and Indigenous groups and climate campaigners have spent years in court fighting
against the expansion project known as TMX.
'Some of Zuirch's peers in the global insurance industry are also taking note, as eight companies now
have policies that limit or end insurance coverage for tar sands,' said Sulakshana. 'It's way past time for Liberty
Mutual and Chubb to follow suit.'
Liberty Mutual is a top target of the Stop the Money Pipeline campaign, which was launched in
January by a coalition of climate, youth, and Indigenous groups to pressure banks, insurers, and asset
managers to 'stop financing fossil fuels and deforestation and start respecting human rights and Indigenous
sovereignty.'"
Kenny Stancil, "'Bankrolling Extinction': Report Shows Big Banks Lent Over $2.6 Trillion to Fund Global
Biodiversity Destruction in 2019: 'Imagine a world in which projects can only raise capital when they have
demonstrated that they will contribute meaningfully and positively to restoring the planet's bounty and a safe
climate for all. That's the future this report envisions and builds toward," Common Dreams, October 28, 2020,
https://www.commondreams.org/news/2020/10/28/bankrolling-extinction-report-shows-big-banks-lent-over-26trillion-fund-global?cdorigin=rss&utm_term=AO&utm_campaign=Daily%20Newsletter&utm_content=email&utm_source=Daily%20Ne
wsletter&utm_medium=email, reported, "The world's largest banks in 2019 provided more than $2.6 trillion in
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loans and underwriting to economic sectors linked to the global biodiversity crisis while doing little to
monitor, let alone curb, damage to life-sustaining ecosystems."
As Sulakshana explained in an op-ed for Common Dreams earlier this month, Trans Mountain's insurance
policy is up at the end of August, so environmental advocacy groups, First Nations, and insurance campaigners
have been calling on the 11 insurers that currently cover Trans Mountain to:
'Publicly commit to not renew their insurance policy for Trans Mountain for 2020-21;
Moving forward, rule out insurance for all tar sands extraction and transport projects and companies;
Adopt a policy to ensure that projects and companies they insure have obtained the Free, Prior, and
Informed Consent of impacted communities.'
The insurers for the pipeline that she listed are Zurich (Switzerland); Lloyd's (U.K.), Liberty Mutual (U.S.);
Chubb (U.S.); AIG (U.S.), WR Berkley (U.S.); Starr (U.S.), Stewart Specialty Risk Underwriting (Canada);
Energy Insurance Mutual (U.S.); Temple Insurance (Germany), a Canadian member of the Munich Re group; and
HDI (Germany), which is owned by Talanx/Hannover Re.
'In late June, Talanx indicated that it already dropped the pipeline, and Munich Re signaled that it will not
renew its policy,' Sulakshana noted.
Reuters reported Wednesday that "Munich Re said it would review the contract given its new underwriting
guideline on oil sands."
While a spokesperson for Zurich declined to comment on the Reuters report, a Trans Mountain
spokesperson told the news agency that the Swiss insurer has decided not to renew its policy. According
to Reuters:
The Trans Mountain Pipeline's annual liability insurance contract, dated August 2019 but filed with the
Canada Energy Regulator on April 30, 2020, had shown Zurich was the lead insurer for the pipeline.
The insurance, which provides $508 million of cover, runs to August 2020, the filing showed.
Zurich was the sole insurer for the first $8 million of potential insurance payouts and the company provided
a total of $300 million in cover with other insurers, the 2019-20 energy regulatory filing showed.
Despite Zurich's decision, the Trans Mountain spokesperson said that 'there remains adequate capacity in
the market to meet Trans Mountain's insurance needs and our renewal.' Given that other insurers still plan to
provide coverage, campaigners are maintaining pressure on both companies and the Canadian government to
reconsider enabling the pipeline to continue operating and expanding.
'Insurers should protect us from risk, not accelerate climate change, Ross Hammond of the Sunrise Project
and Insure Our Future wrote in a tweet welcoming the Swiss company's move.
'The Trans Mountain Pipeline puts communities, the climate, and billions of dollars in Canadian taxpayers'
money at risk,' said Sven Biggs, Canadian Oil and Gas Program director at Stand.earth. 'Zurich's decision to walk
away from the pipeline just underlines how risky this project has become.'
Biggs added that 'it's time for the Trudeau government to take another look at this project, and ask if this is
the right time to spend over $10 billion on a pipeline that is rapidly losing the support of the financial sector.'
The Canadian arm of 350.org, in a tweet Wednesday, put the insurer's renewal decision in the context of
not only the climate emergency but also the ongoing coronavirus pandemic and campaigners' calls for a just
recovery from the public health crisis.
Nearly 200 groups in Canada including 350.org unveiled their demands for a just recovery in late May,
arguing that 'recovery efforts must not take us backward; they must accelerate the transition towards a more
healthy, sustainable, and equitable society.'
Our work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-Share Alike 3.0 License."
"UN plan to protect 30 percent of the planet by 2030 could displace hundreds of millions, NGOs and
experts warn," Survival International, September 2, 2020, https://www.survivalinternational.org/news/12455,
reported, "One hundred twenty eight environmental and human rights NGOs and experts today warn that
a United Nations drive to increase global protected areas such as national parks could lead to severe human
rights violations and cause irreversible social harm for some of the world’s poorest people.1
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In May 2021, the Conference of Parties to the Convention on Biodiversity (CBD) is set to agree on a
new target to place at least 30 percent of the Earth’s surface under conservation status by 20302. This ‘30 x
30’ target would double the current protected land area over the coming decade.3
However, concerns about the human cost of the proposal as well as its efficacy as an environmental
measure are growing as nature protection in regions such as Africa’s Congo Basin and South Asia has
become increasingly militarized in recent years. A series of recent exposés have revealed that communities
continue to be forcibly displaced and dispossessed to make way for protected areas and face severe human
rights violations by heavily armed anti-poaching agents.4
In a letter to the CBD Secretariat (https://assets.survivalinternational.org/documents/1959/final-en-ngoconcerns-over-the-proposed-30-target-for-protected-areas-and-absence-of-safeguards-for-indigenous-people-andlocal-communities-200901.pdf), the NGOs warn that as many as 300 million people could be affected unless
there are much stronger protections for the rights of indigenous peoples and other traditional land-owners
and environmental stewards.5
Environmental groups have also stated that ‘fortress conservation’ found in much of the Global South
is failing to prevent the rapid decline in biodiversity, citing how typically heavy-handed enforcement can
turn local people against conservation efforts and could actually hasten environmental destruction.6
Any further increase in protected areas, they argue, must first be preceded by an independent review
into the social impacts and conservation effectiveness of existing protected areas.
Stephen Corry of Survival International, said: "The call to make 30% of the globe into “Protected
Areas” is really a colossal land grab as big as Europe’s colonial era, and it’ll bring as much suffering and
death. Let’s not be fooled by the hype from the conservation NGOs and their UN and government funders. This
has nothing to do with climate change, protecting biodiversity or avoiding pandemics – in fact it’s more likely to
make all of them worse. It’s really all about money, land and resource control, and an all out assault on human
diversity. This planned dispossession of hundreds of millions of people risks eradicating human diversity and selfsufficiency – the real keys to our being able to slow climate change and protect biodiversity”.
Joshua Castellino of Minority Rights Group International said: “Urgent measures are needed to arrest the
imminent breach of planetary boundaries. This requires reigning in those responsible for its continued destruction,
replacing them with those responsible for its safeguarding. Making indigenous peoples pay the price for
destruction that took place in the drive towards overconsumption for profit by others constitutes not only the
bullying of the dispossessed, it reifies the quest for profit over people privileging western ‘scientific approaches’
borne out of commerce, over the traditional knowledge it subjugated, dominated and nearly destroyed on the path
to this precipice.”
Notes to Editor
1 https://www.rainforestfoundationuk.org/media.ashx/en-ngo-30-percent-target-for-protected-areas-and-absenceof-safeguards.pdf
2 The target is stated in a draft agreement called the ‘Post-2020 Global Biodiversity Framework’, which is
currently being prepared and negotiated amongst the 186 governments which are signatories to the Convention for
Biological
Diversity
(CBD).
See
here
for
the
full
document: https://www.cbd.int/doc/c/da8c/9e95/9e9db02aaf68c018c758ff14/wg2020-02-03-en.pdf
3 The CBD, adopted in 1992, is seen as the key document regarding sustainable development and provides the
overarching international policy framework for conservation. Parties to the CBD are set to adopt a post-2020
global biodiversity framework in May 2021. The draft agenda includes the objective to protect at least 30 percent
of all land and seas by 2030, a near doubling of the current target of 17 percent (Aichi Target 11).
4 See, for example, https://www.buzzfeed.com/tag/world-wildlife-fund and http://rainforestparksandpeople.org/.
5 Based on a paper published in the academic journal Nature analysing the areas most likely to be put forward as
protected areas, it is estimated that the new target could displace or dispossess as many as 300 million people. See,
Schleicher, J., Zaehringer, J.G., Fastré, C. et al. ‘Protecting half of the planet could directly affect over one billion
people’. Nat Sustain 2, 1094–1096 (2019). https://doi.org/10.1038/s41893-019-0423-y.
6 See, for example, the community-managed forests that could be threatened by conservation land grabs in the
Congo Basin, https://www.mappingforrights.org/resource/300-million-at-risk-from-cbd-drive/.
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If other organizations or individuals wish to sign on to the joint statement, please contact Fiore
Longo: fl@survivalinternational.org.
About the organisations:
Minority Rights Group International (MRG) is the leading international human rights organisation working to
secure the rights of ethnic, religious and linguistic minorities and indigenous peoples. We work with more than 150
partners in over 50 countries.
Survival International is the global movement for tribal peoples.
Press enquires:
MRG:
Samrawit
Gougsa, MRG Press
Office
(London,
UK).
M: +44 (0)790 364 5640 / samrawit.gougsa@mrgmail.org, Twitter: @SamGougsa / @MinorityRights
Survival
International:
Jonathan
Mazower,
Communications
Director.
M: +44 (0)7841 029 289, press@survivalinternational.org."
"NCAI Condemns Formal Withdrawal by the United States from the Paris Agreement; Reaffirms Tribal
Nations’ Commitment to the Accord," National Congress of American Indians (NCAI), November 4, 2020,
https://www.ncai.org/news/articles/2020/11/04/ncai-condemns-formal-withdrawal-by-the-united-states-from-theparis-agreement-reaffirms-tribal-nations-commitment-to-the-accord, stated, "The National Congress of
American Indians (NCAI) condemns the United States’ decision today to withdraw from the Paris Climate
Agreement. The Paris Agreement – a global accord designed to reduce the risks and impacts of climate
change – features roughly 200 countries as signatories; the United States today becomes the first country to
formally withdraw from it. In response, NCAI, the largest and oldest national organization comprised of
American Indian and Alaska Native tribal governments and their citizens, reaffirms its formal commitment
to support the Paris Agreement.
'While expected, today’s action by the United States represents a gut punch to the global effort to save
our planet for future generations, and a clear dereliction of the federal government’s trust and treaty
responsibilities to tribal nations to protect the ecosystems our communities and cultures depend on for their
survival,' said NCAI President Fawn Sharp. 'But tribal nations, who are among the world’s most effective and
innovative climate actors, will not be deterred. As sovereign governments, we will continue to wage an
unrelenting battle against this existential threat to humanity.'
In 2017, tribal leaders from across the United States passed NCAI Resolution MOH-17-053 to formally
support the Paris Climate Agreement. In furtherance of that resolution, earlier this year, NCAI joined more than
3,900 federal, state, and local climate leaders in signing the 'We Are Still In' Declaration
(https://www.wearestillin.com). The We Are Still In movement is the largest American coalition in support of
climate action in history. Its signatories come from all 50 states and represent more than half of the U.S.
population, nearly two-thirds of its economy, and more than half of the country’s emissions. It is are backed by
over two-thirds of U.S. citizens, who have consistently supported the country’s participation in the Paris
Agreement.
In addition, NCAI also established its Climate Action Task Force in 2018 to identify and advocate for the
policies and funding necessary to help tribal nations engage in effective, sustainable climate action, as well as
document, inform, and support the climate action initiatives of tribal nations and organizations.
'Indian Country is on the front lines of climate change. Native people disproportionately experience its
impacts, from the loss of subsistence hunting and fishing ecosystems that nourish our people, to changing weather
patterns that harm our traditional plants and medicines, to the forced relocation of a growing number of our tribal
communities,' NCAI Climate Action Task Force Co-Chairs Melanie Bahnke, Beverly Cook, and Leonard Forsman
said in a joint statement. 'Tribal nations are doing their part to reverse these alarming trends before we reach the
point of no return, and it is imperative that the United States recommit to doing its part.'
With the outcome of the U.S. Presidential Election still uncertain, NCAI calls upon the next Administration to
immediately rejoin the Paris Climate Agreement, and ensure that tribal nations have an equal seat at the national
and international climate action tables."
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Jake Johnson, "With Dirty Energy Sector Crashing, Nearly 70 Groups Urge Fed to Stop Buying Up
Wasteful Fossil Fuel Industry Debt: "The Fed needs to reduce systemic risk during this health and economic crisis
and stop boosting the industry driving climate devastation,'" Common Dreams, July 30, 2020,
https://www.commondreams.org/news/2020/07/30/dirty-energy-sector-crashing-nearly-70-groups-urge-fed-stopbuying-wasteful-fossil?cdorigin=rss&utm_term=AO&utm_campaign=Daily%20Newsletter&utm_content=email&utm_source=Daily%20Ne
wsletter&utm_medium=Email, reported, ""A coalition of nearly 70 advocacy organizations is demanding that
the Federal Reserve immediately stop using its emergency Covid-19 lending facilities to buy up fossil fuel
debt, warning that rescuing the faltering oil and gas industry is both a bad investment of public money and
disastrous for the climate.
The Federal Reserve Board's 'decision to use public funds to subsidize the fossil fuel sector exposes the
nation to significant financial losses, both due to sunk costs in failed projects and the fallout from lawsuits over
environmental catastrophe,' wrote 69 environmental, religious, and economic justice organizations in a letter (pdf)
to Fed Chairman Jerome Powell on Thursday.
'The board should not be purchasing the debts of firms that accelerate climate change by expanding fossil
fuels, create real risks of local environmental catastrophe, and threaten the lands of Indigenous people,' the letter
reads. 'The board's investment in these firms means the public now also shares a part of these risks.'"
Andrea Germanos, "Green Groups Urge Insurers to Drop Coverage of Trans Mountain Pipeline: 'Now is
the time to decisively say no to this destructive project,'" Common Dreams, August 6, 2020,
https://www.commondreams.org/news/2020/08/06/green-groups-urge-insurers-drop-coverage-trans-mountainpipeline?cdorigin=rss&utm_term=AO&utm_campaign=Daily%20Newsletter&utm_content=email&utm_source=Daily%20Ne
wsletter&utm_medium=Email, reported, "Over 140 advocacy groups released an open letter Thursday urging
insurers of Trans Mountain to drop their coverage of the tar sands 'megaproject' because it 'puts
Indigenous communities, drinking water, and our shared climate at grave risk.'
'With the policy expiring at the end of August, now is the time to decisively say no to this destructive
project,'
says the
letter (pdf:
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5b7c9307f79392b49031d551/t/5f2b9ff4e49b126a34b75b56/1596694517006/
TMX+Insurance+Letter+8-6.pdf).
The call is addressed to AIG, Chubb, Energy Insurance Limited, Liberty Mutual, Lloyd's, Munich Re,
Starr, Stewart Specialty Risk Underwriting, and W.R. Berkley. Spared from the list is Swiss insurance giant
Zurich, which announced in a victory for campaigners two weeks ago that it would no longer cover the project.
The demand from the groups including Rainforest Action Network, Greenpeace Canada, and the Union of
BC Indian Chiefs is part of a tactic by climate activists to increase pressure on insurers to stop underwriting the
fossil fuel project, which would triple the capacity of the Canadian government-owned existing pipeline and has
faced multiple legal challenges and sustained resistance from First Nations communities"
Joaqlin Estus. "Alaska Natives divided on Arctic refuge drilling," ICT, October 10, 2020,"
https://indiancountrytoday.com/news/alaska-natives-divided-on-arctic-refuge-drilling-cvDLbk2lF0qhHLMGrcktQ, reported a division among Alaska Natives on whether to allow oil and gas drilling in the Arctic
National Wildlife Refuge, "Some of the area’s for-profit Alaska Native corporations created under a 1971 claims
settlement stand to benefit from oil development. Arctic Slope Regional Corporation President and CEO Rex
Rock, Inupiaq, last year wrote an opinion piece for The Hill supporting drilling in the refuge." Some Natives
believe that a balance can be kept between some oil development for economic development, and protecting the
environment and other interests."
"Representatives of tribal governments and Native nonprofit organizations have voiced their opposition,
most recently at a forum hosted by the House Subcommittee on Energy and Mineral Resources."
" Mary David, Inupiaq, is executive vice president of the Nome-based regional nonprofit Kawerak Inc. She
said any new development will add stress to beleaguered natural ecosystems.
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'People and tribes in the region take seriously the impact of climate change because our lives are so
intertwined, connected and reliant on the environment.'”
Henry Fountain, "White House Releases New Plan for Seismic Tests in Arctic Refuge: The survey would
bring heavy trucks looking for signs of oil reserves into one of the most remote and pristine parts of the United
States," The New York Times, October 24, 2020, https://www.nytimes.com/by/lisa-friedman, reported, "The
Trump administration has relaunched long-delayed plans to conduct a seismic survey in the Arctic National
Wildlife Refuge in Alaska as a prelude to drilling for oil there.
The Bureau of Land Management on Friday released a proposal to begin a seismic survey in December that
would look for underground signs of oil reserves over more than half a million acres on the east side of the
refuge’s coastal plain. The Bureau said it would accept public comments on the plan, which was proposed by an
Alaska Native village corporation, for 14 days before deciding whether to issue a permit."
The Trump administration hopes that the testing would leas quickly to selling oil leases.
Amazon Watch stated in an August 7/20/20 E-mail, "U.S. human rights lawyer Steven Donziger has
been placed under house arrest for ONE YEAR without trial in retaliation for a historic environmental
court judgment against Chevron.
Donziger was a lead lawyer in the $9.5 billion judgment against Chevronfor dumping 16 billion
gallons of toxic oil waste in the Ecuadorian Amazon.
Chevron was found guilty and ordered to clean up its mess. Instead, the company fled Ecuador and
launched a scorched-earth offensive to bury the case in litigation and “demonize Donziger.”
Please call on the U.S. Congress to act on the request for an investigation into this injustice from
members of the European Parliament's Subcommittee on Human Rights.
Donziger has now been under house arrest for over a year for refusing to turn over his computer, cell
phone, and confidential case files to Chevron. He is the only lawyer in U.S. history who has ever been
detained pretrial on a contempt charge, and he has already been confined for four times as long as the
maximum possible sentence.
29 Nobel Laureates, hundreds of lawyers and bar associations, numerous prominent NGOs, and many
others have called for his immediate release and for Chevron to comply with the rule of law and pay what it owes
to the people of Ecuador."
Kendra Chamberlain, "‘This has got to stop’: Indigenous activists decry lingering contamination decades
after the last uranium mines closed," New Mwxico Polrical Report, November
23, 2020,
https://nmpoliticalreport.com/2020/11/23/this-has-got-to-stop-indigenous-activists-decry-lingering-contaminationdecades-after-the-last-uranium-mines-closed/?mc_cid=26623b03e1&mc_eid=cde7993ced, reported, "Thursday
night, a group of Indigenous community leaders gave presentations about the legacy of uranium mining in
the state that still threatens the health and environment of their communities, decades after the last mines
ceased operations.
From the 1940s through the early 1990s, New Mexico produced roughly 70 percent of the uranium in the
United States, which was used in nuclear weaponry during the Cold War. Members of Indigenous communities
across the state did most of the dangerous mining of the radioactive material, and those communities are
still struggling to hold the federal government accountable for cleaning up the toxic contamination that was
left behind."
Richard C. Paddock, "After Fighting Plastic in ‘Paradise Lost,’ Sisters Take On Climate Change: Melati
and Isabel Wijsen began campaigning to reduce plastic waste in Bali seven years ago. Now 19 and 17, they say the
pandemic shows that stark measures to protect the planet are possible." The New York Times, July 3, 2020,
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/07/03/world/asia/bali-sisters-plastic-climate-change.html, reported, "It was trash
season on Bali, the time of year when monsoon storms wash up tons of plastic debris onto the island’s
beaches. It was also the time for two teenage sisters, Melati and Isabel Wijsen, to organize their annual
island cleanup."
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"The sisters, now 19 and 17, are part of a young generation of global activists, including the 17-yearold Swedish climate-change advocate, Greta Thunberg, calling for urgent action to protect the planet."
With a great many people using one-use masks and other protective gear during the COVID-19
pandemic, a great many of these safety items have become litter, causing environmental problems,
particularly for water ways and oceans (Marie Fazio, "Littered Masks Cause Low Risks to You, But Endange
Eco Systems," The New York Times, July 26, 2020).
Food and Water Watch stated in an August 11, 2020 Email, "Currently we are suing the Trump
administration on many fronts. Here’s a snapshot:
Waters of the United States (WOTUS): The Trump administration is threatening the drinking water
of 117 million Americans with the biggest environmental rollback of the Clean Water Act in decades — a
dangerous new rule that eliminates Clean Water Act protections for many waterways. We’ve joined forces with
four other environmental organizations to sue the Trump administration and put a stop to this attack against our
water;
The National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA): Trump’s new rule shortcuts environmental review
and eliminates consideration of climate change impacts. It not only gives Big Oil & Gas companies rubberstamp approval for new pipelines and polluting infrastructure, but also gives Big Ag free range to expand factory
farms. Food & Water Watch is on the frontlines with a coalition of organizations that just filed a lawsuit to stop
this dangerous rollback;
Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC): In a groundbreaking lawsuit, Food & Water
Watch is fighting to force a key federal agency to follow the law and evaluate indirect effects, including
climate change, before it permits dirty fossil fuel projects; and
Slaughterhouse Food Safety Rollbacks: Food & Water Watch is leading a federal lawsuit challenging
the U.S. Department of Agriculture's new rule to remove food safety protections in hog slaughterhouses.
This illegal rule is a disaster for food safety and animal welfare."
Lakota People's Law Project stated in an E-mail, September 30, 2020, "As Keystone XL pipeline (KXL)
construction continues near our Cheyenne River Nation, youth organizers are leading the resistance! Last
Friday, a group of young activists calling themselves “Cheyenne River Grassroots Collective” held an action
to bring attention to the ongoing threat of KXL. Some were arrested, but they’ve now been released, thanks to
the support of our tribal chairman, Harold Frazier. Over the coming weeks, the Lakota People’s Law
Project will help these brave young leaders continue organizing in the community to keep the pressure on
As you may know, the Trump administration recently lost a battle at the Supreme Court over KXL: in July,
the justices upheld a Montana court’s injunction against KXL construction based on potential violations of the
Endangered Species Act. But TC Energy, the Canadian company building KXL, is working hard to get around
environmental protections and secure permits. There’s a good chance they will eventually succeed — if we don’t
stop them. Biden has said that he will shut the pipeline down if elected, but since we don’t know what will happen
in November, we must keep fighting.
Cheyenne River Grassroots Collective is doing more than just organizing demonstrations. In recent
days, it outed TC Energy for going, secretly, to several Cheyenne River Tribal Council members in a
clandestine attempt to buy off the tribe. The oil company offered $22,000 annually to each tribal member to
let the 'zombie pipeline' pass through our treaty territory unmolested. But just as the Black Hills are not for
sale, the Missouri River and the Ogallala Aquifer are not on offer to the highest bidder. KXL would put both at
risk, and we won't tolerate the destruction of our water systems.
Instead, we will collaborate with Cheyenne River Grassroots Collective and the Indigenous Environmental
Network to ramp up resistance to TC Energy and KXL. Mancamp construction continues just off our western
border. West-end districts on my reservation like Cherry Creek and Bridger, closest to KXL’s intended path, are
most vulnerable. We’ll hold events in those communities to keep the people activated against Big Oil, and
together, we will protect the Cheyenne River Nation.
Wopila tanka — thank you for your solidarity!
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Madonna Thunder Hawk
Cheyenne River Organizer
The Lakota People’s Law Project"
"Tribes make new push to shut down Dakota Access Pipeline," ICT, October 20, 2020,
https://indiancountrytoday.com/news/tribes-make-new-push-to-shut-down-dakota-access-pipeline0gKrmrKyjkqBqLWqKgu77g, reported, "Tribes opposed to the Dakota Access Pipeline once again have asked a
federal judge to stop the flow of oil while the legal battle over the line's future plays out."
Physicians for Social Responsibility (PSR) stated in an E-mail. September 24, 2020, "Please show your
support for Weymouth in their fight for health and safety.
On Friday, September 11th, an accident at the Weymouth Compressor Station released 265,000 cubic
feet of fracked gas into the air. The plant isn’t even operational yet and they are having major accidents.
Many groups warned of such risks over a year ago, including GBPSR, but were ignored. We need to send a
message to the Massachusetts Emergency Management Agency (MEMA) that Weymouth needs a safety and
evacuation plan in place before this dangerous compressor station should be allowed to go online."
For more information go to: https://www.nocompressor.com/home.
Nanette Deetz, "California tribes oppose proposed water tunnel," ICT,
October 25, 2020,
https://indiancountrytoday.com/news/california-tribes-oppose-proposed-water-tunnel-djXPP6-mzECBwJrOxEy4w, reported, "In early March, just weeks before California shut down due to COVID-19, more than 200
tribal citizens, environmentalists and others gathered in the city of Redding to protest a proposed massive
water tunnel in the state.
Members of the Yurok, Hoopa Valley, Karuk, Pit River, Winnemem Wintu, Pomo and Miwok
nations held an outdoor rally before speaking at a meeting on the Delta Tunnel Conveyance project, saying
it would destroy water quality and devastate the state’s salmon population and other important fish species
in the San Joaquin Delta estuary."
The proposed California “Water Resilience Plan" encompasses the multibillion-dollar below ground tunnel,
part of a project to pump billions of gallons of water from the San Joaquin Delta to the southern part of the state,
with a Sites Reservoir dam project in Northern California.
The Three Ute Tribes and the City of Glenwood Springs, CO have been fighting the proposal by
Rocky Mountain Industries (RMI) for a massive expansion of the Mid-Continent Limestone Quarry,
holding it would be seriously damaging environmentally, culturally and esthetically (with negative economic
impacts on Tourism). As of September 2020, the proposal was under review by the Bureau of Land Management
(BLM) (Garrett Briggs, "Protecting the hot springs and vapor caves in Glenwood Springs, Southern Ute Drum,
September 11, 2020).
Joaqlin Estus, "5 Alaska tribes protest groundwork for Tongass logging," ICT, October 20, 2020,
https://indiancountrytoday.com/news/5-alaska-tribes-protest-groundwork-for-tongass-logging-nbraYDs5UCPw8zh-ALITg, reported, "Five tribal nations of southeast Alaska [the Tlingit and Haida tribes]
are objecting to a federal agency decision that leaves the U.S. Forest Service poised to open 9 million acres in
the Tongass National Forest to logging.
The federal agency recently recommended lifting a 2001 rule that bans new road construction and
commercial logging in the Tongass, the country’s largest national forest at nearly 17 million acres."
Defenders of Wildlife announced in an E-mail, September 24, 2020, "Our Our wild world is in trouble.
Countless species are threatened by impacts from climate change, overdevelopment, industrial exploitation, and
attacks on bedrock environmental laws such as the Endangered Species Act.
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That’s why we’re launching our new Biodiversity Ambassadors program to empower activists like
you! By signing up, you’ll be able to speak out against habitat destruction, the threat of extinction, and powerful
corporations that are exploiting our planet. By taking a stand for biodiversity, you’re taking a stand for all of us!
We're looking for passionate individuals who want to:
Speak up for imperiled species and their habitat;
Advocate for strong environmental policies that protect the health of our planet;
Share their personal stories and opinions with members of Congress;
Represent themselves or their community in wildlife advocacy;
And engage in meaningful, action-oriented activities to stand up to industries and politicians aiming to sell
off our public lands and the earth’s biodiversity for profit!"
For more information go to: https://defenders.org/take-action/biodiversity-ambassadors.
For
more
information,
begin
by
going
to:
https://support.defenders.org/page/20081/survey/1?utm_medium=email&utm_source=engagingnetworks&utm_ca
mpaign=092420_BiodiversityAmbassador_SignUp&utm_content=092420+Biodiversity+Ambassador+Sign+Up&e
a.url.id=600366.
"Environmental Justice and Indigenous Communities," First Nations Development Institute, October 9,
2020, via E-mail, stated, "First Nations is excited to publish four upcoming articles in partnership
with Nonprofit Quarterly, each focused on environmental justice and Indigenous communities in the United
States.
First Nations Vice President of Grantmaking, Development, and Communications, Raymond
Foxworth, kicks off the first-ever series, writing:
'Too often, Native voices in all aspects of American life are silenced and marginalized, and this has
continued to be the case in the global environmental justice movement. This series is an attempt to bring Native
leaders working for environmental justice in their communities into the conversation, to speak for themselves and
discuss how they are mobilizing to stop environmental degradation and racism and build more sustainable futures
for their communities and beyond.'
Dr. Foxworth goes on to explain how Native nations are reversing histories of exploitation, and how Native
nations and Native organizations are actively fighting for the protection of local resources.
Read the full article here: https://nonprofitquarterly.org/indigenous-communities-and-environmentaljustice/?bbeml=tp-pck9Q6QNPEiuBt3JmyTokQ.jggv9SBfqeESfVNPwGg-8Hg.rtdQzJ9I1qU2blbmvgt1fg.lbnqZBfynu0ij2JBderv7Og, and stay tuned for upcoming articles from these leading Indigenous
environmental leaders:
* A-dae Romero-Briones (Cochiti/Kiowa), First Nations’ director of programs and the Native Agriculture
& Food Systems Initiative
*
Kendra
Kloster (Tlingit/German),
executive
director
of
Native
Peoples
Action
* Trisha Kehaulani Watson-Sproat (Hawaiian), owner and CEO of Honua Consulting, a cultural resource
management and community planning company
The three authors will also lead a panel discussion in a webinar next week. Join us for Remaking the
Economy: Indigenous Perspectives on Climate Justice, Thursday, October 15, 2020, at 2 pm, Eastern."
More information is at: https://info.nonprofitquarterly.org/indigenous-perspectives-climate?bbeml=tppck9Q6QNPEiuBt3JmyTokQ.jggv9SBfqeESfVNPwGg-8Hg.rtdQzJ9I1qU2blbmvgt1fg.ljiKlhwMF50KXuIoi1COXUA.
"Atrocities prompt US authorities to halt funding to WWF, WCS in major blow to conservation industry,"
Survival International, October 2, 2020, https://www.survivalinternational.org/news/12475, reported, "The US
government has halted more than $12 million of funding to WWF, the Wildlife Conservation Society (WCS)
and other conservation NGOs in a major blow to the conservation industry. The move follows a bipartisan
US investigation into whether federal conservation funds supported anti-poaching guards implicated in
human rights abuses in Africa.
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Many of these organizations are behind the creation and running of Protected Areas in Africa and
Asia (including the notorious Messok Dja) that have ruined the lives of thousands of tribal and local people.
The news was revealed in a leaked government document that also details how conservation organisations
such as WWF failed to inform the US government that programs it was funding were responsible for serious
human rights abuses in many countries.
In a bombshell for the conservation industry long called for by tribal peoples and Survival International, the
leaked memo announces groundbreaking rules on how projects designed to protect nature can be funded,
including:
- Conservation organizations will no longer receive federal funds unless they have the free, prior and
informed consent of indigenous peoples.
- The US will no longer fund eco-guards, law enforcement or “activities related to relocating
communities, voluntarily or involuntarily.”
The memo, from the US Deputy Secretary of the Interior Kate MacGregor, is dated September 18th
and contains numerous revelations including:
- US government funding was misused by conservation organizations for purposes prohibited under
US laws. These include murder, severe torture, multiple rapes, and abuse.
- WWF and other organizations hid the knowledge of these abuses from the US authorities whose
funds they were receiving.
- Conservation organizations refused to cooperate with federal investigators; withheld reports that
documented the abuses; and were effectively auditing themselves.
The extent of the abuses described in the report, involving a number of international conservation
organizations, demonstrates the scale of human rights violations in conservation projects and the abject failure of
international funding bodies to monitor them.
Stephen Corry, Survival’s Director said today: 'WWF and other big conservation NGOs have been well
aware of their responsibility for gross human rights violations for decades. Survival first pointed them out
over 30 years ago. Over the last half century I’ve personally confronted dozens of corporations and
governments about their abuse of tribal peoples’ rights. None have been as duplicitous as these big
conservation NGOs. These violations ultimately damage our world too. They destroy the planet’s best
defenders. 'Fortress conservation' must be stopped, and conservationists’ current demand to turn 30% of
the Earth into Protected Areas must be rejected.'
Notes:
- This news comes days after the UN Summit on Biodiversity, where numerous heads of government
supported WWF and WCS’s call to declare 30% of the Earth as Protected Areas by 2030. The revelations in the
leaked report demonstrate how dangerous this would be.
- The new measures mean that the US government can no longer fund WCS-India’s project
supporting the so-called 'voluntary relocation' of indigenous communities. A letter from Jenu Kuruba
villages threatened with eviction, calling on the US authorities to stop 'aiding and abetting the government
and WCS’s plans to evict us from our forests,' has been sent to the US Fish and Wildlife Service more than
20 times, but is yet to receive a response."
Food Sovereignty is now a well-established movement, both Indigenous and Indigenous rooted. The
International Treaty Council (https://www.iitc.org) regularly reports on annual international food sovereignty
Indigenous meetings in the Americas. In the United States, numerous Indigenous nations have been
undertaking traditionally based agriculture. Examples are the efforts at Tohono O'odham to overcome a plague
of obesity and diabetes (see: https://www.facebook.com/TOCA-Tohono-Oodham-Community-Action137202393001616/), and at Hopii, with Hopi TutskwaPermaculure (www.hopitutskwa.org), whose "mission
is to create community-based solutions in order to pass knowledge to future generations and
rebuild culturally sustainable and healthy communities." Considerable encouragement and
networking
has
been
provided
by
Native American Food Sovereignty Alliance
(https://www.firstnations.org/projects/native-american-food-sovereignty-alliance/).
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Some call this movement agroecology. The September 2020 issue of Cultural Survival Quarterly
(https://www.culturalsurvival.org/latest) discusses agroecology in Africa (see the Alliance for Food Sovereignty
in Africa report in International Developments, below) and in "From the Mongolian Steps to the Andean
Mountains," while the discussion continues in in the December 2020 issue of CSQ.
Food
Canada
has
Indigenous
roots
and
some
Indigenous
participation
(https://foodsecurecanada.org/who-we-are/what-food-sovereignty). "Food Security Is A Goal While Food
Sovereignty Describes How To Get There. They Differ In Some Key Ways.
Food sovereignty is rooted in grassroots food movements.
Food sovereignty highlights the need for a democratic food system, one that involves inputs from
citizens as well as producers.
Food security is concerned with the protection and distribution of existing food systems.
SEVEN PILLARS OF FOOD SOVEREIGNTY
The first six pillars were developed at the https://nyeleni.org/spip.php?rubrique77 l), Mali, in 2007. The seventh
pillar – Food is Sacred - was added by members of the Indigenous Circle during the People’s Food Policy process.
1. FOCUSES ON FOOD FOR PEOPLE
Puts people’s need for food at the centre of policies
Insists that food is more than just a commodity
2. BUILDS KNOWLEDGE AND SKILLS
Builds on traditional knowledge
Uses research to support and pass this knowledge to future generations
Rejects technologies that undermine or contaminate local food systems
3. WORKS WITH NATURE
Optimizes the contributions of ecosystems
Improves resilience
4. VALUES FOOD PROVIDERS
Supports sustainable livelihoods
Respects the work of all food providers
5. LOCALIZES FOOD SYSTEMS
Reduces distance between food providers and consumers
Rejects dumping and inappropriate food aid
Resists dependency on remote and unaccountable corporations
6. PUTS CONTROL LOCALLY
Places control in the hands of local food providers
Recognizes the need to inhabit and to share territories
Rejects the privatization of natural resources
7. FOOD IS SACRED
Recognizes that food is a gift of life, and not to be squandered
Asserts that food cannot be commodified
SUGGESTED RESOURCES:
The People's Food Policy Project: Introducing Food Sovereignty in Canada by Cathleen Kneen (former
chair of Food Secure Canada)."
In all of these cases, following Indigenous knowledge that each place is different and must be
interacted with in its own terms, the details of food sovereignty vary, but the underlying principle is to
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provide healthier food and other products sustainably, with respect for the Earth in the particular place,
more abundantly and economically than is achieved in mainstream industrial agriculture.
U.S. Activities
"Great Plains Tribes Win Important Legal Fight to Protect Tribal Water and Treaty Resources," National
Congess of American Indians (NCAI), July 5, 2020, http://www.ncai.org/news/articles/2020/07/06/great-plainstribes-win-important-legal-fight-to-protect-tribal-water-and-treaty-resources, stated, "The Great Plains Tribal
Chairmen’s Association (GPTCA), the Native American Rights Fund (NARF), and the National Congress of
American Indians Fund (NCAI Fund) applaud the D.C. District Court’s decision today to vacate the U.S.
Army Corps of Engineers’ Lake Oahe easement for the Dakota Access Pipeline, and to require the removal
of all oil flowing through the pipeline by August 5, 2020. This decision ensures that the treaty-reserved rights of
the plaintiff tribes – the Standing Rock Sioux Tribe, the Cheyenne River Sioux Tribe, the Yankton Sioux Tribe,
and the Oglala Sioux Tribe – are adequately addressed, along with any other land and natural resource
considerations, in a full-fledged and well-documented environmental review process.
GPTCA, NARF, and NCAI Fund participated in a coalition of Native organizations submitting
an amicus brief in support of the plaintiff tribes during the latest proceedings in the D.C. District Court and
are encouraged by this outcome. We hope that this decision helps pave the way for full and proper environmental
impact studies as well as meaningful consultation with tribal nations that have direct or indirect stewardship over
the lands under review. Our organizations will continue to work to ensure that every time tribal lands and resources
are at stake, the environmental review processes meet all legal standards and respect the federal government’s trust
obligations to tribes set forth in federal laws."
"Historic Win in McGirt v. Oklahoma," National Congress of American Indians (NCAI), July 9, 2020,
http://www.ncai.org/news/articles/2020/07/09/historic-win-in-mcgirt-v-oklahoma, stated, "The National Congress
of American Indians (NCAI), the nation’s oldest, largest, and most representative organization comprised of
American Indian and Alaska Native tribal nations and their citizens, along with the Native American Rights
Fund (NARF), the oldest and largest legal organization devoted to protecting the rights of Native American tribes
and people, applaud this morning’s decision in the U.S. Supreme Court case, which confirmed that the
treaty-defined boundaries of the Muscogee (Creek) Nation still remain in full force today.
Through treaty, the United States 'solemnly guarantied' the Muscogee (Creek) Nation their
reservation as a 'permanent home' in exchange for leaving their eastern homelands (Treaty with the Creeks
(1832) and Treaty with the Creeks (1833)). In a later treaty, the United States reaffirmed that the reservation
was 'forever set apart as a home for said Creek Nation' (Treaty with the Creeks (1866)).
Today’s historic decision by the United States Supreme Court reaffirms that understanding. In
issuing the opinion of the Court, Justice Neil Gorsuch said, 'Today we are asked whether the land these
treaties promised remains an Indian reservation for purposes of federal criminal law. Because Congress has
not said otherwise, we hold the government to its word.'
'Through two terms of the United States Supreme Court, and as many cases and fact patterns, this question
has loomed over federal Indian law. This morning, NCAI joins the rest of Indian Country in congratulating the
Muscogee (Creek) Nation and proudly asserting that its lands remain, and will forever be considered, Indian
country – as guaranteed in their treaty relationship with the United States,' said NCAI President Fawn Sharp.
NARF Executive Director John Echohawk responded to the decision, 'In this case, the Muscogee (Creek)
Nation had to fight long and hard to protect their homelands, which were promised in their treaty agreements with
the United States. In holding the federal government to its treaty obligations, the U.S. Supreme Court put to rest
what never should have been at question. We congratulate the Nation on its success.'”
"NCAI Statement on Legal Filing by Mandan, Hidatsa and Arikara Nation Regarding Illegal Taking of
Nation’s Missouri Riverbed Property Rights," National Congress of American Indians (NCAI), July 15, 2020,
http://www.ncai.org/news/articles/2020/07/15/ncai-statement-on-legal-filing-by-mandan-hidatsa-and-arikaranation-regarding-illegal-taking-of-nation-s-missouri-riverbed-property-rights, stated, "Today, the Mandan,
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Hidatsa and Arikara Nation (MHA Nation) took steps to prevent the illegal taking of the Nation’s property
rights to minerals beneath the Missouri River on its Fort Berthold Reservation in western North Dakota.
The National Congress of American Indians (NCAI) holds firm its position in support of the MHA Nation’s
land and mineral rights, and has advocated for government-to-government consultation between the MHA
Nation and the Department of the Interior’s Office of the Solicitor to confirm the longstanding Executive
and Congressional actions declaring that the Missouri River bed within the Fort Berthold Reservation is
owned by the MHA Nation.
'The MHA Nation’s rights to the Missouri River bed minerals have been reaffirmed through a history of
longstanding, well-settled, and still applicable legal precedents, and there should be no question as to the validity
of the Nation’s claims,' says NCAI President Fawn Sharp. 'We cannot reiterate strongly enough that
consultation with tribal nations and upholding treaty obligations is not optional. It is mandatory.'
For these reasons, NCAI urges the Department of the Interior to immediately withdraw Solicitor’s Opinion
M-37056 as an unwarranted threat to longstanding tribal trust assets. The fiduciary obligation of the United States
is to protect and preserve tribal trust assets in order to ensure tribal nations have the resources needed to provide
permanent homelands for present and future generations of their citizens. Instead, M-Opinion 37056 does the
opposite, and completely reverses course on the Department of the Interior’s longstanding legal position with little
or no rationale for doing so. NCAI stands with the MHA Nation in its fight to preserve its trust assets.
To view NCAI’s resolution on this issue, please click here."
"National Native Organizations Issue Joint Statement on U.S. Census Bureau Change to 2020 Census
Operations,"
National
Congress
of
American
Indians
(NCAI),
August
5,
2020,
http://www.ncai.org/news/articles/2020/08/05/national-native-organizations-issue-joint-statement-on-u-s-censusbureau-change-to-2020-census-operations, stated, "This week, the U.S. Census Bureau announced that it is
ending its Census 2020 field operations on September 30, 2020, despite severely low response rates in
historically undercounted areas, including in many tribal areas across the country.
The National Congress of American Indians (NCAI), the Native American Rights Fund (NARF), and
the National Urban Indian Family Coalition (NUIFC) are deeply alarmed and concerned with this
unwarranted and irresponsible decision. An accurate Census count is essential to ensure fair and accurate
representation of all Americans, including this country’s First Americans, because Census data is used for
reapportionment of congressional seats and in redistricting to elect representatives at every level of
government. Ending the 2020 Census count early during a global pandemic is not only bad policy, it puts at
risk the ability of our communities to access social safety net and other benefits that a complete Census
count affords Americans wherever they are.
Our tribal nations and tribal communities have been ravaged by COVID-19, and an extension of the Census
enumeration period was a humane lifeline during an unprecedented global health catastrophe that provided
critically needed additional time to tribal nations to ensure that all of everyone in their communities are counted.
For millions of American Indians and Alaska Natives, whether they live on rural reservations or in America’s large
cities, an inaccurate Census count will decimate our ability to advocate for necessary services for our most
vulnerable communities. An incomplete count also undermines our representative system of government in
violation of the United States Constitution and in derogation of the federal government’s trust responsibilities to
tribal nations.
NCAI, NARF, and NUIFC strongly support a complete Census count and call on the United States
Congress to take urgent legislative action to include an extension of the Census field operation timelines in
the next COVID-19 package."
Native Voice Network (NVN), August 21, 2020, https://actionnetwork.org/letters/no-to-undercountingnative-american-communities-no-to-stealing-from-us-again/?source=AIO, stated, "“NO” to undercounting
American Indian and Alaska Native communities. 'YES' to a fair and complete census count!
The US. Census Bureau decided to end the census one month earlier than the October 31 deadline.
Let’s be clear of what’s at stake for American Indian and Alaska Natives: An undercount could lead
to losing as much as $1 billion per year nationally in resources that our Native communities rely on for
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healthcare,
schools,
roads,
and
other
essential
programs
and
services.
This is a deliberate act to try to draw resources away from American Indians, Alaska Natives, and
other hard-hit communities of color, while we’re focused on responding to and recovering from the
pandemic. We will not be erased. We will be visible and we will be heard.
Indigenous people and communities of color across the country are saying “No.” We’re taking a stand
against yet another scheme for stealing from Indian Country and reducing our political clout."
Let your member of Congress know that you expect them to keep their commitment to the October 31
deadline. Tell them to oppose this obvious tactic to steal resources our communities need."
"Civil Rights Leaders Call on Congress to Ensure an Accurate, Transparent, Equitable Census,"
National
Congress
of
American
Indians
(NCAI),
October
21,
2020,
https://www.ncai.org/news/articles/2020/10/21/civil-rights-leaders-call-on-congress-to-ensure-an-accuratetransparent-equitable-censusm,
Contact:
Charmaine Riley, The Leadership Conference on Civil and Human Rights, riley@civilrights.org,
202.548.7166
Kevin Perez-Allen, NALEO Educational Fund, kperezallen@naleo.org, 714.499.4481
Teresa Candori, National Urban League, tcandori@nul.org
Michelle Boykins, Asian Americans Advancing Justice | AAJC, Mboykins@advancingjustice-aajc.org,
202.296.2300 x 0144
Lycia Maddocks, National Congress of American Indians, lmaddocks@NCAI.org, 202.466.7767
stated, "While the Trump administration rushed to end data collection early last week, the 2020
Census is not over. Civil rights leaders and census experts held a press briefing Tuesday in partnership
with Ethnic Media Services to urge Congress to pass an extension to the statutory deadlines for the Census
Bureau’s data for apportionment and redistricting by 120 days each, as the Trump administration
requested last April. Bipartisan legislation has been introduced in both the House and Senate to extend these
deadlines to provide the Census Bureau the time it needs to ensure a fair and accurate 2020 Census.
A recording of the press call can be found at: https://zoom.us/rec/play/_DJR_B7YCbhXOjx_zDVqsbja837BoaOOv8qqy2VNs0wyGpfpoJSk78AJAYJ1gPqVYCfisAt0Cd9N_P.Kn3_TrtUKajB99l7?continueMode=true.
Vanita Gupta, president and CEO of The Leadership Conference on Civil and Human Rights, said: 'There’s
a domino effect at play. If you erase people from the census, the tentpoles of our democracy like federal programs
and fair elections start to fall. Congressional action is the only way to safeguard the data — and our democracy.'
'The fight for a fair and accurate Census is not over. Congress must assert its constitutional authority over
the decennial count,” said Arturo Vargas, chief executive officer at NALEO Educational Fund. “The U.S. Senate
should follow the House’s HEROES Act (H.R. 6800), which extends the December 31, 2020 deadline to deliver
the apportionment counts, to April 30, 2021. We are tremendously concerned about the lasting effects on the
Latino community of a politicized, truncated, and disaster-plagued 2020 Census.'
'Everyone in America, regardless of political affiliation or ethnicity, should be deeply troubled by the
President’s attempts to undermine and misrepresent data from the 2020 Census,” said John C. Yang, president and
executive director of Asian Americans Advancing Justice – AAJC. “The decennial census sets the standard for
data quality and should be something the U.S. Census Bureau can achieve without interference. Instead, the Trump
administration has made countless efforts to sabotage the census to erase historically undercounted communities.
The Supreme Court decision may have ended the census count but our push for accurate data continues, not only
for Asian Americans but for all Americans.'
'President Trump’s plan to exclude undocumented immigrants from the apportionment process represents a
brazen attempt to amend the Constitution of the United States through a simple memo. The American people are
being cheated of their Constitutional right to a representative government, the fair distribution of federal funds and
an accurate Census. The National Urban League will continue to resist these unlawful efforts to erase our
community through a manipulated census,' said Marc H. Morial, National Urban League president and CEO.
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Kevin Allis, CEO of the National Congress of American Indians, said: 'The Census Bureau normally needs
5 months to process the data and now, there’s less than three months to produce the apportionment counts and the
time to produce the redistricting file is decreased significantly, meaning that many American Indian and Alaska
Natives may not be accurately represented in the data. Data is very important to tribal leaders in managing their
communities. There has never been enough meaningful tribal consultation that is deserved in these kinds of
situations. This country has an obligation to communicate with Indian Country, hear their concerns, meet the
challenges, and find solutions that make sure we’re not left behind or continue to be invisible.'
'In order to allow stakeholders to assess the 2020 Census’ fitness for use, the Census Bureau should
produce the quality indicators recommended by the American Statistical Association,' said John Thompson, former
director of the US Census Bureau.'"
Earlier, NCAI posted several statements about the great need for a complete and accurate census, and
objection to the census being ended early, skewing its findings against many peoples, including Indigenous
Ameiricans (https://www.ncai.org/news/press-releasescans).
"NCAI Denounces the Continued Destruction of Sacred Sites and the Disturbing Treatment of Peaceful
Protestors on Tohono O’odham Homelands," National Congress of American Indians (NCAI), October OCT 19,
2020,
https://www.ncai.org/news/articles/2020/10/19/ncai-denounces-the-continued-destruction-of-sacred-sitesand-the-disturbing-treatment-of-peaceful-protestors-on-tohono-o-odham-homelands, stated, “'The National
Congress of American Indians (NCAI) is deeply disturbed by the intense escalation of actions by local law
enforcement targeting nonviolent protestors in the traditional Tohono O’odham Nation’s homelands of
southern Arizona. We will not stay silent while sacred sites are destroyed and unnecessary force is used
against Native and non-Native land stewards,' says NCAI President Fawn Sharp. 'The fact is the Nation should
not have to continuously fight a battle borne of the federal government’s unwillingness to commit to tribal
consultation. The Administration’s decision to build a border wall through the Nation’s sacred homelands,
to avoid due process, and to destroy such a historic and meaningful place to the O’odham people illustrates
a sheer lack of interest in a true government-to-government relationship.'
NCAI stands with the Tohono O’odham Nation and calls for the Administration to immediately stop border
wall construction and perform the necessary consultation and environmental impact surveys that would protect and
preserve land that holds sacred and irreplaceable significance to the Tohono O’odham people and their culture."
" NCAI Calls for Immediate and Thorough Investigation of Access to Care for Cheyenne River Sioux
Tribal Members with COVID-19," The National Congress of American Indians (NCAI), October 16, 2020,
https://www.ncai.org/news/articles/2020/10/16/ncai-calls-for-immediate-and-thorough-investigation-of-access-tocare-for-cheyenne-river-sioux-tribal-members-with-covid-19, stated, "The National Congress of American Indians
(NCAI) is extremely troubled to learn Cheyenne River Sioux tribal members infected with COVID-19 are being
sent from South Dakota more than seven hours away to Minnesota to access appropriate hospital care, at a time
when South Dakota is reporting that almost 20 percent of the COVID-related deaths in the state have been Native
people. While the State of South Dakota claims to have adequate bed capacity, Native patients are being diverted
to other states.
'Cheyenne River Sioux tribal members should not be treated like second-class citizens at any time,
especially when seeking care for an infectious disease that has already caused more than 2,000 deaths among
Native people across the country,' says NCAI President Fawn Sharp. 'Not only are Native people experiencing
COVID-19 infections at higher rates than the national average, the lack of access to quality healthcare and the
discrimination Native people face when attempting to access care is unfathomable. This severe imbalance in
treatment is caused by centuries of the federal government avoiding its trust responsibility to American Indian and
Alaska Native people, which has caused deep social, economic, and health disparities, resulting in an inadequate
quality of life for many in tribal communities.
NCAI stands with the Cheyenne River Sioux Tribe and calls for an immediate and thorough investigation
into the handling of these cases. NCAI also calls on the Indian Health Service and state officials to address the lack
of access to adequate healthcare facilities and hospital bed capacity for American Indians and Alaska Natives
residing in South Dakota."
31

"Protect ICWA Campaign Partners Applaud Lawsuit Challenging Data Collection Withdrawal in the
Adoption and Foster Care Analysis and Reporting System (AFCARS) Final Rule," The National Congress of
American Indians (NCAI), August 27, 2020, https://www.ncai.org/news/articles/2020/08/27/protect-icwacampaign-partners-applaud-lawsuit-challenging-data-collection-withdrawal-in-the-adoption-and-foster-careanalysis-and-reporting-system-afcars-final-rule, stated, "Today we applaud the broad coalition of tribal nations
and foster and LGBTQ+ youth organizations who filed a lawsuit challenging the 2020 Adoption and Foster
Care Analysis and Reporting System (AFCARS) Final Rule. The 2020 Rule rolled back state foster care
agency data reporting requirements and undermined the ability of tribal governments, states, policymakers,
and advocates to understand the unique experiences and needs of specific populations, and establish
effective interventions to keep children safe and end decades of overrepresentation of Indian children in
state foster care systems.
In a lawsuit filed today in Federal District Court in the Northern District of California, plaintiffs California
Tribal Family Coalition, Yurok Tribe, Cherokee Nation, and a broad array of organizations serving LGBTQ+
youth assert that the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, Administration for Children and Families
(DHHS-ACF) violated the Administrative Procedures Act when the agency issued its May 12, 2020, AFCARS
Final Rule. The Final Rule eliminated over 90 percent of the previous 60 plus AFCARS data elements for
American Indian and Alaska Native children established within the 2016 AFCARS Final Rule. AFCARS is the
federal government’s largest source of data on children who are in out of home placement.
“While this may sound like a technical data issue, at its heart the decision to not require states to collect data
acknowledging the unique political status and needs of Native children means we will continue to be unable to
fully understand how Native children and their families experience the child welfare system and support effective
solutions to stabilize families and reduce trauma to Native children. Not collecting data about Indian children and
LGTBQ+ children in effect makes these children invisible. We won’t see the important patterns and trends in their
experience and know how to use existing federal protections like the Indian Child Welfare Act to improve their
well-being,” said National Indian Child Welfare Association executive director Sarah Kastelic.
'All of the 2016 AFCARS data elements are key to ensuring that Indian children and their cases are
accurately tracked and handled throughout state systems going forward,' said Kevin J. Allis, Chief Executive
Officer of the National Congress of American Indians. 'Erasing 90 percent of the Indian children data points erases
their specific needs and cases from consideration. We should be expanding federal data on Indian children and not
immediately erasing it after the Agency has done its due diligence in creating the vital data points.'
DHHS-ACF’s stated reasons for eliminating the data elements for Indian children and families are the
perceived burden to states to collect new data and questions about the value of the data. Ironically, these same
issues were addressed in detail in the 2016 Final Rule that established the new data elements for Indian children
and families.
Read the Complaint (https://turtletalk.files.wordpress.com/2020/08/035119651658-1.pdf) from Plaintiffs in
the lawsuit.
Read
the
AFCARS
Final
Rule
on
the Federal
Register
(https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2020/05/12/2020-09817/adoption-and-foster-care-analysis-andreporting-system, an excerpt is below in Federal Agency Developments)."
"Statement on U.S. House of Representatives Passing Amendment Protecting the Mashpee Wampanoag
Tribe and its Reservation Land," The National Congress of American Indians (NCAI), July 29, 2020,
https://www.ncai.org/news/articles/2020/07/29/statement-on-u-s-house-of-representatives-passing-amendmentprotecting-the-mashpee-wampanoag-tribe-and-its-reservation-land, stated, “The inclusion of this amendment to
protect the reservation land of the Mashpee Wampanoag Tribe is a welcome development, and an
important recognition of tribal sovereignty by the U.S. House of Representatives. We urge the U.S. Senate to
include the same provisions in its appropriations bills, ensuring that the federal government respects this
tribal nation’s rights, and that we avoid long, costly litigation that could threaten its very existence.”
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"NCAI Statement on Legislative Efforts to Diminish Tribal Sovereignty in Oklahoma," The National
Congress of American Indians (NCAI), July 23, 2020, https://www.ncai.org/news/articles/2020/07/23/ncaistatement-on-legislative-efforts-to-diminish-tribal-sovereignty-in-oklahoma, stated, “'Last week’s historic
Supreme Court decision in McGirt v. Oklahoma was pivotal for its recognition of tribal sovereignty and the
perpetual sanctity of treaties with tribal nations. As the decision states, ‘The most authoritative evidence of the
Creek’s relationship to the land lies … in the treaties and statutes that promised the land to the Tribe in the first
place.’ Pursuant to this ruling, the policy of the federal government – specifically that of the U.S. Congress –
ought to be to respect the promises made to the Creek, and to all of the other tribal nations across the
country, who were promised permanent homes. In the words of Justice Gorsuch, ‘We hold the government
to its word.’
– NCAI President Fawn Sharp
NCAI’s mission is to fully protect and support the sovereignty of every tribal government across the
country. As such, we will strongly oppose any and all legislation that diminishes the sovereignty, jurisdiction,
or treaty rights of tribal nations that are affirmed in the United States Constitution, statutes, and judicial
opinions, including in the Supreme Court’s historic McGirt decision. NCAI is aware of a legislative effort
currently underway in Congress to disestablish or terminate the reservations of certain tribal nations in Oklahoma,
and we will aggressively oppose this baseless action."
"NCAI Statement on Legal Filing by Mandan, Hidatsa and Arikara Nation Regarding Illegal Taking of
Nation’s Missouri Riverbed Property Rights," The National Congress of American Indians (NCAI), July 15, 2020,
https://www.ncai.org/news/articles/2020/07/15/ncai-statement-on-legal-filing-by-mandan-hidatsa-and-arikaranation-regarding-illegal-taking-of-nation-s-missouri-riverbed-property-rights, stated, "Today, the Mandan,
Hidatsa and Arikara Nation (MHA Nation) took steps to prevent the illegal taking of the Nation’s property
rights to minerals beneath the Missouri River on its Fort Berthold Reservation in western North Dakota.
The National Congress of American Indians (NCAI) holds firm its position in support of the MHA Nation’s
land and mineral rights, and has advocated for government-to-government consultation between the MHA
Nation and the Department of the Interior’s Office of the Solicitor to confirm the longstanding Executive
and Congressional actions declaring that the Missouri River bed within the Fort Berthold Reservation is
owned by the MHA Nation.
'The MHA Nation’s rights to the Missouri River bed minerals have been reaffirmed through a history of
longstanding, well-settled, and still applicable legal precedents, and there should be no question as to the validity
of the Nation’s claims,' says NCAI President Fawn Sharp. 'We cannot reiterate strongly enough that consultation
with tribal nations and upholding treaty obligations is not optional. It is mandatory.'
For these reasons, NCAI urges the Department of the Interior to immediately withdraw Solicitor’s
Opinion M-37056 as an unwarranted threat to longstanding tribal trust assets. The fiduciary obligation of the
United States is to protect and preserve tribal trust assets in order to ensure tribal nations have the resources needed
to provide permanent homelands for present and future generations of their citizens. Instead, M-Opinion 37056
does the opposite, and completely reverses course on the Department of the Interior’s longstanding legal position
with little or no rationale for doing so. NCAI stands with the MHA Nation in its fight to preserve its trust assets.
To view NCAI’s resolution on this issue, please click https://www.ncai.org/resources/resolutions/urgingthe-department-of-the-interior-to-complete-title-and-mapping-work-in-the-missouri-river-bed-within-the-fortberthold-indian-reservation."
"Great Plains Tribes Win Important Legal Fight to Protect Tribal Water and Treaty Resources," National
Congress of American Indians (NCAI), July 6, 2020, https://www.ncai.org/news/articles/2020/07/06/great-plainstribes-win-important-legal-fight-to-protect-tribal-water-and-treaty-resources, stated, "The Great Plains Tribal
Chairmen’s Association (GPTCA), the Native American Rights Fund (NARF), and the National Congress of
American Indians Fund (NCAI Fund) applaud the D.C. District Court’s decision today to vacate the U.S.
Army Corps of Engineers’ Lake Oahe easement for the Dakota Access Pipeline, and to require the removal
of all oil flowing through the pipeline by August 5, 2020. This decision ensures that the treaty-reserved
rights of the plaintiff tribes – the Standing Rock Sioux Tribe, the Cheyenne River Sioux Tribe, the Yankton
33

Sioux Tribe, and the Oglala Sioux Tribe – are adequately addressed, along with any other land and natural
resource considerations, in a full-fledged and well-documented environmental review process.
GPTCA, NARF, and NCAI Fund participated in a coalition of Native organizations submitting an amicus
brief in support of the plaintiff tribes during the latest proceedings in the D.C. District Court and are encouraged by
this outcome. We hope that this decision helps pave the way for full and proper environmental impact studies as
well as meaningful consultation with tribal nations that have direct or indirect stewardship over the lands under
review. Our organizations will continue to work to ensure that every time tribal lands and resources are at stake,
the environmental review processes meet all legal standards and respect the federal government’s trust obligations
to tribes set forth in federal laws."
Harper Estey, "Pride 2020: Indian Country, Black Lives Matter, and the Struggle for Equality Resources,"
National
Congress
of
American
Indians
(NCAI),
June
30,
2020,
https://www.ncai.org/news/articles/2020/06/30/pride-2020-indian-country-black-lives-matter-and-the-struggle-forequality, stated, "This year’s Pride Month has been unlike any other, as a social justice movement more
powerful, diverse, and widespread than any seen in decades has swept across the United States. As the
country grapples with the issues of racism, police brutality, and confronting its history through monuments
and statues, we are also marking the 51st anniversary of the Stonewall uprising – the catalyst for the
modern fight for LGBTQ2S rights in the United States, and an incredible demonstration of a marginalized
group standing up and demanding the respect they deserve.
In the early hours of the morning on June 28, 1969, the police raided on the Stonewall Inn in the Greenwich
Village neighborhood of Manhattan, New York City. The Stonewall Inn was a popular location among the gay and
lesbian communities, and was known to cater to their most marginalized members such as drag queens and
transgender people. The LGBTQ2S community faced an anti-gay legal system in the 1950’s and 60’s, and as
tensions escalated outside the Stonewall Inn, New York’s gay community broke out into riots that lasted for more
than three days.
The Stonewall riots prompted organizations like the Gay Liberation Front and the Gay Activists Alliance to
form, setting the foundation for a half century of activism and advocacy that would bring the LGBTQ2S
community to where it is today.
Indian Country has long stood side by side with the LGBTQ2S community, and far back into time
immemorable tribes from coast to coast recognized, respected, and accepted two-spirit brothers and sisters. Just as
the Stonewall uprising impacted and inspired tribes across the country, the ongoing social justice movement gets to
the heart of the centuries long struggle Indigenous peoples have had to endure.
This month, a story similar to Stonewall has played out across the country. The death of George
Floyd at the hands of Minneapolis police spurred protests and unrest across the country, prompting an in
depth national discourse on policing in the United States, and the figures that are memorialized as statues
and monuments.
We are watching as people stand up and make sure their voices are heard and their lives respected
today, condemning oppressive practices and institutions while demanding statues and monuments to
confederate soldiers and colonizing oppressors are removed across the country.
The Stonewall uprising launched a half century of forward progress and hard fought battles for justice and
equality, bringing the LGBTQ2S community greater and greater protection under the law, and an ever growing
acceptance and love from within our culture and communities. Today’s movement for justice and equality
demands that we stand together for our marginalized and oppressed communities, always pushing for what
is right and protecting those who are vulnerable, all while bringing the same passion and commitment that
those at the Stonewall Inn did a half century ago."
Kevin J. Allis, CEO, National Congress of American Indians, "NCAI Statement on Supreme Court
Decision on DACA," NCAI, June 18, 2020, https://webmail.earthlink.net/wam/index.jsp?x=-833236514, stated,
"Standing in solidarity with our immigrant brothers and sisters, we applaud today's SCOTUS ruling
blocking the current Administration's baseless attempt to end the DACA program. Indian Country knows
from firsthand experience the painful and pervasive impacts of federal policies designed to rip apart families and
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destroy communities. DACA has always been about fundamental fairness and respecting the basic humanity of
immigrant youth, and we are heartened by the Supreme Court's decision to preserve this important program.”
"NCAI Statement on the Negative Decision in Chehalis v. Mnuchin," National Congress of American
Indians (NCAI), June 26, 2020, https://www.ncai.org/news/articles/2020/06/26/ncai-statement-on-the-negativedecision-in-chehalis-v-mnuchin|, stated, "The National Congress of American Indians (NCAI) is extremely
disappointed in today’s decision by the D.C. District Court in Confederated Tribes of the Chehalis
Reservation v. Mnuchin.
Although the Court acknowledged that Alaska Native Corporations (ANCs) 'are not federally recognized
Indian tribes but are for-profit corporations established by Congress under the Alaska Native Claims Settlement
Act', and explicitly limited its decision to 'the status of ANCs under [the Indian Self-Determination and Education
Assistance Act] and the [Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security Act]', today’s decision would result in
critical congressional funding intended for Indian tribal governments being diverted to state chartered
corporate entities with no governance authority and no governmental duties to tribal citizens in Alaska.
NCAI continues to believe that Congress intended for Title V CARES Act funding to be distributed
to Indian tribal governments."
"NCAI Calls on the FCC to Honor its Trust Responsibility to Tribal Nations During Global Pandemic,"
National
Congress
of
American
Indians
(NCAI),
July
31,
2020,
https://www.ncai.org/news/articles/2020/07/31/ncai-calls-on-the-fcc-to-honor-its-trust-responsibility-to-tribalnations-during-global-pandemic, stated, "Despite widespread requests from tribal nations, intertribal
organizations, the Assistant Secretary for Indian Affairs, Congress, various corporations, and national
broadband advocates to extend the 2.5 GHz tribal priority filing window by 180 days, earlier today the
Federal Communications Commission (FCC) announced only a 30-day extension of the 2.5 GHz Tribal
Priority Window (TPW) to September 2, 2020.
The FCC argues that '[a]n extension would delay the ability of those Tribes that have filed to receive
licenses to provide badly needed broadband service to their communities.'[1] However, the FCC record provides
no support for this assertion, which only serves to create needless and harmful division between tribal nations. As
set forth in the National Congress of American Indians’ Motion to Stay, tribal nations that have applied for the
TPW would not be harmed by an extension because the FCC has granted Special Temporary Authority to several
tribal nations to begin operating in the 2.5 GHz band,and can do so for others.[2]
The TPW is one of the few inexpensive solutions to overcoming the numerous barriers that have
prevented better connection to tribal areas, as well as preparing them for future high-speed connections. A
failure to recognize the effect of COVID-19 on the very entities the FCC seeks to help with the TPW will
affect access to basic healthcare and education across Indian Country. Significant additional time for tribal
nations to file for licenses during this window is necessary and critical.
The FCC, at a minimum, must provide the same 180-day extension to tribal nations that it gave to the cable
industry due to COVID-19.[3]Indian Health Service and Center for Disease Control data document the devastating
impacts of COVID-19 across Indian Country.[4] The FCC must uphold its trust responsibility to Indian Country,
especially during this unique time of need. Failure to do so is unacceptable. NCAI will continue to advocate for an
extension of the TPW – to enable all tribal nations the ability to access this critical resource – and calls upon
Congress to pass legislation to ensure Indian Country has access to spectrum on tribal lands.
[1] https://docs.fcc.gov/public/attachments/DA-20-819A1.pdf.
[2] http://www.ncai.org/Covid19/administrative/Motion_For_Stay_of_2.5_GHz_Tribal_Window_FINAL.pdf.[3] NCAI Emergency Motion for
Stay of the 2.5 GHz Tribal Window at 37.
[4] See Generally NCAI Policy Research Center, July 30, 2020, COVID-19 Situation
Summary, http://www.ncai.org/policy-research-center/research-data/prcpublications/NCAI_COVID19_Data_Situation_Summary_FINAL_7_30_2020.pdf.
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"NCAI Statement on the Washington Football Team’s Retirement of Racist Mascot," National
Congress of American Indians (NCAI), July 13, 2020, http://www.ncai.org/news/articles/2020/07/13/ncaistatement-on-the-washington-football-team-s-retirement-of-racist-mascot, stated, "Today is a day for all Native
people to celebrate. We thank the generations of tribal nations, leaders, and activists who worked for
decades to make this day possible. We commend the Washington NFL team for eliminating a brand that
disrespected, demeaned, and stereotyped all Native people, and we call on all other sports teams and
corporate brands to retire all caricatures of Native Americans that they use as their mascots. We are not
mascots -- we are Native people, citizens of more than 500 tribal nations who have stood strong for millennia and
overcome countless challenges to reach this pivotal moment in time when we can help transform America into the
just, equitable, and compassionate country our children deserve."
"NCAI Commends Decision by Major League Baseball’s Cleveland Franchise to Change Its 'Indians'
Name,"
National
Congress
of
American
Indians
(NCAI), December
14,
2020,
https://www.ncai.org/news/articles/2020/12/14/ncai-commends-decision-by-major-league-baseball-s-clevelandfranchise-to-change-its-indians-name, stated, "The National Congress of American Indians (NCAI) commends
today’s announcement by the Major League Baseball (MLB) franchise in Cleveland to retire its “Indians”
name and mascot, which the team has used for more than a century. Cleveland arrived at this landmark
decision following an extensive, multi-faceted process to engage with and learn from tribal nations, leaders,
scholars, local and national Native organizations, and Native people from all walks of life about how the
team’s name impacts them.
'Today’s announcement represents a monumental step forward in Indian Country’s decades-long effort to
educate America about what respect for tribal nations, cultures, and communities entails, and how sports mascots
like the ‘Indians’ prevent our fellow Americans from understanding and valuing who Native people are today,
what makes us unique, and the many contributions we make to this country,' said NCAI President Fawn Sharp.
'The genuine commitment the team has made to listen to and learn from Indian Country over the past several
months is to be applauded, and the process the team used should serve as a blueprint for sports teams and schools
across the nation as this movement for racial justice and inclusion continues to grow.'
'This decision and the team’s ensuing transition to a new name offer us an unprecedented teaching moment,
as our work is far from done. We must continue to teach all who will listen the fact that Native people are still
here, that we belong to sovereign tribal nations, and that a racially just society must center and celebrate Native
people, welcome our perspectives, and value the rich cultural diversity we bring to America’s table,” said Dr.
Aaron Payment, NCAI 1st Vice President. “It also presents an opportunity to honor the toil and sacrifice of those
who have fought for so long to enable us to reach this moment, individuals such as Clyde Warrior, Suzan Harjo,
Lynda Clause, Faye Brings Them, Ray Halbritter, and Amanda Blackhorse.'
NCAI joined other national and local Native organizations and leaders, local civic leaders, and academic
experts in engaging with the team’s leadership during its comprehensive listening and learning process over the
past several months, and it is committed to partnering with the team moving forward to share knowledge and
information with its fan base, the Cleveland community, and schools across the country about tribal nations, the
mascot issue, and the thoughtful process the team devised to address it."
"Statement on Kansas City Chiefs Announcement of Game Day Rituals," National Congress of American
Indians (NCAI), September 10, 2020, https://www.ncai.org/news/articles/2020/09/10/statement-on-kansas-citychiefs-announcement-of-game-day-rituals, stated, "NCAI views the Kansas City Chiefs' announced
modifications as positive yet modest initial steps in a long and ongoing educational process that ultimately
will lead to comprehensive change, change that respects the humanity, diversity, resiliency, and vibrancy of
tribal nations, cultures, and peoples. We remain committed to this process as long as the team and the NFL
remain committed to genuinely listening and learning."
"NCAI Partners with Bright Path Strong and Pictureworks Entertainment to Support the Jim Thorpe 'Take
Back What Was Stolen' Movement," National Congress of American Indians (NCAI), July 31, 2020,
https://www.ncai.org/news/articles/2020/07/31/ncai-partners-with-bright-path-strong-and-pictureworks36

entertainment-to-support-the-jim-thorpe-take-back-what-was-stolen-movement, stated, "The National
Congress of American Indians (NCAI) is proud to join forces with Pictureworks Entertainment and tribal
partners across the country to 'Take Back What Was Stolen,' an initiative to restore legendary Native
American athlete and icon Jim Thorpe’s status as the sole gold medal champion of the 1912 Olympic
decathlon and pentathlon.
This initiative is taking root on the heels of the 108th anniversary of Jim Thorpe’s historic victory at the
Summer Games in Stockholm, where he competed on behalf of the United States of America, and in response to a
resolution put forward by Congresswoman Deb Haaland (NM-01), Co-Chair of the Congressional Native
American Caucus. According to Haaland, 'Anyone who represented our country in the Olympics is an American
hero, especially those that delivered two gold medals to the United States. These heroic individuals should be
recognized and honored, but inherent biases stole that from Jim Thorpe because he was Native American. The
“Take Back What Was Stolen” initiative is a call to action to right past wrongs so that records reflect Jim Thorpe’s
incredible achievements and preserve his legacy.'
'Jim Thorpe Wathahuck-Brightpath, of the Thunder Clan of the Sac and Fox Tribe competed for this
country at a time when American Indians and Alaska Natives were not recognized as U.S. citizens. To keep him
removed from history is to continue the erasure of Native people,' says NCAI President Fawn Sharp. 'Native
people deserve honor and heroes, and this is how we view Jim Thorpe. For these reasons, NCAI strongly urges the
Olympic Committee to restore honor to Thorpe’s name and to his family by designating Jim Thorpe as the sole
gold medal winner of both the decathlon and pentathlon in the 1912 Olympics.'
'Picture Works Entertainment and Bright Path Strong are thankful and energized by the support of NCAI
and the Honorable Congresswoman Haaland. And thank you to the more than 23,000 people that have signed the
petition so far. In today’s environment, it is unacceptable to let the wrong records stand for the World’s Greatest
Native American Athlete,' said Nedra Darling, Executive Producer, Bright Path, and Co-Founder of Bright Path
Strong. 'Native people have had enough stolen from us, our languages, our lands, our culture and it is now the time
to take back what was stolen from our Sac and Fox and Potawatomi hero and reinstate Jim Thorpe’s original and
correct Olympic records!'
For more information regarding this initiative and to sign the petition to support this effort, please
visit www.brightpathstrong.com."
The Friends Committee on National Legislation (FCNL), August 31, 2020, "Native American Legislative
Update: FCNL Calls for Strong Tribal Provisions in FVPSA Reauthorization," AUGUST 2020,
https://fcnl.actionkit.com/mailings/view/13817?t=1&akid=13817%2E30420%2Edqug,-l, stated, "The Family
Violence Prevention and Services Act (FVPSA) is the only federal grant program dedicated to providing
funding for domestic violence shelters and services. FVPSA is especially vital for Indian Country, as it is the
primary source of funding for these services in tribal communities. Shelters, training and technical assistance,
emergency response hotlines, and children’s services are all supported by this law.
Last year, Sens. Bob Casey (PA) and Lisa Murkowski (AK) introduced the Family Violence Prevention
and Services Improvement Act of 2019 (S. 2259), which would increase the tribal set aside within FVPSA. It
would also provide funding for additional tribal services, such as the StrongHearts Native Helpline, a
culturally appropriate domestic violence helpline for Native Americans and Alaska Natives.
However, there is currently an effort underway to reauthorize FVPSA (S. 2971) without these
important tribal provisions in the next COVID-19 relief package. FCNL, along with our tribal
partners, wrote Congress opposing the inclusion of this inadequate FVPSA bill in any relief package, and
called for stronger tribal provisions. Read FCNL’s legislative ask for FVPSA reauthorization.
COVID-19 Relief Packages Fall Short for Tribes
On July 27, Senate leadership released the Health, Economic Assistance, Liability Protection and
Schools (HEALS) Act, a series of COVID-19 relief bills. The package was introduced in response to the
House-passed HEROES Act (H.R. 6800).
The HEALS Act includes a $6.5 million tribal set-aside for the Family Violence Prevention and
Services Act (FVPSA) and no funding for Violence Against Women Act (VAWA) or Victims of Crime Act
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(VOCA) grants. The HEROES Act, which passed in the House on May 15, included a $5 million tribal
FVPSA set aside and $7.8 million in VAWA grants to tribal governments.
Both bills fail to adequately address the needs of tribal governments and organizations as they deal
with the rising cases of sexual and domestic violence in Indian Country during the pandemic. Negotiations
are currently stalled, but it is essential that Congress pass a relief bill that provides for the needs of tribal
governments and communities.
Read FCNL’s letter outlining our requests for tribal sexual and domestic violence funding at:
https://www.fcnl.org/documents/1378?utm_campaign=lam&utm_medium=email&utm_source=ak&utm_term=13
817.30420.dqug-l."
The Friends Committee on National Legislation (FCNL) stated July 27, 2020,
https://fcnl.actionkit.com/mailings/view/13359?t=1&akid=13359%2E30420%2Ez4iU4m, "Funding for a Native
Hawai‘ian Resource Center,"
The grassroots organization, Pouhana O Na Wāhine (Pillars of Women), is requesting $500,000 from
Congress for a Native Hawai‘ian Resource Center on Domestic Violence. Pouhana O Na Wāhine is dedicated to
addressing domestic and sexual violence against Native Hawai‘ians, who experience high rates of intimate partner
violence. Native Hawai‘ians also make up 64% of sex trafficking survivors in the state.
A Native Hawai‘ian Resource Center was first authorized under the Family Violence Prevention and Services Act
(FVPSA) in 2010, but it was never funded. Funding will allow Native Hawai‘ians to develop culturally relevant
training and technical assistance to address the disparate rates of domestic and sexual violence in their
communities.
Funding of the center would follow a similar model to the Alaska Native Women’s Resource Center
(AKNWRC), which was funded by Congress in 2017. AKNWRC advocates for the unique challenges that face
tribes, victims, and survivors of domestic and sexual violence in Alaska.
FCNL supports the National Indigenous Women’s Resource Center (NIWRC) and Pouhana O Na Wāhine in their
funding request. To learn more, listen to NIWRC’s podcast on the topic.
Addressing Domestic and Sexual Violence in Indian Country
As the Senate negotiates the next COVID-19 relief package, FCNL continues to advocate for funding for tribal
domestic and sexual violence programs. This includes funding for FVPSA and VAWA grants, as well as grants
through the Victims of Crime Act (VOCA).
Read FCNL's letters to House and Senate leadership outlining specific funding asks. Then take action by calling on
your lawmakers to prioritize victim services for Indian Country.
Bill Tracker
Violence Against Women Reauthorization Act of 2019:
Passed in the House (H.R. 1585), two versions introduced in the Senate (S. 2920 and S.
2843).
Savanna’s Act (H.R. 2733/S. 227) and Not Invisible Act (H.R. 2438/S. 982):
Passed in the Senate and advanced in House.
Special Diabetes Program for Indians:
Extended through Nov. 30, 2020.
Seeding Sovereignty announced in an August 29, 2020, E-mail, "Seeding Sovereignty has created a
national coalition effort to get out the vote in Indian Country in record numbers during COVID-19.
Radicalize the Vote brings the power of the frontlines to the polls where Indigenous Peoples have long stood
to protect their lands, their bodies, and their sovereignty. At the center of this campaign is
radicalizethevote.org (https://www.radicalizethevote.org) where we are building a centralized Indigenous-led voter
registration list.
Both Indigenous and non-Indigenous folks can register at Radicalize the Vote!
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We have organized a 12-hour online Indigenous Radical Registration Telethon scheduled for August 29th
(9am PT, 11am CT, 12 ET) at radicalizethevote.org with an amazing line-up of Indigenous leaders, artists, and
culture bearers who will virtually attend the event to speak, sing and dance.
Because mailing in absentee ballots takes much longer from the Arizona portion of the Navajo
Reservation than from much of the rest of the state, the Native American voting rights group, Four
Directions, brought suit against the state of Arizona asserting that the state's uniform November 3 deadline
for ballots being received by election officials violated the Voting Rights Act of 1965. Four Directions lost in
federal district court, but has appealed (Maggie Astor, "For the Navajo Nation, ‘Everything Takes Time,’
Including Voting: Post offices are few and far between on the reservation, and mail can take a week and a half to
reach the county seat. In this year’s election, that has more profound implications than ever before," The New York
Times, October 15, 2020, https://www.nytimes.com/2020/10/15/us/politics/navajo-arizona-mail-voting.html).
On the occasion of President Trump's July 3, 2020 visit to Mount Rushmore in the Black Hills of
South Dakota, a group of more than 200 Native people and allies went to the site to peacefully protest the
President's visit, seen as an insult to sacred lands illegal taken from the Lakota people in violation of rights
under a treaty. The protesters went to a free speech site designated by the police. However, it was reported in the
Lakota Times, that Trump supporters infiltrated the crowd, aggressively attempting to initiate large scale
violence, in the hope of getting the police to break up the protest.
After some time, the peaceful protestors had enough of the harassment and moved to a new site across
the highway, putting up a blockade to keep the aggressive Trump supporters out. Law enforcement, having
made no attempt to remove the aggressive counter-demonstrators attempted to force the demonstrators
back to the designated site. At that point the demonstrators put up another barricade, blocking the highway
with three vehicles.
The national guard eventually arrived, forming lines on opposite sides of the protestors - effectively
preventing anyone from leaving. When the two lines advanced on the protestors, they perceived this as a
hostile act and held their ground - indeed, while told to move, the national guard made that practically
impossible. The large crowd pushed the guard back, and held their position until additional guard people
and police in riot gear arrived to break up the demonstration, arresting, perhaps 21 people ("Black Hills
Protest," Lakota Times, July 9, 2020, https://www.lakotatimes.com/articles/black-hills-protest/; Kevin Abourezk,
"A Proud day to be Lakota," July 9, 2020, https://www.lakotatimes.com/articles/a-proud-day-to-be-lakota/; and
Viggo
Mortensen,
"Mount
Rushmore
Perspective,"
Lakota
Times,
July
09,
2020,
https://www.lakotatimes.com/articles/mount-rushmore-perspective/).
Ginny Underwood, "Advocates seek Indigenous representation at Oklahoma monument," ICT, July 11,
2020,
https://indiancountrytoday.com/news/advocates-seek-indigenous-representation-at-oklahoma-monumentkN2FI5cdq0GiGidVsQRbrQ, reported, "A sit-in Saturday at a massive monument here commemorating an
1889 land run drew hundreds of Indigenous activists and supporters, along with a few dozen armed
counter-protesters, some carrying long rifles and wearing bulletproof vests.
The Society to Protect Indigenous Rights & Indigenous Treaties had obtained a permit for its demonstration
at the Centennial Land Run Monument, which depicts the opening of 'unassigned land' in Oklahoma Territory.
Tensions flared at one point, during remarks by a local Black Lives Matter leader, and police were called to
diffuse the situation. The event was otherwise peaceful.
'Today, we are here for education and awareness about history in Oklahoma,' said event co-organizer
Brenda Golden, Muscogee Creek. “The Land Run monument glorifies the pioneers and doesn’t talk about the
Indigenous people who lived here before.”
"The society, also known as SPIRIT, is seeking Indigenous representation at the site."
Win Without War stated, December 12, 2020, https://act.winwithoutwar.org/act/save-oakflat?source=em20201212&t=6&akid=6658%2E250586%2EGELk-E, "Right now, the Trump administration is
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rushing to approve a mining contract in the Chí’chil Biłdagoteel Historic District of Arizona, a high desert
oasis considered sacred to multiple Indigenous tribes.
This contract would transfer ownership of land with deep cultural ties and ceremonial meaning to —
and we can’t make this up — a UK-Australian mining company notorious for destroying Juukan Gorge, a
treasured 46,000-year-old Aboriginal site.
Trump’s Department of Agriculture (USDA) is ignoring this past destruction — fast-tracking a
transfer of 2,422 acres to Rio Tinto’s Resolution Copper Mining and allowing copper mining to start in this
district, commonly called 'Oak Flat.'
It’s despicable, but it’s not surprising. Decades of profit-first policy have privileged the interests of
multinational corporations over those of Indigenous communities. We can’t trust Rio Tinto or the Trump
administration to ensure this land gets the protections it requires. Congress has got to act fast and pass the Save
Oak Flat Act — and YOU can help.
Add your name to urge your members of Congress to cosponsor and support legislation to repeal the
land transfer."
Laura Navitsky and Ariel Iannone Román, "Indigenous Migrant Farmworkers Face Harsh Conditions
During COVID-19," Cultural Survival, October 03, 2020, https://www.culturalsurvival.org/news/indigenousmigrant-farmworkers-face-harsh-conditions-during-covid-19, reported, "From the dairy farms in New York to
the vast fields of the Central Valley of California, Indigenous migrant farmworkers are among the most
overworked, underpaid, vulnerable, and disproportionately impacted by the COVID-19 pandemic.
Indigenous essential workers put food on the table every day for us, our children, and our elders, but in
return face poor working conditions due to discrimination and harassment, all of which has been
exacerbated by the pandemic and the wildfires on the West Coast.
To bring awareness to the working conditions of migrant workers, Cultural Survival organized
a webinar (https://www.culturalsurvival.org/news/understanding-realities-indigenous-migrant-farmworkers-timecovid-19) on August 26, 2020, in partnership with International Funders for Indigenous Peoples (IFIP).
Cultural Survival Executive Director Galina Angarova (Buryat) spoke with Arcenio López (Mixteco), executive
director of Mixteco Indígena Community Organizing Project in Central Valley, CA, Avexnim Cojtí (K’iche’
Maya), Cultural Survival’s community media program manager, and Crispin Hernández (Mixteco), community
organizer for the Workers' Center of Central New York. The discussion centered on the impact of the
coronavirus on Indigenous diasporas (dispersed and displaced peoples) in the United States, and led to deep
inquiries into identity issues, connections to homelands, the retention of language, and the root causes of
migration.
Arcenio López, the son of a migrant farmworker family from Oaxaca, Mexico, began working as a
farmworker in the strawberry industry when he arrived in the United States in 2003. In 2004, López began
volunteering with the Mixteco Indígena Community Organizing Project, eventually becoming executive
director in 2014. The community organizing project fights for social justice and systematic change, respect for the
rights of Indigenous Peoples, and immigration reform. They also advocate for access to health, education, and
social services in a culturally and linguistically relevant manner and organize Indigenous farm workers in regard to
their labor rights.
In unexpected emergency situations such as the COVID-19 pandemic, the Indigenous migrant
population is one of the most severely impacted. Farmworkers must often work under conditions which
make social distancing and handwashing difficult, and enforcement of workers’ rights is often lacking. As
López explained, 'Farmworkers at this time are considered essential workers, but they do not receive
essential benefits such as health insurance or wage replacement or hazard exposure compensation.' Housing
and limited family finances have also proved challenging during the pandemic. Many families need to live in
crowded conditions in order to afford the expensive rent in the Central Valley, sometimes with up to 20
people in one unit. With schools and childcare centers closed, oftentimes at least one parent has needed to
stop working to care for the children, putting even more strain on household finances.
Since mid-March of 2020, the Mixteco Indígena Community Organizing Project has transitioned to
working completely online. At the onset of the pandemic, the organizing project quickly shifted priorities to better
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serve the needs of Indigenous migrant communities in their region. They have been advocating for the
enforcement of workers’ rights so that farmworkers can follow safety recommendations during the
pandemic. Another priority has been fulfilling requests for interpretation services and public service
announcements in Indigenous languages, as well as meeting the high demand of providing one-time financial
support for undocumented individuals.
Crispin Hernández emigrated from the Mixtec region of Mexico to New York in 2012 and began to work
on a dairy farm. In 2013, he received a health and safety training from the Workers’ Center of Central New York.
Prior to his arrival in New York, a Mixtec man named Henaro had been killed at a dairy farm. According to
Crispin, this tragic event was due to lack of training, so he very quickly decided to become involved with the
Workers’ Center. In 2015, he helped to organize a protest and was subsequently fired from the dairy farm. He was
fired again at his next job for forming a committee with his coworkers. That same year, with the help of the
Workers’ Center and the Worker Justice Center of New York, Crispin sued the State of New York to demand
that the right for agricultural workers to organize be protected. In 2019, in a historic victory, an appellate court in
Albany ruled in his favor. Another 2019 victory that involved the joint efforts of the Workers’ Center and the
Worker Justice Center resulted in Governor Andrew Cuomo signing the Green Light Law, which allows
undocumented workers to apply for a driver's license.
Crispin officially started working with the Workers’s Center in 2017 as a community organizer responsible
for educating workers, particularly agricultural workers, about their rights. According to him, much of what has
been achieved around workers’ rights in New York is due not only to the Workers’ Center and the Worker Justice
Center, but also to the support of other organizations, unions, and communities in the area who recognize the need
to improve conditions for farmworkers.
Crispin Hernández says, 'I want to emphasize the importance of agricultural work. It is such hard work, and
it’s so important, that the workers deserve to be heard. They deserve to receive training so that they can avoid the
tragic incidents and other things that are happening in the workplace.'
With the advent of the COVID-19 pandemic this year, the Workers’ Center has turned toward
supporting farmworker families with direct aid such as providing basic safety equipment and food. They
have also continued distributing information about workers’ basic rights, this time in specific reference to
COVID-19. Hernández states, 'COVID has affected all essential workers, not just agricultural workers, and after
everything that has happened these last few months, we have succeeded in getting Governor Cuomo to establish
health and safety requirements in the workplace. But there are a lot of employers that aren’t meeting those
requirements, so we are also working to establish a fund to support the families that need help. We’re also
asking for legislation to support essential workers in addition to the HEROES Act. We want our voices to be
heard and we want to establish a law that will support the essential workers in the long-term.'
Cultural Survival is an international, Indigenous-led organization that supports Indigenous rights around the
globe through efforts predicated upon the UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples. 'The main
connection between Cultural Survival and diaspora communities at the present has been through radio. Since the
COVID-19 pandemic began, there has been an increase in poverty, abandonment (i.e., no basic services), and even
violence from states against Indigenous Peoples. Another big problem is that many countries use aggregated
statistical data that lumps all Indigenous nations together, rather than recognizing their individual situations,' stated
Avexnim Cojtí.
According to Cojtí, the UN Migration Agency defines a migrant as 'any person who is moving or has
moved across an international border or within a State away from his/her habitual place of residence, regardless of
(1) the person’s legal status; (2) whether the movement is voluntary or involuntary; (3) what the causes for the
movement are; or (4) what the length of the stay is.' Migrant agricultural workers in the United States and Canada
are mainly of Mesoamerican origin, primarily from Mexico and Guatemala, and movement has been common
among these Peoples for a long time. Cojtí asked, 'When it comes to actually talking about migrants, how are we
the migrants if these are our original territories and we had migration as something very common?'
In reality, the recent history of movement of Mesoamerican Indigenous Peoples to the United States
and Canada has often been involuntary, a result of the dispossession of Indigenous lands and the imposition
of government systems in which Indigenous Peoples lack a voice. In addition, the borders mandated by the
nation-states now cause many Indigenous nations to straddle two countries, such as on the border between
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the United States and Mexico. Further causes of involuntary movement have included civil wars, ongoing
poverty, displacement due to natural resource extraction, persecution of land defenders, limited local
employment opportunities, and violence against women. The destruction of local economies by industrial
agriculture, violence linked to narcotrafficking, governmental abandonment and violence, and climate
change have also caused Mesoamerican Indigenous Peoples to migrate as a last resort. [Climate change has
also contributed significantly to involuntary migration.]
In spite of the current threats to Indigenous communities, Cojtí chose to highlight the strengths of these
communities in their community organization efforts, use of ancestral medicine, collaboration and solidarity
amongst nations, and also the solidarity of nonprofit organizations and other organizations around the world that
are supporting Indigenous communities.
Arcenio López shared how the migrant community is moving through this crisis and the strategies
communities are enacting. “ Since mid-March of 2020, the Mixteco Indígena Community Organizing Project has
transitioned to work completely online. Their team is in a process of transition, adding additional technological
capacity like ZOOM and creating COVID-19 informational materials in Spanish and other regional languages. The
team shares this information via several platforms, including radio FM, their radio and organizational Facebook
pages, YouTube, SoundCloud Audio, and Facebook Live.”
The Mixteco Indígena Community Organizing Project is providing outreach and education on new
labor rights such as the Families First Coronavirus Response Act (FFCRA) which requires certain
employers to provide up to 80 hours of paid sick leave to workers affected by COVID-19. They are also
collaborating with local, state, and federal agencies to centralize legal resources for Indigenous migrant
farmworker families. Their team of 30 caseworkers is simultaneously providing case management to
families with COVID-19-positive members to get them the resources they need while in quarantine.
Collective advocacy efforts with other community organizations and government agencies have been
successful in producing rapid response plans.
As a result of the organization’s advocacy, the Public Health Department in Ventura-Santa Barbara
County agreed to improve Indigenous communities’ access to healthcare by waiving all fees for COVIDrelated care. López emphasized that 'This is one of the things that COVID has impacted – we’ve been advocating
for health access for so many years, but just because we are in the pandemic, they waive the fees. So if they did it
this time, I think they can do it in the future, regardless of the legal status of our people.'
During the pandemic the Mixteco Indígena Community Organizing Project has also provided
assistance by teaching virtual organizing skills, distributing basic safety equipment to farmworker
communities, providing Indigenous language interpretation at COVID-19 mobile testing sites, and
partnering with other radio organizations state-wide. López believes that there is still much work to be done
around linguistic justice, especially in the health, education, and legal systems, and in addressing mental health and
resiliency in regional communities.
Crispin says that the Workers’ Center and partner organizations have been doing similar work:
distributing face masks, hand sanitizer, and food to isolated families. And he says it’s very important to note
that agricultural workers are very isolated, and that most of the workers who have been the worst affected
are people of color, migrant workers from Central America.
'What we’ve achieved with the Governor so far hasn’t been enough. So we keep working to ensure
better protections for all essential workers, and especially agricultural workers. We share information by
posting videos on the Workers’ Center main page, on Facebook Live, and through Whatsapp. If workers contact us
to say they have been affected by COVID-19, we tell them about the clinics where they can go and find out if they
have the virus or something else. But really, there isn’t anything very well-established. So that’s why we keep
working to get the employers, the Senators, the Representatives, the Governor, and the Federal Government to
establish resources and laws to protect the workers at the national level, not just in the United States, but also in
other countries. What we are living through with COVID-19 is something very historical, and it’s sad because the
essential workers are the most affected. They leave their families, their kids, to go to work to feed the families of
the world, and they’re the ones who are losing their lives. And like Arcenio mentioned, we’re going to keep
fighting for more protections, especially to protect the lives of all these workers, because we’re all human and we
deserve to be protected, too. But to achieve that we will have to keep fighting,' says Hernández.
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Cojtí shared three major ways in which Cultural Survival is working with Indigenous migrant farmworker
communities. 'The first is the Keepers of the Earth Fund, which supports Indigenous-led COVID-19 responses. As
of this interview, Cultural Survival has awarded 29 small grants to Indigenous communities to accomplish
whichever project they find to be the most urgent need in the community. There are projects that have to do with
strengthening Indigenous, or Indigenous-hybrid, health systems, exchange of seeds, creating seed banks,
distributing food, taking care of the elderly, and taking care of education.'
Cultural Survival has also been working on a global mapping project that documents COVID-19 within
Indigenous nations, including diaspora communities, which is particularly important due to the lack of available
COVID-19 data for Indigenous communities. A third project that Cultural Survival has been working on is the
creation of a prevention manual for community radio stations in 85 Indigenous languages. Through collaboration
with more than 1,200 Indigenous community radio stations around the world, Cultural Survival also created 418
public announcements about COVID-19 in 130 Indigenous languages. Through the distribution of 17
grants, Cultural Survival was able to help 22 community radio stations produce these public announcements in
Indigenous languages and other languages spoken by Indigenous communities in Asia, Africa, and Latin
America."
"NCAI and NIEA Statement on BIE School Reopenings," The National Congress of American Indians
(NCAI), August 14, 2020, https://www.ncai.org/news/articles/2020/08/14/ncai-and-niea-statement-on-bie-schoolreopenings, stated, "The National Congress of American Indians (NCAI) and the National Indian Education
Association (NIEA) express deep concern regarding reopening plans for Bureau of Indian Education (BIE)
schools and the safety and health of all students, teachers, administrators, and community members.
On August 6, 2020, the Department of the Interior (DOI) released a ‘Dear Tribal Leader Letter’
(https://www.bia.gov/sites/bia.gov/files/assets/as-ia/opa/pdf/2020_0806_BIE_DTLL_ReturningToSchool_508.pdf)
expressing its intent to reopen BIE schools 'to the maximum extent possible.' NCAI and NIEA strongly urge
DOI to consult meaningfully with tribal nations before reopening BIE schools. DOI must ensure it addresses
tribal needs and concerns, such as guaranteeing remote education options, securing reliable personal
protective equipment vendors, considering teacher willingness to return to in-person instruction, student
transportation needs, and other critical issues.
NCAI and NIEA firmly believe that schools should only reopen for in-classroom instruction if it can
be done safely. Moreover, such decisions should only be made after meaningful consultation with, and input
from, the local tribal community and its tribal administration. Given the risks to the safety and welfare of
Native students and their families, great deference should be given to the local tribal communities’ opinions
concerning reopening classrooms. We also believe that BIE must be transparent with its reopening plan and give
specific examples of measures it will take to ensure the safety and well-being of Native students and their families.
In addition to in-person instruction, there must be an online instruction option, such that education continues
seamlessly, especially for students receiving special education services.
NCAI and NIEA are eager to see plans in the form of the BIE “Toolkit” outlined in the August 6
letter. The swift dissemination of this information will demonstrate transparency and aid Indian Country
and our Native families to understand the protocols and precautions BIE is taking to ensure a safe
educational environment for our most sacred beings – our children.
For more information, please contact the following:
Kevin Allis, NCAI Chief Executive Officer, kallis@ncai.org;
Diana Cournoyer, NIEA Executive Director, dcournoyer@niea.org."
Chase Iron Eyes, Lead Counsel, The Lakota People’s Law Project, stated in an E-mail, July 23, 2020, "Less
than one month ago, we marked the 40-year anniversary of the U.S. Supreme Court’s decision awarding more
than $100,000 million to the Great Sioux Nation as compensation for the federal government’s taking of the
Black Hills. Just a few days later, President Trump’s visit to Mount Rushmore highlighted why we have never
accepted that payment. No amount of money could possibly alleviate the pain we feel at the repeated
43

desecration of one of our most sacred sites. True justice can only be accomplished one way: the return of the
Black Hills to the Lakota people.
We’ve recently seen how people power can tear down monuments of hate and influence public policy —
and we’ve also seen the backlash. I ask you today to watch the video of our protest action against Trump’s
visit, and sign our Congressional petition to return the Black Hills to the Lakota people
(https://www.lakotalaw.org/our-actions/land-back-2020). If ever a moment existed when these wrongs could begin
to be righted, this is it. Speaking together with one voice, let’s get lawmakers to abide by treaty law and return this
sacred land to my people.
The high court’s ruling shows that the law is on our side. The Fort Laramie Treaty of 1868 assigned
the Black Hills to us in perpetuity, but it didn’t take long for miners to violate that edict in search of gold.
The federal government essentially allowed it to happen, eventually imposing upon us our current
reservation boundaries. We have never accepted those boundaries nor the taking of our treaty land. The
Black Hills are not for sale — and they never were.
Unless we act together to stop it, there’s no end to the colonial disrespect of our lands, sovereignty, and
safety. Trump’s moronic, divisive visit to Mount Rushmore underscores the dangers to our democracy and the
Lakota people. Predictably, COVID-19 is again on the rise in South Dakota, and community spread is especially
serious around Mount Rushmore and our Oglala Nation.
That’s why we protested his coming, and that’s why it’s critical that you help us demand safety, justice, and
the return of the Black Hills. Once we reach our goal of 20,020 names, our petition will go to Congress demanding
#LandBack2020.
Wopila tanka — thank you for standing with us to restore the sacred!"
Arlo
Iron
Cloud,
"LAND
BACK
March,"
Lakota
Times,
October
15,
2020,
https://www.lakotatimes.com/articles/land-back-march/, reported, "After a landmark Supreme Court ruling in
Oklahoma about jurisdiction pertaining to prosecuting Native Americans left a thought with everyone, even though
this was pertaining to jurisdiction for criminal prosecution, some people assumed all across turtle Island thought
this was about giving Land back to Native Americans. Even though this wasn’t about actual land being returned to
Native Americans, this became about rights. What are our rights to the land as Indigenous peoples? Okla- homa
tribes have been fighting long and hard with the state pertaining to jurisdiction pertaining to their relatives when it
comes to criminal prosecution. Now after a Supreme Court ruling tribes now have the authority to deal with
their own relatives in their own manner, according to their laws. But what about the land?
NDN Collective has launched a 'Land Back' campaign! With the sole purpose of returning land to
indigenous peoples! Not a co-stewardship or an agreement of co-managing but returning He Sapa public
lands to indigenous people. Also, shut down Mt Rushmore.
NDN Collective launch their 'Land Back' campaign [in Rapid City, SD] on Monday, October 12, 2020, also
known as Indigenous Day in the state of South Dakota. The sole purpose of this campaign is to begin exploring
policy changes to return stolen land."
Madonna Thunder Hawk, Cheyenne River Organizer, The Lakota People’s Law Project, stated in an
October 10, 2020 E-mail, "In the U.S., some of the ugly realities of our history continue to unfold, but there is
always hope when we push back. We’re seeing this now in the continued struggle for racial justice, a movement
that is playing out not only on the streets but in the halls of Congress. We’re grateful that last week, U.S. Rep. Deb
Haaland (D-N.M.) and U.S. Sen. Elizabeth Warren (D-MA) introduced a new bill in the House of
Representatives (https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/8420/all-info?emci=9255f5b3-810aeb11-96f5-00155d03affc&emdi=fbf49aa6-110b-eb11-96f5-00155d03affc&ceid=2626553) to bring to light the
injustices suffered by my people at the hands of the federal government.
The Truth and Healing Commission on Indian Boarding School Policy in the United States Act aims
to establish a formal commission to expose the atrocities committed by the federal boarding school policy,
and give a voice to the descendants dealing with the resulting trauma. It is co-sponsored by a long list of
congressional reps, including Rep. Sharice L. Davids (D-Kan.), a member of the Ho-Chunk Nation. Davids and
Haaland (Laguna Pueblo) were recently the first two Native women elected to the House.
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As you may know, the Indian boarding school era is one of the darkest chapters in the history of American
Indian policy. Under a government-approved goal to “Kill the Indian, Save the Man,” our children were taken and
forcibly assimilated into colonized ways of thinking. Their braids cut and the speaking of their languages
prohibited, these children were subjected to repeated physical, sexual, and mental abuse — and too many never
made it back home. The horrible reality is that hundreds, if not thousands, of these children still lie in boarding
school graveyards around the country instead of resting in their homelands with their ancestors.
This history is not removed from modern day, either. My sister and I were sent to boarding school back in
the 1940s, and this awful practice didn’t end until the ‘60s. I witnessed this genocidal policy firsthand.
Here at LPLP, we’ve long been proponents of Truth and Healing. Back in 2015-’16, about 50 Native
nations signed onto our petition for a congressional committee modeled after Canada’s Truth and Reconciliation
effort. We stand with the many other tribal leaders supporting the creation of this commission under Haaland and
Warren’s bill.
In these days of deception and disease — when our rights are once again being violated by officials who
seek to limit our power at the polls — a new way forward must be found. Truth and healing is exactly what we
need."
Hailey Fuchs, "Justice Dept. Is Set to Execute Native American Prisoner: Lezmond Mitchell faces the
death penalty for his part in the 2001 murder of a Navajo woman and her 9-year-old granddaughter, a case that has
raised
issues
about
tribal
sovereignty,"
The
New
York
Times,
August
25,
2020,
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/08/25/us/politics/native-american-death-penalty.html, "The Justice Department
intends on Wednesday to execute the only Native American man on federal death row[, Lezmond Mitchell],
despite urgent pleas from more than a dozen tribes to respect Navajo culture and spare his life."
"Tribal activists have argued that Mr. Mitchell’s case exemplifies the fraught relationship between
tribes and federal law enforcement, which often disregards protections for tribal sovereignty," as the death
penalty violates Navajo tradition and the Navajo Nation has asked that the death penalty not be carried out.
This would be the first instance of an Indigenous American being put to death by the U.S. government for a
crime on the reservation.
The Black Lives Matter protests have been expanding the concerns of activists to other issues related to
racism and colonialism. "Why New Mexico’s 1680 Pueblo Revolt Is Echoing in 2020 Protests: Indigenous groups
in the Southwest are imbuing their activism this year with commemorations of the 340-year-old Pueblo Revolt, one
of Spain’s bloodiest defeats in its colonial empire," The New York Times, September 27, 2020,
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/09/27/us/pueblo-revolt-native-american-protests.html, reported that the Pueblo
Revolt in 1680, that for some years forced out the Spanish, in what is now New Mexico has come
increasingly to the fore. "Indigenous groups are referring to the Pueblo Revolt in organizing drives over
such issues as stolen lands, the Justice Department’s deployment of federal agents to Albuquerque and the
Trump administration’s handling of the coronavirus pandemic, which has hit Native peoples especially
hard."
"Get Involved in the #LandBack Movement," Cultural Survival, October 10, 2020,
https://www.culturalsurvival.org/news/get-involved-landback-movement,
stated,
"The NDN
Collective (https://ndncollective.org) is an Indigenous-led organization that is leading the #LANDBACK
Campaign to build a “movement for collective liberation,” which will officially launched on Indigenous
Peoples’ Day 2020 (Monday, October 12th ). On Saturday, October 10, 2020, the NDN Collective livestreamed
a campaign launch webinar that explained the precedents, narrative, and demands of the campaign.
The webinar featured NDN Collective’s Campaign Director Krystal Two Bulls (Oglala Lakota and
Northern Cheyenne) and President and CEO Nick Tilson (Oglala Lakota), as well as leaders of intersecting
movements, including Black Lives Matter.
A highlight was the screening of NDN Collective Creative Producer Willi White’s (Oglala Lakota) short
film Ȟesápa (Lakota name for Black Hills), which is the first film in a LANDBACK mini-series.
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Ȟesápa documents the July 3, 2020 action by Land Defenders protecting the stolen lands of the Oceti
Sakowin where Mount Rushmore currently stands. The NDN Collective recognized '45’s' uninvited intrusion
on sacred Lakota lands to hold a rally at Mount Rushmore as an opportunity for Indigenous Peoples to unite.
According to Krystal Two Bulls, the cornerstone of the #LANDBACK campaign is to shut down Mount Rushmore
because it is the 'ultimate shrine to white supremacy.' Shutting it down will be an example for all people of color of
just how much change is possible in the fight to achieve justice. The immediate goal is to get the government to
return all public lands in the Black Hills to their rightful stewards, the people of the Lakota Sioux Tribe, so that
they can reclaim their relationships with the land.
Krystal Two Bulls said that there are four clear demands of the overall campaign: (1) Dismantle
institutions that perpetuate white supremacy and (2) defund institutions that enforce it, (3) 'return
Indigenous lands and all public lands back to Indigenous hands,' and Free, Prior and Informed Consent for
all decisions that will have an impact on Indigenous Peoples. But the campaign is much bigger than these
four demands. Tilson suggested that it be seen as a meta-narrative to connect all of the land-based fights
today and across generations, in other words, as a 'a continuation of the work of our ancestors.' It is, at the
same time, an opportunity for Indigenous Peoples to join forces in solidarity with Black Lives
Matter against the common enemy of systemic racism with the recognition voiced by Tilson that “collective
liberation will free us all.”
Learn more about the campaign at: https://ndncollective.org/ndn-collective-landback-campaign-launchingon-indigenous-peoples-day-2020/.
Sign the petition to close Mt. Rushmore and Return All Public Lands in the Black Hills to the Oceti
Sakowin at: https://actionnetwork.org/petitions/petition-to-close-mt-rushmore-and-return-all-public-lands-in-theblack-hills-to-the-oceti-sakowin."
Many Dine living on Navajo land along the Little Colorado River in Arizona are objecting to
construction of a proposed pumped storage electric generating project there, including four dams, on the
grounds it would flood sacred and cultural sites, as well as cause environmental and aesthetic damage (Krista
Allen, "'We're going to fight," Navajo Times, October 1, 2020).
David Detmold, "Boston Marches for Indigenous Peoples Day," Cultural Survival, October 10, 2020,
https://www.culturalsurvival.org/news/boston-marches-indigenous-peoples-day, reported, "On Saturday, October
10, 2020, approximately 400 people marched from the Boston Common to the North End Park where a
statue of Christopher Columbus once stood.
Beheaded in June amid a nationwide uproar over structural racism following the brutal murder of
George Floyd at the hands of the Minneapolis Police, the statue of Columbus is reportedly now under repair
in preparation for reinstallation at a North End housing complex for senior citizens owned by the Knights of
Columbus.
The march began with traditional prayers from Moonanum James, of the Aquinnah Wampanoag, on
Boston Common, where some 50 Native prisoners were shot by firing squad or hanged from an oak tree in
1676 in retribution for the regional defense of Native homelands that came to be known as King Phillips
War.
The Boston Research Center of Northeastern University notes, 'Many of those executed,' on Boston
Common, 'had been promised clemency by the English. After surrendering in Rhode Island in 1676, Potuck, a
Narragansett sachem, had been promised safe passage by the English colonists. Instead, he was brought to Boston
Common and shot. Indian John Monoco and two Nipmuc sachems, Muttawmp and Sagamore Sam, were also
assured pardons, transported to Boston, then executed without trial. Those not executed were sold into slavery in
the Caribbean.'
In the blazing heat of a fall Saturday, speakers told the crowd of Christopher Columbus’s role in
relation to the Taino people of the Caribbean Islands.
Citing Columbus’s own journal, one speaker after another recounted his 'discovery' of an archipelago
already inhabited by a gracious, welcoming people. Columbus wrote they would make good slaves. He said he
could conquer the islands and subjugate all their Native inhabitants with 50 men. On his first voyage, Columbus
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took six Taino captive, and returned to Spain. Less than a year later, on his next visit, he kidnapped 1500 more
Taino. Hundreds died as captives. Hundreds more were shipped to Europe as slaves. Columbus ordered that the
hands of Taino men be cut off if they failed to bring him enough gold.
'We want the Commonwealth of Massachusetts to honor Indigenous Peoples Day on the second
Monday in October and get rid of Columbus Day once and for all,'declared Mahtowin Munro, of the United
American Indians of New England. She followed with demands that the state legislature take immediate
action to pass the bill (S.2848) to change the white supremacist flag and seal of Massachusetts, and the bill
(H.443) to ban the use of Native mascots in public schools in the Commonwealth.
'It’s about damned time the legislature listen to Indigenous voices and takes action,' said Munro.
The bill to change Columbus Day to Indigenous Peoples Day in Massachusetts did not make it out of
legislative committee this session.
Heather Leavelle, of Bedford, co-founder of Italian-Americans for Indigenous Peoples Day, told the crowd,
'It’s time for Italian-Americans today to recognize the harm this man has done and take Columbus down from all
the pedestals on which we placed him.'
The march stopped at the old State House, where libations were poured to the spirit of departed ancestors
including Crispus Attucks, a man of mixed Wampanoag and African ancestry who died there in the Boston
Massacre. The next stop was Faneuil Hall, where Kevin Peterson of the New Democracy Coalition once again
demanded that Mayor Marty Walsh and the Boston City Council remove slave trader Peter Faneuil’s name
from that prominent Boston landmark.
'For three years, the Boston City Council has prevented us from even holding a hearing, about the slave
trading origins of that Freedom Trail edifice,' Peterson said.
Peterson, along with scores of Native leaders from tribal Nations dressed in their traditional regalia, led the
march next through the hushed confines of Quincy Market, where tourists in the food court listened, many with
eyes downcast, others quietly applauding, as the marchers passed by in their hundreds singing 'We Shall
Overcome.'
At the waterfront, Chali’Naru Dones of the United Confederation of Taino People, wearing a brilliantly
hued headdress of macaw feathers and blowing on a conch shell, addressed the crowd from atop the plinth of the
decapitated statue of Columbus.
As her children were lifted up to stand beside her, she called for solidarity in the struggle to remove the
legacy of white supremacy from the land and honor Indigenous People everywhere. 'City by city, town by town,
Christopher Columbus must come down.'
Of the five bills backed by the MAIndigenousAgenda this legislative session, S.2848, the bill to change the
Massachusetts flag and seal, with its racist image of a white hand holding a Colonial sword over the head of a
Native person, is the closest to passage.
On July 28, 2020, the Massachusetts Senate voted unanimously in favor of S.2848 and sent it to the House
Ways and Means Committee. Today, we are reaching out to House legislators in their home districts, one by one,
building support for its passage.
Advocates for H.443, the bill to ban the use of Native mascots in public schools are also working hard to
build more support in both houses of the legislature."
Dina Horwedel, dhorwedel@collegefund.org, 303-430-5350, American Indian College Fund Indigenous
Activism Speaker Series Presents: How to Engage in Conversations About Race and Social Justice, Thursday, July
16, 10 a.m. MDT," American Indian College Fund, July 9, 2020, announced via E-mail, "The American Indian
College Fund is hosting a free Indigenous Activism speaker’s series. Each free webinar features indigenous
leaders sharing ways Native students and youth can advocate on important issues impacting their
communities. Sarah Eagle Heart, Chief Executive Officer at Return to the Heart Foundation, will present “How to
Engage in Conversations About Race and Social Justice” on Thursday, July 16 at 10 a.m. MDT.
To register for the free webinar, visit the American Indian College Fund’s website
at https://collegefund.org/advocacy/."
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Jon Queally, "Calls Grow in US to Make Indigenous Peoples' Day a Federal Holiday: 'Federal holidays
should celebrate our heritage and culture, but also honor the struggles that led to society as we know it,'" Common
Dreams, October 12, 2020, https://www.commondreams.org/news/2020/10/12/calls-grow-us-make-indigenouspeoples-day-federal-holiday?cd-origin=rss, reported, "The national chorus of those calling to make
Indigenous Peoples' Day an official federal holiday to replace Columbus Day once and for all continued to
grow Monday as Native Americans and their allies called out for a permanent and annual recognition for
what has been taken from native people and communities as well as a celebration of their countless
contributions to the national fabric.
In a Monday op-ed (https://www.commondreams.org/views/2020/10/12/its-past-time-abolish-columbusday-and-establish-indigenous-peoples-day-united) at Common Dreams, activist and author Edgar Villanueva,
founder of the Decolonizing Wealth Project, argues that celebrating Christopher Columbus with a federal holiday
each year is as much an affront to history as it is to Native Americans who lived here for thousands of years before
the European explorer's arrival in 1492."
In the summer of 2020, American Indians in Omaha, NE protested the death of Zachary Bear Heels, a
Rosebud Lakota, at the hands of police, as they emphasized solidarity with Black Lives Matter ("Protesting
Native Deaths by Police," In These Times, August, 2020).
Americans for Indian Opportunity (AIO) in Albuquerque, NM has been moving to regenerate its
Ambassadors Program, a two-year leadership nurturing education program equivalent to a masters program,
locally with the help of its alumni, establishing new programs locally using its Indigenous values leadership
methodology.
AIO, which has been collaborating to build a greater Albuquerque Indian organization cooperative
network, has been partnering with local Indigenous organizations nationally in the Native Voice Network
(NVN) to create online collaboration through launching www.networkWeavers.org, using an AIO designed
platform to allow organizations to share resources, dialogue on current issues and issue calls to action (AIO letter of
December 22, 2020).
The Rural Utah Project, a partner of the Southern Utah Wilderness Alliance, has been working to
organize Navajos on the Utah portion of the reservation, carrying out an intensive voter registration
campaign leading up to the 2020 election (Rural Utah Project 2020 flyer and www.ruralutahproject.org).
A movement has been in progress in 2020 to fully restore Jim Thorpe as the sole winner of 10 gold
medals in the 1912 summer Olympics, going beyond the 1962 decision to consider Thorpe a co-winner of events
he had won, before being stripped of his medals for being a "professional" (Victor Mather, "Seeking to Restore
Thorpe's Gold Medals, More than 100 Years Later," The NewYork Times, December 11, 2020).
International Activities
Ariel Iannone Román, "FIMI’s Global Study Highlights Progress and Obstacles Faced By Indigenous
Women and Girls Since 1995 World Conference on Women," Cultural Survival, October 05, 2020,
https://www.culturalsurvival.org/news/fimis-global-study-highlights-progress-and-obstacles-faced-indigenouswomen-and-girls-1995, reported, "In commemoration of the 25th anniversary of the Beijing Declaration and
Platform for Action, which was formulated during the Fourth World Conference on Women in Beijing in
1995, the International Indigenous Women’s Forum (FIMI) released its report: Global Study on the
Situation of Indigenous Women and Girls. Covering five regions of the world — the Americas, Asia, Africa,
the Arctic, and the Pacific — the report outlines the progress that has been made over the last 25 years, as
well as ongoing challenges within the 12 critical areas of concern that were outlined by the Beijing
Declaration in 1995.
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The Fourth World Conference on Women in Beijing was the first UN conference to have substantial
participation by Indigenous women, with over 100 representatives attending from different regions of the world.
Though Indigenous women had already been organizing their own conferences and meetings in their home
countries for years, the conference enabled them to overcome linguistic barriers, recognize themselves in their
diversity, and build a common position to make visible their priorities and proposals as women and Indigenous
Peoples. The goal was and continues to be the achievement of true visibility, to ensure that the nations of the world
see Indigenous women as 'protagonists of change and subjects of rights, with decision-making power in
international, national and local agendas.'
The main body of the Global Study analyzes the 11 of the 12 critical areas of concern as they were outlined
in the Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action: women and poverty, education and training of women, women
and health, violence against women, women and armed conflict, women and the economy, women in power and
decision-making, institutional mechanisms for the advancement of women, human rights of women, women and
media, and women and the environment. In general, the Beijing Declaration asked governments to commit to
removing all 'obstacles to women’s active participation in all spheres of public and private life by
guaranteeing women a full and equal share in economic, social, cultural and political decision-making.' The
problem is that many of these obligations, as they were outlined in the Beijing Declaration, do not fully
capture the reality of Indigenous women and girls.
Access to land and natural resources is 'essential to the ability of Indigenous Peoples to maintain and
develop their distinct identities and cultures, as well as to develop economically.' The Global Study
emphasizes 'self-determination and the relationship with land' throughout their analysis. It acknowledges the
Beijing Declaration of Indigenous Women, which states that any analysis must consider the 'currently dominant
growth-oriented development model based on capitalism and globalization, resulting in new forms of economic
and political colonialism by a few powerful nations.' The Global Study also acknowledges how the continual
'imposition of Western orientation in all disciplines such as philosophy, politics, economics and science
undervalues and discriminates against differing cultures, as well as against the ancestral knowledge of Indigenous
Peoples and Indigenous women, resulting in various forms of discrimination and, ultimately, racism.'
Indigenous Peoples today represent 6.2 percent of the world’s population, and yet they make up 15
percent of the world’s impoverished people. The Global Study comments that statistical measurements of
poverty don’t always take cultural knowledge and livelihood assets of Indigenous women into consideration.
For this reason, Indigenous women, especially in the American region, prefer to use the term
'impoverishment.' This is intended to counteract the narrative of 'poverty,' which usually leads to public
policies based on economic assistance while disregarding Indigenous women’s positions as agents of change
who can and should be included in public policy decisions.
In the 25 years since the Beijing Conference, there has been an improvement in access to basic
education for women and girls around the world, but Indigenous women and girls still experience 'higher
gender disparities and lower educational attainment compared to non-Indigenous women.' Indigenous
women in Africa and Asia-Pacific still struggle to receive a basic education, and in all regions, secondary
and tertiary education. Even in countries where Indigenous women complete higher levels of education,
there are still barriers to employment. A key challenge is the 'limited access to quality culturally and
linguistically relevant education' in all regions, which undermines the 'transmission and preservation of
Indigenous language and culture.'
In the category of women and health, Indigenous women experience poorer health indicators than
non-Indigenous women, regardless of location or socio-political situation. There is limited to no access to
“quality and culturally and linguistically relevant health care services (including mental health care
services) [...]” As is the case for all 12 critical areas of concern, the health of Indigenous women and girls is
impacted by an intersection of historical and current factors, including 'the effects of colonization,
environmental violence, exclusion, inequality, the loss of ancestral land, cultural discriminatory practices by
mainstream health care providers and discrimination with regard to traditional health practices.'
Gender-based violence against Indigenous women and girls includes “domestic violence, physical and
sexual violence, disappearances, femicide, trafficking for sexual exploitation, forced surrogacy and early
marriage, among others.' Unfortunately, there is a particular lack of research and data in this area, partially
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due to 'lower reporting rates, limited or no access to quality and culturally and linguistically relevant services,
[and] racialized policing.' Despite this, available information demonstrates that 'Indigenous women
experience higher rates of gender-based violence compared to non-Indigenous women.' This is exacerbated
by the fact that there is 'limited or no access to justice and insufficient relevant public policies to prevent
and protect [Indigenous women] from violence.'
Armed conflicts are a global problem that disproportionately impacts Indigenous women because of
their relationship with land. Indigenous Peoples are severely impacted by land-related violence or forced
removal in almost every region, and Indigenous women and girls are subjected to gender-based violence on
top of that. This is especially the case when land has been militarized by national armies or organized crime, or
encroached upon by the expansion of military bases. Despite this, Indigenous women 'do not see themselves as
passive victims but have taken up roles as mediators and peacebuilders.'
Indigenous women rely heavily on informal work and are also responsible for much of the unpaid
care and domestic work in their communities. They are subjected to a slew of economic challenges,
including the risks of climate change and 'macroeconomic adjustment policies […]; discriminatory laws
related to land rights, natural resources, loans and credit; and aggressive development projects […] which
result in contamination, dispossession and loss of traditional livelihood assets.” Indigenous Peoples live in
'some of the most fragile ecosystems in the world.' Furthermore, they are disproportionately impacted by
'the environmental violence caused by large development projects, extractive industries, agribusiness and
military contamination.'
Despite the fact that Indigenous women have succeeded in establishing political participation at the
national and international levels, they continue to face barriers to effective and equal participation both in
Indigenous and non-Indigenous arenas on the local, national, and international levels. Though Indigenous
women are keepers of knowledge for mitigation and adaptation in the face of climate change, they are still
'underrepresented in environmental policy-making at multiple levels.' There is a general lack of
disaggregated data on Indigenous Peoples, which undermines attempts to demonstrate socio-economic and
cultural inequalities, and jeopardizes the visibility of Indigenous Peoples in official data. This is made worse
in countries where Indigenous Peoples are not recognized by national constitutions and laws. All of this, in
turn, restricts the advancement of Indigenous women through institutional mechanisms. Even when
institutional mechanisms are successfully established, governments and non-governmental organizations
often lack the capacity and economic resources to ensure their effective implementation.
Indigenous women are often represented in media with negative stereotypes and language that
reinforces racism and racial discrimination. This is why it is important for Indigenous women to have their own
access to media, which can be used as a tool for 'exercising IW’s rights to self-determination, enabling their
empowerment through the reclamation of their narratives and allowing them to be voices for social change in the
fight against gender discrimination, racism and human rights violations.' Indigenous women’s participation in
media has increased, though many obstacles persist, including 'poor communication infrastructure in Indigenous
territories, gender discrimination, legal barriers to the establishment of community media and the criminalization
of journalists and reporters, among others.'
The Global Study concludes by reaffirming the remarkable progress that Indigenous women have
made in promoting critical issues both nationally and internationally. It reinforces the idea that individual and
collective rights must be acknowledged simultaneously, and that all challenges must be analyzed with “careful
consideration for the relation between Indigenous Women and the land, and in the context of land rights and land
dispossession.” Finally, it points out how the COVID-19 pandemic has irrevocably exposed inequalities on a
national and global scale. In the wake of the pandemic, whose consequences will likely be felt far into the future,
governments should “consider Indigenous Peoples’ and Indigenous Women’s voices, their ancestral knowledge
and their good practices of resilience in developing holistic responses to address this emergency and its aftermath.”
Read
the
Global
Study
in
full
here: http://fimi-iiwf.org/wpcontent/uploads/2020/09/GlobalStudyFIMI_2020v.9englishRGB.pdf."
"Indigenous Media Caucus Releases Study on State of Indigenous Radio in 19 Countries," Cultural
Survival, November 25, 2020, Contact: Dev Kumar Sunuwar, Coordinator Indigenous Media
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Caucus dev.kumar@culturalsurvival.org, Philip Lee, General Secretary, WACC, PL@waccglobal.org, Avenim
Cojti,
Community
Media
Program
Manager,
Cultural
Survival avexnim@cs.org,
https://www.culturalsurvival.org/news/indigenous-media-caucus-releases-study-state-indigenous-radio-19countries, reported, "On November 25, 2020, the Indigenous Media and Communication Caucus, a thematic
group of Indigenous media practitioners, makers, and communicators at the United Nations released 'A
Study
on
the State
of
Indigenous
Community
Broadcasting
in
19
Countries
(https://www.culturalsurvival.org/sites/default/files/IMPRESION_RADIO%20COMUNITARIA-23NOVweb2.pdf).' The study was jointly commissioned by the Indigenous Media and Communication Caucus, Cultural
Survival, and WACC.
The study is a comprehensive snapshot of the status of Indigenous community radio stations in different
parts of the world, depicting the implementation of Indigenous Peoples’ right to their own media, as guaranteed by
Article 16 of the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples.
'This study is important because it gives community radios at the local level a resource to compare States'
advances towards the democratization of media and the experience of Indigenous radio movements that pushed for
those changes,' says, Avexnim Cojtí (Maya K'iche'), Cultural Survival Community Media Program Manager.
Indigenous Peoples continue to face obstacles in accessing media for many reasons, including their
geographic location, discrimination, costs for operation and access to license, and language and legal
barriers. Indigenous Peoples living in isolated areas have little physical access to urban-based centered
media. Similarly, a lack of awareness of human rights and the right to access information further
contributes to obstacles.
Despite challenges, progress has been made by Indigenous Peoples globally in asserting their rights to
their own media as Indigenous cultures, needs, and aspirations that are not reflected in mainstream media.
Community radio has been a powerful tool to keep Indigenous cultures, languages, and traditions alive, as
well as to inform Indigenous communities about relevant issues and events in their own languages.
Indigenous-led community radio supports the revitalization and promotion of Indigenous languages,
serves as a source of alternative media, builds awareness of Indigenous rights, and promotes Indigenous
Peoples’ right to self-determination. In many countries, Indigenous media is threatened by antagonistic
attitudes by both government agents and commercial media. Similarly, in many places, mainstream media is
only available in dominant languages, making it inaccessible to many Indigenous Peoples and hampering
Indigenous Peoples’ rights to access to information in their languages. This issue contributes to the marginalization
and loss of Indigenous languages. Indigenous media practitioners and communicators have had to work under
threats, intimidation, and regularly experience violence perpetrated by government agents. Many Indigenous
journalists live in fear of violence and criminalization simply for exercising their right to freedom of expression,
especially when reporting on divisive issues related to environmental protection, land rights, social movements,
human rights, and local politics.
'In geographically remote areas like Nepal, Indigenous radio has played a crucial role in keeping our
languages, cultures and heritage alive. Radio has ensured Indigenous Peoples' rights to information in our
languages. Thus this study will be helpful as the basis for long-term advocacy to further advance Indigenous
Peoples' right to media,' says Bhakta Syangtan, Chairperson of Radio Namobuddha 106.7 Mhz, Nepal.
This study sheds a light on the status of Indigenous media globally and aims to bring the problems faced by
Indigenous community media broadcasts to a larger audience. The study will be the basis of international advocacy
at international fora, including the United Nations, for the right to freedom of expression within legal frameworks,
as well as for better laws and policies to access community or non-commercial radio frequencies.
'This study is important because it gives added recognition to community radio as the best tool to keep
Indigenous cultures, languages, and traditions alive, as well as to inform Indigenous communities about relevant
issues and events in their own languages. I hope it becomes a valuable resource for Indigenous rights around the
world, especially at a time when Indigenous Peoples’ voices and participation are needed more than ever,' states
Philip Lee, General Secretary of WACC.
The study includes individual country reports and equally responds to the need to gather information on
the advancements made and obstacles found in complying with the UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous
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Peoples Article 16. The study also points out the main challenges and paths to be followed to promote the growth
and consolidation of Indigenous community radio.
The study does not intend to be a comparative study, as it is based mostly on qualitative data. A comparison
is given to support the analysis of the results. The report offers a general framework to understand the concept of
community radio and provides a short review of its origins and evolution and includes 19 country reports. The
study also includes a collective analysis regarding the legal status of Indigenous community radio and the
development of Indigenous community radio experiences in the different countries and focuses on the content of
Indigenous community radio as an attempt to highlight the motivations and concerns of Indigenous Peoples to
gradually overcome historical and current discrimination and marginalization.
The study is available in Spanish and English.
###
The Indigenous Media and Communication Caucus, a thematic group of Indigenous media practitioners
and communicators, was formed at the UN Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues (UNPFII) in 2016 by
Indigenous journalists, Indigenous media practitioners and communicators from around the world. Its aim is to
coordinate advocacy efforts and bring the problems faced by Indigenous community media and media practitioners
to the international stage. www.indigenousmediacaucus.org.
Cultural Survival is an Indigenous-led NGO and U.S. registered non-profit that advocates for Indigenous
Peoples' rights and supports Indigenous communities’ self-determination, cultures, and political resilience, since
1972. For 48 years, Cultural Survival has partnered with Indigenous communities to advance Indigenous Peoples'
rights and cultures worldwide. Cultural Survival envisions a future that respects and honors Indigenous Peoples'
inherent rights and dynamic cultures, deeply and richly interwoven in lands, languages, spiritual traditions, and
artistic expression, rooted in self-determination and self-governance. The core of CS' efforts rest on the principles
of supporting, amplifying efforts and raising awareness of self-determination for Indigenous
communities. www.cs.org.
WACC is a non-governmental organization that builds on communication rights in order to promote social
justice. WACC offers guidance and support to people of all faiths, ethnicities, and cultures worldwide. They
believe that everyone has the right to communicate and to be in communication, in the same way that they have the
right to food, shelter, and security. In strategic alliances, WACC aims to be a catalyst for change for the common
good, sharing information, knowledge, and experience in the field of communication. WACC has members in 120
countries."
"In
Defense
of
Our
Human
Rights
as
Indigenous
Women,"
Cultural
Survival, October 15, 2020, https://www.culturalsurvival.org/news/defense-our-human-rights-indigenous-women,
reported, "The U.S. Department of State hosted its 10th annual Alumni Engagement Innovation
Fund (AEIF) project competition in 2020. This year's theme centers on Women, Peace, and Security with a
special focus on strengthening the role of women in peace, security, and governance; engaging women as
partners in preventing terrorism and countering radicalization and recruitment; promoting the protection
of women and girls from violence, abuse, and exploitation; and supporting women’s political, economic, and
civic participation.
'Training Indigenous Women for the Defense of their Human Rights' is one of the winning projects
of the competition, which will be implemented in collaboration with Cultural Survival and coordinated by
Diana Pastor (Maya K'iche') and Adriana Hernandez (Maya K’iche’) from Guatemala, both alumni of the
Department of State educational programs and Cultural Survival staff members. The project seeks to train
24 Indigenous human rights defenders from Guatemala, Mexico, and Honduras by building capacity that
will impact other women from their communities. Many of these women have already demonstrated interest in
promoting human rights in their communities, but obstacles in accessing training and receiving recognition and
visibility have restrained their efforts and dismissed their results. Through a series of virtual trainings, workshops,
and hands-on activities, the participants will become role models for other women who are also interested in
becoming human rights activists.
This project aims to achieve the following goals:
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Strengthen Indigenous women’s legal and political understanding of what their individual and collective
rights are as women, members of Indigenous communities, and citizens of Guatemala, Mexico, and
Honduras.
Build capacity on how they can exercise and defend their human rights, depending on their local
context.
Gain technical skills on how to effectively document and communicate violations of their individual and
collective rights.
Create visibility for women with an international audience tuned into human rights work.
Help Indigenous women rights defenders to build a network of local and international individuals and
organizations as potential partners in the defense of their rights."
Phillippa Pitts, "From a Place of Love and Rage: Idle No More’s Cancel Canada Day Program," Cultural
Survival, July 8, 2020, https://www.culturalsurvival.org/news/place-love-and-rage-idle-no-mores-cancel-canadaday-program, reported, "Organized by Idle No More, an Indigenous rights advocacy group, Cancel Canada
Day brought together scholars, poets, parents, musicians, filmmakers, and activists for a three-hour digital
convening on July 1, 2020. The event, streamed on Facebook live, accompanied the in-person protests and
direct actions happening simultaneously across the nation.
'It’s not that we are fighting against Canada,' clarified speaker Sleydo’ (Molly Wickham), an activist whose
home at the Gidimt’en check-point in Wet’suwet’en territory has been raided twice by armed mounted police. 'We
are fighting for ourselves. For our sovereignty, for our ability to be free Indigenous people, to live and not be killed
in the streets, or killed in our territories, incriminated, removed from our territories like so many generations of our
children have been. It comes from this place of love and rage and all of these teachings we have as Indigenous
People and centuries of knowing that we have to survive.'
Sleydo’s words echoed those of opening speaker Ellen Gabriel, an internationally lauded Indigenous rights
activist and artist. 'It is not because we hate Canada or hate Canadian citizens, it is because we love peace that
we are trying to gain some kind of foothold. A right to self determination that does not come from
colonizers.' Gabriel slowed to emphasize: 'We do not need Canada to tell us we are self determining. We
already know that.'
Coming together from a range of backgrounds and expertise, the event’s speakers interrupted popular
myths of Canada as a safe, pleasant space. They shared their stories of discrimination in the classroom, on the
street, in doctor’s offices, and in political spaces. As Gabriel said, 'Reconciliation is not dead, it has never
happened.'
Speaking from her home on unceded land, Sleydo drew a direct line between past and present violence,
saying, 'Canada looks like militarized RCMP [Royal Cavalry Mounted Police] invading our territories-walking around with automatic weapons where we smoke our fish, have our ceremonies, where our elders
go to pick medicine. These are things that have been happening to us in the last two weeks. These are things
that we experience on a day to day basis... it looks slightly different from smallpox, from slaughtering our
people and taking our children away to residential schools, but it’s just a different face.'
Later in the program, filmmakers Audrey Huntley, Monica Forrester, and Dr. Alex Wilson added examples
from their own experience working with trans and Two Spirit people. Screening trailers from their films, Smudge
Don’t Judge and Not Just Another Case, they spoke the names and shared the faces of missing and murdered
Indigenous women and condemned the ongoing failure of the Canadian police to protect and serve. Forrester—a
Two Spirit woman of color who has been an advocate for trans health, inclusion, and well-being for over 25
years—did not mince words about the danger her communities face. 'I always thought: am I going to live past 30?
Because all of my peers were dying so young,' she recalled while describing the lethal discrimination
Indigenous LGBTQ2IA people face even in spaces 'designed' to serve them.
'When does it stop?' asked Gabriel, 'Do you physically have to see with your own eyes people dying before
you understand what we have been trying to tell you: that we are human beings too. That we have the right to
survive, to thrive, to our languages, to nurture our future generations… Assimilation continues and so does our
fight.'
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Despite these painful truths, the tone of Cancel Canada Day was solution-oriented and future
focused. On a live feed of a rally in Vancouver, virtual attendees heard Audrey Siegel give a powerful address.
She called out to a carefully-distanced crowd of rain-soaked Indigenous and non-Indigenous attendees: 'Any
benefits that you have that come at my expense, I need you to give them up and I need you to do it now…
We want to rise with you, we want to heal with you, we want to do it in a way that Canada cannot do.'
Naming human rights violations from police brutality, addiction stigma, epidemics, and the reservation
school system, Siegel continued, 'We know what it’s like to be pushed aside and forgotten and we will not let
that happen to anyone.'
Her message echoed across the event. Following Siegel’s speech, musician Dakota Bear called for a
movement composed of 'all colors of the medicine wheel: Black, white, red, Free Palestine, Free Hong Kong,
Black Lives Matter!' From digital host Erica Violet Lee’s opening remarks, claiming the day 'in honor of all
lives lost to the Canadian state: Black, brown, Two-Spirit…,' speakers and attendees alike continuously
exchanged messages of support and solidarity through the duration of the program.
Khodi Dill, a biracial and Métis writer, educator, and spoken word artist, challenged the depth of these
promises in his commanding virtual performance. He asked, 'Is it easier for those here in Canada to see injustice
south of the border than to take a stand for those fighting for injustice right around them?' He then pushed further,
'Is it easier to look at the United States than it is to look in the mirror? The oppression of Blacks and the oppression
of Indigenous people--and all oppressed people--are inextricably linked. We remain stolen people on stolen land.
Canada, don’t stand up for me if you won’t stand up for Indigenous people.'
As a whole, the event highlighted the resiliency of Indigenous and First Nations Peoples in Canada,
even after centuries of colonization and forced assimilation, even in the midst of ongoing violence and
environmental degradation, while Indigenous women and children go missing and 4,000 children still lie in
unmarked graves outside of residential schools. Even during a pandemic, the event’s message was one of
hope and power. Indigenous people are making drums, making songs, making medicine, making communities.
They are stepping in where the state does not. The revolution they describe is carried out on reserves and in
university classrooms, at the United Nations and at the local pharmacy, in city streets and in peoples’ home. This
last form was beautifully described by poet Tasha Spillett-Sumner, who spoke from her own sofa, holding her own
infant child.
'The Revolution wants kisses for where it hurts and extra cuddles at bedtime.
You breastfeed the Revolution and tell it stories.
The Revolution is wherever we are and some of our bodies are at home,
Raising the Revolution.'"
Karen Mackenzie, Cree-Métis & HIP Board Member, Honoring Indigenous Peoples (HIP), "Our Story:
'We walk together to forge a new path,” 2020, https://honouringindigenouspeoples.com/about-hip/, stated," In
2014, a small group of Rotarians from several southern Ontario Rotary clubs sat in the basement of a building in
Oshawa talking about creating a country wide organization to work in partnership with Indigenous Peoples.
We have gone from planning on the back of an envelope to establishing HIP’s multi-year plan.
While we continue to listen and learn, we also reflect, adjust and build on our successes. We have
taken huge steps forward including increasing our board to 20 members selected from communities
stretching from coast-to-coast. Bringing some of Canada’s brightest minds and biggest hearts together has
resulted in an updated vision and mission.
As Indigenous and Non-Indigenous partners, we are committed to working together. While we have
refined our focus with an emphasis on relationship building, we will continue our education and awareness
activities including supporting the next generation of leaders and changing knowledge, attitudes and
behaviours.
HIP growth means increasing Indigenous and Non-Indigenous participation. We encourage and
support relationship building between Rotary clubs and Indigenous communities. As we discover shared purposes,
values and how to better support one another, we will be building a better country.
OUR LOGO
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Our logo was designed by Jennifer Wemigwans, Anishnaabekwe (Ojibwe/ Potawatomi) from
Wikwemikong First Nation. The four colours of the medicine wheel represent many things. In this specific design
we are using the symbolic image of people and the four colours to represent the four races of human kind. They
are intertwined and inter-related to symbolize that we are all dependent upon one another and that only together do
we represent the strength of the circle – a complete unity. The outer circle that envelops the four races is done in
purple and white to pay homage to and acknowledge the importance of wampum belts and their historical bond for
bringing together people in this land. Traditional wampum beads are a blend of white and purple. The waves
emitting out from the circle symbolize the ripple effect and strength that comes from being united as people.
OUR MISSION & VISION
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Our mission is to catalyze societal change by inspiring Indigenous & Non-Indigenous
relationship building, strengthening community well-being and advancing the next generation of leaders.
Our vision is
that
all
Indigenous
and
Non-Indigenous
Peoples
work
together,
interconnected and interdependent, for the benefit of future generations.
While HIP remains focused on education, awareness and relationship building, we place emphasis on
building of meaningful, equitable and long-lasting relationships. By creating bonds and supporting one
another, we employ key elements needed to walk the path together. "
HIP's annual reports and current strategic plan are at: https://honouringindigenouspeoples.com/about-hip/.
"AFN National Chief Bellegarde discouraged by Canada’s Announcement that clean water targets will be
missed," Assembly of First Nations, December 2, 2020, https://www.afn.ca/afn-national-chief-bellegardediscouraged-by-canadas-announcement-that-clean-water-targets-will-be-missed/, stated, "AFN National Chief
Perry Bellegarde says First Nations are frustrated, yet not surprised, by today’s announcement from
Indigenous Services Minister Marc Miller, confirming that Canada will not be able to lift all First Nations
long-term drinking water advisories by its target deadline of March 2021.
'First Nations have good reason to be disappointed by the federal government’s announcement that
after more than five years in office, it will miss its own target to provide safe drinking water to all
Indigenous communities across Canada. While there has been significant progress in recent years, it clearly is
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not enough,' said National Chief Bellegarde. 'I welcome today’s announcement by Minister Miller of $1.5
billion to continue to close the infrastructure gap faced by many First Nations, and I remain hopeful it will
be followed up with concerted efforts in the coming months to fix the drinking water situation across
Canada once and for all.'
At last week’s AFN Water Summit, ISC indicated there were still 59 long-term drinking water advisories in
effect, with the majority (75%) located in Ontario. Many of these advisories were flagged as off-track or behind
schedule by First Nations and regional organizations prior to the pandemic. The pandemic has highlighted the
importance of clean water for health and hygiene, while fighting COVID-19.
'I’m very disappointed, but not surprised, to hear that the previous commitment to end all BWAs by March 2021
will not be met,' said Ontario Regional Chief RoseAnne Archibald, who oversees the AFN’s Water portfolio.
'While I welcome Minister Miller’s announcement for Operations and Maintenance funding, as this is only one of
the reasons that Boil Water Advisories continue in First Nations, increased and sustained funding for modern and
reliable infrastructure will remain a key solution. I have asked the minister to work with First Nations to identify
the barriers that have resulted in Ontario having the highest number of BWAs remaining in Canada. We want to
ensure that this basic human right is met for Ontario First Nations.'
The AFN is the national organization representing First Nations citizens in Canada. Follow AFN on Twitter
at @AFN_Updates.
For more information please contact:
Karen Joyner
Communications Officer
Assembly of First Nations
613-292-0857 (cell)
kjoyner@afn.ca"
"The Assembly of First Nations Knowledge Keepers Council supports the rights of Mi’kmaq people to
assert their Treaty Right to Fish within their Territory," Assembly of First Nations, December 1, 2020, of October
22, 2020 statement, https://www.afn.ca/news-media/m stated, "The Assembly of First Nations (AFN)
Knowledge Keepers are sending their support to the Mi’kmaq people who are exercising their right to fish
and earn a modest living as supported by the Peace and Friendship Treaties from 1752 and 176061, the
Royal Proclamation of 1763, s.35 of Canada’s Constitution, and by the 1999 Supreme Court of Canada
Decision in R. vs. Marshall.
The current challenges they are facing from the local communities and the surrounding non-Native
fishers shows not only a lack of understanding of Treaty rights, but that the escalating violence is racially
motivated. The acts of these non-Native fishers to intimidate and deny access to the Mi’kmaq fishers is
fundamentally wrong and must be stopped.
The acts of protest and intimidation against the Mi’kmaq men and women are clearly based on racial
discrimination. Fishing has always been a way of life, a part of the Mi’kmaq people’s culture, identity and
economy, and has been for generations. To call such attention and enact such violence to this practice now is
shameful and ignorant.
The Mi’kmaq are simply asking Canada to honour their inherent and Treaty rights and the decisions of
Canada’s own courts to continue with their right to Fish. Why are they being denied? This right has all been clearly
outlined and confirmed by the 1999 Marshall decision by the Supreme Court of Canada. It should not be
questioned. The Canadian government has a duty to act in support of the fishers.
Why are the Mi’kmaq being deprived of the opportunity to exercise their rights? This issue must be addressed
immediately to ensure that First Nations people have the means to provide for their families and continue the fall
lobster harvest.
The Fishermen and women fish with their families. The violence that the demonstrators are enacting
against the Mi’kmaq is nothing short of assault and must be treated as such. They have destroyed Mi’kmaq traps
and boats; this cannot be tolerated. The verbal intimidations and violent activities are clearly racially motivated.
These actions are disgraceful and must be stopped immediately.
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The Treaties must be respected. At present, the Mi’kmaq People are not safe in their own homes and on
their own territory. Law enforcement needs to be proactive in protecting everyone and not just those who they
deem deserving of protection. People are in danger. Why is Canada looking the other way and not stopping these
acts of violence? The lack of response from the RCMP is very telling.
We will continue to support the Mi’kmaq until the proper action is taken to ensure the safety of their people
and their Treaty rights. We demand that the federal government uphold and honour all Treaty relationships with
First Nations in Canada. Know that the eyes of all Indigenous peoples are on you, Canada."
"AFN National Chief Bellegarde welcomes emergency COVID funding for First Nations Early Learning
and Child Care," Assembly of First Nations, October 30, 2020, https://www.afn.ca/news-media/, stated, "National
Chief Perry Bellegarde of the Assembly of First Nations (AFN) welcomes Canada’s announcement of
emergency funding for Indigenous Early Learning and Child Care (ELCC) to cope with the COVID-19
pandemic. Today’s announcement committed to investing approximately $70 million over the 2020-21 fiscal
year to support First Nations ELCC providers to safely reopen and deliver programs and services for First
Nations children and families during the pandemic.
'Today’s announcement acknowledges the important role that First Nations early learning and child care
programs play in developing happy and healthy First Nations children. The pandemic has exacerbated systemic
disadvantages for First Nations, making these programs that support our children’s wellbeing more important than
ever. COVID-19 has complicated how programs are delivered, but the safety of the providers and participants has
continued to be a top priority,' National Chief Bellegarde said. 'This funding will help First Nations early learning
and child care service providers adjust to the realities of COVID-19 and continue to deliver these important
programs in a safe way.'
Manitoba Regional Chief Kevin Hart holds the Social Development portfolio at the AFN and says that the
funding not only will help First Nations ELCC programs reopen safely when they are ready, but also recognizes
the work they have done throughout the pandemic.
'We want to lift up the staff and management at our First Nations early learning and child care programs.
They have done amazing work supporting our children and families during the pandemic,' Regional Chief Hart
said. 'This investment is a good first step to ensure that this work is recognized and can operate safely as many of
our communities move into the second wave of this pandemic. I will continue to monitor the situation and
advocate for more investments where they are needed to ensure the continued safety of our children and families.'
This investment comes in addition to the September 2020 Throne Speech, in which the federal
government committed to creating a Canada-wide early learning and child care system.
'I will continue to speak up for the needs of First Nations children, families and early learning and child
care providers, particularly as Canada moves to create a national early learning and child care system,' said
National Chief Bellegarde. “We must ensure that First Nations are properly supported in a new national system for
early learning and child care, and further that the distinct needs and priorities of First Nations are respected in this,
which is especially important in the context of COVID-19.”
The AFN is the national organization representing First Nations citizens in Canada. Follow AFN on
Twitter @AFN_Updates.
For more information please contact:
Michael Hutchinson
Interim Communications Director
Assembly of First Nations
613-859-6831 (cell)
mhutchinson@afn.ca
Karen Joyner
Communications Officer
Assembly of First Nations
613-292-0857 (cell)
kjoyner@afn.ca"
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Jesus Nazario and Jess Cherofsky, "'The Communities Know We are Managing the Forest Well': Rainforest
and Sacred Site in Guatemala at Risk of Privatization by U.S. Archaeologist," Cultural Survival, July 24, 2020,
https://www.culturalsurvival.org/news/communities-know-we-are-managing-forest-well-rainforest-and-sacredsite-guatemala-risk, reported, "On June 28, members of the Maya group Tujaal, a word in Maya K’iche’
meaning 'tender maize,' released a statement opposing a proposed U.S.-based project seeking to privatize
archaeological sites in the Maya Biosphere Reserve in Petén, Guatemala. Inside the protected bioreserve sits
El Mirador, a 2,450 square mile basin and Maya cultural site, and a site of contention between Maya
Indigenous communities and U.S.-based archaeologists.
The Mirador-Calakmul Basin is part of the Maya Biosphere Reserve and comprises 1.6 million acres of
rainforest covering areas across Southern Mexico and Northern Guatemala. Within the area are remains of
over 51 pre-hispanic Maya cities. El Mirador, one of the cities, represents for Maya Peoples 'our historical
and cultural legacy,” says Maya K’iche’ archaeologist Iyaxel Cojtí Ren, who is currently finishing a
postdoctoral fellowship at the Dumbarton Oaks Research Library. “They are sacred spaces, vital to the
practice of Maya spirituality.'
The 'Architect'
In late 2019, bill S.3131 was introduced to the 116th United States Senate by Democratic Senator Tom
Udall of New Mexico as the 'Mirador-Calakmul Basin Maya Security and Conservation Partnership Act of
2019.' The contested bill’s self-proclaimed architect is Richard Hansen, a Utah-based archaeologist. Senators
James Risch, Republican of Idaho, and Roger Wicker, Republican of Minnesota, are co-sponsoring the bill, which
seeks to privatize and invest up to 120 million dollars in the Mirador-Calakmul Basin through 'continued
tropical forest and archaeological scientific research, law enforcement, and sustainable tourism.'
Hansen has studied El Mirador for almost 40 years. In a recent VICE video report, Hansen claims that
sustainable tourism, as he has envisioned it, is the only way to ensure the protection of the Maya Biosphere
Reserve. The U.S. Senate bill states in section 2 that there has been an increase in 'trafficking of timber, gold,
wildlife, and other resources' within the protected reserve as a result of 'little central government control or law
enforcement.' Hansen’s plans involve 'a privately managed resort, with hotels, restaurants, and guided
tours,' as well as a train to allow access to remote areas.
'You should see the opposition [to the project]...That's my one of my criticisms of the Guatemalans—
there’s no vision,' Hansen said when asked about why El Mirador was not a tourist destination.
A Vision of Biocultural Community Management
Yet local Maya and mestizo communities have a complex and thriving land management program
that meets their environmental goals and provides economic benefits to their communities. The Association
of Forest Communities of Petén (ACOFOP) was founded in 1995 as a cooperative in charge of managing
500,000 hectares of the Maya Biosphere Reserve through a community forestry model. As of 2016,
ACOFOP comprised 23 community organizations, 'representing over two thousand families and providing
benefits to an estimated forty thousand people.'
The communities live within the reserve, carrying out sustainable production and harvesting of
mahogany and cedar for timber, latex, allspice, nuts, and xate, an ornamental palm. Their access to the
reserve depends on concessions from the government, hard-fought through “mass protests” in the
1990s against both the government and western conservationists. This is the 23rd year of a 25-year
concession for ACOFOP, and the ACOFOP land managers’ vision is clear: community governance results
in environmental conservation, biodiversity protection, and sustainable development by and for
communities, and they have a 23-year track record and scientific studies to prove it.
As a tourism coordinator in Carmelita, a community next to El Mirador, Juan Carlos Marín represents
ACOFOP and works within the forest concessions. Marín says that, during the 23 years of practicing
sustainable forestry, the rate of deforestation has been less than one percent in the concession areas. As of
2016, the Rainforest Foundation reported the deforestation rate in the concessions to be 86% less than in
government protected areas.
Indigenous Peoples have the right to conserve and tend their own lands, and they are also the best
equipped to do so. In an interview with Cultural Survival staff, Jorge Emilio Soza of the Integral Forest
Association (Asociación Forestal Integral) and native of San Andrés Peten points out that in Guatemala’s case,
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the nation’s Peace Accords of 1996 stipulate community land management. A 2014 report by Rights and
Resources Initiativereported, '[I]t is believed that strong community forest rights [in Brazil] could prevent
27.2 million hectares of deforestation by 2050, equal to three years’ worth of emissions from all Latin
American and Caribbean countries. Research in several countries also shows that deforestation rates inside
indigenous and community forests with strong legal recognition and government protection are significantly
lower than in forests outside these areas. Further, Indigenous Peoples and local communities have
effectively protected their environment for thousands of years with little or no outside financial incentive,
and limited government recognition.” The report goes on to note that areas benefiting from community
management were 'even more effective’ than strictly protected areas at reducing the incidence of fire.' The
presence of fewer fires is understood to imply less deforestation.
The Maya Biosphere Reserve provides a case in point. The cooperative communities’ powerful
environmental monitoring system has radically reduced forest fires; while the community-managed
concessions comprise 16% of the Reserve, they contain only 1% of all forest fires. Soza applauds how
community patrols, trained in drone use, gather data to protect their lands. He highlights how annual forest
fires only occur in areas of Petén where community organizations are absent. 'Thanks to the management [in
the concessions], El Mirador has that support that guarantees that there won’t be an interruption in soil use, there
won’t be forest fires. Why? Because those communities are what provides the buffer zone to prevent all those
disasters.'
Studies (http://www.cifor.org/publications/pdf_files/books/bcifor0801.pdf)in 2004 and 2005 also found
that deforestation was less than prior to the formal establishment of community management and that biodiversity
has increased. Evidence also suggests, contrary to Hansen’s and the U.S. Senate bill’s allegation, that trafficking is
actually less likely to be associated with community managed lands. Soza says, 'The communities know we are
managing the forest well, through a forest management certification which guarantees at the global level...that
resource management is being done technically and scientifically.' This also serves as a guarantee to the
Guatemalan government.
After the 25-year concession ends in 2022, it will be up for renewal and thus at risk. Hansen told
Guatemalan officials that no one would invest in his project if the concessions continued; in the next breath, he
emphasized to them how 'great it would be for you' if they supported his project.
'These kinds of projects [like Hansen’s] have always been proposed to political leaders; they have never
been presented to the community,” says Marín. “Our grandparents have lived here, our parents have lived here, and
now we live here.” Consultation with the communities is part of the internationally recognized right to Free, Prior,
and Informed Consent before any projects that affect Indigenous Peoples on their lands. It is enshrined in the UN
Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples and other international agreements. Hansen has not complied with
this obligation.
'Should the protected areas in El Mirador be privatized, local communities may lose access they have had
to the Maya Biosphere via forest concessions,” says Cojtí Ren. “That is the fear, that they will be excluded and
become employees of the planned tourism enterprise; they would no longer be protagonists in the [MiradorCalakmul Basin].'
'Of course El Mirador is important to us; it is the natural and cultural patrimony of all Guatemalans,' says
Soza. 'By not renewing the [forest] concessions there could be social chaos because there would not be the
opportunity for income for the families in the communities. This would have a huge impact.'
A way to overcome current limitations in sustainable development is to conduct evidence-based
environmental studies in the Biósfera Maya to better inform sustainable development policies, and ensure that the
communities living in Peten be included in eventual decision making processes, Marín says.
'I think this is ultimately a case of sovereignty because it should not be possible for someone to come and
bypass all of our laws, primarily the laws regarding protected areas,' Marín said. 'The train [that Hansen is
proposing] may be an option but it needs to be proven to be the best option.'
Resistance
In response to Hansen’s plan, S.3131, the members from the group Tujaal position themselves in
direct opposition. Their statement, titled “The Maya City El Mirador is not up for negotiation, sale, or
dispute. It is respected,” (https://tujaal.org/pronunciamiento-de-los-consejos-de-sabias-y-sabios-mayas-sobre-la60

expropiacion-de-la-ciudad-sagrada-el-mirador/) discusses how the local Maya peoples living within the protected
biospheres in Guatemala, where El Mirador is situated, will lose their livelihoods, should the bill pass. The group
has made five specific demands:
For the three U.S. Senators sponsoring the bill S.3131 to not move forward with the bill.
For Richard Hansen to cease his studies in El Mirador and for proper repatriation of Maya artifacts held in
private collections across the world.
For Richard Hansen to disseminate his research findings, since such information has not been
published nor discussed with Maya communities since Hansen began his research in El Mirador in 2002.
For Maya communities to not support Guatemalan politicians that are in favor of supporting the
S.3131 bill.
For an alliance between all Maya elders, healers, authorities, and governments as a whole to oppose
and protect the Maya Biosphere Reserve.
Cultural Survival is in solidarity with the Maya and mestizo communities of the Mirador-Calakmul Basin
and their right to sovereign management of their lands. We believe it should be up to the peoples living in the
Mirador-Calakmul Basin to decide how to govern their lands, be it through the current communal forest
concessions or other forms of management. In either case, decisions should be locally determined and always
include free, prior, and informed consent when projects are proposed by outside groups. Nation-states should aid in
Indigenous Peoples’ self-determination. We reiterate our support and have signed on to an open letter by Tujaal
denouncing the S.3131 project.
A petition has been created with over 200,000 supporters in opposition of bill S.3131. In addition to
gathering support against the bill, the petition also asks supporters to reach out to their respective elected officials
to voice their concerns over the bill."
Amazon Watch, stated in a July 2020 E-mail, "The Amazon and its peoples are in crisis. Following the
rampant deforestation and unprecedented fires that ravaged the Amazon rainforest last year, we are fast
approaching a tipping point of ecological collapse. The Amazon is also confronting a humanitarian
emergency due to the COVID-19 pandemic, and Indigenous peoples are facing potential ethnocide. In 2020,
our yearly Amazon in Focus report has been renamed Amazon in Crisis, due to the multiple escalating
threats against Indigenous peoples and the rainforest.
While the challenges may seem daunting, we still have time to shift from 'tipping point to turning point' for
the Amazon, the global climate, and our Mother Earth.
In this publication, you will find highlights of our work this past year, including our victories and
continued struggle for Indigenous rights and sovereignty across the Amazon Basin. With your solidarity, we
have expanded direct support and coordination with partners on the ground across the Amazon and distributed over
$1 million in rapid response grants to support women defenders, stop the fires, and prevent the spread of COVID19.
We also expanded our global campaigns in coordination with Indigenous and international allies, including
the over 250 organizations who signed a global call for an immediate moratorium on all extractive activities in the
Amazon. And, we are building a Pan-Amazon Alliance and launching international initiatives in solidarity with
Indigenous peoples, including the Amazon Emergency Fund and Artists for Amazonía.
Thank you for standing with us during these challenging but transformative times! We are building a
unified global movement to act for the Amazon, Indigenous rights, and climate justice. Your solidarity with
Indigenous peoples is crucial at a time when the world desperately needs their wisdom, guidance, and solutions to
restore the balance of nature and respect for humanity and all life."
Download "Amazon in Crisis" at: https://amazonwatch.org/assets/files/2020-amazon-in-crisis.pdf.
"Brazil: 439,000 signature petition to be handed in to Congress for Yanomami Covid campaign," Survival
International, December 2, 2020, https://www.survivalinternational.org/news/12514, UPDATE December 4: *The
petition was handed over during an online ceremony yesterday attended by Dario Yanomami, Mauricio Ye’kwana,
Congresswoman Joenia Wapichana and others.
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To mark the occasion, stunning Yanomami paintings of the xapiri – spirit beings – were projected onto
Brazil’s Congress: photos below.
December 2:
A 439,000 signature petition calling on the Brazilian government to prevent the genocide of the
Yanomami people will be handed in to Congress in Brasilia on Thursday December 3.
When:
December
3
8am EST /
10am BRT /
1pm GMT:
Petition
hand-in
to
Federal
deputies
(online)
5pm EST / 7pm BRT / 10pm GMT: Projections of Yanomami images on Brazilian Congress
The 'MinersOutCovidOut' (https://www.minersoutcovidout.org) petition calls for the immediate
expulsion of 20,000 illegal miners from inside the Yanomami Indigenous Territory. The miners have
brought in outside diseases such as Covid-19 and malaria, and their prospecting has polluted the rivers.
The original target for the petition was 100,000 signatures.
Covid-19 is now rampant across the Yanomami Territory, and from August to October alone,
confirmed cases jumped from 335 to 1,202. Lack of testing means the real number of cases is probably far
higher.
Jair Bolsonaro’s government backs the miners. Its actions have seriously hampered efforts to prevent
Covid-19 spreading inside indigenous territories. Little has been done to remove the miners, whose numbers have
increased dramatically in recent years.
Joenia Wapichana, Brazil’s first indigenous congresswoman, will receive the petition virtually from
Yanomami and Ye’kwana leaders. Other indigenous representatives will also be present in the online event.
On the day of the hand-in, in a historic first, a campaign message and Yanomami paintings will be
projected on to the Congress building.
The hand-in comes after the publication of an explosive new report revealing the humanitarian crisis
unfolding in the Yanomami Territory (https://assets.survivalinternational.org/documents/1984/coy-ingles-r032020117.pdf). Dario Yanomami, campaign spokesperson and Vice President of Hutukara (an organization that
represents Yanomami and Ye’kwana people) referred to it as a 'historic document [showing] how the disease
spread in our territory'.
Dario said: 'We want to deliver this document to the Brazilian authorities. It’s an instrument to denounce
the problems with the invasion of miners, the contamination of the environment including our rivers, and infection
from diseases, like this xawara [epidemic], which are killing a lot of people.'
Fiona Watson, Survival’s Research and Advocacy director who has worked with the Yanomami for three
decades, said today: 'The government is rapidly creating conditions for another genocide of the Yanomami
people. If the authorities don’t act now to expel the miners and stop the spread of coronavirus and malaria, the
Yanomami, the Ye’kwana and several highly vulnerable uncontacted communities in the territory will see their
lives shattered beyond repair. Public concern is mounting and the government must be held to account before it’s
too late.'
The campaign was launched in June 2020 by several Yanomami and Ye’kwana associations: the
Yanomami and Ye’kwana Leadership Forum, Hutukara Yanomami Association (HAY), Wanasseduume
Ye’kwana Association (SEDUUME), Kumirayoma Yanomami Women’s Association (AMYK) Texoli Ninam
Association of Roraima State (TANER) and the Yanomami Association of the River Cauaburis and Affluents
(AYRCA).
It is supported by various organizations worldwide, including Survival: APIB (Coalition of
Indigenous Organizations of Brazil), COIAB (Coordinating Body of Indigenous Organizations of the
Brazilian Amazon), ISA (Instituto Socioambiental), Survival International, Greenpeace Brasil, Conectas
Direitos Humanos, Amnesty International Brazil, Rede de Cooperação Amazônica (RCA), Instituto Igarapé,
Rainforest Foundation US and Rainforest Foundation Norway and Amazon Watch."
Erica Belfi, "Indigenous Activists Demand Tesla Stop Buying Nickel from Nornickel in Russia," Cultural
Survival, August 11, 2020, https://www.culturalsurvival.org/news/indigenous-activists-demand-tesla-stopbuying-nickel-nornickel-russia, reported, "The Aborigen Forum, a coalition of organizations, activists, and
community leaders that represent and protect the rights of Indigenous Peoples in the North, Siberia, and the
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Far East of the Russian Federation, released an open letter on August 6, 2020, concerning the mining
company Norilsk Nickel, otherwise known as Nornickel. The letter is addressed to Elon Musk, billionaire
and CEO of Tesla Inc., who recently announced his search for more nickel to expand production of Tesla
electric cars. While Nornickel is the leading producer of nickel, Aborigen Forum advocates that Musk not
endorse the mining company by buying their nickel, copper, or other products. Nornickel operates on and
has caused extensive environmental damage to the territories of Indigenous Peoples in the Arctic. The Sámi,
Nentsy, Nganasan, Entsy, Dolgan and Evenki communities have occupied the land for generations but have
suffered from Nornickel’s negative impacts on their herding, hunting, fishing, and overall economic and
subsistence
activities.
'In light of their concerns, the Aborigen Forum set forth a series of demands in their letter, asking Musk to
refrain buying from Nornickel until the company reviews and implements their requests. Aborigen Forum
demands that Nornickel conduct an environmental review of the degradation that their company has caused
while mining for metals in the Taymyr Peninsula and Murmansk Oblast. Nornickel must also compensate
the Indigenous communities that they have disrupted and harmed. Furthermore, Nornickel must implement
a thorough plan to recultivate and restore contaminated lands in the Taymyr Peninsula and Murmansk
Oblast. Lastly, the Aborigen Forum demands that Nornickel change their manner of interacting with
Indigenous Peoples to comply with the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples. The
company must abide by the standard of Free, Prior and Informed Consent and work in consultation with
Indigenous Peoples when mining activities affect their territories and resources.
The Arctic region is particularly vulnerable to environmental damage and it can take decades to
recover from the effects of pollution. On May 29, 2020, a Nornickel power plant failed and released 21,000
tons of diesel oil into the local rivers. The letter notes that the extent of the spill was substantial: 'the secondlargest environmental disaster in the Arctic region, after the 1989 Exxon Valdez oil spill in Alaska.' Oil spills
are a recurring problem, leaving the land devastated beyond its traditional use. Air pollution is yet another
toxic byproduct of the company’s practices. In Monchegorsk on the Kola Peninsula, observers report a region
of dying trees that expands over several square kilometers near Nornickel smelters that are used to process
the mined metals. In January of 2019, the company’s smelters released so much sulfur dioxide into the air that
municipal authorities in a Norwegian town across the border issued a health warning alarm, advising all
people, especially those with heart complications, to stay away from the area. A 2018 Greenpeace analysis of
NASA data ranked Russia the second top global emitter of sulfur dioxide in the world, with Norilsk, Russia
ranking number one for the most hotspot regions.
The devastation caused by Nornickel’s practices does not stop there. One of Nornickel’s enrichment
plants disposed of its wastewater into a nearby tundra on June 28th, 2020, dumping approximately 6,000
cubic meters of waste onto the land. The next day, a Nornickel industrial waste landfill burst into flames,
burning high enough for the smoke to spread towards the tundra. While Vladimir Potanin, the company’s
president, denies storing toxic waste in the landfill and downplays the environmental disasters that Nornickel has
caused, environmental activists in the region accuse the company of attempted cover-ups. Given their secrecy, the
true extent of the company’s destruction is unclear.
Tesla Inc. prides itself on being a major leader in electric car manufacturing, producing vehicles that are
meant to be more economically and environmentally sustainable. Tesla even has its own Company Code of
Conduct, which includes statements requiring that the company’s suppliers minimize their negative impacts on the
environment in order to abide by long-term sustainability goals. An article in the Barents Observer draws attention
to the mismatch between Tesla Inc.’s arguments for the environmental viability of electric cars and the ultimate
destruction that occurs in the mining process for their essential battery components. Aborigen Forum thus calls
on Elon Musk to adhere to his own company policies and the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of
Indigenous Peoples by respecting Indigenous rights and refusing to support Nornickel until the letter’s
demands are completely met."
"KOEF Grant Partner Spotlight: Il'laramatak Community Concerns Kenya," Cultural Survival, September
29, 2020, https://www.culturalsurvival.org/news/koef-grant-partner-spotlight-illaramatak-community-concernskenya,
reported,
"Founded
in
2011, Il'laramatak
Community
Concerns (ICC:
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https://www.facebook.com/IllaramatakCommunityConcerns/),
works to address human rights and
development concerns of Indigenous pastoralists, who are part of minority communities in Kenya. ICC has
a special focus on women and girls by empowering women and girls to transform their lives through
improved education, justice empowerment, and socio-economic development. 'ICC believes and recognizes
that pastoralist communities in the arid and semi-arid lands of Kenya have much to offer to the country, and ICC
would like to look at these groups differently, recognizing their strengths and the resources they have, and
understanding what makes them distinct.'
The COVID-19 pandemic has brought an economic crisis and is rapidly exacerbating an on-going
food insecurity and nutrition crisis in pastoral areas of Kenya. Since pastoralists rely on their local livestock
and markets for subsistence and sustenance, they had been hit hard upon prevailing closure of markets and
supplies to the local shops have dwindled with the restriction of movement. This is why ICC are taking
action in communities in Kajiado and Samburu counties by carrying on a project funded by Keepers of the
Earth Fund to provide food packages to elderly women and children. They are providing soap for people to
be able to keep sanitation measures. As a complementary strategy, they are conducting radio talk shows to
disseminate timely and accurate information on COVID-19 in Maa through local radio stations. Up to 600
Maasai people will benefit directly from this project.
'Our local food systems have been seating on a knife edge for decades. Children have suffered with school
closure, meaning one-meal-a day has been withdrawn. In indigenous communities, families among the poorest
have been ‘one-missed-day-wage’ away from food insecurity. The lock-down and disruption triggered by COVID19 have shown the fragility of people’ access to essential goods and services. In health and food systems, critical
weakness and inequalities/inequities have come to light. COVID-19 is a wake-up call for food systems that must
be met. In this wake of the pandemic, we cannot sit back and watch the communities' lack of information and
capacity plunge them into desperation and death, we have been in the forefront in helping them with food items,
information, masks, and sanitation kits for prevention of the coronavirus.' said Agnes Leina, executive director of
Il'laramatak Community Concerns."
"U.S. prepares to block cotton imports from Uyghur Region," Freeedom United, Freedom United,
September 11, 2020, https://www.freedomunited.org/news/u-s-prepares-to-block-cotton-imports-from-uyghurregion/?trk_msg=U0HTB9MF2CG4JA9SBCSO7607PC&trk_contact=B6M8ONO3GA0V4UPHDKT7AR6C7G&
trk_sid=14OBILPJI6EO33L9RIS11HLUKO&utm_source=Listrak&utm_medium=email&utm_term=Read+more..
.&utm_campaign=News+Digest_9.06.2020&utm_content=News+Digest_9.06.2020, stated. "Last week, Freedom
United signed a petition urging the U.S. to ban the import of cotton goods from Xinjiang Uyghur
Autonomous Region in China, where over a million Uyghurs have been detained and many forced to work.
Less than a week later, U.S. Customs and Border Protection (CBP) has moved to accept our
demands."
Freedom United Stated in an Email, September 29, 2020. "Write directly to fashion
brands (https://www.freedomunited.org/advocate/forced-labourfashion/?trk_msg=C9AGV1JIHVBK74UFIDD8NJQ6OK&trk_contact=B6M8ONO3GA0V4UPHDKT7AR6C7G
&trk_sid=IOMGIREL3HK8Q8THOSUI6CR3CS&utm_source=Listrak&utm_medium=email&utm_term=You+ca
n+now+write+directly+to+fashion+brands&utm_campaign=FU-FreeUyghurs-ETT-29Sep2020&utm_content=FUFreeUyghurs-ETT-29Sep2020)with our new action to end the forced labor of Uyghurs.
We’re grateful for your petition signature. In a few short months, we’ve gathered more than 50,000
names, including yours, calling for the Chinese government to end its system of forced labor in the Uyghur
Region and beyond. We've brought the power of our collective voice to protests and actions at Fashion Week in
New York, London, and Milan."
"Outrage from Indigenous leaders: notorious ‘Factory School’ for 30,000 children set to host World
Congress
of
Anthropology,"
Survival
International,
July 14, 2020,
https://www.survivalinternational.org/news/12423, reported, "Hundreds of Indigenous leaders, activists and
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anthropologists have denounced plans to hold the 2023 World Congress of Anthropology at the world’s
largest “Factory School,” where children are told they are “never fully human.”
Protestors
have
signed
an open
letter (https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfrxne92dO5z_NHCiC0jvfs-aJntqTam1piX342hslYWvPxA/viewform) calling on the International Union of Anthropological and Ethnological Sciences
and other anthropological bodies to 'sever their ties' with the giant Kalinga Institute of Social Sciences
(KISS) in India, a residential school for 30,000 tribal children.
KISS calls itself an ‘anthropological laboratory’ while divorcing Adivasi (Indigenous) children from
their cultures, languages and ways of life. It declares its mission is to 'turn tax consumers into tax payers,
liabilities into assets (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=F2OKrbupDtA).'
KISS recently opened a branch of the school jointly with notorious mining company Adani
(https://www.survivalinternational.org/news/12316). Oraon Adivasi leader, Nicholas Barla said: “KISS’s
collaborators are the same companies and corporates, who take away our Adivasi land, dispossessing us of our
livelihood and forcing us to live in misery, to live in slums in subhuman conditions.”
One of the petitioners, Pranab Doley, of the Mising tribe said: “The model of education that KISS promotes
is anti-Adivasi and anti-children. It is a model of colonizing Adivasi children and uprooting them from their own
land and culture.”
30,000 girls and boys from different Adivasi communities stay at KISS for 9 months of the year.
An anonymous KISS student told Survival: 'The Deputy CEO tells us, ‘We give you so much here but you
will only ever be Adivasis – never fully human’.' KISS’s founder gave a speech in 2019 in which he refers to an
Adivasi community by name as ‘monkeys’ and says: "There are so many variety of primitive tribes – they don’t
understand anything.”
Prof Nandini Sundar, a renowned sociologist from Delhi University who signed the petition, said: 'It is a
travesty that an anthropological congress which aims at understanding the human condition should partner with an
institution which is aimed at blocking any understanding of Indigenous people in its own home state Odisha.'
Survival is campaigning to end Factory Schools like KISS, which strip around two million Indigenous and
tribal children of their identities and teach them to feel ashamed of who they are and where they come from. It’s
campaigning for Indigenous education to be under Indigenous control."
"Bangladesh: Free Rohingya Refugees Detained on Isolated Island: Five international human rights
organizations
request
access
to
Bhasan
Char,"
Fortify
Rights,
November
12,
2020,
https://mailchi.mp/fortifyrights/bangladesh-free-rohingya-refugees-detained-on-isolated-island?e=24e6ca1455,
stated, "The Government of Bangladesh should free more than 300 Rohingya refugees detained on Bhasan
Char island and cease plans for further relocations to the island until after independent appraisals that
allow Rohingya to make informed and voluntary decisions, said Fortify Rights today."
"Myanmar: Ensure Voting Rights, Restore Citizenship Rights for Rohingya: National elections scheduled for November
8," Fortify Rights, July 10, 2020, https://www.fortifyrights.org/mya-inv-2020-07-10/, stated, "Ahead of the
upcoming national elections, the Government of Myanmar should ensure all voting-age Rohingya—including
refugees in Bangladesh—have the right to vote, said Fortify Rights today. On July 2, the Myanmar Union
Election Commission announced that national elections are scheduled for November 8."
"Myanmar: Release Imprisoned Rakhine/Arakanese Student Leaders: Lift internet blackout, protect freedom of
expression," Fortify Rights, July 30, 2020, https://www.fortifyrights.org/mya-inv-2020-07-30/, stated, "Myanmar
authorities should immediately release Myat Hein Tun and Kyaw Lin, two student leaders of the Rakhine
Students’ Union imprisoned for protesting internet restrictions in Rakhine and Chin states, said Fortify Rights
today. On July 23, the Kamayut Township Court sentenced the pair to one-month in prison for failing to
inform the authorities in advance of the protest."
"Malaysia: Release Inquiry Report on Mass Graves and Trafficked Rohingya, Ensure Accountability: One
year on, Royal Commission of Inquiry report remains unpublished," Fortify Rights, September 16, 2020,
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https://mailchi.mp/fortifyrights/malaysia-release-inquiry-report-on-mass-graves-and-trafficked-rohingya-ensureaccountability?e=24e6ca1455, commented, "The Government of Malaysia should immediately release
the final report and recommendations of the Royal Commission of Inquiry (RCI) into the human trafficking
and mass graves of Rohingya and Bangladeshis discovered in Wang Kelian, Perlis State in 2015, said Fortify
Rights today. The RCI submitted its report to the King of Malaysia one year ago this month, according to media
reports.
Fortify Rights released a short film today with footage of Wang Kelian, where Malaysian authorities
discovered 139 graves and 28 suspected human trafficking camps in 2015."
"Donor Donor Governments: Recognize Crimes Against Rohingya as Genocide: Governments convene to raise US$1
billion for Rohingya relief," Fortify Rights, https://www.fortifyrights.org/mya-bgd-inv-2020-10-21/," October 21,
2020, https://www.fortifyrights.org/mya-bgd-inv-2020-10-21/, stated, "Donor governments seeking to raise one
billion dollars in aid for Rohingya should acknowledge the crimes perpetrated against them in Myanmar as
genocide and crimes against humanity, Fortify Rights said today. Tomorrow, the United States, United
Kingdom, European Union, and the U.N. refugee agency will co-host a virtual donor conference to raise
humanitarian funds for displaced Rohingya and host communities."
Galina Angarova and Daisee Francour, "Indigenizing Philanthropy: Shifting Grantmaking Practices from
Extractive
to
Reciprocal,"
Cultural
Survival,
beginning
December
1,
2020,
https://www.culturalsurvival.org/news/indigenizing-philanthropy-shifting-grantmaking-practices-extractivereciprocal, stated, "The Indigenizing Philanthropy Series is a five-part article series accompanied with a
webinar and toolkit to provide a framework in how to transform and Indigenize philanthropy. Co-authored
by Cultural Survival staff Galina Angarova (Buryat) and Daisee Francour (Oneida), both authors have unique
experiences as Indigenous women who have worked both in philanthropy as program officers for private
foundations and as fundraisers for NGOs. Angarova and Francour, Indigenous women from the United States and
Russia (Siberia), offer their dynamic expertise and shed an important light on how philanthropy can take a serious,
introspective look at its colonial roots and take authentic actions to remedy its future in a way that is aligned with
natural law and responsible ways of being and knowing." The articles, webinar and tool kit are available at:
https://www.culturalsurvival.org.
}~~~---->>>>>>>-=+=-<<<<<<<----~~~{
INDIAN AND INDIGENOUS DEVELOPMENTS
Steve Sachs
Environmental Developments
Hiroko Tabuchi, "Global Methane Emissions Reach a Record High: Scientists expect emissions, driven by
fossil fuels and agriculture, to continue rising rapidly," The New York Times, July 14, 2020,
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/07/14/climate/methane-emissionsrecord.html?campaign_id=54&emc=edit_clim_20200715&instance_id=20331&nl=climatefwd%3A&regi_id=52235981&segment_id=33470&te=1&user_id=2984790c14170290245238c0cd4fd927,
reported, "Global emissions of methane, a potent greenhouse gas, soared to a record high in 2017, the most
recent year for which worldwide data are available, researchers said Tuesday.
And they warned that the rise — driven by fossil fuel leaks and agriculture — would most certainly
continue despite the economic slowdown from the coronavirus crisis, which is bad news for efforts to limit
global warming and its grave effects.
The
latest
findings,
published
on
Tuesday
in
two scientific journals
(https://essd.copernicus.org/articles/12/1561/2020/), underscore how methane presents a growing threat, even as
the world finds some success in reining in carbon dioxide emissions, the most abundant greenhouse gas and the
main cause of global warning."
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Brandon Specktor "Earth barreling toward 'Hothouse' state not seen in 50 million years, epic new climate
record shows: Record goes back to the dinosaur extinction," Science Live, September 10, 2020,
https://www.livescience.com/author/brandon-specktor, reports that a new study of climate developments since the
event the extinguished the dinosaurs, shows that current global warming is rapidly moving the Earth toward a
"hot house" climate not seen in 50 million years.
"2020 on track to be one of three warmest years on record," World Meteorological Organization (WMO),
December 2, 2020, https://public.wmo.int/en/media/press-release/2020-track-be-one-of-three-warmest-yearsrecord, reported, "Climate change continued its relentless march in 2020, which is on track to be one of the
three warmest years on record. 2011-2020 will be the warmest decade on record, with the warmest six years
all being since 2015, according to the World Meteorological Organization.
Ocean heat is at record levels and more than 80% of the global ocean experienced a marine heatwave
at some time in 2020, with widespread repercussions for marine ecosystems already suffering from more
acidic waters due to carbon dioxide (CO2) absorption, according to the provisional WMO report on the State of
the Global Climate in 2020 (https://library.wmo.int/index.php?lvl=notice_display&id=21804#.YAJcJi2z1MM)."

August, September and October 2020 were record hot months in California, contributing to the
state's worst fire season (Hawley Smith, "California suffered three straight months of record heat," Albuquerque
Journal, December 9, 2020.
Jake Johnson, "'This Scares Me,' Says Bill McKibben as Arctic Hits 100.4°F—Hottest Temperature on
Record'100°F about 70 miles north of the Arctic Circle today in Siberia. That's a first in all of recorded history. We
are
in
a
climate
emergency,'"
Common
Dreams,
June
22,
2020,
https://www.commondreams.org/news/2020/06/22/scares-me-says-bill-mckibben-arctic-hits-1004degf-hottesttemperature-record?cdorigin=rss&utm_term=AO&utm_campaign=Daily%20Newsletter&utm_content=email&utm_source=Daily%20Ne
wsletter&utm_medium=email, reported, "A small Siberian town north of the Arctic Circle reached 100.4
degrees Fahrenheit on Saturday, a figure that—if verified—would be the highest temperature reading in the
region since record-keeping began in 1885.
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"This scares me, I have to say," environmentalist and 350.org co-founder Bill McKibben tweeted in
response to news of the record-breaking reading in Verkhoyansk, where the average high temperature in
June is 68°F.
Washington Post climate reporter Andrew Freedman noted Sunday that if the reading is confirmed, it
'would be the northernmost 100-degree reading ever observed, and the highest temperature on record in the Arctic,
a region that is warming at more than twice the rate of the rest of the globe."
'On Sunday, the same location recorded a high temperature of 95.3 degrees (35.2 Celsius), showing the
Saturday reading was not an anomaly,' the newspaper reported. 'While some questions remain about the
accuracy of the Verkhoyansk temperature measurement, data from a Saturday weather balloon launch at that
location supports the 100-degree reading. Temperatures in the lower atmosphere, at about 5,000 feet, also
were unusually warm at 70 degrees (21 Celsius), a sign of extreme heat at the surface.'
The World Meteorological Organization said Sunday that is 'preliminarily accepting the observation as a
new extreme' as it conducts a more thorough review of the Verkhoyansk reading.
'100°F about 70 miles north of the Arctic Circle today in Siberia. That's a first in all of recorded history,
tweeted meteorologist Eric Holthaus. 'We are in a climate emergency.'
The reading comes as Siberia is in the midst of a prolonged heatwave that has alarmed climate
scientists and activists.
'Been watching the Siberian heatwave for months and it's beyond terrifying—already suffering what was
expected in 2100 in a worst case scenario, said climate activist and conservationist Charlie Gardner.
As the Guardian reported last week, 'the freak temperatures [in Siberia] have been linked to wildfires,
a huge oil spill, and a plague of tree-eating moths.'
'Russian towns in the Arctic Circle have recorded extraordinary temperatures, with Nizhnyaya
Pesha hitting 30°C on 9 June and Khatanga, which usually has daytime temperatures of around 0°C at this
time of year, hitting 25°C on 22 May. The previous record was 12°C.'
Our work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-Share Alike 3.0 License."
Jessica Corbett, "As Arctic Burns, New Data Shows June 2020 Capped Off Year Tied for Hottest on
Record: 'So I ask again: where are the breaking news?' tweeted teen climate activist Greta Thunberg. 'Where are
the front pages? Where are the emergency meetings? Where are the adults?'" Common Dreams, July, 7, 2020,
https://www.commondreams.org/news/2020/07/07/arctic-burns-new-data-shows-june-2020-capped-year-tiedhottest-record?cdorigin=rss&utm_term=AO&utm_campaign=Daily%20Newsletter&utm_content=email&utm_source=Daily%20Ne
wsletter&utm_medium=Email, reported, "The unprecedented heat and fires that ravaged Siberia last month
came at the tail end of a 12-month period that European researchers revealed Tuesday effectively tied with
the hottest year on record based on global surface temperatures, bolstering calls from activists for
international bodies and governments across the globe to take immediate action to tackle the climate crisis.
As Carbon Brief noted on Twitter, the 12-month period ending in June aligned with a record from August
2015 to September 2016. The findings come from the Copernicus Climate Change Service (C3S), which is
implemented by the European Center for Medium-Range Weather Forecasts (ECMWF) on behalf of the European
Commission.
Swedish 17-year-old climate activist Greta Thunberg, founder of the global youth-led Fridays for Future
movement, responded to Carbon Brief's tweets about the new C3S report with a series of questions reiterating her
challenge to reporters, governments, and other "adults" to take the planetary emergency seriously:
The European researchers found that during June 2020 alone, global temperatures were 0.53°C
warmer than the average for June 1981–2010. Last month was also less than 0.01°C cooler than the warmest
June on record in 2019 and 0.1°C warmer than the third warmest June in 2016.
In a press statement Tuesday, C3S explained that in terms of data from June 2020, "the most striking
regional feature was exceptional warmth over Arctic Siberia, where average temperatures reached as high
as 10°C above normal for June. The temperature averaged over all land in Arctic Siberia combined was
more than five degrees above normal, and more than a degree higher than in 2018 and 2019, the two
previous warmest Junes."
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'Finding what caused these record temperatures is not a straightforward endeavor as there are many
contributing factors interacting with each other,' said C3S director Carlo Buontempo. 'Siberia and the Arctic Circle
in general have large fluctuations from year to year and have experienced other relatively warm Junes before.'
'What is worrisome is that the Arctic is warming faster than the rest of the world,' he continued.
'Western Siberia experiencing warmer-than-average temperatures so long during the winter and spring is
unusual, and the exceptionally high temperatures in Arctic Siberia that have occurred now in June 2020 are
equally a cause for concern.'
As Common Dreams reported June 27, experts linked the temperatures and fires in Siberia last month
to the climate crisis. 'Had the climate not changed due to man-made greenhouse gases, the heat we've seen in
parts of Siberia would have been a 100,000-year event,' said Weather Channel meteorologist Carl Parker.
Copernicus Atmosphere Monitoring Service (CAMS) senior scientist and ECMWF wildfire expert Mark
Parrington said Tuesday that 'what is remarkable with these fires in Siberia is the striking similarity with
what we saw over the same period of last year in terms of both the area affected and the scale of the fires.'
'Last year was already by far an unusual, and record, summer for fires in the Arctic Circle in our Global
Fire Assimilation System dataset, which goes back to 2003,' said Parrington. 'This year has evolved in a very
similar way and if it continues to progress like last year, we could see intense activity for the next few weeks.'
'Higher temperatures and drier surface conditions are providing ideal conditions for these fires to burn and
to persist for so long over such a large area," he added. "We have seen very similar patterns in the fire activity and
soil moisture anomalies across the region in our fire monitoring activities over the last few years.'
During the July 2019–June 2020 period, global temperatures were 'well above the 1981–2010 average over
a large part of Siberia and the Arctic Ocean to the north, to the north of Alaska, and over parts of West Antarctica'
as well as 'above average over virtually all of Europe,' according to C3S.
'Globally, the 12-month period from July 2019 to June 2020 was 0.65°C warmer than the 1981-2010
average," the new C3S report says. "The value for this period is very close to that of the 12-month periods ending
in May 2020 and September 2016, the two warmest such periods in this record.'
Our work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-Share Alike 3.0 License."
Somini Sengupta, "Intense Arctic Wildfires Set a Pollution Record: High temperatures and dry soil mean
ideal conditions for fires. Blazes in June produced more carbon emissions than any other fires in almost two
decades of monitoring.
July
7,
2020,
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/07/07/climate/climate-change-arcticfires.html?campaign_id=54&emc=edit_clim_20200708&instance_id=20128&nl=climatefwd%3A&regi_id=52235981&segment_id=32916&te=1&user_id=2984790c14170290245238c0cd4fd927,
reported, "Intense wildfires in the Arctic in June released more polluting gases into the Earth’s atmosphere
than in any other month in 18 years of data collection, European scientists said in a report Tuesday.
These fires offer a stark portrait of planetary warming trends." The amount of carbon released is a record.
breaking last year's record from, up to that time, unprecedented Arctic wildfires.
"The Arctic is warming at least two and a half times faster than the global average rate. Soils in the region
are drier than before. Wildfires are spreading across a large swath. In June, fires released 59 million metric
tons of planet-warming carbon dioxide, greater than all the carbon emissions produced by Norway, an oilproducing country, in a year."
Henry Fountain, "Shift to a Not-So-Frozen North Is Well Underway, Scientists Warn: 'There is no reason to
think that in 30 years much of anything will be as it is today,' one of the editors of a new report on the Arctic
climate said," The New York Times, December 8, 2020, https://www.nytimes.com/2020/12/08/climate/arcticclimate-change.html, reported, "The Arctic continued its unwavering shift toward a new climate in 2020, as
the effects of near-record warming surged across the region, shrinking ice and snow cover and fueling extreme
wildfires, scientists said Tuesday in an annual assessment of the region (https://www.arctic.noaa.gov/ReportCard/Report-Card-2020)."
”'Nearly everything in the Arctic, from ice and snow to human activity, is changing so quickly that
there is no reason to think that in 30 years much of anything will be as it is today,' he [University of Alaska
climate specialist, Rick Thoman] said."
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Jessica Corbett, "Humanity on Track to Soon Hit 1.5ºC Paris Accord Limit as Atmospheric CO2 Nears
Level Not Seen in 15 Million Years: "It's still not too late to avoid the worst effects of the #ClimateEmergency.
But governments need to act NOW," tweeted Greenpeace." Common Dreams. July 9. 2020,
https://www.commondreams.org/news/2020/07/09/humanity-track-soon-hit-15oc-paris-accord-limit-atmosphericco2-nears-level-not-seen?cdorigin=rss&utm_term=AO&utm_campaign=Daily%20Newsletter&utm_content=email&utm_source=Daily%20Ne
wsletter&utm_medium=Email, reported, "As a United Nations agency released new climate projections
showing that the world is on track in the next five years to hit or surpass a key limit of the Paris agreement,
authors of a new study warned Thursday that increasing carbon dioxide in the atmosphere is nearing a level
not seen in 15 million years.
For the study, published in the journal Scientific Reports (https://www.nature.com/articles/s41598-02067154-8), researchers at the University of Southampton in the United Kingdom examined CO2 levels during the
Late Pliocene about three million years ago 'to search for modern and near future-like climate states,' co-author
Thomas Chalk explained in a series of tweets.
'A striking result we've found is that the warmest part of the Pliocene had between 380 and 420 parts per
million CO2 in the atmosphere,' Chalk told the Guardian. 'This is similar to today's value of around 415 parts
per million, showing that we are already at levels that in the past were associated with temperature and sealevel significantly higher than today.'
When CO2 levels peaked during the Pliocene, temperatures were 3ºC to 4ºC hotter and seas were 65
feet higher, the newspaper reported. Chalk said that 'currently, our CO2 levels are rising at about 2.5 ppm
per year, meaning that by 2025 we will have exceeded anything seen in the last 3.3 million years.'
'We are burning through the Pliocene and heading towards a Miocene-like future,' warned co-author
Gavin Foster, referencing a period from about 23 to 5.3 million years ago. It was during the Miocene, around 15
million years ago, when 'our ancestors are thought to have diverged from orangutans and become recognizably
hominoid,' the Guardian noted.
Reporting on the study elicited concern and calls for action from environmentalists and advocacy
groups.
'Every kilo of CO2 we emit is one we have to sequester later, provided the food doesn't run out
first,' tweeted Extinction Rebellion Finland, urging the international community to #ActNow.
Nathaniel Stinnett, executive director of the U.S.-based Environmental Voter Project, also responded to the
report on Twitter, saying, 'Big Oil and Gas are killing us.'
A new report released Thursday by the U.N.'s World Meteorological Organization (WMO) about
global temperatures likely coming in the next five years provoked similar alarm and demands.
'It's still not too late to avoid the worst effects of the #ClimateEmergency. But governments need to
act NOW,' declared Greenpeace, pushing for a #GreenRecoveryfrom the Covid-19 pandemic.
The WMO report projects that the annual global temperature is likely to be at least 1°C warmer than preindustrial levels in each of the next five years. Although it is 'extremely unlikely' the average temperature for
2020–2024 will be 1.5°C warmer than pre-industrial levels, WMO warned certain periods could hit that
temperature.
Specifically, there is about a 70% chance that one or more months during those five years will be at
least 1.5°C hotter than pre-industrial levels and about a 20% chance that one of the next five years will be at
least that warm, according to WMO's Global Annual to Decadal Climate Update, led by the United Kingdom's
Met Office.
In a statement Thursday, WMO Secretary-General Petteri Taalas also pointed to the coronavirus
pandemic—which prompted global lockdowns that briefly caused planet-heating emissions to drop—as an
opportunity to pursue bold recovery plans that incorporate policies that combat the climate crisis, such as rapidly
transitioning to renewable energy worldwide.
'WMO has repeatedly stressed that the industrial and economic slowdown from Covid-19 is not a substitute
for sustained and coordinated climate action,' Taalas said. 'Due to the very long lifetime of CO2 in the atmosphere,
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the impact of the drop in emissions this year is not expected to lead to a reduction of CO2 atmospheric
concentrations which are driving global temperature increases.'
'Whilst Covid-19 has caused a severe international health and economic crisis, failure to tackle
climate change may threaten human well-being, ecosystems, and economies for centuries,' he continued.
'Governments should use the opportunity to embrace climate action as part of recovery program and ensure
that we grow back better.'
Taalas added that 'this study shows—with a high level of scientific skill—the enormous challenge ahead in
meeting the Paris agreement on climate change target of keeping a global temperature rise this century well below
2°C above pre-industrial levels and to pursue efforts to limit the temperature increase even further to 1.5°C.'
While some scientists and activists have criticized the 2015 Paris climate agreement as not ambitious
enough, it is backed by nearly all nations on Earth. U.S. President Donald Trump began the one-year withdrawal
process in November 2019 but former Vice President Joe Biden, the presumed Democratic presidential nominee,
has vowed to rejoin the accord if he wins this year's election.
Our work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-Share Alike 3.0 License."
Coral Davenport and Jeanna Smialek, "Federal Report Warns of Financial Havoc From Climate Change: A
report commissioned by President Trump’s Commodity Futures Trading Commission issued dire warnings about
climate change’s impact on financial markets," The New York Times, September 8, 2020,
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/09/08/climate/climate-change-financial-markets.html, reported, "A report
commissioned by federal regulators overseeing the nation’s commodities markets has concluded that
climate change threatens U.S. financial markets, as the costs of wildfires, storms, droughts and floods
spread through insurance and mortgage markets, pension funds and other financial institutions.
'A world wracked by frequent and devastating shocks from climate change cannot sustain the
fundamental conditions supporting our financial system,' concluded the report, Managing Climate Risk in the
Financial
System
(https://www.cftc.gov/sites/default/files/2020-09/9-920%20Report%20of%20the%20Subcommittee%20on%20Climate-Related%20Market%20Risk%20%20Managing%20Climate%20Risk%20in%20the%20U.S.%20Financial%20System%20for%20posting.pdf),
which was requested last year by the Commodity Futures Trading Commission and set for release on Wednesday
morning."
Somini Sengupta, "Hotter Planet Already Poses Fatal Risks, Health Experts Warn: A new report presented
climate change as an immediate public health danger and urged lawmakers to curb greenhouse gas emissions.
December 2, 2020, https://www.nytimes.com/2020/12/02/climate/climate-change-health-risks.html, reported,
"Rising temperatures and environmental pollutants are already endangering the health and well-being of
Americans, with fatal consequences for thousands of older men and women, a team of public health experts
warned
Wednesday.
Their
report, published
in
The
Lancet
(http://www.thelancetpress.com/embargo/climatecountdown.pdf), called on lawmakers to stem the rise of planet-warming gases in
the next five years.
The section on the United States presents climate change as a public health risk now, rather than a
hazard faced by future generations. It points to the immediate dangers of extreme heat, wildfires and air
pollution, and makes the case for rapidly shifting to a green economy as a way to improve public health."
Veronica Penney, "2020 Had the Warmest September on Record, Data Shows: The analysis, by European
scientists, kept this year on track to be one of the five hottest in recorded history," The New York Times, October 7,
2020,
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/10/07/climate/hottestseptember.html?campaign_id=54&emc=edit_clim_20201007&instance_id=22904&nl=climatefwd%3A&regi_id=52235981&segment_id=40132&te=1&user_id=2984790c14170290245238c0cd4fd927,
reported, "Worldwide, last month was the warmest September on record, topping a record set just a year
before, European scientists announced Wednesday," As the world was on course to be at least one of the
hottest years ever recorded."
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As the Earth continues to warm, in 2019, Greenland suffered a record loss of Ice, losing it at twice the
average rate of loss from 2003-18 (Henry Fountain, "Greenland's Record Ice Loss," The New York Times, August
25, 2020).
Jake Johnson, "'Yet Another Alarm Bell': Ice Chunk Twice Size of Manhattan Breaks Off Greenland
Glacier Amid Record Arctic Warming: News of the development came as the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration declared this summer the hottest ever recorded in the Northern Hemisphere," Common Dreams,
September 15, 2020, https://www.commondreams.org/news/2020/09/15/yet-another-alarm-bell-ice-chunk-twicesize-manhattan-breaks-greenland-glacier-amid?cdorigin=rss&utm_term=AO&utm_campaign=Daily%20Newsletter&utm_content=email&utm_source=Daily%20Ne
wsletter&utm_medium=Email, reported, "A chunk of ice nearly twice the size of Manhattan has broken off
from Greenland's largest remaining glacier and fallen into the ocean, a frightening phenomenon that
researchers and environmentalists attributed to record-breaking Arctic warming driven by the humancaused climate crisis.
'This is yet another alarm bell being rung by the climate crisis in a rapidly heating Arctic,' Greenpeace
spokesperson Laura Meller told the Associated Press."
Henry Fountain, "The Arctic Is Shifting to a New Climate Because of Global Warming: Open water and
rain, rather than ice and snow, are becoming typical of the region, a new study has found," The New York Times,
September 14, 2020, https://www.nytimes.com/2020/09/14/climate/arctic-changing-climate.html, reported, "The
effects of global warming in the Arctic are so severe that the region is shifting to a different climate, one
characterized less by ice and snow and more by open water and rain, scientists said Monday.
Already, they said, sea ice in the Arctic has declined so much that even an extremely cold year would not
result in as much ice as was typical decades ago. Two other characteristics of the region’s climate, seasonal air
temperatures and the number of days of rain instead of snow, are shifting in the same way, the researchers said."
Brett Wilkins, "Sudden Collapse': Study Suggests 60% of Antarctic Ice Shelves Face Fracture Risk:
Massive southern shelves split by climate-induced hydofracturing can collapse in hours—or even minutes—
fueling dangerous sea level rise and coastal flooding," Common Dreams, August 26, 2020,
https://www.commondreams.org/news/2020/08/26/sudden-collapse-study-suggests-60-antarctic-ice-shelves-facefracture-risk?cdorigin=rss&utm_term=AO&utm_campaign=Daily%20Newsletter&utm_content=email&utm_source=Daily%20Ne
wsletter&utm_medium=email, reported, "More than 60% of the massive floating ice shelves extending from
Antarctica could fracture and collapse with astonishing rapidity, a study published Wednesday in the
journal Nature has found.
Climate researchers at Columbia University in New York, Edinburgh University in Scotland, and Utrecht
University in the Netherlands found that surging meltwater from warmer seas could cause the ice shelves to
undergo a process called hydrofracturing, which could potentially trigger ice shelf collapses within hours or
even minutes. This, in turn, would accelerate sea level rise, causing devastating coastal flooding around the
world.
Although ice shelves float in the ocean, they are connected to the Antarctic land mass and act as stoppers
that prevent ice sheets, which are as large as the United States and Mexico combined, from breaking off into the
sea. During hydrofracturing, water, which is heavier than ice, forces the fractures to tear open, causing the ice shelf
to quickly deteriorate and collapse.
The researchers used remote satellite sensing, theoretical modeling, and artificial intelligence to obtain their
results.
'I trained a machine learning model—a neural network, to be specific—to learn how fracture patterns look
like on satellite images,' Ching-Yao Lai, a postdoctoral researcher at Columbia University's Lamont-Doherty Earth
Observatory and study lead author, told Gizmodo. 'This is, to the best of our knowledge, the first use of machine
learning on continent-scale data in the polar region.'
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While the study shows which ice shelves are most likely to collapse, it does not predict when such
events are likely to occur.
'The time frame over which this process could happen is the biggest question,' Christine Dow, the
Canada Research Chair in Glacier Hydrology and Ice Dynamics at the University of Waterloo in Ontario—who
was not involved in the study—told Live Science.
The new research suggests that the loss of Antarctic ice could proceed faster than some climactic
models have predicted as atmospheric warming accelerates.
Earlier this week, The Observer reported that UK researchers have found that a staggering 28 trillion
tons of ice have disappeared from the surface of the planet since 1994. That's enough to cover the entire land
surface of the United Kingdom with a 100-meter (330-foot) sheet of ice, according to Leeds University researcher
Tom Slater.
The scientists from Leeds Univeristy, Edinburgh Univeristy, and University College London said sea level
rise due to melting glaciers and ice sheets could reach as high as 1 meter (3.3 feet) by the year 2100.
"To put that in context, every centimeter of sea level rise means about a million people will be
displaced from their low-lying homelands," Prof. Andy Shepherd, director of the Leeds University Centre
for Polar Observation and Modeling, told The Observer.
A study released in February just after Antartica recorded its highest-ever temperature, 18.3 degrees
Celsius (64.9° F), warned that catastrophic global heating was leading to 'irreversible' loss of Antarctic ice.
Amid such warnings, and despite a slight and temporary decrease in greenhouse gas emissions
during the coronavirus pandemic, carbon emissions are surging around the world.
In the United States, the Trump administration—which has called climate change a "Chinese hoax"—
continues to roll back environmental regulations meant to mitigate what 97 percent of climate scientists concur is
heating caused by human activity. Last month, the New York Times reported the administration has reversed 68
environmental rules, and was in the process of scrapping 32 more.
Earlier this month, the administration announced it was finalizing plans for oil and natural gas drilling in
the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge (ANWR) in Alaska, home to one of the world's largest continous tracts of
unspoiled wilderness and to indigenous peoples who depend upon the pristine land and water there for their
physical and spiritual survival.
Our work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-Share Alike 3.0 License."
"Emissions Gap Report 2020," UNEP, UNEP DTU Partnership, December 9, 2020,
https://www.unep.org/emissions-gap-report-2020, reported, "For over a decade, the UNEP Emissions Gap Report
has provided a yearly review of the difference between where greenhouse emissions are predicted to be in 2030
and where they should be to avoid the worst impacts of climate change."
The full 2020 report may be downloaded at: https://www.unep.org/emissions-gap-report-2020new in this
year’s report
"The report finds that, despite a brief dip in carbon dioxide emissions caused by the COVID-19
pandemic, the world is still heading for a temperature rise in excess of 3°C this century – far beyond the
Paris Agreement goals of limiting global warming to well below 2°C and pursuing 1.5°C.
However, a low-carbon pandemic recovery could cut 25 per cent off the greenhouse emissions
expected in 2030, based on policies in place before COVID-19. Such a recovery would far outstrip savings
foreseen with the implementation of unconditional Nationally Determined Contributions under the Paris
Agreement, and put the world close to the 2°C pathway.
The report also analyses low-carbon recovery measures so far, summarizes the scale of new net-zero
emissions pledges by nations and looks at the potential of the lifestyle, aviation and shipping sectors to
bridge the gap."
Emissions Gap Report 2020 Key Messages
Despite a brief dip in carbon dioxide emissions caused by the COVID-19 pandemic, the world is still
heading for a temperature rise in excess of 3°C this century – far beyond the Paris Agreement goals of limiting
global warming to well below 2°C and pursuing 1.5°C. However, a green pandemic recovery can cut around 25
per cent off the greenhouse emissions predicted in 2030 and put the world close to the 2°C pathway. Governments
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should pull out all the stops to implement a green recovery and strengthen their pledges before the next climate
meeting in 2021.
Although the COVID-19 pandemic will cause a dip in 2020 emissions, this will not bring the world closer
to the Paris Agreement goal of limiting global warming this century to well below 2°C and pursuing 1.5°C
The year 2020 is on track to be one of the warmest on record, with wildfires, droughts, storms and glacier melt
intensifying.
In 2019, total greenhouse gas emissions, including land-use change, reached a new high of 59.1 gigatonnes
of CO2 equivalent (GtCO2e).
Carbon dioxide emissions are predicted to fall up to 7 per cent in 2020. However, long-term, this dip
means only a 0.01°C reduction of global warming by 2050.
Government pledges under the Paris Agreement, known as Nationally Determined Contributions
(NDCs), are still woefully inadequate. Predicted emissions in 2030 leave the world on the path to a 3.2°C
increase this century, even if all unconditional NDCs are fully implemented.
The levels of ambition in the Paris Agreement must be roughly tripled for the 2°C pathway and
increased at least fivefold for the 1.5°C pathway.
The pandemic is a warning from nature that we must act on climate change, nature loss and
pollution. It also provides an opportunity for a recovery that puts the world on a 2°C pathway
• A green pandemic recovery could cut up to 25 per cent off the emissions we would expect to see in
2030 based on policies in place before COVID-19. This far outstrips emissions savings that would be
delivered under unconditional NDCs, although more will be needed to achieve the 1.5°C goal.
A green recovery could put emissions in 2030 at 44 GtCO2e – within the range of emissions that give
a 66 per cent chance of holding temperatures to below 2°C.
Measures to prioritize include direct support for zero-emissions technologies and infrastructure,
reducing fossil fuel subsidies, no new coal plants, and promoting nature-based solutions – including largescale landscape restoration and reforestation.
To date, the opening for using recovery measures to accelerate a green transition has largely been
missed. Unless this is reversed, the Paris Agreement goals will slip further out of reach
Around one-quarter of G20 members have dedicated shares of their spending, up to 3 per cent of GDP,
explicitly to low-carbon measures.
For most, spending has been predominantly high carbon, implying net negative emissions, or neutral,
having no discernible effects on emissions.
There nonetheless remains a significant opportunity for countries to implement low-carbon policies
and programmes. Governments must take this opportunity in the next stage of COVID-19 fiscal interventions.
The growing number of countries committing to net-zero emissions goals by mid-century is the most
significant climate policy development of 2020. To remain feasible and credible, these commitments must be
urgently translated into strong near-term policies and action and reflected in NDCs.
At the time of report completion, 126 countries covering 51 per cent of global greenhouse gas emissions
had adopted, announced or were considering net- zero goals. If the United States of America adopts a netzero target by 2050, as suggested in the Biden-Harris climate plan, the share would increase to 63 per cent.
Although the net-zero emissions goals are encouraging, they highlight a vast discrepancy between the
ambition of the goals and the inadequate level of ambition in NDCs.
More countries need to develop long-term strategies consistent with the Paris Agreement, and new
and updated NDCs need to become consistent with the net- zero emissions goals.
The shipping and aviation sector, which account for 5 per cent of global emissions and growing, also
requires more attention
• If current trends are continued, combined international emissions from shipping and aviation will
likely consume between 60 and 220 per cent of allowable CO2 emissions by 2050 under the 1.5°C scenario.
Improvements in technology and operations can improve the fuel efficiency of transport if
incentivized, but projected increases in demand mean this will not result in decarbonization and absolute
reductions of CO2. Both sectors need to combine energy efficiency with a rapid transition away from fossil
fuel.
74

Additional policies are required to drive changes in technology, operations, fuel use and demand.
Stronger action must include facilitating, encouraging and mandating changes in consumption behaviour by
the private sector and individuals
Around two-thirds of global emissions are linked to private households, when using consumptionbased accounting. The mobility, residential and food sectors each contribute about 20 per cent of lifestyle
emissions.
Governments must enable and encourage consumers to avoid high-carbon consumption. Possible
actions include replacing domestic short haul flights with rail, incentives and infrastructure to enable
cycling and car-sharing, improving energy efficiency of housing, renewable energy defaults from grid
providers and policies to reduce food waste.
The combined emissions of the richest one per cent of the global population account for more than
twice the poorest 50 per cent. The elite will need to reduce their footprint by a factor of at least 30 to stay in
line with the Paris Agreement targets."
Eoin Higgins, "Without Urgent Action, Study Warns, Climate Crisis Could Kill as Many People as All
Infectious Diseases Combined by 2100: 'We are studying the risk of death faced by our own children,'" Common
Dreams, August 4, 2020, https://www.commondreams.org/news/2020/08/04/without-urgent-action-study-warnsclimate-crisis-could-kill-many-people-all?cdorigin=rss&utm_term=AO&utm_campaign=Daily%20Newsletter&utm_content=email&utm_source=Daily%20Ne
wsletter&utm_medium=Email, reported, "A new study warns that the annual global death rate from the
climate crisis could equal or even exceed current mortality levels from all infectious diseases combined by
the end of the century if bold action is not taken.
'We are studying the risk of death faced by our own children,' said University of California public
policy professor Solomon Hsiang, one of the report's co-authors. 'Today's 10-year-old fifth grader will turn
65 in 2075, facing mortality risks from climate change every year of their retirement. Failing to address
climate change is not that different from driving your kids around without a seat belt: you are putting their
lives at risk.'
The study, 'Valuing the Global Mortality Consequences of Climate Change Accounting for Adaptation
Costs and Benefits," was published in the National Bureau of Economic Research on Monday
(https://www.nber.org/papers/w27599).
According to Climate Impact Lab, which produced the report, the study 'finds that in a world with
continued high fossil-fuel emissions, warmer temperatures will rank among the world's most significant
public health threats by the end of the century.'
As Climate Impact Lab explained:
'The study projects that climate change's effect on temperatures could raise global mortality rates by 73
deaths per 100,000 people in 2100 under a continued high emissions scenario, compared to a world with no
warming. That level is roughly equal to the current death rate for all infectious diseases—including
tuberculosis, HIV/AIDS, malaria, dengue, yellow fever, and diseases transmitted by ticks, mosquitos, and
parasites—combined (approximately 74 deaths per 100,000 globally).'
'Our data indicate that with the continued growth of greenhouse gas emissions, the temperature effects of
climate change are projected to be five times deadlier than recent U.S. flu seasons,' said report co-author Michael
Greenstone, a University of Chicago economics professor. 'In poor hot countries, the heat may be even more
threatening than cancer and heart disease are today.'
The study also found that the economic cost of addressing the climate crisis will only increase if little or
nothing is done to reduce emissions—'emitting one additional ton of CO2 today costs ourselves and future
generations a total of $36.6 under a continued high emissions scenario and $17.1 under a moderate
emissions scenario.'
'Just as countries are impacted in different ways by extreme temperatures today, we find that the trend will
continue and perhaps even intensify into the future as adaptation becomes more and more critical to people's
survival,' said co-author Amir Jina, an assistant professor at the University of Chicago Harris School of Public
Policy. 'indeed, some will need to choose between paying a high cost to adapt and death.'
75

Citing the social and economic upheaval sparked by the current Covid-19 pandemic, Jina told
the Guardian that the unchecked climate crisis would have far-reaching negative impacts.
'It's plausible that we could have the worst-case scenario and that would involve drastic measures such
as lots of people migrating,' Jina said. 'Much like when Covid overwhelms a healthcare system, it's hard to
tell what will happen when climate change will put systems under pressure like that. We need to understand
the risk and invest to mitigate that risk, before we really start to notice the impacts.'
Trevor Houser, a partner at analyst firm Rhodium Group and another report co-author, sounded a hopeful
note, saying that if nations take decisive action now to combat the climate crisis, there's hope that the dire
predictions in the study won't come to pass.
'The world can still change course by aggressively reducing emissions, and in doing so has the potential to
deliver some of the most significant public health gains in human history,' said Houser.
Our work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-Share Alike 3.0 License."
Jessica Corbett, "UN Biodiversity Report Urges 8 Transitions Needed to Restore Essential Ecosystems
Impacted by Humanity: 'We can no longer afford to cast nature aside. Now is the time for this massive step up—
conserving, restoring, and using biodiversity fairly and sustainably,'" Common Dreams, September 15, 2020,
https://www.commondreams.org/news/2020/09/15/un-biodiversity-report-urges-8-transitions-needed-restoreessential-ecosystems?cdorigin=rss&utm_term=AO&utm_campaign=Daily%20Newsletter&utm_content=email&utm_source=Daily%20Ne
wsletter&utm_medium=Email, reported, "A major United Nations report released Tuesday—especially as the
world continues to battle the coronavirus pandemic—underscores the enormous threat of ongoing
biodiversity loss and details eight necessary transitions to restore ecosystems damaged by and essential to
humanity.
'The Covid-19 pandemic has further highlighted the importance of the relationship between people
and nature—and it reminds us all of the profound consequences [for] our own well-being and survival that
can result from continued biodiversity loss and degradation of the ecosystems,' Elizabeth Maruma Mrema,
executive secretary of the U.N. Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD), said during a press conference to
launch the new report.
The fifth edition of the Global Biodiversity Outlook (GBO-5, https://www.cbd.int/gbo5) serves as a final
report card on the Aichi Biodiversity Targets that world leaders agreed upon in 2010 for the decade that followed.
The latest version of CBD's flagship publication comes ahead of a September 30 summit to be held on the margins
of the U.N. General Assembly's 75th session—which kicked off Tuesday—and amid efforts to finalize the Post2020 Global Biodiversity Framework, set to be adopted at a meeting in China next year.
Since setting 20 specific goals at the meeting in Japan 10 years ago and the 2014 release of the fourth GBO,
governments across the globe and other key actors have taken significant, meaningful action to address the
international biodiversity crisis, Maruma Mrema said Tuesday. 'But I need to be brutally honest,' she added: 'in the
final reckoning, the world has not met the Aichi Biodiversity Targets, nor are we on track to reach the 2050
Vision for Biodiversity.'
The Strategic Plan for Biodiversity 2011-2020 envisioned humanity working to and ultimately 'living in
harmony with nature,' with the hope that 'by 2050, biodiversity is valued, conserved, restored, and wisely used,
maintaining ecosystem services, sustaining a healthy planet, and delivering benefits essential for all people.'
Despite making notable progress on some targets, none of the 20 goals that were set in Japan have
been fully achieved.
Emphasizing Tuesday that biodiversity is 'declining at an unprecedented rate,' as shown by the GBO5 and other recent accountings of human activity's devastating impact on nature, Maruma Mrema called for all
governments to scale up their national ambitions. She also expressed hope that pursuing the much needed societal
changes outlined in the CBD report will lead to the emergence of a greener post-pandemic future for people and
the planet.
'Each of the measures necessary to achieve the 2050 Vision for Biodiversity requires a significant
shift away from 'business as usual' across a broad range of human activities,' says the GBO-5. Specifically,
the report calls for:
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The land and forests transition: conserving intact ecosystems, restoring ecosystems, combating and
reversing degradation, and employing landscape level spatial planning to avoid, reduce and mitigate landuse change.
The sustainable agriculture transition: redesigning agricultural systems through agroecological and
other innovative approaches to enhance productivity while minimizing negative impacts on biodiversity.
The sustainable food systems transition: enabling sustainable and healthy diets with a greater emphasis on a
diversity of foods, mostly plant-based, and more moderate consumption of meat and fish, as well as
dramatic cuts in the waste involved in food supply and consumption.
The sustainable fisheries and oceans transition: protecting and restoring marine and coastal
ecosystems, rebuilding fisheries and managing aquaculture and other uses of the oceans to ensure
sustainability, and to enhance food security and livelihoods.
The cities and infrastructure transition: deploying "green infrastructure" and making space for
nature within built landscapes to improve the health and quality of life for citizens and to reduce the
environmental footprint of cities and infrastructure.
The sustainable freshwater transition: an integrated approach guaranteeing the water flows required
by nature and people, improving water quality, protecting critical habitats, controlling invasive species and
safeguarding connectivity to allow the recovery of freshwater systems from mountains to coasts.
The sustainable climate action transition: employing nature-based solutions, alongside a rapid phase-out of
fossil fuel use, to reduce the scale and impacts of climate change, while providing positive benefits for
biodiversity and other sustainable development goals.
The biodiversity-inclusive One Health transition: managing ecosystems, including agricultural and
urban ecosystems, as well as the use of wildlife, through an integrated approach, to promote healthy
ecosystems and healthy people.
'We can no longer afford to cast nature aside,' according to Inger Andersen, executive director of the U.N.
Environment Program. "Now is the time for this massive step up—conserving, restoring, and using biodiversity
fairly and sustainably.'
'If we do not, biodiversity will continue to buckle under the weight of land and sea use changes,
overexploitation, climate change, pollution, and invasive species, and that will further damage human
health, economies, and societies with particular impact on Indigenous communities,' Anderson warned at the
Tuesday press conference.
'The Global Biodiversity Outlook that is being launched today,' she added, 'spells out the transitions that
can create a society living in harmony with nature.;
Echoing comments he has made throughout the pandemic, U.N. Secretary-General António Guterres
emphasized in a statement about the GBO-5that 'we have an unprecedented opportunity to 'build back better,'
incorporating the transitions outlined in this Outlook and embodied in an ambitious plan to put the world on track
to achieve the 2050 Vision for Biodiversity.'
'Part of this new agenda must be to tackle the twin global challenges of climate change and biodiversity
loss in a more coordinated manner,' he said, 'understanding both that climate change threatens to undermine all
other efforts to conserve biodiversity, and that nature itself offers some of the most effective solutions to avoid the
worst impacts of a warming planet.'
Our work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-Share Alike 3.0 License."
Kenny Stancil, "'Few Things Matter More to Humans': UN Report Says We Must Protect and Restore
Biodiversity of World's Soil: 'If things carry on as they are, the outlook is bleak, unquestionably. But I think it's not
too
late
to
introduce
measures
now,'"
Common
Dreams,
December
4,
2020,
https://www.commondreams.org/news/2020/12/04/few-things-matter-more-humans-un-report-says-we-mustprotect-and-restore?cdorigin=rss&utm_term=AO&utm_campaign=Daily%20Newsletter&utm_content=email&utm_source=Daily%20Ne
wsletter&utm_medium=Email, reported, "While nutritious diets, healthy populations, pollution remediation,
and even climate change mitigation all depend, at least in part, on soil biodiversity, society is not doing
enough to protect 'the variety of life below ground.'
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That's according to the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) of the United Nations, which
published a new report (pdf, http://www.fao.org/3/cb1929en/CB1929EN.pdf) Friday on "The State of
Knowledge of Soil Biodiversity" in anticipation of World Soil Day this weekend.
'Soil biodiversity and sustainable soil management is a prerequisite for the achievement of many of
the Sustainable Development Goals,' said FAO deputy director-general Maria Helena Semedo. 'Therefore, data
and information on soil biodiversity, from the national to the global level, are necessary in order to
efficiently plan management strategies on a subject that is still poorly known."
The loss of 'above-ground biodiversity' is a well-understood problem, researchers say, but the loss of
'biodiversity beneath our feet' is equally important and a crisis on par with the climate emergency,
considering how soil forms the basis for food production, medical breakthroughs, carbon retention, and
thus the foundation for human well-being.
The report, compiled by 300 scientists, notes that soil is home to more than 25% of the world's
biological diversity, and more than 40% of living organisms in terrestrial ecosystems are connected to soils
during their life cycle.
Biodiverse organisms in the soil are essential to the creation and maintenance of the conditions for
sustainable agri-food systems, researchers point out. 'Few things matter more to humans [than the] vast
reservoir of biodiversity living in the soil that is out of sight and is generally out of mind,' Richard Bardgett, a
professor at the University of Manchester and a lead author of the report, told The Guardian.
Despite the critical role played by healthy soil in improving food production, dominant patterns of
agricultural intensification—including the overuse and misuse of pesticides and fertilizers—are major
drivers of biodiversity loss, thus undermining soil's potential contributions.
People should be worried about the loss of 'topsoil through bad treatment and then
erosion,' said Nico Eisenhauer, a professor at Leipzig University and another lead author of the report.
'Scientists describe soils as like the skin of the living world, vital but thin and fragile,' The
Guardian reported Friday. 'It takes thousands of years for soils to form, meaning urgent protection and
restoration of the soils that remain is needed.'
Soil biodiversity is essential to sustaining life on Earth, which is why we need to 'protect this precious
resource,' tweeted the FAO.
Without biodiverse soil, ecosystems would cease to function. But 'the essential contributions of soil
organisms are threatened by soil-degrading practices' such as deforestation, droughts and wildfires, monocropping
and other intensive agricultural activities, as well as unsustainable forms of urbanization, the report notes.
For this reason, the FAO says that 'policies that minimize soil degradation and protect soil biodiversity should
be a component of biodiversity protection at all levels.'
The report states:
'While above-ground biodiversity is familiar to most people, and its protection is managed under
national and global laws and regulations, there are few comparable activities that focus on the protection of
soil biodiversity. Protecting above-ground biodiversity is not always sufficient to protect soil biodiversity.
Above-ground and below-ground biodiversity are shaped by different environmental drivers, and are not
necessarily linked to one another. Above and below-ground biodiversity requires tailored protection,
conservation, and restoration considerations because they are connected but at the same time very distinct.'
It's in humanity's best interest to promote soil health, researchers say, since it will shape the quality of our
future. According to the report, soil organisms could help mitigate climate change by sequestering carbon—
absorbing and therefore reducing the emission of greenhouse gases into the atmosphere.
'The most important action is to protect existing healthy soils from damage,' The Guardian reported,
'while degraded soils can be restored by growing a diverse range of plants.'
To enhance soil biodiversity, the adoption of sustainable management and restoration practices
in agricultural and urban settings 'needs to be scaled up,' the FAO stressed.
'It's time we stopped treating soil like dirt,' The Guardian explained in a video:
'If things carry on as they are, the outlook is bleak, unquestionably,' Bardgett warned. 'But I think it's
not too late to introduce measures now.'
Our work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-Share Alike 3.0 License."
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Fiona Harvey, "Rewild to mitigate the climate crisis, urge leading scientists," Grist, This story was
originally published by The Guardian (https://www.theguardian.com/us) and is reproduced here as part of
the Climate Desk collaboration, Grist, October 18, 2020, https://grist.org/climate/rewild-to-mitigate-the-climatecrisis-urge-leading-scientists/, reported, "Restoring natural landscapes damaged by human exploitation can be
one of the most effective and cheapest ways to combat the climate crisis while also boosting dwindling
wildlife populations, a scientific study finds.
If a third of the planet’s most degraded areas were restored, and protection was thrown around
areas still in good condition, that would store carbon equating to half of all human-caused greenhouse gas
emissions since the industrial revolution.
The changes would prevent about 70 percent of predicted species extinctions, according to the
research, which is published in the journal Nature (https://www.nature.com/articles/s41586-020-27849.epdf?sharing_token=CzsSmBT3AGP1OWgGFxJwDNRgN0jAjWel9jnR3ZoTv0OLQbPFf5E56f7ybAlUXkbEcA7aLEGu3q7w6l0xApcTXrilYMtu8KIUO1b9qEwQoQY4JbsKi7tAnI6BwdbFY8R3
-JgkRGGR_szaFdMm5SQnBn7Oes7rDRBuUkBLLOFC-03xTfyTRWiLIoJeKSNdn_pCq7siCqaHJxFWAIYvklfg%3D%3D&tracking_referrer=grist.org).
Nada Culver, Natalie Dawson, Aurelio Ramos, and Jeff Wells, "Boreal Forests: A New Study Shows What
It Will Take to Reverse Biodiversity Declines, Indigenous stewardship of ," Audubon Society, September 17,
2020,
https://www.audubon.org/news/a-new-study-shows-what-it-will-take-reverse-biodiversitydeclines?ms=digital-eng-email-ea-x-engagement_20201001_eng-email_indigenous-peoplesday&utm_source=ea&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=engagement_20201001_engemail&utm_content=indigenous-peoples-day&emci=9637f1fe-640a-eb11-96f5-00155d03affc&emdi=80d8557f930c-eb11-96f5-00155d03affc&ceid=710506, reported, "Thanks to a new report, “Financing Nature: Closing
the Global Biodiversity Financing Gap,” by the Paulson Institute, The Nature Conservancy, and Cornell
University (https://www.paulsoninstitute.org/key-initiatives/financing-nature-report/), we now have an
authoritative analysis of the financial resources needed to stop and reverse the catastrophic biodiversity
declines happening across the globe. This is a crisis the world can afford to address.
There can be little doubt that biodiversity is in free fall. Here in North America there are now almost
three billion fewer birds than there were in the 1970s. One million species worldwide are threatened with
extinction. A recent World Wildlife Fund report found that there has been a nearly 70 percent average
decline in wildlife populations around the globe since 1970.
Many governments committed to doing more to solve this crisis by signing the UN Convention on
Biological Diversity, which pledged them to reach certain targets for increased biodiversity protection. But
the 2020 UN Global Biodiversity Outlook, which reviewed the progress of the nations that signed the treaty back
in 2010, told a clear-eyed but sobering story: none of the target goals were fully reached. For example, the 2020
goal of halving the rate of loss of natural habitats, although slowed compared to the previous decade, was
not achieved. The goal of removing incentives and subsidies harmful to biodiversity and establishing ones
helpful to biodiversity and sustainability has seen little progress. And the goal of improving the status of
species most in decline has, except for a handful of exceptions, clearly not been achieved.
This is not to say that success is not possible. Some initiatives in some countries made substantial
conservation gains. Indigenous-led conservation in Canada has resulted in multimillion acre protected areas
like those of Pimachiowin Aki in Manitoba and Ontario, Thaidene Nene and Edehzhie in the Northwest
Territories and Tursujuq in Quebec. And millions of acres in Alaska and more in Canada could benefit
from Indigenous stewardship. Audubon coastal bird initiatives across the U.S. and with partners in the
Bahamas have been part of the incredible rebound of Piping Plover populations. Audubon California’s
work with farmers to protect nesting habitat for Tricolored Blackbirds has helped sustain populations of
that rare bird. National commitments in the U.S. to addressing harm from pesticides and applying the
strong protections of the Endangered Species Act helped recover populations of the Bald Eagle and Brown
Pelican.
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More of these kinds of successes are possible, and we must achieve them in order to save life on our
planet. But we need to put massively more resources and effort into such endeavors if we are to maintain the
biodiversity that makes our planet healthy. How much more funding will be needed to turn the corner and stop
continued biodiversity crashes has been a gaping unknown until now.
The new Financing Nature report provides the answer at time when we need it most. Not only does the
report describe the size of the global gap in funding (between $598 billion and $824 billion) but it also
provides recommendations for how to close that gap. Before the trillion-dollar pandemic relief bills passed by
the U.S. Congress, that would have seemed like an insurmountable amount of money—and it is indeed a large
price tag but it is a crisis we can afford to fix. This new report provides wise, well-researched
recommendations from credible and experienced voices on how governments can find smart ways to finance
conservation at scales the world desperately needs. Measures like nature-based climate solutions are
particularly cost-effective since they can also achieve as much as a third of the world’s needed climate
change emission reductions.
The Financing Nature report highlights the crucial need for all governments, national and sub-national
(states or provinces/territories) included, to increase funding for conservation and development of these naturebased climate solutions. Canada’s federal government has shown leadership with its recent investments in
support of Indigenous-led conservation and Indigenous Guardians programs. It will be critical to build on these
initial investments with long-term support for Indigenous Protected and Conserved Areas (IPCAs) and their
management by Indigenous Guardians to protect biodiversity and climate resilience.
In Latin America and the Caribbean, many nations have made substantial commitments to deal with
biodiversity issues. Costa Rica continues to exceed in its commitments, accomplishments and innovative
approaches, inspiring other countries across the world and the region. This must continue with the help and support
of both non-governmental organizations, including Audubon, but especially from larger more wealthy donor
nations like the United States, Canada, and the EU countries.
Here in the U.S. as we slowly emerge from the economic difficulties of the pandemic and consider
funding relief packages, it is vital that we include in them the win-win opportunity—and urgent need—of
supporting nature-based climate solutions and new policy reforms that shift financing toward mechanisms
that support a healthy environment and sustainable economies for local communities. It is only through
scaling up these solutions that we will collectively achieve the goal of stopping further steep declines in
biodiversity.
Our human interdependence with the environment and its biodiversity has perhaps never been more
obvious to so many of us as it has been during the global COVID emergency that has left us separated and
staying closer to home. That interdependence means that it is in our best interest to do whatever it takes to stop
the biodiversity and climate change freefall. National, state, and provincial governments should look carefully at
the recommendations contained within the Financing Nature report and non-governmental organizations should
help them find ways to implement them. There is no time to lose."
Brett Wilkins, "'No Time to Lose': New Study Shows 50% Coral Decline on Great Barrier Reef: 'We
expect this decline to continue,' predicted one of the study's authors, who said that unless urgent climate action is
taken,
'the
reef
will
be
unrecognizable,'"
Common
Dreams,
October
14,
2020,
https://www.commondreams.org/news/2020/10/14/no-time-lose-new-study-shows-50-coral-decline-great-barrierreef?cdorigin=rss&utm_term=AO&utm_campaign=Daily%20Newsletter&utm_content=email&utm_source=Daily%20Ne
wsletter&utm_medium=Email, reported, "A new study published Tuesday found that half of the coral in
Australia's Great Barrier Reef have been killed off over the past three decades as ocean temperatures rise
due to human-caused global heating.
The study, conducted by the ARC Center of Excellence for Coral Reef Studies in Townsville,
Queensland, shows that coral populations along the reef have fallen dramatically due to bleaching, which is
caused by the death of the algae that live symbiotically with coral and provide their food.
'The decline occurred in both shallow and deeper water, and across virtually all species—but especially in
branching and table-shaped corals,' Terry Hughes, a professor at the ARC Center who co-authored the study,
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wrote. "These were the worst affected by record breaking temperatures that triggered mass bleaching in 2016 and
2017." Unless carbon emissions decline significantly, the reef die-off is expected to continue.
Kenny Stancil, "'Where Will Everyone Go?' New Report Documents How Climate Migration Could
Reshape US: 'The cost of resisting the new climate reality is mounting,' a new report shows, suggesting the U.S. is
'on the cusp of a great transformation' involving the relocation of millions of displaced people." Common Dreams,
September 15, 2020, https://www.commondreams.org/news/2020/09/15/where-will-everyone-go-new-reportdocuments-how-climate-migration-could-reshape-us?cdorigin=rss&utm_term=AO&utm_campaign=Daily%20Newsletter&utm_content=email&utm_source=Daily%20Ne
wsletter&utm_medium=Email, reported, "Potentially millions of people in the U.S. will be displaced as the
climate crisis makes certain regions increasingly uninhabitable, prompting new migrations that will reshape
the country, a new report shows.
The story published Tuesday is the second installment in a series on global climate migration that stems
from a collaboration between ProPublica and the New York Times, with support from the Pulitzer Center.
While the first article in the series focused on the movement of climate refugees across international
borders, the latest story focuses on how climate migration within the U.S. will reshape the country.
As report author Abrahm Lustgarten explains, 'In much of the developing world, vulnerable people will
attempt to flee the emerging perils of global warming, seeking cooler temperatures, more fresh water and
safety.'
But here in the U.S., many people have for years 'avoided confronting these changes in their own
backyards,' he writes.
'The decisions we make about where to live are distorted not just by politics that play down climate
risks, but also by expensive subsidies and incentives aimed at defying nature,' Lustgarten adds in the report.
'People have largely gravitated toward environmental danger, building along coastlines from New Jersey to
Florida and settling across the cloudless deserts of the Southwest.'
In light of a summer in which millions of people have endured the devastating combined effects of a
pandemic, wildfires, hurricanes, and heatwaves, the journalist wonders: 'Might Americans finally be waking upto
how climate is about to transform their lives? And if so—if a great domestic relocation might be in the offing—
was it possible to project where we might go?'
Lustgarten argues that the U.S., where 162 million people—nearly one in two—will 'most likely
experience a decline in the quality of their environment' in the coming years, is 'a nation on the cusp of a
great transformation.'
'The changes could be particularly severe' for 93 million Americans, and 'if carbon emissions rise at
extreme levels, at least four million Americans could find themselves living at the fringe, in places decidedly
outside the ideal niche for human life,' according to the analysis.
The story is accompanied by a set of maps depicting likely shifts in the niche of human habitability, and the
scenarios 'suggest massive upheavals in where Americans currently live and grow food.'
Several factors are driving changes in the suitability of different environments, researchers note.
These include extreme heat and humidity—the collision of which will create what scientists call 'wet bulb'
temperatures that will "disrupt the norms of daily existence'—as well as larger and more frequent wildfires,
rising sea levels, declining crop yields, and economic damages related to higher energy costs and lower labor
productivity.
According to the analysis, the greatest climate risk exists in counties throughout the Southeast and the
Southwest where the perils are likely to intermingle and generate 'compounding calamities.'
'The cost of resisting the new climate reality is mounting,' the report states. Public officials in Florida
"have already acknowledged that defending some roadways against the sea will be unaffordable,' explains
Lustgarten. Furthermore, 'the nation's federal flood-insurance program is for the first time requiring that some of its
payouts be used to retreat from climate threats across the country.'
If 'it will soon prove too expensive to maintain the status quo'—as Lustgarten argues it will—then what
might we expect?
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The author paints a grim picture of the possible consequences of mass relocations between now and
2070, arguing that such a population shift is:
[likely to increase poverty and widen the gulf between the rich and the poor. It will accelerate rapid,
perhaps chaotic, urbanization of cities ill-equipped for the burden, testing their capacity to provide basic
services and amplifying existing inequities. It will eat away at prosperity, dealing repeated economic blows
to coastal, rural and Southern regions, which could in turn push entire communities to the brink of collapse.
Mobility itself, global migration experts point out, is often a reflection of relative wealth, and as some
move, many others will be left behind. Those who stay risk becoming trapped as the land and the society
around them ceases to offer any more support.[
While a growing number of citizens consider climate change a top political priority, Lustgarten argues that
'policymakers, having left America unprepared for what's next, now face brutal choices about which
communities to save—often at exorbitant costs—and which to sacrifice.'
Lustgarten devotes considerable attention to what he describes as the negative effects of the country's
property insurance system, which has distorted perceptions of risk and incentivized real estate development
in locations vulnerable to disasters. The experts he talked to anticipate shocks to the financial system and the
upending of 'entire communities' once 'all the structural disincentives that had built Americans' irrational
response' to the threats posed by climate change begin 'reaching their logical endpoint.'
'Until now,' the report notes, 'market mechanisms had essentially socialized the consequences of high-risk
development. But as the costs rise—and the insurers quit, and the bankers divest, and the farm subsidies prove too
wasteful, and so on—the full weight of responsibility will fall on individual people.'
'And that's when the real migration might begin,' says Lustgarten.
Past experiences with socio-environmental disasters in the U.S. raise concerns about the welfare of
people who are displaced as well as those who are left behind. When the Dust Bowl 'propelled an exodus of
some 2.5 million people' from Oklahoma, Texas, Arkansas, and Missouri, 'they were funneled into squalid shanty
towns' in California, the author writes.
Experts told Lustgarten that similar problems are likely to arise in the 21st century, as hundreds of
thousands of climate refugees move to cities already struggling with poverty, inequality, and 'long-neglected'
infrastructural systems 'suddenly pressed to expand under increasingly adverse conditions.'
In the 1930s, 'Colorado tried to seal its border from the climate refugees,' the report notes. And 'the places
migrants left behind never fully recovered.'
Barring a reorientation of economic priorities and resources through far-reaching legislation like the Green
New Deal, Lustgarten suggests that the decisions made by policymakers 'will almost inevitably make the nation
more divided, with those worst off relegated to a nightmare future in which they are left to fend for themselves.'
Our work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-Share Alike 3.0 License."
Andrea Germanos, "'Now Do #TarSands': TD Bank Urged to Go Further on Climate After Nixing Arctic
Projects: 'It no longer makes business sense for banks to back polluting projects, and those that plan for a lowcarbon future will prosper in the economies of tomorrow,'" Common Dreams, November 9, 2020, reported,
"Climate campaigners on Monday welcomed as a step forward TD Bank Group's announcement that it will
not fund fossil fuel projects in the Arctic, including in the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge, as part of its netzero emissions by 2050 target.
The new climate action plan, the bank said, is 'aligned to the associated principles of the Paris agreement'
and will help "capture the opportunities of the low-carbon economy."
'This ambitious plan shows the game has changed on climate,' said Ameila Meister, senior campaigner at
SumOfUs, in a statement. 'It no longer makes business sense for banks to back polluting projects, and those that
plan for a low-carbon future will prosper in the economies of tomorrow.'
According to the announcement, the bank will rule out providing financial services 'for activities that
are directly related to the exploration, development, or production of oil and gas within the Arctic Circle,
including the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge (ANWR).'
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The statement further recognized that the region is 'home to protected species, and of crucial importance to
the local Indigenous populations,' and that it 'is warming significantly faster than the rest of our planet, which
poses the risk of increased [greenhouse gas] releases and further warming.'
To be sure, the bank has been under pressure to take such action, having been named among the dirty
dozen worst banks (pdf) in terms of fossil fuel funding since the Paris climate pact entered into force four years
ago.
Ben Cushing, Sierra Club senior campaign representative, said, 'Committing to net-zero financed
emissions by 2050 is a good step forward, and in recent months has become the new baseline for banks
looking to clean up their act on climate.'
Still, TD Bank must document its 'critical next steps for actually getting there,' Cushing added,
"including a near-term target for emissions reductions and a clear plan to phase out financing for fossil
fuels immediately."
As for TD Bank's plan to rule out Arctic drilling, Cushing was tempered in his praise.
With the backdrop of Citigroup, Goldman Sachs, JPMorgan Chase, Morgan Stanley, and Wells Fargo all
having recently pledged to stop financing fossil fuel activities in the Arctic, Cushing framed the step as merely
'low-hanging fruit for any socially or environmentally responsible bank' and said that 'any institution that hasn't yet
done so should follow suit.'
Cushing also pointed to a notable absence in TD Bank's plan—a commitment to phase out financing of
tar sands projects.
That's especially important given the climate impact of tar sands, as well as the fact that TD Bank
continues to be one of the biggest bankers in the world of such operations, according to the latest Banking on
Climate Change report released in March.
A 'realistic plan to achieve net-zero emissions and align with the Paris agreement must include an
immediate commitment to phase out dirty tar sands as well,' Cushing said.
The increasing evidence of the climate crisis makes clear there's no time to waste, say progressive
campaigners.
'While banks and other financial institutions are rapidly waking up to the severity of these climate risks to
their own bottom lines, the climate movement is driving home the fact that by increasing financing of fossil fuels,
banks are responsible for an extremely high risk of massive harm to the planet and its people—that is, banks and
the financial industry at large have enormous climate impact,' said the Banking on Climate Change report.
'Financiers need to cut their climate impact with the utmost urgency.'
Our work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-Share Alike 3.0 License."
Jessica Corbett, "Under Pressure From Climate Activists, World's Largest Insurance Market to Ditch Coal,
Tar Sands, and Arctic Projects: 'An Insure Our Future welcomed the step but also said that 'Lloyd's 2030 deadline
is not justified by climate science and the urgent need for action,'" Common Dreams, December 17, 2020, reported,
"Caving to pressure from climate action campaigners, Lloyd's of London, the world's largest insurance
market, announced Wednesday that it will no longer cover coal-fired power plants and mines, tar sands, or
Arctic energy exploration activities from January 2022 onward, with plans to fully phase out such
businesses by 2030.
Framing the move as 'a reversal of its traditional hands-off approach to climate change
strategy,' Reuters explained that 'Lloyd's acts as regulator for around 100 syndicate members, and leaves decisions
on underwriting and investment strategy to them.'
While welcoming the announcement—along with Llyod's Environmental, Social, and Governance
Report 2020—campaigners urged the market to ditch the fossil fuel industry on a more accelerated timeline,
given warnings from scientists and world leaders about the necessity of an ambitious and urgent transition to a
sustainable economy.
'We welcome Lloyd's new policy of no longer providing new insurance cover for coal-fired power plants,
thermal coal mines, oil sands, and new Arctic energy exploration as a step in the right direction,' said Lindsay
Keenan, European coordinator for Insure Our Future, in a statement. 'However, the policy should take effect now,
not 2022.'
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'Additionally, the target date for Lloyd's to phase out existing policies should be January 2021 for
companies still developing new coal and tar sand projects,' she said. 'Lloyd's 2030 deadline is not justified by
climate science and the urgent need for action. We will continue to hold Lloyd's accountable until it has met these
recommendations.'
The new policies came after the Insure Our Future campaign released its fourth annual scorecard on the
insurance industry, dirty energy, and the climate emergency—which called out Lloyd's for underwriting and
investing in fossil fuels, particularly coal.
Lloyd's chairman Bruce Carnegie-Brown told The Guardian that 'we want to align ourselves with the U.N.
sustainability development goals and the principles in the Paris [climate] agreement,' but also defending the 2030
choice.
'We want to try to support our customers in the transition and we don't want to create cliff edges for them,'
he said. 'Oil is too fundamental an energy supply source for the world today and it would be impossible to get out
of that without creating real dislocation to our customers. It's an issue of calibration over time.'
Flora Rebello Arduini, senior campaigner consultant for SumOfUs, disagreed.
'Lloyd's needs to prohibits all members of its market from renewing insurance for the Adani Carmichael
coal mine, the Trans Mountain tar sand pipeline extension, and other such climate-wrecking projects when they
come up for renewal in 2021, not in 2030,' she said in a statement.
'The time to act is now,' she added. 'Lloyd's must set binding market-wide policies that make clear to all
stakeholders what can and cannot be done under Lloyd's brand name and credit rating.'
Adam McGibbon, U.K. campaigner for Market Forces, said that Lloyd's new report 'sends a message to its
syndicates that taking on new thermal coal risks, such as the Adani Carmichael coal project, is not supported,'
while U.S.-based campaigners suggested the policies boost pressure on companies across the Atlantic.
As Elana Sulakshana, energy finance campaigner at Rainforest Action Network, put it: 'Lloyd's is sending a
message to the U.S. insurance industry that it cannot continue its unchecked support for climate-wrecking projects
under the Lloyd's name.'
"Building on today's momentum, we will continue pressuring the U.S. insurance industry to match and exceed
Lloyd's policies across their entire fossil fuel underwriting and investment portfolios," Sulakshana vowed.
AIG, Liberty Mutual, and other U.S. insurers that operate Lloyd's syndicates will be forced to abide by the
new rules for their underwriting.
'The writing is on the wall—coal is becoming increasingly uninsurable,' said David Arkush, climate
program director at Public Citizen. 'Lloyd's announcement makes AIG's and Travelers' refusal to even
consider dumping coal even more inexcusable. These companies can talk all they want about sustainability, but
until they change their underwriting policies, that talk is meaningless.'
As the outgoing Trump administration works to open up the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge in Alaska to
fossil fuel extraction, the Gwich'in Steering Committee is urging Lloyd's and insurers to join with dozens of
financial institutions, including major U.S. and Canadian banks, in restricting support for Arctic drilling projects.
Lloyd's announcement is 'a step in the right direction' but 'not enough,' said Bernadette Demientieff,
executive director of the Gwich'in Steering Committee. 'As Indigenous Peoples, we are living in ground zero of
climate change while fighting to protect our sacred lands and our ways of life. People need to understand that the
land, the water, and the animals are what makes us who we are.'
'Our human rights have been violated not just by our government but by corporations and people that are
not educated on Indigenous issues,' she added. 'We urge Lloyd's to join AXA and Swiss Re to exclude themselves
from any Arctic Refuge energy development or exploration immediately and show the world that they respect the
rights of Indigenous peoples whose lives will forever change if drilling is to occur.'
Our work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-Share Alike 3.0 License."
Julia Conley, "'Huge News': Nearly Four Dozen Faith Institutions Announce Divestment From Fossil
Fuels: "While government leaders cling to the economic models of yesterday, faith leaders are looking ahead to the
energy
future
we
share,'"
Common
Dreams,
November
16,
2020,
https://www.commondreams.org/news/2020/11/16/huge-news-nearly-four-dozen-faith-institutions-announcedivestment-fossil-fuels?cd84

origin=rss&utm_term=AO&utm_campaign=Daily%20Newsletter&utm_content=email&utm_source=Daily%20Ne
wsletter&utm_medium=Email, reported, "Climate action campaigners applauded Monday after 47 faith
institutions from 21 countries announced they would divest from fossil fuels, marking the largest-ever joint
divestment by religious leaders in history."
"'With renewables now growing at a faster pace than fossil fuels,' the group noted, 'institutional
investors are increasingly moving toward sustainable investments in the clean energy economy. Faith
investors help lead this movement, constituting the single-largest source of divestment in the world, making
up one-third of all commitments. To date, nearly 400 religious institutions have committed to divest."
The institutions which announced their divestment include the Commission of the Bishops'
Conferences of the European Union, Irish religious order the Sisters of Our Lady Apostles, the American
Jewish World Service, and the Claretian Missionaries in Sri Lanka. Catholic, Protestant, and Jewish
organizations joined the coalition."
"The Pope is convening an 'Economy of Francesco' conference beginning on Thursday, at which
leaders and young climate action campaigners will discuss ways for the Church to help develop a
sustainable world economy.
'The economic power of faiths, turned to responsible investments and the green economy, can be a major
driver of positive change, and an inspiration to others, as we rebuild better,' said Inger Andersen, executive director
of the U.N. Environment Program and under secretary-general of the United Nations.
The American Jewish World Service said it had decided to divest from fossil fuels earlier this year."
Stephen Castle, "U.K. to Halt Subsidies for Fossil Fuel Projects Abroad: Prime Minister Boris Johnson has
been positioning himself as a leader in fighting global warming, an area where he can make common cause with
President-elect Joseph R. Biden Jr," The New York Times, December 11, 2020,
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/12/11/world/europe/UK-fossil-fuel-subsidies.html, reported, "Prime Minister Boris
Johnson of Britain promised on Friday to end direct taxpayer support for fossil fuel projects overseas as soon
as possible, in a move designed to help position his country as a global leader in the battle to curb climate
change."
A major indicator of the complex negative impacts of global warming induced climate change:
Christopher Flavelle, "Fires and Storms Push Demand for Emergency Shelter to a New High: The Red Cross has
provided more nights of shelter to Americans this year than at any point on record, a sign of the widening human toll
of climate change," The New York Times, October 1, 2020, https://www.nytimes.com/2020/10/01/climate/disastershelter-red-cross.html, reported, "A year already filled with historic wildfires and hurricanes can now claim
another dubious distinction: Americans have spent far more time in emergency housing than in any year
during the past decade, smashing 2017’s full-year record with three months left to go."
Jessica Corbett, "Research Shows 'Linking Climate Policy to Social and Economic Justice Makes It More
Popular': 'The public wants a Green New Deal. The public wants green stimulus. The public wants to address
inequality'," Common Dreams, June 12, 2020, https://www.commondreams.org/news/2020/06/12/research-showslinking-climate-policy-social-and-economic-justice-makes-it-more?cdorigin=rss&utm_term=AO&utm_campaign=Daily%20Newsletter&utm_content=email&utm_source=Daily%20Ne
wsletter&utm_medium=Email, reported, "Amid persistent calls for a green and just recovery from the ongoing
coronavirus pandemic and nationwide protests against systemic racism and injustice, researchers on Friday
detailed recent studies showing 'policy packages that address the climate crisis alongside income inequality,
racial injustice, and the economic crisis are more popular among voters.'
The protests sparked by Minneapolis police killing George Floyd have renewed pressure on all levels of
government to pursue racial justice—and not just in terms of police violence against historically marginalized
groups, particularly black Americans, but also when it comes to economic and environmental injustice.
In their piece for the Washington Post, the three researchers acknowledge the current slate of urgent
crises facing the country and how these crises are linked to racial inequality before detailing the results of
two nationally representative public opinion studies they conducted over the past year. 'The take-home
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message is clear,' the researchers write. 'Linking climate policy with social and economic reforms makes
climate action more popular with the public.'
One example of this policymaking approach that the researchers highlight is the Green New Deal
resolution introduced in February 2019 by Rep. Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez (D-N.Y.) and Sen. Ed Markey (DMass.). The resolution calls for tackling 'the existential threat posed by climate change' through a 10-year
shift to 100% clean energy that ensures a just transition for workers and frontline communities, in part by
creating millions of new, well-paying jobs.
The researchers behind the studies and Post piece are Parrish Bergquist—a postdoctoral researcher at the
Yale Program on Climate Change Communication and an incoming assistant professor of public policy at
Georgetown University—along with Matto Mildenberger and Leah Stokes, who are both assistant professors of
political science at the University of California at Santa Barbara and have each published books on climate
policymaking.
In a tweet about the Post piece Friday, Stokes reiterated their finding that 'linking climate policy to social
and economic justice makes it more popular' and drew attention to the resolution from Ocasio-Cortez and Markey,
writing that it turns out they 'had a really popular idea when they proposed the Green New Deal.'
The first study—detailed in a peer-reviewed, open access paper published last month in Environmental
Research Letters—surveyed 2,476 Americans online last summer. Some respondents reviewed climate packages
that included social or economic programs while others reviewed packages with only climate policies.
'We found unambiguous evidence that Americans support the key idea behind the Green New Deal:
addressing climate change alongside economic and social problems,' the researchers write in the Post. As they
explain:
Compared with a policy package with only climate reforms, including economic policies such as a
jobs guarantee, unionized clean energy jobs, and retraining for fossil fuel workers increased support for the
package by an average of 12 percentage points. While Democrats in our survey viewed these policies more
favorably, including economic measures in a climate package does not drive Republicans away.
We found similar results when we added some social policy planks, such as affordable housing and a
$15 minimum wage. The social policies we tested increased support for a climate policy package by an
average of 11 percentage points. That said, some social policies—such as universal, government-run health
insurance and free college—increased the package's overall popularity but decreased Republican support.
The second study, conducted last month, surveyed 1,049 Americans to determine the popularity of
including climate policies in the stimulus packages necessitated by the ongoing pandemic. Similar to the first
study, the researchers found 'packages that invest in clean energy and transportation are more popular than
coronavirus spending that ignores the climate crisis.'
'In our survey, including investments in wind and solar increases support by 8.5 percentage points, making
it one of the most popular policy planks that we tested. While clean energy investments are mostly popular among
Democrats, including them does not decrease Republican support," they write. "Yet, so far, Congress has not
focused on green stimulus.'
The researches note that 'the climate crisis will not take a break during the pandemic' and 'climate impacts
will fall disproportionately on communities of color, including black Americans—the same groups who are already
hit hardest by the Covid-19 crisis, unemployment, and police brutality.'
Given the popularity of pairing urgently needed climate action with policies that address inequality, racial
injustice, and the economic crisis, the researchers conclude that 'in the future, we might find Congress taking this
approach.'
The piece comes about a week after the DNC Council on the Environment and Climate Crisis put out a
Democratic Party platform recommendation—directed at presumptive presidential nominee Joe Biden—calling for
a national plan through 2050 that is 'informed by the vision and aspirations of the Green New Deal.'
Our work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-Share Alike 3.0 License."
Somini Sengupta, "This Is Inequity at the Boiling Point," The New York Times," August 7, 2020,
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2020/08/06/climate/climate-change-inequality-heat.html, discusses the
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many ways that the continued heating of the Earth is creating misery, and death, at very unequal rates,
hitting the poor and those living in less industrially developed areas far harder than those better off.
Christopher Flavelle, "Hotter Days Widen Racial Gap in U.S. Schools, Data Shows: Higher temperatures
are linked to worse test scores, but only for Black and Hispanic children. The likely culprit: a lack of airconditioning," The New York Times, October 5, 2020, https://www.nytimes.com/2020/10/05/climate/heat-minorityschool-performance.html?campaign_id=54&emc=edit_clim_20201007&instance_id=22904&nl=climatefwd%3A&regi_id=52235981&segment_id=40132&te=1&user_id=2984790c14170290245238c0cd4fd927,
reported, "In a paper published Monday (https://www.nature.com/articles/s41562-020-00959-9) in the journal
Nature Human Behavior, researchers found that students performed worse on standardized tests for every
additional day of 80 degrees Fahrenheit or higher, even after controlling for other factors. Those effects held
across 58 countries, suggesting a fundamental link between heat exposure and reduced learning.
But when the researchers looked specifically at the United States, using more granular data to break
down the effect on test scores by race, they found something surprising: The detrimental impact of heat
seemed to affect only Black and Hispanic students." The difference appears to be caused primarily by the
presence or lack of air conditioning."
Scientific studies now show conclusively that there is a direct relationship between ocean heat 'blobs',
ocean heat waves, and climate change. Some of these could not occur without global warming ("Ocean Heat
Waves Are Directly Linked to Climate Change: The “blob” of hotter ocean water that killed sea lions and other
marine life in 2014 and 2015 may become permanent," The New York Times, September 24, 2020,
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/09/24/climate/ocean-heat-wavesblob.html?campaign_id=54&emc=edit_clim_20200930&instance_id=22664&nl=climatefwd%3A&regi_id=52235981&segment_id=39446&te=1&user_id=2984790c14170290245238c0cd4fd927).
Somini Sengupta, "China, in Pointed Message to U.S., Tightens Its Climate Targets," The New York
Times," September 22, 2020, https://www.nytimes.com/2020/09/22/climate/china-China, reported, "President Xi
Jinping of China pledged on Tuesday that his country would adopt much stronger climate targets and
achieve what he called 'carbon neutrality before 2060.' If realized, the pledges would be crucial in the global
fight against climate change."
Jessica Corbett, "Mayors of 12 Major Global Cities Home to 36 Million People Make Unified Fossil Fuel
Divestment Pledge: 'We're in a make-or-break decade for the preservation of our planet and our livelihoods,' said
C40 chair and Los Angeles Mayor Eric Garcetti," Common Dreams," September 22, 2020,
https://www.commondreams.org/news/2020/09/22/mayors-12-major-global-cities-home-36-million-people-makeunified-fossil-fuel?cdorigin=rss&utm_term=AO&utm_campaign=Weekly%20Newsletter&utm_content=email&utm_source=Weekly%
20Newsletter&utm_medium=Email, reported, "In another win for climate campaigners, leaders of 12 major cities
around the world—collectively home to about 36 million people—committed Tuesday to divesting from
fossil fuel companies and investing in a green, just recovery from the ongoing coronavirus pandemic.
`The announcement from C40 Cities—a global network of communities dedicated to tackling the climate
emergency—came on day two of Climate Week NYC, some of which is being held online because of the Covid-19
crisis."
Lisa Newcomb, "'It's Disintegrated, Basically': Last Fully Intact Canadian Ice Sheet Collapses, The
formation was the final survivor of its kind in the nation's Arctic." Common Dreams, August 7, 2020,
https://www.commondreams.org/news/2020/08/07/its-disintegrated-basically-last-fully-intact-canadian-ice-sheetcollapses?cdorigin=rss&utm_term=AO&utm_campaign=Daily%20Newsletter&utm_content=email&utm_source=Daily%20Ne
wsletter&utm_medium=Email, reported, "An ice shelf larger than Manhattan has collapsed in the Canadian
Arctic.
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The Milne Ice Shelf was the nation's last fully-intact ice shelf in the Arctic, and it lost more than 40%
of its area in just two days in July, reports Reuters, the equivalent of about 50 square miles.
Researchers are predicting 2020 will be in the top five hottest years on record, and scientists have
already labeled this year's hurricane season 'extremely active.' Experts are mourning the loss of the ice shelf,
located near Canada's Ellesmere Island, though many predicted its demise."
Red lining, other discriminatory practices, and the limited choices housing of poor people - overly
represented by people of cover - have meant that in the U.S. the poor suffer the most from global warming, as
their living places are often the hottest in the area (Brad Plumer and Nadja Popovich, "How Decades of
Racist Housing Policy Left Neighborhoods Sweltering," The New York Times, August 24, 2020,
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2020/08/24/climate/racism-redlining-cities-globalwarming.html).
A new study found that exposure to high heat or air pollution increases the chances of pregnant
women giving birth to under weight babies or having still births. This is especially the case for African
American women (Christopher Flavelle, "Exposure to Pollution and Heat Is Tied to Pregnancy Risks," The New
York Times, June 3, 2020).
Henry Fountain, "Arctic Sea Ice Reaches a Low, Just Missing Record: Only 2012 had less sea ice coverage,
scientists say, as climate change takes its toll in the region," The New York Times, September 21, 2020,
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/09/21/climate/arctic-sea-ice-climate-change.html,reported, "A 'crazy year' in the
Arctic has resulted in the second-lowest extent of sea ice in the region, scientists said Monday."
"Since satellite measurements of sea ice began four decades ago, only 2012 has had a lower minimum,
when 1.32 million square miles were measured. The 2020 minimum was nearly a million square miles less than the
average annual minimum between 1981 and 2010.
This year also continues an alarming streak: The 14 lowest ice years have occurred in the past 14
years. Many scientists expect that the Arctic could be devoid of ice in summers well before midcentury."
Veronica Penney, "Climate Change Is Making Winter Ice More Dangerous: A new study has found that
cold-weather drownings are increasing sharply in warmer parts of the Northern Hemisphere," The New York
Times, November 20, 2020, https://www.nytimes.com/2020/11/20/climate/thin-ice-winter-drowning.html,
reported, "New research on the connection between climate change and winter drownings has found that
reported drowning deaths are increasing exponentially in areas with warmer winters.
The
study, published
on
Wednesday
in
the
journal
PLoS
One
(https://journals.plos.org/plosone/article?id=10.1371/journal.pone.0241222), looked at drownings in 10 countries
in the Northern Hemisphere. The largest number of drownings occurred when air temperatures were just
below the freezing point, between minus 5 degrees Celsius and 0 Celsius (between 23 degrees Fahrenheit and
32 Fahrenheit)," with increases in winter drownings often the highest in places where Indigenous customs
and livelihood require extended time on ice."
Repeating a pattern of several years, interrupted in 2019, in mid-December a major storm dumped
record amounts of snow in a number of places as it hit the East coast of the U.S., causing disruptions and at
least 3 deaths (Lucy Tompkins, "Storm Dumps Snow on East Coast, Shutting Schools and Virus Testing: Three
people died in highway crashes in Pennsylvania and Virginia. New York expecting up to a foot of precipitation as
the mess moved on to New England," The New York Times, December 18, 2020,
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/12/16/us/snowstorm-east-coast.html).
Leighton Rowell, "Hurricane Zeta disrupts early in-person voting in Georgia," The New York Times, October
29,
2020, https://www.nytimes.com/2020/10/29/us/elections/hurricane-zeta-disrupts-early-in-person-voting-ingeorgia.html, reported, "The morning after Hurricane Zeta’s forceful winds downed power lines, toppled trees
and caused road closures across the state of Georgia, widespread outages left more than 600,000 Georgians
without electricity and took some of the state’s advanced voting locations offline Thursday — the penultimate
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day for early, in-person voting."
And yet another tropical storm hits the U.S. Gulf Coast: Patricia Mazzei and Frances Robles, "Tropical
Storm Eta Causes Flooding in South Florida: Some areas saw more than 13 inches of rainfall, and there was a
storm surge along the coast," The New York Times, November 10, 2020, reported, "South Florida awoke to
streets turned into shallow rivers on Monday after Tropical Storm Eta soaked the region overnight. It
dumped rain inland, caused storm surge along the coast and left hundreds of thousands of people without
electricity.
More than 13 inches of rain fell in some areas, according to the National Weather Service, flooding front
yards and back patios, threatening mobile home communities and creating dangerous driving conditions. By 11
a.m. on Monday, three flash-flood emergency alert warnings had screeched over cellular phones, each time
extending the danger period."
Carol Rosenberg, Amaris Castillo and Christina Morales, Eta Returns, Soaking Florida’s West Coast:
The same storm that earlier hit eastern Florida flooded streets and prompted several water rescues when it hit the
state again," The New York Times, "Tropical Storm Eta pounded Florida again on Thursday, flooding beach
communities along the Gulf of Mexico, forcing rescuers to wade through hip-deep water and hitting
portions of Tampa and Jacksonville as it made its way back out to sea."
Climate change is making even less powerful hurricanes more damaging by slowing many of them
down, while with a hotter atmosphere and ocean they pick up more moisture. Hurricane Sally is an
example, coming in a season of more than the previous average number of storms, itself a phenomenon of
climate change. Henry Fountain, "Why Hurricane Sally Could Bring a Deluge: Scientists know climate change
has made storms wetter. There’s evidence that it makes some slower, too. It all adds up to trouble when they
hit land," The New York Times, September 15, 2020, https://www.nytimes.com/2020/09/15/climate/hurricanesally-climate-change.html, reported, "Climate change is making hurricanes wetter, because as the atmosphere
warms it can hold more moisture. But Hurricane Sally is expected to dump as much as two and a half feet of
rain on parts of the Gulf Coast over the next few days, and such enormous amounts cannot be chalked up to
increased atmospheric moisture alone."
Henry Fountain, "Warming May Make Hurricanes Weaken More Slowly After Landfall: New research
suggests that climate change may be causing storms to retain destructive power for longer after moving inland," The
New York Times, November 11, 2020, https://www.nytimes.com/2020/11/11/climate/hurricanes-climate-changepatterns.html, reported, "But a new study looks at what happens after hurricanes make landfall and work their
way inland. The research suggests that climate change is affecting storms during this phase of their life as well,
causing them to weaken more slowly and remain destructive for longer."
Veronica Penney, "5 Things We Know About Climate Change and Hurricanes: Scientists can’t say for
sure whether global warming is causing more hurricanes, but they are confident that it’s changing the way storms
behave.
Here’s
how,"
The
New
York
Times,
November
11,
2020,
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/11/10/climate/climate-change-hurricanes.html, reported, "It has been a record
season for storms. On Monday night, Subtropical Storm Theta became the 29th named storm of the 2020
hurricane season, surpassing the total count from 2005."
While science cannot predict that in any given season there will now be more tropical storms, what is
clear is that there are five ways hurricanes are being changed by increasing climate change, as detailed in this
Times article: 1. Higher winds, 2. More rain, 3. Slower storms, 4. Wider-ranging storms (the area in which
tropical storms can form is increasing, which makes possible an increase in the number of storms and the
places vulnerable to them), and 5. More volatility (storms will intensify more rapidly, with those that increase
very greatly occurring much more frequently).
Sally proved unpredictable, swerving east into Alabama and the Florida panhandle. Having increased to a
category 2 hurricane, it struck harder than expected. Pensacola, FL was among many places flooded, with
five feet of water flowing down the main street. Two feet of rain had fallen before the storm struck directly.
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More than 35 inches of rain were anticipated in coastal areas as the storm proceeded slowly inland toward
Virginia and Washington, DC. (Richard Fausset, Rick Rojas and Nicholas Bogel-Burroughs, "Hurricane Sally
Slams the Florida Panhandle With Deluge of Rain: The sluggish storm veered east and intensified before making
landfall near the Alabama and Florida state line. Residents and officials said they were not anticipating a direct
hit," The New York Times, September 16, 2020, https://www.nytimes.com/2020/09/16/us/hurricane-sallylandfall.html).
•

On Tuesday, the National Hurricane Center reported "that Sally’s translation speed, the rate at which it
moves forward, was about 2 miles an hour, and that the storm was not expected to accelerate much as it
moved northward in the Gulf of Mexico toward an expected landfall Wednesday. It was stalling, in effect, as it
approached the Mississippi coast."
While there is nothing unusual about Hurricane Isaias in itself, consistent with global warming, it is
one of an increased number of tropical storms, including hurricanes, coming in what are now longer
hurricane seasons. Michael Venutolo-Mantovani and Rick Rojas, "Isaias Unleashes Floods and Tornadoes as It
Pummels the Atlantic Coast: Officials warned residents to stay out of harm’s way as at least two people were killed
by tornadoes, and two others from fallen trees. Millions were left without power," The New York Times, August 4,
2020, https://www.nytimes.com/2020/08/04/us/hurricane-isaias-updates.html, "Isaias pounded the Atlantic
Coast on Tuesday with ferocious wind and driving rain, flooding communities, knocking out power for
millions and spawning a series of tornadoes along its path.
Although it quickly weakened to a tropical storm, Isaias made landfall in North Carolina as a Category 1
hurricane and maintained a punishing level of power as it raked over the Eastern Seaboard, forcing a swath of the
country — from the Carolinas to the Northeast — to grapple with its devastation."
Jake Johnson, "As Hurricane Laura Batters Louisiana, Massive Chemical Leak Spews Toxic Smoke Near
Lake Charles: 'We knew this would happen. Lake Charles and Cameron Parish are petrochemical industry
epicenters. The plants, export terminals, refineries, oil tank farms are ticking time bombs every hurricane season,'"
Common Dreams, August 27, 2020, https://www.commondreams.org/news/2020/08/27/hurricane-laura-batterslouisiana-massive-chemical-leak-spews-toxic-smoke-near-lake?cdorigin=rss&utm_term=AO&utm_campaign=Daily%20Newsletter&utm_content=email&utm_source=Daily%20Ne
wsletter&utm_medium=email#, reported, "This is a developing news story... Check back for possible updates...
After Hurricane Laura tore through the area Thursday morning, a chemical leak broke out at a
plant near Lake Charles, Louisiana, leading authorities to warn residents against traveling through the
affected region as dark smoke flowed out of an industrial building and over Interstate 10.
Louisiana Gov. John Bel Edwards tweeted that 'there is a chemical fire in the Westlake/Moss Bluff/Sulphur
area. Residents are advised to shelter in place until further notice and close your doors and windows. Follow the
directions of local officials.'
'If you are in the Westlake/Moss Bluff/Sulphur area, shelter in place, close your windows and doors and
TURN OFF YOUR AIR CONDITIONING UNITS,' the governor added. 'There is a chemical fire. Stay inside and
wait for additional direction from local officials.'
The local Daily Advertiser reported that a "possible chlorine leak" caused a fire at an industrial plant but
authorities have not yet confirmed any details of what sparked the incident, which comes after activists warned of
the "environmental nightmare" that could result from the hurricane slamming a region with a high concentration of
chemical and fossil fuel plants and infrastructure.
'Facilities like this have been poisoning Gulf communities for decades,' tweetedenvironmentalist Rob
Friedman. 'During and after storms, who knows how much toxic pollution they're emitting.'
'We knew this would happen,' said another activist. 'Lake Charles and Cameron Parish are petrochemical
industry epicenters. The plants, export terminals, refineries, oil tank farms are ticking time bombs every hurricane
season. Industry only sees money, not environmental impact, and our leaders are in their pockets.'
Images and videos of the leak circulated widely on social media:
Our work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-Share Alike 3.0"
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Hurricane Laura provides evidence that hurricanes are getting worse with climate change. Although it
was a powerful force 4, not 5, and its expected huge tidal surge was less than expected, it was still more potent
in many ways than the previous worst, Hurricane Rita. Fortunately, lessons learned from past storms led to
preparations, including mass evacuations, that lessened loss of life and injury, as well as damage ("Hurricane
Laura Was Powerful, but Louisiana Was Prepared: In 2005, Hurricane Rita leveled some coastal communities in
southwest Louisiana, forcing changes to building codes and attitudes. As Laura approached, the region was ready,"
The New York Times, August 28, 2020, http://wssavirtual.conferencespot.org/?login_formerror=auth).
In the record tenth hurricane to strike the United States, as of October 10, 2020, Rick Rojas and Giulia
McDonnell Nieto del Rio, "Hurricane Brings Floods and Destruction to an Already Battered Louisiana: The storm
made landfall some 20 miles from where Laura touched down a few weeks ago, intensifying the devastation the state
has experienced during a brutal hurricane season," The New York Times, October 10, 2020,
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/10/10/us/hurricane-delta-damage.html, reported, "Hurricane Delta tore across
Louisiana late Friday, leaving a trail of destruction as it turned roadways into rapids and uprooted trees that
crashed onto roofs. It also dealt a demoralizing blow to a state still staggering its way back from one of the
most powerful storms that it had ever endured" just six weeks earlier. Climate change is clearly increasing
natural destruction at an alarming, increasing rate.
Rick Rojas and Giulia McDonnell Nieto del Rio, "Hurricane Delta Brings Floods and Destruction to an
Already Battered Louisiana: The storm made landfall some 20 miles from where Laura touched down a few weeks
ago, intensifying the devastation the state has experienced during a brutal hurricane season," The New York Times,
October 10, 2020, https://www.nytimes.com/2020/10/10/us/hurricane-delta-damage.html, reported, "Hurricane
Delta tore across Louisiana late Friday, leaving a trail of destruction as it turned roadways into rapids and
uprooted trees that crashed onto roofs. It also dealt a demoralizing blow to a state still staggering its way back
from one of the most powerful storms that it had ever endured."
And after a record tenth hurricane hitting the U.S. this year an 11th, and a record fifth for Louisiana:
Katy Reckdahl and Rick Rojas, "Hurricane Zeta Lashes Louisiana Coast in a Storm Season to Remember: The
storm, responsible for at least one death, was upgraded to a Category 2 hurricane before making landfall, The New
York Times, October 29, 2020, https://www.nytimes.com/2020/10/28/us/hurricane-zeta.html, reported, "Hurricane
Zeta lashed the Louisiana coast on Wednesday with heavy rainfall and powerful winds that officials feared
could pulverize parts of New Orleans as the storm made landfall with Category 2 strength."
"Zeta, which was responsible for at least one death, is the fifth major storm to hit Louisiana this year,
coming as yet another blow late in a long and punishing hurricane season that has wrought billions of
dollars in devastation in the state and left many residents worn out."
Zeta is the strongest storm in many decades to hit Louisiana this late in the season.
Iowa farmers were struck a major blow from 100 MPH winds, in mid-August 2020, that damaged as
many as 12 million acres of corn and soy, more than a third of the state's farm land, while destroying
hundreds of millions of bushels of grain as on farm and commercial storage bins were destroyed and
damaged. The Storm also knocked out electric power in much of the state which took days to restore (Will
Wright, "A Bitter Wind at a Shaky Time, and Iowa Is Left Reeling: Devastating windstorms just before harvest
were the last thing that Iowa farmers needed, The New York Times, August 15, 2020,
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/08/15/us/midwest-storm-farms.html).
"In Driest Year in Half Century, Audubon Releases Water into Rio Grande to Sustain Flows: Flexible tools
and timed releases help support people and birds in central New Mexico. Audubon Society, August 4, 2020,
https://www.audubon.org/news/in-driest-year-half-century-audubon-releases-water-rio-grande-sustainflows?utm_source=ea&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=engagement&emci=b53745c5-19d1-ea11-9b0500155d03bda0&emdi=a3aa3fd7-9dd6-ea11-9b05-00155d03bda0&ceid=710506, reported, "In order to address
the Rio Grande’s crippling drought and one of the driest water supplies in over 50 years, Audubon is doing
its part to create solutions that work for people and the birds that rely on a healthy flowing river. Through
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long-term funding support from the Bonneville Environmental Foundation, Audubon secured 250 acre-feet
per year for the next eight years, allowing us to store water during wetter years—such as 2019—and save it
for dry times such as now. Indeed, the iconic river in downtown Albuquerque may be dry for the first time
since the 1970’s.
This year we are releasing 530 acre-feet of this water into the Rio Grande near Los Lunas, N.M. in
an effort that is tightly coordinated with water managers and biologists to ensure effective and efficient use.
Through partnerships with water managers, cities, and farmers on the Rio Grande in central New Mexico,
Audubon is working on essential solutions to provide water for key sections of the Rio Grande south of
Albuquerque. These locations are part of the “string of pearls” strategy of the Middle Rio Grande Conservancy
District, an innovative water management strategy that takes advantage of irrigation infrastructure to efficiently
deliver water to key habitat locations. We believe these partnerships with water managers, cities, and farmers, are
essential components of any lasting solutions."
Kendra Chamberlain, "Irrigators in northern NM suffer ‘horrible’ growing season," New Mexico Political
Report, August 6, 2020, https://mailchi.mp/nmpoliticalreport.com/environment-wrap-up-472342?e=cde7993ced
The Rio Grande Sun’s Molly Montgomery spoke with irrigators in northern New Mexico who are struggling
through one of the worst water years in recent memory. Water flows in the Rio Chama at a gauge point at
La Puente are “not even half of the typical flow” of a nearby acequia, while the Abiquiú Dam is at 30
percent of its full capacity and El Vado is at less than 25 percent (From By Molly Montgomery, Rio Chama
Water Use Limited," Rio Grande Sun, July 30, 2020, http://www.riograndesun.com/news/county/rio-chama-wateruse-limited/article_33759f0a-d1db-11ea-9388-e7f22b91a968.html?utm_source=Environment+WrapUp&utm_campaign=22d0f5b028EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2017_07_12_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_be5ca4cdac-22d0f5b028142253585&mc_cid=22d0f5b028&mc_eid=cde7993ced).
Kendra Chamberlain, "Water reckoning looms in New Mexico’s future: ‘We’re not prepared for what’s
ahead of us’," New Mexico Poltical Report, September 19, 2020, https://nmpoliticalreport.com/2020/09/19/waterreckoning-looms-in-new-mexicos-future-were-not-prepared-for-whats-ahead-ofus/?mc_cid=93cddaf25c&mc_eid=cde7993ced, reported, "Water experts painted a grim picture of New
Mexico’s water future during a panel discussion focused on water policy and management. The panel was hosted
by Retake Democracy, an advocacy group based in Santa Fe."
"Gutzler said climate change will have three major impacts to water resources in the state." These
include rising temperature, already up 2.7 degrees Fahrenheit since the 1970s, as the climate becomes more
energetic and variable. The state is experiencing a rapid decline in snowpack, speedy increase in
evaporation rates, resulting in a decrease in groundwater recharge, not counting decreased rainfall.
"Rainfall will tend to be delivered in more intense doses, and the dry spells will also be more intense."
The U.S. Department of Agriculture noted, in October 2020, that where extreme, "exceptional",
drought in New Mexico used to occur once every 50 years, it now occurs more often, having been experienced
several times over the last decade (Geoffrey Plant, "USDA: ‘Exceptional drought’ no longer the exception," Silver
City Press, October 20, 2020, http://www.scdailypress.com/site/2020/10/20/usda-exceptional-drought-no-longer-theexception/?utm_source=Environment+Wrap-Up&utm_campaign=aafab00f3fEMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2017_07_12_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_be5ca4cdac-aafab00f3f142253585&mc_cid=aafab00f3f&mc_eid=cde7993ced).
Cody Nelson, "Indigenous activists brace for worsening wildfires under climate change," New Mexico
Political Report, August 29, 2020, https://nmpoliticalreport.com/2020/08/30/indigenous-activists-brace-forworsening-wildfires-under-climate-change/?mc_cid=80be268ea2&mc_eid=cde7993ced, reported, "Up in the
Sangre de Cristo Mountains [of New Mexico], the Medio Fire is burning over four square miles of forest land.
Its smoke has been combining with that from wildfires across the West and spilling down the mountains into
Santa Fe and nearby communities.
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When Carrie Wood found out that elders in the Nambé, Tesuque and Pojoaque pueblos had been
contending with that smoke for days, she decided to step in and help. Wood and other organizers of
the Three Sisters Collective (https://threesisterscollective.org) first tried looking for air purifiers in stores, but
everywhere they looked from Española to Santa Fe to Albuquerque had low stock.
They bought what they could and took donations, but wound up making purifiers themselves. Three Sisters
members set up shop in Wood’s patio on Monday and, using box fans, 20-inch Filtrete air filters and duct tape,
they made over 30 filters to bring to the elders and others with respiratory issues exacerbated by the
smoke."
Natalie Kitroeff, "‘This Is a War’: Cross-Border Fight Over Water Erupts in Mexico: Farmers in Mexico
ambushed soldiers and seized a dam to stop water payments to the United States, in a sign of growing conflict over
increasingly scarce resources.
October
16,
2020, https://www.nytimes.com/2020/10/14/world/americas/mexico-water-boquilla-dam.html,
reported, "The farmers armed themselves with sticks, rocks and homemade shields, ambushed hundreds of soldiers
guarding a dam and seized control of one of the border region’s most important bodies of water.
"The Mexican government was sending water — their water — to Texas, leaving them next to
nothing for their thirsty crops, the farmers said. So they took over the dam and have refused to allow any of
the water to flow to the United States for more than a month."
"The standoff is the culmination of longstanding tensions over water between the United States and
Mexico that have recently exploded into violence, pitting Mexican farmers against their own president and the
global superpower next door."
John Schwartz, "Heat and Drought Team Up More Frequently, With Disastrous Results: A new study finds
that what used to be a rare weather double whammy has been occurring more frequently in recent decades because of
climate change.” The New York Times, September 23, 2020, https://www.nytimes.com/2020/09/23/climate/heatdrought-climate-change.html, reported, "The combination of drought conditions and heat waves, which can make
wildfires more likely, is becoming increasingly common in the American West, according to a new study
(https://advances.sciencemag.org/content/6/39/eaaz4571). The results may be predictably disastrous."
Allyson Waller, "Fire Tornadoes Reported in Northern California Wildfire: The National Weather Service
issued an unusual warning on Saturday about the possibility of 'a fire-induced tornado'," The New York Times, August
16, 2020, https://www.nytimes.com/2020/08/16/us/loyalton-fire-tornado.html, reported, "The National Weather
Service said it was planning to investigate reports of a rare occurrence of fire tornadoes arising on Saturday
from a 20,000-acre wildfire in Northern California."
Thomas Fuller, "Fires, Blackouts, a Heat Wave and a Pandemic: California’s ‘Horrible’ Month:' The
nation’s most-populated state is facing multiple crises, including 23 major wildfires raging while the daily death
toll
from
the
coronavirus
is
above
100,"
The
New
York
Times,
August
20,
2020, https://www.nytimes.com/2020/08/19/us/california-heatwave-blackouts-wildfires.html,
reported,
"On
Wednesday millions of California residents were smothered by smoke-filled skies as dozens of wildfires
raged out of control. They braced for triple-digit temperatures, the sixth day of a punishing heat wave that
included a recent reading of 130 degrees in Death Valley [perhaps the hottest temperature ever recorded on
earth]. They braced for possible power outages because the state’s grid is overloaded, the latest sign of an
energy crisis. And they continued to fight a virus that is killing 130 Californians a day."
"Across the state there were 23 major fires reported on Wednesday and more than 300 smaller ones."
By August 22 Northern California had over 500 fires burning, over 1 million acres had been
consumed, and more than 119,000 people had been evacuated (Thomas Fuller, "Coronavirus Limits
California’s Efforts to Fight Fires With Prison Labor: Early releases of prisoners to protect them from the virus
have depleted the ranks of an inmate firefighting program that some say should be abolished anyway," The New
York Times, August 22, 2020, https://www.nytimes.com/2020/08/22/us/california-wildfires-prisoners.html).
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As of August 25, fires had killed seven people and destroyed 1,200 homes and businesses, as the
second and third largest fires in California history were burning. Fire seasons continue to get worse. By late
August 2019, 4,292 fires had burned 56,000 acres. At the same time in 2020, 7,002 fires have consumed more
than 1.4 million acres. The air quality in urban areas not far from the fires is far worse than has occurred in
Beijing or New Deli (Thomas Fuller, "4 Years of Catastrophic Fires in California: ‘I’m Numb’: For the eight
million residents of the San Francisco Bay Area, a ring of fire across Northern California feels inescapable." The
New York Times, August 24, 2020, https://www.nytimes.com/2020/08/24/us/california-fires-wildfires.html).
The excessive heat in California, which is a factor in the extensiveness of the wildfires, combined with
the huge quantity smoke from those fires (plus COVID-19) are making it quite difficult to carry out the crop
harvest in California (Somini Sengupta, "Heat, Smoke and COVID Are Battering the Workers Who Feed
America," The New York Times, August 25, 2020, https://www.nytimes.com/2020/08/25/climate/california-farmworkers-climate-change.html).
Thomas Fuller and Christopher Flavelle, "A Climate Reckoning in Fire-Stricken California," The New York
Times, September 11, 2020, https://www.nytimes.com/2020/09/10/us/climate-change-california-wildfires.html,
reported, "Multiple mega fires burning more than three million acres. Millions of residents smothered
in toxic air. Rolling blackouts and triple-digit heat waves. Climate change, in the words of one scientist, is
smacking California in the face.
The crisis in the nation’s most populous state is more than just an accumulation of individual
catastrophes. It is also an example of something climate experts have long worried about, but which few
expected to see so soon: a cascade effect, in which a series of disasters overlap, triggering or amplifying each
other."
"The intensely hot wildfires are not only chasing thousands of people from their homes but causing
dangerous chemicals to leach into drinking water. Excessive heat warnings and suffocating smoky air have
threatened the health of people already struggling during the pandemic. And the threat of more wildfires
has led insurance companies to cancel homeowner policies and the state’s main utility to shut off power to
tens of thousands of people pre-emptively."
Long-term draught, and a brutal heat wave have helped bring the fires, and merged with it along with the
COVID-19 pandemic into a cascade of catastrophes.
Jack Healy, Mike Baker and Tim Arango, "States Are in Desperate Search for Help Battling Record
Wildfires: With millions of acres ablaze across the West Coast, states are having a tough time finding available fire
crews. California resorted to calling in a team of firefighters from Israel," The New York Times, September 11,
2020, https://www.nytimes.com/2020/09/10/us/wildfires-help-ca-or-wa.html, reported that, as of September 10,
2020, in Oregon more than 900,000 acres has been consumed - more than twice the previous normal wildfire
loss in a season - hundreds of thousands of people evacuated, and hundreds of homes destroyed by the still
spreading fires.
In California, with more than a record 3 million acres burned, the August Complex had become the
largest wildfire in state history. Six of the 20 largest fires in California history have already occurred in
2020, and it is still early in fire season.
In Washington, several towns have been destroyed, as record fires burn.
As of September 11, with a 36 mile wide band of fires burning into Portland, OR suburbs, nearly 5
million acres had been consumed by fire on the west coast with at least 17 dead and many missing from the
wide, fast moving fires. Acrid smoke continued to choke people and darken the days in cities and around the
region (Jack Healy, Jack Nicas and Mike Baker, "A Line of Fire South of Portland and a Yearslong Recovery
Ahead: Firefighters continued to battle blazes along the West Coast that have now charred nearly five million
acres. At least 17 people are dead, with dozens still missing," The New York Times, September 12,
2020, https://www.nytimes.com/2020/09/11/us/fires-oregon-california-washington.html).
In Oregon, climate change has shifted the weather patterns, drying out areas previously too wet to
burn, so they are now suffering serious fires (Christopher Flavelle and Henry Fountain, "In Oregon, a New
Climate Menace: Fires Raging Where They Don’t Usually Burn: The northwest part of the state, usually much
wetter, has dried out this year, enabling flames driven by powerful winds to 'just explode down these canyons.'” The
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New York Times, September 12, 2020, https://www.nytimes.com/2020/09/12/climate/oregon-wildfires.html).
Blacki Migliozzi, Scott Reinhard, Nadja Popovich, Tim Wallace and Allison McCann, "Record Wildfires
on the West Coast Are Capping a Disastrous Decade," The New York Times, September 24, 2020,
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2020/09/24/climate/fires-worst-year-california-oregon-washington.html
,
reported, "With more than a month of fire weather ahead for large parts of the West Coast, the 2020 fire
season has already taken a disastrous toll.
Combined, over five million acres have burned in California, Oregon and Washington so far.
Thousands of buildings have been destroyed by some of the largest fires ever recorded. More than two
dozen people have died. Millions up and down the coast have spent weeks living under thick clouds of smoke
and ash."
"Data from two NASA satellites that can detect heat shows fire activity in California, Oregon and
Washington in 2020 has already eclipsed even the worst previous year" as shown graphically in the Times article,
West Coast fire seasons have been growing continually worse over the last decade, with 2020 - with yet a
month to go - far worse than anything seen before.
At the end of September 2020, the worst fire season in history in California continued to get worse.
For example, Tim Arango, Johnny Diaz and Carly Stern, "3 Killed in Fresh Wildfires in Northern California: In
addition to the deaths, the famous Chateau Boswell winery is gone, a community of tiny homes for homeless
people has burned, and an untold number of houses are feared lost," The New York Times, September 29,
2020, https://www.nytimes.com/2020/09/28/us/california-glass-zogg-fires.html, reported, "California’s famed
wine country, already suffering an economic blow brought on by the coronavirus pandemic and covered in
smoke for weeks, is on fire again.
The state’s losses were mounting on Monday as two new wildfires burned out of control, killing three
people in Shasta County, the sheriff said. And in wine country, the famous Chateau Boswell winery was
gone, a community of tiny homes for homeless people has burned, and an untold number of houses were
feared lost."
By Mid October the fire season continued to blaze on the West Coast, with More than 8,500 wildfires
having consumed more than 4.1 million acres in California, including in the largest single wildfire, and four of
the five largest in state history. 31 people died in the California fires. In Oregon and Washington, over a
million acres have burned. In Colorado, the usual snows have not come the mountains, and in the drought the
fire season was extending far beyond its usual end, with 430,000 acres already consumed and still burning. The
largest fire in Colorado history was still spreading on October 18, while another destroyed much of the town of
Jamestown (Charlie Brennan and Rick Rojas, "Colorado Wildfire Grows Into Largest in State History: Left
vulnerable by dry conditions, more than 430,000 acres have burned so far in what has been one of the worst years
ever
for
wildfires
in
the
state,"
The
New
York
Times,
October
19,
2020, https://www.nytimes.com/2020/10/18/us/colorado-wildfires-cameron-peak.html).
Ariel Iannone Román, "West Coast Fires Disproportionately Affect Indigenous Communities," Cultural
Survival, September 23, 2020, https://www.culturalsurvival.org/news/west-coast-fires-disproportionately-affectindigenous-communities, reported, "This year’s wildfire season, which started as early as mid-May in
California, has been disproportionately impacting Indigenous communities in two very different ways. The
first is the reality of fires burning through Tribal reservations as well as on sacred lands. The second is the
reality of Indigenous migrant farm workers, who are already a vulnerable population without much option
but to keep working despite the pandemic, and now, are exposed to the toxic air quality caused by wildfire
smoke. A high percentage of the farm workers working in Washington, Oregon, and California are
undocumented migrant workers, and many come from Indigenous communities.
In Washington, the five fires that started in early September heavily impacted the Colville
Reservation, resulting in the loss of over 80 homes, the destruction of over 200,000 acres of land, and one
death. In California, the Slater fire has burned down the homes of Karuk Tribal members and Tribal staff
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and the Red Salmon complex fire is burning an area that is sacred to the Karuk Peoples. Also in California,
farm workers haven't been guaranteed the most basic of protections against COVID-19 and the smoke from
wildfires. Even though state and agricultural groups have reportedly distributed millions of N-95 masks to
employers, farmworker rights protection groups have reported that hardly any workers have actually
received the masks. Because of the fact that many of the workers are undocumented, they are afraid to
report violations, and similarly, are unable to choose not to work despite the toxic air quality. According to
the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, an air quality index (AQI) that exceeds 150 is unhealthy for the
general population, and in California, the AQI has far exceeded this amount in many areas.
In Oregon, the organization Pineros y Campesinos Unidos del Noroeste (PCUN) reported that farm
workers were being asked to work despite Level 2 evacuation warnings and hazardous air quality.
According to PCUN, Oregon Occupational Safety and Health (Oregon OSHA) and the Oregon Health
Authority (OHA) recommended a halt to outdoor work activity when air quality exceeds 151 AQI, as well as
rearranging schedules so that workers could get relief from smoke exposure, and providing N-95 masks
where and when applicable. In mid-September, air quality has far exceeded this amount, though workers
were still being asked to report for work.
As of September 21, 2020, over 40,000 fires have burned close to 7 million acres of land. This exceeds
the 10-year average by one million acres. What we are seeing are the consequences of decades of fire
suppression, the federal government’s preferred tactic for dealing with wildfires, which ignores generations of
traditional Indigenous knowledge regarding fire management.
At one time, before the advent of colonization and the forced displacement of Indigenous Peoples, the risk
of fire was managed via what is now called cultural burning. Cultural burning practices encompass different
techniques of controlled burning that have been passed down by Indigenous Peoples living in areas with high risk
of wildfires. The key to cultural burning is that the practice reflects an intimate understanding of the landscape, as
opposed to federal and state tactics, which seek to suppress all fire without acknowledging its potential benefits.
In Californiaand Oregon, religious ceremonies related to cultural burning were banned by the mid-1800s, with
Tribal members being shot by law enforcement over fire disputes as recently as the 1930s.
In more recent times, Indigenous leaders in California and Oregon have begun to push for
government-sanctioned land management practices to include aspects of cultural burning. A similar
movement is happening in Australia, after the devastation of the wildfires that burned over 11 million acres
of land in Western Australia over the course of August 2019 through March 2020. In the Northwest
Territories, cultural burning practices have remained largely intact as part of Aboriginal fire and land management
practices, resulting in a 50 percent decrease in bushfire destruction. According to Oliver Costello (Bundjalung
Jagun), CEO of the Firesticks Alliance, 'Greater devastating fires are the future for Australia if we continue to
apply short term thinking to what is a long-term problem, [one] that has been 200 years in the making.' This
sentiment could apply to California, Oregon, and Washington as well, where the ban of cultural burning practices
over the last 200 years has resulted in the accumulation of small trees, grass, brush, leaves, and other forest debris
that provide the fuel needed for a wildfire to grow into a severe burn. Climate change and rising
temperatures make these landscapes every more fire-prone than they already were.
In Northern California, fire experts from the North Fork Mono, Karuk, and Yurok Peoples have
begun to partner with the Forest Service to integrate traditional practices, including cultural burning, into
governmental land management plans. The state of California has committed to reducing undergrowth
on half-a-million acres, and the federal government has a similar goal. Unfortunately, this is not an easy
problem to fix, as fire cannot be easily added back into an ecological system that has been impacted by
decades of fire suppression. Another problem is the general lack of governmental consensus. President
Trump blamed the severity of the wildfires solely on poor forest management and suggested that the solution be an
increase in logging, ignoring the impact of climate change, as well as the benefits of restoring traditional
Indigenous forest management practices. Within the state of California, changes in forest management policy
have also been made difficult due to regional air regulators who still require burn permits due to concerns
over smoke and air pollution. Only certain counties offer special burn permits for Tribes to engage in
cultural burning practices.
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The Karuk Tribe, whose lands span northwestern California and southern Oregon, put together
the Somes Bar Integrated Fire Management Project, which combines strategic forest thinning with
controlled burns in a groundbreaking piece of policy that incorporates the most Indigenous knowledge into
traditional policy in the United States to date. The project has stalled in the early stages due to continued
resistance from federal officials to allow Tribal members to engage in controlled burns, as well as the
recurrence of devastating fire seasons, which by necessity push officials back into using fire suppression
tactics to deal with the problem in the short-term.
The result is a job left dangerously half-done. Karuk fire management professionals completed the first
part of the project, which entailed strategic forest thinning. The resulting collection of slash piles, composed of
debris and branches, were never burned as was originally intended. Federal officials were too busy dealing with the
catastrophic wildfire season to arrange for their own people to do the controlled burns, and they did not want to
turn the responsibility over to the Karuk Tribe, citing liability issues, despite the fact that the Tribe has members
who are certified in controlled burn management. What is left is a collection of fuel piles that could make an
already catastrophic fire season worse. Bill Tripp (Karuk), the director of natural resources and environmental
policy for the Karuk Tribe Department of Natural Resources, wrote in an article for The Guardian that the federal
government keeps giving 'excuses, not solutions.' Excuses have ranged from lack of environmental clearance under
the National Environmental Policy Act, the previously mentioned liability concerns, lack of personnel to supervise
the burn, and the latest — COVID-19.
The problem is not simply one of crisis management, but also one of Indigenous rights, Tribal
sovereignty, and cultural preservation. According to Tripp, “Overcoming the structural racism at the root
of this problem has been a multi-generational task. It shouldn’t have to be.” The multi-generational task
doesn’t just involve the fight to be included in governmental land management policy, but also the need to
ensure that the traditional knowledge held by the elders of different Indigenous Peoples is being passed on
before it is lost."
Brad Plumer and John Schwartz, "These Changes Are Needed Amid Worsening Wildfires, Experts Say: The
blazes scorching the West highlight the urgency of rethinking fire management policies, as climate change threatens
to
make
things
worse,"
The
New
York
Times, September
11,
2020,
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/09/10/climate/wildfires-climate-policy.html, reported that much more needs to be
done as wildfires become worse every year in the western U.S., "Colorado is dealing with infernos like
the Cameron Peak Fire west of Fort Collins, with more than 100,000 acres burned. Washington State has
seen more than 300,000 acres burn, including 80 percent of the town of Malden. California, with a record 2.5
million acres burned so far, has 14,000 firefighters working to contain 25 major wildfires even though 'this
year’s fire season has another four months to go,' according to the state’s fire agency, Cal Fire.
The worsening wildfire disasters mean the United States needs to drastically rethink its approach to
managing fire in the decades ahead, experts warn. 'The first step is to acknowledge that fire is inevitable, and we
have to learn to live with it,' said David McWethy, a fire scientist at Montana State University."
The first problem is that large numbers of people continue to move into and develop wild areas in
fire zones. Too much of the wild is already invaded. This development needs to be limited. Too often states
and municipalities have not enacted, and when enacted, enforced fire safety measures that would greatly
reduce damage and loss when fires occur. There are numerous examples of properties in the midst of very
intense fires that have suffered little damage because their owners took necessary fire safety steps, while
neighbors who did not take preventive action lost everything. Federal, state and local authorities and
insurance companies need to take necessary action to minimize the losses. The losses to habitat and carbon
absorbing trees and plants will still be serious, making climate change worse. Major rapid steps to move to
green energy will begin to limit the fire and that set of problems.
And still more California serious fires: "90,000 Told to Flee as California Fires Nearly Double in Size: The
Silverado Fire and the Blue Ridge Fire grew rapidly overnight, forcing more evacuations in Irvine and other parts of
Orange County,: The New York Times, October 27, 2020, https://www.nytimes.com/2020/10/27/us/california-firesupdates.htmlm reported, "As two wildfires raged across Southern California on Tuesday, nearly doubling in size
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overnight and forcing thousands more people to flee their homes, the state’s utility companies are again coming
under scrutiny for their potential role in sparking new blazes.
"Fueled by strong Santa Ana winds, the fires in Orange County have put more than 90,000 people
under emergency evacuation orders, many of them in Irvine. Their homes are being threatened by both the
Silverado Fire [then at 13,000 Acres in Orange County] and the Blue Ridge Fire, which has a footprint of
about 15,000 acres."
Somini Sengupta, "Wildfire Smoke Is Poisoning California’s Kids. Some Pay a Higher Price," The New
York Times, November 26, 2020, https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2020/11/26/climate/california-smokechildren-health.html, "The fires sweeping across millions of acres in California aren’t just incinerating trees
and houses. They’re also filling the lungs of California’s children with smoke, with potentially grave effects
over the course of their lives.
The effects are not evenly felt. While California as a whole has seen a steady uptick in smoke days in
recent years, counties in the state’s Central Valley, which is already cursed with some of the most polluted
air, were particularly hard hit by wildfire smoke this year."
Jill Cowan, "Alarmed by Scope of Wildfires, Officials Turn to Native Americans for Help: Indigenous
groups have a long history of intentionally setting fires to keep ecosystems healthy. Policymakers are now more
interested in the practice," The New York Times, October 7, 2020, https://www.nytimes.com/2020/10/07/us/nativeamerican-burning-practices-california.html, reported, "Long before California was California, Native
Americans used fire to keep the lands where they lived healthy. That meant intentionally burning excess
vegetation at regular intervals, during times of the year when the weather would keep blazes smaller and cooler
than the destructive wildfires burning today.
The work requires a deep understanding of how winds would spread flames down a particular
hillside or when lighting a fire in a forest would foster the growth of certain plants, and that knowledge has
been passed down through ceremony and practice. But until recently, it has been mostly dismissed as
unscientific.
Now, as more Americans are being forced to confront the realities of climate change, firefighting
experts and policymakers are increasingly turning to fundamental ecological principles that have long
guided Indigenous communities."
"Indigenous Radio Stations Coordinate Relief Efforts in the Aftermath of Hurricanes Eta and Iota in
Central America," Cultural Survival, November 30, 2020, https://www.culturalsurvival.org/news/indigenousradio-stations-coordinate-relief-efforts-aftermath-hurricanes-eta-and-iota-central, reported, "In November 2020,
many Indigenous communities in Nicaragua, Honduras, Guatemala, Colombia, southern Mexico and other
territories of Abya Yala (America) were recently impacted by two category 4 and 5 hurricanes in less than
15 days, leaving dozens of deaths, countless material losses and much anguish about the future for
thousands of families who lost everything because of the cataclysms.
Hurricanes Eta and Iota were very intense, with winds greater than 250 km per hour on the SaffirSimpson scale. Since October, four storms named Delta, Epsilon, Eta and Iota (all names taken from the Greek
alphabet because the regular list of storm names have been exhausted) affected the region. The 2020 hurricane
season has been the most active in history. Scientists agree that climate change is impacting our planet, affecting
the nature of storms, causing higher-speed winds, heavier rains, and affecting larger geographic areas.
Nicaragua was the eye of Hurricane Eta. At 4:00am on November 3, 2020, the category 4 hurricane
made landfall south of Bilwi, Puerto Cabeza, Nicaragua's North Caribbean Autonomous Region and 13
days later, the strongest hurricane Lota finished devastating the north center and the north Caribbean of
Nicaragua, strongly affecting the Chorotega, Mayagna, and Miskito Peoples. Fortunately, the timely
evacuation of populations managed to prevent the death of hundreds of citizens.
In the Ixil region of Nebaj, El Quiché, Guatemala, 50 communities were affected by storms Eta and
Iota and the communication channels in the communities collapsed. 'There are families who were sheltered
due to the damage caused to their homes. Because of landslides, their houses were buried,' said Elena Brito,
98

director of Tijaxil Tenam Community Radio. 'This situation leaves great material and human losses, making
the situation we were experiencing with the pandemic even more complex. The general population is living in
extreme poverty. We believe that this is happening because of the violations that are committed against the planet,
the principles and values respecting Mother Nature are no longer practiced and we must hold extractivism and
pollution responsible. Currently, the Ixil people do not have the support of the municipal or state authorities
and we ask the international community to join in supporting us,' Brito mentions. The two storms caused
damage to crops of several Indigenous communities, increasing the prices of basic grains, among other
products, exacerbating the crisis of food sovereignty in the Ixil territory.
In Honduras, grassroots organizations organized to collect aid for affected families in response to the
hurricanes in the area. The Central American Bank for Economic Integration (CABEI) granted the governments
of Nicaragua and Honduras a donation of one million dollars to be shared equally. The governments of El
Salvador, Cuba, the United States and the European Union also donated to address the emergency. This aid is still
insufficient to meet the demand.
The Inter-American Development Bank (IDB) announced in a statement that it met with leaders and
ministers from Belize, Costa Rica, Honduras, El Salvador, Guatemala, and Nicaragua, along with the
presidents of the World Bank Group, David Malpass, and the Central American Bank for Economic
Integration (CABEI), Dante Mossi, to update the action plan to help impacted countries cope with the
damage caused by the hurricanes.
'We have barely counted the effects of Eta. Only in Puerto Cabeza, it is estimated that more than 800
houses were totally damaged, and many more with partial damage. The immediate needs presented by the
leaders are water, food, and clothing, and in the medium and long term, tools are needed to clean up their
communities and to rebuild homes. There are many needs that still need to be assessed, among them the
reactivation of productive plots so that there is not a problem with food security,' highlights José Colleman,
Miskito Indigenous leader and collaborator of Radio Yapti Tasba in Bilwi, Puerto Cabeza, Nicaragua.
The Role of Indigenous Community Radio in Natural Disasters
Community radio stations in Central America and Mexico have played an important role in
reporting on daily events. The stations expand their coverage when natural disasters such as earthquakes,
tsunamis, flooding, and landslides. In recent months they have been covering the COVID-19 pandemic and
most recently the hurricanes in the region.
Given the abandonment of national governments, the alternative for organizing Indigenous Peoples
in emergency contexts is Indigenous community radio, as it is the only source of truthful and contextualized
information. Hurricanes in southeastern Mexico have left many communities flooded. In the municipality of
Oxchuc, Chiapas, the water level continues to rise and the effects are beginning to affect the daily life of the
population. Community Radio Muk'ul Lum, "The Voice of Indigenous Peoples," has had to vacate their facilities,
as it was completely flooded, as was the home of the station coordinator.
In Guatemala, community radio station leaders and volunteers implemented prevention campaigns and
food collection days. 'Radio Jolom Konob of Santa Eulalia, Huehuetenango, was reporting in coordination with the
local municipality during hurricane Eta on the devastating effect of this natural phenomenon,' said María Pedro,
president of the station. The station also reported on the displacement of families, deaths caused by avalanches,
and on the rescue efforts of relief forces in the most vulnerable places.
In Santa Eulalia, the collection center was at Radio Jolom Konob’s booth. School teachers joined in the
organizing efforts and local residents contributed what little they had to distribute to affected families in San Juan
Ixcoy and Soloma. 'In this last municipality the death of seven residents is lamented,' said Lorenzo Mateo, director
of Radio Jolom Konob.
'The audience asked to start a food drive. Also, a man came to offer his vehicle to transport the products.
This motivated us to take up the call,' highlights Carlos Bal, director of the Radio San Juan de Comalapa,
Guatemala. “The local cable company also joined the call, 219 families came to contribute, we collected 27
quintals of food and clothing, which we went to distribute to the affected communities in Cobán, it was more than
nine hours of travel to reach the community of Queja in San Cristóbal Verapaz. Then, we moved to Santa Elena
and Chixoy. When making the deliveries, people showed their gratitude to the radio and the population of
Comalapa, indicating that there was little aid that arrived here. It is sad how the national government and the local
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mayor's office have forgotten these low-income communities, who were left with nothing, in the face of the
onslaught of hurricanes Eta and Iota,' says Bal.
In Xajaxac, Sololá, Community Radio Juventud, together with the ancestral authorities alerted its listeners
as well as the residents who were located in risk areas. "Fortunately there was no damage in the places,” says Olga
Ajcalón, director of the station.
Dixon Morales, Garífuna leader and ODECO community radio director in La Ceiba, Honduras, says: 'The
response of the State has been bad, they did not take climate projections seriously and there was no
preventive plan to avoid misfortunes in the face of hurricanes. In the midst of two major concerns, the
pandemic and the hurricanes, the government was more concerned with increasing tourism and the
economy, with the holiday of the Morazan week, instead of responding to the population. It almost caught
us off guard. Unfortunately, a large number of the negative impacts are on the Indigenous Peoples."
Morales also shared his concern about the alert they have received from the shelters, about the abuse
of girls due to overcrowding and the lack of adequate protection of children. Deputy and Indigenous leader
Olivia Zúñiga Cáceres openly expressed to the international community and to the people of Honduras in general,
'I invite you to show solidarity with the Lenca people of Opalaca, and to extend your support directly to the
communities through from their local leaders.'
In Nicaragua, Radio Yapti Tasba in Bilwi, Puerto Cabeza, suffered the loss of its transmission tower and
they are currently off air. The winds also caused significant damage to the roof of the station. Juan Herbacio,
director of the station, points out that the damages amount to over $3,200 and emphasizes the urgency of being
able to restore the community radio, since a large part of the population is informed in the Miskito language
'Cultural Survival stands in solidarity with the communities that have been affected by the recent
hurricanes. We regret the human and material losses that thousands of Indigenous and non-Indigenous families
have suffered in recent days. We call for unity in efforts to find economic resources and food to address this
climate emergency. We recognize once again the great importance of the work of community radio stations in
keeping the population informed and organized at times like these, especially in their own languages. We reiterate
our commitment to continue supporting Indigenous community radio stations in their work,'said Mark Camp,
deputy executive director of Cultural Survival."
Natalie Kitroeff, "2 Hurricanes Devastated Central America. Will the Ruin Spur a Migration Wave? The
storms displaced hundreds of thousands of people, creating a new class of refugees with more reason than ever to
migrate north and setting up an early test for the incoming Biden administration," The New York Times, December
4, 2020, https://www.nytimes.com/2020/12/04/world/americas/guatemala-hurricanes-mudslide-migration.html,
reported, "Already crippled by the coronavirus pandemic and the resulting economic crisis, Central America
is now confronting another catastrophe: The mass destruction caused by two ferocious hurricanes that hit in
quick succession last month, pummeling the same fragile countries, twice.
The storms, two of the most powerful in a record-breaking season, demolished tens of thousands of
homes, wiped out infrastructure and swallowed vast swaths of cropland." Vast areas remained flooded days
later, giant mud slides wiped out whole villages. The double disaster is likely to launch another wave of
climate refugees north to the United States. The storm was most destructive in Guatemala, and Honduras, but
also hit Nicaragua.
Maria Magdalena Arréllaga, Ernesto Londoño and Letícia Casado, "Brazil Fires Burn World’s Largest
Tropical Wetlands at ‘Unprecedented’ Scale: The blazes in Brazil, often intentionally set, have scorched a recordsetting 10 percent of the Pantanal, one of the most biologically diverse habitats on the planet," The New York
Times, September 4, 2020, https://www.nytimes.com/2020/09/04/world/americas/brazil-wetlands-firespantanal.html, reported, "A record amount of the world’s largest tropical wetland has been lost to the fires
sweeping Brazil this year, scientists said, devastating a delicate ecosystem that is one of the most biologically
diverse habitats on the planet.
The enormous fires — often set by ranchers and farmers to clear land, but exacerbated by unusually dry
conditions in recent weeks — have engulfed more than 10 percent of the Brazilian wetlands, known as the
Pantanal, exacting a toll scientists call 'unprecedented.'”
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But by mid-October, Catrin Einhorn, Maria Magdalena Arréllaga, Blacki Migliozzi and Scott Reinhard,
"The World’s Largest Tropical Wetland Has Become an Inferno," The New York Times, October 13, 2020,
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2020/10/13/climate/pantanal-brazil-fires.html, reported, "This year, roughly
a quarter of the vast Pantanal wetland in Brazil, one of the most biodiverse places on Earth, has burned in
wildfires worsened by climate change.
The unprecedented fires in the wetland have attracted less attention than blazes in Australia, the Western
United States and the Amazon, its celebrity sibling to the north. But while the Pantanal is not a global household
name, tourists in the know flock there because it is home to exceptionally high concentrations of breathtaking
wildlife: Jaguars, tapirs, endangered giant otters and bright blue hyacinth macaws. Like a vast tub, the wetland
swells with water during the rainy season and empties out during the dry months. Fittingly, this rhythm has a name
that evokes a beating heart: the flood pulse.
The wetland, which is larger than Greece and stretches over parts of Brazil, Paraguay and Bolivia,
also offers unseen gifts to a vast swath of South America by regulating the water cycle upon which life depends. Its
countless swamps, lagoons and tributaries purify water and help prevent floods and droughts. They also store
untold amounts of carbon, helping to stabilize the climate."
This year a quarter of the Pantanal was consumed by fires, many of which were started by ranchers.
Usually, even in the dry season there is enough water in the land to contain the fires. But climate change has
brought drought that has so dried the land that the fires now burn out of control.
"Revealed: Uncontacted tribes’ territories burning as Amazon fires spread," Survival International,
October 14, 2020,
https://www.survivalinternational.org/news/12481,
reported,
"The
survival
of
several uncontacted tribes is now at risk after fires were set inside their territories. Activists have described
this year’s Amazon fires, and President Bolsonaro’s war on indigenous peoples, as 'the gravest threat to the
survival of uncontacted tribes for a generation.'
Four tribal territories face an especially serious crisis:
- The famed Papaya Forest on Bananal Island, the world’s largest fluvial island. It’s inhabited
by uncontacted Ãwa people. Eighty per cent of the forest burned in fires last year – fires have been seen this year
in one of the last areas of intact forest. More than 100,000 head of cattle now graze on the island.
- The Ituna Itatá (“Smell of Fire”) indigenous territory in Pará state, inhabited exclusively by
uncontacted Indians. This reserve was the most heavily deforested indigenous territory in 2019, as land grabbers
and cattle ranchers invaded. In the first four months of 2020, another 1,319 hectares of forest were destroyed, an
increase of almost 60% compared to the same period last year.
- The Arariboia territory in the eastern Amazon state of Maranhão: uncontacted Awá inhabit this
territory, which has already been extensively invaded. Amazon Guardians of the neighboring Guajajara tribe are
warning daily that illegal loggers are destroying the forest at alarming rates. (The Ãwa people of Bananal Island
and the Awá tribe of Maranhão state are distinct peoples).
- The Uru Eu Wau Wau territory. Uncontacted Indians inside this territory shot and killed famed
Amazon expert Rieli Franciscato last month – campaigners fear the group is being forced out of the forest by the
invasions.
Many of the fires are being started to clear the rainforest for logging and ranching, and millions of tons of
soya, beef, timber and other products are imported into Europe and the US each year.
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Graph showing the rapid rise in deforestation in the Ituna Itatá Indigenous Territory, Brazil, inhabited exclusively
by uncontacted people.
© Prodes/ Inpe/ Survival
APIB (the Association of Indigenous Peoples of Brazil) has launched a campaign to highlight the
links between Bolsonaro, his agribusiness backers, and the genocidal violence being committed against
indigenous peoples across the country. They are asking people and companies around the world to stop buying
products that are fuelling the destruction of their territories.
Survival has launched a global action calling on supermarkets in Europe and the US to stop buying Brazilian
agribusiness products until indigenous rights are upheld.
Ângela Kaxuyana, spokesperson from COIAB, the Coordination of Indigenous Organizations of the
Brazilian Amazon, said: 'Land grabbing, deforestation and arson directly threaten the lives of our uncontacted
relatives. The destruction of the territories that are their only sources of life, from where they obtain their food
(fauna, flora and water), could end in their extermination.' 'A grilagem de terra, o desmatamento e os incêndios
criminosos ameaçam diretamente a vida dos nossos parentes em isolamento voluntário. A destruição dos territórios
que são suas únicas fontes de vida, de onde garantem sua alimentação (fauna, flora e água), podem levá-los ao
extermínio.'
Tainaky Tenetehar, one of the Guajajara Guardians who protect the Arariboia reserve for the Guajajara
people and their uncontacted neighbors, said today: 'We fight to protect this forest, and many of us have been
killed doing so, but the invaders keep coming. They have damaged the forest so much in recent years that their
fires are now much bigger, and more serious, than before, as the forest is so dry and vulnerable. The loggers must
be evicted – only then can the uncontacted Awá survive and thrive.'
Survival’s Senior Researcher Sarah Shenker said: 'In many parts of Brazil, uncontacted tribes’
territories are the last significant areas of rainforest left. Now they are being targeted by land grabbers,
loggers and ranchers emboldened by Bolsonaro’s open support for them. Consumers in the US and Europe
must understand that there’s a direct connection between the food on their supermarket shelves and this genocidal
destruction – and act accordingly. Uncontacted tribes are the most vulnerable peoples on the planet, and at the
same time nature’s best guardians, by far. We cannot let their land go up in flames'.”
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Megan Specia, "Cyclone Batters Greek Islands as It Makes Landfall: Ianos, a rare hurricane-strength
Mediterranean storm, slammed into Greece’s western islands, bringing lashing rain and gales," The New York
Times, September
18,
2020,
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/09/18/world/europe/greece-medicane-ianoscassilda.html, reported, "A rare, powerful cyclone slammed into the western Ionian Islands of Greece and
other parts of the country on Friday, bringing lashing rain, strong winds and flooding as it tore into the
coastline.
Such storms — which some meteorologists call Medicanes, or Mediterranean hurricanes — were
virtually unheard-of before the 1990s, but in recent years have become a more regular occurrence because
of rising sea temperatures."
Falih Hassan and Elian Peltier, "Scorching Temperatures Bake Middle East Amid Eid al-Adha
Celebrations: Record high temperatures were recorded in Baghdad and Damascus, and experts warned of the
effects
of
prolonged
heat
waves
as
the
planet
warms,"
August
1,
2020, https://www.nytimes.com/2020/07/31/world/middleeast/Middle-East-heat-wave.html,
reported,
"A
sweltering 125 degrees Fahrenheit in Baghdad on Tuesday; a record 115 degrees in Damascus on
Wednesday. And extreme levels of heat in Israel and Lebanon.
Several countries in the Middle East experienced record high temperatures this week as many marked
the Muslim celebration of Eid al-Adha amid the coronavirus pandemic. The heat wave left cities sweltering in
scorching temperatures of 120 degrees (48 degrees Celsius) or more for days, raising concerns it was a sign of
future misery under the warming effects of climate change.
Iraq has been hit especially hard, with Baghdad recording its all-time highest temperature on
Tuesday, followed by its second hottest day on record on Wednesday."
Falih Hassan and Elian Peltier, "Scorching Temperatures Bake Middle East Amid Eid al-Adha
Celebrations: Record high temperatures were recorded in Baghdad and Damascus, and experts warned of the
effects
of
prolonged
heat
waves
as
the
planet
warms,"
August
1,
2020, https://www.nytimes.com/2020/07/31/world/middleeast/Middle-East-heat-wave.html,
reported,
"A
sweltering 125 degrees Fahrenheit in Baghdad on Tuesday; a record 115 degrees in Damascus on
Wednesday. And extreme levels of heat in Israel and Lebanon.
Several countries in the Middle East experienced record high temperatures this week as many marked
the Muslim celebration of Eid al-Adha amid the coronavirus pandemic. The heat wave left cities sweltering in
scorching temperatures of 120 degrees (48 degrees Celsius) or more for days, raising concerns it was a sign of
future misery under the warming effects of climate change.
Iraq has been hit especially hard, with Baghdad recording its all-time highest temperature on
Tuesday, followed by its second hottest day on record on Wednesday."
Raymond Zhong, "Severe Floods in China Leave Over 106 Dead or Missing: Unusually intense rainfall has
swept away buildings and ruined homes in southern China, affecting about 15 million residents. More downpours are
forecast for Saturday," The New York Times, July 3, 2020, https://www.nytimes.com/2020/07/03/world/asia/chinafloods-rain.html, reported, "Weeks of abnormally intense rains have wrought destruction across southern China,
leaving at least 106 people dead or missing and affecting 15 million residents in the worst flooding that parts of
the region have seen in decades."
Steven Lee Myers, "After Covid, China’s Leaders Face New Challenges From Flooding: Unusually heavy
rains have wreaked havoc in central and southwestern China, leaving hundreds dead and disrupting the economy’s
post-pandemic
recovery,"
The
New
York
Times,
August
21,
2020,
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/08/21/world/asia/china-flooding-sichuan-chongqing.html, reported, "Flooding on
the Yangtze River peaked again this week, in Sichuan Province and the sprawling metropolis of Chongqing,
while the Three Gorges Dam, 280 miles downstream, reached its highest level since it began holding water in
2003.
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This year’s flooding has unfolded not as a single natural disaster, with an enormous loss of life and
property, but rather as a slow, merciless series of smaller ones, whose combined toll has steadily mounted
even as official reports have focused on the government’s relief efforts."
In a two week period in late August and early September the Korean Peninsula was hit by three
typhoons: Bavi, Maysak and Haishen ("Typhoon Haishen (2020)," Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia, September
17, 2020, https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Typhoon_Haishen_(2020).
Livia Albeck-Ripka, "Landslide in Vietnam Kills at Least 20 Military Personnel: Search-and-rescue efforts
were underway after a landslide in the central province of Quang Tri, resulting in what may be the country’s greatest
military loss in peacetime," The New York Times, reported, "A landslide in Vietnam on Sunday killed at least 20
military personnel and left two missing, the local news media reported, following weeks of torrential rains and
flooding that have devastated parts of the country and killed dozens of people."
And then, an even worse storm: Yan Zhuang, "Typhoon Molave Slams Into Vietnam, Bringing Death and
More Misery: Already battling devastating floods, the country was hit by one of its biggest storms in decades," The
New York Times, October 28, 2020, https://www.nytimes.com/2020/10/28/world/asia/vietnam-typhoon-molavelandslide.html, reported, "A typhoon that slammed into central Vietnam has set off a series of landslides that
buried villages and towns, left more than 60 people dead or missing and compounded the misery of a
country already struggling with catastrophic floods.
Typhoon Molave was one of the biggest storms to hit the country in two decades, bringing a second
round of deadly landslides there this month."
Emily Schmall and Hari Kumar, "Cyclone Nivar Reaches India, Battering Its Eastern Coast: The severe
storm weakened after making landfall near Puducherry. At least 3 people were killed," The New York Times,
November 26, 2020, https://www.nytimes.com/2020/11/25/world/asia/india-cyclone-nivar.html, reported," A
severe cyclone made landfall in eastern India early Thursday, killing at least three people and lashing coastal
areas off the Bay of Bengal with strong winds and heavy rain."
"Cyclones have grown more intense and more frequent across South Asia as climate change has
resulted in warmer sea temperatures."
Hannah Beech and Jason Gutierrez, "A Typhoon Spared the Philippine Capital. Will Manila Be So Lucky
Next Time? With climate change heightening the Philippines’ risk of natural disaster, the country is braced for the
next
catastrophe,"
The
New
York
Times,
November
2,
2020, https://www.nytimes.com/2020/11/01/world/asia/typhoon-goni-philippines-manila.html, reported that while
Typhoon Goni, the most powerful storm to hit the Philippines in many years, missed the capitol, it caused
severe flooding and wind damage south of Manila. Moreover, "The Philippines may have been lucky with Goni,
the 18th typhoon to strike the country this year. But it remains starkly exposed to a multitude of natural
disasters."
"As sea-surface temperatures rise, the Philippines’ positioning in warm ocean waters means the
country is being subjected to both bigger and more frequent tropical storms. Residents of densely populated
slums are particularly imperiled. So are miners and farmers who excavate and till mountainous earth,
creating slippery, muddy conditions in which torrents of soil can bury people alive.
Mass deforestation, including the destruction of mangroves along the coastlines, has torn away
natural barriers to wind and water."
Jason Gutierrez, "‘Within Seconds Everything Was Gone’: Devastating Floods Submerge the Philippines:
Torrential rains and back-to-back typhoons have ripped through the country in the past two weeks, turning a once
picturesque river into a sea of murky brown, killing dozens and setting off deadly landslides," The New York
Times, November 18, 2020, https://www.nytimes.com/2020/11/18/world/asia/philippines-floods-photos.html,
reported that in the northern Philippines, "The Cagayan River overflowed after two weeks of torrential rains,
burying entire villages under water and mud."
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Typhons are a regular occarrance in the Philippines. "But the storms are getting more ferocious and
more frequent, the tragic consequence of a changing climate that is making disasters more intense. Rapid
development and deforestation along flood-prone areas have exacerbated the devastation."
"Flooding in India Kills Scores of Animals, Including Endangered Rhinos: The flooding at the famous
Kaziranga game reserve has drawn the attention of the Duke and Duchess of Cambridge, who had visited the park
to
learn
about
its
conservation
efforts,"
The
New
York
Times,
July
25,
2020,
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/07/25/world/asia/india-floods-rhinos.html, reported, "The flooding is the result of
a monsoon that has dumped rain across parts of India, Bangladesh and Nepal, displacing 9.6 million people,
according to the International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies. More than 550 people
have been killed in the floods, the group said."
In Bangladesh almost one-third of the country has been flooded, with more flooding predicted in the
coming weeks. To date, 2.8 million people had been affected, and over 1 million isolated.
In India, flooding has impacted more than 6.8 million people have been affected by the flooding,
principally in the northern states of Assam, West Bengal, Bihar and Meghalaya. In Assam, 122 people have
been killed in floods and mudslides, with about 50,000 people having sought shelter in government-run relief
camps.
Bhadra Sharma, "Dozens Are Feared Dead in Nepal Landslide: Eleven bodies were recovered and 27 people
were still missing. Some of the homes lost had been rebuilt after Nepal’s devastating 2015 quake," The New York Times,
August 14, 2020, https://www.nytimes.com/2020/08/14/world/asia/nepal-landslides.html, reported, "A landslide
caused in part by unusually heavy rain in a district of Nepal bordering China buried dozens of homes early
Friday, killing at least 11 people and leaving 27 others missing, officials said."
Gerry Mullany, "Severe Flooding in Southern Japan Swamps Nursing Home: Officials said that at least 16
people had died as a result of the deluge and mudslides that struck the island of Kyushu overnight," The New York
Times, July 4, 2020, https://www.nytimes.com/2020/07/04/world/asia/japan-rains-flooding-landslides.html, reported,
"Torrential rains in southern Japan caused widespread flooding and m udslides on Saturday, with at least 16
people dead as officials warned 75,000 residents to evacuate."
"Pakistan’s Most Terrifying Adversary Is Climate Change: The country debates women’s honor inexhaustibly but pays
little attention to the ferocious and imminent dangers of climate disasters," The New York Times, September 27, 2020,
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/09/27/opinion/pakistan-climate-change.html, commented that Pakistan, and the City of
Karachi, has suffered adversity from many struggles, but none have been so destructive as worsening climate change.
"In August, Karachi’s stifling summer heat was heavy and pregnant. The sapodilla trees and frangipani leaves were lush and
green; the Arabian Sea, quiet and distant, had grown muddy. When the palm fronds started to sway, slowly, the city knew the
winds had picked up and rain would follow. Every year the monsoons come — angrier and wilder — lashing the
unprepared city. Studies show that climate change is causing monsoons to be more intense and less predictable, and
cover larger areas of land for longer periods of time.
On Aug. 27, Karachi received nearly nine inches of monsoon rain, the highest amount of rainfall ever in a
single day. Nineteen inches of rain fell in August, according to the meteorological officials. It is enough to drown a city
that has no functioning drainage, no emergency systems and no reliable health care (except for those who can pay).
Thousands of homes and settlements of the poor were subsumed and destroyed, and more than 100 people were
killed."

Somini Sengupta and Julfikar Ali Manik, "A Quarter of Bangladesh Is Flooded. Millions Have Lost
Everything: The country’s latest calamity illustrates a striking inequity of our time: The people least
responsible for climate change are among those most hurt by its consequences," The New York Times, July 30,
2020, https://www.nytimes.com/2020/07/30/climate/bangladesh-floods.html, reported, "Torrential rains have
submerged at least a quarter of Bangladesh, washing away the few things that count as assets for some of the
world’s poorest people — their goats and chickens, houses of mud and tin, sacks of rice stored for the lean
season."
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Thomas Gibbons-Neff and Fahim Abed, "Nearly 80 Killed as Flash Floods Ravage City in Afghanistan:
The toll in Charikar was expected to rise as rescue workers sift through the wreckage of dozens of destroyed
homes," The New York Times, August 27, 2020, https://www.nytimes.com/2020/08/26/world/asia/afghanistanfloods-charikar.html, reported, "When the heavy rains came overnight, setting off flash floods in
northern Afghanistan, the deluge quickly turned deadly and caught many residents off guard because they
were sleeping.
On Wednesday, a hospital official said the floods had killed nearly 80 people and injured scores of
others in Charikar, home to nearly 200,000 people and the capital of Parwan Province, just north of Kabul."
Climate change related drought is bringing is bringing serious wildfires to new areas of Africa. Abdi
Latif Dahir, "Fires on Slopes of Kilimanjaro Threaten a Diverse Ecosystem: Strong winds and dry weather have
hampered efforts to extinguish the spreading blaze on Africa’s highest peak," The New York Times, October15, 2020,
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/10/15/world/africa/mount-kilimanjaro-fire-tanzania.html, reported, "As fires swept
up the slopes of Mount Kilimanjaro, Africa’s tallest mountain, for the fifth day on Thursday, hundreds of
volunteers from local villages joined firefighters racing to stop a blaze threatening to ravage one of the world’s
richest and most diverse ecosystems."
Jessica Corbett, "As Covid-19 Crisis Continues, UNEP and Global Partners Release 10-Point Plan to
Prevent the Next Pandemic: 'The science is clear that if we keep exploiting wildlife and destroying our ecosystems,
then we can expect to see a steady stream of these diseases jumping from animals to humans in the years ahead.'"
Common Dreams, July 6, 2020, https://www.commondreams.org/news/2020/07/06/covid-19-crisis-continuesunep-and-global-partners-release-10-point-plan-prevent?cdorigin=rss&utm_term=AO&utm_campaign=Daily%20Newsletter&utm_content=email&utm_source=Daily%20Ne
wsletter&utm_medium=Email, reported, "As the number of confirmed coronavirus cases worldwide neared
11.5 million on Monday and the death toll topped 535,000, a new United Nations report detailed trends in
human activity that are driving the emergence of zoonotic diseases and offered steps countries can take to
prevent future pandemics.
The report, entitled Preventing the Next Pandemic: Zoonotic Diseases and How to Break the Chain
of
Transmission (pdf:
https://wedocs.unep.org/bitstream/handle/20.500.11822/32316/ZP.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y), was released
on World Zoonoses Day. Zoonotic diseases, or zoonoses, are infectious diseases that are passed from animals to
humans.
'The science is clear that if we keep exploiting wildlife and destroying our ecosystems, then we can
expect to see a steady stream of these diseases jumping from animals to humans in the years ahead,' U.N.
Environment Program (UNEP) executive director Inger Andersen said in a statement announcing the report.
'Pandemics are devastating to our lives and our economies, and as we have seen over the past months, it is
the poorest and the most vulnerable who suffer the most,' Andersen added. 'To prevent future outbreaks, we must
become much more deliberate about protecting our natural environment.'
Scientists of the UNEP, the International Livestock Research Institute (ILRI), and the South African
Medical Research Council produced the report in partnership with other multilateral agencies and research
institutions.
Researchers identified seven human-caused drivers of zoonotic disease emergence: increasing demand for
animal protein; unsustainable agricultural intensification; increased use and exploitation of wildlife; unsustainable
utilization of natural resources accelerated by urbanization, land use change, and extractive industries; travel and
transportation; changes in food supply chains; and climate change.
'This report makes many recommendations, all based on the One Health approach, which unites experts
from multiple disciplines—public health, animal health, plant health, and the environment—to deliver outcomes
that improve the health of people, wildlife, and the planet," Andersen explained in a foreword.
The UNEP summarized 10 key policy recommendations from the report:
Investing in interdisciplinary approaches, including One Health;
Expanding scientific enquiry into zoonotic diseases;
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Improving cost-benefit analyses of interventions to include full-cost accounting of societal impacts of
disease;
Raising awareness of zoonotic diseases;
Strengthening monitoring and regulation practices associated with zoonotic diseases,
including food systems;
Incentivizing sustainable land management practices and developing alternatives for food security
and livelihoods that do not rely on the destruction of habitats and biodiversity;
Improving biosecurity and control, identifying key drivers of emerging diseases in animal husbandry and
encouraging proven management and zoonotic disease control measures;
Supporting the sustainable management of landscapes and seascapes that enhance sustainable coexistence of agriculture and wildlife;
Strengthening capacities among health stakeholders in all countries; and
Operationalizing the One Health approach in land-use and sustainable development planning,
implementation and monitoring, among other fields.
In addition to acknowledging the devastation of Covid-19, the report highlights other recent
examples of "headline-hitting and dramatically destructive novel diseases," including zoonotic influenza
(Bird Flu), pandemic human influenza (H1N1), Middle East respiratory syndrome (MERS), and severe
acute respiratory syndrome (SARS).
The report also underscores the importance of addressing 'neglected zoonoses' that 'are continuously
present in affected (mainly impoverished) populations, yet receive much less international attention and
funding than emerging zoonotic diseases,' such as anthrax, bovine tuberculosis, brucellosis, rabies,
cysticercosis (pig tapeworm), echinococcosis (hydatid disease), Japanese encephalitis, leptospirosis, Q fever,
rabies, Lassa fever virus, and trypanosomiasis (sleeping sickness).
Jimmy Smith, director general of the Kenya-based ILRI, noted in a statement Monday both the elevated risks faced
by many African nations and the potential leadership opportunities in terms of future zoonotic pandemics, given
population growth and experiences combating diseases in countries across the continent.
'The situation on the continent today is ripe for intensifying existing zoonotic diseases and facilitating
the emergence and spread of new ones,' Smith said. 'But with their experiences with Ebola and other
emerging diseases, African countries are demonstrating proactive ways to manage disease outbreaks. They
are applying, for example, novel risk-based rather than rule-based approaches to disease control, which are best
suited to resource-poor settings, and they are joining up human, animal, and environment expertise in proactive
One Health initiatives.'
The report was welcomed by U.N. Secretary-General António Guterres, according to U.N. News.
Echoing both the report and previous remarks he has made during the Covid-19 pandemic, Guterres said
that 'to prevent future outbreaks, countries need to conserve wild habitats, promote sustainable agriculture,
strengthen food safety standards, monitor and regulate food markets, invest in technology to identify risks,
and curb the illegal trade in wildlife.'
Our work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-Share Alike 3.0 License."
The New York Times has undertaken modeling, presented with graphics, of various scenarios of how
climate change - already causing significant migration in central America, the Middle East and South East
Asia - might cause population movement, and some of the likely impacts of it - world-wide - over the next 70
years. The study points out that while currently only some 1% of the world's surface is a hot zone, at
current rates of warming by 2070 that figure is likely to rise to 19%. Billions of people live in this area
which will likely become too hot to live in. The study attempts to show various possibilities of where they
might move. (Abrahm Lustgarten "The Great Climate Migration," The New York Times Magazine, July 26, 2020,
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2020/07/23/magazine/climate-migration.html).
Jessica Corbett, "New Report Finds Economic Benefits of Protecting 30% of Planet's Land and Ocean
Outweigh the Costs 5-to-1: 'Protecting nature halts biodiversity loss, helps fight climate change, and lessens the
chance of future pandemics. This is sound public policy, economically, ecologically, and morally," Common
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Dreams, July 8, 2020, https://www.commondreams.org/news/2020/07/08/new-report-finds-economic-benefitsprotecting-30-planets-land-and-ocean-outweigh?cdorigin=rss&utm_term=AO&utm_campaign=Daily%20Newsletter&utm_content=email&utm_source=Daily%20Ne
wsletter&utm_medium=Email, reported, "'This report unequivocally tells us that the time to finance nature—
for people and for planet—is now.'
That's how Jamison Ervin, manager of the Global Program on Nature for Development at the United
Nations Development Program (UNDP), summed up a new study commissioned by Campaign for Nature
(CFN), a coalition of over 100 conservation groups and scientists who support protecting at least 30% of the
planet's land and ocean by 2030.
Protecting 30% of the Planet for Nature: Costs, Benefits, Economic Implications (pdf:
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5c77fa240b77bd5a7ff401e5/t/5f05d15ea8b84f56b02509b2/1594216800710/
Waldron_Report_FINAL_sml.pdf) was released Wednesday and 'is the first ever analysis of protected area impacts
across multiple economic sectors, including agriculture, fisheries, and forestry in addition to the nature
conservation sector,' according to CFN.
An online tracker managed by a U.N. Environment Program center with support from the International Union for
Conservation of Nature (IUCN) shows that about 15% of land and 7% of ocean worldwide currently have some
level of protection. The over 100 scientists and economists behind the CFN report found that the economic
benefits of protecting 30% of the world's land and ocean outweigh the costs at least 5-to-1.
The CFN report's authors conducted a financial analysis which found that expanding protected areas to
hit or surpass the 30% target could generate overall revenues of $64 billion–$454 billion per year by 2050,
depending on implementation. Considering multiplier effects, the report says, the final boost to global
economic output could be over $1 trillion annually.
They also conducted a partial economic analysis that focused on forests and mangroves, and found
that 'in those biomes alone, the 30% target had an avoided-loss value of $170–$534 billion per year by 2050,
largely reflecting the benefit of avoiding the flooding, climate change, soil loss, and coastal storm-surge damage
that occur when natural vegetation is removed.'
Currently, the international community invests about $24 billion per year in protected areas, according to
CFN. The 30% target requires an average annual investment of about $140 billion by 2030.
As Ervin, who is among the report's authors, explained in a statement Wednesday:
'The cost to protect 30% of our planet, ranging from about $103 to $178 billion, is not
inconsequential. However, nature provides more than $125 trillion in benefits to humanity, global GDP is
about $80 trillion, and the total global assets under management is about $125 trillion. In this context, the
cost of creating a resilient, planetary safety net for all life on Earth barely even registers as a statistical
rounding error. The benefits to humanity are incalculable, and the cost of inaction is unthinkable."
The new economic findings bolster ecological and moral arguments often at the heart of calls for increasing
conservation efforts. As report co-author Stephen Woodley, vice-chair for science and biodiversity at IUCN's
World Commission on Protected Areas, put it: 'Expanding the global protected area estate to at least 30% by 2030
is an essential policy requirement to halt the loss of fellow species on our planet.'
The Intergovernmental Science-Policy Platform on Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services
(IPBES) warned in May 2019 that destructive human activities have pushed a million plant and animal species to
the brink of extinction. More recently, the Covid-19 pandemic has directed more attention to the consequences of
humanity's destruction of nature by provoking concerns about future zoonotic diseases.
'We must give space for nature. The analysis led by Anthony Waldron shows we can gain financially and
economically by implementing this policy,' Woodley said, noting that some governments have already
committed to the 30% target. 'Protecting nature halts biodiversity loss, helps fight climate change, and lessens
the chance of future pandemics. This is sound public policy, economically, ecologically, and morally.'
Waldron, an ecologist at the University of Cambridge, delivered a similar message.
'Our report shows that protection in today's economy brings in more revenue than the alternatives and likely
adds revenue to agriculture and forestry, while helping prevent climate change, water crises, biodiversity loss, and
disease,' he said. 'Increasing nature protection is sound policy for governments juggling multiple interests. You
cannot put a price tag on nature—but the economic numbers point to its protection.'
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The report comes ahead of the next meeting of the Conference of the Parties (COP 15) to the U.N.
Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD), which was supposed to be held in Kunming, China this October
but has been delayed until next year due to the pandemic. As CFN noted Wednesday, the CBD included the 30%
protected area goal in its draft 10-year strategy that is expected to be finalized at next year's meeting.
Our work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-Share Alike 3.0 License."
Jessica Corbett, "Updated Species Extinction List Signals 'Urgent Action Needed to Save Life on Earth':
More than one in four of the 120,372 plant and animal species assessed by the International Union for
Conservation of Nature are at risk of extinction." Common Dreams, July 9, 2020,
https://www.commondreams.org/news/2020/07/09/updated-species-extinction-list-signals-urgent-action-neededsave-life-earth?cdorigin=rss&utm_term=AO&utm_campaign=Daily%20Newsletter&utm_content=email&utm_source=Daily%20Ne
wsletter&utm_medium=Email, reported, "The U.S.-based Center for Biological Diversity warned Thursday of
the 'urgent action needed to save life on Earth' in response to a new global assessment revealing that nearly
27% of over 120,000 analyzed plant and animal species are now threatened with extinction.
'This assessment shows that one in four mammals are facing extinction, and although we don't prefer to
think of ourselves as animals, we humans are mammals,' Tierra Curry, a senior scientist at CBD, said in a
statement. 'We have to take bold and rapid action to reduce the huge damage we're doing to the planet if
we're going to save whales, frogs, lemurs, and ultimately ourselves.'
'We know what we need to do to end extinction,' she added. 'At this point it's a matter of political will to
rapidly move away from fossil fuels, stamp out the wildlife trade, and overhaul the toxic ways we produce food.
We really can do all of these things, but we need world leaders to stand up and do them.'
Curry's comments came after the International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN) on
Thursday announced an update to its Red List of Threatened Species, revealing that 32,441 of 120,372 assessed
species are at risk.
Like Curry, IUCN experts demanded urgent global action in a statement announcing the update.
'This IUCN Red List update exposes the true scale of threats faced by primates across Africa,' said IUCN
acting director general Grethel Aguilar. 'It also shows that Homo sapiens needs to drastically change its
relationship to other primates, and to nature as a whole.'
'At the heart of this crisis is a dire need for alternative, sustainable livelihoods to replace the current
reliance on deforestation and unsustainable use of wildlife,' Aguilar continued. 'These findings really bring home
the urgent need for an ambitious post-2020 biodiversity framework that drives effective conservation action.'
Among other animals, the IUCN Red List now classifies 33 lemur species, the European Hamster (Cricetus
cricetus), and the North Atlantic Right Whale (Eubalaena glacialis) as critically endangered.
In a separate Center for Biological Diversity statement focusing on the whales found along the East Coast
of the United States and Canada, legal director Kristen Monsell declared that 'entanglements and ship strikes are
pushing these amazing animals to the brink of extinction.'
Jane Smart, global director of the IUCN Biodiversity Conservation Group, said that "the dramatic declines
of species such as the North Atlantic Right Whale included in today's IUCN Red List update highlight the gravity
of the extinction crisis.'
While the Red List focuses on species for which there is enough information to assess conservation status,
Thursday's update follows a May 2019 report from the Intergovernmental Science-Policy Platform on Biodiversity
and Ecosystem Services that warned human activities had pushed a million species to the brink of extinction.
'Saving the fast-growing number of threatened species from extinction requires transformational change,
supported by action to implement national and international agreements,' said Smart. 'The world needs to act fast to
halt species' population declines and prevent human-driven extinctions, with an ambitious post-2020 biodiversity
framework which the upcoming IUCN Congress will help define.'
The post-2020 global biodiversity framework is expected to be finalized at the next meeting of the
Conference of the Parties (COP 15) to the United Nations Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD), which will
likely be held in China sometime in 2021. The event was initially scheduled for October but has been
postponed because of the ongoing coronavirus pandemic.
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A draft 10-year strategy released earlier this year included a call to protect 30% of the planet's land and
ocean by 2030. A recent analysis commissioned by Campaign for Nature found that achieving that 30% goal
would not only help halt biodiversity loss, fight the climate crisis, and reduce the risk of future pandemics but also
produce billions of dollars in economic benefits.
In January, CBD published Saving Life on Earth (pdf), a plan detailing how the United States can help lead
the fight against the global extinction crisis by investing $100 billion to save at-risk species and help create 500
new national parks, wildlife refuges, and marine sanctuaries. The plan also calls for protecting 30% of U.S. lands
and water by 2030, and 50% by 2050.
'Humans have never witnessed the profound level of wildlife losses unfolding in front of us right now,'
Curry said when the center's plan was released. 'We are at a planetary turning point that calls for visionary
action to save life on Earth. The solutions are within reach. We only need the courage and political will to
make it happen.'
Our work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-Share Alike 3.0 License."
"New Data Shows an ‘Extraordinary’ Rise in U.S. Coastal Flooding: Rising seas are bringing water into
communities at record rates, the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration said Tuesday," The New York
Times,
July
14,
2020https://www.nytimes.com/2020/07/14/climate/coastal-floodingnoaa.html?campaign_id=54&emc=edit_clim_20200715&instance_id=20331&nl=climatefwd%3A&regi_id=52235981&segment_id=33470&te=1&user_id=2984790c14170290245238c0cd4fd927,
reported, "Parts of the United States saw record levels of high-tide flooding last year as rising seas brought
water further into coastal homes and infrastructure, government scientists reported Tuesday.
The increase in high-tide flooding along the Atlantic and Gulf Coasts since 2000 has been
“extraordinary,” the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration reported, with the frequency of flooding
in some cities growing fivefold during that time. That shift is damaging homes, imperiling the safety of
drinking water, inundating roads and otherwise hurting coastal communities, the agency said."
Andy Kroll, "The New Pandemic Relief Bill Is a Huge Win for the Plane: The $900-billion deal contains
$35 billion for renewable energies and calls for cutting greenhouse gases. It’s ;a light in the darkness,' says Sierra
Club director," RollingStone, December 22, 2020, https://www.rollingstone.com/politics/politics-news/covidrelief-congress-climate-hfc-trump-biden-1107117/, reported the late December 2020 "Covid relief bill includes
$35 billion in new funding for various renewable energy initiatives, including $4 billion for the research and
development of wind, solar, and geothermal; $1.7 billion to expand access to renewables to low-income
Americans; and $2.6 billion for the Energy Department’s sustainable transportation project. One
environmental advocate told the Post the relief bill was 'perhaps the most significant climate legislation Congress
has ever passed.'
The bill also 'includes key language on the ‘sense of Congress’ that the Energy Department must
prioritize funding for research to power the United States with 100 percent ‘clean, renewable, or zeroemission energy sources,’ ' the Post reported. That commitment aligns with Democratic proposals to get the U.S.
to a point of net-zero emissions, a goal shared by other nations in the fight against the climate crisis.
But perhaps the biggest provision in the bill is one that would allow the Environmental Protection
Agency to begin to phase out the use of hydrofluorocarbons, or HFCs, which are used in air conditioners found
in cars, homes, and other cooling systems."
Jessica Corbett, 'This Is a Really, Really Big Deal': Michigan Gov. Moves to Shut Down Line 5 Pipeline to
Protect Great Lakes: 'Enbridge has imposed on the people of Michigan an unacceptable risk of a catastrophic oil
spill in the Great Lakes that could devastate our economy and way of life,'" Common Dreams, November 13, 2020,
https://www.commondreams.org/news/2020/11/13/really-really-big-deal-michigan-gov-moves-shut-down-line-5pipeline-protect-great?cdorigin=rss&utm_term=AO&utm_campaign=Daily%20Newsletter&utm_content=email&utm_source=Daily%20Ne
wsletter&utm_medium=Email, reported, "Environmental and Indigenous activists celebrated Friday after
Democratic Michigan Gov. Gretchen Whitmer took action to shut down the decades-old Enbridge Line 5 oil
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and natural gas pipelines that run under the Straits of Mackinac, narrow waterways that connect Lake
Huron and Lake Michigan—two of the Great Lakes.
Citing the threat to the Great Lakes as well as 'persistent and incurable violations' by Enbridge,
Whitmer and Michigan Department of Natural Resources (DNR) Director Dan Eichinger informed the
Canadian fossil fuel giant that a 1953 easement allowing it to operate the pipelines is being revoked and
terminated.
The move, which Michigan Attorney General Dana Nessel asked the Ingham County Circuit Court to
validate, gives Enbridge until May 2021 to stop operating the twin pipelines, 'allowing for an orderly
transition that protects Michigan's energy needs over the coming months,' according to a statement from the
governor's office.
The Great Lakes collectively contain about a fifth of the world's surface fresh water. As Whitmer explained
Friday, 'Here in Michigan, the Great Lakes define our borders, but they also define who we are as people.'
'Enbridge has routinely refused to take action to protect our Great Lakes and the millions of Americans who
depend on them for clean drinking water and good jobs,' the governor said. 'They have repeatedly violated the
terms of the 1953 easement by ignoring structural problems that put our Great Lakes and our families at
risk.'
'Most importantly, Enbridge has imposed on the people of Michigan an unacceptable risk of a catastrophic
oil spill in the Great Lakes that could devastate our economy and way of life,' she added. 'That's why we're taking
action now, and why I will continue to hold accountable anyone who threatens our Great Lakes and fresh water.'
MLive noted that the state attorney general's new filing 'is in addition to Nessel's lawsuit filed in
2019 seeking the shutdown of Line 5, which remains pending in the same court.' Nessel said Friday that Whitmer
and Eichinger 'are making another clear statement that Line 5 poses a great risk to our state, and it must be
removed from our public waterways.'
The 'bombshell news,' as one Michigan reporter called it, elicited applause from environmentalists and
Indigenous leaders within and beyond the state.
'This is a brave and just decision for the Great Lakes,' Mike Shriberg, the National Wildlife Federation's
regional executive director for the Great Lakes, told MLive. 'It's going to benefit the Great Lakes by removing
what is probably the single biggest threat to water quality in the region.'
As the Detroit Free Press detailed Friday:
Enbridge was responsible for one of the largest inland oil spills in U.S. history—a major leak on one of its
large oil transmission lines near Marshall in July 2010. That spill fouled more than 38 miles of the Kalamazoo
River and took four years and more than $1 billion to clean up. Enbridge in 2016 agreed to a $177-million
settlement with the U.S. Justice Department and Environmental Protection Agency, including $62 million in
penalties, over the Marshall spill and a 2010 spill on another of its pipelines in Romeoville, Illinois.
A similar spill disaster on Line 5 in the Straits would devastate the Great Lakes shoreline
communities and the Michigan economy, critics of the pipeline have long contended. Enbridge officials have
countered that Line 5 is safe.
'Line 5 should have never been built in the first place,' Shriberg told the Free Press. 'Gov. Whitmer is now
bravely, and correctly, standing up for the Great Lakes.'
'This is a legacy-defining action by the governor,' he added. 'She is standing on the side not only of clean
water, but clean energy and the jobs that go along with the transition to a renewable energy economy.'
Dallas Goldtooth, Keep It In The Ground Campaign organizer for the Indigenous Environmental Network,
welcomed the 'huge news' in a series of tweets that acknowledged the years of campaigning by tribal nations
against the Line 5:
'We are thrilled and thankful for Gov. Whitmer's decision to revoke the easement for Enbridge's pipeline to
run beneath the Straits,' Bryan Newland, president of the Bay Mills Indian Community, said in a statement from
Earthjustice. 'Enbridge has consistently shown that it only cares about its profits and not about the communities of
the Great Lakes. This is a monumental first step in rectifying the harm that the company has already inflicted upon
Bay Mills and other tribal nations for decades.'
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The shutdown notice is 'an enormous victory for the climate, and for incredible organizers who have fought
for many years!' declared activist and author Bill McKibben, who co-founded 350.org. After thanking both
Whitmer and 'the indefatigable organizers,' he added that 'it's not often enough we Shut Stuff Down!'
Sen. Gary Peters (D-Mich.) also welcomed the development in a statement Friday. Peters, who secured a
narrow reelection victory last week, is a member of the Senate Commerce, Science, and Transportation
Committee, which oversees the federal agency responsible for pipeline safety.
'There's no question an oil spill in the Straits of Mackinac would have catastrophic and long-term
consequences to the economic and environmental health of Michigan and the Great Lakes,' Peters said.
'Unfortunately here in Michigan, we already know from the Enbridge pipeline leak in the Kalamazoo River just
how devastating and costly spills are to our state.'
'Given the structural integrity and age concerns around Line 5—particularly in recent years—and
Enbridge's failures and inability to be transparent with Michiganders, it's clear that Line 5 poses too serious of a
threat and must be removed in the coming months," the congressman continued, vowing to work with the Pipeline
and Hazardous Materials Safety Administration (PHMSA) and the State of Michigan "to swiftly evaluate
alternatives to Line 5 while continuing to hold Enbridge accountable.'
This post has been updated with comment from Bryan Newland, president of the Bay Mills Indian
Community.
Our work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-Share Alike 3.0 License."
"Minnesota gives final green light to disputed oil pipeline," Lakota Times, December 3, 2020,
https://www.lakotatimes.com/articles/minnesota-gives-final-green-light-to-disputed-oil-pipeline/,
reported,
"Minnesota regulators approved the final permit Monday for Enbridge Energy’s Line 3 crude oil pipeline
replacement across northern Minnesota, giving the company the green light to begin construction on the $2.6
billion project."
Alec Jacobson, "These Zombies Threaten the Whole Planet: Canada’s oil patch has nearly 100,000
suspended wells, neither active nor capped, and they’re a worrying source of planet-warming methane," The New
York Times, October 30, 2020, https://www.nytimes.com/2020/10/30/climate/oil-wells-leak-canada.html,
reported, on the huge number of inactive, but not yet capped, oil wells in Alberta, Canada, many of which are
leaking methane. This is a local air pollution issue and a major contributor to climate change. "After decades
of booms and busts, an enormous backlog of these inactive wells has built up, and it grows about 6 percent
each year. There are now 97,920 wells, like the one on Mr. Romaniuk’s land, that are licensed as temporarily
suspended, compared to the province’s 160,000 active wells. The inactive wells are unlikely to be switched on ever
again but have not yet been decommissioned. No one knows how many are leaking methane and other
pollutants."
Paul Tullis, "New Technology Claims to Pinpoint Even Small Methane Leaks From Space: Amid growing
alarm about methane’s role in driving global warming, a Canadian firm has begun selling a service to detect even
relatively small leaks. At least two rivals are on the way," The New York Times, November 11, 2020,
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/11/11/climate/methane-leaks-satellite-space.html, reported, "Methane, the
powerful, invisible greenhouse gas, has been leaking from oil facilities since the first wells were drilled more than
150 years ago. Most of that time, it was very difficult for operators to measure any emissions accurately — and
they had little motivation to, since regulations are typically weak.
Now, technology is catching up just as there is growing alarm about methane’s role driving global
warming. A Canadian company, GHGSat, last month used satellites to detect what it has called the smallest
methane leak seen from space and has begun selling data to emitters interested in pinpointing leaks that
previously were harder to spot."
Brad Plumer, "In a First, Renewable Energy Is Poised to Eclipse Coal in U.S." The coronavirus has pushed
the coal industry to once-unthinkable lows, and the consequences for climate change are big," The New York Times,
May 13, 2020, https://www.nytimes.com/2020/05/13/climate/coronavirus-coal-electricity-renewables.html, reported,
"The United States is on track to produce more electricity this year from renewable power than from coal for
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the first time on record, new government projections show, a transformation partly driven by the coronavirus
pandemic, with profound implications in the fight against climate change."
Damien Cave, "China Battles the World’s Biggest Coal Exporter, and Coal Is Losing: China has officially
blocked coal imports from Australia after months of vague restrictions. For Australia, the world’s largest coal
exporter, the decision is a gut punch," The New York Times, December 16, 2020,
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/12/16/world/australia/china-coal-climate-change.html, reported, " China is forcing
Australia[, the world's largest coal exporter,] to confront what many countries are concluding: The coal era is
coming to an end.
China has now officially blocked coal imports from Australia after months of vague restrictions that
dramatically slowed trade and stranded huge ships at sea."
Jessica Corbett, "Global Witness Reveals 2019 Was 'Deadliest Year on Record' for Eco-Defenders, With
212 Murdered Worldwide: 'Those that defend our land and environment are on the front lines of #ClimateAction.
But
we
are
failing
them
badly,'"
Common
Dreams,
July
29,
2020,
https://www.commondreams.org/news/2020/07/29/global-witness-reveals-2019-was-deadliest-year-record-ecodefenders-212-murdered?cdorigin=rss&utm_term=AO&utm_campaign=Daily%20Newsletter&utm_content=email&utm_source=Daily%20Ne
wsletter&utm_medium=Email, reported, "'In 2019, Global Witness recorded 212 murdered land and
environmental defenders—making it the deadliest year on record for people defending their homes, forests,
and rivers against climate-destructive industries.'
That's according to Defending Tomorrow: The climate crisis and threats against land and environmental
defenders (pdf), an annual report released Wednesday by the watchdog group, which has published data on the
topic since 2012. The 2019 figure shows a notable jump from the 167 people killed in 2018.
While the number of murders last year set a new record, Global Witness notes that its data 'will never
accurately capture the true scale of the problem' because of reporting challenges in some countries,
including 'restrictions on a free press and the absence of documented abuses by governments and NGOs.'
The two countries with the most known killings of eco-activists last year—Colombia with 64 and the
Philippines with 43—collectively accounted for over half of all murders documented by the group.
Honduras, which ranked fifth behind those two nations as well as Brazil and Mexico, had the most killings
per capita.
Following a trend that Global Witness has reported on since 2012, Latin America was the worst-affected
region, with over two-thirds of all the murders. More than half of all the activists killed were from miningaffected communities in the region—though the Philippines, in Asia, had the most mining-related deaths.
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'Agribusiness and oil, gas, and mining have been consistently the biggest drivers of attacks against
land and environmental defenders—and they are also the industries pushing us further into runaway
climate change through deforestation and increasing carbon emissions,' Global Witness campaigner Rachel
Cox said in a statement.
'Many of the world's worst environmental and human rights abuses are driven by the exploitation of
natural resources and corruption in the global political and economic system,' Cox continued. 'Land and
environmental defenders are the people who take a stand against this.'
In addition to the mining and extractives, agribusiness, and logging sectors, murders were linked to
illegal crop substitution, land reform, water and dams, poaching, and fishing. There were nine killings linked
to other sectors and 71 deaths with no clear link to a specific sector.
The report emphasizes a pattern of Indigenous people being attacked for defending their rights and
territories. At least 33 activists were killed in the Amazon region last year, and nearly 90% of murders in Brazil—
whose president, Jair Bolsonaro, has often clashed with Indigenous groups and environmentalists—were in the
Amazon. Although the rainforest spans nine nations, the majority of it is located within Brazil.
Across the globe last year, '40% of murdered defenders belonged to Indigenous communities,' the
report says. 'Between 2015 and 2019 over a third of all fatal attacks have targeted Indigenous people—even though
Indigenous communities make up only 5% of the world's population.'
Eco-defenders who aren't killed still face attacks that include criminalization and smear campaigns.
The report explains that both individuals and advocacy groups face 'stigmatization from government figures
and local media, using labels like 'anti-development,' 'criminals,' or 'terrorists.'
'If we want to end climate breakdown, then it is in the footsteps of land and environmental defenders we
must follow.'
—Global Witness
Global Witness found that over 1 in 10 defenders killed last year were women, and those who take action
or speak out can endure gender-specific threats, including sexual violence. The report notes that women and girls
are also often more vulnerable to the impacts of the human-caused climate crisis.
'The climate crisis is arguably the greatest existential threat we all face. And as it escalates, it serves to
exacerbate many of the other serious problems in our world today,' warns the report, specifically referencing
economic inequality and racial discrimination.
'If we want to end climate breakdown, then it is in the footsteps of land and environmental defenders we
must follow," the report adds. "We must listen to their demands and amplify them. Inspired by their bravery and
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leadership, we must push those in power—businesses, financiers, and governments—to tackle the root causes of
the problem, support and protect defenders, and create regulations that ensure projects and operations are carried
out with proper due diligence, transparency, and free prior and informed consent.'
The report details demands for various actors that have 'failed in their responsibilities.'
Governments need to urgently address insecure land rights, protect defenders' rights to safety, and investigate and
bring to justice those responsible for attacks against them.
Companies must respect defender rights, develop and implement zero-tolerance policies on threats against
defenders, and ensure full cooperation with any investigations into attacks.
Investors should screen portfolios for defender-related risks, establish early warning systems to detect and
prevent potential conflicts, and include contractual provisions in all project contracts requiring compliance with the
company's defender policy.
Putting the report in the context of the coronavirus pandemic and calls to #BuildBackBetter, Cox said that
'if we really want to make plans for a green recovery that puts the safety, health, and well-being of people at its
heart, we must tackle the root causes of attacks on defenders, and follow their lead in protecting the environment
and halting climate breakdown.'
The Global Witness report also elicited calls for action from those outside the organization.
'Those that defend our land and environment are on the front lines of #ClimateAction. But we are failing
them badly,' tweeted United Nations Environment Program executive director Inger Andersen with a link to the
report. 'We must stand by them and protect their vital work.'
Our work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-Share Alike 3.0 License."
Brett Wilkins, "Highlighting 'Extreme Carbon Inequality,' Oxfam Study Shows World's Richest 1% Emit
More Than Twice as Much CO2 as Poorest 50%: 'The over-consumption of a wealthy minority is fueling the
climate crisis, yet it is poor communities and young people who are paying the price,' said study author Tim Gore,"
Common Dreams, September 21, 2020, https://www.commondreams.org/news/2020/09/21/highlighting-extremecarbon-inequality-oxfam-study-shows-worlds-richest-1-emit-more?cdorigin=rss&utm_term=AO&utm_campaign=Daily%20Newsletter&utm_content=email&utm_source=Daily%20Ne
wsletter&utm_medium=Email, reported, "The wealthiest 1% of the world's population is responsible for
emitting more than twice as much carbon dioxide as the poorest 50% of humanity, according to new research
published Monday by Oxfam International.
The study (pdf at: https://oxfamilibrary.openrepository.com/bitstream/handle/10546/621052/mbconfronting-carbon-inequality-210920-en.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y), which was conducted in partnership
with the Stockholm Environmental Institute, analyzed data collected in the years 1990 to 2015, a period during
which emissions doubled worldwide. It found that the world's richest 63 million people were responsible for
15% of global CO2 emissions, while the poorest half of the world's people emitted just 7%.
The researchers reported that air and automobile travel were two of the main emission sources among the
world's wealthiest people. The study revealed that during the 15-year period, the richest 10% blew out onethird of the world's remaining "carbon budget"—the amount of carbon dioxide that can be added to the
atmosphere without causing global temperatures to rise above 1.5°C—as set under the Paris Agreement. It
also found that annual emissions grew by 60% between 1990 and 2015, with the richest 5% responsible for
37% of this growth.
ccording to the study, 'the per capita footprint of the richest 10% is more than 10 times the 1.5°C-consistent
target for 2030, and more than 30 times higher than the poorest 50%.'
The researchers noted a sharp drop in CO2 emissions during the coronavirus pandemic. However,
they said that 'emissions are likely to rapidly rebound as governments ease Covid-related lockdowns.'
In 2020, climate change has fueled deadly cyclones in India and Bangladesh, massive locust
swarms that have devastated crops throughout Africa, and intense heatwaves and wildfires
in Australia and western North America, among many other events.
Oxfam is calling for more taxes on high-carbon luxuries, including a frequent-flier tax, in order to
invest in lower-emission alternatives and improve the lives of the world's poorest people, who are the least
responsible for—but most affected by—the disasters and harm unleashed by global CO2 emissions.
115

'The over-consumption of a wealthy minority is fueling the climate crisis, yet it is poor communities
and young people who are paying the price,' wrote study author Tim Gore, Oxfam's head of climate policy.
'Such extreme carbon inequality is a direct consequence of our governments decades-long pursuit of grossly
unequal and carbon intensive economic growth.'"
Our work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-Share Alike 3.0 License."
Julia Conley, "'An Acknowledgment of the Next Generation': New Zealand Declares Climate Emergency:
'It is up to us to make sure we demonstrate a plan for action, and a reason for hope," said Prime Minister Jacinda
Ardern,'"
Common
Dreams,
December
2,
2020,
https://www.commondreams.org/news/2020/12/02/acknowledgment-next-generation-new-zealand-declaresclimate-emergency?cdorigin=rss&utm_term=AO&utm_campaign=Daily%20Newsletter&utm_content=email&utm_source=Daily%20Ne
wsletter&utm_medium=Email, reported, "Climate action campaigners on Wednesday acknowledged New
Zealand's declaration of a climate emergency as a positive step forward, while noting that the move must be
backed by decisive action.
The country's Labour Party, led by Prime Minister Jacinda Ardern, introduced the proposal in
Parliament Wednesday after pressure from Extinction Rebellion and other campaign groups to 'tell the
truth' about the climate crisis. The measure passed in a 76-43 vote along party lines.
Under the declaration, New Zealand's government will dedicate $141 million to transitioning to a
carbon neutral public sector by 2025. The fund will be used to replace the government's 200 coal-fired
boilers and to purchase only electric or hybrid vehicles for public use. Government agencies will
be required to measure and report their emissions and offset any they cannot reduce to zero by 2025.
'This declaration is an acknowledgement of the next generation. An acknowledgement of the burden that
they will carry if we do not get this right and do not take action now,' Ardern said. 'It is up to us to make sure we
demonstrate a plan for action, and a reason for hope.'
The proposal introduced by the Labour Party recognized 'the devastating impact that volatile and
extreme weather will have on New Zealand and the wellbeing of New Zealanders, on our primary
industries, water availability, and public health through flooding, sea level rise, and wildfire.'
The New Zealand Ministry for the Environment reported in 2018 that the country's 'indigenous
ecosystems and species [are] in a state of rapid decline,' with the climate crisis negatively affecting bird
migration and egg-laying in some species.
New Zealand's government is the 33rd in the world to declare a climate emergency, following
countries including the U.K., Japan, and France. In 2019 New Zealand passed the Zero Carbon Act, which
set up a Climate Change Commission to work towards achieving net zero fossil fuel emissions by 2050.
That legislation included an exemption for farmers, leading climate campaigners to accuse the
government of passing only a symbolic proposal that won't address the emissions of the agriculture sector,
which is responsible for most of the New Zealand's greenhouse gas pollution—particularly methane.
'When the house is on fire, there's no point hitting the alarm without fighting the fire as well,' Greenpeace
agriculture and climate campaigner Kate Simcock told Al Jazeeraon Wednesday after the climate emergency
legislation passed. 'Fighting the fire in New Zealand means tackling agricultural emissions.'
New Zealand is responsible for 0.17% of global fossil fuel emissions and is ranked 17th out of 32
OECD countries for emissions, with its pollution levels accelerating in the past two decades.
On social media, climate action advocates emphasized that Ardern's government must back up the
declaration with action that leads to measurable, positive results for the planet.
'We have not seen these declarations matched with ambitious enough targets or roadmaps to get there,'
tweeted Ali Sheridan, a sustainability advisor in Ireland. "Less of the declarations and pledges, more of the
measurable action please.'
Our work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-Share Alike 3.0 License."
"Japan’s New Leader Sets Ambitious Goal of Carbon Neutrality by 2050: The announcement, coming
weeks after a similar pledge by China, will require a major overhaul of the infrastructure in Japan," The New York
Times, October 26, 2020, https://www.nytimes.com/2020/10/26/business/japan-carbon-neutral.html, reported,
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"Japan will be carbon neutral by 2050, its prime minister said on Monday, making an ambitious pledge to
sharply accelerate the country’s global warming targets, even as it plans to build more than a dozen new
coal-burning power plants in the coming years."
"It is not clear whether Mr. Suga’s commitment is feasible, and he offered few specifics about how Japan
would reach its goal, saying only that he would harness the power of 'innovation' and 'regulatory reform' to
transform the country’s energy production and usage." This will require a major overhaul of Japan’s largely fossil
fuel dependent infrastructure, and raises the question of how much of a role nuclear power generation will play."
Jessica Corbett, "'Monumental Victory': Tribes and Climate Activists Celebrate Court-Ordered Shutdown
of Dakota Access Pipeline: 'If the events of 2020 have taught us anything, it's that health and justice must be
prioritized early on in any decision-making process if we want to avoid a crisis later on," Common Dreams, July 6,
2020,
https://www.commondreams.org/news/2020/07/06/monumental-victory-tribes-and-climate-activistscelebrate-court-ordered-shutdown?cdorigin=rss&utm_term=AO&utm_campaign=Daily%20Newsletter&utm_content=email&utm_source=Daily%20Ne
wsletter&utm_medium=Email, reported, "A U.S. district court on Monday delivered a major win to local
Indigenous organizers and climate activists—and a significant blow to the fossil fuel industry and the
Trump administration—by ordering the Dakota Access Pipeline to be shut down and emptied of oil by Aug.
5 while federal regulators conduct an environmental review of the project.
DAPL, as the Energy Transfer Partners (ETP) pipeline is widely known, transports crude oil from North
Dakota's Bakken shale basin to a terminal in Illinois. The pipeline has gained international notoriety in recent years
due to protests—particularly on and around the Standing Rock Indian Reservation—by environmentalists and
Native Americans who live along the route.
The Monday decision by D.C.-based District Judge James E. Boasberg comes after four years of
litigation brought by the Standing Rock Sioux, Cheyenne River Sioux, and others against the U.S. Army
Corps of Engineers for allowing ETP to construct and operate the pipeline beneath Lake Oahe, a dammed
portion of the Missouri River near the reservation.
The Obama administration denied permits for DAPL to cross the river in December 2016, but President
Donald Trump signed an executive order advancing the project shortly after taking office in January 2017. The
pipeline was completed and operating within months.
Boasberg's move to shut down DAPL was welcomed by critics of the pipeline.
'Today is a historic day for the Standing Rock Sioux Tribe and the many people who have supported us in
the fight against the pipeline," chairman Mike Faith of the Standing Rock Sioux Tribe said in a statement. "This
pipeline should have never been built here. We told them that from the beginning.'
'It took four long years, but today justice has been served at Standing Rock," added Earthjustice attorney
Jan Hasselman, who represents the tribe. "If the events of 2020 have taught us anything, it's that health and justice
must be prioritized early on in any decision-making process if we want to avoid a crisis later on.'
In a separate statement, the Indigenous Environmental Network (IEN) delcared, 'We are celebrating this
order as it vindicates the many prayers, actions, and legal arguments of Oceti Sakowin tribal nations and
communities!'
'The Standing Rock and Cheyenne River Sioux Tribes have shown the world that treaty rights and
environmental justice are not token concepts without merit, but rather tangible arguments that inherently protect
the sacredness of mother earth,' IEN said. 'We will continue to fight until DAPL is stopped completely '
Boasberg's order Monday followed his finding in March that the Corps had violated the National
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) when approving federal permits for DAPL. The Corps is expected to
finish it full court-ordered Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) for the pipeline by mid-2021.
The decision to temporarily shut down DAPL came just a day after two energy companies cancelled
the Atlantic Coast Pipeline (ACP) that would have transported fracked gas through West Virginia, Virginia,
and North Carolina—a move that activists called a 'historic victory for clean water, the climate, public
health, and our communities.'
'These monumental defeats for the fossil fuel industry are a clear sign that bold community opposition,
strategic legal challenges and state-level clean energy legislation are all working together to thwart the Trump
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administration's pro-polluter agenda,' Food & Water Action policy director Mitch Jones said in a statement
Monday, referencing both the DAPL decision and the ACP cancellation.
'The campaign to stop the Dakota Access pipeline, led by Indigenous groups whose water would have been
directly impacted by that filthy project, inspired and emboldened climate activists across the country,' Jones
continued. 'The Trump White House can boast and bluster all it wants, and corporate behemoths can scheme to
take advantage of the administration's fondness for fossil fuels, but they are no match for determined grassroots
opposition movements fighting for environmental justice and an end to the degradation of our air, water and
climate.'
'Fossil fuels are dying,' he added, 'and there is little that Donald Trump can do to save them.'
Greenpeace USA climate director Janet Redman called the DAPL shutdown a 'huge victory for the
courageous members' of the Standing Rock Sioux Tribe and allied activists 'who fought to protect their land, their
water, and their right to a healthy and safe future.'
'This is as much a victory for human rights and Indigenous sovereignty as it is for the climate,'
Redman said in a statement Monday before also connecting the two wins.
'Energy Transfer's Dakota Access Pipeline and other environmentally reckless fossil fuel infrastructure
projects will only make billionaires richer while the rest of us suffer,' Redman said. 'Today's ruling—arriving on
the heels of the Atlantic Coast Pipeline victory—may be a calamity for oil and gas executives looking to
profit from the disastrous climate crisis, but it's a huge win for those of us committed to a liveable world. A
just transition to renewable energy is not only the future, it is the only responsible choice for today.'
'The past 24 hours," she added, "have sent a loud and clear message to fossil fuel corporations still
committed to constructing dangerous pipelines—the future does not belong to you."
This post has been updated with comment from Indigenous Environmental Network and Greenpeace USA.
Our work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-Share Alike 3.0 License."
Lakota People's Law Project reported in an E-mail. June 7. 2020, "It’s time to celebrate for a second day in
a row, because we have amazing news from the U.S. Supreme Court. Yesterday late in the day, SCOTUS
announced its ruling effectively halting construction of the Keystone XL pipeline (KXL)! Based on the
Endangered Species Act, the Supremes upheld a lower court ruling preventing the pipeline from crossing
domestic waterways. This is on top of Monday’s court decision to shut down oil flow through DAPL, making
yesterday a truly good day for the environment and Indigenous sovereignty."
James Macpherson, "Court Reverses Order to Shut Down Dakota Access Pipeline: A federal appeals court
panel has reversed an order to shut down the Dakota Access pipeline pending a full environmental review," U.S.
News and World Report, August 5, 2020, https://www.usnews.com/news/us/articles/2020-08-05/court-reversesorder-to-shut-down-dakota-access-pipeline, reported, "A federal appeals court on Wednesday reversed a
judge’s order that shut down the Dakota Access pipeline pending a full environmental review.
But the appellate court declined to grant Energy Transfer's motion to block the review, saying the
company had 'failed to make a strong showing of likely success.'
The appeals court said it expects the parties to 'clarify their positions' in the lower court."
Ivan Penn, "Atlantic Coast Pipeline Canceled as Delays and Costs Mount: The natural gas project would
have crossed the Appalachian Trail. Dominion Energy, one of the pipeline’s two partners, also announced the sale
of its gas transmission and storage assets." The New York Times, July 5, 2020,
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/07/05/business/atlantic-coast-pipeline-cancel-dominion-energy-berkshirehathaway.html, reported, "Two of the nation’s largest utility companies announced on Sunday that they
had canceled the Atlantic Coast Pipeline, which would have carried natural gas across the Appalachian
Trail, as delays and rising costs threatened the viability of the project.
Duke Energy and Dominion Energy said that lawsuits, mainly from environmentalists aimed at blocking
the project, had increased costs to as much as $8 billion from about $4.5 billion to $5 billion when it was first
announced in 2014."
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Krissy Waite, "Pressured by Climate Activist Groups, Deutsche Bank Ditches Drilling in the Arctic: The
bank joins a list of two dozen others that will not back Arctic drilling projects," Common Dreams, July 27, 2020,
https://www.commondreams.org/news/2020/07/27/pressured-climate-activist-groups-deutsche-bank-ditchesdrilling-arctic?cdorigin=rss&utm_term=AO&utm_campaign=Daily%20Newsletter&utm_content=email&utm_source=Daily%20Ne
wsletter&utm_medium=Email, reported, "Climate activists are celebrating Deutsche Bank's new energy policy
banning financial support of drilling in the Arctic, a move which comes after years of pressure from
advocacy groups.
The bank, a multinational investment company headquartered in Germany, announced Monday that it will
no longer offer financial services to new projects that involve drilling for oil or gas in the Arctic. The policy
also states it will not fund any tar sand projects or fracking in areas that have low water supply."
Julia Conley, "Proving 'A Different World Is Possible,' Exxon Dropped From Dow Jones After 92-Year
Run: 'Big Oil has fallen. Our job is to make sure they don't take us down with them,'" Common Dreams, August
25, 2020, https://www.commondreams.org/news/2020/08/25/proving-different-world-possible-exxon-droppeddow-jones-after-92-year-run?cdorigin=rss&utm_term=AO&utm_campaign=Daily%20Newsletter&utm_content=email&utm_source=Daily%20Ne
wsletter&utm_medium=email, reported, "Climate campaigners on Tuesday marked a major milestone in the
fight to eliminate the use of fossil fuels and transition to a green energy economy as ExxonMobil was
dropped from the S&P Dow Jones Industrial Average after nearly a century.
The oil giant, the oldest member of the Dow, was replaced on the index by software company
Salesforce as more than 100,000 people were displaced by wildfires raging across California, a third year of global
Fridays for Future climate action protests kicked off, and the Republican Party was rebuked for failing to even
mention the planetary emergency on the first night of its national convention.
The finance world, 350.org executive director May Boeve said, has been forced to "[wake] up and
[cut] ties with these climate criminals."
"Big Oil has fallen," Boeve said. "Our job is to make sure they don't take us down with them. Fossil fuel
companies like Exxon knew and lied for decades about the main cause of the devastating impacts we're now
experiencing across the globe: from fires, storms, and floods to droughts and rising seas... We are rising up
to make polluters pay for their destruction."
Bill McKibben, co-founder of 350.org, credited climate campaigners who have spent decades educating the
public about the climate crisis and the dangerous effects of extracting fossil fuels from the Earth, and demanding a
transition to renewable sources of energy like solar and wind power.
In April, oil prices fell below $0 per barrel for the first time on record, prompting calls by climate
action advocates to nationalize the oil industry rather than continuing to prop it up.
Meanwhile, the solar and wind sectors have grown at a rapid rate in recent decades, with job growth
in the renewable field outpacing oil.
'Exxon's deep fall today is another powerful reminder of how fossil fuels are too volatile to be the
basis of a resilient economy,' said Boeve. 'It is past time for Exxon to recognize that it is not only one of the
most responsible for the climate crisis, but also that its assets are quickly becoming stranded as we move
towards more sustainable, resilient, and regenerative economic systems, based on renewable, accessible, and
just energy sources.'
A poll taken last year by Business Insider found that a majority of Americans favored transitioning
away from fossil fuels and toward renewable energy sources, and aligned with other recent findings by
Gallup.
Seven oil companies have downgraded their assets by at least $87 billion in the last nine months,
while more than 1,200 institutions representing more than $14 trillion in assets have committed to fossil fuel
divestment.
'None of this is to say Exxon is officially done for or that it doesn't still hold massive power," wrote Brian
Kahn at Earther. 'A company worth $175 billion with its tentacles latched onto the Republican Party is still a
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formidable foe. But it does show a different world is possible. Fingers crossed the Dow Jones can get Chevron out
of there next."
Our work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-Share Alike 3.0 License."
Jessica Corbett, "'Is There No End to Big Oil's Evil?' Campaigners Condemn Industry Plan to Pour US
Plastics Into Africa: Anti-pollution advocates responded with alarm to the American Chemistry Council's reported
efforts to influence a pending U.S.-Kenya trade deal," Common Dreams, August 31, 2020,
https://www.commondreams.org/news/2020/08/31/there-no-end-big-oils-evil-campaigners-condemn-industryplan-pour-us-plastics-africa?cdorigin=rss&utm_term=AO&utm_campaign=Daily%20Newsletter&utm_content=email&utm_source=Daily%20Ne
wsletter&utm_medium=email, reported, "Green groups responded with alarm to Sunday reporting by the New
York Times and Unearthed that a U.S.-based trade group for major chemical and fossil fuel companies has
lobbied the Trump administration during the Covid-19 pandemic to use a forthcoming trade agreement to
flood the African continent with plastics.
U.S. Trade Representative Robert Lighthizer and Kenya Cabinet Secretary for Industrialization, Trade, and
Enterprise Development Betty Maina launched trade negotiations in July. The new reports shed light on the
lobbying efforts of the American Chemistry Council (ACC), whose members include the petrochemical operations
of the oil giants Chevron, ExxonMobil, and Shell as well as chemical companies such as Dow and DuPont.
The ACC 's lobbying to influence United States trade negotiations with Kenya, one of Africa's biggest
economies, to reverse its strict limits on plastics—including a tough plastic-bag ban. It is also pressing for
Kenya to continue importing foreign plastic garbage, a practice it has pledged to limit,' the Times reported,
citing documents obtained via public records request by Unearthed, Greenpeace U.K.'s investigative journalism
platform.
Radio presenter Mike Finnerty called the Times report 'a sobering read' while WLRNreporter Danny
Rivero said that 'this reads like a diabolical nightmare, which I guess it actually is.' Climate advocates and political
candidates also weighed in.
The U.S.-based, youth-led Sunrise Movement said in response to the reporting that 'apparently Big Oil can't
let their industry die without trying to drag down African countries with it.'
'Is there no end to Big Oil's evil?' tweeted 350.org.
Author and activist Bill McKibben, who co-founded the environmental advocacy group, declared: 'This is
evil on so many levels it's hard to know where to start.'
Even before negotiations between the Trump administration and Kenya's government officially kicked off,
Ed Brzytwa, director of international trade for the ACC, wrote in an April 28 letter to the Office of the U.S.
Trade Representative, 'We anticipate that Kenya could serve in the future as a hub for supplying U.S.-made
chemicals and plastics to other markets in Africa through this trade agreement.'
That message—along with opposition to waste trade rules under an international treaty called the
Basel Convention—was echoed in an ACC letter to the U.S. International Trade Commission, according
to Unearthed. An ACC spokesperson told the Greenpeace affiliate the trade group is concerned the Basel
restrictions 'could very well limit the ability of African and other developing countries to properly manage plastic
waste' by restricting their capacity to export materials abroad.
Some ACC members joined with consumer goods, recycling, and waste management firms in early 2019 to
launch the Alliance to End Plastic Waste. The companies involved have collectively committed $1.5 billion to
reduce plastic waste and improve recycling, especially in developing countries. Greenpeace has called the effort 'a
desperate attempt from corporate polluters to maintain the status quo on plastics.'
Noting the alliance, Unearthed revealed that the ACC wrote in its letters to U.S. trade entities that 'there is a
global need to support infrastructure development to collect, sort, recycle, and process used plastics, particularly in
developing countries such as Kenya." The group claimed "such infrastructure will create opportunities for trade
and investment and help keep used plastics out of the environment.'
Environmentalists in Kenya and across the globe are worried about the long-term consequences if the trade
agreement results in more plastic entering their country.
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'As a country we have made strides to reduce the plastics that are used here, and which end up as waste—
there is a ban on use and manufacture of carrier bags and recently a ban on plastic in protected areas—so this trade
deal would diminish what we have achieved as a country," Dorothy Otieno of the Centre for Environment, Justice,
and Development (CEJAD) in Kenya told Unearthed.
Otieno, CEJAD's plastics program coordinator, raised concern about the impact of more plastic waste,
explaining that "some will be reused and recycled but the majority will end up in dump sites. We will end up in a
situation where Kenya will become a dump site for plastic waste."
'It clogs our waterways and our drainage systems and leads to flooding. We also see the effect of
pollution from the burning of plastics—it produces dioxins and furans that lead to respiratory diseases,' she
said. 'Somebody can burn these wastes right next to your house and suffer the impacts. We also see the
aesthetic value of our towns being reduced because of plastics.
The Kenyan environmentalist's concerns were shared by Greenpeace USA senior plastics campaigner Kate
Melges and Greenpeace Africa senior political adviser Fredrick Njehu, who responded to the reports in a statement
Monday.
'Africa is at the forefront of the war on plastics, with 34 out of 54 countries having adopted some
regulation to phase out single-use plastic,' said Njehu. 'The Kenyan government should not backslide on the
progress made in its plastic-free ambitions by folding to pressure from fossil fuel giants, because it stands to
derail the progress made across the entire continent.'
Melges said that 't is shameful but not surprising that struggling fossil fuel giants are lobbying for an
expansion of their polluting plastic footprint into the African continent to keep their profits flowing.'
'These companies hope to continue dumping single-use plastics on communities around the globe, despite
their known impacts to the environment and public health,' she added. 'Making public statements about ending
plastic pollution while quietly lobbying to allow Africa to be used as a plastic dumping ground is next level
hypocrisy and greenwashing.'
Our work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-Share Alike 3.0 License."
Andrea Germanos, "New Investigation Reveals How Fossil Fuel Giants Are Amplifying Militarized Police
Forces: 'This report sheds a harsh and needed light on the ways police violence and systemic racism intersect with
the climate crisi,'" Common Dreams, July 27, 2020, https://www.commondreams.org/news/2020/07/27/newinvestigation-reveals-how-fossil-fuel-giants-are-amplifying-militarized-police?cdorigin=rss&utm_term=AO&utm_campaign=Daily%20Newsletter&utm_content=email&utm_source=Daily%20Ne
wsletter&utm_medium=Email, reported, "The same industries fueling the climate crisis and disproportionately
polluting Black and brown communities across the U.S are bankrolling police foundations, groups which
can help militarize local police departments.
That's according to a new investigation from transparency group Public Accountability Initiative
and its LittleSis project.
Authored by Gin Armstrong and Derek Seidman and published Monday, the report singles out actions from
fossil fuel giants like Shell and Chevron as well as major utility companies and leading financial institutions.
'This report sheds a harsh and needed light on the ways police violence and systemic racism intersect
with the climate crisis,' Carroll Muffett, president of the Center for International Environmental Law, said in
a statement.
'Rather than address growing public concerns with the dangers of pipelines and petrochemical
plants, the fossil fuel industry has responded instead by seeking to criminalize protest, suppress dissent, and
mislabel acts of free speech as acts of terrorism. The result is a rising tide of human rights abuses by
militarized police forces against environmental and rights defenders,' she said.
'That oil and gas companies are actually funding the forces inflicting those harms,' added Muffett, 'is sadly
unsurprising and absolutely unacceptable.'
As Little Sis noted last month, police foundations further fatten already bloated police department
budgets—doing so 'with little public input or oversight'—and have enabled some departments to acquire
controversial surveillance equipment and outfit forces with weaponry including drones and LRAD equipment.
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Recent crackdowns by police on Black Lives Matter protests have shown just how willing departments are to
deploy such equipment against demonstrators.
Corporations are also accused of 'propping up racist policing' because 'these companies sponsor events and
galas that celebrate the police and remind the public that police power is backed up by corporate power,'
Armstrong and Seidman wrote.
The authors single out Chevron, a company that has been targeted by environmental justice
advocates for years for, among other things, pollution related to its refinery in Richmond, California. From
the reporting:
'Chevron is a 'Corporate Partner of the Police' sponsor of the New Orleans Police & Justice Foundation, as
well as a board member of the Houston Police Foundation and sponsor of the Houston Police Department's
mounted patrol. It is also donor to and, as of the end of 2018, a board member of the Salt Lake City Police
Foundation.'
The largest oil refining company in the U.S. and frequent emissions level violator Marathon
Petroleum is also named in report.
'Marathon's Security Coordinator sits on the board of the Detroit Public Safety Foundation, the
city's police foundation. Marathon is also listed as a "Commanding Sponsor' of the foundation's fundraising
event 'Above & Beyond' and a 'Bronze Sponsor' of their 'Women in Blue' event.
Exelon, the country's largest utility, is described in the reporting as 'a major political player and a
prolific donor to police foundations where it and its subsidiaries operate, giving to foundations in Baltimore,
Philadelphia, Chicago, and Washington D.C.'
BGE, one of Exelon's subsidiaries, has a seat on the police foundation board and is a 'gold level'
sponsor.
Among financial institutions named—which also bankroll climate-wrecking projects—is JPMorgan
Chase. That bank is a sponsor of the New Orleans Police & Justice Foundation, which has used some of its
funding to acquire surveillance equipment and. A JPMorgan Chase executive also holds the
Secretary/Treasurer position on the police foundation's board, the reporting notes.
Paddy McCully, Energy and Climate Program director at Rainforest Action Network, said the findings
were not surprising given that banks and fossil fuel companies are merely acting in their own interests.
'They need to ensure that when they want to impose dangerous and polluting projects on Black,
Indigenous, and brown communities that the police will be there for them and willing and ready to repress
community members who seek to protect their families, and their air, land, and water,'
said McCully,
As Zorka Milin, senior advisor, Global Witness, sees it, 'The fossil fuel industry's ties to police foundations
show a willingness to ignore the calls of racial justice advocates to dismantle the systemic racism of policing—
despite some oil and gas companies' hypocritical claims otherwise.'
'In reality,' said Milin, 'they are part of the system that upholds structural racism in the U.S.'"
Our work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-Share Alike 3.0 License."
Adrian Cho, "Several U.S. utilities back out of deal to build novel nuclear power plant," Science, November 4,
2020, https://www.sciencemag.org/news/2020/11/several-us-utilities-back-out-deal-build-novel-nuclear-power-plant,
reported, "Plans to build an innovative new nuclear power plant—and thus revitalize the struggling U.S.
nuclear industry—have taken a hit as in recent weeks: Eight of the 36 public utilities that had signed on to
help build the plant have backed out of the deal. The withdrawals come just months after the Utah Associated
Municipal Power Systems (UAMPS), which intends to buy the plant containing 12 small modular reactors
from NuScale Power, announced that completion of the project would be delayed by 3 years to 2030. It also
estimates the cost would climb from $4.2 billion to $6.1 billion."
Hitachi announced, September 16, 2020, that it was giving up an 18-year quest to build a nuclear
power plant in Wales ("Hitachi Ends Bid to Build a nuclear power plant in Wales," The New York
Times, September 17, 2020).
Andrea Germanos, "Greenpeace Warns 'Potential Damage to Human DNA' at Risk With Japan's Plan to
Dump Fukushima Water Into Ocean: 'The policy of the Japanese government to dump nuclear waste into the
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Pacific Ocean is not based on scientific or environmental protection principles and has no justification,'" Common
Dreams, October 23, 2020, https://www.commondreams.org/news/2020/10/23/greenpeace-warns-potentialdamage-human-dna-risk-japans-plan-dump-fukushima-water?cdorigin=rss&utm_term=AO&utm_campaign=Daily%20Newsletter&utm_content=email&utm_source=Daily%20Ne
wsletter&utm_medium=email#, reported, "Greenpeace sounded alarm Friday over the Japanese
government's plan to release stored water from the ill-fated Fukushima nuclear plant into the Pacific
Ocean, releasing a new report warning about the presence of carbon-14, which the group says 'has the potential
to damage human DNA."
The warning laid out in a new report says the government and plant operator TEPCO's controversial
plan—which has been under consideration for some time—is founded on 'a series of myths' and pursues the
cheapest option to get rid of the water over what is best for human and ecological health.
The plan allows 'the government [to] create the impression that substantial progress is being made in
the early decommissioning of the Fukushima Daiichi reactors,' Greenpeace says.
Entitled Stemming the tide 2020: The reality of the Fukushima radioactive water crisis, the publication
argues that the planned release of the water 'will have serious, long-term consequences for communities and
the environment, locally and much further afield.'
'Nearly 10 years after the start of the disaster, TEPCO and the Japanese government are still
covering up the scale of the crisis at Fukushima Daiichi,' said Shaun Burnie, author of the report and senior
nuclear specialist with Greenpeace Germany. He further accused the entities of having 'deliberately held back for
years detailed information on the radioactive material in the contaminated water.'
Beyond the remaining radioactive material tritium in the water, an additional problem is the
presence of high levels of carbon-14, which belies the government's assertion that the water is not
'contaminated,' said Greenpeace.
According to the report,
'If the contaminated water is discharged to the Pacific Ocean, all of the carbon-14 will be released to
the environment. With a half-life of 5,730 years, carbon-14 is a major contributor to global human collective
dose; once introduced into the environment carbon-14 will be delivered to local, regional, and global
populations for many generations. [...]
Contrary to the understanding of the Japanese government, water that contains large quantities of
radioactive carbon-14 (as well as the other radioactive isotopes including strontium-90 and tritium) can only
be described as contaminated.'
Burnie said that TEPCO and the Japanese government 'have failed to explain to the citizens of
Fukushima, wider Japan, and to neighboring countries such as South Korea and China that the
contaminated water to be dumped into the Pacific Ocean contains dangerous levels of carbon-14. These,
together with other radionuclides in the water will remain hazardous for thousands of years with the
potential to cause genetic damage.'
'It's one more reason why these plans have to be abandoned,' said Burnie.
The report puts some of the blame on TEPCO's decision to rely on technology known as ALPS that the
operator should have known was incapable of bringing concentrations of radionuclides down to acceptable levels.
Rather than quickly moving to dump the water into the ocean, the Greenpeace report says the
government should pursue 'continued long-term storage and processing of the contaminated water.'
'There is no technical, engineering, or legal barrier to securing additional storage space for ALPStreated contaminated water. It is a matter of political will,' said Burnie.
'The policy of the Japanese government to dump nuclear waste into the Pacific Ocean is not based on
scientific or environmental protection principles,' he said, 'and has no justification.'
Our work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-Share Alike 3.0 License."
Brad Plumer and Jill Cowan, "California Plans to Ban Sales of New Gas-Powered Cars in 15 Years: The
proposal would speed up the state’s efforts to fight global warming at a time when California is being battered by
wildfires, heat waves and other consequences of climate change," The New York Times, September 23, 2020,
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/09/23/climate/california-ban-gas-cars.html, reported, "In an executive order,
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Governor Newsom directed California’s regulators to develop a plan that would require automakers to sell
steadily more zero-emissions passenger vehicles in the state, such as battery-powered or hydrogen-powered
cars and pickup trucks, until they make up 100 percent of new auto sales in just 15 years [by 2035].
The plan would also set a goal for all heavy-duty trucks on the road in California to be zero emissions
by 2045 where possible. And the order directs the state’s transportation agencies to look for near-term
actions to reduce Californian’s reliance on driving by, for example, expanding access to mass transit and
biking."
Clifford Krauss, "Oil Refineries See Profit in Turning Kitchen Grease Into Diesel: Struggling energy
companies are increasing the production of renewable diesel, which can reduce greenhouse gas emissions," The
New York Times,
December 3, 2020, https://www.nytimes.com/2020/12/03/business/energy-environment/oil-refineries-renewablediesel.html, reported, "Many businesses are betting that electric and hydrogen-powered cars and trucks will play a
critical role in the fight against climate change. But some oil companies are hoping that so will smelly
restaurant grease and slaughterhouse waste.
Companies that refine crude oil into fuel are increasingly using such putrid scraps to make a
renewable version of diesel that can significantly reduce greenhouse gas emissions from trucks, buses and
industrial equipment without requiring families and businesses to invest in expensive new vehicles and
factory gear. Phillips 66, Marathon, HollyFrontier and several other refiners are spending roughly $2 billion
to retool refineries to produce the fuel over the next four years."
Coral Davenport, "Illegal Tampering by Diesel Pickup Owners Is Worsening Pollution, E.P.A. Says," The
New York Times, November 25, 2020, https://www.nytimes.com/2020/11/25/climate/diesel-trucks-airpollution.html, reported, "The owners and operators of more than half a million diesel pickup trucks have
been illegally disabling their vehicles’ emissions control technology over the past decade, allowing excess
emissions equivalent to 9 million extra trucks on the road, a new federal report has concluded."
Ivan Penn and Clifford Krauss, "California Is Trying to Jump-Start the Hydrogen Economy: The fuel could
play an important role in fighting climate change, but it has been slow to gain traction because of high costs," The
New York Times, November 11, 2020, https://www.nytimes.com/2020/11/11/business/hydrogen-fuelcalifornia.html, reported, "But in California, the beginnings of a hydrogen economy may finally be dawning
after many fits and starts.
Dozens of hydrogen buses are lumbering down city streets, while more and larger fueling stations are
appearing from San Diego to San Francisco, financed by the state and federal governments. With the costs
of producing and shipping hydrogen coming down, California is setting ambitious goals to phase out
vehicles that run on fossil fuels in favor of batteries and hydrogen. Large auto and energy companies like
Toyota Motor and Royal Dutch Shell have committed to supplying more cars and fueling stations."
Bengt Halvorson, "Faster US transition to EVs will save 6,300 lives and $185 billion by 2050, study
projects," Green Car Reports, September 18, 2020, https://www.greencarreports.com/news/1129653_faster-ustransition-to-evs-will-save-6300-lives-by-2050-study-projects, reported that a report released by the American
Lung Association because air pollution from cars is a major health problem, including making people more
susceptable to COVID-19, and making cases of the virus worse, "With a nationwide transition to EVs (electric
vehicles), the organization found that by 2050 the U.S. could avoid 6,300 premature deaths, 93,000 asthma
attacks, and 416,000 lost work days, adding up to $72 billion in health benefits and $113 in climate-related
benefits. "
The price of batteries has been dropping unexpectedly quickly, making some electric cars no more
expensive to produce and buy then some similar petroleum powered vehicles, and electric cars last longer and
require less maintenance. The cost of battery production is expected to continue to drop while the distance
they can propel a vehicle without recharging is increasing which is likely to increase their popularity (Jack
Ewing, "The Age of Electric Cars Is Dawning Ahead of Schedule: Battery prices are dropping faster than expected.
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Analysts are moving up projections of when an electric vehicle won’t need government incentives to be cheaper than
a
gasoline
model,"
The
New
York
Times,
September
20,
2020,
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/09/20/business/electric-cars-batteries-tesla-elon-musk.html).
Jasper Jolly, "More than 500,000 full electric cars sold so far this year in Europe: Milestone comes as sales
of all plug-in cars, including hybrids, pass 1m in 18 European markets, The Guardian, December 3, 2020,
https://www.theguardian.com/business/2020/dec/03/more-than-500000-full-electric-cars-sold-in-europe-in-10months, reported, "Carmakers have sold more than 500,000 battery electric cars in Europe during 2020, a
milestone in the automotive industry’s move away from fossil fuels.
Sales of all plug-in cars, including hybrids, have surpassed 1m during the year in the UK and the
largest 17 European markets, according to data collated by Schmidt Automotive Research.
During the whole of last year only 354,000 battery electric sales were recorded across the region."
"Hydrogen-Powered Passenger Plane Completes Maiden Flight In 'World First'," Slashdot, September 25,
2020,
https://tech.slashdot.org/story/20/09/25/2018217/hydrogen-powered-passenger-plane-completes-maidenflight-in-world-first, reported, "ZeroAvia's hydrogen fuel-cell plane that's capable of carrying six
passengers completed its maiden flight this week. The aircraft has been retrofitted with a device that
combines hydrogen and oxygen to produce electricity."
Marlee Kokotovic, "Scientists at two of America’s giant automaker companies knew about car emission
climate effects back in the 1960s: 'Another cog in the climate denial machine rattles loose,'” NationofChange,
October 29, 2020, https://www.nationofchange.org/2020/10/29/scientists-at-two-of-americas-giant-automakercompanies-knew-about-car-emission-climate-effects-back-in-the-1960s/, reported, "Researchers at two auto giant
American companies have discovered scientists knew the environmental effects of car emissions back in the
1960s.
According to E&E News, researchers at both General Motors and Ford Motor Co. found strong
evidence in the 1960s and ’70s that human activity was warming the Earth. A primary culprit was the burning
of fossil fuels, which released large quantities of heat-trapping gases such as carbon dioxide that could trigger the
melting of polar ice sheets and other dire consequences."
Shefali Sharma, "Public Money to Plunder the Planet: Development Banks Fund Big Meat and Dairy: The
goal should be climate resilience and mitigation that helps empower local communities, indigenous peoples and
workers while diminishing market power of oligopolies in agribusiness that drives social and environmental
standards
towards
a
race
to
the
bottom."
Common
Dreams,
July
27,
2020,
https://www.commondreams.org/views/2020/07/27/public-money-plunder-planet-development-banks-fund-bigmeat-and-dairy?cdorigin=rss&utm_term=AO&utm_campaign=Daily%20Newsletter&utm_content=email&utm_source=Daily%20Ne
wsletter&utm_medium=Email, reported, "A flurry of recent news shows that international development banks
have ramped up public money to factory farms and mega-dairies in the last decade. The World Bank alone
spent US$1.8 billion on these operations, with over half of the funds going to Big Dairy, contributing to both
rising emissions and increasing corporate concentration. IATP’s Milking the Planet report shows that 13 of
the largest dairy producers increased their greenhouse gas emission by 11% in just two years, their
combined emissions greater than U.K.’s annual emissions. They did this as rural dairy producers went out
of business due to debt and disenfranchisement. These publicly funded institutions, such as the European
Bank for Reconstruction and Development (EBRD) and the World Bank’s private arm, the International
Finance Corporation (IFC), with missions to reduce poverty and help countries develop, have instead spent
billions funneling money into some of the most powerful dairy and meat corporations in the world."
Henry Fountain, "Cutting Greenhouse Gases From Food Production Is Urgent, Scientists Say: Efforts to
limit global warming often focus on emissions from fossil fuels, but food is crucial, too, according to new
research," The New York Times, November 6, 2020, https://www.nytimes.com/2020/11/05/climate/climate-change125

food-production.html, reported. "Rising greenhouse gas emissions from worldwide food production will make
it extremely difficult to limit global warming to the targets set in the Paris climate agreement, even if
emissions from fossil-fuel burning were halted immediately, scientists reported Thursday," in Michael A. Clark,
Nina G. G. Domingo, Kimberly Colgan, Sumil K. Thakrar, and David Tilman, "Global food system emissions
could preclude achieving the 1.5° and 2°C climate change targets," Science, Vol. 370, Issue 6517, pp. 705-708,
November 6, 2020, https://science.sciencemag.org/content/370/6517/705.
"But they said that meeting one of the targets, limiting overall warming this century to 1.5 degrees
Celsius, or about 2.7 degrees Fahrenheit, could be achieved through 'rapid and ambitious' changes to the
global food system over the next several decades, including adopting plant-rich diets, increasing crop yields
and reducing food waste."
Jessica Corbett, "Tests Reveal Toxic 'Forever Chemicals' in Aerial Pesticide Showered Over Millions of
Acres in US, 'These findings shock the conscience,'" Common Dreams, December 1, 2020,
https://www.commondreams.org/news/2020/12/01/tests-reveal-toxic-forever-chemicals-aerial-pesticide-showeredover-millions-acres?cdorigin=rss&utm_term=AO&utm_campaign=Daily%20Newsletter&utm_content=email&utm_source=Daily%20Ne
wsletter&utm_medium=email, reported, "A national nonprofit revealed Tuesday that testing commissioned by
the group as well as separate analysis conducted by Massachusetts officials show samples of an aerially
sprayed pesticide used by the commonwealth and at least 25 other states to control mosquito-borne illnesses
contain toxic substances that critics call 'forever chemicals.'
Officially known as per- and polyfluoroalkyl substances (PFAS), this group of man-made chemicals—
including PFOA, PFOS, and GenX—earned the nickname because they do not break down in the environment
and build up in the body. PFAS has been linked to suppressed immune function, cancers, and other health
issues.
Lawmakers and regulators at various levels of government have worked to clean up drinking water
contaminated by PFAS. The newly released results of pesticide testing by Public Employees for
Environmental Responsibility (PEER) and the Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection
(MADEP) generated alarm about the effectiveness of such efforts.
'In Massachusetts, communities are struggling to remove PFAS from their drinking water supplies,
while at the same time, we may be showering them with PFAS from the skies and roads,' PEER science
policy director Kyla Bennett, a scientist and attorney formerly with U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, said in
a statement Tuesday.
'The frightening thing is that we do not know how many insecticides, herbicides, or even disinfectants
contain PFAS,' added Bennett, who arranged for the testing. 'PEER found patents showing chemical
companies using PFAS in these products, and recent articles discuss the variety of pesticides that contain
PFAS as either an active or an inert ingredient.'
The product tested initially by PEER and subsequently MADEP, once the nonprofit alerted the department
of its findings, is Anvil 10+10, produced by the Illinois company Clarke.
Karen Larson, Clarke's vice president of government affairs, told the Boston Globe that 'when this was first
brought to our attention, we conducted an internal inquiry of our manufacturing and supply chain to ensure that
PFAS was not an ingredient in the production, manufacturing, or distribution of either the active or inactive
ingredients of Anvil.'
'No PFAS ingredients are used in the formulation of Anvil, nor in the production of any source material in
Anvil. PFAS components are not added at any point in the production of Anvil,' she said. Larson added that while
it is unclear why the Clarke pesticide contained PFAS, the company 'will continue to work closely with the EPA to
conduct our own testing.'
PEER executive director Tim Whitehouse detailed the recent testing results in a letter(pdf) sent last week to
MADEP Commissioner Martin Suuberg that called for halting the use of Anvil 10+10, ensuring any replacement
does not contain forever chemicals, and requiring pesticide companies to comprehensively test their products for
PFAS:
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'This fall, PEER conducted several tests for PFAS of a 2.5 gallon jug of Anvil 10+10, the pesticide used in
the aerial spraying programs of Massachusetts and many other states. Our tests revealed that Anvil 10+10 contains
roughly 250 parts per trillion (ppt) of perfluorooctanoic acid (PFOA), and 260–500 ppt of hexafluoropropylene
oxide dimer acid (HFPO-DA), a GenX replacement for PFOA. Both these results are hovering around the
detection limits of the laboratory's equipment, but there is no doubt that these PFAS are in the insecticide. While
PFAS may be useful when added to pesticides as surfactants, dispersants, and anti-foaming agents, it is unclear
whether the PFAS found in Anvil 10+10 is an ingredient added by the manufacturer, contained in one of the
ingredients supplied to Anvil's manufacturer by other companies, or whether it is a contaminant from the
manufacturing/storage process. Moreover, since we were only able to test for 36 PFAS out of the 9,252 on the U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency's (EPA's) inventory, it is impossible to know how many other PFAS might be in
Anvil 10+10.
[...]
When PEER obtained its first positive PFAS results on Anvil 10+10, we immediately contacted DEP
because of the far-reaching implications. MADEP independently tested nine samples of Anvil 10+10 from five
different containers, and found eight different PFAS, including PFOA and PFOS. Some PFAS levels were over
700 ppt. As such, there appears to be no doubt that there are PFAS in the pesticide Massachusetts has chosen for
mosquito control.'
Whitehouse noted that Massachusetts aerially sprayed 2.2 million acres with Anvil 10+10 last year and
more than 200,000 acres this year. The Globe explained that 'most of the spraying has been done in the
southeastern part of the state, where EEE, a rare but deadly mosquito-borne disease, has been most prevalent.'
The EPA, which has been lambasted by lawmakers as well as environmental and public health advocates
for its handling of PFAS contamination on a national scale, is working on 'an analytical method' to detect the
forever chemicals in pesticides and plans to conduct its own tests of Anvil 10+10, according to the newspaper.
'There are significant unanswered questions about the data currently available,' Dave Deegan, a
spokesperson for the federal agency's offices in New England, told the Globe. 'EPA will continue to work closely
with and support the state on this issue. Aggressively addressing PFAS continues to be an important, active, and
ongoing priority for EPA.'
Bennett and other critics of the EPA's response to PFAS reiterated concerns about the agency in the wake
of the revelations in Massachusetts.
'This PFAS fiasco shows that public trust in EPA having a full accounting of these materials and their
safety is utterly misplaced,' said Bennett. 'Until EPA acts, states need to adopt their own safeguards and chemical
disclosure requirements because they certainly cannot depend upon the diligence of EPA.'
In a statement about the testing on Tuesday, Food & Water Watch executive director Wenonah
Hauter declared that 'these findings shock the conscience—states likely have unknowingly contaminated
communities' water with PFAS hidden in pesticides. Once again, the EPA has failed to protect the American
people from harmful pollution.'
Emphasizing that 'we need to stop the introduction of toxic forever chemicals into the environment and our
water sources to protect public health," Hauter said that "the EPA must ban all pesticides with PFAS components,
designate PFAS as hazardous substances to hold polluters accountable for cleanup of contamination, and set strong
enforceable standards for PFAS in our drinking water.'
'The GOP-controlled Senate must step up and pass the PFAS Action Act, which passed the House in
January, to regulated these toxic compounds and hold polluters accountable, and Congress must pass he WATER
Act to provide the financial relief to community water providers and households with wells to remove PFAS from
drinking water or find alternative sources where treatment fails," she added. "Now is the time for decisive action to
protect people's health and safety.'
Our work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-Share Alike 3.0 License."
"Federal Judge Rejects Approval of Federal Oil, Gas Leases in Utah: Decision Comes Ahead of Biden’s
Promised
Leasing
Ban,"
Center
for
Biological
Diversity,
December
11,
2020,
https://biologicaldiversity.org/w/news/press-releases/federal-judge-rejects-approval-federal-oil-gas-leases-utah2020-12127

11/?utm_source=eeo&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=eeo1067&utm_term=PublicLands&emci=2b791e31d23f-eb11-a607-00155d43c992&emdi=0afae900-af40-eb11-a607-00155d43c992&ceid=357453, reported, "A
federal judge overturned the Trump administration’s plan to lease more than 60,000 acres of public land for
fracking in northern Utah’s Uintah Basin, including areas near Dinosaur National Monument, ruling that the
Bureau of Land Management violated the law by refusing to consider alternatives to leasing all 59 parcels."
President "Biden has pledged to ban new oil and gas leasing on federal public lands and waters when
he takes office Jan. 20."
Coral Davenport, "Trump Eliminates Major Methane Rule, Even as Leaks Are Worsening: The weakening of
Obama-era efforts to fight climate change amounts to a gift to many oil companies. Researchers warn that the
decision ignores science: The rollback marks the last major Obama-era climate-change regulation to be weakened by
the
administration.Credit...Jessica
Lutz
for
The
New
York
Times,
August
13,
2020,
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/08/13/climate/trump-methane.html, "The Trump administration formally
weakened a major climate-change regulation on Thursday — effectively freeing oil and gas companies from
the need to detect and repair methane leaks — even as new research shows that far more of the potent
greenhouse gas is seeping into the atmosphere than previously known."
Coral Davenport, "Trump Administration Declines to Tighten Soot Rules, Despite Link to Covid Deaths:
Health experts say the E.P.A. decision defies scientific research showing that particulate pollution contributes to
tens of thousands of premature deaths annually," The New York Times, December 7, 2020,
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/12/07/climate/trump-epa-soot-covid.html, reported, "The Trump administration
on Monday declined to tighten controls on industrial soot emissions, disregarding an emerging scientific
link between dirty air and Covid-19 death rates.
In one of the final policy moves of an administration that has spent the past four years weakening or
rolling back more than 100 environmental regulations, the Environmental Protection Agency completed a
regulation that keeps in place the current rules on tiny, lung-damaging industrial particles, known as PM
2.5, instead of strengthening them, even though the agency’s own scientists have warned of the links between
the pollutants and respiratory illness. In April, researchers at Harvard released the first nationwide
study (https://projects.iq.harvard.edu/covid-pm) linking long-term exposure to PM 2.5 and Covid-19 death
rates."
Steve Horn, "Trump Approved Shipping Tar Sands by Rail to Alaska. The Project's Owners Are Banking
on a Melting Arctic," Desmog, October 30, 2020, https://www.desmogblog.com/2020/10/30/trump-a2a-tar-sandsrail-alaska-melting-arctic, reported, "On September 28, President Donald Trump signed a presidential permit
to ship Alberta’s tar sands oil via a proposed 1,600-mile private rail line across the U.S.-Canada border
into Alaska."
"Referred to as A2A Rail, the project is specifically touted by its proponents as a way to expedite exports to
Asian markets," as Alaska ports are closer to Asian markets than ports further South.
Eric Lipton, "In Last Rush, Trump Grants Mining and Energy Firms Access to Public Lands: The outgoing
administration is pushing through approval of corporate projects over the opposition of environmental groups and
tribal
communities,"
The
New
York
Times,
December
19,
2020,
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/12/19/us/politics/in-last-rush-trump-grants-mining-and-energy-firms-access-topublic-lands.html, reported, "The Trump administration is rushing to approve a final wave of large-scale
mining and energy projects on federal lands, encouraged by investors who want to try to ensure the projects
move ahead even after President-elect Joseph R. Biden Jr. takes office."
In Arizona, the Forest Service is preparing to sign off on the transfer of federal forest land at Oak
Flat considered sacred by a neighboring Native American tribe for a huge largest copper mine. In Utah, the
Interior Department was moving towards granting final approval go the Twin Bridges Bowknot Helium extraction
project in a remote location inside a national wilderness area, where new energy leasing is currently banned. In
northern Nevada, the Interior Department was moving toward granting final approval go the Thacker Pass
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Lithium Mine, which would be a large open-pit operation on federal land above the site of a prehistoric volcano.
In Virginia and West Virginia, in Jefferson National Forest, the Forest Service was on the verge of taking a
major step toward permitting Mountain Valley Pipeline, natural gas pipeline, to be constructed, which would
run beneath the Appalachian Trail. Other projects are moving toward approval on public lands elsewhere. But if
Deb Haaland is approved early on as Secretary of the Interior, she would likely be able to stop these projects, all of
which would face daunting court challenges if not blocked by the new administration.
Eoin Higgins, "'Privatize the Profit, Socialize the Mess': Abandoned Fracking Wells Left Spewing ClimateKilling Methane Nationwide: Are we going to be responsible for the mess that these companies leave behind?'"
Common Dreams, July 2020, https://www.commondreams.org/news/2020/07/13/privatize-profit-socialize-messabandoned-fracking-wells-left-spewing-climate?cdorigin=rss&utm_term=AO&utm_campaign=Daily%20Newsletter&utm_content=email&utm_source=Daily%20Ne
wsletter&utm_medium=Email, reported, "A devastating new report from the New York Times details how as
fracking companies are going out of business they are leaving behind unsecured wells spewing methane and other
gases into the atmosphere and paying out the same executives that drove them into bankruptcy huge bonuses—
drawing condemnation from activists and climate advocates.
'Frackers don't clean up after themselves,' tweeted 350.org founder Bill McKibben.
Even before the coronavirus outbreak, the U.S. fracking industry was struggling amid debt obligations, the rise of
renewable energy sources, and a price war with overseas oil producers. Since the pandemic hit, critics have been
warning against using public relief funds to bail out the polluting industry they argue should be banned because of
its impact on local health and the climate.
As the companies filed for bankruptcy, the Times reported, they made sure to pay out executives:
'Whiting Petroleum, a major shale driller in North Dakota that sought bankruptcy protection in April,
approved almost $15 million in cash bonuses for its top executives six days before its bankruptcy filing.
Chesapeake Energy, a shale pioneer, declared bankruptcy last month, just weeks after it paid $25 million in
bonuses to a group of executives. And Diamond Offshore Drilling secured a $9.7 million tax refund under the
Covid-19 stimulus bill Congress passed in March, before filing to reorganize in bankruptcy court the next month.
Then it won approval from a bankruptcy judge to pay its executives the same amount, as cash incentives.'
"The few profit, the rest of us pay," British Green Party politician Natalie Bennett said on Twitter.
But while the businesses had millions to pay out to top executives, they have chosen not to spend
capital to properly close wells that are emitting methane and other gases into the atmosphere. Capping wells
would cost tens of millions of dollars, the Timesreports, a cost the companies apparently aren't willing to
bear.
'Hard to overstate what a climate catastrophe it is to just leave a methane spigot on and leave,' tweeted The
Intercept's Ryan Grim.
There are an estimated two million such unplugged wells in the U.S., according to the Times.
'They're sitting there and they're leaking,' North America at Carbon Tracker executive director
Robert Schuwerk told the Times. 'And they're much leakier than a well that’s still in production and being
monitored, although those leak, too.'
Emissions could result in cancers and other diseases in surrounding communities. Patricia Garcia
Nelson of Greeley, Colorado told the Times that with high levels of cancer-causing chemicals in the air monitored
at her seven-year-old son's school, just 700 feet away from an Extraction Oil & Gas fracking site, she fears the
company's bankruptcy will leave the well open and uncapped.
'Are we going to be responsible for the mess that these companies leave behind?' asked Nelson. 'Are we
going to be okay if something happens?'
The cost of the cleanup, noted journalist Jake Bernstein, is prohibitive—and companies don't appear to be
taking it seriously.
'Chesapeake Energy, which declared bankruptcy last month after paying out executive bonuses, has
potential cleanup costs of $1.4 billion,' said Bernstein. 'Chesapeake's filings show that it has set aside only
$41 million in bonds to cover the cleanup of its 6,800 wells.'
Our work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-Share Alike 3.0 License.
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standards, along with high levels of particulate matter."

Julia Rosen, "Study Links Gas Flares to Preterm Births, With Hispanic Women at High Risk: Expectant
mothers who lived near flaring sites had higher odds of giving birth prematurely than those who did not,
researchers found. The adverse outcomes fell entirely on Hispanic women," The New York Times, July 23,
2020, https://www.nytimes.com/2020/07/22/climate/gas-flares-premature-babies.html, "Across the United States,
gas flares light the night skies over oil and gas fields — visible symbols of the country’s energy boom. They
also emit greenhouse gases, making them symbols of climate change that many environmental groups would like
to see snuffed out.
Now, a new study points to another problem: Pregnant women who lived near areas where flaring is
common had 50 percent greater odds of giving birth prematurely than those who did not. These births
occurred before 37 weeks of gestation, when incomplete development raises a baby’s chance of numerous
disorders, even death."
Kendra Chamberlain, "‘Dereliction of duty’: 1.6 million gallons of produced water spilled so far in 2020,"
New Mexico Political Report, August 18, 2020, https://nmpoliticalreport.com/2020/08/19/dereliction-of-duty-1-6million-gallons-of-produced-water-spilled-so-far-in-2020/?mc_cid=c3f7ac04fa&mc_eid=826ba2a634,
reported
that, as of mid-August, 1.6 million gallons of highly toxic produced water from fracking has spilled in New
Mexico in 2020, sometimes causing loss of livestock and requiring extensive expensive cleanup.
"Produced water spills are very common in New Mexico, particularly in the southeastern region of the state
in the Permian Basin. There have been over 218 major produced water spills so far in 2020, and another 202
minor produced water spills. In the vast majority of cases, no penalties were assessed against the operator.
Nanasi, who also serves as executive director of the clean energy advocacy organization New Energy
Economy, said that the state’s failure to impose any penalties on operators who spill produced water, crude oil, and
other contaminants is a 'dereliction of duty”
Brad Plumer and Henry Fountain, "Trump Administration Finalizes Plan to Open Arctic Refuge to
Drilling: The decision sets up a fierce legal battle over the fate of a vast, remote area that is home to polar bears,
caribou and the promise of oil wealth," The New York Times, August 17, 2020,
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/08/17/climate/alaska-oil-drilling-anwr.html,
reported,
"The
Trump
administration on Monday finalized its plan to open up part of the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge in
Alaska to oil and gas development, a move that overturns six decades of protections for the largest
remaining stretch of wilderness in the United States."
This action will be challenged in court.
Patti Lynn, "Fossil fuels’ ‘net-zero’ carbon emissions scam is something humanity doesn’t have time for:
Why vague commitments by fossil fuel corporations to “zero out” carbon emissions don’t add up," Nation of
Change, July 9, 2020, https://www.nationofchange.org/2020/07/09/fossil-fuels-net-zero-carbon-emissions-scam-issomething-humanity-doesnt-have-time-for/, commented, "Fossil fuel giant Shell took time in the middle of the
COVID-19 pandemic to announce on April 16 that it was going to work toward reducing its emissions to
“net-zero” by 2050. The announcement comes on the heels of BP’s pledge in February to do the same. Both
plans have been met with healthy amounts of skepticism. Many people pointed out the vague language of
BP’s commitment to “zero out” its carbon emissions. And there are serious doubts as to whether any of this
will actually result in action by the corporations to reduce emissions. Remember BP’s “Beyond Petroleum”
slogan in the early 2000s, which was all PR and no action? And then there’s the fact that Shell openly admitted to
influencing the U.N. climate treaty’s Paris Agreement, including by advancing measures that promote “net-zero”
approaches.
But the problem with these corporations’ pledge is even more basic. It assumes that net-zero is the
ultimate goal—that achieving net-zero will solve the climate crisis. This assumption has been thoroughly
perpetuated by companies (like BP and Shell) that are deeply invested in the status quo—so much so that it has
been adopted even by those who care deeply about the climate crisis. But there are significant flaws in the logic
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of net-zero, and if that’s what we aim for as we tackle the climate crisis, we will fail to make the changes we need
to."
Lynn points out three basic flaws in the "net-zero" logic, which is based on continuing to produce
greenhouse gasses - particularly carbon dioxide, but balancing it by taking an equal amount out of the air.
The first short coming is that net-zero requires new technology that is not yet developed and untested. While the
oil companies continue to pump oil and gas, there is no way to know if they will work, and if they do, whether they
will create, new possibly worse, problems that make them unusable. The second, is that for net-zero to work, the
envisioned technology, if it is otherwise viable, will require vast quantities of land, which creates untenable
environmental-ecological problems in itself, and is likely to further worsen climate injustice - as whose land would
end up being used, and forced to move? The third is that aiming for net zero keeps the pumping and fossil fuel
burning going in the vague hope that a viable technology will do the job, and with no serious side effects.
Ivan Penn, "The Next Energy Battle: Renewables vs. Natural Gas: As coal declines and wind and solar
energy rise, some are pushing to limit the use of natural gas, but utilities say they are not ready to do so," The New
York Times, July 6, 2020, https://www.nytimes.com/2020/07/06/business/energy-environment/renewable-energynatural-gas.html?campaign_id=54&emc=edit_clim_20200708&instance_id=20128&nl=climatefwd%3A&regi_id=52235981&segment_id=32916&te=1&user_id=2984790c14170290245238c0cd4fd927,
reported, "Utilities around the country are promoting their growing use of renewable energy like
hydroelectric dams, wind turbines and solar panels, which collectively provided more power than coal-fired
power plants for the first time last year. But even as they add more green sources of power, the industry
remains deeply dependent on natural gas, a fossil fuel that emits greenhouse gases and is likely to remain a
cornerstone of the electric grid for years or even decades," building new natural gas plants even as they
increase use of solar and wind.
The issue is having enough power available when wind is not blowing and the sun not shining. So far,
energy companies consider having back up gas powered plants cheaper than constructing battery storage. Public
policy changes could shift that thinking, as requirements to move to less emissions have in California.
Offshore wind farms are expanding in numbers, with a growing number being built in deep water
locations, well of shore (Stanley Reed, "Wind Turbines Venture into Deeper Water," The New York Times, June 8,
2020).
A number of companies are changing the way they make concrete to greatly reduce the amount of
global warming carbon dioxide that the concrete making process usually produces. Different companies
have been experimenting with a variety of methods that promise to significantly reduce CO2 emissions (Jane
Margolies, "A Fixture of Construction Gets A Lot Greener," The New York Times, August 12, 2020).
Friends of the Earth reported in an August 24, 2020 E-mail, "The Army Corps of Engineers just denied
the permit for Pebble Mine! The proposed mine threatens Bristol Bay, Alaska -- home of one of the last
great wild salmon runs and Indigenous communities who rely on it.
The Army Corps of Engineers found that the mine would likely result in significant degradation of
the environment. So it officially rejected the permit under section 404 of the Clean Water Act.
This is a huge victory for communities near Bristol Bay, the salmon fisheries, our environment, and our climate. It
sends a message loud and clear to corporate polluters that they cannot destroy our pristine wild places.
And it happened in large part thanks to Friends of the Earth members like you, who sent tens of thousands
of comments to the Army Corps persuading it to reject the mine. Your voice was heard! Thank you for helping
stop the Pebble Mine, Stephen.
If the mine is built, it could generate more than 10 billion tons of dangerous waste, wipe out 90 miles of
salmon streams, and pollute more than 5,000 acres of wetlands, ponds, and lakes. It would likely decimate the local
salmon populations -- in turn impacting the local communities that depend on them.
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More than 65 percent of Alaskans, and 80 percent of Bristol Bay residents -- including Native people -strongly oppose the mine. The only ones who would benefit are Pebble Limited Partnership and their affiliates.
Together, we stood up to the powerful advocates for the mine -- and we won.
The Pebble Mine fight isn’t over yet. The EPA could still advance the project. But this victory is a huge
step in the right direction -- proving that people power works and we can stop polluters from harming the planet."
This was finalized: Henry Fountain, "Alaska’s Controversial Pebble Mine Fails to Win Critical Permit,
Likely Killing It: The immense project would have been one of the world’s largest gold and copper mines, but
regulators found it 'contrary to the public interest' due to environmental risks in the pristine Alaskan tundra," The
New York Times, November 25, 2020, https://www.nytimes.com/2020/11/25/climate/pebble-mine-permitdenied.html, reported ,"The Army Corps of Engineers on Wednesday denied a permit for the proposed
Pebble Mine in Alaska, likely dealing a death blow to a long-disputed project that aimed to extract one of
the world’s largest deposits of copper and gold ore, but which threatened breeding grounds for salmon in
the pristine Bristol Bay region."
Kendra Chamberlain, "‘New Mexico is leading the nation’: Renewables set to replace coal-fired San Juan
Generating Station," New Mexico Political Report, July 30, 2020, https://nmpoliticalreport.com/2020/07/30/newmexico-is-leading-the-nation-renewables-set-to-replace-coal-fired-san-juan-generatingstation/?utm_source=Environment+Wrap-Up&utm_campaign=5aab6c761eEMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2017_07_12_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_be5ca4cdac-5aab6c761e142253585&mc_cid=5aab6c761e&mc_eid=cde7993ced, reported, "With a unanimous vote Wednesday morning,
the New Mexico Public Regulation Commission (PRC) ended one piece of a year-long debate on the future
of coal in the Four Corners region. The utility PNM, which is slated to exit the San Juan Generating Station
in 2022, will now need to rely on 100 percent renewable energy and battery storage to replace the power
generated at the coal-fired plant."
"The proposal includes 650 MW of solar resources and 300 MW of battery storage resources, with 430
MW of solar and $447 million worth of capital investments located within the Central Consolidated School
District in San Juan County. Another 520 MW of renewable energy and roughly $500 million of capital
investment would be located in McKinley County and the Jicarilla Apache reservation in Rio Arriba
County."
Coral Davenport, "Defying Trump, 5 Automakers Lock In a Deal on Greenhouse Gas Pollution: The five
— Ford, Honda, BMW, Volkswagen and Volvo — sealed a binding agreement with California to follow the state’s
stricter
tailpipe
emissions
rules,"
The
New
York
Times,
August
17,
2020,
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/08/17/climate/california-automakers-pollution.html, reported, "California on
Monday finalized a legal settlement with five of the world’s largest automakers that binds them to comply
with its stringent state-level fuel efficiency standards that would cut down on climate-warming tailpipe
emissions."
Christopher Flavelle, "Climate Change Poses ‘Systemic Threat’ to the Economy, Big Investors Warn:
Financial regulators should act to avoid economic disaster, according to a letter from pension funds and other
investors representing almost $1 trillion in assets," The New York Times, July 21, 2020,
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/07/21/climate/investors-climate-threat-regulators.html, reported, "Climate change
threatens to create turmoil in the financial markets, and the Federal Reserve and other regulators must act
to avoid an economic disaster, according to a letter sent on Tuesday by a group of large investors."
John Schwartz, "How Much Will the Planet Warm if Carbon Dioxide Levels Double?" The New York
Times, July 22, 2020, https://www.nytimes.com/2020/07/22/climate/global-warming-temperature-range.html,
reported, "How much, exactly, will greenhouse gases heat the planet?
For more than 40 years, scientists have expressed the answer as a range of possible temperature
increases, between 1.5 and 4.5 degrees Celsius, that will result from carbon dioxide levels doubling from
preindustrial times. Now, a team of researchers has sharply narrowed the range of temperatures, tightening
it to between 2.6 and 4.1 degrees Celsius."
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Oil Change International reported in an E-mail, July 23, 2020, "The economic crisis resulting from the
COVID-19 pandemic has given immense power to central banks, which have spent hundreds of billions to
keep the world economy afloat. The European Central Bank (ECB) alone approved a €750 billion stimulus
program in March, followed by an additional €600 billion in June.
We now have an opportunity to tell the ECB that people around the world expect action, not just
words. The ECB has launched an online consultation process seeking opinions as they revise their new
strategy. Allies at Reclaim Finance, SumOfUs, and 350 have developed an online survey to allow you to
participate easily in this process.
Fill out this online survey and it will be sent directly to the head of the European Central Bank.
Since the beginning of the COVID-19 crisis, European leaders have pledged to make the recovery
green and to focus efforts and resources on climate-friendly solutions. However, the ECB continues to
operate as if the climate crisis did not exist. Since the beginning of the crisis, it has already handed at least
€7 billion to fossil fuel companies, supported corporations active in coal, oil, and gas, and resisted calls from
the public to integrate strict climate safeguards in its policies.
Christine Lagarde, the President of the ECB, recently committed to 'explore every avenue' to fight
climate change. As governments around the world continue to massively support the fossil fuel industry through
stimulus packages, despite the industry’s abysmal climate, human rights, and financial track record, the European
Central Bank has a responsibility to lead by example and to put its money where its mouth is.
It’s crucial that the ECB hears from as many concerned individuals as possible. If we can push them to
integrate strict climate considerations in their policies, other central banks are likely to follow suit. As the climate
crisis intensifies, it is more urgent than ever to deprive the fossil fuel industry of the oxygen it runs on: cheap
public money.
Participate in the survey to tell the ECB it needs to take the climate crisis seriously:
https://www.surveymonkey.com/surveytaken/?sm=GhpuCrvzNtm9rejzzU8GUSEri4ik5vJpRADy_2BbPfpJb9ies6jZQaPwYKZ99BBN_2BDxs9K7KnA8
VL80bFcVS49hQ_2BVFl9qomEiJlDryz9Nupc_3D."
Somini Sengupta and Veronica Penney, "Big Tech Has a Big Climate Problem. Now, It’s Being Forced to
Clean Up: Apple said on Tuesday its devices would be carbon-neutral by 2030, making it the latest tech giant to
ramp
up
voluntary
climate
targets,"
The
New
York
Times,
July
21,
2020,
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/07/21/climate/apple-emissions-pledge.html, reported, "The titans of the tech
industry like to think of themselves as solvers of big world problems, and, lately, they’re tripping over
themselves to show that they are working to solve a problem for which they, too, are culpable: climate
change.
Apple on Tuesday became the latest tech giant to promise to do more to reduce the emissions of
planet-warming greenhouse gases, announcing in a statement that, by 2030, 'every Apple device sold will
have net-zero climate impact.'”
Jessica Corbett, "Failing Test for Green Recovery, Tracker Shows G20 Nations Pumping $151 Billion Into
Fossil Fuel Industry Amid Pandemic: 'G20 leaders keep lying to themselves and their citizens as they prop up coal,
oil, and gas with public money in the name of private financial return," Common Dreams, July 15, 2020,
https://www.commondreams.org/news/2020/07/15/failing-test-green-recovery-tracker-shows-g20-nationspumping-151-billion-fossil?cdorigin=rss&utm_term=AO&utm_campaign=Daily%20Newsletter&utm_content=email&utm_source=Daily%20Ne
wsletter&utm_medium=Email, reported, "While campaigners around the world continue to demand a just,
green recovery from the ongoing coronavirus pandemic, new data from a global Energy Policy
Trackershows that the richest countries on Earth have committed billions of dollars in public money to
support fossil fuels since the start of the public health crisis.
The new tracker reveals that G20 countries, who account for 80% of the world's greenhouse gas
emissions, have committed at least $150.81 billion to support fossil fuel energy while only $88.63 to support
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clean energy. The tracker was launched ahead of G20 meetings of finance ministers and central bank
governors and deputies this weekend.
Though the fossil fuel industry was already struggling financially prior to the pandemic—and scientists
continue to warn that transitioning to renewable energy is essential to ensure a future habitable planet—only about
a fifth of the G20 money for coal, gas, and oil is conditional on environmental requirements such as reducing
planet-heating emissions.
'The Covid-19 crisis and governments' responses to it are intensifying the trends that existed before the
pandemic struck,' Ivetta Gerasimchuk, an Energy Policy Tracker project lead and International Institute for
Sustainable Development (IISD) expert, said in a statement Wednesday.
The United States has committed the most stimulus money of any G20 nation to fossil fuels without
any conditions—$58.12 billion—compared with $25.1 billion for clean energy. Behind the U.S. on both fronts
is Germany, albeit with its $12.5 billion committed unconditionally to fossil fuels doubled by the $24.88 billion
committed to conditional funding for clean energy.
The G20 is made up of the European Union and 19 countries. Other member nations that have committed
billions to clean, dirty or other energy during the pandemic include France, India, China, the United Kingdom,
Canada, Indonesia, South Korea, Brazil, Italy, Mexico, and Turkey. Australia, Russia, South Africa, and Saudi
Arabia have each committed millions to the fossil fuel industry.
'National and subnational jurisdictions that heavily subsidized the production and consumption of
fossil fuels in previous years have once again thrown lifelines to oil, gas, coal, and fossil fuel-powered
electricity,' Gerasimchuk said. "Meanwhile, economies that had already begun a transition to clean energy
are now using stimulus and recovery packages to make this happen even faster.'
The tracker is a project of IISD, the Institute for Global Environmental Strategies (IGES), Oil Change
International (OCI), Overseas Development Institute (ODI), Stockholm Environment Institute (SEI), Columbia
University's School of International and Public Affairs (SIPA), and other partner organizations.
Elisa Arond, a research fellow at SEI, told the Guardian that "today, governments are doubling down on
fossil fuels as they grapple with the pandemic and plans their recoveries, but there is still time to build back better,"
referencing global calls from campaigners to incorporate environmental and climate policies in economic recovery
plans necessitated by the pandemic.
In a joint statement Wednesday responding to the new tracking data, activists around the world reiterated those
demands, urging governments to focus on funding clean energy rather than propping up polluters.
'At this point in history it's clear that investing in fossil fuels is as lethal to global economies as it is to life
on Earth,' said Catherine Abreu, executive director of Climate Action Network (CAN) Canada. 'Yet G20 leaders
keep lying to themselves and their citizens as they prop up coal, oil, and gas with public money in the name of
private financial return.'
'Canada's claims to international leadership are hollow as long as its national and subnational governments
funnel money to polluting projects like Vista and the Trans Mountain and Coastal Gaslink pipelines,' Abreu added.
'Covid-19 has revealed two truths that Canada and G20 leaders must heed: one, if we don't kill pollution, it will kill
us; and two, a healthier world is possible—we need to only choose to build it.'
Noting that Bangladesh is 'extremely vulnerable to climate impacts' including destructive extreme weather,
local Fridays for Future member Sohanur Rahman called on rich G20 countries 'to cease supporting coal and invest
instead in renewable energy that will allow Bangladesh to establish itself as a low-emission country, to protect our
people and our future from the effects of the climate crisis.'
Rahman explained that Bangladesh is set to build 29 coal plants, and while 'Chinese investments
represent the majority of the proposed coal power capacity,' companies based in Japan and the U.K. are
also involved in multiple coal projects in the country.
Daniel Ribeiro of Justiça Ambiental (Friends of the Earth Mozambique) called out the fossil fuel financiers
and transnational corporations from G20 countries that are 'ravaging the Cabo Delgado province of Mozambique.'
'The gas rush has already been fueling human rights abuses, poverty, militarization, corruption,
violence, social injustice, and environmental destruction,' said Ribeiro. 'In addition, climate science shows
us clearly that gas cannot be an option for the future of our planet.'
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Ilan Zugman, interim director of 350.org Latin America, argued that governments in the region 'will be
throwing money away if they continue to support the fossil fuel industry through credit, subsidies, or bailouts.'
'In countries such as Argentina and Mexico, fostering community-led, renewable energy will clearly result
in better outcomes for the economy, the climate, and the most vulnerable communities,' Zugman said. 'In the last
few months, we have seen huge oil spills in rivers of Ecuador and coastal areas of Brazil, which harmed thousands
of Indigenous and fishers.
Choosing between such a dirty sector and industries that will create clean jobs amid
a recession should be a no-brainer.'
Our work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-Share Alike 3.0 License."
The
Environmental
Defense
Fund
(EDF),
reported
July
16,
2020,
http://email.edf.org/q/122zUVvGV5FPCaqrYzgi/wv, "Two days ago, we scored another court victory against the
Trump
administration
in
their
war
on
environmental
protection.
A federal district court judge ruled that the Bureau of Land Management, under Secretary Ryan
Zinke, acted arbitrarily and capriciously when it rescinded the 2016 Waste Prevention Rule on oil and gas
operations on public and tribal lands.
This important rule set tough standards on discharges of methane, toxic benzene, volatile organic
compounds and other airborne contaminants in twelve states and the Navajo Nation. And our court victory is a
huge
step
forward
in
our
effort
to
cut
dangerous
climate
and
air
pollution."
"Once again, the Trump administration faced this setback in court for failing to follow the law when
attacking crucial public health and environmental safeguards.
This week’s judicial ruling thoroughly defeats Trump’s efforts to undo these safeguards, and shapes
the law in ways that will reverberate for many years to come in supporting climate progress.
The court found, for example, that the Bureau had failed to satisfy its legal obligation to inform locally
impacted communities about threats to their health that would result from rolling back the Waste
Prevention Rule – in fact, they didn’t even bother to conduct a comprehensive analysis before declaring that
the impacts would not be significant.
Altogether, the Trump administration has attempted to roll back, weaken or delay about 100 different
environmental protections since 2017. The sheer volume of reversals is itself a tactical attack, intended to exhaust
our resources so that we let a few slip through the cracks."
A new study published in Environmental Research Letters (https://iopscience.iop.org/journal/1748-9326)
shows that it essential in the fight to limit global warming to maintain peatbogs and other wetlands, for when
they dry out they release large amounts of carbon dioxide and other greenhouse gasses into the atmosphere
(Henry Fountain, "What’s Green, Soggy and Fights Climate Change? You might be surprised: Protecting peat bogs
could help the world avert the worst effects of global warming, a new study has found," The New York
Times, October 9, 2020, https://www.nytimes.com/2020/10/09/climate/peat-climate-change.html).
Kenny Stancil, "'What the Future Can Look Like': Study Shows US Switch to 100% Renewables Would
Save Hundreds of Billions Each Year: 'Too often we are told doing the right thing for the environment requires
sacrifice and costs more. But we can actually make a better economy and save people money and a byproduct will
be
to
cut
emissions,'"
Common
Dreams,
October
22,
2020,
https://www.commondreams.org/news/2020/10/22/what-future-can-look-study-shows-us-switch-100-renewableswould-save-hundreds?cdorigin=rss&utm_term=AO&utm_campaign=Weekly%20Newsletter&utm_content=email&utm_source=Weekly%
20Newsletter&utm_medium=email, reported, "While President Donald Trump has baselessly attacked plans to
eradicate fossil fuel-based sources of energy from the United States' power grid on the grounds that doing so would
be expensive and economically destructive, a new analysis reveals the opposite to be true—aggressively
transitioning to 100% renewables would save Americans up to $321 billion per year while reducing harmful
greenhouse gas emissions that are heating the planet.
The report (pdf:
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5e540e7fb9d1816038da0314/t/5f9125184a17493652db0ba9/1603347768714
135

/No_Place_Like_Home_RA.pdf), No Place Like Home: Fighting Climate Change (And Saving Money) by
Electrifying America's Households, published Wednesday by Rewiring America shows that a complete switch to
clean energy sources like solar and wind would not only put the U.S. on a path toward zero emissions, but it
would also save each household on average between $1,050 to $2,585 per year on utility bills.
'Too often we are told doing the right thing for the environment requires sacrifice and costs more,' Adam
Zurofsky, executive director of the energy policy organization, told The Guardian. 'But no one is talking about the
upside—we can actually make a better economy and save people money and a byproduct will be to cut emissions
from residential buildings.'
According to the study, more than 40% of the nation's energy-related carbon emissions are
determined by daily activities like bathing, cooking, and commuting. Today, most of the household
appliances and neighborhood infrastructure used to facilitate refrigeration, lighting, heating, cooling, and
mobility are powered by fossil fuels.
But, the researchers explain, the process of extracting and delivering dirty energy to households and
communities is enourmously wasteful and costly.
If we 'electrify' residential buildings and 'decarbonize' what the authors call 'life infrastructure' by
linking household consumption to renewable sources of power, we can reduce energy use, costs, and
emissions, they say, and therefore "fight climate change starting right in our own homes.'
The report states that 'electrification is the only viable pathway to decarbonizing a household.' The authors
say that doing so 'is possible with the technology we have now,' giving several examples of changes that could be
adopted:
We can decarbonize our driving with electric cars, and charge them cleanly with solar on our rooftops and
renewable electricity from the grid. Where most homes now burn methane in the kitchen to run the stove, we can
switch to electric induction for cooking... We can use electric water heaters, or better still, heat pump hot water
heaters that more efficiently provide us with hot showers and warm water. A heat pump, potentially with energy
storage cheaply attached, can replace our furnace or other heating systems with electricity. We can buy electric
clothes dryers to replace natural gas ones.
'To make this all work,' the report notes, 'we need to install a bigger load center, wire in electric car
chargers, and attach a battery capable of running the loads in the house for a half day or so.'
One of the biggest barriers to change may be the high upfront costs associated with upgrading household
infrastructure—yet, as the report points out, 'we only succeed in fighting climate change if all households can
transition to the new economy.'
In order to ensure an equitable and environmentally just future, the authors advocate harnessing the power
of the state to implement 'creative policy solutions,' from low-cost financing to direct purchasing assistance for
low- and moderate-income households and those with low credit scores.
Zurofsky told The Guardian that "the federal government can make it 'dirt cheap' for people to switch to
renewables," especially now that solar is the cheapest form of electricity in human history.
In addition to public subsidies, the report acknowledges that "regulatory reform and restructuring of
monopoly control of energy services is absolutely necessary."
Transforming household energy consumption would not only result in the decarbonization of more that
40% of the U.S. economy, but the efficiency gains would also generate savings that 'are more than enough to
return money to households,' Zurofsky said.
As the report notes, 'It is the poorest households that have the most to gain from household energy savings."
The authors write that "if we apply the same technologies and approaches to the commercial sector, it
would eliminate around 65% of emissions.'
Bryan Snyder, an energy and environment expert at Louisiana State University, told The Guardian that
such an undertaking would be difficult because it would require the country 'to build an electrical generation
system on top of our roofs that is the same size as contemporary U.S. generation,' while regional inconsistencies in
sunlight would add to the challenge.
Zurofsky retorted that the widespread adoption of rooftop solar power is feasible. 'That does not mean it
will be easy to do,' he said, 'or that we won't have to stretch our existing capacities to make it happen.'
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According to Zurofsky, Rewiring America's new report—which echoes a recent study by the Economic
Policy Institute confirming that investments in energy efficiency and clean energy would create millions of jobs—
is meant to demonstrate 'what the future can look like if we are motivated to make it so.'
Our work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-Share Alike 3.0 License."
Julia Conley, "'Seismic Shift' in World's Approach to Land Use, Wildlife, and Climate Action Needed to
Avoid New 'Era of Pandemics,' Study Says: 'The same human activities that drive climate change and biodiversity
loss also drive pandemic risk through their impacts on our environment,'" Common Dreams, October 29, 2020,
https://www.commondreams.org/news/2020/10/29/seismic-shift-worlds-approach-land-use-wildlife-and-climateaction-needed-avoid-new?cdorigin=rss&utm_term=AO&utm_campaign=Daily%20Newsletter&utm_content=email&utm_source=Daily%20Ne
wsletter&utm_medium=Email, reported, "Warning that without a 'seismic shift' in how world governments
approach the treatment of wildlife, land conservation, and public health, the planet could be entering an
"era of pandemics," a United Nations-backed report released Thursday emphasized that the ability to avoid
more public health crises like Covid-19 is entirely within the human population's control.
Resulting from an urgent virtual workshop attended by 22 experts from around the world, the report by
the Intergovernmental Science-Policy Platform on Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services
(https://ipbes.net/sites/default/files/202010/20201028%20IPBES%20Pandemics%20Workshop%20Report%20Plain%20Text%20Final_0.pdf) notes that
more than five new diseases emerge in people each year, and each of these has the potential to develop into a
global pandemic as the coronavirus did.
The novel coronavirus has origins in microbes detected in animal species and is believed to have
'jumped' from an animal to the human population in Wuhan, China, and human activity has made it
dangerously easy for this sort of jump to happen again and again.
Scientists estimate that 1.7 million unknown viruses currently exist in mammals and birds, and that
up to 850,000 of them could potentially infect humans.
'There is no great mystery about the cause of the Covid-19 pandemic—or of any modern pandemic,'
said Dr. Peter Daszak, president of EcoHealth Alliance and chair of the IPBES workshop. 'The same human
activities that drive climate change and biodiversity loss also drive pandemic risk through their impacts on
our environment. Changes in the way we use land; the expansion and intensification of agriculture; and
unsustainable trade, production, and consumption disrupt nature and increase contact between wildlife."
To stop a new era of pandemics from emerging, the experts say, governments must work together to
stop the exploitation of land and wildlife by profit-driven systems, which cause humans and animals to come
into close enough contact for pathogens to jump to humans.
Unsafe contact between humans and wildlife would be reduced by conservation efforts to protect
biodiversity and natural habitats, the promotion of 'responsible consumption' and a reduction in "excessive
consumption of meat from livestock production,' and climate action, the report reads.
'Climate change has been implicated in disease emergence (e.g. tick-borne encephalitis in Scandinavia)
and will likely cause substantial future pandemic risk by driving movement of people, wildlife, reservoirs, and
vectors, and spread of their pathogens, in ways that lead to new contact among species, increased contact among
species, or otherwise disrupts natural host-pathogen dynamics," the IPBES wrote.
According to the report, land-use change has been linked to the emergence of more than 30% of new
diseases in the human population since 1960.
'Land-use change includes deforestation, human settlement in primarily wildlife habitat, the growth
of crop and livestock production, and urbanization,' the report reads.
'The solution here seems pretty clear,' tweeted Dr. Scott Sampson, executive director of the California
Academy of Sciences, in response to the report's section on land-use change.
The study includes a number of suggested reforms which could help to keep pathogens from spreading
to humans, including:
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Launching a high-level intergovernmental council on pandemic prevention to provide decisionmakers with the best science and evidence on emerging diseases; predict high-risk areas; evaluate the
economic impact of potential pandemics and to highlight research gaps.
Institutionalizing the 'One Health' approach in national governments to build pandemic
preparedness, enhance pandemic prevention programs, and to investigate and control outbreaks across
sectors.
Ensuring that the economic cost of pandemics is factored into consumption, production, and
government policies and budgets.
Enabling changes to reduce the types of consumption, globalized agricultural expansion and trade
that have led to pandemics—this could include taxes or levies on meat consumption, livestock production
and other forms of high pandemic-risk activities.
Reducing zoonotic disease risks in the international wildlife trade through a new intergovernmental
'health and trade' partnership; reducing or removing high disease-risk species in the wildlife trade;
enhancing law enforcement in all aspects of the illegal wildlife trade and improving community education in
disease hotspots about the health risks of wildlife trade.
Valuing Indigenous Peoples and local communities' engagement and knowledge in pandemic
prevention programs, achieving greater food security, and reducing consumption of wildlife.
The cost of confronting global public health emergencies after they've arrived—including damage to
economies around the world, healthcare costs, and vaccine research—is roughly 100 times what it would
cost to prevent another pandemic, the IPBES said.
'We have the increasing ability to prevent pandemics—but the way we are tackling them right now
largely ignores that ability," said Daszak. "Our approach has effectively stagnated—we still rely on attempts to
contain and control diseases after they emerge, through vaccines and therapeutics. We can escape the era of
pandemics, but this requires a much greater focus on prevention in addition to reaction.'
Our work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-Share Alike 3.0 License."
Catrin Einhorn, "Restoring Farmland Could Drastically Slow Extinctions, Fight Climate Change: Returning
strategic parts of the world’s farmlands to nature could help mitigate both climate change and biodiversity loss, a
new study found," The New York Times, October 14, 2020, Catrin Einhorn, reported, "A global road
map, published Wednesday in Nature (https://www.nature.com/articles/s41586-020-2784-9), identifies a path to
soaking up almost half of the carbon dioxide that has built up since the Industrial Revolution and averting
more than 70 percent of the predicted animal and plant extinctions on land. The key? Returning a strategic
30 percent of the world’s farmlands to nature.
It could be done, the researchers found, while preserving an abundant food supply for people and
while also staying within the time scale to keep global temperatures from rising past 2 degrees Celsius, the
upper target of the Paris Agreement."
Somini Sengupta, "Europe Moves to Protect Nature, but Faces Criticism Over Subsidizing Farms: The
proposal would protect 30 percent of the continent’s land and water by 2030," The New York Times, October 23,
2020, https://www.nytimes.com/2020/10/23/climate/europe-nature-farms.html, reported, "The European Union’s
Environment Council on Friday endorsed the proposal by the president of the European Union to create
protected areas for 30 percent of the continent’s land and water by 2030, along with legally binding
measures to tighten forest protections.
But Europe’s governing body also was criticized by environmental and climate activists for not
curbing agricultural subsidies that drive pollution."
Kendra Chamberlain, "Worsening air quality in Permian Basin ‘cause for concern’," New Mexico Political
Report, August 3, 2020, https://nmpoliticalreport.com/2020/08/03/worsening-air-quality-in-permian-basin-causefor-concern/?mc_cid=0ebaf8e8b2&mc_eid=cde7993ced, reported, "In early July, a key ambient air quality
monitor near Carlsbad was abruptly shut down, after a monitoring station operator noticed the A/C unit at the site
wasn’t working properly and the facility was getting too hot for the electronics.
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Nichols is worried about the incident because the monitor in question had recorded ozone levels in that
area exceeding the federal standards before it was shut off. Now, it’s not reporting any data on air quality
in the Carlsbad area."
“It basically means that people are not getting any information on the quality of the air they
breathe,” he said. “And for a region like Carlsbad, which over the past several years has had really high air
pollution levels, that’s pretty worrisome.”
"High ozone levels are just one red flag for the region’s air quality amid record oil production.
Methane emissions are also on the rise. The Permian Basin now releases more methane than any other oil
field in the country, which experts agree is also bad for human health in the region."
Kendra Chamberlain, "Report identifies huge amounts of flaring occurring in the Permian," New Mexico
Political Report, August 6, 2020 A new report released by the Western Environmental Law Center (WELC)
and authored by Thomas Singer, who served on the state’s Methane Advisory Panel, tracked huge amounts of
natural gas flaring in the Permian Basin. The report found flaring doubled from 2017 to 2018, from 14.9 to
33.4 billion cubic feet, and declined slightly to 30.8 billion cubic feet last year. That was enough gas to supply
the home heating and cooking needs of 80 percent of New Mexico households for the entire year, according
to the report.
The report also found that a small number of major producers in the oilfield account for large shares
of natural gas flaring. One producer, Ameredev, flared 78 percent of its gas production, while other major
producers flared between 38 percent to just 4 percent of gas production. And some operators have permits from the
state Oil Conservation District to flare wells continuously on a rolling basis for years.
The report comes as the Energy, Minerals and Natural Resources Department (EMNRD) has
proposed methane regulations that would require oil and gas operators to capture 98 percent of natural gas
they produce. You can read more about the draft rules here (https://nmpoliticalreport.com/2020/07/22/draftmethane-rules-focus-on-data-collection-technological-solutions/).
WELC has released a set of recommendations that Singer argues would help tighten the state’s draft
methane rules.
Requiring oil and gas companies to capture and sell 98 percent of the gas they produce, as proposed,
would be the toughest venting and flaring rule in the nation,” Singer said in a statement. 'But it’s not
enough to be tough on paper – the rule needs to be strengthened to provide more transparency and
accountability for the public, to work equally well for the San Juan Basin and the New Mexico Permian, and
assure that it will be strictly enforced to end the ongoing, massive waste of natural gas."
Read the full report, Kendra Chamberlain, Draft methane rules focus on data collection, technological
solutions," New Mexico Political Report, July 22, 2020, https://nmpoliticalreport.com/2020/07/22/draft-methanerules-focus-on-data-collection-technological-solutions/.
Alissa J. Rubin and Clifford Krauss, "Southern Iraq’s Toxic Twilight: Burning Gas and Poisoning the Air,"
The New York Times, July 17, 2020, https://www.nytimes.com/2020/07/16/world/middleeast/iraq-gas-flaringcancer-environment.html, reported, "Iraq is the rare country that imports gas but also burns natural gas from
oil wells into the air. The wasted gas is enough to power three million homes. Burning it is making people
sick."
Jessica Corbett, "'We Are Expecting the Worst': Alarm Over Eco Crisis Grows Amid Fears Ship Leaking
Oil Near Mauritius Could Break in Two: Climate campaigers charge that "this oil leak is not a twist of fate, but the
choice of our twisted addiction to fossil fuels," Common Dreams, August 10, 2020,
https://www.commondreams.org/news/2020/08/10/we-are-expecting-worst-alarm-over-eco-crisis-grows-amidfears-ship-leaking-oil-near?cdorigin=rss&utm_term=AO&utm_campaign=Daily%20Newsletter&utm_content=email&utm_source=Daily%20Ne
wsletter&utm_medium=Email, reported, "Urgent efforts to contain an oil spill off the coast of
Mauritius reportedly ramped up on Monday due to fears that a cracked ship spilling fuel into the Indian
Ocean—polluting nearby coral reefs, mangrove forests, and beaches of the island nation—could soon split
in two, exacerbating the local environmental crisis.
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Though the Japanese-owned vessel ran aground on a coral reef near Mauritius on July 25, work to safely
remove the estimated 4,000 tonnes of oil it was carrying kicked off last week, when the ship starting seeping fuel
into the ocean. Over 1,000 tonnes of oil is believed to have leaked into the surrounding waters.
The Associated Press reported Monday that "high winds and waves are pounding the MV Wakashio," a
ship owned by Nagashiki Shipping and operated by Mitsui OSK Lines, also based in Japan. The
vessel departed China on July 14 and was bound for Brazil, but is now leaking oil about a mile from Mauritius,
which is east of the African continent.
Mauritius Prime Minister Pravind Jugnauth has declared an environmental emergency and called for
international help. France, which formerly colonized the island nation, dispatched a naval vessel, a military
aircraft, and technical advisers while Japan said Sunday it would send a six-person team to help."
Eric Lipton, "A Regulatory Rush by Federal Agencies to Secure Trump’s Legacy: With the president’s reelection in doubt, cabinet departments are scrambling to finish dozens of new rules affecting millions of
Americans," The New York Times, October 17, 2020, https://www.nytimes.com/2020/10/16/us/politics/regulatoryrush-federal-agencies-trump.html, reported, "Facing the prospect that President Trump could lose his reelection bid, his cabinet is scrambling to enact regulatory changes affecting millions of Americans in a blitz
so rushed it may leave some changes vulnerable to court challenges.
The effort is evident in a broad range of federal agencies and encompasses proposals like easing limits on
how many hours some truckers can spend behind the wheel, giving the government more freedom to collect
biometric data and setting federal standards for when workers can be classified as independent contractors rather
than employees."
Jessica Corbett, "'Big Win for Our Climate and for Communities' as Federal Panel Rejects Attack on
Rooftop Solar in US: However, green groups and renewable advocates also expressed concern that another new
FERC decision will hamper clean energy expansion," Common Dreams, July 16, 2020,
https://www.commondreams.org/news/2020/07/16/big-win-our-climate-and-communities-federal-panel-rejectsattack-rooftop-solar-us?cdorigin=rss&utm_term=AO&utm_campaign=Daily%20Newsletter&utm_content=email&utm_source=Daily%20Ne
wsletter&utm_medium=Email, reported, "Federal regulators on Thursday released a pair of decisions
expected to impact the expansion of renewable power nationwide—one that was celebrated by
environmentalists and clean energy advocates as a crucial win and another that critics warned 'could lead to
more pollution by propping up fossil fuel power plants.'
The Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) delivered a victory to supporters of renewables
by rejecting an April petition from the New England Ratepayers Association (NERA) calling for federal
rather than local jurisdiction over solar net-metering policies, which had provoked strong condemnation
from a bipartisan group of congressional lawmakers, solar investors, and hundreds of advocacy groups.
As Public Citizen explained last month:
Net-metering is a billing mechanism that credits solar power generators for the electricity they add to the
grid. It is a crucial component of rooftop solar project financing because it makes solar energy systems affordable
for small businesses and families through energy credits for the solar power they generate. The NERA petition
would grant FERC sole jurisdiction to govern such programs through the Public Utility Regulatory Policy Act
[PURPA] or Federal Power Act.
Public Citizen, the Center for Biological Diversity, and over 450 other environmental, faith, and consumer
groups sent a letter to FERC in June arguing that 'state net-metering policies and distributed solar systems are
foundational to achieving the nation's urgently needed clean and just energy transition—to address historical
environmental injustices, fight the climate emergency, and ensure long-term resilience.'
Howard Crystal, an attorney with the Center for Biological Diversity's energy justice program, authored
a legal intervention filed with FERC regarding the petition. In a statement Thursday, he welcomed the Republicanled commission's rejection of the NERA proposal.
'This is a big win for our climate and for communities embracing clean solar power,' Crystal said. 'FERC's
unanimous ruling ensures that states can keep appropriately compensating people who install rooftop solar. That
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allows community solar and other distributed renewables to continue playing a critical role in the urgent transition
to clean energy.'
Abigail Ross Hopper, president and CEO of the Solar Energy Industries Association, applauded the panel's
dismissal of the 'flawed petition' in a statement that highlighted the solar industry's record on job creation and
contributions to the U.S. economy.
'Our industry holds great promise to help create jobs and revive local economies,' she said. 'We are grateful
to the state utility commissions and many other partners who strongly opposed this petition. We will continue
working in the states to strengthen net metering policies to generate more jobs and investment and we will
advocate for fair treatment of solar at FERC where it has jurisdiction.'
Tom Rutigliano, an advocate in the Sustainable FERC Project, which is housed at the Natural Resources
Defense Council (NRDC), similarly welcomed the decision, saying that 'FERC did one thing right today in
rejecting the outrageous petition that would have upended the ability of rooftop solar owners to get a fair price for
the excess electricity they generate.'
However, Rutigliano expressed concern about the panel's vote to overhaul PURPA, which is more than
40 years old and has been key to renewable energy growth across the country. As he put it: 'Instead of
promoting small, clean generation, FERC is undercutting the ability of solar and wind power to get a fair
chance to compete.'
Noting that 'utilities have long sought changes to the law' over cost concerns while solar and wind
developers say it 'is critical to giving renewables a leg up in states that aren't greenleaning,' Bloomberg reported Thursday that the panel reduced the mandatory purchase obligation for utilities
to five megawatts from 20 megawatts in some markets, and gave states more authority to set the price at
which small generators sell their power. The 'one-mile rule,' which determines whether generation facilities
should be considered to be part of a single facility, was also changed. The agency will now require that
qualifying facilities demonstrate commercial viability.
Commissioner Richard Glick, the lone Democrat on the panel, dissented in part but said that the changes
would benefit consumers. 'Under the old regime, customers were overpaying for power they were receiving' to the
tune of $2.2 billion to $3.9 billion, he said.
Rutigliano warned that 'homeowners putting solar panels on their roof, farmers leasing their land to
wind turbines, and industrial facilities with efficient on-site power all lose under FERC's rule today.'
`
'FERC is pushing the nation to use more fossil fuels,' he said, 'just when it should be doing everything
it can to support clean power.'
Our work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-Share Alike 3.0 License."
Lisa Friedman, "E.P.A. Rejects Its Own Findings That a Pesticide Harms Children’s Brains: The agency’s
new assessment directly contradicts federal scientists’ conclusions five years ago that chlorpyrifos can stunt brain
development
in
young
children,"
The
New
York
Times, September
23,
2020,
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/09/23/climate/epa-pesticide-chlorpyrifos-children.html, reported, "The Trump
administration has rejected scientific evidence linking the pesticide chlorpyrifos to serious health problems,
directly contradicting federal scientists’ conclusions five years ago that it can stunt brain development in
children.
The Environmental Protection Agency’s assessment of the pesticide, which is widely used on soybeans,
almonds, grapes and other crops, is a fresh victory for chemical makers and the agricultural industry, as well as the
latest in a long list of Trump administration regulatory rollbacks."
Coral Davenport, "Trump Administration Releases Plan to Open Tongass Forest to Logging: The effort to
open the Alaskan wilderness area, the nation’s largest national forest, has been in the works for about two years," The
New York Times, September 24, 2020, https://www.nytimes.com/by/coral-davenport, reported, "The Trump
administration on Friday finalized its plan to open about nine million acres of the pristine woodlands of
Alaska’s Tongass National Forest to logging and road construction."
Catrin Einhorn, "Wolverines Don’t Require Protection, U.S. Officials Rule: The decision capped a quartercentury legal battle that exposed deep divisions over the role of government and how humans interact with nature.
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October 8, 2020, https://www.nytimes.com/2020/10/08/climate/wolverines-no-federal-protection.html, reported,"
The New York Times, "The federal government said Thursday that it had decided against protecting
wolverines, the elusive mammal that inspired a superhero and countless sports teams around America.
Despite fears that climate change threatens the animals’ habitat in the lower 48 states, the United States
Fish and Wildlife Service said Thursday that wolverine populations there were stable and that its own earlier
concerns about the effects of global warming on the species had been overstated."
"Protections Eliminated for Tongass National Forest," Pew Charitable Trust, E-mail received October 29,
2020,
https://view.pewtrusts.org/?qs=a418f48e4e6a4f3702f966cfb3a16ea16388cea9bab762389cf36443c51b5d2401050c
6c422ca675c74a04a3d64510bc2ad53c9059f46bfccd2e1f465dbbbb8958278b62336405d9da17855e0f065134,
reported, The U.S. Forest Service yesterday finalized its plan to eliminate protections for roadless areas in
Alaska's Tongass National Forest, the largest in the United States.Despite overwhelming local opposition,
the Trump administration decision will open 9.2 million acres to commercial logging and construction—and
allow clear-cutting in vast old-growth stands.
The decision to exempt the area from the Roadless Area Conservation Rule goes against strong
economic and scientific evidence.
3 Reasons the Cuts Don't Make Sense:
Logging here isn't profitable.
Salmon habitat will be sacrificed
Alaskans support the roadless rule protections."
Scott Wyland,"State fines natural gas company $5.3M for air pollution," Santa Fe New Mexican, July 7,
2020,
https://www.santafenewmexican.com/news/local_news/state-fines-natural-gas-company-5-3m-for-airpollution/article_1d167584-c08a-11ea-a962-ff9409dc686c.html?utm_source=Environment+WrapUp&utm_campaign=14a7c6ba03EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2017_07_12_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_be5ca4cdac-14a7c6ba03142253585&mc_cid=14a7c6ba03&mc_eid=cde7993ced, reported, "State regulators have slapped natural gas
giant DCP Midstream with a $5.3 million fine for violating state and federal air pollution laws at its eight
New Mexico plants.
Between December 2017 and June 2019, the Denver-based company logged 367 excess emissions in
New Mexico, totaling 2.1 million pounds of pollutants, the state Environment Department said in a statement
released Tuesday.
The fine comes with an order for DCP to immediately comply with air-emission limits and operating
requirements, the agency said."
Posrted by BeauHD, "Spreading Rock Dust On Fields Could Remove Vast Amounts of CO2 From Air,"
Slashdot, July 9, 2020, https://news.slashdot.org/story/20/07/09/0035227/spreading-rock-dust-on-fields-couldremove-vast-amounts-of-co2-from-air, reported that spreading dust from readily available basalt, and some
other rocks' dust, on farmland could pull billions of tons of carbon dioxide out of the air every year, as
indicated by the first detailed global analysis of the technique, published in Nature
(https://www.nature.com/articles/s41586-020-2448-9). "The chemical reactions that degrade the rock particles lock
the greenhouse gas into carbonates within months, and some scientists say this approach may be the best near-term
way of removing CO2 from the atmosphere. The rock dust approach, called enhanced rock weathering (ERW), has
several advantages, the researchers say. First, many farmers already add limestone dust to soils to reduce
acidification, and adding other rock dust improves fertility and crop yields, meaning application could be routine
and desirable."
Brad Plumer, "Environmentalists and Dam Operators, at War for Years, Start Making Peace: Facing a
climate crisis, environmental groups and industry agree to work together to bolster hydropower while reducing
harm
from
dams,"
The
New
York
Times, October
13,
2020,
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https://www.nytimes.com/2020/10/13/climate/environmentalists-hydropower-dams.html, reported, "The industry
that operates America’s hydroelectric dams and several environmental groups announced an unusual
agreement Tuesday to work together to get more clean energy from hydropower while reducing the
environmental harm from dams, in a sign that the threat of climate change is spurring both sides to rethink
their decades-long battle over a large but contentious source of renewable power."
"In a joint statement, industry groups and environmentalists said they would collaborate on a set of
specific policy measures that could help generate more renewable electricity from dams already in place,
while retrofitting many of the nation’s 90,000 existing dams to be safer and less ecologically damaging."
Christopher Flavelle, "Rising Seas Threaten an American Institution: The 30-Year Mortgage: Climate
change is starting to transform the classic home loan, a fixture of the American experience and financial system
that
dates
back
generations,"
The
New
York
Times,
June
24,
2020,
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/06/19/climate/climate-seas-30-year-mortgage.html, reported, "Home buyers are
increasingly using mortgages that make it easier for them to stop making their monthly payments and walk
away from the loan if the home floods or becomes unsellable or unlivable. More banks are getting buyers in
coastal areas to make bigger down payments — often as much as 40 percent of the purchase price, up from
the traditional 20 percent — a sign that lenders have awakened to climate dangers and want to put less of
their own money at risk.
And in one of the clearest signs that banks are worried about global warming, they are increasingly getting
these mortgages off their own books by selling them to government-backed buyers like Fannie Mae, where
taxpayers would be on the hook financially if any of the loans fail."
Hiroko Tabuchi, "New Rule in California Will Require Zero-Emissions Trucks: More than half of trucks
sold in the state must be zero-emissions by 2035, and all of them by 2045," The New York Times, June 25, 2020,
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/06/25/climate/zero-emissions-trucks-california.html, reported, "Rebuffing strong
opposition from industry, California on Thursday adopted a landmark rule requiring more than half of all
trucks sold in the state to be zero-emissions by 2035, a move that is expected to improve local air quality, rein
in greenhouse gas emissions and sharply curtail the state’s dependence on oil."
Adam Carlesco, "Why Trump Wants to Kill The Biggest Environmental Law You've Never Heard Of:
NEPA is one of the biggest federal policies ever enacted to protect our environment. But Trump is out to gut it—
here's why," Common Dreams, July 8, 2020, https://www.commondreams.org/views/2020/07/07/why-trumpwants-kill-biggest-environmental-law-youve-never-heard?cdorigin=rss&utm_term=AO&utm_campaign=Daily%20Newsletter&utm_content=email&utm_source=Daily%20Ne
wsletter&utm_medium=Email, reported, "Following the rapid industrialization and population boom of the
early 1900s, the environment stood as a casualty of society’s capitalistic growth. Rivers caught fire, DDT
crashed bird populations, and scientists feared devastating harms caused by the escalating concentration of CO2 in
the atmosphere. These issues were exacerbated by the lack of federal regulation, as states led a “race-to-thebottom” where environmental protections were slashed to ease the way for industry. Something had to be done to
prevent the rapid destruction of natural resources and the planet.
After analyzing the vast web of issues leading to environmental damage, Congress passed the
National Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (NEPA). In enacting NEPA, Congress recognized “the profound
impact of man’s activity on the interrelations of all components of the natural environment… [and] the
critical importance of restoring and maintaining environmental quality to the overall welfare and
development of man[.]”
Over the past 50 years of implementation and interpretation in the courts, NEPA has become the
foundational cornerstone of U.S. environmental law, and nations worldwide have replicated its model.
NEPA Requires Federal Agencies To Understand Environmental Impacts
Within NEPA, Congress declared “that it is the continuing policy of the federal government… to use all
practicable means and measures… to create and maintain conditions under which man and nature can exist in
productive harmony, and fulfill the social, economic, and other requirements of present and future generations of
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Americans.” The entire premise of this law is to make sure that the federal government looks before it leaps –
forcing it to understand the ramifications of its actions and how those decisions will ripple out over time.
To this end, NEPA requires federal agencies to consider the environmental impacts of their actions,
including direct action by an agency or the permitting of private activity (like when an agency issues a
permit for a private company to frack). The primary decision-making agency is tasked with doing an
environmental assessment of the project. If it imposes a significant impact, then a more in-depth
environmental impacts statement is required. That next step is a collaborative process where meaningful
involvement from affected communities and stakeholders is absolutely vital because they typically have the
most knowledge of the local conditions and history.
Legal interpretation of NEPA led to the White House Council for Environmental Quality (CEQ)
being formed to craft regulations on how agencies implement NEPA. These rules have been consistent for
more than 40 years, requiring consideration of all direct, indirect and cumulative impacts of any project
under review.
But the Trump administration is looking to change this.
Trump Gutting NEPA Aids Polluters And Muzzles The Public
First, Trump’s CEQ is trying to remove requirements to review related and cumulative effects of
agency action. This intentionally prevents agencies from considering issues like overall emissions from fossil
fuel infrastructure networks or related projects under development within a region. These new amendments
to the regulations are tailored to allow industry-favoring regulators to ignore climate change and the
foreseeable consequences of their policies and permitting.
The proposed rules also expand “categorical exclusions” to allow far more projects to skirt the
review stage, excusing polluting projects from even the most basic review of the environmental impacts they
will cause. For example, these exemptions would allow the federal government to issue multi-million dollar
loan guarantees to private factory farms — basically subsidizing the largest source of pollution in American
waterways.
Even worse, the administration is attempting to restrict public engagement within the NEPA review
process: shortening timelines, limiting the scope of comments, and providing bureaucrats great freedom in
how they exclude the public from the review process.
To top it all off, in proposing these regulatory changes, CEQ refused to perform an environmental
justice review (as required by law) that would look at how these sweeping regulatory changes impact the
most vulnerable communities." This would appear to set up the entire Trump administration action to be thrown
out in the courts, if it went into effect/
Although the rate of growth of solar and wind power slowed during the pandemic in 2020, it still
increased by 7 percent world-wide, while over-all energy use declined by 5 percent (Stanley Reed,
"Renewable Energy Gains Ground Even in a Pandemic," The New York Times, November 11, 2020.
The U.S. Internal Revenue Service (IRS) clarified the rules for taking an extensive tax credit for
companies trapping carbon dioxide from industrial and power producing processes to keep the greenhouse
gas from entering the atmosphere, allowing firms to take advantage of the credit, likely simulating more
such projects (Brad Plumer, "Projects to Bury Carbon Dioxide Get a Lift," The New York Times, June 25, 2020).
The Trump Administration, in July 2020, announced meaningless new EPA standards for aviation
emissions, as the world's airlines already more than meet them (Coral Davenport, "E.P.A. Proposes
Standards for Aviation Emissions that Airlines Already Meet," The New York Times, July 23, 2020).
Lisa Friedman and Coral Davenport, "E.P.A. Won’t Regulate Toxic Compound Linked to Fetal Brain
Damage: The move was widely expected after The New York Times reported last month that the agency’s
administrator had decided to effectively defy a court order," The New York Times, June 18, 2020,
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/06/18/climate/trump-epa-perchlorate.html, reported, "The Trump administration
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on Thursday finalized a decision not to impose any limits on perchlorate, a toxic chemical compound found
in rocket fuel that contaminates water and has been linked to fetal and infant brain damage.
The move by the Environmental Protection Agency was widely expected, after The New York Times
reported last month that Andrew Wheeler, the E.P.A. administrator, had decided to effectively defy a court order
that required the agency to establish a safe drinking-water standard for the chemical by the end of June. In addition
to not regulating, the E.P.A. overturned the underlying scientific finding that declared perchlorate a serious health
risk for five million to 16 million people in the United States."
Lisa Friedman, "E.P.A. Rejects Its Own Findings That a Pesticide Harms Children’s Brains: The agency’s
new assessment directly contradicts federal scientists’ conclusions five years ago that chlorpyrifos can stunt brain
development
in
young
children,"
The
New
York
Times, September
23,
2020,
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/09/23/climate/epa-pesticide-chlorpyrifos-children.html, reported, "The Trump
administration has rejected scientific evidence linking the pesticide chlorpyrifos to serious health problems,
directly contradicting federal scientists’ conclusions five years ago that it can stunt brain development in
children.
The Environmental Protection Agency’s assessment of the pesticide, which is widely used on soybeans,
almonds, grapes and other crops, is a fresh victory for chemical makers and the agricultural industry, as well as the
latest in a long list of Trump administration regulatory rollbacks."
A new study shows a clear link between exposure to toxic chemicals and coming down with Parkinson's
disease (Jane E. Brody, "The Link Between Parkinson’s Disease and Toxic Chemicals: A new book calls the
increasing prominence of Parkinson’s 'a man-made pandemic,'” The New York Times, July 20, 2020,
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/07/20/well/live/parkinsons-disease-toxic-chemicals.html).
Amazon Watch reported in an E-mail, 6/23/20, "Indigenous communities across the Ecuadorian
Amazon are sheltering in place to avoid the spread of COVID-19, while also facing the largest oil spill in the
last 15 years. They are now witnessing their homes, drinking water, and food sources being destroyed.
Unfortunately, even in the middle of a pandemic, Indigenous activists must continue to defend their territories
from extractive industries."
Ernesto Londoño and Letícia Casado, "Under Pressure, Brazil’s Bolsonaro Forced to Fight Deforestation:
After fending off international criticism on rainforest destruction, President Jair Bolsonaro caved to pressure and
took steps to curb deforestation and forest fires," The New York Times," August 2,
2020, https://www.nytimes.com/2020/08/01/world/americas/Brazil-amazon-deforestation-bolsonaro.html,
reported, "Under pressure from European governments, foreign investors and Brazilian companies
concerned about the country’s reputation, Mr. Bolsonaro has banned forest fires for the four months of the
dry season and set up a military operation against deforestation."
"Environmentalists, experts and foreign officials who have pressed Brazil on conservation matters
are skeptical of the government’s commitment, afraid these actions amount to little more than damage
control at a time when the economy is in deep trouble."
Conservation Voters of New Mexico reported via E-mail, June 19, 2020, "This is historic news: after years
of your support and perseverance, yesterday morning the Interstate Stream Commission (ISC) voted to end the
Gila Diversion project. The plan to dam the last free flowing stretch of river in New Mexico has been in the
works in some form for the last 30 years. That’s why community members and leaders, like the Gila
Conservation Coalition, have been fighting to protect the Gila River from being diverted for more than a
decade, and identify cost-effective sustainable alternatives to meet community water needs."
Andrea Germanos, "In Blow to Trump and Win for Bears, Federal Appeals Court Upholds Endangered
Species Protections for Yellowstone Grizzlies: 'This decision solidifies the belief of numerous wildlife advocates
and native tribes that protecting grizzly bears should be based upon science and the law and not the whims of
special interest groups,'" Common Dreams, July 8, 2020, https://www.commondreams.org/news/2020/07/08/blow145

trump-and-win-bears-federal-appeals-court-upholds-endangered-species?cdorigin=rss&utm_term=AO&utm_campaign=Daily%20Newsletter&utm_content=email&utm_source=Daily%20Ne
wsletter&utm_medium=Email, reported, "Conservation and tribal groups scored a legal victory Wednesday
after a federal appeals court rejected the Trump administration's bid to remove endangered species
protections for Yellowstone-region grizzly bears.
The ruling from the Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals, which upholds a Montana district court's decision,
means grizzlies in the national park and surrounding area won't be subjected to trophy hunting.
The Trump administration in 2017 paved the way for such hunts by announcing the bears would be losing
their federal protections, citing increased population numbers. That decision prompted objections from wildlife
advocates who said it rejected science, including the climate crisis's impact on the bears' food sources and the need
for higher population numbers to boost their long-term genetic health.
Judge Mary M. Schroeder wrote in the opinion for court that 'because there are no concrete, enforceable
mechanisms in place to ensure long-term genetic health of the Yellowstone grizzly, the district court correctly
concluded that the 2017 rule is arbitrary and capricious in that regard.'
Matthew Bishop, an attorney at the Western Environmental Law Center who argued the case, welcomed
the ruling.
'Grizzlies require continued protection under federal law until the species as a whole is rightfully
recovered,' Bishop said in a statement. 'The best available science says not only are grizzly bears still recovering,
but they also need our help to bounce back from an extinction threat humans caused in the first place.'
'Misrepresenting the facts to promote killing threatened grizzly bears for fun is disgraceful,' said Bishop,
adding that he's 'glad the judges didn't fall for it.'
Accordidng to Sarah McMillan, conservation director for WildEarth Guardians, one of the plaintiffs in the
lawsuit, the ruling represents 'a triumph of science over politics.'
'This decision solidifies the belief of numerous wildlife advocates and native tribes that protecting
grizzly bears should be based upon science and the law and not the whims of special interest groups, such as
those who want to trophy hunt these great bears,' she said.
Our work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-Share Alike 3.0 License."
Henry Fountain, "Global Warming Is Driving Polar Bears Toward Extinction, Researchers Say: By
century’s end, polar bears worldwide could become nearly extinct as a result of shrinking sea ice in the Arctic if
climate change continues unabated, scientists said," The New York Times, July 20, 2020,
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/07/20/climate/polar-bear-extinction.html, reported, "Polar bears could become
nearly extinct by the end of the century as a result of shrinking sea ice in the Arctic if global warming
continues unabated, scientists said Monday."
Scott Wyland, "Conservation group, agencies reach ‘understanding’ on spotted owl," Santa Fe New
Mexican, July 8, 2020, https://www.santafenewmexican.com/news/local_news/conservation-group-agencies-reachunderstanding-on-spotted-owl/article_bf0dc780-c156-11ea-a5ce07e900fd2255.html?utm_source=Environment+Wrap-Up&utm_campaign=14a7c6ba03EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2017_07_12_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_be5ca4cdac-14a7c6ba03142253585&mc_cid=14a7c6ba03&mc_eid=cde7993ced, reported, "An environmental advocacy group has
agreed to drop its pending lawsuit that accused federal agencies of planning forestry projects that could
harm the Mexican spotted owl.
The bird's nesting grounds on national forest land in New Mexico and Arizona have become hotly
contested battlegrounds. A separate complaint alleging federal agencies failed to properly monitor the threatened
owl prompted a federal judge to halt timber activities in owl habitat last year.
Framed as 'a new understanding,' a truce was reached this week between the Center for Biological
Diversity, the U.S. Forest Service, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, the states of New Mexico and Arizona,
and the Eastern Arizona Counties Organization.
In return for the Center for Biological Diversity scrapping its litigation, the Forest Service has
ensured tree-thinning and controlled burns in six national forests in New Mexico and Arizona will better
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protect the Mexican spotted owl, which has been listed as threatened since 1993 under the Endangered
Species Act." In addition, the Forest Service agreed to undertake a new habitat monitoring program, and to present
all Mexican spotted owl related data to the public in a standardized format."
"Victory! Federal Judge Rules Administration’s Bird-Killing Policy is Illegal: Today’s ruling makes it clear
that the administration must halt its attempt to roll back the Migratory Bird Treaty Act," Adubon Spociety, August
11,
2020,
https://www.audubon.org/news/victory-federal-judge-rules-administrations-bird-killing-policyillegal?ms=digital-eng-email-ea-x-engagement_20200812_eng-email_mbtavictory&utm_source=ea&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=engagement_20200812_engemail&utm_content=mbta-victory&emci=3c18cb65-d3dc-ea11-8b03-00155d0394bb&emdi=06287607-e3dc-ea118b03-00155d0394bb&ceid=710506, reported, - "'Like the clear crisp notes of the Wood Thrush, today’s court
decision cuts through all the noise and confusion to unequivocally uphold the most effective bird conservation
law on the books--the Migratory Bird Treaty Act,' said Sarah Greenberger, Interim Chief Conservation Officer
for the National Audubon Society. “This is a huge victory for birds and it comes at a critical time - science tells us
that we’ve lost 3 billion birds in less than a human lifetime and that two-thirds of North American birds are at risk
of extinction due to climate change.'
United States District Court Judge Valerie Caproni ruled today that the legal opinion which serves as
the basis for the Trump administration rollback of the Migratory Bird Treaty Act does not align with the
intent and language of the 100-year-old law. In her ruling, Judge Caproni found that the policy 'runs counter to
the purpose of the MBTA to protect migratory bird populations' and is 'contrary to the plain meaning of the
MBTA'.
Today’s decision comes as a result of a series of lawsuits brought in 2018 by Audubon, several other
conservation groups, and eight states."
Mihir Zaveri, "Even Paper Bags Will Be Banned From N.J. Supermarkets: The bill, which would make the
state the first to ban single-use paper bags at supermarkets, would also ban single-use plastic bags in stores and
restaurants," The New York Times, September 25, 2020, https://www.nytimes.com/2020/09/25/nyregion/nj-paperplastic-bag-ban.html, reported, "The state Legislature on Thursday voted to make New Jersey the first in the
country to ban single-use paper bags in supermarkets along with all single-use plastic bags in stores and
restaurants."
Marguerite Holloway, "New England’s Forests Are Sick. They Need More Tree Doctors. Climate change
is taking a toll on woodlands in the Northeast. Many arborists say they are spending more time taking down dead
or
unhealthy
trees
than
ever
before,"
The
New
York
Times, October
7,
2020,
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/10/07/climate/new-england-treesforests.html?campaign_id=54&emc=edit_clim_20201007&instance_id=22904&nl=climatefwd%3A&regi_id=52235981&segment_id=40132&te=1&user_id=2984790c14170290245238c0cd4fd927,
reported, "As climate change accelerates, the trees in the Eastern forests of the United States are increasingly
vulnerable. For many arborists, the challenges facing trees are reshaping and expanding the nature of their work.
Many said they are spending more time on tree removal than ever before — taking down dead or unhealthy
trees, or trees damaged or felled by storms."
In New Mexico, the deaths of a large number of migratory birds were under investigation, in midSeptember 2020. Heat waves, drought and smoke from wildfires are being looked at as possible factors (Simon
Romero, "Mystery in New Mexico: Flocks of Birds are Dying and Scientists Seek Clues," The New York
Times, September 17, 2020).
"Boreal Forests: Spring Bird Migration and the Indigenous Stewardship That Sustains It, Let's use
spring migration to galvanize collective action across the continent," Audubon Society, March 13, 2020,
https://www.audubon.org/news/spring-bird-migration-and-indigenous-stewardship-sustains-it, reported, "The first
pulses of the flow of bird migration have already started coursing across the hemisphere. Early vanguards of the
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coming numbers of Red-winged Blackbird, Sandhill Crane, and American Woodcock left their southern U.S.
wintering grounds and made it to the northern U.S. and southern Canada over the last few weeks.
Boreal forest-breeding Yellow-bellied Sapsuckers, Ruby-crowned Kinglets, Palm Warblers and Yellowrumped Warblers are also pushing northward across the continent. Some, like the Ring-necked Ducks and
Northern Pintails, may show up in the southern edge of the boreal forest by early April, others perhaps not until
well into May. Still other species may not leave their South American wintering grounds for another month until
the flowing current of northward bird migrants becomes a sea in late April and May, flooding the continent with
returning birds and filling the air with their exuberant songs.
Billions of these birds are headed to Canada’s boreal forest. Stretching from Alaska to Labrador, it
serves as North America’s bird nursery. Every spring, birds arrive to raise their young, and every fall, 3 billion
to 5 billion birds fly out of the boreal to backyards, parks, and wildlands across the U.S. and Latin America.
Sustaining boreal nesting grounds ensures these waves of birds will continue washing over the hemisphere for
generations to come.
We all anticipate the return of migrant birds each spring. Their arrival is a fundamental reiteration of the
great cycles of nature and Earth. The days will get longer. Warmth will come again. Snow storms will be replaced
by rain. The grass will turn green. The trees will become clothed in leaves. It makes us thankful every spring.
Birders today celebrate spring migration through festivals, and what is now called the World
Migratory
Day. Indigenous peoples have their own traditions to celebrate the return of birds. In many First Nations of
Canada, the arrival of geese and ducks was the especially welcome return of an important food source after a long
winter season. To show gratitude for the return of the waterfowl, many Indigenous people have special feasts,
prayers, and dances that take place in the spring.
As these multitudes of birds make their way toward their boreal forest breeding grounds, it must be their
expectation that what awaits them are safe and healthy places to raise their young. We humans should find ways to
ensure that birds have those intact and healthy forests, wetlands, lakes, and rivers that they need.
Much of this rich bird habitat rests within the traditional territories of Indigenous Peoples, and
many Indigenous Nations are working to conserve large stretches of the boreal. Supporting this work helps
sustain the bird migration cycle for the entire hemisphere.
That’s why bird lovers look to Canada.
As part of the Convention on Biological Diversity, Canada plans to protect at least 25 percent of
lands and waters by 2025. It can reach that target by supporting and advancing Indigenous Conserved and
Protected Areas proposals. Another way is through support of Indigenous Guardians programs that manage and
provide stewardship for the millions of acres that this northward-moving sea of birds needs for survival in the
coming months. All of this together could show to the world a type of conservation leadership that is needed more
than ever. We should show strong support for this Indigenous-led conservation in the boreal."
Wild Earth Guardians, "Historic agreement sets new model for managing national forests, path to recovery
for threatened Mexican spotted owls: Agreement highlights the importance of a strong Endangered Species Act,
strong National Environmental Policy Act, and the ability of citizens to hold their government accountable,"
October 27, 2020, https://wildearthguardians.org/press-releases/mexican-spotted-owl-agreement/, reported,
"Contact
John
Horning,
Executive
Director,
WildEarth
Guardians:
(505)
795-5083,
jhorning@wildearthguardians.org; WildEarth Guardians, the U.S. Forest Service, and the U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service reached an agreement (http://pdf.wildearthguardians.org/support_docs/Stipulation-ofDismissal-MSO.pdf and http://pdf.wildearthguardians.org/support_docs/Stipulation-of-Dismissal-MSOAttachment1-60-day-NOI-Response.pdf) to resolve a major legal dispute over threatened Mexican spotted
owls and national forest protection in New Mexico and Arizona. A federal court issued an
injunction (https://wildearthguardians.org/press-releases/judge-rules-agencies-failing-to-ensure-recovery-ofmexican-spotted-owl-in-violation-of-endangered-species-act/) on tree cutting on national forests in the Southwest
that has been in place since September 2019. The injunction came in response to a lawsuit, originally filed in 2013
by WildEarth Guardians.
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The agreement requires the U.S. Forest Service to comply with the Endangered Species Act by
conducting annual Mexican spotted owl population trend monitoring through 2025, the key legal dispute at
issue and the legal basis for the federal judge’s order that the agency had violated the Act.
'This agreement provides a framework for the Forest Service to better protect national forests and
Mexican spotted owls,' said John Horning, Executive Director of WildEarth Guardians. 'By agreeing to
rigorously monitor species and track habitats, this management framework could be a national model for
the Forest Service to protect and recover threatened and endangered species.'
The agreement also contemplates that the Forest Service will comply with the requirements of the
Fish and Wildlife Service’s spotted owl recovery plan by identifying and protecting owls by surveying for
owls prior to ground-disturbing activities and protecting those areas where owls are found and tracking
long-term trends in the owl’s habitat. The agreement also establishes a Mexican spotted owl leadership
forum, something the agency recently created. The agreement applies to all 11 national forests in Arizona
and New Mexico, which cover over 20 million acres.
'WildEarth Guardians has tenaciously fought to protect the Mexican spotted owl and its ancient forest
habitat since the mid-1990s, when the species was first recognized as threatened,' said Steve Sugarman, a
Guardians founder and the attorney who litigated the case on behalf of WildEarth Guardians. “Hopefully, the
comprehensive management framework contemplated by the agreement reached by Guardians and the Forest
Service in this case will end the cycle of forest mismanagement and ensuing litigation.'
The agreement to end this litigation on the basis of a mutually agreed to management framework concludes
the latest chapter in a 25-year saga over the management of Mexican spotted owls on national forests in the
Southwest. During that period, beginning in 1996, the courts have sided with Guardians multiple times in its legal
advocacy to assure that the Forest Service accounts for old-growth dependent species in its approach to national
forest management in Arizona and New Mexico.
The agreement further requires the Forest Service to assess the effects of timber management activities
such as logging, thinning, and prescribed burning on the owls and their habitat. The Forest Service will then use its
monitoring data and assessments of effects, along with up-to-date scientific studies, to inform, constrain, and
modify ongoing and future timber management in owl habitat.
'We have long contended that the Forest Service’s claims that logging is good for owls is not based on
sound science,' stated Judi Brawer, WildEarth Guardians’ Wild Places Program Director. 'This agreement requires
the agency to finally assess the impacts of its timber management actions and adjust those actions accordingly to
ensure that they do not harm the owls or their habitat.'
The parties negotiated the agreement over a six-month period and the ultimate product reflects the efforts
of all of the parties to create a new paradigm for forest protection that will ensure that the agency funds, creates,
and abides by the latest and best available science.
'The agreement’s greatest significance is that it brings citizens, science, and the law together in the way that
the framers of environmental laws intended,' stated Horning 'The foundational principle of environmental laws is
that citizens uphold the laws. This is the core principle of healthy, functioning, and effective democracy, and one
that is currently under direct threat.'
Background: WildEarth Guardians filed the case in March 12, 2013 over the agencies’ failure to ensure the
recovery of the owl by collecting basic information, for more than 20 years, about the status of owl populations
across the Southwest. In September 2019, a federal district court judge in Arizona ruled that the agencies have
shirked their responsibilities to ensure that Forest Service management activities are making progress towards
recovery of the Mexican spotted owl. The ruling halted all “timber management actions” on six national forests in
New Mexico and Arizona, including all the national forests in New Mexico and the Tonto National Forest in
Arizona.
As the September 2019 decision explains, the Forest Service was required to implement a population
monitoring protocol for Mexican spotted owl since at least 1996. It was expected that, within 10-15 years,
management activities such as logging and prescribed burning that the agencies claimed would improve owl
habitat, supported by monitoring that would show the species recovery, would enable its de-listing from the
Endangered Species Act. Yet, as the decision stated, “Over twenty years later, delisting has not occurred, and
information about the current [Mexican spotted owl] population is still minimal.”
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Other Contact: Steve
stevensugarman@hotmail.com."

Sugarman,

Guardians

Founder

and

Attorney:

(505)

670-8283,

John Branch, "They’re Among The World’s Oldest Living Things. The Climate Crisis Is Killing Them:
California’s redwoods, sequoias and Joshua trees define the American West and nature’s resilience through the
ages. Wildfires this year were their deadliest test," The New York Times, December 12, 2020,
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2020/12/09/climate/redwood-sequoia-tree-fire.html, reported, "The wildfires
that burned more than four million acres in California this year were both historic and prophetic,
foreshadowing a future of more heat, more fires and more destruction. Among the victims, this year and in
the years to come, are many of California’s oldest and most majestic trees, already in limited supply," the
giant sequoia, the Joshua tree, and the coast redwood.
Catrin Einhorn and Christopher Flavelle, "A Race Against Time to Rescue a Reef From Climate Change:
In an unusual experiment, a coral reef in Mexico is now insured against hurricanes. A team of locals known as “the
“the Brigade” rushed to repair the devastated corals, piece by piece," The New York Times, December 5, 2020,
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/12/05/climate/Mexico-reef-climate-change.html, reported, "When Hurricane
Delta hit Puerto Morelos, Mexico, in October, a team known as the Brigade waited anxiously for the sea to
quiet. The group, an assortment of tour guides, diving instructors, park rangers, fishermen and researchers, needed
to get in the water as soon as possible. The coral reef that protects their town — an undersea forest of living
limestone branches that blunted the storm’s destructive power — had taken a beating.
Now it was their turn to help the reef, and they didn’t have much time." The longer it takes to take
corrective action, the less chance the reef will survive.
"Victory! Court of Appeals Upholds Decision to Prohibit Offshore Aquaculture in Gulf of Mexico: Fishing
and Public Interest Groups Applaud Reversal of Unprecedented Industrial Aquaculture Program," The Center for
Food Safety, August 3, 2020, https://www.commondreams.org/newswire/2020/08/03/victory-court-appeals-upholdsdecision-prohibit-offshore-aquaculture-gulf-mexico?cdorigin=rss&utm_term=AO&utm_campaign=Daily%20Newsletter&utm_content=email&utm_source=Daily%20New
sletter&utm_medium=Email, reported, "Today, the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Fifth Circuit held illegal the
Department of Commerce’s federal regulations that would have permitted, for the very first time, large-scale
industrial aquaculture operations offshore in U.S. federal waters (Court decision at:
https://www.centerforfoodsafety.org/files/ca5-gulf-aquaculture-decision_8_3_2020_71933.pdf_). The appellate
court affirmed a 2018 federal district court decision throwing those regulations out
(https://www.centerforfoodsafety.org/files/2018-09-25-dkt-94-order-re-x-msj-pl-granted-def-denied_05487.pdf). The
Trump Administration appealed the lower court’s ruling, and recently reiterated the Administration’s
commitment to developing commercial offshore aquaculture in federal waters. The 5th Circuit heard the case
in January 2020."
While it will not solve the entire problem, or end the debate about how cattle are raised in the U.S.
and elsewhere, and how much meat should be in people's diets, the cattle factory farming industry in the
United States has been seeking ways to reduce the amount of methane that cows produce by experimenting
with changing cattle diets and using supplements (Henry Fountain, "Belching Cows and Endless Feedlots:
Fixing Cattle’s Climate Issues: The United States is home to 95 million cattle, and changing what they eat could
have a significant effect on emissions of greenhouse gases like methane that are warming the world," The New
York Times, October 21, 2020, https://www.nytimes.com/2020/10/21/climate/beef-cattle-methane.html).
Catrin Einhorn, "U.S. to Remove Wolves From Protected Species List: Populations have rebounded in
recent decades, but some scientists on the panel that evaluated the proposal said it was deeply flawed," The New
York Times, October 29, 2020, https://www.nytimes.com/2020/10/29/climate/wolves-endangered-specieslist.html, reported, "Gray wolves, one of the first animals shielded by the Endangered Species Act after
Americans all but exterminated them in the lower 48 states, will no longer receive federal protection,
officials announced Thursday."
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"Environmentalists condemned the decision as dangerously premature and vowed to take the Fish
and Wildlife Service back to court, where they have successfully blocked previous attempts to strip wolves of
federal protections."
Eddie Estrada of the Endangered Species coalition reported in an E-mail, December 11, 2020, " This week
I heard some very sad news. The Monarch butterfly count done a few weeks ago has reached a critical low
point. If this is true, I’m afraid that Monarch butterfly numbers will never return to what they once were.
There’s also a chance that with our current situation, they will have a more difficult time repopulating.
This month the US Fish & Wildlife Service will also issue a decision on whether or not the Monarch
butterfly will receive protections under the Endangered Species Act. But sources tell me that the outlook is not
good."
Lisa Friedman, "Northern Right Whales Are on the Brink, and Trump Could Be Their Last Hope,"
The New York Times, July 10, 2020, https://www.nytimes.com/2020/07/09/climate/trump-north-atlantic-rightwhale.html, reported, "The species was declared critically endangered on Thursday, with fewer than 450 left."
After years of research, scientists at Washington University have solved the mystery of mysterious
salmon die-offs in Puget Sound to a chemical used in tire manufacture that in small quantities has been
reaching the ocean, beginning as roadway water runoff. The chemical also harms other fish species. The
researchers have been discussing the problem with tire makers in hopes of finding a safe substitute for the
toxin (Catrin Einhorn, "Finding a Mass Killer of Salmon in Puget Sound," The New York Times, December 3,
2020, https://www.nytimes.com/2020/12/03/climate/salmon-kill-washington.html).
"‘The Fish Rots From the Head’: How a Salmon Crisis Stoked Russian Protests: Plentiful salmon used to
be one of the few perks for residents of Russia’s Far East. Then the fish vanished, and many local residents blamed
President
Putin,"
The
New
York
Times,
August
15,
2020,
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/08/15/world/europe/Khabarovsk-Russia-Amur-protests-salmon.html,
reported,
"Along the Amur, one of Asia’s great waterways, Russians feel cheated, lied to and ignored. The wild
salmon fishery that they once took for granted is gone, they say, because Moscow granted large concessions
to enterprises that strung enormous nets across the river’s mouth."
Joseph Bullington, "The Rotten Core of Our Industrial Food System," In These Times, September 2020,
Reports that the terribly polluting, and in meat production extremely badly treating animals and harming
human health, industrial agriculture system has faltered in the pandemic, while much more sustainable,
healthy and environmentally friendly local agriculture has been moving to fill the supply space, possibly a
major step to an agricultural transition for the best.
"Great American Outdoors Act funds LWCF, pays for national park maintenance backlog," Wilderness
Society, August 4, 2020, https://www.wilderness.org/articles/blog/land-and-water-conservation-fund-fully-fundedafter-decades-uncertainty?ceid=556351&emci=83e711f3-becb-ea11-9b05-00155d03bda0&emdi=43fc4b39-6ad6ea11-9b05-00155d03bda0, reported, "For the first time since its creation in 1964, America’s most important
conservation program will now be able to fulfill its potential as a tool for protecting wildlands and
revitalizing communities.
The Great American Outdoors Act was signed into law on Aug. 4, permanently and fully funding the
Land and Water Conservation Fund (LWCF), which is considered a crucial tool for guaranteeing access to
public lands and helping ecosystems and communities mitigate and adapt to the effects of climate change."
In Australia, after the mining company Rio Tinto blew up two caves at the Juukan Gorge, sacred
sites and archeological treasure sites, to mine the iron ore below, company share holders revolted and fired
top managers. The company chairman said the mining firm would never again destroy important cultural
sites (Livia Albeck-Ripka, "Executives to Step Down After Rio Tinto Destroys Sacred Australian Sites: The
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mining giant’s chief executive was among those pushed out after shareholders revolted over the destruction of
ancient Indigenous sites in Western Australia," The New York Times, September 11, 2020,
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/09/11/business/rio-tinto-indigenous-sites.html).
Holly Binns, "Gulf of Mexico Deep-Sea Corals Win Protection: Federal rule restricts harmful fishing
gear where critical, vulnerable species grow, Pew, October 16, 2020, https://www.pewtrusts.org/en/researchand-analysis/articles/2020/10/16/gulf-of-mexico-deep-sea-corals-win-protection?utm_campaign=2020-1020+Latest&utm_medium=email&utm_source=Pew,
"They are fragile, ancient, and vital to the marine ecosystem. And now they’re protected. Federal officials
today issued a final rule to safeguard Gulf of Mexico deep-sea coral hot spots—priority areas for conservation,
management, and research—by restricting damaging fishing gear in most of those areas.
More than 11,000 people signed their names in support of the measure during a final round of public
comment in fall 2019; the plan was initiated in 2014 and went through multiple rounds of public input and
revision. The protections mark a major milestone in safeguarding coral ecosystems that provide food, shelter, and
breeding grounds for wildlife ranging from sharks and crabs to fish such as snapper and grouper.
The U.S. Department of Commerce secretary approved the first-of-its-kind plan that won initial approval in
June 2018 from the Gulf of Mexico Fishery Management Council. Before the vote, nearly 18,000 people signed
their names or wrote comments urging the council to act.
The decision designates 21 sites totaling 484 square miles (more than twice the size of New Orleans) as
Habitat Areas of Particular Concern. It also allows the Gulf council to recommend measures to avoid, mitigate, or
offset any adverse impacts from activities authorized by federal or state agencies at these sites, including oil and
gas exploration and drilling. In most of the new areas, the council restricted damaging fishing gear, such as trawls,
traps, anchors, and longlines, which can break or smother corals. Trolling and other hook-and-line fishing will still
be allowed, because those methods do not normally affect the deep ocean floor where these corals live."
U.S. Developments
Many of the reports in this issue of U.S. government legislation, agency action, and court decisions are
informed by electronic flyers from Hobbs, Straus, Dean and Walker, LLP, 2120 L Street NW, Suite 700,
Washington, DC 20037, http://www.hobbsstraus.com. Reports from Indian Country Today, from the web, are
listed as from ICTMN.
U.S. Government Developments
Presidential Actions
Vincent Schilling, "White House Tribal Nations Conference to return," ICT, November 9, 2020,
https://indiancountrytoday.com/news/white-house-tribal-nations-conference-to-returnQTcuOMyDQUyekJDhD8lWVQ, reported, "Julia Krieger, regional communications director for the Biden-Harris
campaign, confirmed in an email Sunday night to Indian Country Today that Joe Biden's administration will
'immediately reinstate' the White House Tribal Nations Conference, where tribal leaders are invited to
Washington, D.C,. to meet with high-ranking government leaders."
Congressional Developments
"Savanna’s Act and the Not Invisible Act Signed into Law," Friends Committee on National Legislation
(FCNL),
Native
American
Legislative
Update,
OCTOBER
2020,
https://fcnl.actionkit.com/mailings/view/14570?t=1&akid=14570%2e30420%2e3ye4dy,
stated,
"President
Trump signed Savanna’s Act and the Not Invisible Act into law on Oct. 10, following last month’s passage of
the two bills in the House. The bills will establish uniform law enforcement protocols and data collection standards
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in cases of missing and murdered Native Americans. They would also improve coordination between federal
agencies and law enforcement in responding to these cases.
Timothy McHugh, "FCNL Congratulates House on Savanna’s Act and Not Invisible Act Passage," Friends
Committee on National Legislation (FCNL),
September 22, 2020, https://www.fcnl.org/updates/fcnl-congratulates-house-on-savanna-s-act-and-not-invisibleact-passage2994?akid=14570.30420.3Ye4Dy&rd=1&t=13&utm_campaign=lam&utm_medium=email&utm_source=ak&utm
_term=14570.30420.3Ye4Dy, reported," The Friends Committee on National Legislation (FCNL) applauded
yesterday’s passage of both Savanna’s Act (H. R. 2733) and the Not Invisible Act of 2019 (H.R.2438) by the
full House of Representatives.
Contact: Tim McHugh, Friends Committee on National Legislation, media@fcnl.org; 202-903-2515
'At long last, Congress has passed bills to develop better law enforcement practices when it comes to crimes
against American Indians and Alaska Natives. This begins the process of ensuring better public safety in tribal
and urban Indian communities,” said Diane Randall, FCNL’s general secretary. 'As a Quaker organization, we
support legislation that honors the promises our country has made to Native Americans.'
Having previously passed the Senate, the bills will now go to the White House for the president’s
signature.
'These bills improve two of the most problematic issues plaguing Native communities – coordination
among law enforcement agencies and reporting practices,” said Kerri Colfer, FCNL’s Native American program
congressional advocate. 'A new crisis begins each time a Native woman goes missing. These crises are not limited
to remote, rural tribal reservations. They affect Native Americans and their families living in all major American
cities and states.'
Savanna’s Act (H.R. 2733) is named after Savanna LaFontaine Greywind, a pregnant Lakota woman who
went missing only to be found brutally murdered in August 2017. Its goal is to improve the responses to missing
and murdered Native women through coordination among tribal, federal, and local law enforcement
agencies. It also requires data on missing and murdered Native people to be compiled and reported.
The Not Invisible Act (H.R. 2438) aims to address the crisis of missing and murdered Native people
by creating an advisory committee on crime against American Indians and Alaska Natives to make
recommendations to the Department of Justice and Department of Interior.
FCNL and several Native American organizations have been working to ensure both houses of Congress
pass legislation to address the ongoing crisis of missing and murdered indigenous women throughout the United
States. Native women and girls face a murder rate 10 times the national average, and more than 4 in 5 Native
women have experienced violence.
To learn more, please visit www.fcnl.org."
"PROGRESS Act to Advance Tribal Self-Governance Enacted into Law," Hobbs-Straus GENERAL
MEMORANDUM 20-014, October 23, 2020, https://www.hobbsstraus.com/general_memo/general-memorandum20-014/, reported, "Almost 18 years of tribal efforts have culminated in a historic advance for tribal selfgovernance. On October 21, 2020, the Practical Reforms and Other Goals to Reinforce the Effectiveness of
Self-Governance and Self-Determination (PROGRESS) for Indian Tribes Act was signed into law as Public
Law 116-180 (Act). The Act, which amends Titles I and IV of the Indian Self-Determination and Education
Assistance Act (ISDEAA) had strong bipartisan support in the House and Senate, primarily from Members of
Senate Committee on Indian Affairs and the House Natural Resources Committee. It is designed to enhance selfgovernance for tribes, improve administrative efficiencies, further tribes’ ability to govern their own
communities, and more.... a copy of the Act [is available at: https://www.hobbsstraus.com/wpcontent/uploads/2020/10/GM_20-014_PROGRESS_Act_Enacted.pdf].
The Act amends IV of the ISDEAA specific to the Department of the Interior (DOI), to conform it
with Title V, the portion of the self-governance statute for the Department of Health and Human Services
(HHS). It creates administrative efficiencies by allowing tribes to carry out compacts with both DOI and
HHS under a similar statutory framework. Many self-governance tribes manage programs within both
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IHS and DOI, and the PROGRESS Act will reconcile differences, streamline administration, improve
efficiencies, and strengthen tribal economies.
The PROGRESS Act also makes important amendments to Title I which applies to self-determination
contracts with either the Secretary of HHS or the Secretary of the DOI for the planning, conduct, and
administration of programs, functions, services and activities that are otherwise provided to tribes and their
members pursuant to federal law, including clarifying reporting requirements, establishing rules of
interpretation, and providing for technical assistance to tribes.
Negotiated Rulemaking. The Act requires the Secretary of Interior to initiate negotiated rulemaking
proceedings within 90 days of enactment, which is January 19, 2021, one day before the Presidential Inauguration.
Nominations for appointment of tribal representatives to the rulemaking committee will be solicited.
Proposed Regulations. The Act requires that proposed regulations are to be published no later than 21
months after enactment."
"House OKs bill protecting Massachusetts tribe’s reservation," Washington Post, July 27, 2020,
https://www.washingtonpost.com/health/house-oks-bill-protecting-massachusetts-tribesreservation/2020/07/27/87715f28-d03b-11ea-826b-cc394d824e35_story.html, reported, The U.S. House of
Representatives has approved legislation that would prevent the Trump administration from rescinding a
Native American tribe’s contested reservation in Massachusetts.
The amendment, included in a broader spending package passed by the Democratic-controlled chamber
Friday, bars the Interior Department from revoking its 2015 decision to place some 300 acres of land into trust for
the Mashpee Wampanoag tribe.
The legislation also would prevent the agency from reversing a corresponding declaration of the lands as
the tribe’s sovereign reservation, where it could legally build a casino under the Indian Gaming Regulatory Act."
"H.R.
6237
PRC
for
Native
Veterans
Act,"
NCAI,
December
2020,
https://www.ncai.org/news/articles/2020/12/02/legislative-update-december-2-2020, reported, "The House
passed H.R.
6237
(https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/housebill/6237/text?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22hr6237%22%5D%7D&r=1&s=1), on November 16, 2020.
This legislation would require the Veterans Health Administration to reimburse the Indian Health Service
and tribal health facilities for healthcare provided to American Indian and Alaska Native veterans through
contracts with other medical providers, also known as purchased/referred care. H.R. 6237 was received in
the Senate and referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs for consideration.
NCAI Contact: Nicholas Courtney, Director of Policy, ncourtney@ncai.org/"
The Native American Voting Rights Act pf 2019-20 (HR 1694) has been introduced into both houses
of Congress, "To protect the voting rights of Native American and Alaska Native voters." Its provisions
would include:
"(a) In General.—The Office for Civil Rights at the Office of Justice Programs of the Department of Justice
(referred to in this section as the “Office”) shall establish and administer, in coordination with the Department of
the Interior, a Native American voting task force grant program, through which the Office shall provide financial
assistance to eligible applicants to enable those eligible applicants to establish and operate a Native American
Voting Task Force in each State with a federally recognized Indian Tribe."
(A) shall provide a minimum of one polling place for each precinct in which there are eligible voters who
reside on Indian lands, in a location selected by the Indian Tribe and at no cost to the Indian Tribe;
(B) shall provide, at no cost to the Indian Tribe, additional polling places in locations selected by an Indian
Tribe if, based on the totality of circumstances described in subsection (b), it is shown that not providing those
additional polling places would result in members of the Indian Tribe and individuals residing on the Indian
Tribe’s Indian lands having less opportunity to vote than eligible voters in that State or political subdivision who
are not members of an Indian Tribe and do not reside on Indian lands;
(C) shall, at each polling place located on Indian lands and at no cost to the Indian Tribe, make voting
machines, tabulation machines, ballots, provisional ballots, and other voting materials available to the same extent
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that such equipment and materials are made available at other polling places in the State or political subdivision
that are not located on Indian lands;
(D) shall, at each polling place located on Indian lands, conduct the election using the same voting
procedures that are used at other polling places in the State or political subdivision that are not located on Indian
lands;
(E) shall, at each polling place located on Indian lands, provide training, compensation, and other benefits
to election officials and poll workers at no cost to the Indian Tribe and to the same extent that such training,
compensation, and benefits are provided to election officials and poll workers at other polling places in the State or
political subdivision that are not located on Indian lands;
(F) shall cooperate in good faith with the efforts of the Indian Tribe to satisfy the requirements of
subsection (c); and
(G) may fulfill the State’s obligations under subparagraphs (A) and (B) by relocating existing polling
places, by creating new polling places, or both.
(b) Equitable Opportunities To Vote.—When assessing the opportunities to vote provided to members of an
Indian Tribe and to other eligible voters in the State residing on Indian lands in order to determine the number of
additional polling places (if any) that a State or political subdivision must provide in accordance with subsection
(a)(2)(B), the State, political subdivision, and any court applying this section, shall consider the totality of
circumstances of—
(1) the number of voting-age citizens assigned to each polling place;
(2) the distances that voters must travel to reach the polling places;
(3) the time that voters must spend traveling to reach the polling places, including under inclement weather
conditions;
(4) the modes of transportation, if any, that are available to voters to use to reach the polling places;
(5) the existence of and access to public transportation to the polling places; and
(6) any other factor relevant to effectuating the purposes of this Act."
There are also provisions for equitable voting by mail and early voting, and for the U.S. Attorney General
and private persons to bring lawsuits in cases of violations pf the act.
In addition, “(1) IN GENERAL.—Whenever any State or political subdivision subject to the prohibition of
subsection (b) of this section provides any registration or voting notices, forms, instructions, assistance, or other
materials or information relating to the electoral process, including ballots, it shall provide them in the language of
the applicable minority group as well as in the English language."
The entire act as introduced is available at: https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/housebill/1694/text?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22H.+R.+83%22%5D%7D&r=62&s=1.
Senator Elisabeth Warren (D-MA) and Representative Deborah Haaland (D-NM), in September 2020,
introduced H.R.8420 - To establish the Truth and Healing Commission on Indian Boarding School Policy in
the United States, and for other purposes. The bill was sent to the Committee on Education and Labor, and in
addition to the Committee on Natural Resources (https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/housebill/8420/actions).
Wasuta Waste Win, "'Remove the Stain Act' What is H.R. 3467?" Lakota Times, December 31, 2020,
https://www.lakotatimes.com/articles/remove-the-stain-act-what-is-h-r-3467, reported, "In the 116th Congress
(2019- 2020), Denny Heck, Representative from the 10th Congressional District in the state of Washington
sponsored H.R. 3467, the bill is cited as 'Remove the Stain Act.' If passed it would rescind each Medal of
Honor awarded for acts at Wound- ed Knee Creek on December 29, 1890; and for other purposes.'
It is further noted in the bill that, 'This engagement became known as the 'Wounded Knee Massacre,' and
took place between unarmed Native Americans and soldiers, heavily armed with standard issue army rifles as well
as four 'Hotchkiss guns' with five 37 mm barrels capable of firing 43 rounds per minute. Nearly two-thirds of the
Native Americans killed during the Massacre were unarmed women and children who were participating in a
ceremony to restore their traditional homelands prior to the arrival of European settlers.'
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The findings in the bill also note that 'Poor tactical emplacement of the soldiers meant that most of the
casualties suffered by the United States troops were inflicted by friendly fire.' And further that, 'On January 1st,
1891, Major General A. Miles, Commander of the Division of Missouri, telegraphed Major General John M.
Schofield, Commander-in-Chief of the Army notifying him that '[I]t is stated that the disposition of four hundred
soldiers and four pieces of artillery was fatally defective and large number of soldiers were killed and wounded by
the fire from their own ranks and a very large number of women and children were killed in addition to Indian
men.' In the findings, General Miles, 'contemporaneously stated that a '[w] holesale massacre occurred and I have
never heard of a more brutal, cold-blooded massacre than at Wounded Knee.'”
"S. 4886 - Durbin Feeling Native American Languages Act of 2020," NCAI, December 2020,
https://www.ncai.org/news/articles/2020/12/02/legislative-update-december-2-2020, reported, " On November 11,
2020, Senators Tom Udall (D-NM) and Lisa Murkowski (R-AK) introduced S. 4886, a bill directing the
President to review federal agencies compliance with the Native American Languages Act requirements and
make recommendations to improve interagency coordination in support of Native languages. S. 4886 would
also authorize a federal survey of Native language use and language revitalization program unmet needs
every five years. S. 4886 has been referred to the Senate Committee on Indian Affairs for further
consideration.
NCAI Contact: Nicholas Courtney, Director of Policy, ncourtney@ncai.org."
"S. 4909 - A bill to amend title 38, United States Code, to prohibit the collection of a health care
copayment by the Secretary of Veterans Affairs from a veteran who is a member of an Indian Tribe," NCAI,
December 2020, https://www.ncai.org/news/articles/2020/12/02/legislative-update-december-2-2020, reported,
"On November 18, 2020, Senators Jon Tester (D-MT) and Jerry Moran (R-KS) introduced S. 4909, a bill
prohibiting the Department of Veterans Affairs from collecting copayments from American Indian or
Alaska Native veterans for hospital care or medical services. S. 4909 is companion legislation to H.R. 4908,
introduced by Congressman Ruben Gallego (D-AZ). H.R. 4908 passed the House on September 22, 2020. S.
4909 has been referred to the Senate Committee on Veterans Affairs for further consideration.
NCAI Contact: Nicholas Courtney, Director of Policy, ncourtney@ncai.org."
"Bipartisan
Senate
COVID
Relief
Framework
Released,"
NCAI,
December
2020,
https://www.ncai.org/news/articles/2020/12/02/legislative-update-december-2-2020, reported, "On December 1,
2020, a bipartisan coalition of lawmakers from the House and Senate released a framework for a proposed
$908 billion coronavirus stimulus package. The package includes a $160 billion set-aside for tribal, state,
and local governments. Text for this framework is currently not available. NCAI will continue to monitor
coronavirus relief legislation, advocate for the interests of tribal nations, and share timely updates as they become
available. To review a chart of the proposed funding in the plan click here.
NCAI Contact: Fatima Abbas, Vice President of Government Relations, fabbas@ncai.org."
"Haaland, Cole, McCollum Introduce Bill to Protect Indigenous Burial Sites From Unlawful
Excavation, Theft," NCAI, September 17, 2020, https://www.ncai.org/news/articles/2020/09/17/haaland-colemccollum-introduce-bill-to-protect-indigenous-burial-sites-from-unlawful-excavation-theft, reported, "Today,
Members of the Congressional Native American Caucus leaders, Co-Chair Deb Haaland (N.M.-01), Co-Chair Tom
Cole (Okla.-04) and Co-Chair Emeritus Betty McCollum (Minn.-04) introduced and bill to protect indigenous
burial sites from unlawful excavation and theft. The bill will amend the Native American Graves Protection
and Repatriation Act (NAGPRA) to increase penalties for those who excavate and steal indigenous funerary
objects, sacred objects, and other cultural patrimony from Tribal sites. This bill also creates efficiency in the
administration and oversight of NAGPRA by transferring enforcement authority from the Interior’s U.S.
Fish and Wildlife Service to the Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA) — the appropriate Interior department that
works more closely with Tribes – and protects Tribe’s confidential information to prohibit the public
disclosure of culturally sensitive information."
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Representative
Haaland's
summery
is
at:
https://haaland.house.gov/sites/haaland.house.gov/files/wysiwyg_uploaded/OnePager_NAGPRAAmendment_091
72020.pdf.
The
Bill
text
is
at: https://haaland.house.gov/sites/haaland.house.gov/files/wysiwyg_uploaded/Bill_AmendingNAGPRA_0917202
0.pdf.
Federal Agency Developments
"IHS FY 2020 Tribal Self-Governance Program Planning Cooperative Agreements," Hobbs-Straus General
Memorandum 20-010, August 3, 2020, https://www.hobbsstraus.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/08/GM_20010_IHS-FY-2020-Self-Gov-Planning-Cooperative-Agreements.pdf, reported, "On July 30, 2020, the Indian
Health Service (IHS) announced in the FEDERAL REGISTER the availability of FY 2020 cooperative
agreements for planning purposes under the Tribal Self- Governance Program (TSGP). This competitive
grant program is authorized by Title V, Tribal Self-Governance Amendments of 2000, of the Indian SelfDetermination and Education Assistance Act, PL 93-638, as amended. The TSGP is designed to promote selfdetermination by allowing tribes to assume more control of IHS programs and services through compacts
negotiated with the IHS. Applications are due by October 28, 2020. A copy of the notice is available here:
https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/FR-2020-07-30/pdf/2020-16535.pdf
The purpose of this cooperative agreement is to provide planning resources to tribes interested in
participating in the TSGP and/or existing Self-Governance tribes interested in assuming new or expanded
Programs, Services, Functions and Activities (PSFAs). Under the agreements tribes may undertake planning such
as legal and budget research that leads to a greater understanding of which PSFAs they may want to assume and
any organizational changes that may be necessary to do so. Receipt of a planning grant is not a pre-requisite to
enter the TSGP .
There is $600,000 available to fund an expected five awards at $120,000 each.
To be eligible for the planning agreement, the applicant must be a tribe, tribal organization or inter-tribal
consortium and demonstrate financial stability and management capability by having had no significant and
material audit exceptions for three previous fiscal years. Alaska Native Villages or Village Corporations are not
eligible to apply for this funding if they are located within an area served by an Alaska Native regional health
entity already participating in the Alaska Tribal Health Compact. We note that the Native Village of Eyak, the
Eastern Aleutian Tribes, and the Council for Athabascan Tribal Governments have been deemed Alaska Native
regional health entities and are eligible to apply.
With regard to the required submission of resolutions accompanying the application, IHS requires that the
Division of Grants Management must receive an official Tribal Resolution prior to issuing a Notice of Award to
any applicant selected for funding. Resolutions must be received from all affected Tribes to be served. If a signed
resolution is not able to be provided prior to the submission of the application, a draft Tribal Resolution may be
submitted with the application pending the filing of a signed Resolution prior to a Notice of Award being made.
Applications are to be submitted electronically via www.Grants.gov. Detailed eligibility, application
criteria and contact information are contained in the announcement."
"IHS FY 2020 Self-Governance Program Negotiation Cooperative Agreements," Hobbs-Straus General
Memorandum 20-011, August 3, 2020, https://www.hobbsstraus.com/general_memo/general-memorandum-20011, reported, "On July 30, 2020, the Indian Health Service (IHS) published in the Federal Register a notice
of the availability of FY 2020 cooperative agreements for negotiation under the Tribal Self-Governance
Program (TSGP). This competitive grant program is authorized by Title V, Tribal Self-Governance Amendments
of 2000, of the Indian Self-Determination and Education Assistance Act, PL 93-638, as amended. The TSGP is
designed to promote self-determination by allowing tribes to assume more control of IHS programs and
services through compacts negotiated with the IHS. Applications are due by October 28, 2020. A copy of the
notice is available here: https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/FR-2020-07-30/pdf/2020-16536.pdf
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The purpose of the negotiation cooperative agreement is to defray some of the costs tribes incur in
preparing for and negotiating compacts and funding agreements. A tribe is not required to have had a
negotiation agreement in order to enter the TSGP.
There is $240,000 available to fund approximately five tribes to enter the TSGP negotiation process for
compacts. Awards are expected to be $48,000 each.
To be eligible for a negotiation cooperative agreement, the applicant must be a tribe, tribal organization or
inter-tribal consortium; and demonstrate financial stability and management capability by having had no
significant and material audit exceptions for three previous fiscal years. Alaska Native Villages or Village
Corporations are not eligible to apply for this funding if they are located within an area served by an Alaska Native
regional health entity already participating in the Alaska Tribal Health Compact. We note that the Native Village
of Eyak, the Eastern Aleutian Tribes, and the Council for Athabascan Tribal Governments are deemed Alaska
Native regional health entities and are eligible to apply.
With regard to the required submission of resolutions accompanying the application, IHS requires that the Division
of Grants Management must receive an official Tribal Resolution prior to issuing a Notice Award to any applicant
selected for funding. Resolutions must be received from all affected Tribes to be served. If a signed resolution is
not able to be provided prior to the submission of the application, a draft Tribal Resolution may be submitted with
the application pending the filing of a signed Resolution prior to a Notice of Award being made
Applications are to be submitted electronically via www.Grants.gov. Detailed eligibility, application
criteria and contact information are contained in the notice."
"CDC Order Establishes Nationwide Eviction Moratorium," Hobbs-Straus General Memorandum 20-012,
September 4, 2020, https://www.hobbsstraus.com/general_memo/general-memorandum-20-012/, reported, "On
Friday, September 4, 2020, citing its authority under Section 361 of the Public Health Service Act and 42
CFR 70.2, the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (“CDC”) published an Eviction Moratorium
Order (“Moratorium”) in the form of an agency emergency order that applies nationwide, after circulating a draft
earlier this week.[1] The Moratorium prohibits all private and public landlords and property owners from
evicting[2] individuals from residential properties between now and December 31, 2020 for failure to make
rental or housing payments, so long as the tenant submits a declaration to the landlord (in the form attached
to the Moratorium Order). The Moratorium provides that individuals may still be evicted for reasons other
than not paying rent or making a housing payment. Further, the Moratorium does not remove the obligation to
pay rent or make housing payments—all rent or housing payments, fees, penalties, and interests may continue to
accrue between now and December 31, 2020.
The reasoning behind the Moratorium is spelled out in detail in the opening sections. It references the
COVID-19 pandemic, that the disease 'spreads very easily and sustainably between people who are in close contact
with one another,' has resulted in significant mortality, that it is widespread in the United States (citing 5.5 million
cases and 174,000 deaths and rising), and that it “presents an historic threat to public health.” The CDC notes that,
“[i]n a pandemic, eviction moratoria – like quarantine, isolation, and social distancing – can be an effective public
health measure utilized to prevent the spread of communicable disease.” It goes on to note that evictions often
result in homelessness and overcrowding in other homes and in homeless shelters, and that these conditions are
known to facilitate the spread of the disease. The CDC also notes that the CARES Act contained a limited eviction
moratorium, but it only covered tenants in certain rental properties with federal assistance or federally-related
financing, and that it expired on July 24, 2020. It goes on to note that without the Moratorium, 'as many as 3040 million people in America could be at risk of eviction,' which would be a scale that is 'unprecedented in
modern times.” Finally, the CDC notes that “a large portion of those who are evicted may move into close quarters
in shared housing or … become homeless, thus contributing to the spread of COVID-19,' and that '[t]he statistics
on interstate moves show that mass evictions would likely increase the interstate spread of COVID-19.'
The effective text of the order states as follows:
Therefore, under 42 CFR 70.2, subject to the limitations under the 'Applicability' section, a landlord, owner
of a residential property, or other person with a legal right to pursue eviction or possessory action shall not evict
any covered person from any residential property in any State or U.S. territory in which there are documented
cases of COVID-19 that provides a level of public-health protections below the requirements listed in this Order.
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The order is to be enforced by Federal authorities and cooperating state and local authorities, and contains criminal
penalties for violations (up to $100,000 if the violation does not result in a death, or up to one year in jail and a fine
of up to $250,000 if the violation results in a death).
A 'covered person' for the purpose of the Moratorium is a tenant, lessee, or other resident of a residential
property who provides the landlord or other owner of the property a declaration, under the penalty of perjury, that:
The individual has used best efforts to obtain all available government assistances for rent or housing;
The individual will earn no more than $99,000 ($198,000 if filing a joint return) in 2020;
The individual is unable to pay the full rent or make the housing payment due to a substantial loss of income, loss
of hours, lay-off, or 'extraordinary' out of pocket medical expenses;
The individual is making best efforts to make timely partial payments; and
Eviction would likely render the individual homeless or force him or her to move into an overcrowded living
situation.
The exact language for the Declaration is set out in an Attachment to the Moratorium.
The terms of the Moratorium are somewhat confusing as to whether it applies to Indian tribes. In the
effective text cited above, it prohibits person 'in any State or U.S. territory' from carrying out evictions, and the
definitions of those terms do not include tribes. However, there are several references to tribes in the
Moratorium, such as excluding from coverage 'any State, local, territorial, or tribal area with a moratorium on
evictions that provides the same or greater level of public-health protection than the requirements listed in this
Order.' (Emphasis added.) We note that many tribes have already instituted such moratoria. Thus, it appears that
the CDC intends that the moratorium apply to tribes. In light of the significant criminal penalties and the
CDC’s intent, we are advising clients to assume that the Moratorium does apply to Indian tribes.
The Moratorium contains no provisions encouraging or requiring renters to enter into repayment plans.
Renters who defer payments will then be faced with paying the charges that accrue between now and the end of the
year, with no plan in place to protect them from having to pay the accrued charges and interest all at once.
Further, the Moratorium allows evictions for other lease violations, such as criminal activity, nuisance, and drugrelated criminal activity, as well as for violations of public health codes or ordinances (the latter was likely
included to address tenants who are not complying with COVID-19 protection measures such as mask-wearing and
social-distancing).
We anticipate that there may be litigation filed challenging the application of the Moratorium to private
landlords.
Please let us know if we may provide additional information about the Moratorium.
__________________
[1] Eviction Moratorium Order, Temporary Halt in Residential Evictions to Prevent the Further Spread of COVID19, Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, 85 Fed.Reg. 55292 (Sept. 4, 2020). Copy attached to this memo.
[2] This does not include foreclosure on a home mortgage."

Dear Tribal Leader:
United States Department of the Interior
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY Washington, D.C. 20240
AUG
06
2020,
https://www.bia.gov/sites/bia.gov/files/assets/asia/opa/pdf/2020_0806_BIE_DTLL_ReturningToSchool_508.pdf
Since the onset of the COVID-19 pandemic, it has been the Bureau of Indian Education's (BIE) goal to
provide continuity of education for all BIE students who depend on us. While we will begin the 2020-2021 school
year in an unprecedented way, we will continue striving for excellence in teaching and learning. As a follow-up to
the BIE tribal consultations held on July 9, 10, and 14, 2020, regarding school reopening, I am pleased to share
with you our plans for the reopening of BIE school sites during the COVID- 19 pandemic recovery.
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We have been actively preparing for the start of 2020-2021 school year for several months. As you know
and have experienced, it has been challenging and complex. The Department of the Interior (Department), Indian
Affairs, and the BIE are actively involved in supporting the federal response to COVID-19. We continue to
collaborate with states and other federal agencies including the U.S. Departments of Health and Human Services,
Education and Agriculture, as well as the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) and the Department
of Defense Education Activity (DoDEA) school system.
The guidance in this letter specifically pertains to Bureau-operated schools. However, BIE recommends
tribally-controlled schools operated pursuant to a grant under the Tribally Controlled Schools Act of 1988 (25
U.S.C. SS 2501 et seq.) or pursuant to a contract under the Indian Self Determination and Education Assistance
Act (25 U.S.C. 5301 et seq.) take the recommendations included as guidance to inform their general operations and
to prepare each learning environment for the 2020-2021 school year.
START DATE
September 16, 2020. Based on initial feedback collected through formal tribal consultation and stakeholder
surveys, BIE-operated K-12 schools will use a uniform start day of September 16, 2020, for the 2020-2021 school
year. This will allow schools to prepare for the safe return of students and staff while following the CDC
Guidelines for opening schools. Students more effectively learn and grow while attending school during in-person
academic instruction. The BIE is also better able to ensure continuity in student academic services and enrichment
when students are present at school.
• To the maximum extent possible, BIE schools will operate brick and mortar schools. Schools will have a
range of options for scheduling students, e.g., full-time attendance, rotational schedule with reduced class sizes and
reduced number of students in the buildings. Local decisions will be made in coordination with tribes, states and
local public health officials.
BIE schools will be ready to employ a remote learning model if COVID-19 spread leads to a shutdown of
schools. For anticipated closures of five days or less, there is no requirement to switch to full-time remote learning.
Families with health vulnerabilities related to COVID-19, or who are concerned about returning to a brick
and mortar school setting, will be provided a virtual platform to continue learning.
Families without the capability to connect to a virtual learning model will be provided an alternative education
program.
REOPENING PLAN & NEXT STEPS
The BIE School Reopening Task Force (Task Force) gathered tribal consultation comments and
stakeholder survey responses to inform the School Reopening Plan, Return to Learn!, referred to herein as the
Plan. The Plan will provide school leaders with general guidance and protocols for educational continuity within a
safe and healthy environment for BIE students.
School leaders and Education Program Administrators (EPA) will work with local tribes to implement
school specific plans for the start of the school year. Each school, in coordination with their EPA and tribal leaders,
will have the flexibility to implement the guidelines in a manner that best meets the health and safety needs of
students and staff while minimizing the impact on teaching and learning. Where needed, schools will solicit
support from the Department's leadership to overcome obstacles towards achieving their goals.
Educators will receive professional development which supports them in being effective instructional
leaders in a COVID-19 environment. They will receive training and the protocols essential for establishing and
maintaining safe and healthy school environments that reduce the risk of COVID-19 for students and staff. School
leaders will incorporate risk mitigation measures and prepare facilities and buses based on the recommendations
from BIE's Plan, each state's reopening plan, and the latest guidance from the CDC including CDCs Preparing K12 School Administrators for a Safe Return to School in Fall 2020.
TOOLKIT
The Task Force is developing a toolkit for each BIE-operated school that will provide resources for school
personnel:
Communications — Key messages and talking points for tribal and school leaders to facilitate
communication in a variety of forums.
Resources — The Plan ("Return to Learn") and operational guidelines and protocols for a safe and healthy
school environment (e.g., wearing of masks, hygiene, disinfecting spaces).
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Checklists
o Social Distancing at Schools (e.g., classrooms, corridors, common areas, playgrounds). 2
o Mental Health and Well-Being — Resources to support the emotional well-being of students.
o Reopening Safely — CDC health and safety requirements including training on blood borne pathogens;
PPE control and disinfection; social distancing in classrooms, retrofitting equipment, assessing water supplies and
HVAC systems, food and security options for students; and accommodations for students with special needs.
o Students with Disabilities — Schools must provide all services pursuant to student individualized education
programs through in-person or structured remote instruction, with an emphasis on providing in-person instruction
to this particularly vulnerable population of students. In response to tribal consultation comments, we will give
guidance to make the transition into the upcoming school year easier for students with special needs.
Waiver Request Template — Application to request waivers of 25 CFR Subchapter E requirements.
Frequently Asked Questions
INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY
We have a two-pronged approach to enhance our instructional technology platform.
Short Term: We will provide secure, wireless access in each school, and to the extent possible, for families
(including mobile hotspots and Jetpack). We will inventory and evaluate the current information technology
infrastructure, equipment and curricular requirements (e.g., recommendations for a Learning Management System)
and develop a long term strategy for improvements.
Long Term: Our inventories and evaluations will help us understand the true connectivity challenges in the
communities where BIE schools are located and develop solutions to enhance the integration of technology in our
instructional practices and in our virtual learning setting. We will be reaching out to tribal leaders and technology
experts to understand the local challenges faced by your community. If your tribe is interested in engaging in this
discussion, please have your office contact my broadband subject matter expert, Stephanie Henning at:
Stephanie.Henning@bia.gov.
RESIDENTIAL FACILITIES
Bureau operated residential facilities, including Off Reservation Boarding Schools (ORBS) and dormitories
will only provide day-school instruction. This will avoid students traveling outside the commuting area. Students
enrolled for the 2020-2021 school year will be provided distance learning opportunities to continue their BIE
education. Current residential staff who would normally support 24-hour services at ORBS will continue to work
within the BIE facility. Their roles and responsibilities may be modified to support day-school operations.
SCHOOL LUNCH
School leaders are expected to continue coordination with their respective school boards and local tribal
governments to provide school lunches. Training will be provided to food service staff to ensure proper safety and
food handling protocols are consistent with the Food and Drug Administration guidelines and CDC guidance
regarding COVID-19.
WAIVER REQUESTS
Consistent with the BIE's June 25, 202(), Dear School Leader Letter, school leaders may submit a waiver
request of any 25 CFR Subchapter E requirements they are unable to meet because of modified school schedule
and operations. Approval of any waiver application will be conditioned on assurances of the school's compliance
with the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act and Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, with the
submission of a distance learning plan, including assurances for students to access school lunch services. The BIE
will provide a waiver request template, which school leaders may use to submit a waiver application.
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION
For updated information, CDC Guidelines, communication materials, links to documents and the BIE
Reopening Plan (Return to Learn!), please visit the BIE website at www.bie.edu and https://www.bia.gov/covid19.
COVID-19 is an unprecedented challenge to tribal governments, BIE schools, and all our communities on a
scale never before experienced. We take immense responsibility of educating and creating opportunities for every
student seriously. The Department, Indian Affairs, and BIE leadership stand ready to work alongside tribes,
communities and staff to meet the daily needs of our students and families. I am confident that we will join
together to address these unique challenges. If you have any questions regarding school reopening, please contact
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Dr. Tamarah Pfeiffer, BIE Chief Academic Officer, at tamarah.pfeiffer@bie.edu or by phone at (202) 631-4074.

Children's Bureau (CB); Administration on Children, Youth and Families (ACYF); Administration for
Children and Families (ACF); Department of Health and Human Services (HHS), "Adoption and Foster Care
Analysis and Reporting System: A Rule by the Children and Families Administration," Federal Register,
May 12, 2020, https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2020/05/12/2020-09817/adoption-and-foster-careanalysis-and-reporting-system, "This rule finalizes revisions to the Adoption and Foster Care Analysis and
Reporting System (AFCARS) regulations proposed on April 19, 2019. AFCARS regulations require title IVE agencies to collect and report data to ACF on children in out-of-home care, children who exit out-of-home
care to adoption or legal guardianship, and children who are covered by a title IV-E adoption or
guardianship assistance agreement.
Dates:
This final rule is effective on July 13, 2020. As of May 12, 2020, the effective date for amendatory
instructions 3 and 5, published December 14, 2016, at 81 FR 90524, and delayed August 21, 2018, at 83 FR 42225,
are further delayed to October 1, 2022.
For Further Information Contact:
Kathleen
McHugh,
Director,
Policy
Division,
Children's
Bureau,
(202)
2058618, cbcomments@acf.hhs.gov."
"2) Summary of the major provisions of the final rule.
(a) Out-of-home care data file data elements. We finalize the out-of-home care data elements proposed in
the 2019 NPRM. The out-of-home care data file in the 2016 final rule requires title IV-E agencies to report
approximately 272 items; this final rule reduces the number of required items to approximately 183. This
final rule does not include data elements asking for information on, among other things, the sexual
orientation of the child, foster parent, adoptive parent, or legal guardian, and reduces data elements related
to the Indian Child Welfare Act of 1978 (ICWA).
(b) Conforming changes. We made conforming changes to §§ 1355.40, 1355.41, 1355.43, 1355.45, and
1355.46 to update the citations or dates as a result of amendments in other sections.
(3) Costs and benefits. The benefits are that the streamlined AFCARS data elements will reduce the title
IV-E agency reporting burden from the 2016 final rule, thus resulting in an estimated $46 million in total annual
savings. (Affected entities will continue to incur $43 million in annual costs, net of Federal reimbursements,
attributable to the 2016 final rule.)"
See a report of the lawsuit brought against this rule in "Protect ICWA Campaign Partners Applaud Lawsuit
Challenging Data Collection Withdrawal in the Adoption and Foster Care Analysis and Reporting System
(AFCARS) Final Rule," in U.S. Activities above.
"Federal Communications Commission Establishes 5G Fund for Rural America; Includes Set Aside to
Support Service on Tribal Lands," Hobbs-Straus General Memorandum 20-015, December 1, 2020,
https://www.hobbsstraus.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/GM_20015_FCC_Establishes_5G_Fund_for_Rural_America.pdf, reported, "On November 25, 2020, the Federal
Communications Commission (FCC) issued a final rule establishing the 5G Fund for Rural America (5G
Fund:
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2020/11/25/2020-24486/establishing-a-5g-fund-for-ruralamerica). 85 Fed. Reg. 75770 (Nov. 25, 2020). The 5G Fund will subsidize the deployment of 5G-capable
networks in the rural United States, and it includes $680 million for deployment on tribal lands.
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The 5G Fund will replace the Mobility Fund Phase II, which was the second round of an effort to subsidize
the deployment of 4G networks in high-cost areas. Like other FCC programs focused on providing access to highcost and underserved areas, the 5G Fund will be paid for using the Universal Service Fund, which is funded
through FCC-imposed fees on telecommunications carriers.
The 5G Fund will provide support in two phases, which will occur after gathering data through the Digital
Opportunity Data Collection proceeding that the FCC initiated in August 2019.
Phase 1 will provide $8 billion in support to eligible rural areas that lack unsubsidized 4G LTE and 5G
broadband. This includes $680 million reserved to support service to Tribal lands, although the FCC says it is open
to revisiting whether this is a sufficient amount in the future.
The final rule amends the FCC's definition of tribal lands for the purposes of all high-cost support. The new
definition includes "any land designated" as tribal land by the FCC in addition to "any federally recognized Indian
tribe's reservation, pueblo or colony, including former reservations in Oklahoma, Alaska Native regions
established pursuant to the Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act (85 Stat. 688) and Indian Allotments, see §
54.400(e), as well as Hawaiian Home Lands...." Id. at 75817. In the final rule FCC designates as tribal lands: "any
federally recognized off-reservation trust lands, tribal designated statistical areas ..., or joint use areas" in addition
to certain checker-boarded lands in New Mexico and "areas within the geographic boundaries reflected in the
Historical Map of Oklahoma (1870–1890), including the Cherokee Outlet." Id. at 75775–76.
Phase 2 will provide $1 billion to support the deployment of 5G networks that facilitate "precision
agriculture." Id. at 75774. Both phases will proceed through reverse auction.
_____________
1. We note that the 5G Fund will not provide support for services to Alaska, which are instead provided
under a separate Alaska Plan."
"Deadline extended for tribes to seek broadband licenses," Lakota Times,
August 06, 2020,
https://www.lakotatimes.com/articles/deadline-extended-for-tribes-to-seek-broadband-licenses/,
reported,
"The
Federal Communications Commission is giving tribes another month to apply for a band of wireless spectrum
that would help them establish or expand internet access on their land — far less time than what tribes had
sought." The closing date has been extended from August 10 to September 2, 2020. Tribes had requested a 90
day extension.
"B21 Main Operating Base Beddown at Dyes AFB Texas or Elswotrh AFB South Dakota,
Environmental Impact Statement, Virtual Public Hearing, You are invited," announced that four virtual
public hearings were to be held in October 2020 on the environmental impact statement under development
concerning the home base choice for the new long range bomber. Published in Indian Country Today, October 8,
2020, https://files.constantcontact.com/c2394f27001/84e6bb2f-39e7-4aad-b636-1c6dfa671e14.pdf.
Kolby KickingWoman, "Native veterans memorial unveiled," ICT, November 11, 2020,
https://indiancountrytoday.com/news/native-veterans-memorial-unveiled-TGUdX4-aGUuPs7ZZNDv6bw,
reported, The Smithsonian National Museum of the American Indian in Washington, D.C., is
commemorating Veterans Day 2020 by unveiling the National Native American Veterans Memorial.
The museum originally planned to host a veterans’ procession and dedication ceremony but is looking to
reschedule those events for later due to the COVID-19 pandemic."
Federal Indian Budgets
"FY 2021 Continuing Resolution through December 11, 2020 to Fund All Federal Agencies," HobbsStraus, General Memorandum 20-013, September 30, 2020, https://www.hobbsstraus.com/general_memo/generalmemorandum-20-013/, reported, "The House of Representatives and Senate have passed HR 8337, a
Continuing Resolution (CR), to provide funding to keep federal agencies running through December 11,
2020, at largely FY 2020 terms and spending levels. The President is expected to sign it before midnight
tonight, when the fiscal year ends.
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The CR is designed to give Congress leeway to continue negotiating the FY 2021 spending bills even after
the beginning of the new fiscal year (October 1, 2020). None of the twelve FY 2021 appropriations bills have
been enacted into law, although the House has approved ten of them, including passage of the bill which
includes the Interior, Environment, and Related Agencies funding. The Senate Appropriations Committee has
not marked up any of its FY 2021 appropriations measures although we understand that they will post proposed
spending levels on its website and these will be used as a negotiations marks for conferencing with the House on
full year FY 2021 appropriations bills. As Congress is basically out of session until the week following the
November 3 election, this important appropriations work will take place during what is termed a “Lame Duck”
session.
It has unfortunately become the norm that federal agencies are funded for periods of time under CRs,
limiting their ability to plan and requiring their time to constantly reallocate funds. Tribal and tribal organizations
are directly affected in the same manner, hence the tribal efforts for enactment of advance appropriations for the
Indian Health Service and Indian Affairs budgets.
As is common in CRs, the funds will not be distributed for programs that may have high initial rates of
operation or for funds which are fully distributed at the beginning of the fiscal year. This is because of the
possibility that Congress might eliminate or reduce funding for those particular programs in a final appropriations
bill. The bill directs agencies to use the most limited funding action permitted in the Act in order to provide for
continuing of projects and activities.
Health Extenders, Including SDPI. The bill extends the Special Diabetes Program for Indians
(SDPI) from its current expiration date of November 30, 2020, to December 11, 2020, – a 12 day extension.
The Community Health Centers and the National Health Service Corps are also extended to December 11,
2020.
IHS, BIA, BIE. The bill does not include any specific new funding above FY 2020 levels for the
Indian Health Service or Indian Affairs (BIA/BIE).
One-Year Surface Transportation Extension. The CR contains an extension of the current surface
transportation authorization (highway bill) at FY 2020 terms and funding levels. The Tribal
Transportation Program is among the many programs authorized by the surface transportation
authorization. Absent this extension, the current surface transportation authorization was set to expire today. The
CR also contains a $13.6 billion transfer from the U.S. Treasury General Fund to the Highway Trust Fund to
ensure its solvency this year.
Human Services and Nutrition. Entitlement funding is maintained for the Temporary Assistance for
Needy Families and Child Care during the CR period. The CR also contains a provision to renew some
pandemic-funding for subsidized meals for children who would normally receive them when schools are
open and for Food Stamp (SNAP) pandemic-related flexibilities....
a 9-page summary of the CR prepared by the House Appropriations Committee [is available at:
https://www.hobbsstraus.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/GM_20013_FY_2021_Continuing_Resolution_through_Dec._11_final.pdf].
In the Courts
The U.S. Supreme Court
Brooklyn Wayland and Nina Golgowski, "Supreme Court Rules Eastern Oklahoma Land Is Tribal
Territory: The justices ruled 5-4, declaring that Congress never diminished or disestablished the land as a
reservation, Hufffpost, July 9, 2020, https://www.huffpost.com/entry/supreme-court-tribal-jurisdiction-mcgirt-voklahoma_n_5ef3a870c5b643f5b22e92c2, reported, "In a stunning blow to Oklahoma’s state government, the U.S.
Supreme Court ruled Thursday that much of eastern Oklahoma is located on an Indian reservation.
In a 5-4 ruling (https://www.supremecourt.gov/opinions/19pdf/18-9526_9okb.pdf), the justices declared
that Congress never diminished or disestablished the land as a reservation. Major crimes committed by a
tribal member on their own reservation, in effect, must be prosecuted by the federal government in
accordance with the Major Crimes Act.
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'Today we are asked whether the land these treaties promised remains an Indian reservation for
purposes of federal criminal law. Because Congress has not said otherwise, we hold the government to its
word,' Justice Neil Gorsuch wrote in the majority opinion."
In all, some 19 million acres of Eastern Oklahoma with a population of 19 million people, mostly nonIndian are on tribal land. Major crimes alleged to be committed on those lands by members of Indian
Tribes will now have to be prosecuted by the federal government, not the state. The case dealt only with
criminal law, raising major questions of what the impact will be on civil law, and issues like taxes, zoning,
environmental regulation and family law. Chief Justice Roberts dissented on consideration of the civil law
consequences of the decision.
"Supreme
Court
halts
census
in
latest
twist
of
2020
count,"
Lakota
Times, October 15, 2020, https://www.lakotatimes.com/articles/supreme-court-halts-census-in-latest-twist-of2020-count/, reported that in an unsigned opinion, "The U.S. Supreme Court on Tuesday stopped the once a
decade head count of every U.S. resident from continuing through the end of October.
President Donald Trump’s administration had asked the nation’s high court to suspend a district court’s
order permitting the 2020 census to continue through the end of the month. The Trump administration argued that
the head count needed to end immediately so the U.S. Census Bureau had enough time to crunch the numbers
before a congressionally mandated year-end deadline for turning in figures used for deciding how many
congressional seats each state gets."
Lower Federal Courts
MacKenzie Belley, "Judge halts plan to end Census early as tribal responses lag," ICT, September 11, 2020,
reported, "A federal judge has temporarily blocked a Census Bureau plan to end its counting a month earlier
than planned, ruling in a suit [by numerous plaintiffs] joined last week by the Navajo Nation and Gila River
Indian Community." U.S. District Judge Lucy H. Koh issued a temporary injunction on September 11, 2020 until
September 17, to allow time to consider the serious questions in the case.
Howard Fischer, "9th Circuit dismisses suit seeking more days to vote, Arizona Capitol Times, October
15, 2020, https://azcapitoltimes.com/news/2020/10/15/9th-circuit-dismisses-suit-seeking-more-days-to-vote/,
reported that in agreement with the District Court, a three judge panel of the U.S. 9th Circuit Court of Appeals
ruled that Residents of the Navajo Nation won’t get extra time to cast their ballots and be sure they are counted.
In a unanimous ruling Thursday, a three-judge panel of the 9th Circuit Court of Appeals did not dispute
evidence presented by challengers that it takes longer for ballots to be mailed to reservation addresses than it does
for people — non-Indians — not living on tribal lands. Ditto the reverse of the process of more time needed to get
ballots from reservation address to county election offices.
Nor did they address other factors that can give reservation residents less time to consider their ballots, including
the lack of mail delivery and financial hardships to get to the post office.
Instead, the judges said all that is irrelevant to the effort to challenge the law that requires ballots to be
received by county election officials by 7 p.m. on Election Day to be counted."
"Native American groups sue South Dakota over voting rights, "Lakota Times, September 24, 2020,
https://www.lakotatimes.com/articles/native-american-groups-sue-south-dakota-over-voting-rights/,reported, "A
Native American voting rights group and two tribes on Wednesday [September 23, 2020] filed a federal
lawsuit against South Dakota state agencies, alleging that the state is violating federal law by failing to offer
adequate voter registration services.
The lawsuit alleges that the state’s agencies didn’t provide ample opportunities to register to vote or update
voter registration information at places like motor vehicle and public assistance offices in areas near Native
American reservations. Federal law requires the agencies to help people register to vote at those kinds of offices,
including ones that provide public assistance or serve people with disabilities."
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The suit was brought by the Oglala Sioux Tribe, the Rosebud Sioux Tribe and the voting rights group Four
Directions, against the South Dakota Secretary of State, Department of Public Safety, Department of Social
Services and Department of Labor and Regulation. The plaintiffs complain that since 2004, the number of voter
registration applications has “precipitously declined’’ while presenting documentation of instances in which
Department of Social Services offices near reservations failed to help people register to vote or update their voter
registration.
A lawsuit was filed by a broad coalition of tribal nations and foster and LGBTQ+ youth organizations,
August 27, 2020, in Federal District Court in the Northern District of California, plaintiffs California Tribal
Family Coalition, Yurok Tribe, Cherokee Nation, and number of organizations serving LGBTQ+ youth asserting
that the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, Administration for Children and Families (DHHSACF) violated the Administrative Procedures Act when the agency issued its May 12, 2020, AFCARS Final
Rule. The Final Rule eliminated over 90 percent of the previous 60 plus AFCARS data elements for
American Indian and Alaska Native children established within the 2016 AFCARS Final Rule. AFCARS is
the federal government’s largest source of data on children who are in out of home placement. The plaintiff's
complaint is at: https://turtletalk.files.wordpress.com/2020/08/035119651658-1.pdf. ("Protect ICWA Campaign
Partners Applaud Lawsuit Challenging Data Collection Withdrawal in the Adoption and Foster Care," National
Congress
of
the
American
Indian (NCIA),
August
27,
2020,
https://www.ncai.org/news/articles/2020/08/27/protect-icwa-campaign-partners-applaud-lawsuit-challenging-datacollection-withdrawal-in-the-adoption-and-foster-care-analysis-and-reporting-system-afcars-final-rule).
State and Local Courts
"1916 Tribal Rights Case Ruled Racist and Voided," Lakota Times, July 16, 2020,
https://www.lakotatimes.com/articles/1916-tribal-rights-case-ruled-racist-and-voided/, reported, "Washington
state’s Supreme Court on Friday vacated a 1916 ruling that allowed a prosecutor to bring criminal charges
against a tribal fisherman as racist and unjust.
The justices unanimously said they were compelled to void the decision, even though it was overruled
in 1957, because “such past opinions can continue to perpetrate injustice by their very existence.’’ Justice
Raquel Montoya-Lewis, the state’s first Native American justice, read the decision from the bench in
Olympia."
The 1916 case involved Yakama Nation member Alec Towessnute, who was arrested for fishing in a
traditional way with a gaff hock 5 miles from the reservation. The state supreme court upheld Towessnute's
conviction despite his correctly claiming that the Yakamas’ 1855 treaty with the United States allowed him, as a
tribal member to fish where he did on traditional tribal fishing grounds. The Supreme Court's 1916 decision
described Native Americans as “a dangerous child’’ who squandered “vast areas of fertile land before our eyes.’’
The Washington Supreme Court in 1957 recognized Yakama treaty fishing rights, in overturning the
1916 ruling. The high court went further, on July 10, 2020, stating, "“We take this opportunity to repudiate
this case, its language, its conclusions, and its mischaracterization of the Yakama people. We cannot forget
our own history, and we cannot change it. We can, however, forge a new path forward, committing to
justice as we do so.’’
"Law Blocked Restricting Voting Rights of Native Americans," Lakota Times, July 16, 2020,
https://www.lakotatimes.com/articles/law-blocked-restricting-voting-rights-of-native-americans/. reported that the
Montana 13th Judicial District Court in Yellowstone County, Montana blocked the application of Montana
Ballot Interference Prevention ACT (BIPA), which severely restricted who could collect and deliver ballots
to election authorities, imposing criminal penalties for violation of the act. If the act had gone into effect, it
would have severely restricted the ability of American Indians on reservation to vote. Most Montanan's vote
by mail, including on reservations where access to mailing facilities is limited, necessitating the collection of
ballots by people able to either mail them or turn them in to election authorities. The court ruled that the act
was unnecessary and would violate Native peoples' voting rights.
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The case was brought by the Native American Rights Fund, American Civil Liberties Union, and ACLU of
Montana on behalf of the Assiniboine & Sioux Tribes of Fort Peck, Blackfeet Nation, Confederated Salish and
Kootenai Tribes of the Flathead Reservation, Crow Tribe, and Fort Belknap Indian Community, as well as Western
Native Voice and Montana Native Vote, Native American-led organizations focused on getting out the vote and
increasing civic participation in the Native American community.
The
decision
is
available
at:
https://www.narf.org/nill/documents/20200312complaint_wnv_v_stapleton.pdf. Other document in the case are at:
https://www.narf.org/cases/montana-bipa/.
The Hawaii Supreme Court ruled unanimously in the Kalima Class Action Suit, in a case first brought
in 1999, that Native Hawaiians could suit the state for money damages for having to wait for decades to
receive homestead sites from the homelands trust ("U.S.: Sate Supreme Court Rules in Favor of Native
Hawaiians," Cultural Survival Quarterly, September, 2020).
Tribal Government and State and Local Government Developments,
Ken Miller, "Projects To Focus On Missing, Murdered Indigenous Peoples," ICT, November 25, 2020,
https://indiancountrytoday.com/news/projects-to-focus-on-missing-murdered-indigenous-peoplesCc513axoZkWrVMKdVTfa4A, reported, "Oklahoma and five other states will participate in pilot projects to
better coordinate investigative efforts surrounding cases of missing or murdered Indigenous peoples, U.S.
Attorneys Trent Shores and Brian Kuester announced Monday.
The U.S. Department of Justice projects created protocols for federal, state and tribal investigative
agencies to work together and with victims' families when American Indian or Alaska Native jurisdictional
boundaries are crossed, said Shores of the Northern District of Oklahoma."
The initial pilot project will take place in Oklahoma in collaboration with the Cherokee and
Muscogee (Creek) nations. It will be followed by projects in Alaska, Michigan, Minnesota, Montana and
Oregon.
Recognizing that reservation resident's often do not have street address, the Arizona Secretary of State
issued a policy, September 4, 2020, allowing voters with non-traditional addresses to register to vote using
plus codes, locating a residence by longitude and latitude. That has made it possible for many more people on
the Navajo and other reservations to vote, and may have been a factor in the outcome of the 2020 election in
Arizona (Calah Schlabach, "System could help tribal members past one voter registration hurdle, Navajo Times,
September 17, 2020).
The Governor of Vermont signed into law a bill to issue free housing and fishing licenses to the
state's Native people, July 12, 2020, in recognition of treaty rights to access natural food sources without financial
requirements ("U.S.: Victory for Vermont's Native American Tribes," Cultural Survival Quarterly, September,
2020).
Dalton Walker, "Minnesota National Guard sent to help tribe," ICT, November 17, 2020,
https://indiancountrytoday.com/news/minnesota-national-guard-sent-to-help-tribe-n2J6U4bLOU2DGP3RtkMp9g,
reported, On Monday, Red Lake Chairman Darrell Seki Sr., said 19 residents and 13 staff members at the
[Jourdain/Perpich Extended Care Center] nursing home have tested positive and of the 19, three are in
intensive care.
Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz authorized state National Guard nurses to be deployed to the facility."
The Governor of New Mexico, Michelle Lujan Grisham, used her line item veto to preserve her
power to determine the spending of funds under the CARES Act, striking out a paragraph designating
distribution of those funds to local, including tribal, governments. The action left temporarily unclear how
much of this funding would go to the state's Indian Nations. The legislature had authorized $23 million for tribal
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governments (Cedar Attanasio, "Governor's vetoes could cost New Mexico tribes some funding," Albuquerque
Journal, July 9, 2020).
During the pandemic, the state of Colorado's health officials and its tribal leaders have held
recurring weekly and bi-weekly meetings on the COVID-19 situation of the Indian nations, in addition to state's
regular quarterly Colorado Commission on Indian Affairs sessions with its tribes, which during the pandemic have
ben carried out virtually (Lindsey Box, "Tribal and State leaders conduct quarterly CCIA meeting virtually,"
Southern Ute Drum, October 9, 2020).
The Southern Ute Tribe of Colorado has been seeking input into the development of Colorado's
newest state park, led by its NAGPRA Coordinator, Garrett Briggs who seeks an appropriate land use plan
concerning plants, animals wetlands and cultural resources on the recently acquired former ranch property (Wade
Schockley, "NAGPRA seeks Tribal voice in development of newest state park," Southern Ute Drum, November
20, 2020).
The Southern Ute Tribe and LaPlata County, CO are partnering in the development of a weather
radar monitoring station on tribal land at the site of the Nation's ambient air monitoring station ("Tribe, County
partner on weather radar station," Southern Ute Drum, October 9, 2020).
Concerned about protecting subsistence hunting in Alaska, the Organized Village of Kake, Central
Council of Tlingit and Haida Indian Tribes of Alaska, Bristol Bay Native Association, Kuskokwim InterTribal Fish Commission, Native Peoples Action, First Alaskans Institute, and Sealaska Corporation,
released a joint statement, in August 2020, protesting the state of Alaska's suit against the Federal
Subsistence Board's closing of an extensive area to hunting except for local people. The board acted to
preserve the populations of game and wanted to stop the Native hunts. With the pandemic causing food
shortages in Native villages, emergency hunts became a necessity. The Native organizations' statement asked
the state to cease “state oppression of Indigenous ways of life” (Joaqlin Estus, "Alaska Natives protest state lawsuit
on subsistence hunting," ICT, August 27, 2020, https://indiancountrytoday.com/news/alaska-natives-protest-statelawsuit-on-subsistence-hunting-Ig4fJxPjc02v8RPE8auOeQ).
In early December, the Federal Court dismissed the State of Alaska's motion for a preliminary
injunction
("Emergency
Hunts
in
Alaska
Can
Continue,"
ICT,
December
3,
2020,
https://mcusercontent.com/ee83519a17075b9d5a2c44042/files/01d4056a-cd63-4f21-b86af6f519db3aca/12.3.20_The_Weekly.pdf?utm_source=Indian+Country+Today&utm_campaign=d538ccb666THE_WEEKLY_2020_12_03&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_5e3432615c-d538ccb666-361238364).
Kevin Draper, "Washington and the N.F.L. Might Change the Redskins Name. Why Now? The move
toward changing a mascot name after decades of complaints underscores how America’s most popular sport has
scrambled to keep up with shifts in public opinion," The New York Times, July 3, 2020,
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/07/03/sports/football/washington-redskins-nickname-nfl.html, "By the time they
take the field this fall — that’s assuming there is a season given the coronavirus pandemic — the National
Football League team in Washington, D.C., might have a new nickname.
'In light of recent events around our country and feedback from our community, the Washington Redskins
are announcing the team will undergo a thorough review of the team’s name,' the team said in a statement
Friday morning. The brief statement, which itself included the word 'redskins' seven times, also said the team had
been discussing its name with the N.F.L. for weeks."
Eddie Chuculate, "Dozens housed from 'Wall of Forgotten Natives'," ICT, October 2, 2020,
https://indiancountrytoday.com/news/dozens-housed-from-wall-of-forgotten-nativessflc5W2tCEqhuoYeWJXnyQ, reported that in Minneapolis, MN, "Traffic barriers and streetlight posts are
back up and gates erected and padlocked as a homeless encampment on land here dubbed the "Wall of
Forgotten Natives" was officially closed this week after temporary housing was obtained for any Native
person who wanted it, officials said.
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Perhaps learning from a nightmare experience in 2018 — when a months-long encampment at the site grew
to more than 400 people and captured national attention — city, county and state departments worked quickly with
Native outreach workers and [numerous] social agencies to limit this year's camp to the month of September and a
maximum population of about 120."
Stewart Huntington, "Are the Twin Cities listening to statue protests?" ICT, December 9, 2020,
https://indiancountrytoday.com/news/are-the-twin-cities-listening-to-statue-protests-HnQKY73jiUO6fBzAn8Fe-w,
reported that in most cities when protesters topple pioneer monuments or spray "land back" on them they
are often arrested for a felony with substantial sentences. "That’s not the response in Minnesota’s Twin
Cities, where prosecutors acknowledge historical trauma and employ restorative justice measures while city
officials call for a Truth and Reconciliation Commission led by Indigenous leaders to review public art
installations."
When Michael A. Forcia of the Bad River Band of Lake Superior Chippewa toppled a statue of Christopher
Columbus in front of the state Capitol in St. Paul during the summer of 2020, "prosecutors opted for a
restorative justice approach that includes 100 hours of community service and would keep Forcia out of
jail.
The move came after community input was sought, including talking circles that explored the painful
legacies of colonization."
Tribal Developments
Kate Conger, Robert Gebeloff and Richard A. Oppel Jr., "Native Americans Feel Devastated by the
Virus Yet Overlooked in the Data: Statistical gaps can make it difficult to properly allocate public resources
to Native Americans. When that’s the case, one leader said, 'tribal nations have an effective death
sentence,'” The New York Times, July 31, 2020, https://www.nytimes.com/2020/07/30/us/native-americanscoronavirus-data.html, reported, for example, that the lack of ethnic/racial identity made it hard to tell the exact
impact of the pandemic at Yakama Nation in Washington. A nurse at the Yakima County hospital, in June 2020,
knew that while Indigenous Americans constituted only about 7% of the county population, most of the flood of
COVID-19 patients they were receiving were from Yakama, but because the hospital did not keep track of patients
ethnicity, the number was unclear. Lack of that information made it difficult for tribal officials and healthcare
workers to know how to meet the pandemic, and limited the resources the Nation could obtain to fight it. Later the
Nation was able to determine that about 650 tribal members had been diagnosed with COVID - around 6% of
the tribal population, and 28 had died.
"The situation among the Yakama Nation is not unique. Even with significant gaps in the data that is
available, there are strong indications that Native Americans have been disproportionately affected by the
coronavirus.
The rate of known cases in the eight counties with the largest populations of Native Americans is nearly
double the national average, a New York Times analysis has found. The analysis cannot determine which
individuals are testing positive for the virus, but these counties are home to one in six U.S. residents who describe
themselves in census surveys as non-Hispanic and American Indian or Alaska Native.
Native Americans at Risk
Counties with large Native American populations with reported infection rates above 1,500 cases per
100,000 residents.
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By Scott Reinhard | Source: Times database of coronavirus cases compiled from state and local health agencies as
of July 24."
Among smaller counties with significant populations of Native Americans, The New York Times, in
late July, identified at least 15 counties that have elevated case ral. These counties ranged from large
metropolitan areas in Arizona to rural communities in Nebraska and Mississippi. The worst impact of the
pandemic has been on Navajo Nation (reported in the last issue of IPJ and below). In New Mexico, where 9%
of the population is Indigenous, as of late July, Native American and Alaska Native people had
suffered almost 40% of the COVID-19 infections in the state. In the Phoenix metropolitan area Native peaple
had been infected at four times the rate of the non-Indian population. This included heavy outbreaks at the
Fort McDowell Yavapai Nation and in the Salt River Pima-Maricopa Indian Community. Large numbers of
corona virus cases had been reported among the Lumbee Tribe in North Carolina, the Choctaw
in Oklahoma and Mississippi, and at two reservations in Thurston County, NE.
Allison Barlow, director of the Center for American Indian Health at Johns Hopkins University noted,
“The disparities we see there with Covid are aligned with those that we see for hospitalizations and deaths
due to influenza and other respiratory viruses.” Overcrowded living, poor housing conditions, inadequate
health care, food and water insecurity, and significant preexisting health conditions impacted by those factors, are
all contributors to the high rate of Native infections on reservations.
As of late July 2020, the Indian Health Service (IHS) had identified at least 30,987 cases among Native
Americans and Alaska Natives. IHS reported slightly less than half of tribal health centers and 61 percent of urban
health services serving Native Americans had provided case information. New York Times analysis of data
available at the end of May showed that people who were Black or Latino were three times as likely to become
infected as people who were white, and with incomplete data, the Times estimated that "the infection rate for
Native Americans was 1.7 times the rate for white people over all, and somewhat higher in younger age
groups."
Mark Walker, "‘A Devastating Blow’: Virus Kills 81 Members of Native American Tribe: More than 10
percent of the Mississippi Band of Choctaw Indians has had the coronavirus, and the tribe is bracing for a second
wave
and
more
devastation,"
The
New
York
Times,
October
9,
2020,
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/10/08/us/choctaw-indians-coronavirus.html, reported, that after only a few
infections, "the cases would continue to tear through the Mississippi Band of Choctaw Indians unabated,
eventually sickening more than 10 percent of the tribe’s 10,000 residents and killing at least 81 people."
"And despite making up 18 percent of the county’s residents, tribal members have accounted for
more than half of the county’s virus cases and about 64 percent of the deaths.
'We aren’t just losing family members or an aunt or uncle, we are losing parts of our culture,' said Mary
Harrison, interim health director for the Choctaw Health Center." Many are elders fluent in the tribal language.
Meanwhile, in Arizona, as of early October, Native Americans, who 5 percent of the population had
suffered percent of the virus-related deaths.
Jerry Mitchell, James Finn and Samuel Boudreau, "More Mississippi Choctaws have died of COVID than
those who died of the disease in Hawaii. Or Alaska. Or Wyoming," ICT, September 9, 2020,
https://indiancountrytoday.com/news/more-mississippi-choctaws-have-died-of-covid-than-those-who-died-of-thedisease-in-hawaii-or-alaska-or-wyoming-xOVQoh5j10q0muqZ3vpNzg, reported, "The coronavirus pandemic
has hit the Mississippi Choctaw Band of Indians harder than any major city in the nation — and 10 times
harder than the rest of Mississippi.
Of the 10,000 Choctaws served by the tribe, one in 10 — 1,092 — have tested positive for COVID19."
"Neshoba County, where much of the tribe lives, has the highest death rate per capita in Mississippi
and one of the highest in the nation. Among the Choctaws, 78 have died, or 1 out of 128 — more than twice
as many per capita as New York City."
"Chickasaw Caring Cottages to provide housing for COVID-19 patients," Lakota Times,| December 31,
2020, https://www.lakotatimes.com/articles/chickasaw-caring-cottages-to-provide-housing-for-covid-19-patients/,
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reported that in ADA, Oklahoma "The Chickasaw Nation’s fight to stem the spread of COVID-19 now
includes nine 'cottages' where COVID-19 positive Chickasaw citizens, First Americans living in the
Chickasaw Nation service area, and Chickasaw Nation employees and their in-home dependents may
isolate."
'Our mission is to provide a safe, clean environment in a comfortable setting so individuals may isolate
themselves from loved ones while recovering,' said Jason Perry, executive officer of Chickasaw Nation Health
Outreach."
Trials of the Pfizer/GioNTech vaccine encompassed testing on the Navajo and White Mountain
Apache reservations, to provide some of the needed diversity in the test population (Cindy Yurth, "Local vaccine
trial staff jubilant over news," Navajo Times, November 12, 2020).
In December, Indian Nation began receiving their first doses of the Pfizer COVID-19 vaccine, including at
Navajo and Southern Ute Nations ("tribe receives Pfizer vaccine," Southern Ute Drum, December 18, 2020).
On Navajo Nation, as of November 2, 2020, there were 73 new confirmed cases raising the total to
11,830, with 581 known deaths. 125,851 people on the reservation had been tested and 7,546 had recovered
("Navajo Nation tallies 73 new virus cases, no deaths," ICT, November 2, 2020,
https://indiancountrytoday.com/news/navajo-nation-tallies-73-new-virus-cases-no-deaths4WBwGyImK0uBFofzuteZ3A). As of December 10, 2020, "ICU beds nearing capacity on Navajo Nation as virus
surges," Lakota Times, December 10, 2020,"Navajo Nation officials say nearly all intensive care unit beds on
the reservation are being are used as COVID-19 cases surge and warned the tribe is nearing a point where
health care workers will have to make difficult decisions about providing care with limited hospital
resources.
Navajo Nation President Jonathan Nez said Sunday evening that there are few options to transport
patients to other regional hospitals that are near full capacity. 'This second wave of COVID-19 is much more
dire and much more severe than the first wave we had in April and May,' Nez said in a statement."
The Nation has extended a three week stay at home order already in place to December 28, to try to
contain the virus. Isolation sites have been established at hotels where people who test positive for the
COVID-19 can be housed and be clinically monitored. To date, Navajo Nation has reported 17,915 COVID19 cases with 667 deaths.
St. Michael Indian School on the Navajo Reservation in Arizona, like other schools there and on
other reservations, has been providing meals for children to be picked up or delivered to their homes ("St.
Michal to-go meals pick-up, delivery, Navajo Times, October 22, 2020).
Tom
Crash,
"COVID-19
positives
spike,"
Lakota
Times,
October
08,
2020,
https://www.lakotatimes.com/articles/covid-19-positives-spike/, reported, "According to the SD Department of
Health, Oglala Lakota County added 18 positives on Saturday, Sept. 26 and 11 on Sunday, Sept. 27. The OST
Coronavirus Task Force met Sunday night and Monday, rumors abounded that the Task Force was going to
recommend a seven-day lockdown, instead a multi-phase plan was recommended with a curfew as the first phase."
"On Wednesday [October 7. 2020], during the second day of the regular council meeting, the council
voted 13-0-2 to set a curfew for Pine Ridge Reservation, 8:00pm- 6:00am for businesses and 10:00pm –
6:00am for individuals; because of the number of people who travel every day for dialysis, businesses who
sell gas have a curfew from 10:00pm-6:00am. Bob Ecoffey, chief of police, stated they would serve citations to
people who violated the curfew."
"Tribe reports scramble for hospital beds in South Dakota," Lakota Times, October 15, 2020,
https://www.lakotatimes.com/articles/tribe-reports-scramble-for-hospital-beds-in-south-dakota/, reported, "A small
hospital serving the Cheyenne River Sioux Tribe has sent two coronavirus patients to an out-of-state
hospital in recent days, the tribe’s health department said Wednesday, even as South Dakota’s top health officials
insist the state has plenty of hospital capacity for COVID-19 patients." The Tribe sent the patients out of state as
the 14 hospitals in South Dakota equipped to handle them said they were diverting patients out of state.
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"Native Americans have been disproportionately affected by the coronavirus, accounting for nearly a
quarter of hospitalizations statewide despite making up roughly 9% of the population. About 19% of the
258 people who have died from COVID-19 in South Dakota have been Native American."
Gina Kolata, "On Native American Land, Contact Tracing Is Saving Lives: As the coronavirus spread on
the Fort Apache reservation in Arizona, medical teams sought out residents who might have been exposed. The
effort
paid
off
in
unexpected
ways,"
The
New
York
Times,
August
13,
2020,
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/08/13/health/coronavirus-contact-tracing-apaches.html,
reported,
"The
coronavirus is raging through the White Mountain Apache tribe. Spread across a large reservation in
eastern Arizona, the Apaches have been infected at more than 10 times the rate of people in the state as a
whole.
Yet their death rate from Covid-19 is far lower, just 1.3 percent, as compared with 2.1 percent in
Arizona. Epidemiologists have a hopeful theory about what led to this startling result: Intensive contact
tracing on the reservation likely enabled teams that included doctors to find and treat gravely ill people
before it was too late to save them."
On the Acoma Pueblo, where the rate of COVID infections has been about half the national average,
at least in part because of a lock-down, in December, the Pueblo began tracking those who become infected to
be able to make rapid interventions if their symptoms worsen. It was hoped this would reduce the number of
deaths. As of December 3, 2020, 86 tribal members had tested positive and 15 had died (Bill Donovan, "Acoma
to track at-risk members through pandemic," Navajo Times, December 3, 2020.
As of mid-December, the Southern Ute Tribe of Colorado, which has been on lockdown since early on
in the pandemic, has had only one tribal member living off reservation test positive, and none on the
reservation (various issues of the Southern Ute Drum)
The short time available in which CARES At funding could be spent by Indian Nations, combined
with complex rules on for what and how the money could be applied has caused difficulty on a number of
reservations. On the Navajo Reservation that was complicated by the size and diversity of the nation with
110 chapters, and differences in views needing to be worked out between the council and the president.
Many of the chapters were unhappy with the short time to decide and changing deadlines. The chapters
received $90 million for a long list of COVID relief items, but ultimately only $28 million was spent on
essential food, protective gear and sanitation supplies. Hardship money to individuals was to be limited to
$1500 per adult and $500 per child, but as of December 2020, the maximum in fact had been $249 per adult
and $83 per child. The Navajo Tribal Utility Authority (NTUA) used CARES act funds to connect 260
homes to electricity, upgrade 33 water wells and instillation of 150 cistern systems. A number of Navajo
owned businesses were unable to file for CARES Act funds because the deadline to apply was moved up on
short notice.
As of December 3, the Nation had spent $308.6 million, $120.8 million had been obligated (until
December 16), and $284.8 million unspent, including $49.5 million in the hardship fund, which could be lost,
but seemed likely to go into the hardship fund with a good chance of being spent before the deadline (Rim Krisst,
"A work in progress," and "Application set for Nov.2; elders, persons with disabilities," Navajo Times, October 22,
2020; Rima Krisst, "Businesses lose out due to deadline snafu," Navajo Times, November 25, 2020; and Rima
Krisst, "Chapters are not happy" and Cindy Yurth, "CARES kerfuffle: Delegates angry over hardship memo
extending deadline" Navajo Times, December 3, 2020).
The Dine Hataali (Traditional Medicine) Association proposed, and the Council accepted, but the
President vetoed - believing it not within federal government guidelines - a CARES Act project to help tribal
members meet COVID-19, including mentally, by educating Dine in traditional wisdom and healing
practices (Dine Hataali Association, "Our purpose is to continue the journey towards Hozho," Navajo Times, July
16, 2020).
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The partial, and at times complete, closure of Navajo government during COVID has led to a
reduction in operation and services. For example, even though money is available, the Agriculture
Infrastructure Fund has not been able to keep up in supplying water resources, repair windmills and dams
to assist livestock owners during the drought, or to keep up with the feral horse problem (Rima Krisst,
"Pandemic dampens emergency drought response," Navajo Times, July 15, 2020). Many Navajo government
workers were placed on paid leave in March, and retuned (at least temporarily) in late August (Rima Krisst,
"'Always wear your mask'," Navajo Times, August 20, 2020).
The Navajo Nation has continued to be assisted by considerable private aid. For example, the Navajo
and Hopi Families COVID-19 Relief Fund, which from March to July had raised $5.6 million, partnered
with Air Serv International to bring supplies to isolated communities (Rima Krisst, "'Fighting COVID-19 with
airplanes," Navajo Times, July 23, 2020). The Days for Girls Foundation began sending face masks and feminine
kits to the Nation in late April ("Foundation Society Donates to coronavirus efforts," Navajo Times, April 30,
2020). Workers at the Foundation for the Blind Child in Phoenix, AZ donated 245 cases of water to the
Navajo Nation in July (Pauly Denetclaw, "Co-workers respond to Dine with 245 cases of water," Navajo Times,
July 16, 2020).
The Oglala Sioux Tribal Council voted, September 9, 2020, to have all the employees at its East Wind
Casino return to work September 1, and the casino to reopen with appropriate protections September 15
(Tom Crash, "Council votes to open casinos," Lakota Times, September 10, 2020,
https://www.lakotatimes.com/articles/council-votes-to-open-casinos/).
However, when the second wave hit later in the fall, the casino had to close again. However, as of
December 15, 2020, the council was considering opening it again (search of Lakota Times archive,
https://www.lakotatimes.com/articles/tribal-council-terminates-housing-director-votes-to-open-east-wind-casino/).
On October 22, the Oglala Sioux Tribe Election Commission had to stop work counting ballots and
handling complaints as the office manager was diagnosed with COVID-19 and two commissioners had to
quarantine. It was hoped work could start up again in a few days (Yom Crash, "Covid-19 brings election process to
a halt," Lakota Times, October 22, 2020, https://www.lakotatimes.com/articles/covid-19-brings-election-process-toa-halt/).
Joaqlin Estus, "First tribal nation congressional delegate outlines goals," ICT, November 18, 2020,
https://indiancountrytoday.com/news/first-tribal-nation-congressional-delegate-outlines-goals-0w6tFYXPCU6OdYdN9yeEA, reported that in accordance with a treaty between the Cherokee Nation and the United States,
Cherokee Principle Chief Chuck Hoskin Jr. stated, “'With the unanimous support of the council of the Cherokee
Nation, I have named Kim Teehee as the first Cherokee Nation delegate to the House of Representatives,'
... at a National Congress of American Indians convention. 'Seating Kim Teehee will not only give the Cherokee
Nation a strong voice in Washington, D.C., it will give all of Indian Country a strong voice in Washington, D.C.'
The House still needs to vote to seat Teehee, who would serve as a non-voting delegate similar to those
representing Washington, D.C, and the U.S. territories. Such action typically is taken after a new Congress is
seated.'"
Aliyah Chavez and Kolby KickingWoman, "Washington NFL team kicks R-word to the curb," ICT, July
12,
2020,
https://indiancountrytoday.com/news/washington-nfl-team-kicks-r-word-to-the-curbpa0kLXIJ70uvMgEntv-xag, reported, "The Washington NFL franchise announced Monday it is retiring its
team name and logo, a fight Native activists have been leading for decades."
The team gave no timeline on when a new name and logo will be released. Spokesman Sean DeBarbieri
told Indian Country Today in an email, 'We won’t be commenting until the full process has been completed.'"
"Lack of Broadband Access Within Tribal Communities, Fuels Grave Concern Among Nation’s Library
Leaders," American Library Association (ALA), via E-mail. August 3, 2020, "On Tuesday, Aug. 4, at 2 p.m. CT,
American Library Association (ALA) President Julius C. Jefferson, Jr., will pay a virtual visit to the Jemez
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Pueblo Community Library, in Jemez Pueblo, New Mexico, where he will discuss the dire need for
broadband access among tribal communities and the central role libraries can play in connecting diverse
populations with high-speed internet access.
This event entitled “The Imperative of Broadband for Tribal Libraries,” is one of the stops on
Jefferson’s12-stop virtual tour, Holding Space: A national conversation series with libraries, to spotlight how
libraries of all kinds across the country are addressing the needs of their diverse communities and engaging
stakeholders to advocate for libraries.
'Roughly one in four rural households cannot connect to the internet, and it is often too slow and too
expensive for the households that have access,' said Jefferson. 'Affordable, high-speed internet access is
critical as library connectivity serves as a lifeline for patrons who need access to digital collections, egovernment services, legal information, distance learning, telemedicine, and many other essential
community services.”'
Residents in tribal communities often lack high-capacity broadband service, inhibiting access to
information, education, and work. Visit with tribal librarians, including participants in the Middle Rio Grande
Valley Cooperative and Jemez-Zia Pueblo Tribal Consortium. Tribal leaders will discuss innovative approaches to
improving broadband infrastructure for their respective communities and successes. This discussion also will focus
on needed for additional policies to ensure equitable access to connectivity. Jefferson and members of ALA Public
Policy and Advocacy Office will share a newly released case study from ALA that features the Middle Rio Grande
Valley Cooperative and the central role of libraries in expanding broadband access.
Joining Jefferson are:
Arlan Sando, Chief of Jemez Pueblo and Archivist, Jemez Pueblo Community Library and Archives
Aaron LaFramboise, Director of Libraries, Blackfeet Community College
Sonya Lopez, Field Representative, Office of Congressman Ben Ray Luján
Kimball Sekaquaptewa, Santa Fe Indian School
Marijke Visser, Associate Director and Senior Policy Advocate, Public Policy, American Library
Association
Maureen Wacondo, Librarian, Jemez Pueblo Community Library and Archives
'Jemez Pueblo Community Library strives to improving lives every day through literacy and lifelong
learning,' said Jefferson. 'Many of library successes and struggles to secure resources to enhance library services
take place in the shadows. Their stories need to be told, their professional organization and local community need
to listen, and their elected leaders need to support them.'
Each Holding Space community discussion will explore local and national solutions to local and national
issues and feature deep dives into an area of library service, including workforce development programs, children
and family services, outreach to rural residents, and broadband for Tribal communities.
Jefferson will also invite tour participants to join ALA advocates, who are currently supporting the
Library Stabilization Fund Act to provide federal resources to libraries during the COVID pandemic.
For more information on tour stops and how to join, visit ala.org/advocacy/holding-space.
Media interested in registering for the event or speaking with ALA President Julius C. Jefferson, Jr., library
leaders or advocates, may contact Macey Morales, deputy director, ALA Communications and Marketing Office,
at (312) 280-4393 or mmorales@ala.org, Shawnda Hines, assistant director, communications, ALA Public Policy
and Advocacy Office at 1 (800) 941-8478 or shines@alawash.org, or Steve Zalusky, Communications Specialist,
ALA Communications and Marketing Office, at (312) 280-1546 or szalusky@ala.org.
About the American Library Association
The American Library Association (ALA) is the foremost national organization providing resources to
inspire library and information professionals to transform their communities through essential programs and
services. For more than 140 years, the ALA has been the trusted voice for academic, public, school, government,
and special libraries, advocating for the profession and the library's role in enhancing learning and ensuring access
to information for all. For more information, visit ala.org.
Contact:
Macey Morales
Deputy Director
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Communications and Marketing Office
American Library Association
225 N Michigan Ave
Suite 1300
Chicago, IL 60601
312-280-4393
mmorales@ala.org"
A number of Indian Nations have been asking the federal government to extend the December 30,
2020 deadline for spending Cares act funds, which would be lost if not spent by the deadline. The short
period of time the much needed funding has been available, combined with the complexity of the limitations
on how it can be spent find numerous Tribes unable to spend the money before the deadline, although they
are very much in need for it (Dalton Walker, "Deadline Looms for Tribes’ Cares Act Spending," ICT, December
23,
2020,
https://mcusercontent.com/ee83519a17075b9d5a2c44042/files/145151ed-dc3b-40ff-88552b3a619813cf/12.23.20_The_Weekly.pdf).
Cedar Attanasio, "US grants broadband licenses to rural tribes," ICT, October 10, 2020,
https://indiancountrytoday.com/news/us-grants-broadband-licenses-to-rural-tribesGgV3JrS2sUmWeLPUTwZ1UA, reported, "The Federal Communications Commission has granted
broadband licenses ideal for high-speed wireless internet to rural tribal governments in New Mexico,
Arizona and elsewhere." 154 of the 400 requests from Native Nations for high speed internet licenses were
granted, and more are under consideration.
Aliyah Chavez, "Bringing awareness to Indigenous men’s mental health through biking," ICT, September
26, 2020, https://indiancountrytoday.com/news/bringing-awareness-to-indigenous-men-s-mental-healththrough-biking-6ve4RJG2Gkyt3fAfj7WYcg, reported, "A group of Indigenous men cycling more than 800
miles say they have one goal in mind: to bring hope and healing for Black and Indigenous men.
The ride is sponsored by Break the (BI)CYCLE, an organization dedicated to bringing awareness to
the mental health challenges faced by men of color. It began on Sept. 14 in Wyoming and will conclude in the
coming days in New Mexico."
"Iroquois Nationals accept invitation to World Games," ICT, September 7, 2020,
https://indiancountrytoday.com/news/iroquois-nationals-accept-invitation-to-world-gamesIDskz00isEuTv6m67wxdJA, reported, "The Iroquois Nationals lacrosse team has accepted an invitation to
compete at the 2022 World Games in Birmingham, Alabama."
Mary Annette Pember, "Native American Graves Repatriation Act turns 30," ICT, November 21, 2020,
https://indiancountrytoday.com/news/native-american-graves-repatriation-act-turns-30-BhnGrJBYbk-JrOirf6tdeg,
reported, "Despite federal law ordering their repatriation, thousands of ancestors remains still languish in boxes and
basements."
Although many body parts and artifacts have been returned under the Native American Graves Protection
and Repatriation Act (NAGPRA), passed in December 1991, numerous institutions have not acted in good faith
and still retain a huge numbers of items that Tribes have requested and are entitled to. Separate legislation requires
the Smithsonian Institution to repatriate remains and artifacts to tribes, Public Law 101-185.
Sandra Hale Schulman, "Big Win in #Nomorestolenancestors Fight," ICT, December 10, 2020,
https://mcusercontent.com/ee83519a17075b9d5a2c44042/files/89d539b4-7899-422b-9490bf5f917b24e8/12.10.20_The_Weekly_min.pdf?utm_source=Indian+Country+Today&utm_campaign=9eefa4dc11THE_WEEKLY_2020_12_03_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_5e3432615c-9eefa4dc11361238364, reported, "Recent policy changes at the Smithsonian National Museum of Natural History in
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Washington, D.C., will provide an unprecedented opportunity to repatriate thousands of ancestors and
sacred funerary objects to the Seminole and other tribes across the U.S.
The Repatriation Committee of the Seminole Tribe of Florida led the push for the revisions, which
included years of emotional meetings."
The Biloxi-Chitimacha-Choctaw Tribe (IDJC Tribe) of Louisiana, has been losing land, homes, jobs
and income on its homeland of Isle de Jean Charles, which is increasingly being inundated by rising seas
and major storms. The IDCC Tribe has been seeking a new homeland inland, but with a bridge to the Isle.
A $48 million Housing and Urban Development National Disaster Resilience Grant to the State of Louisiana in
2015, which included a Tribal Resettlement plan, and then the inclusion by the state of Louisiana of a tribal
resettlement plan, has provided an initial step for the UDJC Tribe to move toward its vision of "Tribal resettlement
as a living and active bridge to our ancestral Island. Our relationships, ways of life, and identity will be supported
by a community center, a museum, and gatherings on acreage inland—all toward the entire Tribe moving back
together." In order to realize its plan, the Tribe is seeking grants and donations, as well as collaboration with local
colleges, universities, nonprofits, communities, and other Indian nations (Chantel Comardelle, "Preserving Our
Place: Isle de Jean Charles," Nonprofit Quarterly, October 19, 2020, https://nonprofitquarterly.org/preserving-ourplace-isle-de-jean-charles/?bbeml=tp-pck9Q6QNPEiuBt3JmyTokQ.jApI-5_NEf0yOJ55Ry8swg.rqOtGwqj2X0O6FNKChVOzJQ.lLV_2cl318Uya6V9F6AJWsA).
Clifton Adcock, "After SCOTUS decision, some jailed American Indians wait weeks without access to
attorneys," The Norman Transcript, August 30, 2020, https://www.normantranscript.com/news/after-scotusdecision-some-jailed-american-indians-wait-weeks-without-access-to-attorneys/article_c2d4d45e-eaef-11ea-bd0e03aa02a10b69.html, reported, "Since the U.S. Supreme Court’s landmark [McGirt] decision in early July
holding that the Muscogee (Creek) Nation’s reservation was never disestablished, many American Indians
arrested in Tulsa have found themselves in a sort of legal limbo, often being held without bond in jail for
days or weeks before ever seeing a judge or provided access to an attorney."
While non-Indians who have been arrested on relatively low-level crimes usually receive a bond hearing
within 24 hours, American Indians arrested on similar complaints could find themselves waiting days or even
weeks while federal, state and tribal authorities decide who, if anyone, will pursue charges against them."
The problem is multifold. While the Muskogee Nation, local, state and federal law enforcement
agencies cross deputized their officers to make arrests, and prosecutors of the involved jurisdictions
coordinated their operation to keep arrests for crimes flowing, the processing of prisoners was stalled in
several ways. First, there was confusion or just delay in deciding in many cases over who had jurisdiction to
prosecute, whether the charge was for a major crime, prosecutable by the federal government, or a minor offense
to be tried in tribal court.
Second, with the Muscogee holding facilities some distance from Tulsa unable to hold the influx of new
prisoners, there are communication and transportation problems in getting those held under Muskogee
jurisdiction transferred from jail in Tulsa. More important, neither the Muscogee Nation nor the Federal law
government in the Tulsa region have the court personnel or facilities to keep up with sudden increase in
cases. That part requires federal financing and trial and judicially related development that will take time to
develop, and bridging arrangements.
In addition, the McGirt decision has led to legal and financial problems. Concerning domestic violence,
in particular, protective orders are issued under state law, but without new legislation it would appear they are not
enforceable by tribal courts. For those being held in Tulsa lockup under federal charges, the federal authorities do
not have a contract with the Tulsa jail to hold them, so the jail is not being reimbursed the cost of holding them.
Kolby KickingWoman, "US attorney general pledges resources at Cherokee meeting," ICT, September 30,
2020, https://indiancountrytoday.com/news/us-attorney-general-pledges-resources-at-cherokee-meeting-tF8CSWvf0ma9l6-I808sg, reported, "U.S. Attorney General William Barr told tribal leaders in Oklahoma on
Wednesday that additional resources are planned to help address an increase in criminal cases that followed
a recent U.S. Supreme Court ruling.
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Barr said funds were being allocated to hire four federal prosecutors, two each for the eastern and
northern districts of Oklahoma, after the decision in McGirt v. Oklahoma. They are expected to be crossdesignated to be able to prosecute criminal cases in federal and tribal courts, he said."
The McGirt decision, in putting new life into the U.S. 1866 treaty with the Muskogee Nation, has
raised the hopes of Black Muscogees, descendants of freed slaves of Muscogee tribal members, that the
provision in the treaty granting them membership in the Nation, long overlooked, will now be enforced (Jack
Healy, "Black and Bent on his Native American Rights," The New York Times, September 8, 2020).
"Operation Lady Justice Task Force Opens Second Cold Case Office in Rapid City," Lakota Times,
August 06, 2020, https://www.lakotatimes.com/articles/operation-lady-justice-task-force-opens-second-coldcase-office-in-rapid-city/, reported, "Today, Today, officials from the U.S. Departments of the Interior and
Health and Human Services announced the opening of the second of seven cold case offices established through an
initiative of Operation Lady Justice to investigate cold cases involving missing and murdered American Indians
and Alaska Natives."
Stewart Hungtington, "Historic land settlement inches closer in South Dakota," Lakota Times, October 08,
2020, https://www.lakotatimes.com/articles/historic-land-settlement-inches-closer-in-south-dakota/, reported that
researchers trying to find out what happened to Indian children who died in the early twentieth century at long
closed Indian boarding school in Rapid City, SD discovered that on closing it the federal government
established never exercised Indian land rights on the property, "Through title records, they traced a string
of questionable transactions that shows how municipal power brokers kept out of Indian hands all of the
1,200 prime, in-town acres left behind when the federal government quit the property – despite a 1948 federal
law spelling out how Natives could share the wealth.
Today, the tightly argued legal claim for small parcels of the vast acreage has brought the city to the
negotiating table to discuss terms of a land and asset transfer that, if executed, would mark the first time the
city has reversed itself to address decades of demands that local Natives derive some benefit from the school
property.
Michael Levenson, "Kansas City Chiefs Ban Headdresses at Stadium: The announcement came just over a
month after Washington’s football team announced, under pressure from corporate sponsors, that it would drop its
logo
and
name,"
The
New
York
Times,
August
20,
2020,
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/08/20/sports/football/Kansas-City-Chiefs-Ban-Headdresses-Face-Paint.html,
reported, "The Kansas City Chiefs said on Thursday that the team was prohibiting fans from wearing
ceremonial headdresses and Native American-style face paint at Arrowhead Stadium, becoming the latest
organization to confront offensive symbols amid a nationwide discussion of racist imagery and iconography."
Joseph Martin, "Braves work with tribe to address cultural concerns," ICT, August 28, 2020,
https://indiancountrytoday.com/news/braves-work-with-tribe-to-address-cultural-concernsTH2GB313TUKlEXXyd-- cOw, reported that the Atlanta Braves baseball team, wanting to keep their name
while removing racist connections with it, appointed two members of the Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians
to advise it in dealing appropriately with cultural issues. "Before the Atlanta Braves' home opener this summer
at Truist Park, the team showed a video (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IAty8FmMvas)highlighting the
region’s Cherokee culture.
"It featured elements of the Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians’ landscape, language and traditions, along
with comments from the tribe’s chief and multiple tribal citizens echoing the refrain, 'We are still here.'”
The minor League Spokane, WA Indians baseball Team long has been engaged with the Spokane
Tribe of Indians to maintain respectful relations and representation of tribal references (David Walstein,
"They're Indians, With Native American Support," The New York Times, August 4, 2020).
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Arlo
Iron
Cloud,
"Mni
Luzahan
Patrol,"
Lakota
Times,
October
22,
2020,
https://www.lakotatimes.com/articles/mni-luzahan-patrol/, reported, "The Mni Luzahan Patrol was created to
aid the homeless in Rapid City S.D. The mayor of Rapid City, Steve Allender stated in an article written in the
cities local paper that there is a major homeless problem. The problem is a 'Native American' problem, according
to the mayor. The majority of the people walking the streets are indigenous, however they are not moving here
from reservations, as the major also stated in the paper. Reports of mistreatment from local homeless shelters
and other entities that aid homeless in Rapid City created a movement of local people. This grass roots
movement is comprised of indigenous and non-native partners walking the streets from sun down to sun up
making sure those that are homeless are at least given their basic needs."
Mary Annette Pember, "A 'monumental first' for the Oglala Sioux," ICT, November 24, 2020,
https://indiancountrytoday.com/news/a-monumental-first-for-the-oglala-sioux-Nra3GVtdlUaA1yEHuJ--Rg,
reported that Alicia Mousseau, "elected on November 3, is believed to be the first publicly LGBTQ candidate
to win a seat on the tribe’s executive council."
The Northern Ute's, Ute Bulletin, reported, July 27, 2020, http://www.utetribe.com, July 20, 2020,
Subject: Emergency Management Situation Report, As of Today, we have 4 Confirmed Case on the Uintah &
Ouray Indian Reservation. There are 60 confirmed Cases in Uintah County, 5 hospitalizations, 31
recovered, with 29 overall active cases. There are 35 confirmed case in Duchesne County, 2 hospitalization
with 15 recovered, and 28 overall active cases." There were no COVID-19 hospitalizations and no one was
reported recovered on the reservation.
The Bulletin in late December indicated 54 active cases, 195 recovered and 1 death.
Kendra Chamberlain, "Acoma Guv: No tribal consultation before IHS suspended services at medical
facility," New Mexico Poltical Report, November 17, 2020, https://nmpoliticalreport.com/2020/11/17/acoma-guvno-tribal-consultation-before-ihs-suspended-services-at-regional-medical-facility-serving-9000natives/?mc_cid=d39ed0d051&mc_eid=cde7993ced, reported, "Acoma Pueblo Governor Brian Vallo said the
federal government did not consult with pueblo leaders before deciding to end most of the healthcare
services offered at a regional medical facility that serves roughly 9,000 Indigenous residents.
Indian Health Service (IHS), which sits under the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, recently
suspended most of the services offered at the Acoma-Cañoncito-Laguna (ACL) unit, including inpatient
critical care and emergency room services, converting the facility into a “limited hour urgent care,”
according to a press release from Acoma Pueblo. The facility will still offer COVID-19 testing, but will no longer
accept patients or offer emergency room services.
The facility serves Indigenous communities of Acoma Pueblo, Laguna Pueblo and the To’Hajiilee
chapter of the Navajo Nation. The hospital serves roughly 9,000 Indigenous residents, and has a 25 inpatient bed
capacity.
The suspension of services comes as COVID-19 cases surge across the state and hospital bed capacity has
quickly been filled. Vallo issued a state of emergency declaration on Nov. 6 in response to the closure."
The Navajo Nation Council passed a fiscal year 2021 budget, in November, down $50 million from
FY2020 because of loss of the Navajo Generating Station and COVID (Arlyssa Becenti, "Council passes budget 2
months after start of fiscal year 2020," Navajo Times, November 12, 2020).
Members of Navajo Nation who traditionally lived off the land but who have abandoned farming in
recent years have begun to return to farming on the reservation as a result of the lockdown from a very
serious COVD-19 outbreak on the reservation. With tough measures, the pandemic has eased on Navajo land,
but with a huge surge in Arizona, and an increase in cases in New Mexico and elsewhere, the Nation's
government has banned traveling outside the nation. That has further encouraged local folks to farm, and
improve the Nation's food situation. However, there is a clean water problem from leaking mine sites
upstream in Colorado. As of July 2020 the pollution problem is minor, but the potential is there for spills to
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raise pollution to serious levels (Laurel Morales, "Navajo Nation Sees Farming Renaissance During Coronavirus
Pandemic," NPR, All Things Considered, https://www.npr.org/2020/07/28/895735482/navajo-nation-sees-farmingrenaissance-during-coronavirus-pandemic?utm_source=Environment+Wrap-Up&utm_campaign=5aab6c761eEMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2017_07_12_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_be5ca4cdac-5aab6c761e142253585&mc_cid=5aab6c761e&mc_eid=cde7993ced).
The Rotary Clubs of Sonoma Valley and Sedona have been providing water assistance in various
forms on the Navajo Nation, including donating $5000 in August 2020 to the Navajo Water Project
("Rotarians authorize $5000 for Navajo Water Project," Navajo Times, September 3, 2020).
The Navajo Nation town of To’hajiilee does not have enough water from its one well for its 2,000
residents. To have enough water, the town wants to build a 7.3 water pipeline to the Albuquerque Bernalillo
County Water Utility Authority’s westernmost water tank to access Navajo Nation water rights. However,
Western Albuquerque Land Holdings has refused to enter into negotiations for the pipeline to cross its
property. The next step is unclear. eminent domain might be a possibility (Jessica Dyer. "County stepping in to
help To’hajiilee to get clean," Albuquerque Journal, July 30, 2020, https://www.abqjournal.com/1480794/countystepping-in-to-help-tohajiilee-get-clean-water.html?utm_source=Environment+WrapUp&utm_campaign=5aab6c761eEMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2017_07_12_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_be5ca4cdac-5aab6c761e142253585&mc_cid=5aab6c761e&mc_eid=cde7993ced).
Kendra Chamberlain, "A ‘humanitarian crisis’: To’Hajiilee’s aquifer is running out of water," New Mexico
Political Report, September 1, 2020, https://nmpoliticalreport.com/2020/09/01/a-humanitarian-crisis-tohajiileesaquifer-is-running-out-of-water/?mc_cid=a104139feb&mc_eid=cde7993ced, reported, "The Diné community of
To’Hajiilee is named after a spring in the area, which at one point sputtered up enough freshwater to fill one
bucket after another. That’s what the name references, roughly translated into English. Today, the segment of Rio
Puerco aquifer that is located beneath the village, which sits just outside Albuquerque near I-40, is running
out of water."
In late 2020, an arrangement was made to put through the pipeline to provide sufficient water to
To’hajiilee.
Aliyah Chavez, "Tó Éí Iiná Bottle Benefits Navajo Nation," ICT,
November 25, 2020,
https://mcusercontent.com/ee83519a17075b9d5a2c44042/files/5fbd9b11-723c-4971-98c1e9b444abb18d/11.25.20_The_Weekly.pdf?utm_source=Indian+Country+Today&utm_campaign=121b6a22a6THE_WEEKLY_2020_11_25&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_5e3432615c-121b6a22a6-361238364,
reported, "Popular water bottle maker Nalgene is pledging to help the Navajo Nation battle its water crisis
by donating part of its sales [of exclusive bottle 'Tó éí iiná,' meaning 'Water is Life,'] to 90 citizens who lack
access to running water. "
"The bottle retails for $15 on the company’s website, and $5 from every bottle sold will benefit the Navajo
Nation. Nalgene also donated nearly $30,000 in funds and supplies to the nation in August."
The Southern Ute Tribal Council, in early November 2020, set up a working group to examine areas
to improve the Tribes operation, following several years of hearing increasing complaints about the size and
inefficiency of its administration. Consistent with the tribe's emphasis on including traditional inclusive member
participation in its decision making, tribal member were invited to provide ideas and information to the working
group either by e-mail or phone message ("Tribe approves reorganization working group," Southern Ute Drum,
November 3, 2020).
A complaint by a citizen of the Seminole Nation of Oklahoma on election night that American
Indians were invisible in CNN reporting, as one of its charts listed how people voted by race, as white,
Latino, Black, “something else” and Asian (Cheyanne Mumphrey and Felicia Fonseca, "When 'Something Else'
Equals Invisible," ICT, December 10, 2020, " https://indiancountrytoday.com/news/when-something-else-equals180

invisible-bc88VyCWLkuis1lhXeQWFw, is a reminder that, although there has been some improvement,
American Indians an Alaska Natives continue to be left out of a great deal of essential studies. Moreover,
when Native people are studied, the studies are often not continued over time, while similar studies that
include Indigenous Americans on the same issues in different time periods are often undertaken or reported
differently, making longitudinal comparisons difficult to impossible (for example, see, Ladonna Harris,
Stephen M. Sachs and Barbara Morris, Recreating the Circle: The Renewal of American Indian Self Determination
(University of New Mexico Press, 2011), Ch. 2).
"Tribes in NM under intense pressure to complete census count by new deadline, New Mexico Political
Report
(first
published
by
New
Mexico
In
Depth ),
September
13,
2020,
https://nmpoliticalreport.com/2020/09/13/tribes-in-nm-under-intense-pressure-to-complete-census-count-by-newdeadline/?mc_cid=a7d24d104a&mc_eid=cde7993ced, reported,
By https://nmpoliticalreport.com/2020/09/13/tribes-in-nm-under-intense-pressure-to-complete-census-count-bynew-deadline/?mc_cid=a7d24d104a&mc_eid=cde7993ced, reporrted, "With three weeks to go before the US
Census is scheduled to end, 19 percent of Navajo people have responded to the U.S. Census, a much lower
rate than for New Mexico and the U.S. overall, and lags behind all other tribes located within the state other
than Jicarilla Apache.
The once-a-decade head count of the U.S. population helps determine federal funding for healthcare,
housing, roads, and a range of other important services and robust responses by tribal members ensure that their
communities receive an equitable share of federal resources."
"But the census deadline looms ominously following the Trump administration’s decision in early August
to abruptly move it from the end of October to September 30. Earlier this month the Navajo Nation and the Gila
River Indian Community joined a lawsuit filed last month by several nonprofits, including the National
Urban League and the League of Women Voters, as well as cities and counties in a number of states, to keep
the census deadline at the end of October."
Efforts by Navajo Nation to increase census response since the end of July have increased the
response rate, but so far nowhere near quickly enough to reach the 53.6% counting set by the Navajo
Nation's president.
Marissa Higgins, "After more than 200 years, Esselen Tribe rightfully regains ancestral lands in
California," Daily Kos, July 29, 2020, https://www.dailykos.com/stories/2020/7/29/1964866/-After-more-than200-years-Esselen-Tribe-rightfully-regains-ancestral-lands-in-California?detail=emaildksp, reported that "the
Esselen Tribe is finally getting back some of its ancestral lands. The Esselen Tribe of Monterey County, a
nonprofit designed to preserve tribal heritage, is being transferred ownership of just under two square
miles of the undeveloped property in Big Sur. The land is about five miles from the ocean and has previously
been known as the Adler Ranch. As Tom Little Bear Nason, chairman of the Essen Tribe of Monterey County,
told Monterey County Weekly: 'We are back after a 250-year absence—because in 1770 our people were taken
to the missions.' He added: 'Now we are back home.”
Nanette Deetz, "‘Positive step forward’: California ski resort to change its name," ICT, August 26, 2020,
https://indiancountrytoday.com/news/positive-step-forward-california-ski-resort-to-change-its-name-rM9b8xXbkeHC1mkWn4OBQ, reported, "California’s popular Squaw Valley Ski Resort will change its name
because the word is a derogatory term for Native American women, officials announced August 25.
The decision was reached after consulting with local tribes and extensive research into the etymology
and history of the term 'squaw,' said Ron Cohen, president and COO of Squaw Valley Alpine Meadows."
Those consulted included leaders of the Washoe Tribe, whose Chairman and Vice Chairman said, “The
Washoe People have lived in the area for thousands of years. We have great reverence for our ancestors, history
and lands. We are very pleased with this decision. Today is a day that many have worked towards for decades....
The Washoe Tribal Council recognizes the significance of the name change and on behalf of the Washoe people
expresses its great appreciation for this positive step forward."
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Amanda Jackson, "After 250 years, Native American tribe regains ownership of Big Sur ancestral lands," CNN, 30th
July 2020, https://www.cnn.com/travel/article/native-american-tribe-big-sur-ancestral-lands-trnd/index.html, "A
northern California Indian tribe's sacred land is now back under their ownership, thanks to the help of a
conservancy group.
The Esselen Tribe, one of the state's smallest and least well known tribes, inhabited the Santa Lucia
Mountains and the Big Sur coast for thousands of years, according to their website. Nearly 250 years ago, their
land was taken from then by Spanish explorers, according to the tribe's history. The tribe remained landless until
Monday.
The Esselen Tribe of Monterey County (ETMC) closed escrow on a $4.5 million deal with Western
Rivers Conservancy (WRC), an environmental group, to purchase nearly 1,200 acres in Big Sur. The WRC
acquires land with the purpose of finding a long-term steward that will conserve the natural habitat. In
October the group announced it helped the tribe to be rewarded a grant through the California Natural Resources
Agency that covered the purchase of the land."
"Steps taken to create Alaska regional tribal government," ICT, November 7, 2020,
https://indiancountrytoday.com/news/steps-taken-to-create-alaska-regional-tribal-government8EXcmjPW9UadsF6CGFj9Ng, reported, "An Alaska Native regional corporation has set a path toward a plan
to organize tribes into a regional government in the Yukon-Kuskokwim Delta, an official said.
The Calista Corporation established a process for each of 56 tribes to signal their intent to vote on the
creation of a government for the western Alaska region, KYUK-AM reported Wednesday." The deadline for
responding was extended to December 31, 2020, because of the pandemic.
Inuit Circumpolar Council Alaska, "Food Sovereignty and Self-Governance - Inuit Role in Arctic Marine
Resource Management," Cultural Survival, September 14, 2020, https://www.culturalsurvival.org/news/foodsovereignty-and-self-governance-inuit-role-arctic-marine-resource-management, stated, "The Inuit Circumpolar
Council Alaska, in collaboration with partners, is pleased to release the report: Food Sovereignty and SelfGovernance - Inuit Role in Arctic Marine Resource Management. This Inuit-led report illuminates the unique
and rich Inuit values and management practices that have successfully safeguarded the Arctic for thousands
of years.
We, Inuit, are at the forefront of the drastic changes taking place in the Arctic. As the world
community increasingly turns its focus to the Arctic, it is important to ensure that Inuit Food Sovereignty is
a priority in every context. This report links Inuit Food Sovereignty to holistic and adaptive management
strategies that can ensure the food security, health, and well-being of Inuit throughout the Arctic for
generations to come.
The legal systems summarized in the report were formed at a time when Indigenous Knowledge and Inuit
management approaches were not given the respect and recognition they deserve by western cultures. For
thousands of years, we have thrived in the Arctic. Our culture is rooted in values that shape the relationships we
hold with everything within the Arctic ecosystem. Our values—including respect, collaboration, and sharing—all
aid in supporting healthy and harmonious relationships and communities. These values are the core of our
traditional management practices.
Western management systems overlaid on top of traditional Inuit practices often take a different
approach, sometimes grounded in historical discrimination. This report elevates our values, knowledge, and
practices to bring forward the roles and perspectives of Inuit to support equity and food sovereignty.
The report uses four case studies focused on walrus, char, beluga, and salmon as a lens to explore current
management and co-management practices in Alaska and the Inuvialuit Settlement Region. The report further
offers snapshots of important connecting components, such as climate change, the need for an ecosystem-based
approach, the impacts of imposed borders, and the strength and resilience of Inuit culture. Throughout this work,
the authors have emphasized the importance of law and policy reforms needed to capture the perspectives of Inuit.
In addition, the interpretation and implementation of such law and policy must be understood in relation to how
they support or impede our food sovereignty in a rapidly changing Arctic.
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All of the dimensions of self-determination related to management and co-management are reflected in the
transformative recommendations offered by the contributing authors. These recommendations span across national
and international realms. If implemented, the recommendations will support Inuit food sovereignty, holistic and
adaptive decision-making, and the well-being of the entire Arctic.
This project was conducted in partnership with the Eskimo Walrus Commission, the Inuvialuit Game
Council, the Fisheries Joint Management Committee, the Kuskokwim River Inter-Tribal Fish Commission, the
Association of Village Council Presidents, Environmental Law Institute, and advised by ICC Canada. The report is
a product of over 90 Inuit authors and a nine member Advisory Committee.
This report will be of use to a broad spectrum of people. Inuit communities and co-management groups
may use the reports to aid in communicating with those from outside their communities. Decisionmakers,
federal/state/territorial governments, academics, environmentalists, policy-makers, and industry may use the Final
Report as a tool to enhance their understanding of the Arctic and to heighten Inuit Food Sovereignty.
This report is accessible on our website at www.iccalaska.org. The following link will take you directly
to the report – https://iccalaska.org/media-and-reports/inuit-foodsecurity-project/
This work is supported by the National Science Foundation under Grant No. 1732373. The opinions, findings, and
conclusions or recommendations expressed are those of the author(s) and do not necessarily reflect the views of the
National Science Foundation.
Contact: Carolina Behe ICC (Alaska) Cell # - 917.415.7345 carolina@iccalaska.org
Founded in 1977 by the late Eben Hopson of Sr. of Utqiagvik (formerly Barrow), Alaska, the Inuit
Circumpolar Council (ICC) has flourished and grown into a major international non-government organization
representing approximately 180,000 Inuit of Alaska, Canada, Greenland, and Chukotka (Russia). The organization
holds Consultative Status II at the United Nations Economic and Social Council and is a Permanent Participant at
the Arctic Council. To thrive in our circumpolar homeland of Inuit Nunaat, we had the vision to realize that we
must speak with a united voice on issues of common concern and combine our energies and talents towards
protecting and promoting our way of life. ICC represents the interests of Inuit and we have offices in four Arctic
regions – Alaska, Canada, Greenland, and Chukotka. Though each of our communities are unique, we are one
people, in a single homeland, across four countries."
First Peoples Worldwide, "United Nations Investigates Allegations that U.S. Violates the Rights of the
Gwich’in with Proposed Oil and Gas Development in the Arctic Refuge," Cultural Survival, September 01, 2020,
https://www.culturalsurvival.org/news/united-nations-investigates-allegations-us-violates-rights-gwichinproposed-oil-and-gas, reported, "The United Nations Committee on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination
(CERD) has taken the extraordinary measure to call for an investigation of the United
States (https://tbinternet.ohchr.org/Treaties/CERD/Shared%20Documents/USA/INT_CERD_ALE_USA_9242_E.
pdf) regarding proposed oil and gas development in the coastal plain of the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge.
CERD’s inquiry highlights concerns that planned development by the United States was 'conducted without
the free, prior and informed consent of and adequate consultation with Gwich’in Indigenous Peoples,
despite the serious harm such extractive activities could allegedly cause.'
CERD’s letter to the United States, sent August 7, and posted this week to CERD’s website
(https://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/CERD/Pages/EarlyWarningProcedure.aspx), responds to the Request For
Early
Warning
Measures
and
Urgent
Action
Procedures (https://www.colorado.edu/program/fpw/sites/default/files/attachedfiles/gwichin_steering_committee_request_to_cerd.pdf) submitted by the Gwich’in Steering Committee, Cultural
Survival, Land is Life, First Peoples Worldwide, and the American Indian Law Clinic at the University of
Colorado on November 13, 2019.
Since the initial submission and CERD’s response, the Trump administration took final action and released
its record of decision to allow oil leasing (https://www.colorado.edu/program/fpw/sites/default/files/attachedfiles/gwichin_steering_committee_request_to_cerd.pdf) in the Arctic Refuge. The Gwich'in Steering
Committee
and
allied
groups filed
domestic
litigation (https://www.sierraclub.org/pressreleases/2020/08/gwich-allied-groups-sue-trump-agencies-for-illegal-lease-program-arctic) challenging the lease
program on August 24.
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In its response, CERD expressed grave concerns and asked the U.S. government to provide
information as to how it is taking measures to guarantee the Gwich’ins right to free, prior, and informed
consent (FPIC), to protect sacred sites, prevent violence against Indigenous women, mitigate the climate
impact of drilling in the Coastal Plain, and 'ensure effective remedies against instances of racial
discrimination, including in the context of extractive industries.'
The UN also expressed concern that proposed development could infringe on the Gwich’in peoples’
human rights 'by significantly reducing their traditional source of food, the caribou, encroaching on the
sacred site of the coastal plain, increasing health risks due to environmental degradation, including air
pollution, and by increasing the risk of violence against Indigenous women due to the arrival of extractive
industry workers.'
When U.S. policy inadequately considers the rights of Indigenous Peoples, international mechanisms such
as CERD are crucial to preventing devastating impacts. This is a major development in the recognition of the
human rights of the Gwich’in. CERD is the treaty body responsible for monitoring the implementation of the
International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination (ICERD), which the United
States has signed and ratified. The letter notes that 'domestic remedies available to Indigenous Peoples do not
provide a legal basis for addressing the underlying cause of structural discrimination.'
'We urged the international community to hold the United States responsible for ongoing discrimination
towards us as Indigenous Peoples. That call has been answered by the Committee on the Elimination of Racial
Discrimination,' said Bernadette Demientieff, Executive Director of the Gwich’in Steering Committee. 'Almost all
international human rights conventions recognize the Gwich’in people’s fundamental rights to our culture, health,
nutrition, and subsistence. Securing permanent protection for ‘Iizhik Gwats’an Gwandaii Goodlit’ (The Sacred
Place Where Life Begins) is about our human rights, our way of life, and our very survival.'
'We are encouraged that the United Nations has taken this critical step to protect the human rights of the
Gwich’in people and their sacred homelands, especially their right to free, prior and informed consent as enshrined
in the Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples,' said Carla Fredericks, Director of First Peoples Worldwide
and the American Indian Law Clinic at the University of Colorado Boulder, and Cultural Survival Board Member.
'The CERD inquiry underscores how the fight to protect the Arctic Refuge is as much a human
rights issue as it is an environmental issue,' said Sierra Club Senior Campaign Representative Ben Cushing. 'As
international treaty bodies express serious concern about the Trump administration’s fast-tracked plans for oil and
gas drilling in the Arctic Refuge, oil companies and the banks that fund them should take note. Arctic drilling
would be a violation of human rights, and is an investment not worth pursuing.'”
The Biden-Harris Transition announced in a December 17, 2020 E-mail, "Congresswoman Deb Haaland
as Secretary of the Interior," "Haaland is a barrier-breaking public servant who has spent her career fighting for
families, including in Tribal Nations, rural communities, and communities of color. Currently serving as Vice
Chair of the House Committee on Natural Resources, Haaland will be ready on day one to protect our
environment and fight for a clean energy future. If confirmed, she will make history as the first-ever Native
American Cabinet secretary.
On the eve of the November 2020 election: Mary Annette Pember, "Native vote plays powerful role,
especially in swing states," ICT, October 29, 2020, https://indiancountrytoday.com/news/native-vote-playspowerful-role-especially-in-swing-states-hJRQxO1j5Eqf6fAQ25xhCw, reported, "Native voters stand to play a
crucial role in the 2020 election, especially in swing states where they make up significant portions of eligible
voters. States in which two major parties have similar levels of support and high numbers of electoral votes
are also home to large Native populations.
The approximately 3.7 million Natives and Alaska Natives of voting age are represented in this
election’s crucial swing states.
Swing states and percentage of eligible Native voters:
Arizona — 5.6 percent
Colorado — 2.5 percent
Michigan — 1.4 percent
184

Minnesota — 1.8 percent
Nevada — 2.5 percent
North Carolina — 2.1 percent
Wisconsin — 1.5 percent."
Native Candidates on the Ballot on the Eve of the November Election, 2020, with results when
known (In all, for U.S. President 1, for U.S. Senate 1, for U.S. House 13, for state senate 23, for state house 50,
for other state positions 8, for judgships 6, and for county and municipal offices 9)
Running for U.S. President: Mark Charles (Independent), Diné, was on the ballot in a few states,
including Vermont and Colorado, and a write in candidate in 30 states.
Running for U.S. Senate: Paulette Jordan (D) Coeur d’Alene, in Idaho.
Running for U.S. Congress:
Running for reelection were: Sharice Davids (D), Ho Chunk, in Kansas, 3rd District; Markwayne
Mullin (R), Cherokee, in Oklahoma's 2nd District (opposed by Danyell Lanier (D), Cherokee); Tom Cole (R),
Chickasaw Nation, in Oklahoma's 4th District; and Deb Haaland (D) of Laguna and Jemez Pueblo in New
Mexico's 2nd District. XochitI Torres Small (D), though not a tribal member, is Aztec, in New Mexio's 3rd
District, opposed for the second time by Yvette Herrell (R), Cherokee. Winning were: Davids, Haaland, Mullin,
Cole, Herrell and Kahele, a record six Natives will be in the next congress.
Running to enter Congress: Tricia Zunker (D), Ho-Chunk, in Wisconsin's 7th District; Lynnette Grey
Bull (D), Northern Arapaho and Hunkpapa Lakota, in Wyoming's state wide district; Darren Parry (D).
Northwestern Band of the Shoshone Nation, in Utah's 1st District; Rudy Soto (D), Shoshone-Bannock, in Idaho's
1st District; and Kaiali’i ‘Kai’ Kahele (D), Native Hawaiian,) in Hawail'is Second District.
State Legislatures: Four American Indians were on the ballot for the Kansas legislature, including
Christina Haswood (D), Navajo, who is unopposed and won in District 10 and would be the youngest sitting
legislator in the state, along with Stephanie Byers (Chickasaw), who won, and Ponka-We Victors (Tohono
O’odham and Ponca), reelected for a sixth term; Six Natives were on the in Minnesota ballot for the
legislature, three in the Senate: Alan Roy (D), White Earth Nation, Mary Kunesh-Podein (D), Standing Rock
Soux descent and Donna Bergstrom (R), Red Lake Nation, in District 7, and three in the House: Heather Keeler
(D), Yankton Sioux, in District 4A, along with incumbent Jamie Becker-Finn (D), Leech lake Band of Ojibwe
descent, and Gaylene Spolarich (D), Turtle Mountain Band of Chippew ; Three Natives were running for the
Oklahoma legislature, including Shane Jett (R), Cherokee, for state Senate seats in Oklahoma. In Wyoming,
incumbent Andi Clifford (D), Northern Arapaho, defeated Valaira Whiteman (R), Northern Arapaho, in a state
house race, while Affie Ellis (R), Dine, won reelection to the Senate.
State-wide office: Shane Morigeau (D), Confederated Salish and Kootenai Tribes, was running for
Montana Auditor; Remi Bald Eagle (D), Mnicoujou Lakota, was running for a six-year term on the South Dakota
Public Utilities Commission
State Judges: Raquel Montoya-Lewis, Isleta Pueblo, was successful in remaining a Washington Supreme
Court justice; Katherine Mary Nepton, Pekuakamiulnuatsh First Nation, was a candidate for the Michigan
Supreme Court.
Judy Begay (D), Navajo, was elected to the Coconino County, AZ Board of Supervisors, District 4,
City Council: Lyz Jaakola, Fond du Lac Band of Lake Superior Chippewa, for the Cloquet City Council.
Other State races (from, "Native candidates light up state, local ballots," ICT, November 4, 2020,
https://indiancountrytoday.com/news/native-candidates-light-up-state-local-ballots9vXRbpqwokaIHTxpl4RFmQ):
ALASKA
Neal Foster, Inupiaq, State House 39, Democrat
Tiffany Zulkosky, Yup'ik, State House 38, Democrat
UNOPPOSED: Bryce Edgmon, Yup'ik, State House 37, Independent
Elizabeth Ferguson, Inupiaq, State House 40, Democrat
Donny Olson, Inupiaq, State Senate T, Democrat
Thomas Baker, Inupiaq, State Senate T, Republican
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ARIZONA
WON: Judy Begay, Navajo, Coconino County Board of Supervisors, District 4, Democrat
LOST: Bernadette Kniffen, San Carlos Apache, Gila County Board of Supervisors, District 3, Democrat
UNOPPOSED: Lena Fowler, Navajo, Coconino County Board of Supervisors, District 5, Democrat
LOST: Makaius Marks, Navajo, Flagstaff Unified School District Board, Coconino
WON: Deborah Ann Begay, Navajo, Justice of the Peace, Moon Valley, Democrat
WON: Jennifer Jermaine, White Earth Nation, Arizona House 18, Democrat
WON: Arlando Teller, Navajo, Arizona House 7, Democrat
WON: Myron Tsosie, Navajo, Arizona House 7, Democrat
WON: Domingo DeGrazia, Eastern Band of Cherokee, Arizona House 10, Democrat
LOST: Felicia French, Pascua Yaqui, Arizona Senate 6, Democrat
UNOPPOSED: Sally Ann Gonzales, Pascua Yaqui, Arizona Senate 3, Democrat
UNOPPOSED: Jamescita Peshlakai, Navajo, Arizona Senate 7, Democrat
UNOPPOSED: Victoria Steele, Seneca, Arizona Senate 9, Democrat
WON: Gabriella Cazares-Kelly, Tohono O’odham, Pima County Recorder, Democrat
CALIFORNIA
WON: James Ramos, Serrano/Cahuilla, State Assembly 40, Democrat
LOST: Jackie Fielder, Hidatsa, Arikara, Mandan, State Senate 11, Democrat
HAWAII
LOST: Lanakila Mangauil, Native Hawaiian, Office of Hawaiian Affairs, Hawai'i Island Trustee, nonpartisan
WON: Ty Cullen, Native Hawaiian, State House 39, Democrat
WON: Lynn Decoite, Native Hawaiian, State House 13, Democrat
LOST: Jacob Aki, Native Hawaiian, Honolulu City Council, District 7, nonpartisan
WON: Keola Lindsey, Native Hawaiian, Office of Hawaiian Affairs, Hawai'i Island Trustee, nonpartisan
Luana Alapa, Native Hawaiian, Office of Hawaiian Affairs, Molokai, nonpartisan
Colette Machado, Native Hawaiian, Office of Hawaiian Affairs, Molokai, nonpartisan
Keli'i Akina, Native Hawaiian, Office of Hawaiian Affairs, at large, nonpartisan
Keoni Souza, Native Hawaiian, Office of Hawaiian Affairs, at large, nonpartisan
IOWA
LOST: Christina Blackcloud, Meskwaki, State House 72, Democrat
KANSAS
UNOPPOSED: Christina Haswood, Navajo, State House 10, Democrat
WON: Ponka-We Victors, Tohono O’odham and Ponca, State House 103, Democrat
WON: Stephanie Byers, Chickasaw, State House 86, Democrat
MICHIGAN
LOST: Julie Dye, Pokagon Band Potawatomi Nation, Cass County Commissioner, Board 1, Democrat
LOST: Katherine Nepton, Pekuakamiulnuatsh First Nation, Michigan Supreme Court, Libertarian
MINNESOTA
WON: Audrey Thayer, White Earth Nation, Bemidji City Council, Ward 1
WON: Tim Sumner, Red Lake Ojibwe, County Commission 4
WON: Jamie Becker-Finn, Leech Lake Band of Ojibwe, State House 42B, Democrat
WON: Heather Keeler, Yankton Sioux and Eastern Shoshone, State House 4A, Democrat
LOST: Gaylene Spolarich, Turtle Mountain Chippewa Band, State House 10B, Democrat
LOST: Donna Bergstrom, Red Lake Band of Chippewa Indians, State Senate 7, Republican
LOST: Alan Roy, White Earth Nation, State Senate 2, Democrat
UNOPPOSED: Jeannice Reding, Stockbridge-Munsee Band of Mohicans, Fourth Judicial District, nonpartisan
UNOPPOSED: Korey Wahwassuck, Cree, Ninth Judicial District, nonpartisan
WON: Mary Kunesh-Podein, Standing Rock Sioux, State Senate 41, Democrat
WON: Elizabeth Jaakola, Fond du Lac Band of Lake Superior Chippewa, Cloquet City Council
LOST: Dan Jourdain, Red Lake Nation, Bemidji City Council
(Photo courtesy of Donna Bergstrom for Minnesota State Senate)
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MONTANA
LOST: Shane Morgieau, Confederated Salish Kootenai, State Auditor, Democrat
Jade Bahr, Northern Cheyenne, State House 50, Democrat
LOST: Barbara Bessette, Chippewa Cree, State House 24, Democrat
WON: Donavon Hawk, Crow, State House 76, Democrat
UNOPPOSED: Rhonda Knudsen, Turtle Mountain Chippewa, State House 34, Republican
LOST: Bruce Meyers, Chippewa Cree, State House 32, Republican
UNOPPOSED: Tyson Running Wolf, Blackfeet, State House 16, Democrat
UNOPPOSED: Frank Smith, Assiniboine Sioux, State House 31, Democrat
UNOPPOSED: Sharon Stewart-Peregoy, Crow, State House 42, Democrat
UNOPPOSED Marvin Weatherwax, Blackfeet, State House 15, Democrat
UNOPPOSED: Rynalea Whiteman-Pena, Northern Cheyenne, State House 41, Democrat
WON: Jonathan Windy Boy, Chippewa Cree, State House 32, Democrat
UNOPPOSED: Mike Fox, A'aniiih (Gros Ventre), State Senate 16, Democrat
Rae Peppers, Northern Cheyenne, State Senate 21, Democrat
Jason Small, Northern Cheyenne, State Senate 21, Republican
Jonathan Windy Boy (Montana Legislature)
NEW MEXICO
WON: Anthony Allison, Navajo Nation, State House 4, Democrat
UNOPPOSED: Doreen Wonda Johnson, Navajo Nation, State House 5, Democrat
WON: Derrick Lente, Sandia & Isleta Pueblo, State House 65, Democrat
UNOPPOSED: Georgene Louis, Acoma Pueblo, State House 26, Democrat
WON: Patricia Roybal Caballero, Piro Manso Tiwa, State House 13, Democrat
WON: Shannon Pinto, Navajo Nation, State Senate 3, Democrat
WON: Benny Shendo Jr., Jemez Pueblo, State Senate 22, Democrat
WON: Brenda McKenna, Nambe Pueblo, State Senate 9, Democrat
LOST: Gertrude Lee, Navajo Nation, New Mexico Court of Appeals, Position 2, Republican
NORTH DAKOTA
LOST: Thomasina Mandan, Mandan, Hidatsa, Arikara, State House 4, Democrat
LOST: Tracey Wilkie, Turtle Mountain Band of Chippewa, State House 16, Democrat
LOST: Lisa Finley-Deville, Mandan, Hidatsa, Arikara, State Senate 4, Democrat
OKLAHOMA
LOST: Chelsey Branham, Chickasaw, State House 83, Democrat
UNOPPOSED: Mark McBride, Potawatomi, State House 53, Republican
WON: Collin Walke, Cherokee Nation, State House 87, Democrat
LOST: Summer Wesley, Choctaw, State House 100, Democrat
WON: Shane Jett, Cherokee Nation, State Senate 17, Republican
LOST: Jennifer Wilkinson, Cheyenne and Arapaho, State Senate 45, Democrat
OREGON
UNOPPOSED: Tawna Sanchez, Shoshone-Bannock, Ute & Carrizo, State House 43, Democrat
LOST: Carina Miller, Confederated Tribes of Warm Springs, State Senate 30, Democrat
SOUTH DAKOTA
LOST: Remi Bald Eagle, Cheyenne River Sioux Tribe, South Dakota Public Utilities Commission, Democrat
WON: Shawn Bordeaux, Rosebud Sioux, State House 26A, Democrat
WON: Peri Pourier, Oglala Lakota, State House 27, Democrat
WON: Tamara St. John, Sisseton Wahpeton Oyate, State House 1, Republican
LOST: Ernest Weston Jr., Oglala Lakota, State House 27, Democrat
WON: Red Dawn Foster, Oglala Lakota, State Senate 27, Democrat
WON: Troy Heinert, Rosebud Sioux, State Senate 26, Democrat
TENNESSEE
WON: Bryan Terry, Choctaw, State House 48, Republican
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WASHINGTON
UNOPPOSED: Debra Lekanoff, Tlingit/Aleut, State House 40, Democrat
WON: Raquel Montoya-Lewis, Isleta Pueblo, State Supreme Court, Position 3, nonpartisan
WISCONSIN
LOST: Amanda White Eagle, Ho-Chunk, State Assembly 92, Democrat
WYOMING
WON: Andi Clifford, Northern Arapaho, State House 33, Democrat
LOST: Valaira Whiteman, Northern Arapaho, State House 33, Republican
WON: Affie Ellis, Navajo Nation, State Senate 8, Republican.
(Meghan Sullivan, "Possibly many firsts for Tricia Zunker in Wisconsin," ICT, October 19, 2020,
https://indiancountrytoday.com/news/possibly-many-firsts-for-tricia-zunker-in-wisconsinWK2akv81M02AC9iPGsviMw; Eddie Chuculate, "Candidate: Tribal citizens' voice 'vital' in energy regulation," ICT,
October 19, 2020, https://indiancountrytoday.com/news/candidate-tribal-citizens-voice-vital-in-energy-regulation24jZhZzAw0GQF61zjI8Brw; Dalton Walker, "Native Hawaiian candidate a favorite for US House," ICT, October
31,
2020,
https://indiancountrytoday.com/news/native-hawaiian-candidate-a-favorite-for-us-housegvfjEkWC6k2rG45P1h6U9A; "Indian Country Today election coverage," ICT, October 31, 2020,
https://foreignpolicy.com/2020/10/09/china-belt-and-road-initiative-mess-not-masterplan/?utm_source=PostUp&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=26048&utm_term=Editors%20Picks%20OC&?tpc
c=26048; and numerous web searches of candidates and state races; and "Native candidates light up state, local
ballots," ICT, November 4, 2020, https://indiancountrytoday.com/news/native-candidates-light-up-state-local-ballots9vXRbpqwokaIHTxpl4RFmQ).
Terry Yellowhammer, Standing Rock Sioux, was appointed a judge in Minnesota's Fourth Judicial
District, In October 2020. Previously she served as Hennepin County American Indian community relations
development manager. One of her projects was to make the Hennepin County Juvenile Justice Center
courtroom, that hears many of the state’s Indian Child Welfare Act cases, friendly to Native people by
arranging to have the state's 11 Indian Nations have their flags in the courtroom along with other traditional
Native objects (Dalton Walker, "Indigenizing Minnesota’s largest courtroom," ICT, October 22, 2020,
https://indiancountrytoday.com/news/indigenizing-minnesota-s-largest-courtroom-FKVczIAIIEW-kOdXAbGObA).
Roberta "Birdie" Wilcox Cano (Navajo) became the first American Indian to be elected mayor of
Winslow, AZ, in the November 2020 election (Rima Krisst, "'I represent everybody:" Dine to lead Winslow as
first Native American Mayor," Navajo Times, November 19, 2020).
Hoksila White Mountain, after winning a battle to be put back on the ballot with the backing of the
Lakota People's Law Project, lost his race for Mayor of McLaughlin, South Dakota. However, he was
promised a seat on the city council (Lakota People's Law Project E-mail, August 11. 2020).
Kolby
KickingWoman,
"Montana
setting
the
example,"
ICT,
October
27,
2020,
https://indiancountrytoday.com/news/montana-setting-the-example-IbY6t5SRyE-AaB9mcr2ROw,
reported,
"Perhaps Congress could learn a lesson from Montana, where the number of tribal citizens in the state
legislature equals the percentage of Natives residing in the state [7 percent]. Shane Morigeau, Salish and
Kootenai, recently told Indian Country Today that representation ensures Native voices are heard on issues that
affect tribal communities"
"In total, there are 11 Native members of the Montana state legislature. Morigeau, along with Barbara
Bessette, Chippewa Cree; Jade Bahr, Northern Cheyenne; Rae Peppers, Northern Cheyenne; Marvin Weatherwax
Jr., Blackfeet; Tyson Runningwolf, Blackfeet; Sharon Stewart-Peregoy, Crow; Jonathan Windy Boy, Chippewa
Cree; Jason Small, Northern Cheyenne; Susan Webber, Blackfeet; and Frank Smith, Assiniboine and Sioux."
Joaqlin Estus, "Tlingit Man Elected Mayor of San Diego," ICT,
December 10, 2020,
https://indiancountrytoday.com/news/tlingit-man-elected-mayor-of-san-diego-btxzI1kCZUCrnxOImN2Rnw,
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reported, "On Novemer 3, Todd Gloria, Tlingit, was elected mayor of San Diego, the nation’s eighth-largest and
California’s second-largest city."
"Hoksila White Mountain (Lakota of Standing Rock) is now sitting in his rightful place on the
McLaughlin, SD City Council." He was improperly removed from the list of candidates for Mayor. Under
pressure, especially from the Lakota People's Law Project, the City agreed to place him on the City Council. When
the city failed to follow through, new pressure led to his appointment (December 10, 2020 E-mail from the Lakota
People's Law Project).
Native American Rights Fund (NARF), Obstacles At Every Turn: Barriers To Political Participation
Faced
By
Native
American
Voters,
June
2,
2020,
https://vote.narf.org/wpcontent/uploads/2020/06/obstacles_at_every_turn.pdf, was produced after a series of hearings in Indian Country,
and is available on the web.
"Introduction and Summary of Report
1. Overview of Findings
In 2015, the Native American Rights Fund (NARF) created the Native American Voting Rights Coalition
(NAVRC), a coalition of national and regional grassroots organizations, academics and attorneys advocating for
the equal access of Native Ameri- cans to the political process. To begin this important work, the Coalition needed
a more complete under- standing of the barriers that Native Americans face when trying to register and participate
in elections. So the Coalition conducted the series of field hearings chronicled in this report with the goal of
pursuing remedies for the problems we uncovered.
The hearings had two other purposes: (1) to assist in the development of better public policy and (2) to
promote public education on voting rights in Indian Country. Technology, the Internet, mail-in voting, online
registration, and polling places located in the local elementary school where you just stop by to vote on the way
home, have fostered a view that it is easy to vote now. For many Americans that is true. The field hearings
revealed that this is not true for Native Americans. Instead, they continue to face a wide array of first
generation barriers to voting – actual barriers to voting – that are in fact preventing them from exercising
their rights to vote and stripping them of their political power.
There are 574 federally recognized Indian tribes in the United States. They are not 'groups' – they are
functioning governments, sovereigns, that maintain individual government-to-government relationships with the
United States. They exercise degrees of civ- il, criminal and regulatory jurisdiction, and there is an entire section of
the United States code (Title 25) that consists of laws applying just to them. They hold a unique place in the
American political land- scape. As is clear in this report, they are also subject to unique barriers to voting.
There are approximately 6.8 million American Indians and Alaska Natives living in the United States
today. This is likely a very low estimate, as the American Community Survey that this number is based on
notoriously undercounts Native Americans. While a smaller segment of the U.S. population, they are increasing in
population, and they are often concentrated in communities that make them a political force.
In fact, Native American voters have made a difference in elections for both political parties in numerous
states. They are regularly determinative in the Dakotas, Alaska, and parts of the Southwest. They are determinative
in Congressional districts in an even greater number of states. Perhaps this ability to “swing” elections has made
them the target of voter suppression tactics in communities that are not used to Native Americans flexing their
political power.
Native Americans have been subject to genocide and racism for more than 500 years. For the first 150+
years of the existence of the United States, Native Americans were not allowed to vote. In 1924, the Indian
Citizenship Act formally made them U.S. citizens, but states continued to prevent them from voting for much
longer, arguing that they: (1) did not pay taxes, (2) were under guardianship of the U.S. and therefore were
incompetent to vote, (3) were not literate in English, and (4) were more citizens of the tribes and too closely tied to
tribal culture to be citizens of the states in which they lived. The passage of the Voting Rights Act (VRA) had the
effect of bringing voting rights to Indian Country and Native Americans began to challenge many of those barriers.
The addition of the language assistance provisions in 1975 further made it possible for those who still
spoke Native languages to vote and also gave Native Americans a mechanism to enforce language access to the
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ballot through the courts. They have been roundly successful in doing so. Overall, given the appalling facts
underlying Native American voting cases, Native Americans have been successful in an astounding 90+% of the
cases they have brought, in liberal and conservative districts alike.
Although Native Americans are among the fastest growing populations in the United States, there are
strong forces preventing their full political participation. The factors discouraging political participation
are: (1) geographical isolation; (2) physical and nat- ural barriers; (3) poorly maintained or non-existent
roads; (4) distance and limited hours of government offices; (5) technological barriers and the digital divide; (6) low levels of educational attainment; (7) de- pressed socio-economic conditions; (8) homelessness
and housing insecurity; (9) non-traditional mailing addresses such as post office boxes; (10) lack of funding
for elections; (11) and discrimination against Na- tive Americans.
In addition to this daunting list of factors, language is 'one of the closing gaps in the election process' for
Native American voters. Over one quarter of all single-race Native Americans speak a language other than
English at home. Section 203 of the VRA, the language assistance provisions, helps these voters overcome
language barriers by requiring covered jurisdictions to provide bilingual written election materials and oral
language assistance. This provision applies to all 'voting materials,' which is broadly defined as anything produced
by a jurisdiction for an election.
Under the 2011 determinations of jurisdictions that required language assistance, Native American
languages were the second most common language group after Spanish. Section 203 language assistance
protections were required in 33 political subdivisions in five states. This rose to 35 jurisdictions in nine states in
the 2016 determinations. Despite these broad protections, jurisdictions have often failed to provide the
required translations, forcing Native American voters to file lawsuits in Alaska, Arizona, New Mexico, Utah.
The field hearings revealed that Native American voters faced significant hurdles at the very first step
to voting: registration. Despite the protections offered by the National Voter Registration Act (NVRA), the Help
America Vote Act (HAVA), and the VRA, the field hearings revealed that there were many barriers to
registration: (1) lack of traditional mailing addresses, (2) homeless and housing instability, (3) voter
identification requirements (which can be hard for many Native Americans to obtain), (4) unequal access to
online registration, (5) unequal access to in-person voter registration, (6) restrictions on access to voter
registration forms, (7) denial of voter registration opportunities due to previous convictions, (8) rejection of
voter registration applications, (9) voter purges, and (10) failure to offer registration opportunities at polling
places on Election Day.
Even if Native Americans are able to register, the field hearings showed that they then face another set of
barriers to actually casting a ballot. These include: (1) unequal funding for voting activities in Indian
communities; (2) lack of pre-election information and outreach; (3) cultural and political isolation; (4)
unequal access to in-person voting; (5) unequal access to early voting; (6) barriers caused by vote-by-mail,
which are numerous; (7) barriers posed by state laws that create arbitrary population thresholds in order to
establish polling places; (8) the use of the ADA to deny polling places on reservation lands; and (9) the lack
of Native American election workers.
The field hearings revealed yet another set of hurdles in the form of barriers to having their ballots
counted. Assuming a Native American can register and then vote, they then faced additional barriers
including: (1) lack of ballot canvassing opportunities; (2) failure to count ballots cast out-of-precinct; (3)
ballot harvesting bans and similar laws; and (4) lack of information about ballot status (whether it was
counted) and the inability to correct errors.
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With the pandemic, the barriers for Native Americans to voting by mail have been particularly a
problem in 2020, Joaqlin Estus, "Will vote-by-mail leave out Native Americans?" ICT, September 1, 2020,
https://indiancountrytoday.com/news/will-vote-by-mail-leave-out-native-americans-vYGSnbdf0Eqpr9AbydrDfA.
Calah Schlabach, "Arizona policy could help Natives in voter registration hurdle," ICT, September 15,
2020,
https://indiancountrytoday.com/news/arizona-policy-could-help-natives-in-voter-registration-hurdlecpu8V9jepUSveV7yF8AffA, reported, "Advocates said a new policy that lets Arizona residents without
traditional street addresses register to vote online is not perfect – but it’s a vast improvement over the old
process."
"The change allows prospective voters with nontraditional addresses to still register online with the
use of “plus codes” – latitude- and longitude-based location codes that can be used to identify homes without
street addresses."
Native American efforts to get Native people registered and to the polls were intense in 2020,
including by Four Directions, whose efforts in Arizona helped turn that state Blue. Maggie Astor, "Native
Americans Helped Flip Arizona. Can They Mobilize in Georgia? Very few of Georgia’s more than 100,000
voting-age Native Americans cast ballots in November. Even a small increase could make a difference in the
Senate runoffs," The New York Times,
December 4, 2020, https://www.nytimes.com/2020/12/04/us/politics/georgia-native-american-voters.html,
reported, "... nearly 150,000 Native Americans still live in Georgia, by the Native voting rights group Four
Directions’s estimate. They receive few government services and tend not to participate in nontribal elections,
both because they face structural barriers — like hard-to-reach polling places and lack of voter ID — and
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because of the mistrust built by brutality and broken promises. Of the estimated 100,000 who are of voting
age, only about 15,000 are registered to vote.
Organizers and tribal leaders recognize that if even a few thousand more Native Americans were
inspired and able to vote in Georgia, they could play a meaningful political role in a closely divided state
where two runoff elections on Jan. 5 will decide which party controls the Senate. Buoyed by remarkable
Native American turnout in other states last month, advocates are trying to make that happen at breakneck
speed."
Alaina Beautiful Bald Eagle, "Native American Delegates to participate in 2020 DNC," Lakota Times,
August 20, 2020, "Making history this year, seven Native American delegates from South Dakota will take
part in the virtual [Democratic] national convention. Of the 28 Delegates from South Dakota, seven are Lakota
tribal citizens, and they comprise 25 percent of the state’s Democratic representation at the DNC.
The distinguished delegates are Alexandra Frederick (Oglala Lakota), Remi Bald Eagle (Mnicoujou
Lakota), Candice Brings Plenty (Oglala Lakota), Lynn Hart (Yankton), Kellen Returns From Scout (Oglala
Lakota), Senator Troy Heinert (Sicangu), and Lower Brule Sioux Tribe Chairman Boyd Gourneau."
Clara Pratte, Diné, was hired by the Biden presidential campaign as its national tribal engagement
director (Aliyah Chavez, "Joe Biden campaign steps up in Indian Country," ICT, July 22, 2020,
https://indiancountrytoday.com/news/joe-biden-campaign-steps-up-in-indian-countryCHSU1Npwm0uNAYKBGqf4Nw).
At the virtual Democratic convention a number of Native speakers were featured, including an
address by New Mexico Congress Person Deb Haaland (Laguna and Jemez Pueblo) and several Natives gave
short speeches in announcing the vote for the presidential nominee from U.S. states and territories: Derrick Lente
(Sandia Pueblo) for New Mexico, Cesar Alvarez (Mandan, Hidasta and Arikara Nation) for North Dakota, Kellen
Returns From Scout (Standing Rock Sioux) for South Dakota, and Chuck Degnan (Yup’ik and Unupiaq) for
Alaska, along with Native leaders from Hawaii, American Samoa, Guam and the Northern Mariana Islands
(Aliyah Chavez, "Native leaders featured in DNC roll call," ICT, August 18, 2020,
https://indiancountrytoday.com/news/native-leaders-featured-in-dnc-roll-call-4GEijTQ5b02ix05swOdbyQ).
Dalton Walker, "'A space for dialogue' in North Dakota," ICT, September 16, 2020,
https://indiancountrytoday.com/news/a-space-for-dialogue-in-north-dakota-Pf81yZYCKkKudC2mvkCgXA,
reported, "For the first time North Dakota’s Democratic Party has a Native American Caucus, an
accomplishment organizers say is 40 years in the making.
Leading the effort are three women, all Mandan, Hidatsa and Arikara Nation citizens, who completed a
caucus application before it was unanimously approved by the party’s State Policy Committee on Saturday."
Mary Annette Pember, "Donald Trump releases vision for Indian Country," ICT, October 21, 2020,
https://indiancountrytoday.com/news/donald-trump-releases-vision-for-indian-country-SYUmztHSkGtS6VWZjtlxw, reported, "President Donald Trump released his policy vision for Native Americans on
Wednesday [October 21, 2020] via the White House Twitter account.
In the three-page “Putting America’s First People’s First: Forgotten No More!” document (available at:
https://www.whitehouse.gov/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/Putting-Americas-First-PeoplesFirst.pdf?utm_source=twitter&utm_medium=social&utm_campaign=wh), Trump champions developing free
enterprise, encouraging business development, reducing regulations on developing natural resources and
energy, as well as empowering tribes to manage their own lands through self-governance programs.
The core principles of Trump’s plan are listed as:
Respecting tribal sovereignty and self-determination
Promoting safe communities
Building a thriving economy with improved infrastructure
Honoring Native American heritage and improving education and delivering health care."
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"The Biden Agenda for the Indian Country," accessed October 23, 2020, https://joebiden.com/tribal/,
stated, "Make tribal self-governance and sovereignty cornerstones of federal policy.
Ensure tribal nations will have a strong voice and role in the federal government and immediately
reinstate and make permanent the White House Council on Native American Affairs and the annual White
House Tribal Nations Conference, and nominate and appoint people who look like the country they serve,
including Native Americans.
Tackle the crisis of Missing and Murdered Indigenous Women.
Restore Tribal lands and safeguard natural and cultural resources.
Tackle climate change and pollution.
Invest in Native students. Joe will dramatically increase funding for both public schools and Bureau
of Indian Education schools.
Provide reliable, affordable healthcare.
Expand economic and community development in Indian Country. Joe is calling for a
transformational investment in our country’s infrastructure, housing, and economic development in every
corner of the country, including in Indian Country.
Fight for Native voting rights."
The full statement is at: https://joebiden.com/tribalnations/.
President Biden's transition team website is at: https://buildbackbetter.com/, and the statements on "racial
equality" and "economic recovery," that include "Native" references, and on "climate change" (which also has a
"tribal" reference) are below in Dialoguing.
_^_^_^_^_^_^_^_
Economic Developments
Mavis Harris, "2019 Indian Gross Gaming Revenues of $34.6b Set Industry Record and Show a 2.5%
Increase," National Indian Gaming Commission, December 8, 2020, https://www.nigc.gov/news/detail/2019indian-gross-gaming-revenues-of-34.6b-set-industry-record-and-show-a-2.5-increase, Media Contact: Mavis
Harris (202) 632-7003, reported, "Today Chairman E. Sequoyah Simermeyer and Vice Chair Kathryn Isom-Clause
of the National Indian Gaming Commission announced the Fiscal Year 2019 (FY19) Gross Gaming Revenue
(GGR) for the Indian gaming industry. Revenues for FY19 total $34.6B; an increase of 2.5% over 2018.
In the 32 years since the federal Indian Gaming Regulatory Act was enacted, 2019 marked the Indian
gaming industry’s highest ever revenue report. During FY19, nearly every NIGC region experienced growth. The
Oklahoma City region saw the largest increase of 7.7%. Additional information and a summary of gross gaming
revenue according to the NIGC’s administratively determined regions can be found on the NIGC’s website.
'Heathy tribal economies are important to promoting the tribal self-sufficiency envisioned in the Indian
Gaming Regulatory Act. The growth reflected in the 2019 gaming revenue demonstrates the strength of tribal
economies in recent years. The Indian gaming industry is a vital component to many tribal economies across the
country,' said Chairman Simermeyer.
The reporting period for FY19 ended before the COVID-19 Pandemic forced the temporary closure
of every Tribal Gaming Operation. Although the full effect of the Pandemic is yet to be realized, many
Indian gaming operations remain closed or operate at reduced capacity. Some Indian gaming operations
have been closed since March 2020. The Pandemic’s impact on the Indian gaming industry will be reflected
in the Fiscal Year 2020 GGR report.
Chairman Simermeyer cautioned that, 'it is important to recognize the Pandemic’s impact on Tribes.'
Chairman Simermeyer went on to say, 'Tribes’ dedication to a safe and sustainable Indian gaming industry is
demonstrated in the preventative measures Tribes continue to take during the challenging economic times brought
on by the Pandemic. This same dedication has fostered a successful and responsibly regulated Indian gaming
industry over several decades.'
Vice Chair Isom-Clause added that 'While we welcome this positive report from FY2019, we know that the
current reality is dramatically different. Future reports will reflect the effects of the pandemic on the industry, as
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well as how it continues to adapt to changing circumstances. Despite these current hardships, Indian gaming, like
the tribal nations it benefits, has proved its resiliency over the years.'
The FY19 GGR figure is calculated from 522 independently audited financial statements submitted to the
NIGC by 245 federally recognized Tribes across 29 states. An operation’s GGR is the total amount of money
wagered less any amounts paid out as prizes and before deducting operating expenses.[1]
For additional information regarding FY19 GGR, including information by region and facility size, as well
as information regarding the Pandemic’s effect on the tribal gaming industry, please visit the NIGC website
at www.nigc.gov. For media inquires, please contact Mavis Harris at mavis_harris@nigc.gov."
The impact of the Pandemic on Indian nations in Arizona was partially indicated in the reports of tribal
contributions from gaming to the state. Joshua Morales, "On Sep. 1, The Arizona Department of Gaming
reported $13.9 million in Tribal Gaming Contributions for the first quarter of the 2021 Fiscal Year.
According to data, this represents a 52 percent decrease when compared to the fourth quarter in 2020" (Full
Court Press, September 1, 2020, https://www.fullcourtgreta.com/2020/09/01/az-department-gaming-reports-hugedecrease-tribal-contributions/).
Ernest L. Stevens, Jr., Chairman, National Indian Gaming Association and Ben Nighthorse Campbell, U.S.
Senator - Retired, "In the national pandemic, Native Americans suffer catastrophic losses," ICT, August 5, 2020,
https://indiancountrytoday.com/opinion/in-the-national-pandemic-native-americans-suffer-catastrophic-lossesHpt9DbMndEykfUfxGZUNmw, reported, "The National pandemic is entering a new phase, with more than 4.6
million cases nationwide, 2,000,000 new cases in July alone, and 1,200 deaths yesterday. Native Americans suffer
serious disease and death at the highest per capita rate. The American economy is in dangerous territory, with
a 33% drop in the GDP during the second quarter. Indian nations face catastrophic economic losses, and
without additional support, many tribal businesses will never recover."
"Survey Results Detail COVID-19’s Impact on Indian Country’s Economy," The National Center for
American Indian Enterprise Development," September 9, 2020, https://www.ncaied.org/post/survey-results-detailcovid-19-s-impact-on-indian-country-s-economy, reported, "More than two-thirds of Native-owned businesses have
experienced significant revenue loss during the pandemic September 9, 2020 MESA, AZ – The economic
impacts of COVID-19 have been particularly harsh on businesses in Indian Country, based on the results of a
survey conducted by the National Center for American Indian Enterprise Development (National Center) and the
Center for Indian Country Development (CICD) at the Federal Reserve Bank of Minneapolis. More than 400
businesses responded to the survey, completed in mid-July. The survey examined revenue losses, furloughs and
layoffs, the types of assistance and credit businesses are receiving, and short and long-term economic confidence. The
full results of the survey can be found in a recently published white paper, available at:
https://www.minneapolisfed.org/article/2020/indian-country-small-businesses-face-strong-headwinds-in-covid-19recovery. In addition, representatives from the National Center and CICD will discuss the survey results and their
implications in a webinar on Tuesday, September 15 at 3:00 p.m. EDT. Click here
(https://register.gotowebinar.com/register/6912566241539150094) to register for the webinar. “The pandemic has hit
Indian Country and Native-owned businesses particularly hard, but until now we haven’t had a way to quantify the
economic impact in our communities,” said Chris James, President and CEO of the National Center. “The results
make it clear that many of our businesses are struggling, and do not have confidence that the economy will bounce
back quickly. The survey is another indicator that we are not yet out of the woods and Native-owned businesses still
need support and assistance to continue to serve their communities and create jobs.” Insights from the survey
include:
68% of respondents reported at least a 20% revenue loss; 16% experienced a 100% loss in revenue.
41% of respondents have furloughed or laid off employees as a result of the pandemic.
36% of businesses surveyed applied for a loan through the federal Paycheck Protection Program
(PPP), with 22% (of all survey respondents) receiving a PPP loan.
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Nearly half (48%) of respondents believe their businesses are more than six months away from
returning to normal relative to one year ago, with 27% predicting business will never return to
normal."

The time of the pandemic has been extremely hard on tribal and tribal member owned business,
greatly reducing tribal and member income. Many casinos have closed, at least part of the time, and when
open have operated at a fraction of their capacity while there have been many fewer customers. The same is
true of other tribal related businesses.
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One example is the Southern Ute Youth Employment Program (YEP), that normally provides dozens
of young tribal members hands on job experience during the summer, but which had to shut down in
summer 2020 (Jeremy Wade Shockley, "Youth employment Program Creates New Opportunities," Southern Ute
Drum, September 11, 2020).
Many Navajo owned businesses have been struggling or have had to close, unable to receive COVID
PPE relief, as a result of no or poor credit history and/or poor documentation (Rima Krisst, "'Almost in
Ruins,'" Navajo Times, October 22, 2020).
The Shinnecock Nation on Long Island, NY is again attempting to find appropriate land for a first
class casino-resort complex in a new partnership with Seminole Hardrock. Once a basic plan is established,
the nation will have to negotiate a compact with the State of New York (Sandra Hale Schulman, "Shinnecock
partner
with
Seminole
Hard
Rock
on
casino
venture,"
ICT,
September
27,
2020,
https://indiancountrytoday.com/news/shinnecock-partner-with-seminole-hard-rock-on-casino-venture-dLDLMDntkii7jK8i8vJoQ).
Dalton Walker, "Arizona tribe bets on pro basketball," ICT, November 26, 2020,
https://indiancountrytoday.com/news/arizona-tribe-bets-on-pro-basketball-kXuLixYJ4EaW5gdcv-zr4Q, reported,
"Gila River Hotels and Casinos, the tribal gaming enterprise of the Gila River Indian Community, has
partnered with the NBA’s Phoenix Suns and WNBA’s Phoenix Mercury. The partnership includes a newly
renovated courtside property called “Club Gila River” inside PHX Arena, the downtown Phoenix home to
both teams.
In a first, according to the NBA, Gila River has introduced gaming chips and gaming table felts
adorned with the logos of the Suns and Mercury at its gaming properties. The partnership also includes
team branding on select hotel rooms owned by the tribe."
Navajo Nation opened its 9000 square foot Blue Lake Travel Center at its Twin Arrows Casino east
of Flagstaff, AZ, in late September 2020 (Grand opening held for Blue Lake Travel Center," Navajo Times,
October 1, 2020).
Because of increased costs from handling COVID-19 patents, Classic Air Medical, one of the few air
transport companies serving Navajo Nation, states in June that it will have to cease operations on the Nation
unless the reimbursement rate for medical air evacuations is increased (Cindy Yurth, "Medevacs hit
turbulence," Navajo Times, June 28, 2020).
Citing numerous legal violations, the Navajo Nation shut down hemp growing on San Juan River
Farm, in September 2020 (Arlyssa Becenti, "NEPA: many violations at hemp farms," Navajo Times, October 8,
2020; and Arlyssa Becenti, "Police start shutting down hemp farms," Navajo Times, September 24, 2020).
Joaqlin Estus, "Alaska Native corporations dominate list of state’s top businesses," ICT, October 4, 2020,
https://indiancountrytoday.com/news/alaska-native-corporations-dominate-list-of-state-s-top-businesses-Ne8-yKhTUSEJrCFBXO4ZQ, reported, "Alaska Native corporations top a list of Alaska-owned businesses ranked by
gross revenues.
Alaska Business magazine annually publishes a list of the 49th state’s 'Top 49ers.' This year 18 of the
top 20, and 25 of the 49 are Alaska Native corporations."
Education and Culture
With COVID, college enrolments have dropped, especially among people of color, but most of all at
tribal institutions. While over-all in the U.S. there are 13% fewer freshman in fall 2020, at tribal colleges the
drop is nearly 75%. The reasons are multiple. With learning moved to the internet, more than 25% of Native
students do not have reliable internet at home. For some obtaining it is too expensive, and some do not like
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learning on line. Many cannot go to classes, or away from home internet active locations because, with
schools closed, they have children at home, for whom they, must care.
A few tribal institutions have gained more students then they have lost, as internet classes have allowed
some to attend who either could not leave home or were too far away to commute. Tohono O'odham Community
College is an example, with close to a 150% increase in first year students in fall 2020.
Tribal colleges have responded reducing tuition, at Dine College by half, contacting non-returning students
as to why they are not attending, and, where campuses are open, insuring students and parents that campuses are
safe. Those responses have helped, but the schools have still experienced enrolment declines, at Dine College
by 42% (Kelly Field, "As Native freshman enrolment drops sharply, tribal colleges respond," Christian Science
Monitor, December 7, 2020).
Kolby KickingWoman, "University of Montana launches tribal policy institute," ICT, October 6, 2020,
https://indiancountrytoday.com/news/university-of-montana-launches-tribal-policy-institute-4QqMcgAfEStIQpCJSIabw, Reported, "Across the country, a handful of colleges and universities have established thinktank-like policy institutes to help tribes tackle issues facing their communities.
Last week, the University of Montana joined their ranks with the newly created American Indian
Governance and Policy Institute. The institute will be housed within the Payne Family Native American
Center on the school’s campus.
Its mission is to provide tribes in the state with the Montana University System’s research and
services for data- and evidence-informed tribal policymaking."
The New Mexico Higher Education Department, in October 2020, extended New Mexico Lottery
Scholarships and Opportunity Scholarships to tribal colleges, while establishing the Indian Education
Division and partnering with Navajo Technical University to establish a two-year nursing program ("Native
education initiatives rolled out in NM," Navajo Times, October 22, 3030).
Tom Crash, "Distance learning on Pine Ridge brings challenges," Lakota Times, October 08, 2020,
https://www.lakotatimes.com/articles/distance-learning-on-pine-ridge-brings-challenges/, reported that as COVID19 cases in the area were increasing, in early October 2020, "During the spring of 2020, the OST Council, in the
face of the impending coronavirus pandemic passed a Shelter in Place ordinance to protect the membership
of the Oglala Lakota Nation; in response to that action, schools across the reservation went to distance
learning to finish out the school year then spent the summer preparing for the possibility of ongoing distance
learning this fall. Continued distance learning for the first nine weeks of the new school year and the very
possibility of continuing through the first semester and beyond presents unique challenges to school systems
across the reservation.
'Everyone is doing the best they can, dealing with connectivity issues, devices and getting students
and parents involved, we have 4-6 schools who are still waiting for devices, so some schools are using
packets until they receive their devices,' said Dayna Brave Eagle, Director of the OST Tribal Education
Agency, 'some schools with staff back in the building have had some COVID-19 positive issues and closed
down school buildings and had staff work from home for periods of time; the Task Force and Education
Committee have been concerned about meals as well, have schools been able to continue to provide and
deliver meals to students, we don’t know how long the positive cases will continue to go up, some schools
have already decided to continue distance learning through the first semester, we are all in this together and
need to support each other.'"
Julia Sclafani, Searchlight New Mexico, "Wired for success: How tiny Navajo Technical University took
big steps to keep students connected," New Mexico Political Report (first published in Spotlight New Mexico),
September 17, 2020, https://nmpoliticalreport.com/2020/09/17/wired-for-success-how-tiny-navajo-technicaluniversity-took-big-steps-to-keep-students-connected/?mc_cid=6bfd3c0c57&mc_eid=cde7993ced, reported that
Navajo Technical College did very well adapting to COVID-19, despite coming to it already burdened by
challenges. The small school, founded in 1979 as the Navajo Skill Center that expanded to include four satellite
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campuses, functioned in an educational environment where the high school dropout rate was one of the
worst in the United States. Only 8 percent of Navajo adults had achieved a bachelor's degree.
To deal with the pandemic on a reservation that locked down tight in the face of a very serious spread of
the disease - as of mid-September an estimated 9982 people on the reservation had tested positive and 536
had died - "For starters, the school offered subsidized laptops to students who receive financial aid, cut
tuition by half and, with permission from the Federal Communications Commission, extended the school’s
internet infrastructure into the surrounding communities. Nearly a month into the fall semester, classes now
include a mix of distance and in-person instruction, with reduced class sizes, strict social distancing
guidelines and ramped-up sanitation protocols on campus."
In order to reach all of its students the school purchased laptops for those who did not have them. It
expanded the internet reach's by gaining permission from Navajo Nation and the FCC to run lines to towers
around the Eastern portion of the Nation. For those still beyond the reach of the internet and who lacked
vehicles to get to campus or internet reception, the college's bus drivers circulated to drop off and pick up
assignments and student-faculty written communications.
BIE schools, half of which were on the Navajo Reservation, having closed in March, had planned to
open on campus, September 16, but shortly before that, in the face of objections from the President of the
Navajo Nation and others, the schools were ordered to shift to online learning. The short notice has made it
difficult for schools and teachers to be fully prepared (Cindy Yurth, "BIE schools face chaotic opening,"
Navajo Times, October 17, 2020).
But that is not the only problem. In the face of a national backlog in producing and making available lap
top computers, the BIE was late distributing CARES Act funding, resulting in it not having enough
computers for students who needed them when classes began. The schools hoped to have sufficient computers
by November. BIE schools began the year generally behind in technology. Where at the end of spring 2020,
85% of U.S. public schools offered virtual learning, 45% of BIE schools did.
In the meantime, learning had to proceed via packets delivered to students with homework picked up, with
students in theory able to talk to teachers by phone. In principle, this is a good adaptation in the circumstances.
However, there were complaints by at least some parents that the lessons were not sufficiently challenging, as they
repeated familiar material, and phone calls from teachers (who granted were overloaded and had many students)
were few.
A major problem is that there are many locations on the reservation with no internet service, and
many of these places have no cellphone or landline service either. Some BIE schools have reported that 95%
of their students do not have internet connections (Alden Woods, "Lessons Lost," Navajo Times, October 8,
2020).
Reports from the Navajo Nation indicate that during the fall of 2020 virtual learning was not doing
well for many. Many students had time management problems or for other reasons were not participating.
One teacher said a third of her students had just disappeared, had not joined classes online or turned in any work.
Many teachers said that it was hard getting used to teaching online, including getting used to the software, and
more work than face to face teaching. Where parents had a choice to send students to school or have them learn
virtually at home, teachers said the extra work of preparing both formats was difficult. Many parents said the
teachers assigned too much homework, with teachers responding that the software required it. If classes are
participatory, students would have to do more work at home. Many students said that once their teachers became
used to teaching online, they enjoyed the classes (Cindy Yurth, "Virtual Learning," Navajo Times, October 16,
2020).
The Navajo Nation Human Rights Commission held a public virtual hearing, July 30, 2020, "to assess
mistreatment of Navajo and Native American Children," with written testimony accepted until August 13
("Online Public Hearing," Navajo Times, July 16, 2020).
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The Keres Children's Learning Center (KCLC) at Cochiti Pueblo in New Mexico, in its nineth year,
and third as a full emersion duel language Montessori school, was able to move learning entirely on line
when the pandemic hit, and with good results. Substituting for the annual student play, students shared their
research with each other, teachers and parents on Zoom.
Meanwhile, KCLC has continued for a second year its outdoor Keres Language learning on various topics
for members of the wider community, and emersion language learning for parents. The annual November Native
Language Symposium was postponed to April 22-23 in Albuquerque. Form more information visit:
https://kclcmontessori.org (KCLC letter of December 11, 2020).
St. Michaels Indian School, on the Navajo Reservation in Arizona, whose principle is Dine and whose
new vice principle is a former student, was able to switch easily to virtual learning in the pandemic, having
been updating its technology for five years. Every classroom now has internet connection, and teachers spent the
summer of 2020 preparing for teaching differently in the fall. St. Michaels offers three learning options: via
internet, in person on campus, and a combination. The school has also been moving toward dual enrolment
with Xavier University (St. Michaels Indian School Cardinal News, October 2020. For more information go to:
www.stmichaelsindianschool.org).
The Wampanoag Nation, on Cape Cod, has been revitalizing their language that had not been spoken
for 150 years. They began the Wopanaak Language Project in 1990, studying written records of the language and
then compared it with still spoken related languages. Students can now study it in school, and over 100 tribal
members now speak it (Melissa Mohr, "A Native American tribe reclaims its language," Christian Science
Monitor, November 23, 2020).
The Sicangu CDC’s Education Initiative is launching the Mission’s new Lakota language immersion
school, Wakanyeja Tokeyahci Wounspe Ti (Children First Learning Center), on the Rosebud Reservation in
South Dakota. Director Sage Fast Dog stated that the school will operate “Creating authentic dialogue, seeing
how the language is contextualized we want to make the classroom a really rich language environment, with
language that kids can hear and practice," He added, "The kids will have either a fluent speaker or second
language teacher working with them." The learning will focus on Lakota language and identity, in an
individualized student-driven educational experience. At the heart of the learning process will be project
based learning, or 'hands-on learning' aiming at increasing students’ problem solving and critical thinking
skills.
For more information on how Fast Dog came to create the school, and why a Lakota language school is
important see 7Gen Voices episode (youtu.be/ dAcpnu6SWBA). Also on that episode is Aaron Epps, a former
teacher at Saint Francis Indian School who compiled the 2019 State of the Future Workforce Report. Epps,
pointing out how schools like this one that teach according to Indigenous cultural understandings and values
can improve Indian education, comments, “For every 100 high school freshmen who start at Todd County,
White River and St. Francis, about 70 of those will complete high school, and about 21 of those students will
enroll in some sort of post-secondary education. But of those 21, only about 5 will graduate with some form
of degree within six years after high school graduation,” Epps stated. “There’s a need for different thinking;
the current system isn’t working for our students, families and communities” (Tom Crash, "New Lakota
Immersion
School
Will
Indigenize
Local
Education."
Lakota
Times, August
06,
2020,
https://www.lakotatimes.com/articles/new-lakota-immersion-school-will-indigenize-local-education/).
Arlo Iron Cloud, "Lakota language and culture could be option to virtual learners," Lakota Times, August
13, 2020, https://www.lakotatimes.com/articles/lakota-language-and-culture-could-be-option-to-virtual-learners/,
reported, "Earlier this year, schools in South Dakota switched to a virtual learning platform to counter the virus’s
ability to spread. The group of parents agreed that they would extend that protection this year or even home
school their children before they agree to have them exposed to the virus this fall semester. A brilliant idea
came from the exploration of options through virtual learning, why not partner with a reservation based
school – Oglala Lakota County School District (OLCSD) would answer their need.
199

Since Rapid City Area Schools plan was not focused or concrete, parents took to this partnership initiative.
Not only would Rapid City students be exposed to language and culture they would also have the
opportunity to do this via virtual learning and secure their safety. Another plus to this partnership is the ability
to perform school instruction at the convenience of student and parents’ schedules."
Mary Annette Pember, "Agency abruptly changes course on Navajo schooling," ICT, September 11, 2020,
https://indiancountrytoday.com/news/agency-abruptly-changes-course-on-navajo-schooling7XxjQCKPBE263XJ5-Xnmhw, reported, "Schools operated by the Bureau of Indian Education on the Navajo
Nation will be opening under a distance-learning plan next week [of September 14, 2020], a stunning reversal
of the agency’s plans to hold classes in person.
The agency apparently changed course after a discussion between Navajo Nation President Jonathan Nez
and BIE Director Tony Dearman."
Kalle Benallie, "Students shape Wind River virtual tour," ICT, August 30, 2020,
https://indiancountrytoday.com/news/students-shape-wind-river-virtual-tour-9Ass-SFwwkuTOQqczvMi4Q,
reported, "The heart of a new Wind River Reservation virtual tour is a group of local high school students
who helped create narratives for 10 significant locations."
Senior Larami Azure, Eastern Shoshone, said, “I just wanted to show the reservation is actually a very
beautiful place, and there’s a lot of good things here that a lot people take for (granted) and don’t actually think
about,”
TravelStorysGPS requested the Fort Washakie High School students to tell their tribes' stories on a virtual
tour of the reservation, that can be accessed on the company's website and app.
"The tour allows people to experience the sights remotely or listen and learn about them as they drive
through the Wyoming reservation. Highlights include scenic Ray Lake and the final resting places of Sacagawea
and legendary Eastern Shoshone leader Chief Washakie."
--==+==-From John Reyhner, Northern Arizona University, "Dear Friends of Indigenous Languages.
I wanted to let you know about a new 11 1/2 minute video entitled "Walking in Both Worlds: Native
American
Students
and
Language
Acquisition"
that
is
available
to
view
at https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/edlabs/regions/southwest/videos/walking-in-both-worlds.aspx
While the video discusses English language acquisition, it also supports Indigenous language revitalization
and and culturally responsive education. If you know of other videos like this that are freely available that I
could add links to on my Teaching Indigenous Languages web site, please e-mail the URL to me
at Jon.Reyhner@nau.edu.
Jon Reyhner, Ed.D.
Professor of Education and Stabilizing Indigenous Language Symposium steering group chair
P. O. Box 5774
Northern Arizona University
Flagstaff, Arizona 86011
http://jan.ucc.nau.edu/~jar/."
"Indian Country Today’s daily newscast will air on Arizona PBS World," ICT, May 8, 2020,
https://indiancountrytoday.com/news/indian-country-today-s-daily-newscast-will-air-on-arizona-pbs-worldfQjQ1gieHE2x0KUqK-6obg, reported, "What started in March as a live-streamed discussion about the
coronavirus pandemic and its impact , on Indian Country has quickly transformed into a weekday newscast
delivered to nearly 75 million households.
In the newscast’s fifth week of production, Indian Country Today is announcing that the half-hour
broadcast will be picked up by Arizona PBS. The show, called Indian Country Today, will air weekday
nights at 11 p.m. on the Arizona PBS World channel, starting May 11. The news show is aimed at an Indigenous
audience and produced by Indigenous journalists."
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"New documentary on Indigenous food sovereignty," Lakota Times, September 03, 2020,
https://www.lakotatimes.com/articles/new-documentary-on-indigenous-food-sovereignty/, reported, "A feature
length documentary celebrating Indigenous food systems and the efforts underway nationwide to reclaim
and rebuild them will be available on iTunes starting September 8, 2020.
Gather is an intimate portrait of the growing movement among Native Americans in the aftermath of
centuries of genocide to ensure the health, strength and future of Native communities. The film is the result of
a three-year collaboration between the First Nations Development Institute and award-winning director Sanjay
Rawal."
Vincent Schilling, "Four new Indigenous films by and about Native women," ICT, November 2, 2020,
https://indiancountrytoday.com/lifestyle/four-new-indigenous-films-by-and-about-native-women-44RncY68UGeNMrJVMQpkA, reported, "For the past 45 years, the nonprofit Women Make Movies
(https://www.wmm.com/about-us/) has been one of the leading industry organizations working to help female
filmmakers, directors and producers create films with a message of female empowerment and resilience.
Among its latest efforts are four Indigenous-themed films, each employing a female Native producer
and/or director," which were viewable in a virtual film festival November 1-8, 2020. These films are: Without a
Whisper: Konnon:kwe by film maker Katsitsionni Fox, Mohawk; Paulette from Director/Producer: Heather Rae,
with a commentary on it that can be viewed from: https://indiancountrytoday.com/lifestyle/four-new-indigenousfilms-by-and-about-native-women-44RncY6-8UGeNMrJVMQpkA; Sisters Rising, by Directors: Willow
O’Feral & Brad
Heck,
and
Executive
Producer:
Tantoo
Cardinal,
Cree/Metis
and
Producer: Jaida Grey Eagle, Oglala Lakota; and Conscience Point with Director: Treva Wurmfeld and Producer:
Julianna Brannum, Comanche."
Alexandra Alter, "‘We’ve Already Survived an Apocalypse’" Indigenous Writers Are Changing Sci-Fi:
Long underrepresented in genre fiction, Native American and First Nations authors are reshaping its otherworldly
(but
still
often
Eurocentric)
worlds,"
The
New
York
Times,
August
14,
2020,
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/08/14/books/indigenous-native-american-sci-fi-horror.html, "Dimaline, along
with Waubgeshig Rice, Rebecca Roanhorse, Darcie Little Badger and Stephen Graham Jones, who has been
called “the Jordan Peele of horror literature,” are some of the Indigenous novelists reshaping North
American science fiction, horror and fantasy — genres in which Native writers have long been overlooked.
Their fiction often draws on Native American and First Nations mythology and narrative traditions in ways
that upend stereotypes about Indigenous literature and cultures. And the authors are gaining recognition in a corner
of the literary world that has traditionally been white, male and Eurocentric, rooted in Western mythology."
Sandra Hale Schulman, "Met names first full-time curator of Native art," ICT, October 3, 2020,
https://indiancountrytoday.com/news/met-names-first-full-time-curator-of-native-art-yUKkiUvL5EpKgGT3jSfCQ, reported, "Scholar, author and former director of the Smithsonian’s National Museum of the
American Indian-New York, Patricia Marroquin Norby, Purépecha, has been named the [Metropolitan
Museum of Art]'s inaugural associate curator of Native American art.
Norby’s focus will be work on the Met’s collection development and exhibition programming that focuses
on Native arts. Her other goal is outreach to Indigenous communities, scholars, artists and audiences."
@@@@@@@
International Developments
International Organization Developments
"A day to recognize the resilience of indigenous peoples," UN Department of Economic and Social
Affairs," August 3, 2020, https://www.un.org/development/desa/undesavoice/highlights/2020/08, reported,
"Indigenous peoples have been heavily impacted by COVID-19. Nevertheless, their response to the global
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pandemic has shown their resilience in overcoming challenges. Indigenous peoples continue to use unique
solutions to tackle the pandemic – as they have for centuries. They are taking action, drawing on their
traditional knowledge and practices, such as voluntary isolation, and sealing off their territories.
For example, the Karen people of Thailand have revived their ancient ritual of 'Kroh Yee' (village
closure) in efforts to fight the spread of COVID-19. In Honduras, several Lenca and Maya Chortí communities
have put in place ‘sanitary cordons’ to enclose their villages and to prevent outsiders from entering their territories.
Indigenous peoples are also implementing preventive and protective measures – providing key messages
and launching media campaigns in indigenous languages to ensure greater awareness and outreach. These and
many other practices are vital to preserve indigenous peoples’ and their communities and cultures, as they continue
to be disproportionately impacted by the pandemic.
Indigenous youth in many communities are playing a key role in supporting community decisions, by
enforcing restrictions and lockdowns, distributing essentials and health equipment, as well as gathering
information on the impact of the pandemic. Elders, who are the guardians of history, traditions, languages and
cultures of indigenous peoples are particularly vulnerable, and deserve special attention to prevent an immense
bio-cultural loss.
Indigenous women, who are responsible for the health, nutrition and care of their families and
communities, are bearing a huge toll in this pandemic. Their main source of income from handicrafts,
vegetables and other products, is currently curtailed, as they struggle to provide for their families. Indigenous
children – especially those located in remote areas who do not have access to essential distance learning tools such
as Internet access and are experiencing a digital divide, will most likely be placed even further behind. Special
measures are needed to address the challenges faced by indigenous peoples in different parts of the world, in
particular indigenous women and children.
COVID-19 is by far not the only threat to the health and survival of indigenous peoples, who face
numerous challenges, including poor access to sanitation, lack of clean water, inadequate medical services,
widespread stigma and discrimination in healthcare settings, and land grabbing and encroachment on their
lands. Nevertheless, indigenous peoples maintain practices that can serve as inspiration in combatting the
COVID-19 pandemic globally, and their collective traditions and strong support systems in their
communities can serve as an inspiration to all communities.
The commemoration of the 2020 International Day of the World’s Indigenous Peoples will offer a glimpse
of the challenges and responses faced by indigenous peoples during this pandemic, as well as good practices that
can be shared around the world.
For more information: https://www.un.org/development/desa/indigenouspeoples/international-day-of-theworlds-indigenous-peoples/2020-2.html."
"13th session/ Regional meetings of the Expert Mechanism on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples: The
impact of COVID-19 on the rights of indigenous peoples under the UN Declaration on the Rights of
Indigenous Peoples," United Nations Human Rights Office of the High Commissioner, Accessed January 11,
2020,
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/IPeoples/EMRIP/Pages/Session13.aspx?fbclid=IwAR2PovKp7W3oIc7GYVMnl
fk-Rd-KH6WSt-YqVMZyQwN98kPnVry9ZFw6NHs, reported with web accessible submissions, "The 13th
session of the Expert Mechanism on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, initially scheduled to take place from 8 to12
June 2020, was postponed to take place from 30 November to 4 December 2020 due to the COVID-19 outbreak.
Following the ongoing COVID-19 crisis affecting the travel of members, indigenous peoples, Member States and
others, the EMRIP decided to convert its postponed 13th into four virtual regional meetings, followed by a wrap up
meeting for the EMRIP members and Secretariat only.
The topic of the regional meetings will be, "The impact of COVID-19 on the rights of indigenous peoples
under the UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples". See Concept Note. The outcome of these regional
meetings was recorded in the EMRIP's annual report and may be viewed on the webcast here: http://webtv.un.org/
The regional meetings were held as follows:
Africa and North America - Monday 30 November from 15:00 to 17:00 (Geneva time). Interpretation in
English, and French. Agenda: English | Français
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Pacific and Asia - Tuesday 1 December from 9:00 to 11:00 (Geneva time). Interpretation in English and
French. Agenda
The Arctic; Central and Eastern Europe, Russian Federation, Central Asia and Transcaucasia Wednesday 2 December from 15:00 to 17:00(Geneva time). Interpretation in English, French and
Russian. Agenda
Central and South America and the Caribbean - Thursday 3 December from 15:00 to 17:00 (Geneva
time). Interpretation in English, French and Spanish. Agenda
Documentation
The following submissions were received by the EMRIP, and some were given as statements by
participants during the regional meetings:
A) Africa and North America – 30 November 2020
Congres Mondial Amazigh,
FHQ Tribal Council (FHQTC), Canada
Hai Om San Bushmen Community Development Organisation, Namibia
Indigenous Bar Association, Canada
Indigenous Peoples of Africa Coordinating Committee
International Indian Treaty Council (IITC)
International Indian Treaty Council (IITC) News Report 2020
Indigenous World Association (IWA), Canada
Ministere de la Justice, Congo
National Statement, Canada
PineCreek First Nation Manitoba, Canada
Santa Mbororo Youths Association (SAMUSA-SANTA), Cameroon
Union of BC Indian Chiefs, Canada
B) Asia and Pacific – 01 December 2020
Aid to Tai People
Asia Indigenous Peoples Pact (AIPP)
Asia Indigenous Peoples' Caucus, Asia Indigenous Peoples Pact, Indigenous Peoples Disabilities Network
Hokkaido Ainu, Japan
Human Rights Commission (Suhakam), Malaysia
Human Rights Commission Te Kāhui Tika Tangata, New Zealand
India Indigenous Peoples and Adivasi Samanway Manch Bharat
Indigenous Peoples' Organization (IPO), Australia
Indigenous Women's Network, India
Independent Iwi Monitoring Mechanism (IWI), New Zealand
Joint Statement, Asia Indigenous Peoples Pact (AIPP), Asia Indigenous Peoples Caucus, Asia Indigenous
Youth Platform (AIYP) and Asia Young Indigenous People's Network (AYIPN)
Joint Statement, Asia Indigenous Peoples Pact (AIPP), Asia Indigenous Peoples Caucus & Network of
Indigenous Women in Asia (NIWA)
Joint statement Kapeeng Foundation (KF), Bangladesh Indigenous Women Network (BIWN), Jatiya
Adivashi parishad (JAP), Bangladesh
Joint Statement, Lawyers' Association for Human Rights of Nepalese Indigenous Peoples (LAHRUNIP),
Indigenous Peoples Nepal Trust, Community Law Firm Study and Research Dabu
Joint Statement, Naga Peoples Movement for Human Rights (NPMHR), Karbi Human Rights Watch
(KHRW), Borok Peoples' Human Rights Organization (BPHRO), Zo Indigenous Forum (ZIF), Boro
Peoples Committee for Peace Initiatives (BPCI), Northeast India
Joint Statement, Nirai Kanai nu Kai and Shimin Gaikou Centre
Khmers Kampuchea-Krom Federation (KKF)
National Commission on Indigenous Peoples, Philippines
National Indigenous Australians Agency
New South Wales Aboriginal Land Council
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New Zealand, Ministry for Māori Development
United Nations Association of Australia- Qld-Division
West Papua Interest Association (WPIA)
C) The Arctic; Central and Eastern Europe, Russian Federation, Central Asia and Transcaucasia –
02 December 2020
Aborigen Forum, Russian Federation
Association Indigenous Minorities North Ulch District
Association of indigenous peoples Yamal-potomkam
Community of Indigenous Peoples Tyakha Krasnoyarsk region, Russia
Ecospirituality Foundation Onlus
Inuit Cirumpolar Council, Greenland
Intervention by First Deputy Foreign Minister of Ukraine
Intervention European Union
Joint Statement delivered by Denmark on behalf of a group of states
KmnSOYUZ Organization
National Statement, Russia
Saami Council
Sami Parliament, Finland
Sámi Parliament, Norway
Sámi Parliament, Sweden
The Arctic Counsel Russia
D) Central and South America and the Caribean – 03 December 2020
Agricultural Service for Research and Economic Development - SAIPE, Peru
Ayullu Tawqa Killaka, Bolivia
Comunidad San Francisco de Cajas, Ecuador
Defensoría del Pueblo, Ecuador
Federação das Organizações Indígenas do Rio Negro (FOIRN) y Rede de Cooperação Amazônica (RCA)
Fondo para el desarollo de los pueblos indígenas de Americá Latina y el Caribe (FILAC)
Indian Law Resource Center
Individual Statement Nazareth Cabrera G
Intervención de Venezuela
Intervención de España
Interventión de Guatemala
Intervención de México
Intervención Pueblo Rapa Nui
Joint Statement CODECA, Asociacon B'elejeb Tz's, Fransisicans International, Fastenopfer - Swiss
Catholic Lenten Fund
Joint Statement Organización Nacional de los Pueblos Indígenas de la Amazonía Colombiana-OPIAC,
Amazon Conservation Team - Colombia, DeJusticia, Fundación Gaia Amazonas, Sinergias-Alianzas
Estratégicas para la Salud y el Desarrollo Social y Clinica Juridica
Ka'Kuxtal Much Meyaj/Organizaciones Mayas
Ministerio de Cultura, Perú
Organisation des Nationes Autochtones de Guyane (NAG)
Organización Regional de la Asociación Inter éthnica de Desarollo de la Selva Peruana Uayali-ORAU
Presentación del Ombudsman de El Salvador
Pueblo Pijao, Colombia
Red Ecledial Panamazónica - Dossier Covid-19 en la Panamazónia
Comunidades Nativas Shipibo-Konzibo, Ucayali, Amazonía del Perú
Special Secretariat for Indigenous Health (SESAI)/ Ministry of Health and the National Indian Foundation
(FUNAI), Brazil
United Confederation of Taino People and the Caribbean Development Organization Amerindian
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Yamasi People"
Ariel Iannone Román, "UNPFII Releases Study Indigenous Peoples’ Autonomies," Cultural Survival,
October 3, 2020, https://www.culturalsurvival.org/news/unpfii-releases-study-indigenous-peoples-autonomies,
reported, "The Study on Indigenous Peoples’ Autonomies: Experiences and Perspectives, issued in April 2020
what was supposed to be the 19th Session of the United Nations Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues, is an
analysis of the current state of Indigenous Peoples’ right to autonomy as outlined in the United Nations
Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples. The study builds on the proceedings and outcome of the
January 2018 Economic and Social Affairs meeting, the March 2019 Inter-American Commission on Human
Rights seminar, and the July 2019 report of the Special Rapporteur on the rights of Indigenous Peoples. For the
purposes of the study, autonomy is defined as /the de facto implementation of self-determination by Indigenous
Peoples.'
The study breaks autonomy into two categories: territorial and functional. Territorial autonomy is a
'breaking-out' strategy 'that aims to create autonomy and self-determination through territorial self-rule.' Functional
autonomy is a 'breaking-in' policy which involves the continuous promotion of Indigenous rights in agreements
with the State via 'legitimate Indigenous political leadership.' Functional autonomy may include territorial selfrule, but the important distinction is that it attempts to go beyond the establishment of rights in relation to a
specific territory.
In certain cases of territorial autonomy, the State may determine a specific territory in which Indigenous
Peoples are given specific rights. Other cases involve the forced displacement of Indigenous Peoples into
government-determined autonomous territorial structures. Territorial autonomies around the world have been
established at the family, village, community, and regional levels. In each case, this form of autonomy can be
considered a form of government where all citizens are given equal rights in principal, and those who fulfill
specific criteria have voting rights in the governing structures.
In cases where the establishment of territorial and political autonomy appears unrealistic for the
foreseeable future, Indigenous Peoples have been able to negotiate land claims in order to exert the rights of
collective ownership, or other forms of control, over their traditional territories. All land claims involve
surface and subsurface rights, and Indigenous Peoples for the most part have only been granted surface
rights, with limited subsurface rights. Sometimes, land claims are restricted by use, as well.
Functional autonomy includes ethnic and cultural categories. 'Ethnic autonomy within a nation-State
gives specified rights to all members of the Indigenous group, for example, when Indigenous groups are allowed to
establish their own schools or speak their own language in court.' Cultural autonomy is a more limited form that
attempts to unite Indigenous Peoples who have been scattered between urban areas and traditional homelands, so
that their rights may be recognized despite the “diasporic indigeneity” that has seen the community become
physically separated.
Though Indigenous autonomies are always a part of the nation-State, they can exist with independent,
parallel, or subsumed integration, with most autonomies including different aspects of each type, particularly
subsumed integration. Independent autonomy is type of a 'nested autonomy,' where the State government can’t
intervene in decisions made by the autonomous government as long as those decisions don’t fall outside of the
scope of the autonomous unit’s authority. Parallel autonomy is 'where the Indigenous autonomy exists in parallel to
the national structures.' In these cases, the Indigenous community as a whole has 'exclusive land rights within a
certain territory,' while each member of the community still maintains their individual rights as a citizen of the
State. In subsumed autonomies, the Indigenous autonomy is subsumed to the national political structure in one way
or another. The most extreme version of this occurs when “the general rules of the autonomy are the same as those
under which the rest or majority of the population live.” In these cases, Indigenous autonomy is administered by
the national system in the same way as a regional or municipal unit.
The most radical form of autonomy is voluntary isolation, which is 'a form of forced isolation or a reaction
to being excluded and a need to flee from atrocities.' The Indigenous communities who fall under this category are
among the most vulnerable peoples in the world, and the study emphasizes the need for a legal and political
framework that ensures that the choice to isolate is respected and protected, and that prepares for the day the
community may choose to contact the outside world.
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The bulk of the study is dedicated to a discussion of thematic issues. Key obstacles identified by
Indigenous Peoples in the successful establishment of autonomy are 'natural resource extraction, lack of
political recognition and the influx of settlers.' Other external factors mentioned are 'racism, the caste
system, opposition from other Indigenous groups in the country, the criminalization of Indigenous Peoples,
a lack of involvement in projects affecting them and increasing disrespect for human rights by politicians,
the authorities and the general public.'
The process of negotiating autonomies is long and expensive, and often Indigenous communities lack
legal or publicly elected representatives who can spearhead negotiations. Working with non-Indigenous
recruited experts has mixed results, as they don’t typically speak the Indigenous language or share the same
traditions. Another issue is organization, as most Indigenous Peoples find the national political parties of
their country to be of no help in promoting their rights. The study states that 'although Indigenous Peoples
in most countries relate to political parties for jobs, national elections, lobbying, etc, other ways must be
found for promotion of autonomy.
It is difficult to establish territorial autonomy when Indigenous Peoples are not the majority population in
the area. A parallel functional autonomy is a more realistic choice for these situations. Other alternatives include
autonomy at the community level, or in one particular case in Canada, the merging of 'a First Nations band
government and a municipal government into a single authority.' Even after autonomy has been successfully
established, there is often a lack of implementation of key agreements since the negotiated rights haven’t
been translated into legislative, administrative, or other measures. Another issue has been the process of
regression that has Indigenous Peoples witnessing the erosion of rights that had been previously established.
When the choice is available, Indigenous communities must decide if their autonomy should be structured
as a public government or an Indigenous self-government. When an autonomy becomes a public government, then
it becomes fully subsumed in the State’s political and administrative structure. This can limit the promotion of
Indigenous rights given the weight of most State bureaucracies, which use frameworks that are very different from
the traditional Indigenous structures. If the autonomy becomes an Indigenous self-government, the community
must decide if their governance should align with national rules, local traditions, or a combination of both.
In the absence of being able to establish autonomy, Indigenous Peoples have made attempts to modify land
claims into comprehensive agreements to combine political rights with territorial rights. Land claim titles have
often been awarded without being negotiated by Indigenous representatives. This results in the land being vested in
regional and for-profit corporations, and reduces the Indigenous community to being shareholders. This illustrates
the drawback of land claims, as 'the experiences of many countries have shown that this does not protect the lands
against intruding interests and that discrimination continues into the court system.'
Recognition is an obvious pre-condition to genuine autonomy, and provides a platform from which to move
forward with attempts to establish autonomy and Indigenous rights to self-determination. A key issue here is 'who
has the right to define Indigenousness.' There are different ways to achieve recognition, including through
constitutional amendments, by law, or by legal provisions. In countries that lack official recognition, 'Indigenous
Peoples can be said de facto to have some degree of recognition as being labelled scheduled tribes, marginal or
vulnerable groups.'
Many governments around the world have established institutions dedicated to promoting the rights
of Indigenous Peoples, though the study notes that these attempts would be better served by turning the
control of these institutions over to Indigenous Peoples. In general, the promotion of Indigenous rights is
better guaranteed when co-management and conflict resolution mechanisms are legally and politically
guaranteed with procedural consistency. 'The most successful autonomies are those where both the
Indigenous Peoples and the Governments feel ownership of and responsibility to the establishment of
Indigenous autonomies.'
The study closes by making several recommendations to the Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues
that include promoting dialogue between Indigenous Peoples and Governments, increasing the
understanding and support of United Nations agencies and other relevant institutions, and facilitating an
inclusive process to develop guiding principles for the implementation of Indigenous Peoples’ rights to
autonomy and self-government. At the State level, the study encourages the establishment of 'ombudsman
institutions to ensure that the rights of all Indigenous Peoples are respected and protected.' It also stresses
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the importance of developing official grievance mechanisms to hold States accountable and establishing
protective frameworks for Indigenous Peoples living in isolation.
Read
the
entire
Study
on
Indigenous
Peoples’
Autonomies here:
https://undocs.org/Home/Mobile?FinalSymbol=E%2FC.19%2F2020%2F5&Language=E&DeviceType=Desktop."
"Cultural Survival Collaborates with UNESCO to Support Journalists During COVID-19," Cultural
Survival, September 09, 2020, https://www.culturalsurvival.org/news/cultural-survival-collaborates-unescosupport-journalists-during-covid-19, reported, "Faced with the COVID-19 pandemic, UNESCO, the United
Nations organization with a mandate to promote freedom of expression, launched the Support Group for
Journalists. The UN Special Rapporteur on the Situation of Human Rights Defenders, Mary Lawlor, supports this
initiative.
The threats faced by journalists who defend human rights are multiple, and sometimes lethal.
Journalists around the world face intimidation, abuse and harassment online, hacking, illegal detention,
physical threats and murder. And when journalists are killed, their perpetrators are often not brought to
justice. It is difficult to imagine the level of stress that these journalists, who are often women, have to absorb in
order to carry out their work defending the rights of others. Their families endure that anxiety, too, making their
vital work even more difficult,' says Lawlor.
The pilot project is coordinated by the UNESCO Multi-Country Office in San José, with the support of the
UNESCO Multi-Country Office in Quito and the UNESCO National Offices in Mexico and Guatemala. The
initiative is supported by Cultural Survival, the International Federation of Journalists (FIP), IREX, the Shelter
City Program, Fundamedios, and the International Justice Mission (IJM).
Journalists and their families will be able to obtain accompaniment and psychological support
through webinars that will be moderated by psychologists, podcasts, monthly newsletters, and individual
and group sessions. Through these activities, journalists and their families will be able to count on more strategies
for emotional management and strengthening of their self-care skills. In addition, these activities will provide
spaces for journalists to share their experiences with other colleagues. Additionally, radio programs are being
produced and broadcast by Cultural Survival in 13 Indigenous languages through community radios in Central
America and special webinars will be held for journalism students on self-care, so that they are prepared to face the
challenges caused by future crises.
Esther Kuisch Laroche, Director of UNESCO in San José, highlights the relevance of developing this
project during the Covid-19 pandemic, 'More than ever it is important that we support journalists and freedom of
expression. In these times of crisis, your work is essential to promote transparency and accountability. However,
the spread of the coronavirus, confinement, and uncertainty have led to stress, depression, fatigue, burnout, and
loss of interest in work. As a consequence, many journalists are unable to defend freedom of expression
adequately. This support group is a good example of collaboration between stakeholders, and will help journalists
be more efficient and productive.'
The importance of supporting journalists has been highlighted by many organizations including the
International Federation of Journalists (IFJ) and its director of the Regional Office, Paula Cejas says, 'It is essential
to provide tools and resources that ensure the psychological and emotional health of journalists and media workers,
who today are exposed to carry out their work, in a context of total uncertainty, insecurity and fear. Covering
COVID-19 not only means assuming the role of witnesses to a traumatic and anguish situation, but also facing the
risk of becoming victims of this disease on a daily basis.'
The pandemic has affected the lives of many people, including those journalists in indigenous peoples
who are in a vulnerable situation. As Galina Angarova (Buryat), Executive Director of Cultural Survival
explained, 'Indigenous Peoples have been vulnerable prior to COVID-19, and today they continue to be
disproportionately affected by the pandemic. However, Indigenous communities around the world are
responding to the virus with resistance, using their ancestral knowledge to cope with the situation. Among
them are courageous Indigenous journalists and communicators who, despite the lack of adequate
conditions, continue to carry out their work and make an enormous effort to keep their communities
informed about COVID-19 in their native languages.'
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For more information about the Support Group for Journalists, please contact Jamion Knight, in charge of
the Communication and Information Program at the UNESCO Office in San José. j.knight@unesco.org."
"Unique event: indigenous voices heard for first time in EU debate on conservation," Survival
International, November 17, 2020, https://www.survivalinternational.org/news/12491, reported, "For the first
time, indigenous people and activists affected by protected areas on their land will have the chance to tell
European policy makers what they think about conservation.
The unique conference, taking place on November 19, is hosted by European parliamentarians and will bring
together representatives of indigenous peoples and local communities in Africa, Asia and Latin America,
NGOs, European Commission officials, and MEPs.
The debate will be livestreamed, and comes against the backdrop of a push by the EU, UN and others
to turn 30% of the world’s surface into protected areas by 2030.
Survival and others are campaigning to stop this #BigGreenLie as it would constitute the biggest land
grab in world history, reducing hundreds of millions of people to landless poverty.
Among the activists present will be:
- Pranab
Doley,
indigenous
activist
from
the
Mising
tribe,
Kaziranga,
India
- Mordecai
Ogada,
conservationist,
Kenya
- Delcasse Lukumbu, Congolese activist and member of Lucha RDC, Congolese citizen movement, DRC
- Guillaume Blanc, Environmental historian, specialist in contemporary Africa and lecturer at University
of Rennes 2, France
They will come face to face with officials such as:
Herbert Lust, Vice President and Managing Director of Conservation International Europe
- Chantal Marijnissen, Head of Unit, Environment, Natural Resources, Water, Directorate-General for
International Cooperation and Development, European Commission (the department linked to the
notorious Messok
Dja
park in
Congo)
- Luisa Ragher, Head of Division Human Rights, European External Action Service (EEAS)
To attend the event for free and receive simultaneous translation in English, French, Spanish and Russian,
register via Zoom: svlint.org/EPconferenceregister
Or watch the livestream on Facebook: svlint.org/EPconferencefb."
"WWF releases report on its human rights abuses," Survival International, November 24, 2020,
https://www.survivalinternational.org/news/12500,
reported,
"Today, WWF has
released
a report it
commissioned on its human rights abuses in the Congo Basin, India and Nepal. It 'did not seek to
determine… whether the alleged abuses… occurred '.
Its focus was, 'that WWF knew about the alleged abuses by rangers… but… continued to support
and collaborate with them, and… failed to take effective steps to prevent, respond to and remedy the alleged
abuses.' The report echoes previous WWF responses in passing blame onto “government rangers,” funded
and trained by WWF.
The report clearly shows that the senior management of WWF International, which was responsible
for the direct management of programs in Cameroon and the Democratic Republic of Congo, repeatedly
failed, over the course of several years, to take corrective action. It also says WWF has continued to fund
and support rangers who have committed abuses in the Congo Basin: 'By 2008 at the
latest, WWF Cameroon staff had heard allegations of beatings and physical violence by eco-guards in the
national parks of south-eastern Cameroon. Nevertheless, WWF continued to fund, support and collaborate
with ecoguards in a variety of ways.'
The report also found that 'the implementation of [WWF’s] social policies on the ground has been
inconsistent, and in many respects ineffective during the period covered by this report.'
The report was commissioned in March 2019 following Buzzfeed reports which supported investigations
previously made by the Rainforest Foundation (UK) and Survival International: WWF projects in the Congo Basin
had taken the land of the local Baka, Bayaka and other (so called “Pygmy”) tribes without their consent, and its
rangers had severely mistreated them under the guise of the fight against poaching.
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Tribespeople were beaten, tortured, imprisoned and killed. Neither women, nor children nor the elderly, were
spared.
WWF asked London law firm, Kingsley Napley – specialists in reputational protection – to carry out an
investigation. This comprised a review of documents and decisions. The investigation was then “assessed” by a
team of human rights consultants, including the former UN special rapporteur on human rights and the
environment, John Knox.
The 160-page report was finally released today, two days before U.S. Thanksgiving Day.
On 18 November, the UNDP responded to the abuses committed by WWF funded rangers in the North of
Congo by also releasing its decision to end its support for its 'Transboundary Biodiversity Conservation into the
Basins of the Republic of Congo' project, and to do a 'fundamental reset' of its work in the area. However, it will
continue to support conservation there and intends to continue working with WWF, in spite of the acknowledged
human rights violations.
Survival’s Director, Stephen Corry, said today, 'Another of many internal reports on WWF human rights
abuses confirms what we’ve said for decades. It’s come just before Thanksgiving in a clear attempt to bury the
news. Conservation is now reframing its narrative to include support for indigenous peoples’ rights, but we’ve
heard all this before and little seems to change on the ground. Indigenous peoples’ lands must be properly
recognised as their own. Their right to refuse outside intervention they don’t want must be upheld, including for
so-called 'green' projects. They are better at conservation than the conservation NGOs which mistreat and threaten
them. If we are genuine about protecting biodiversity, it’s time to let them get on with it.'”
Regional and Country Developments
Ian Austen, "An Indigenous Canadian Journalist Was Covering a Protest. Then He Got Arrested: He is one
of four reporters arrested while covering Indigenous affairs in a country that has been trying to make amends for its
colonial
past,"
The
New
York
Times,
September
23,
2020,
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/09/21/world/canada/indigenous-journalism-protests.html, reported that Karl
Dockstader, an Indigenous radio reporter, was arrested for covering an ongoing First Nation demonstration
aimed at blocking a housing project on land claimed by a First Nation in Caledonia, Ontario. Dockstader
was enjoined from further reporting of the project.
"Mr. Dockstader’s arrest is one of four recent arrests of reporters covering Indigenous protests in
Canada, and journalism and civil rights groups immediately leapt to his defense. Canada’s constitutional
guarantee of freedom of speech includes freedom of the press as a 'fundamental freedom'.”
Some see these arrests as an attempt to silence Indigenous voices in Canada.
In scenes reminiscent of the fishing wars in the United States, First Nation lobster fishers in Nova
Scotia, catching lobsters legally under treaty out of season for everyone else have been attacked, had their
catch stolen, and a processing plant destroyed by non-Indigenous fisherman angry at their "out of season"
lobstering (Dan Bilefsky, In ‘Lobster War,’ Indigenous Canadians Face Attacks by Fishermen: A battle over the
lucrative lobster industry in Nova Scotia has become the latest flash point in a series of of abuses of Indigenous
people
in
Canada,"
The
New
York
Times,
October
20,
2020,
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/10/20/world/canada/nova-scotia-lobster-war.html).
"B.C. argues Nuchatlaht Nation ‘abandoned’ its territory. Lawyer reminds court ‘land was stolen:’
In the first-ever title case argued in B.C. since the province introduced UNDRIP legislation, Crown lawyers assert
the nation lost territorial rights by not consistently occupying their lands. Experts say the argument is strange,
possibly illegal and a step back for reconciliation," The Narwhal, November 25, 2020, https://thenarwhal.ca/bcnuchatlaht-title-case-undrip/, reported, "The land claim [by the Nuchatlaht First Nation to Nootka Island off
the west coast of Vancouver Island], which could set the stage for other First Nations in B.C., was launched
in January 2017, but has not yet been tested in B.C. Supreme Court. Nuchatlaht leaders lay blame for the
drawn-out process on provincial government lawyers who claim the nation abandoned their territory. The
delays mean escalating costs for the small band, which has fewer than 170 members.
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The province has purposefully taken up a phoney defence designed to delay justice, said Jack
Woodward, lawyer for the Nuchatlaht.
B.C. argues Nuchatlaht Nation ‘abandoned’ its territory. Lawyer reminds court ‘land was stolen’
In the first-ever title case argued in B.C. since the province introduced UNDRIP legislation, Crown
lawyers assert the nation lost territorial rights by not consistently occupying their lands. Experts say the
argument is strange, possibly illegal and a step back for reconciliation."
Rus Diabo, Draft Resolution #06-2020, AFN Annual General Assembly, Dec. 8-9, 2020, Title: Conditions
to Supporting Bill C-15, Federal Legislation Regarding the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of
Indigenous Peoples," First Nations Strategic Bulletin, June - December, 2020, reported, “The [Assembly of First
Nations] AFN Co-Chairs used procedural tactics to stop this Draft Resolution from being debated and voted
on during the AFN Virtual Assembly. It was the only Draft Resolution on Bill C-15. AFN National Chief
Bellegarde is relying on past AFN Resolutions as his mandate to support Bill C-15” (For Diabo and other's
critique ff Bill C-15, see Dialoguing, below).
Jorge Barrera, "Beyond the barricades: By setting up barriers around two housing developments and
calling it 1492 Land Back Lane, Six Nations members have forced the town of Caledonia, Ont., to reckon — again
—
with
who
actually
owns
the
land,"
CBC
News,
November
25,
2020,
https://newsinteractives.cbc.ca/longform/1492-land-back-lane-caledonia-six-nations-protest, reported, "On its 280kilometre meander south to Lake Erie, the Grand River flows beneath a barricaded bridge along a bypass built
to reroute highway traffic around Caledonia, Ont., a bedroom community in southwestern Ontario.
For the past month, its three main routes south have all been blocked by concrete barriers, gravel and
trenches dug into the pavement by members of the Haudenosaunee nation re-seizing a portion of land that
once ran from the headwaters to the mouth of this river."
Dan Levey, star of the Emmy wining show Shits's Creek, has inspired thousands of Canadians to
study the history of their country's colonial relationship with its First Nations. He announced publicly that he
was returning to school and invited fans to do so. Within two weeks some 64,000 signed up for the online course
Indigenous Canada, contributing to the national discussion of how the nation can redeem itself with its First
People (Catherine Porter, "A Star Pupil Inspires Canadians to Study Up on Indigenous History," The New York
Times, September 27, 2020).
Cesar Armando Bol Chocooj, "The State and Its Responsibility to Indigenous Peoples in Guatemala in the
Face of the Coronavirus," Cultural Survival, June 24, 2020, https://www.culturalsurvival.org/news/state-and-itsresponsibility-indigenous-peoples-guatemala-face-coronavirus, reported, "As many feared, the World Health
Organization officially declared the COVID-19 Coronavirus as a pandemic. News media announced that it
appeared for the first time in Wuhan, the capital of Hubei Province in the People’s Republic of China, a city with a
population of approximately 11 million people. In Europe, there are hundreds of thousands of cases, and the most
affected countries are Spain and Italy. The American continent is no exception: the United States tops the list of
countries
with
the
most
cases,
followed
by
Brazil
and
Peru.
Meanwhile, in Guatemala, in numerous press conferences, the President of the Republic of
Guatemala Alejandro Giammattei constantly reports the progression of positive cases of the COVID-19
virus in the country. The actions taken by the government to alleviate the crisis prioritize the economy of the
business world, overlooking the health of the Guatemalan people. A loan of 450 million dollars from
international organizations was urgently approved by the Congress. Very little of this money was directed to
health. Beyond this, there are no specific emergency response plans that benefit the most vulnerable,
including the Indigenous Peoples.
Recently, the president of the Guatemala vetoed the proposed law 15-2020 passed by Congress, which
took measures to defer payment of utility bills, including water, electricity, phone, and internet. He argued
that various articles of the decree were unconstitutional. According to the president, an improved
counterproposal drafted with the advice of ministers would approve the decree, but now the basic content is
210

the same, with one difference: it redirects forty-five million quetzals to EMPAGUA, the municipal water
company of the City of Guatemala.
A few weeks ago, the president offered a 1000-quetzal voucher and bags of food to those most in need, but
as of this point Indigenous communities have not yet seen this assistance. To date since the start of the
quarantine (March 17th) there has been no food in many houses. Various families took to the streets with
white flags signaling a call for help because they need food, medicine and support to supply other basic
needs. To top it off, the president denied the legitimacy of this plea for help, calling those waving the white
flags 'acarreados,' suggesting that they had been brought in to participate in staged protests.
The business sector is a completely different story, at it seems to be one of the privileged classes
during this crisis. For three months liability and worker’s compensation payments—including those to the
Guatemalan Institute of Social Security (IGSS), Worker’s Recreation Institute (IRTRA), and the Technical
Institute for Training and Productivity (INTECAP)—were suspended. Government actions in response to
the pandemic were the following: a state of emergency was declared throughout Guatemala, a curfew was
imposed from 4pm to 4am (now 6pm to 4am), in addition to the reduction of hours in markets and public
transportation was also suspended.
Indigenous Peoples are being greatly affected by these measures. The majority of the population is
stuck in their communities due to the lack of transportation and they are not always able to sell what they
are able to bring to market due to the limited operating hours. In some cases, municipal authorities
improvised, relocating marketplaces to far-away places, where there are very few buyers. And now the
worst is coming, because those who have taken out loans for capital have mortgaged their houses or land,
and now run the risk of falling behind on their bank payments.
Under the state of emergency, the industrial business sector continues to operate with special
permission granted by the Ministry of the Economy. The application for this permission is designed for this sector,
and has nothing to do with small business owners, who have been greatly impacted by the virus response
measures. Likewise, the Congress, in addition to approving the expansion of the state of emergency, the
curfew and the loans, included a safe-conduct for the movement of business people, who will not face travel
restrictions with the argument that they are auditing and inspecting their business.
These actions have been applauded and praised by a minority (some of whom belong to the sector which
enjoys protected State salaries, others who are close friends of the government, and others, of course, who belong
to the Guatemalan oligarchy). Meanwhile, the vast majority of the population that survives on informal
economic activity has been dealt a blow. They have to work somehow each and every day in order to put
food on the table for their families, pay rent, and utilities such as electricity, water, phone, and other
expenses. Many cannot easily move their dwellings to their places of work. A large number of business
people have mandated that their workers do not miss work, other workers were fired for being unable to get
to work, and others were told that they could no longer be paid.
The Labor Ministry has been inefficient, encouraging people to make claims, but calls to their published
phone numbers go unanswered. In Indigenous communities, due to the lack of opportunities, many people have
migrated to the city, mainly the capital. Since they don’t have a proper education, a vast majority is unable to
access the formal labor market, so they have no options besides working in a tortilla factory or shop, shining shoes,
selling food or trinkets, doing housework, selling lottery tickets, or in the worst cases, working in cantinas or
getting involved in prostitution.
The government has opened spaces for participation only for the sector with the most economic
resources. They praise the donations of those who own big businesses, and (though all support should be valued),
history has been witness to the fact that to these people there is no gift given that doesn’t expect something in
return. Invisible and excluded, Indigenous Peoples have been rejected despite being a vast majority of the
population in Guatemala. They will not be able to contribute economically, but they have great wisdom and know
the reality of their communities. Their ancestral knowledge (such as traditional medicine, experience with older
people, knowledge of midwives, agricultural techniques based on the lunar cycle, and their own methods of
organization), can play a decisive role in the prevention of COVID-19 in their territories. By communicating in
their own languages and with their own values, they would have been able to contribute to the prevention of the
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pandemic, but this is not the priority of the government. The effort to develop viable proposals could have started
from there, the rural areas.
Loans destined to help the crisis are not destined to help the Indigenous communities. One of the only
actions take in support of the Mayan People was to order the Academy of Mayan Languages to translate
some informational materials about the coronavirus into the country’s Indigenous languages, and distribute
them through the media, above all in social media. The materials are limited, despite the fact that there are
communities which wholly speak Mayan languages. Many of these communities do not have internet and
television, and they barely have electricity, if at all. People need to walk long distances for many hours before
making it to the centers of their communities, and the only way many stay informed is through community
radio stations on radios that sometimes only work on batteries. Ironically, as these are the only means of
communication, these radios have been targeted and criminalized by various governments over many years.
The breach of communication is not the only problem. Many Indigenous communities have been
dispossessed of their ancestral lands, which have historically belonged to them, and because of this they
don’t have anywhere to plant their own seeds for cultivation. Thus, they don’t have sufficient food and have
to go out and sell their labor as dayworkers in monoculture plantations. Others migrate, as previously said to
the city, or abroad, generally to the United States. Despite this, the United States keeps sending planes of deportees
to Guatemala, a high percentage of whom belong to rural communities. Unfortunately, many have come back
infected with the virus. They have been placed in shelters and the government assures that it is taking care of
transporting them back to their communities. Indigenous Peoples run the risk of having an uncontrollable
pandemic in their communities when deportees come back, because health services are so basic or even
nonexistent.
It is evident that the actions of the government are not comprehensive and respond only to its own interests
and the interests of those who traditionally finance political campaigns. We can only hope this loan is used as
intended. It would be devastating to hear later that the Government committed acts of corruption with these funds,
and in the end, that the people would have to pay for the irresponsibility of these officials, not just in taxes but with
their health, or even their own lives.
--Cesar Armando Bol Chocooj is a Q’eqchi’ Mayan from Cobán, Alta Verapaz, Guatemala. He studies
Education Administration and Pedagogy. His grandparents and parents were from a generation of conscripts for
German landowners. He is a leader and organizer for the defense of mineral rights and has been a part of the
National Council of CONIC and a delegate for VÍA CAMPESINA."
A decision of the Guatemalan Constitutional Court, in July 2020, returned 1148 caballerias (515 square
kilometers) of land in Nebaj to the Maya Ixil ("Guatemala: Land returned to Maya Ixil," Cultural survival
Quarterly, September 2020).
"Community Radio Snuq’ Jolom Konob’, AMEDIPK Association of Eulalense Women for the Integral
Development of Pixan Konob, "Radio Snuq’ Jolom Konob’ Reinvests Itself to Reach a Wider Audience," Cultural
Survival, October 02, 2020, https://www.culturalsurvival.org/news/radio-snuq-jolom-konob-reinvests-itself-reachwider-audience, reported, "Broadcasting from the municipality of Santa Eulalia, Huehuetenango, Guatemala,
Radio Snuq’ Jolom Konob’ is a community radio station run by a group of Q’anjob’al men and women
communicators defending their land and territory and promoting transparency in issues that are of priority
to the community. In January 2015, the previous municipality mayor, along with his supporters closed the
station because of the stations’ informative broadcasting about hydroelectric companies operating in the
region.
These actions were reported on a national and international level for violating the freedom of
expression of the community. Lorenzo Mateo, director of the radio, expressed that: 'After being closed for
more than one year, on December 2, 2016, it began broadcasting again. Opening up the microphone for the
people is a journey towards exercising the right of communities to access information.'
Through social media, Maria Pedro de Pedro, administrative manager of Asociación de Mujeres Eulalenses
para el Desarrollo Integral Pixán Konob (AMEDIPK), found out about Cultural Survival’s Community Media
Grants Program aimed at strengthening programming, capacity building, and increasing the participation of women
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in community radio. This was an opportunity for the station to apply to train community journalists and human
rights organizations in community media for social change.
Pedro took the initiative of gathering her efforts with radio leaders to write a proposal, their objectives were
similar and they discussed the need for a radio station. What activities should we promote? What are the costs?
These questions got answered as the proposal came together. According to the women’s leadership: 'The duties
themselves have taught us that in order for our communication work to reach the political spheres of our country
and the human rights entities, it is necessary that we study about communication and above all we should know a
lot about the historical memory and the struggles of different Peoples.'
When Pedro got news from Cultural Survival that their proposal had been approved, they organized into
different roles and began executing them. They planned: a forum with the candidates running for mayor, the
purchasing of computer and audio equipment, the maintenance of the transmitter and antenna, plus four workshops
on radio production. For this last one they agreed on choosing 20 persons depending on their experience and
community responsibilities taking into account gender equity.
Maya Quiche journalist, Rolando Garcia, who has ample experience in community media was in charge of
the training process. The training lasted four months and covered the following topics: the importance of
community journalism; techniques for effective communication; techniques for interviews and news spots;
analysis of the national and international legislation in favor of community radio.
When the 20 participants were done with their training they shared their appreciation with the organizers,
for their support in strengthening their knowledge of community media. One of the results of the training was the
production of 40 radio scripts written during the project in which they covered the following topics: citizen
participation; rights of Maya women; responsibilities of regional councils of urban and rural development; Maya
science and technology, amongst others important to the community.
Several changes have happened in the municipality of Santa Eulalia due to preventive measures
during the COVID-19 pandemic. The president of Guatemala on March 13, 2020 announced a state of
emergency in the whole country. Municipality authorities implemented preventive measures in the markets, streets,
and educational centers, with the aim of reducing the spread of the virus.
Radio Snuq’ Jolom Konob’ has made it easy to access information on COVID-19 prevention in
Mayan languages and covers topics that are of interest to the community, Mateo explains: 'With several of our
fellow communicator peers attending the journalism training, we have covered different activities related to
communication, such as: live broadcasting municipal press conferences; the creation of newspaper summary
programs; live programs and with the accompaniment of the municipal transit police and the national civil police;
trainings that have allowed for the monitoring of the preventive and sanitary measures; as well as interviewing
neighbors and community authorities about what is happening in the community.'
Radio programs have exposed information on the State of Emergency, curfews, COVID-19 symptoms,
who the most vulnerable to this disease are. The station has also covered interviews with lawyers about the
legislative decree 15-2020, which contemplates benefiting the Guatemalan families with payments for basic
services (electricity, water, phone and internet), approved by the Legislative Branch but vetoed by president
Alejandro Giammattei stating they were unconstitutional. This work has made other communication outlets in our
municipality request to network with us to retransmit press conferences through our website. We aim to promote
relevant information during this quarantine and this pandemic.
'The grant obtained from Cultural Survival allowed Radio Snuq’ Jolom Konob’ to reach a greater audience,'
states Maria Pedro. The station also benefited from an equipment donation and the training enabled it to gain back
its listenership and local support.
'We present our gratitude to Cultural Survival, for their important input and support during the
implementation of our project: ORGANIZATIONAL DEVELOPMENT AND STRENGTHENING HUMAN
RESOURCES AND COMPUTER EQUIPMENT FOR COMMUNITY RADIO SNUQ’ JOLOM KONOB’. We
appreciate the help that has been given to us, where several forces came together, as likewise entities. It is a task
that reinforces the importance of access to information and to Free, Prior and Informed Consent as an inherent
right of Indigenous Peoples,' stated a letter written and signed at the at the end of the project by Radio Snuq’ Jolom
Konob’’s Board of Directors and Association of Eulalense Women for the Integral Development of Pixan Konob
(AMEDIPK)."
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Orfy Arévalo, "Radio Sensunat: Broadcasting to Revitalize the Nahuat Language in El Salvador," Cultural
Survival, November 23, 2020, https://www.culturalsurvival.org/news/radio-sensunat-broadcasting-revitalizenahuat-language-el-salvador, reported, "The municipality of Santo Domingo de Guzmán, in Sonsonate,
western El Salvador, is characterized by having a majority Nahuat-speaking population. This municipality
has been able to keep their language alive, as it was not hit with the repression suffered by the other
municipalities of Sonsonate, where whole communities were exterminated in 1932. Today, Santo Domingo
operates a community radio station, Radio Sensunat, promoting Indigenous Nahuatl Pipil culture and
language. Radio Sensunat is part of the Participative Radiodifusión Association of El Salvador (ARPAS)
and is a tool for alternative communication to promote Indigenous Peoples’ rights and cultures.
Nahuatl cribs are places that have been created by Nahuat-speaking teachers as an initiative where the
language is taught to boys and girls in the municipality. However, the leaders and Nahuat speakers constantly fight
to ensure intergenerational transmission of knowledge.
Mateo Rafael Latín Cuahuit, mayor of the ancestral authorities represents the Indigenous governing body of
Izalco made up of mayordomos and mayordomas, has expressed satisfaction in being able to have a
communication tool, like Radio Sensunat, where locals can express their thoughts and feelings, and where the
issues most relevant to their communities are covered. Izalco is recognized for its El Llanito heritage and sacred
site, a place where the remains of many ancestors rest. This municipality is unique as it is the only one in the
country that has an ancestral Indigenous government. “For us, this fight against discrimination and stereotypes has
not been easy, but we hold firm to the legacy that our ancestors left us. We thank the creator and shaper of the
universe, because we have a means of communication that allows us to express ourselves and it supports us in the
fight to defend our rights,” says Mateo Rafael Latín Cuahuit.
Another of the municipalities that continues its fight to claim their rights is Nahuizalco. Community
members are implementing projects to promote the Nahuat language through Nahuatl schools, in which
young children and older adults participate. 'We, Indigenous leaders, are working to revitalize our identity, and it
is good that these projects support us to learn about our origins. We are grateful to Radio Sensunat because it has
raised awareness of our culture and promotes issues relevant to us,' says Nicolás Sánchez, leader of the Movement
for Indigenous Unification of Nahuizalco (MUINA).
Since its inception, the Radio Sensunat has had a strategic alliance with Indigenous communities and
has worked to make issues of concern to the community visible. One demand of locals is that they are not
seen as folklore but recognized as a group with rights who deserve respect for their ancestral culture. Radio
Sensunat has supported this demand.
This year, Radio Sensunat strengthened its relationship with the Indigenous communities of the area
through the execution of a program, “Let's Talk About Ours,” which was developed with the support of Cultural
Survival’s Community Media Grants Program. The station has supported Nahuat Pipil Peoples in the defense,
revitalization, and maintenance of their culture and language. Through radio, the Nahuat language is transmitted
and ancestral knowledge is transferred to younger generations so they can be empowered by their roots despite the
discrimination and exclusion they face. "
Erica Belfi and Danielle DeLuca, "Afro-Indigenous Garifuna Youth Leader Abducted in Honduras along
with 3 others," Cultural Survival, July 29, 2020, https://www.culturalsurvival.org/news/afro-indigenous-garifunayouth-leader-abducted-honduras-along-3-others, reported, "Members of the Garífuna community are still
awaiting answers concerning the four Garífuna men abducted from their homes on Sunday July 19, 2020.
Among the missing include Alberth Snider Centeno Thomas (27 years old), a youth community leader who
is president of the board of the town of Triunfo de la Cruz, on the north coast of Honduras, along
with Milton Joel Martínez Álvarez (39), Suami Aparicio Mejía (29), and Junior Rafael Juarez Mejia (33).
Witnesses report that their community members were abducted by armed men wearing police uniforms and
balaclavas that concealed their faces. The armed men forced the abducted men from their respective homes at
gunpoint and ushered them into an unmarked vehicle before speeding away.
Over a week has passed since the incident, there is still no sign of the Garífuna community members, with
little to no substantial response from authorities. While prosecutors say that the motive for the attack is unclear,
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Garífuna leaders contend that the abductions are indicative of ongoing state persecution. The region has
undergone long-standing conflict as Indigenous community members defend their lands against tourism
developers, extractive palm oil industries, and drug trafficking.
Alberth Snider Centeno Thomas is the first youth leader elected to the position he holds as president
of the ‘patronato’ or community governance board for close to two years. Just prior to his kidnapping, he
had successfully spearheaded an initiative to re-establish the Garifuna community radio station Faluma
Bimetu. 'Thanks to god, our ancestors, to OFRANEH, and the collaborations that continue to arrive... from
different members of the community, soon our radio station will be broadcasting, my people. In these moments,
more than ever, we need this radio station to more frequently inform our community about what happens here,'
posted Centeno on Facebook on May 19th. During his leadership as president he also began the first phase of
establishing a security post to protect the community. Centeno had also previously supported efforts to hold
the Honduran government accountable for its compliance with the 2015 Inter-American Court of Human
Rights (IACHR) ruling that mandated Garífuna people receive compensation for their stolen land.
(https://www.change.org/p/juanorlandoh-ofchb-mp-honduras-organizaciones-de-derechos-humanos-aparición-convida-ya-lideres-garifunas-secuestrados-en-honduras?signed=true) The ruling also issued the Garífuna people titles
to their land in an effort to stave off future evictions. The government’s lack of compliance with the ruling has
aggravated the conflict between community members and public officials. Centeno Thomas’ work may have made
him a target of the violence.
The Garífuna are an Afro-Indigenous Peoples who are the descendants of the African survivors of slave
ships that were wrecked off the island of St. Vincent around 1675 and were welcomed by the Indigenous Kalingo
People native to the island. In the late 18th century, the British exiled the Garífuna from the island and forcefully
moved them to the Honduran coast and Belize. Over the years, the group has struggled to defend themselves
against violent land grabs and hundreds of land defenders have been killed, threatened, or silenced. In 2019,
Garifuna leader Mirna Suazo, president of the Masca Board of Trustees in Honduras, was murdered inside her
restaurant, when two hitmen disembarked their motorcycles and repeatedly shot her on September 8, 2019. Suazo
had adamantly rejected the installations of two hydroelectric plants on the Masca River.
The Garífuna leaders say that the most recent abductions are the latest of many violent attempts made
against them by Honduran President Juan Orlando Hernández’s government: Miriam Miranda, a Garífuna leader
and member of the Black Fraternal Organization of Honduras, is insisting that both the kidnappers and the people
responsible for organizing the crimes behind the scenes be held accountable. “What happened eight days ago today
is the reflection of a systemic persecution and systemic repression, but also a well-crafted plan on behalf of the
Honduran state to exterminate the Garífuna community.” She affirmed, “Justice means prosecuting those who
ordered this crime.” She noted that the crime was particularly hard hitting for Garifuna youth, because of the hope
they felt when Centeno was elected as president of the community board, the first time a young person had held
that role. “It was important that a youth took on the role of building their future,” she commented in Nodal Radio.
OFRANEH reports that 92% of criminal cases remain in impunity in Honduras. Community members continue
to protest the targeted violence, demanding that their lives, land, and culture be respected.
Sign the Petition:
Garifuna
Leaders
Kidnapped
in
Honduras: Return
them
Alive
Now!
(https://www.change.org/p/juanorlandoh-ofchb-mp-honduras-organizaciones-de-derechos-humanos-aparición-convida-ya-lideres-garifunas-secuestrados-en-honduras?signed=true)"
John McPhaul and Cultural Survival, "Indigenous Communities and UN Urge Costa Rica to Re-Open
Sergio
Rojas’
Murder
Case,"
Cultural
Survival,
November
11,
2020,
https://www.culturalsurvival.org/news/indigenous-communities-and-un-urge-costa-rica-re-open-sergio-rojasmurder-case, reported, "The Bribri community of Costa Rica, backed by the UN, strongly opposed the Costa
Rican government’s decision to dismiss the criminal investigation of the March 2019 murder of Indigenous
leader Sergio Rojas Ortíz. Costa Rican Public Ministry ordered the dismissal and the filing of the criminal
case that is being followed on this crime, which occurred in the Indigenous Territory of Salitre in Buenos
Aires, Puntarenas.
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Unknown assailants shot and killed Sergio Rojas (Bribri), 59, on March 18, 2019, while he was in his home
in the Salitre Indigenous Reserve in southwest Costa Rica. Rojas led a Bribri movement to reclaim land
occupied by non-Indigenous settlers within the Telire Indigenous Territory. To date perpetrators of his
murder have not been found and justice has not been served.
Costa Rica's Attorney General's Office, the Office of the Prosecutor Against Organized Crime and the
Assistant Attorney's Office for Indigenous Affairs, in addition to the prosecutor's office in charge of investigating
the homicide, met with the family of Rojas in Pérez Zeledón to communicate the decision made by the country's
prosecutors office to shelve the Rojas case in which they pointed out that "the environment, the way of life in the
area and the impossibility of locating the witnesses were factors that played against the investigation.'
The Ditsö Iríria Ajkönuk Wakpa Council, the self-government of the Bribri de Salitre Territory
since 1979, have rejected the decision of judiciary to dismiss investigations into Rojas’s murder. 'One more
time, the State has endorsed impunity: on September 24th, the Judicial Branch announced they are dismissing
the murder case of our Bribri community member of the Uniwak clan, Sergio Rojas Ortiz. [This] decision is
supposedly based on the lack of proof and impossibility to carry out judicial investigations. As the Ditsö Iríria
Ajkönuk Wakpa Council we reject the decision of the Judicial branch.' The Council argues that beyond the
difficulties in investigating the case, the dismissal is political and is rooted in the systemic racism of the Costa
Rican government. 'Political will and complicity with landowners and usurpers drive the State to this decision.
The lives of Indigenous Peoples are not considered important and that is what drives them to promote impunity as
the standard in our Territories,' said Ditsö in a press release.
The United Nations Human Rights Council also issued a statement on the investigation’s dismissal,
urging Costa Rica to prevent this crime from going unpunished. In its statement, the UN recalled earlier
statements by Michel Forst, at the time the Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights defenders, in which
they urged the Costa Rican authorities to “identify the perpetrators materials and intellectuals of this serious crime
and bring them to justice, in accordance with the law.”
The UN also indicated that it had followed up on precautionary measure 321-12 of the InterAmerican Commission on Human Rights, which is a court order obligating Costa Rica to protect
Indigenous land defenders in the territories of Térraba and Salitre, an order that due to Costa Rica failed to
implement in a way that prevented the death of Sergio Rojas.
The UN is also monitoring a land conflict in China Kiche, another Indigenous territory in southern Costa
Rica, where the local Indigenous community is struggling with the presence of settlers on their lands.
In an effort to prevent violence in more territories, the United Nations urged the Costa Rican State to
ensure that, in the eviction announced for the next few days in the Indigenous territory of China Kichá, it
needs to take into account recommendations by human rights experts on the rights of Indigenous Peoples
and international standards on the rights to housing and forced evictions, in accordance with the
international commitments and treaties.
The UN ended by calling on its member States to promote the actions necessary to eradicate all forms of
violence and discrimination against Indigenous Peoples, guaranteeing the rights to their traditional lands.
The Ditsö Iríria Ajkönuk Wakpa Council made a series of demands that including:
That the Judiciary continue it’s investigations to clarify the murder of our Uniwak brother Sergio
Rojas Ortiz, as a means to comply in the most basic level with the Precuationary Measures MC-321 ordered
by the InterAmerican Commission for Human Rights;
Fulfill the true intent of the Precautionary Measures to protect the men and women Bribri leaders of
Salitre and all those rightfully recovering their lands and territories.
A real commitment from the President of Costa Rica to foment peace in the Bribri territory of Salitre
through the immediate removal of non-Indigenous settlers from Indigenous territories and that recuperated
lands be returned for management to the traditional self-governance organizations of Indigenous Peoples."
Milagro Ventura, "KOEF Grant Partner Spotlight: OMIUBP Responds to COVID-19 in Guna and Ipeti
Embera Communities," cultural Survival, December 09, 2020, https://www.culturalsurvival.org/news/koef-grantpartner-spotlight-omiubp-responds-covid-19-guna-and-ipeti-embera-communities," reported, "COVID-19 hit
Indigenous Peoples too fast to anticipate. Yet, many have come together to ensure that Indigenous
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communities around the world are well-informed and have access to the resources needed to protect
themselves from the pandemic. This response is especially necessary because Indigenous communities who
are among the most vulnerable have become the last priority in the COVID-19 response by national
governments.
With most Indigenous areas being underfunded in medical resources, many communities had no other
option but to invoke their autonomy and close access to their communities to mitigate the spread of the
coronavirus. Closing off communities also means entering into a further state of isolation as ways to access
medical care and resources become more restrictive. This is especially true for the Indigenous Panamanian
communities of the Guna and of Ipeti Embera. Forty percent of these populations migrate for employment either
permanently or temporarily, and those who get infected with the virus have found themselves without jobs and
sometimes housing if they are not able to travel back to their communities.
With so many obstacles to mobility and economic prosperities, intra-community work is not only
important but also essential. In a time when organizing is not only important but also risky, Organización
de Mujeres Indígenas Unidas por la Biodiversidad de Panamá (OMIUBP) rose to meet the needs and
challenges in their communities. OMIUBP are experts in the revival and development of Indigenous
knowledge in Panama and represent all 7 Indigenous Peoples nationwide. They work to fortify, develop, and
retain Indigenous knowledge with a primary focus on Indigenous women’s role in defending human and
biodiversity rights of their communities. 'As a result of this health crisis, we realized that it was necessary to
join forces to continue supporting the communities,' says Deidamia López, president of OMIUBP.
As COVID-19 became rampant, OMIUBP started a communication campaign to help mitigate the spread
of the virus. With the help of a grant from Cultural Survival’s Keepers of the Earth Fund,OMIUBP created
multimedia outreach programs for the Guna, Embera, and Wounaan. Using flyers, radio, and tv programming,
social media posts, informative forums with community leaders, webinars, in both Guna and Emberá languages,
and the creation of a COVID-19 committee, OMIUBP built solidarity and shared prevention information. Their
local media campaigns were created through a combination of health recommendations from Panama’s Health
Ministry and traditional medicine.
'Thanks to this project I learned about COVID-19 in a scientific and cultural way,' stated one OMUBP
member. Another member said, 'We have to follow sanitary norms, but also cultural norms.'
1According to OMIUBP, 80 percent of their target population stated that they received COVID-19 prevention
information from flyers and audio and video programming that OMIUBP created. Their COVID-19 committee is
made up of international and national Indigenous and non-Indigenous professionals, academics, and organizations,
NGOs, and institutions that wanted to work together to find strategies to help ensure the resilience and health of
Indigenous communities around the world in the midst of the COVID-19 pandemic. The local part of this
committee started a monitoring initiative where committee members follow up with those showing symptoms of
COVID-19 for contact tracing purposes, for need-based inquiries, and for communal support. OMIUBP’s capacitybuilding activities were able to effectively communicate hygiene, sanitation, and mask usage guidelines to a
population that would have otherwise not have had effective access to this information in their native languages."
In Colombia, the peace agreement has failed to stop the violence that also impacts Indigenous
communities, and their leaders are amongst those who have been killed. Julie Turkewitz, "Violent Protests
Erupt in Colombia After a Man Dies in Police Custody: A video showed officers pinning down Javier Ordóñez and
shocking him with a stun gun as he begged them to stop," The New York Times, September 10, 2020,
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/09/10/world/americas/colombia-javier-ordonez-police.html, reported, "The video
circulating on social media showed a man pinned to the ground by Colombian police officers, who shocked him
repeatedly with a stun gun for more than two minutes. 'Please, no more' he begged.
The man, Javier Ordóñez, a father of two, died shortly afterward in police custody. Within 24 hours,
thousands of Colombians had taken to the streets of the capital, Bogotá, in protests against police violence
that began late Wednesday and continued into Thursday, laying bare months of pent-up tension."
At least 9 people died, with almost 400 injured, 66 reported to be from bullets, as dozens of police
stations were set afire or vandalized.
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Julie Turkewitz, "Colombia Sees Surge in Mass Killings Despite Historic Peace Deal: 'It is not easy to
protect the whole population,' the country’s high commissioner for peace said in an interview," The New York
Times, September 13, 2020, https://www.nytimes.com/2020/09/13/world/americas/colombia-massacresprotests.html, reported, "Four years after ending the longest-running war in the Americas with a historic
peace deal that was celebrated around the world, Colombia is experiencing a distressing surge in mass
violence.
The United Nations has documented at least 33 massacres this year, up from 11 in all of 2017, the
year after the accord was signed, with at least a dozen more since the U.N. announced its last official count,
in mid-August."
The continuing mass murders in Colombia especially of Indigenous people, brought major
Indigenous protests in the capitol toward the end of October. Julie Turkewitz and Sofía Villamil, "Indigenous
Colombians, Facing New Wave of Brutality, Demand Government Action: 'If we don’t stand before the world and
say, ‘This is happening,’ we will be exterminated,' a protest leader said. After a long civil war, a new type of
violence is sweeping Indigenous communities," The New York Times, October 24, 2020,
https://www.nytimes.com/by/lisa-friedman, reported, "Protesters descended by the thousands on Colombia’s
capital, Bogotá, this week, horrified by a brutal wave of violence sweeping the country, one so intense
that mass killings have taken place every other day on average.
Most traveled hundreds of miles, from the rural Indigenous communities that have been particularly
ravaged by the violence, which they trace to government failures to protect them under the country’s halting peace
process."
As of October 23, in 2020 233 community leaders had been killed, and more than 1000 had been
murdered since the peace accord was signed. Mass killings, of three or more people, in the same period have
numbered 68, with an increase in the rate of attacks from July through September.
Nafeeza Yahya-Sakur and Anatoly Kurmanaev, "Killings Reignite Racial Tensions in Guyana: The South
American country, already deeply split by a presidential election and an oil windfall, is tested again as three
teenagers
are
slain,"
The
New
York
Times,
September
11,
2020,
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/09/10/world/americas/killings-guyana-racial-tension.html,
reported,
"The
gruesome murders of two teenagers and the apparent reprisal killing of a third have plunged Guyana into
its worst racial unrest in years, coming just weeks after the nation emerged from a disputed election that
had deeply divided its two dominant groups over the country’s newfound oil wealth.
The unrest is raising fears of a return to the violence between Guyanese of Indian and African
descent that split the small South American nation in the 1960s, and has unsettled it periodically since."
In Colombia, the peace agreement has not ended the violence, which has also impacted Indigenous
communities, leading the deaths of some of their leaders. Julie Turkewitz, "Colombia Sees Surge in Mass
Killings Despite Historic Peace Deal: 'It is not easy to protect the whole population,' the country’s high commissioner
for
peace
said
in
an
interview,"
The
New
York
Times,
September
13,
2020,
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/09/13/world/americas/colombia-massacres-protests.html, reported, "Four years after
ending the longest-running war in the Americas with a historic peace deal that was celebrated around the
world, Colombia is experiencing a distressing surge in mass violence.
The United Nations has documented at least 33 massacres this year, up from 11 in all of 2017, the
year after the accord was signed, with at least a dozen more since the U.N. announced its last official count, in
mid-August."
ICG, "Leaders under Fire: Defending Colombia’s Front Line of Peace," Report 82 / Latin America &
Caribbean 6 October 2020, Report 82 / Latin America & Caribbean 6 October 2020, commented, "Murders of
Colombian grassroots activists are increasing at an alarming rate. The killers seek to sabotage the country’s
2016 peace agreement and the rural economic reform it promised. Bogotá should step up prosecution of
these crimes while pushing to improve social conditions in the countryside.
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What’s new? Colombia’s grassroots leaders face a rising tide of attacks as they campaign for
conflict-stricken communities’ rights. Violence targeting these activists has climbed despite the 2016 peace
accord’s pledges to safeguard civil society. COVID-19 has exacerbated insecurity for these leaders as armed
groups have exploited movement restrictions to consolidate control.
Why does it matter? Social leaders are among the most fervent advocates for the peace deal and the
staunchest defenders of conflict victims. Attacks upon them weaken the 2016 accord and its base of popular
support, exposing the state’s grave difficulties in protecting communities from vested interests with violent
designs.
What should be done? The government should ensure that perpetrators of attacks face judicial
punishment and prioritise community safety, particularly when conducting military operations. It should
broaden demobilisation programs for armed groups and, over the long term, carry out rural reforms to
loosen the grip of illicit economies.
Executive Summary
The 2016 peace accord between the guerrilla Revolutionary Armed Forces of Colombia (FARC) and
the Colombian state promised a new era, but people at the front line of conflict have yet to see it. Local
activists, commonly referred to as social leaders, are the accord’s most ardent backers, defending human
rights, access to land and economic development in their communities. Yet, while the deal provides for their
protection, many of these leaders now live in fear. At least 415 have been killed and hundreds more
harassed or forcibly displaced since 2016. For many more, the price of security is silence. Government
efforts to restrict movement to contain the COVID-19 pandemic go unheeded by non-state armed groups,
which have moved to expand their control, pushing the tide of violence even higher. Without urgent steps to
relieve economic desperation in rural areas, strengthen prosecution of culprits and modify the government’s
combative and often counterproductive approach to internal security, the endeavour to create lasting peace
in Colombia could be stripped of its most important base of support.
Assassinations of social leaders are a tragedy in and of themselves, but they also underline the
fragility of the peace accord and the range of saboteurs who oppose it. The vast majority of killings occur in
areas long affected by conflict, such as Antioquia, Cauca and Chocó. Figures kept by prosecutors suggest
that 59 per cent of murders can be attributed to identifiable armed groups, 39 per cent to unknown
individuals or bands, and 2 per cent to military officers. Emboldened to campaign and denounce abuses
following the 2016 accord, community figures have since found targets painted on their backs.
Assassinations and threats also convey messages to the collective: to stay quiet, move home, stop advocating
for certain rights, or stay within the invisible borders demarcated by armed groups.
Dissidents from the demobilised FARC, fighters from the guerrilla National Liberation Army (ELN)
and various criminal groups, some of them outgrowths of disbanded paramilitary forces, are prominent
among the suspects in these crimes. In many cases, these competing groups regard social leaders as obstacles to
illicit business – notably, coca production and cocaine trafficking – or their plans to coerce communities’
allegiance. Other murders point to the role of shadowy interests in the state, local business or the armed forces.
Certain social leaders who file reports after receiving death threats fear that officials who should be protecting
them are in league with criminals. Others worry that enhanced security details make them more obvious targets.
Almost all express their frustration at navigating the government’s impenetrable maze of bureaucracy to seek help.
Two successive governments – first led by President Juan Manuel Santos and now by President Iván Duque
– have struggled to arrest the rise in violence, an issue so politically important it featured high on the list of
grievances of a mass protest movement that paralysed many Colombian cities in late 2019. The core of
President Duque’s response has been to provide physical protection such as armoured cars and bodyguards
to at-risk individuals, while using military force to combat the armed groups that reportedly carry out most
of these killings. Nearly 5,000 social leaders benefit from these protection schemes, which have undoubtedly
saved lives. Yet state security agents often require the leaders under their protection to move to urban areas
and leave their communities, effectively ending their local leadership roles.
More importantly, the government has yet to properly diagnose the socio-economic ills that underpin
these attacks. Duque’s government is convinced that destroying illicit business and militarily weakening
armed groups will allow social leaders to live and work in peace. But numerous activists observe that
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enhanced forced eradication of coca and intensified military operations against armed groups actually
worsen conditions for social leaders and endanger post-conflict communities. No armed group in Colombia
is now powerful enough to battle the state militarily; when their interests are threatened, these outfits
retaliate against local civilians – and particularly leaders who vocally oppose their sway.
The COVID-19 pandemic increases the situation’s urgency. For close to six months, Colombia
restricted internal travel to limit the virus’s spread, leaving many far-flung communities isolated. Armed groups
have taken advantage of the government’s distraction to tighten their grip on territory, imposing strict social
controls, such as curfews, under the guise of quarantines, commandeering the distribution of food supplies and
threatening anyone thought to be contagious.
Even amid these troubles, the government could find a better prevention and mitigation approach.
Rural reforms mandated in the 2016 peace accord lay out the best long-term path toward ending violence by
encouraging legal economic alternatives for farmers. In the short term, Bogotá should undertake a review of
how it might protect more communities and groups in addition to individuals. It should also broaden the
number of state institutions that can receive reports of threats to leaders. It should bolster judicial
prosecution of these crimes, including of the support and complicity networks in which perpetrators operate
– some of which may reach into parts of the state. The Colombian military should consider potential
blowback against local civilians before launching operations against armed groups. Finally, although the
government has made progress in providing additional routes to demobilisation, it needs to do much more
to present armed groups with incentives to hand over their weapons.
Targeted violence meted out in Colombia’s rural or urban peripheries is not a novelty. But in the
wake of a landmark peace accord, daily threats and attacks faced by social activists are eroding the belief
that the country can turn the page on conflict. Protecting these leaders, deterring their enemies and
ensuring their communities’ safety is at the heart of security policy and should be the first line of defence."
"Military Attack in Colombia Kills Indigenous Leader and Communicatorm" Cultural Survival, September
22,
2020,
https://www.culturalsurvival.org/news/military-attack-colombia-kills-indigenous-leader-andcommunicator, reported, "The leadership of the Paéz Indigenous Reservation of Corintio, Cauca Colombia,
denounced the repression and excessive violence of the Colombian army that resulted in the unfortunate loss of
José Abelardo Liz, Nasa Indigenous communicator on August 13, 2020. Liz was a member of Radio Payumat,
in Colombia, which forms part of the communications collective We'jxia Kaa´senxi 'The Voice of the Wind'
from the Corinth Indigenous Reservation. Confrontations against the Indigenous communities have been
taking place for several weeks, corresponding with grassroots gatherings called 'Liberation of Mother
Earth'. Organized by Indigenous communities in Cauca via the Regional Indigenous Council of Colombia
(CRIC), the process is characterized by a commitment to create a world outside of a capitalist system that
champions human rights over profits. Founded in memory of other Nasa Indigenous People who have been
killed in Colombia, the communities are seeking the recovery of dignity and justice while simultaneously paving a
path towards a world that values all forms of life and celebrates all forms of existing. However in doing so, they
have been met with violence. In addition to the loss of Liz, the former governor of the municipality Julio
Tumbo was reported injured.
Dora Muñoz, Coordinator of the We'jxia Kaa'senxi communications collective, who spoke to the press,
mentions that at the time of his death, Liz was making audio and video recordings
(https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oxxr5meqUCE&feature=emb_title) of a military operation to evict
Nasa Indigenous People from lands that they claim as ancestral territory, but which the Army argues are
private property, according to press reports. The Nasa People had occupied that land and cultivated it for the
past six years. The land belongs by law to a private sugar company, Muñoz said. With the implementation of an
extractive economy that is based on the monoculture of sugar, the Nasa community has been increasingly
relegated to a smaller portions of the Cauca valley. According to the community, over 1,000 agreements
over the land have been signed by the government however they remain unfulfilled. State violence against
the Nasa People is not new, their history of resistance includes the rejection of the installation of hydroelectric
dams on sacred lands. This encounter would turnly deadly as state aggressors employed dispersal tactics such
as the use of tear gas and eventually live munitions that would claim the life of Alberlardo.
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José Abelardo, 34, hosted a daily news and culture program called El Sabor de la Tarde (flavor of the
afternoon) on Corinto community radio, according to Muñoz.
As explained by the Association of Indigenous Cabildos del Norte del Cauca (ACIN), 'the events occurred
around 11 in the morning in the El Guanábano sector, where, after destroying crops and huts, the soldiers
proceeded to shoot at the community. ' The authorities of the Indigenous council mention in a statement that 'In
Colombia these murders are added to the multiple massacres, displacements, attacks, evictions and rights
violations that have become a daily plan to frighten, displace and unravel the social struggles and popular.'
The continued violence against Indigenous Peoples has also been well documented by organizations
such as the Regional Indigenous Council of Colombia. CRIC has called for an end to this violence which they
have labeled as genocide. Since January 2016, Colombia’s human rights ombudsman’s have reported a total of 486
murders of human rights defenders, the majority of these victims of this violence have been Indigenous. Cultural
Survival advocated for a end to this scourge of violence in a November of 2019 report submitted to the United
Nation’s 100th Session on the Committee on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination (CERD) in coalition with
organizations Semilla Warunkwa and Consejo Regional Indigena del Tolima.
Cultural Survival condemns these actions and calls upon International organizations and Indigenous
communities to denounce this murder and demand justice, while also respecting and guaranteeing the physical,
cultural, and moral integrity of Indigenous Peoples in Colombia. We renounce these acts of state violence that are
committed against a community who only have their voices to shout and denounce the arbitrariness that they are
subjected to. We demand that there be a serious investigation and opportunity for the Nasa Peoples to obtain
justice.
We affirm the importance of the role of communication collectives and Indigenous communicators who
strengthen the struggle against state and multinational violence and their organizational efforts in order to defend
culture, preserve life and mother earth. The assassination of a communicator is an act of violence that infringes
upon the right to expression of the Nasa community.
WARNING:
The
following
video
contains
images
of
graphic
violence:
https://www.culturalsurvival.org/news/military-attack-colombia-kills-indigenous-leader-and-communicator."
International Crisis Group (ICG), "Disorder on the Border: Keeping the Peace between Colombia and
Venezuela,"
https://www.crisisgroup.org/latin-america-caribbean/andes/colombiavenezuela/84-disorder-borderkeeping-peace-between-colombia-and-venezuela, commented, "The Colombian-Venezuelan frontier, long
plagued by guerrilla warfare and organised crime, is now also the site of an inter-state standoff. The two
countries should urgently reopen communication channels to lower tensions and lessen the suffering of
migrants who cross the border, whether legally or otherwise.
What’s new? Crime and violence have simmered along the lengthy Colombian-Venezuelan frontier for
decades. But the regional spillover of Venezuela’s political conflict and economic collapse has caused ties between
the two states to fray as well, amid border closures, a migrant exodus and rival military exercises.
Why does it matter? Numerous armed groups clash with one another and harm citizens along a
border marked by abundant coca crops and informal crossings. High bilateral tensions could spur
escalating border hostilities while perpetuating the mistreatment of migrants and refugees whose
movements have been restricted by COVID-19.
What should be done? Colombian and Venezuelan authorities should urgently establish
communication channels to resolve violent incidents along the border, possibly with international backing.
They should reopen formal border crossings as planned, but also increase humanitarian aid to help ensure
that migrants and refugees are healthy and can move safely.
Executive Summary
The border between Colombia and Venezuela is the site of Latin America’s most prominent interstate standoff and its worst humanitarian emergency. More than 2,000km long, the line dividing these
countries is a magnet for guerrilla groups and organised crime, particularly on the Colombian side. Poverty,
corruption and booming black markets – including trade in the world’s largest concentration of coca crops – drive
the creation of new armed factions and instil ferocious competition among them. But the frontier is now caught up
in turbulent regional politics as well. Venezuela’s political conflict has led to a feud between the governments
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in Caracas and Bogotá, putting both militaries on high alert; its economic woes have forced millions of
Venezuelans to flee across a Colombian border now closed due to COVID-19. Rebuilding trust between the
neighbours, restoring cooperation on health and security, restarting talks between the Colombian state and
the country’s last guerrillas, and ensuring that migrants receive humanitarian aid will be vital to preserving
peace on the frontier.
Low-intensity conflict has tormented the borderlands for decades, reflecting their neglect by the state as
well as the illicit riches there for the taking. Since the Revolutionary Armed Forces of Colombia (FARC)
demobilised after the 2016 peace accord, a panoply of armed actors has vied for a share of the border spoils,
whether production and trafficking of coca and cocaine, contraband, extortion rackets or illegal mines. The largest
remaining Colombian guerrilla force, the National Liberation Army (ELN), has seized the opportunity to
expand on both sides of the frontier. Colombian paramilitary remnants and upstart gangs prowling
indigenous territories, FARC rebel dissidents, Venezuelan para-police and Mexican drug cartels complete
the shifting patchwork of armed outfits. Clashes among these groups and killings of civilians in contested
zones have continued throughout the pandemic.
This tide of violence is now inseparable from international tensions, above all the breakdown of
relations between the two neighbours. Venezuela’s internal political conflict has diffused across the region,
bringing President Nicolás Maduro’s increasingly authoritarian government into heated dispute with centre-right
Colombian President Iván Duque, who insists that Maduro be removed ahead of a fresh presidential election in
Venezuela. Severed diplomatic ties, mutual accusations of support for 'terrorists' and military exercises along the
frontier mark a dangerous nadir in bilateral relations. In the absence of communication channels and trust between
the sides, the risk persists that a violent incident on the border could escalate into a full-blown inter-state crisis.
For most people along the border, this bilateral estrangement has meant a painful rupture in cross-border
family, kin and business ties. But for some, it has brought profit. Repeated closures of official border points since
2015 enriched larger armed groups and local entrepreneurs smuggling fuel, goods and people over illegal
crossings. Coca crops have continued to grow in Norte de Santander state, which according to the UN boasted in
2019 the largest area under cultivation in the whole of Colombia – itself the largest coca supplier in the world.
Some Venezuelans living on the frontier even express gratitude that the ELN, now backed or at least tolerated by
the Venezuelan state and security forces, has become the new dominant armed group in their area and helped
stamp out petty crime.
But there is no doubt as to who has suffered the most from this border debacle. Over five million
migrants and refugees have fled Venezuela, the majority in search of economic opportunity; close to two
million, including some of the poorest migrants, have settled in Colombia. Corrupt officials, predatory
armed groups and calculating locals have fleeced many of their savings. Others face the menace of sexual
exploitation. Now the COVID-19 pandemic has exposed them to further hardships. Those returning to
Venezuela face a dismal quarantine in state facilities, with authorities labelling them “biological weapons”.
Those leaving for Colombia have no option for the time being but to brook the extortion of armed groups
manning the illegal crossings.
Poverty and ailing state institutions along the border will require sustained attention over years,
ideally through fulfilment of rural development provisions in the Colombian peace accord and broad
economic reconstruction in Venezuela. In the meantime, the two neighbours should take urgent steps to curb the
risk of worsening violence and instability. The pandemic fleetingly promised a thaw in relations as both
governments set up a channel to exchange health information. They must now do far more to prevent
misunderstandings along the border and their potentially lethal consequences. Colombia and Venezuela should
agree on a joint method for monitoring the border, perhaps through the creation of a mechanism for resolving
incidents under international auspices. Both countries should support efforts to return to negotiations between
Bogotá and the ELN, shelved early in 2019 after a deadly bomb attack. Meanwhile, increased humanitarian
aid will be crucial to preventing the border’s formal reopening from generating huge movements of poor
and unprotected people in both directions
Despite their determination to resist aggression from the other side, authorities in Colombia and
Venezuela know that armed hostilities along the border would prove catastrophic for both nations.
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Reestablishing channels of communication while attending to the victims of crime and violence at the
frontier will be vital to preventing a disaster neither side wants."
Julie Turkewitz, "Evo Morales Is Out. His Socialist Project Lives On: Exit polls in Bolivia’s presidential
election show a clear victory for Luis Arce, Evo Morales’s chosen successor, who vowed to carry on his vision.
Official
results
are
not
in
yet,"
The
New
York
Times,
October
19,
2020,
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/10/19/world/americas/morales-arce-bolivia-election.html,
reported,
"In
a
presidential election that was widely viewed as a referendum on the legacy of Evo Morales, Bolivia’s first
Indigenous president, voters appear to have spoken clearly: They want his socialist project to go on.
On Monday, exit polls in Bolivia showed Mr. Morales’s handpicked candidate, Luis Arce, with such a
wide lead that his main opponent, Carlos Mesa, conceded the election, and Mr. Arce’s supporters began
celebrating in the streets — despite the fact that official results may not be available for days."
ICG, Renata Segura, Deputy Program Director, Latin America and Caribbean, "Bolivia’s Landslide Lays to
Rest the Fears of Fraud," Commentary / Latin America & Caribbean
21 October 2020,
https://www.crisisgroup.org/latin-america-caribbean/andes/bolivia/bolivias-landslide-lays-rest-fears-fraud-0,
commented, "In a stunning reversal of fortune, Bolivian voters returned the party of former President Evo
Morales to power one year after his ouster. The new government should use its remarkable mandate to heal
wounds at home and build cross-ideological bridges in its South American neighbourhood.
One year after a disputed election plunged Bolivia into political and social tumult, a landslide win for Luis
Arce has restored the ousted Movement to Socialism (MAS) to power and ensured the return of a
government buoyed by unquestionable majority backing. Determined not to repeat the suspected foul play of
the 2019 polls, electoral authorities proceeded at a snail’s pace from 18 October through the official vote count.
But the scale of Arce’s victory became clear within hours of the closure of polling stations via exit polls and
informal updates from the count. Congratulatory messages from across a profoundly divided political spectrum,
including from interim President Jeanine Áñez and Carlos Mesa, the centrist runner-up to Arce, seemingly
confirmed that a peaceful transition of power to a new government would end a traumatic period marked by
violence, political venom and the onset of COVID-19.
The election’s integrity was a credit to its organisers. But the result was an indictment of the past
year of rule by Áñez’s interim government, accused by its opponents of carrying out a vindictive takeover of
the state by far-right white-skinned politicians, persecuting its critics and spurning indigenous people’s
interests. It was also a sign that MAS has a firm base of support independent of Evo Morales, its leader and
Bolivia’s president between 2006 and 2019. Arce’s preliminary thumping 54 per cent of the vote, as well as the
extraordinary 87 per cent turnout for the 18 October polls, entitle the new government to claim indisputable
democratic legitimacy, even if the country’s fundamental political fault lines and conflict triggers remain in place.
The president-elect inherits a country divided by income, region and ethnicity; an economy teetering toward an
expected contraction of 6.2 per cent in 2020; and a mass political movement that, after running Bolivia for fourteen
years before the Áñez interlude, faces internal strains and factional rivalries.
Against All Odds, A Peaceful Election
The election of 20 October 2019 was declared null after the UN, European Union and Catholic Church
intervened to mediate an end to post-electoral violence that left over 30 dead. The repercussions of that debacle,
and the relentless political tensions since, weighed heavily upon the electoral rerun. Bolivians are deeply divided,
and defend radically different interpretations of what happened in 2019: either there was a coup against Morales
concocted by opposition forces that magnified simple electoral anomalies with the support of an interventionist
Organization of American States; or there was an attempt by MAS to perpetrate massive fraud so as to secure
Morales’ permanent hold on power. That polarisation only grew as the Áñez interim government led what has been
described as a 'wave of political persecution' of MAS members and leaders of popular movements long affiliated
with the leftist party. Meanwhile, the interim government stood by as thinly veiled racist attacks by its
allies became common.
In the weeks before the 2020 election, politicians from across the spectrum – including the interim
government’s interior minister – raised the spectre of fraud and threatened to mobilise supporters if they scented a
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whiff of foul play. Salvador Romero, head of the electoral tribunal appointed by Áñez in November 2019, sought
to reassure all sides that, with the support of international partners including an EU election mission, many of the
troubles afflicting the previous polls had been resolved. Romero was so worried about the perception of lack of
transparency that on the evening of 17 October, a few hours before voting began, he announced the last-minute
decision to eliminate the quick count system and rely exclusively on the plodding official count. It nevertheless
proved unrealistic to expect that Bolivians would patiently wait for days until the final tally was in. As the tone of
outrage rose late on 18 October on social media, suggesting fraud was imminent, exit polls were released and the
MAS candidate was declared the victor.
A “New” MAS
Bolivians will never know with certainty how many people truly voted for Evo Morales in 2019 as there
are lingering disputes over the tally, while voting boxes and electoral offices were burned in the post-electoral
mayhem. But it seems certain that far more turned out to support Arce. Many long-time MAS supporters decided
to withdraw their support from the party in 2019 after Morales, having lost a 2016 referendum to abolish limits on
re-election, stacked the electoral tribunal with supporters who allowed him to run for a fourth term. Many of these
disaffected voters, however, were taken aback by what they saw as a minority elite of European descent attempting
to undo strides toward political and economic equality for indigenous and poor people during Morales’ tenure in
what is still one of Latin America’s more impoverished countries. On 18 October, these voters seemingly returned
to the left-leaning movement: initial results show that Arce’s support was between six and ten points higher than
Morales’ in 2019.
This victory is the result of an effective campaign able to mobilise Bolivia’s “hidden vote”, a weak and
fragmented opposition, and the strength and organisational power of the social movements that have historically
been the engine of MAS. While the opposition focused on mobilising anti-MAS sentiment, Arce placed
the economy at the centre of his campaign, an issue that resonated as Bolivia tipped into a deep downturn, in part
due to restrictions aiming to limit the spread of COVID-19. Arce, who oversaw a prolonged expansion as Morales’
economy minister, promised a return to better times.
Arce’s campaign was also able to capture a large part of the undecided vote, making up around 20 per cent
of the electorate according to polls, while the persecution and harassment of MAS supporters might have led
thousands of Bolivians to “hide” their voting intentions. These factors help explain why no pre-election opinion
poll reflected the eventual twenty-point margin of victory. Mesa, a former journalist, a moderate and an expresident, was unable to sway sufficient voters, while enduring support for the right-wing radical Luis Fernando
Camacho – who refused to step down to unify the anti-MAS vote – divided the forces seeking to keep Arce from
power. Meanwhile, indigenous, peasant and labour organisations quickly reorganised after the 2019 electoral
fiasco, and flexed their muscle on the streets on several occasions.
Hard Times Ahead
While MAS will take power early in November with a clear popular mandate, it will do so at a time
of national hardship. The health and economic crisis triggered by the pandemic has already undone some of
the gains against poverty achieved under Morales. The country remains polarised over issues such as the
role of the state and religion in public life, economic policies and the autonomy of regions with nonindigenous majorities – the latter having brought the country to the brink of conflict in 2008. Judicial
investigations into the crackdowns led by the interim government in the wake of the 2019 elections,
including two massacres of protesters, could further antagonise opposition leaders.
Mesa has announced that he will lead the opposition, and Arce can expect his rivals to be better prepared
and more effective than the minorities that Morales faced in parliament. Electoral results for seats in the House and
the Senate, also decided on 18 October, are not yet final, but exit polls suggest that while the MAS will maintain
a majority, it will not keep the two thirds of seats enabling it to bypass parliamentary filters or appoint
judges to its liking. It will have to negotiate with the opposition instead. Mesa showed willingness to work
with the MAS “if the government recognises the voice of the opposition”; Camacho, however, has not yet
conceded and has criticised the electoral authorities. An enhanced role for opposition forces will be essential
for preventing the sort of public anger that engulfed the country after the 2019 poll.
Arce appears to appreciate the need for a more conciliatory approach, and used appeasing rhetoric in
his first post-electoral press conference, saying that the MAS had learnt from its mistakes. Born to a middle-class
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family in La Paz, Arce is a career economist with a master’s degree from Warwick University. As economy
minister, he implemented the nationalisation of the hydrocarbon, telecommunications and mining industries in
Bolivia, but he also observed fairly strict macro-economic orthodoxy, to the private sector’s satisfaction.
His party, meanwhile, continues to seek new life and purpose without Morales, who is in exile in
Argentina. Internal differences became clear in the choice of the MAS ticket: Morales personally selected Arce as
candidate over David Choquehuanca, who was the rank and file’s first choice and ended up as Arce’s running
mate. But if Morales was powerful enough to impose his candidate early in 2020, it remains to be seen what role
he will serve in the Arce administration. Questions linger as well about his return to Bolivia, given that he has
several cases pending against him in the courts. Some MAS leaders suggested in the hours after Arce’s victory that
the ex-president need not come back to the country for now. During Morales’ absence, young grassroots activists,
such as Andrónico Rodríguez, have emerged as potential new leaders.
Bolivia’s newly elected government confirms the magnetic pull of a mass progressive movement in a
country that has suffered some of Latin America’s most extreme social stratification. The result also underlines the
ideological and political diversity of a region that now sports governments of every shade, from far left to hard
right. Arce’s win confirms this political heterogeneity and should oblige struggling regional organisations to strive
to build coalitions that span the political spectrum. Alongside the prospective healing of wounds at home, the new
Bolivian government might even contribute to a group of democratically elected left-leaning governments –
alongside Mexico and Argentina – that are able and willing to negotiate with all sides to defuse the region’s most
alarming political and humanitarian crisis in Venezuela."
Earlier:
María Silvia Trigo and Anatoly Kurmanaev, "Bolivia Under Blockade as Protesters Choke Access to
Cities: Six million people have been marooned by 70 roadblocks set up to protest the government’s response to the
coronavirus and the postponement of the country’s general election," The New York Times, August 7, 2020,
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/08/07/world/americas/bolivia-roadblock-blockade.html,
reported,
"Antigovernment protesters (many of whom are Indigenous) in Bolivia blockaded some of the country’s
main roads this past week to challenge the delay of general elections and rebuke the government’s poor
response to the coronavirus pandemic.
The protesters — who support Bolivia’s former president, Evo Morales — say they have set up 70
roadblocks, marooning about six million residents of three highland regions, including Bolivia’s most important
metropolis, La Paz. Already, the blockade has raised fears of food and gasoline shortages, pushing throngs of
La Paz residents into the streets to line up outside food markets and gasoline stations.
Bolivia’s unrest could be a harbinger of what’s to come elsewhere in Latin America, where citizens
are losing faith in their countries’ ability to contain the pandemic, and to mitigate the economic crisis
brought on by measures to combat the virus."
With the political turmoil, including over the President delaying the election, Bolivia's weak health
system, lacking needed supplies, has been overwhelmed by COVID-19, with an estimated 20,000 people
dead - 5 times the official total - and twice the per capita death rate of the United States (Maria Silva Trigo,
Anatoly Kumanaev and Allison McCann, "Toll in Bolivia Soared to Devastating Heights As Leaders Squabbled,"
The New Yok Times, August 23, 2020).
María Silvia Trigo and Anatoly Kurmanaev, "Evo Morales Returns to Bolivia to Cheers — and Worries:
Supporters rushed to welcome the divisive former president back from exile, and his party is back in power. But
the country’s new leaders have kept their distance," The New York Times, November 9, 2020,
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/11/09/world/americas/evo-morales-bolivia.html, reported, "Bolivia’s maverick
former president, Evo Morales, made a triumphant return to his homeland Monday, a year after his failed
attempt to keep power tore the nation apart and sent him into exile."
"But beyond the jubilant reception, Mr. Morales finds a wary nation anxious to move beyond the political
turmoil unleashed by his divisive bid for a fourth presidential term and focused on overcoming a crippling
pandemic and economic crisis."
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Manuela Andreoni, Ernesto Londoño and Letícia Casado, "Brazil Health Workers May Have Spread
Coronavirus to Indigenous People: Many people assigned to care for the Indigenous have been infected,
exposing remote communities to the virus. Health workers say they have been plagued by insufficient testing
and
protective
gear,"
The
New
York
Times, July
20,
2020, https://www.nytimes.com/2020/07/19/world/americas/coronavirus-brazil-indigenous.html, reported that
beginning in May, about a week after government medical personnel undertook a routine medical visit to the
Kanamari Indigenous community in a remote area of the Brazilian Amazon, elders in the tribe came down with
serious raspatory symptoms associated with COVID-19.
"For months, as the coronavirus tore through Brazil, the Kanamari had sought to shield themselves
from the pandemic by strictly limiting access to their riverside villages in the secluded Javari Valley, one of
Brazil’s largest Indigenous territories."
However, the pandemic swept the community. "And the vectors of the disease, according to interviews
and federal data obtained by The New York Times, may have been the health workers charged by the federal
government with protecting the country’s Indigenous populations." As of the beginning of July, more than 1000
federal Indigenous health service workers had teste positive. It seems highly possible that the staff of the
health agency Sesai may have brought the virus to the community, as they were not provided with anywhere
near enough protective gear or COVID-19 tests.
In Brazil, which over all has been terribly hard hit by COVID-19, the pandemic has been
particularly devastating throughout the Amazon region, in cities and towns - which have large Native
populations - and in Indigenous communities (Julie Turkewitz and Manuela Andreoni, "Brazil has been battered
by the pandemic, with the second-highest death toll in the world. The Amazon has been hit particularly hard. Even
in remote towns, people have been as likely to get sick as in New York City," The New York Times, July 25, 2020,
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2020/07/25/world/americas/coronavirus-brazil-amazon.html).
Jessica Corbett, "Arara People of Brazilian Amazon 'Very Worried' as Vulnerable Tribe Faces Highest
Known Covid-19 Infection Rate in Region: 'President Bolsonaro is now overseeing the destruction both of a oncethriving people, and the rainforests they managed and looked after for millennia. Brazilian and international
solidarity to resist this genocide is desperately needed.'" Common Dreams, June 19, 2020,
https://www.commondreams.org/news/2020/06/19/arara-people-brazilian-amazon-very-worried-vulnerable-tribefaces-highest-known?cdorigin=rss&utm_term=AO&utm_campaign=Daily%20Newsletter&utm_content=email&utm_source=Daily%20Ne
wsletter&utm_medium=Email, reported, "As criticism of far-right Brazilian President Jair Bolsonaro's
response to the coronavirus pandemic continues to stack up, global Indigenous rights advocates and the
Arara people are raising new concerns that the crisis could devastate the recently-contacted tribe in the
Xingu basin of the Amazon rainforest.
'We're very worried,' an Arara man told Survival International, a movement for tribal people's rights, in a
report published Friday.
According to Survival, the Arara people of the Cachoeira Seca (Dry Waterfall) territory have the
highest known Covid-19 infection rate in the Brazilian Amazon. The group cited official statistics
showing that 46% of the 121 Arara people in the reserve have the virus, but said experts believe that
everyone in the territory could be infected.
'At the health post [near the village] there is no medicine, no ventilator,' the Arara man told Survival.
'We wanted a ventilator for that post so we wouldn't have to go into town. The village is three days away from
the city, where the hospital is located. We're asking for protection with these coronavirus cases. The number
of invaders has increased a lot, they're cutting down a lot of timber. The government isn't stopping them.
There are too many invaders in the area.'
While the Arara tribe was contacted in 1987, Survival noted Friday that 'some of the reserves in the area
are known to be inhabited by uncontacted tribes, the most vulnerable peoples on the planet.'
Backed by Survival and other allies pressuring the Brazilian government to take action, the Arara
people are demanding the immediate eviction of the hundreds of colonists, land grabbers, loggers, and
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ranchers who illegally operate on their territory as well as an urgent healthcare response from the
government to save lives.
'In the last 40 years the Arara's forests have been decimated and many of them have died from introduced
diseases,' Survival International research and advocacy director Fiona Watson, who has visited the Arara tribe, said
Friday. 'President Bolsonaro is now overseeing the destruction both of a once-thriving people, and the
rainforests they managed and looked after for millennia. Brazilian and international solidarity to resist this
genocide is desperately needed.'
Bolsonaro has faced harsh condemnation within and beyond Brazil's borders for both his
"pitiful" handling of the ongoing pandemic and his broader agenda targeting environmental protections and
Indigenous people that critics have tied to alarming destruction in the Amazon, the world's largest rainforest and a
global hotspot for biodiversity.
Brazil on Friday had more than 978,100 confirmed Covid-19 cases and over 47,700 deaths—second
in both to only the United States, which is home to over 100 million more people than the South American
country. As the Washington Post reported last week, Indigenous people in multiple Brazilian states have begun
complaining that the government has "abandoned" them during the public health crisis.
In a recent statement translated by Survival, the Coordinating Body for Indigenous Organizations in the
Brazilian Amazon (COIAB) said that 'since the beginning, we've been denouncing the advance of coronavirus
towards Indigenous lands and the risks of contamination in our territories. Covid-19 has now entered and is
spreading rapidly. We're on the brink of disaster.'
'We are in a daily battle to survive, not only Covid-19, but the dismantling of laws; the halting of the
demarcation and protection of our territories; the targeting of our lands and our lives; the assassinations of
our leaders; the anti-Indigenous legislative measures of the federal government,' COIAB added.
In an op-ed for Al Jazeera on Monday, Alnoor Ladha and Felipe Viveros wrote that 'environmental
activists, Indigenous rights defenders, and conservationists are also concerned about what post-Covid-19
economic recovery may mean for the Amazon.'
Atossa Soltani, founder of Amazon Watch and co-creator of the Amazon Emergency Fund, told Ladha and
Viveros that 'this pandemic is taking a toll on vulnerable populations in the Amazon while illegal looting of
the rainforest for timber, gold, oil, and other commodities is increasing deforestation. We are concerned
that in the name of post-Covid-19 recovery, Amazon countries are planning to double down on their
neoliberal economic policies and extractive industries.'
'By 2100 we may see up to a billion of our fellow humans die from climate chaos and ecosystem
collapse,' Soltani said. 'Covid-19 is offering us an opportunity to shift away from life-blind capitalism which
seeks infinite economic growth at the expense of the planet's life support systems. Our choice is clear: we
must change the way we live and relate to our living planet. Otherwise, the future of our species is not
guaranteed.'
Our work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-Share Alike 3.0 License."
"A recently-contacted tribe is the 'most infected' in Brazil," Survival International, June 19, 2020,
https://www.survivalinternational.org/news/12411, reported, "The Arara people of the Cachoeira Seca (Dry
Waterfall) territory have been revealed as the tribe with the highest known rate of Covid-19 infection in the
Brazilian Amazon.
According to official statistics 46% of the 121 Arara people living in the reserve have the virus, but
experts believe it’s highly likely that all the Arara in the territory are now infected.
The news is potentially devastating for the tribe, who were only contacted in 1987 and are particularly
vulnerable to outside diseases.
Experts believe it’s no coincidence that the reserve is one of the most invaded in the entire Amazon,
with hundreds of loggers, land grabbers, ranchers and colonists operating illegally within its borders.
The Arara’s reserve lies within the Xingu basin, where Covid-19 is now sweeping through dozens of
indigenous communities. Some of the reserves in the area are known to be inhabited by uncontacted tribes, the
most vulnerable peoples on the planet.
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An Arara man told Survival: “We’re very worried. At the health post [near the village] there is no
medicine, no ventilator. We wanted a ventilator for that post so we wouldn’t have to go into town. The village is 3
days away from the city, where the hospital is located. We’re asking for protection with these coronavirus cases.
The number of invaders has increased a lot, they’re cutting down a lot of timber. The government isn’t stopping
them. There are too many invaders in the area.”
The Arara are demanding the immediate eviction of all invaders from their territory, and a full health-care
response to prevent deaths. Their allies, including Survival, are lobbying the Brazilian government for urgent
action.
COIAB, the Coordinating Body for Indigenous Organizations in the Brazilian Amazon, said recently in
a statement: 'Since the beginning, we’ve been denouncing the advance of coronavirus towards indigenous lands
and the risks of contamination in our territories. Covid-19 has now entered and is spreading rapidly. We’re on the
brink of disaster. We are in a daily battle to survive, not only Covid-19, but the dismantling of laws; the halting of
the demarcation and protection of our territories; the targeting of our lands and our lives; the assassinations of our
leaders; the anti-indigenous legislative measures of the Federal Government.'
Fiona Watson, Research and Advocacy Director of Survival International, who has visited the Arara tribe,
said today: 'In the last 40 years the Arara’s forests have been decimated and many of them have died from
introduced diseases. President Bolsonaro is now overseeing the destruction both of a once-thriving people,
and the rainforests they managed and looked after for millennia. Brazilian and international solidarity to
resist this genocide is desperately needed.'”
"Brazil: Indigenous leader warns Covid-19 could reach uncontacted tribe," Survival International,
September 8, 2020, https://www.survivalinternational.org/news/12460, reported, "An Amazonian indigenous
leader in Brazil has issued an urgent warning that coronavirus could infect an uncontacted tribe known as
the “Flecheiros” or Arrow People, with lethal consequences.
Kura, from the Kanamari tribe, says that coronavirus has spread throughout the Javari Valley, the
second largest indigenous territory in Brazil and home to the greatest concentration of uncontacted tribes in
the world.
At least one indigenous person has died from Covid-19 in Hobana community, which is deep within
the Javari Valley, and only about 10 miles from an uncontacted Flecheiro community.
In a video message to Survival, Kura says: 'We are very worried about our uncontacted relatives' and that
the virus has spread because 'the Brazilian state is irresponsible' and 'lacks transparency.'
He calls for the authorities to mount health check points in the Javari Valley to control who enters
and leaves, stop the spread of coronavirus, and monitor the territory to prevent illegal invasions by loggers,
miners and poachers.
A case of Covid-19 has been confirmed in a Marubo community on the Ituí river in the heart of the
Javari Valley which is close to another uncontacted community raising fears that this group is also at high risk
of catching coronavirus.
Uncontacted tribes are extremely vulnerable to diseases transmitted by outsiders, like flu, TB and measles
because they have not developed immunity to them. In the past, many have suffered catastrophic losses of
population and some have become extinct due to lethal epidemics introduced by outsiders.
A Supreme Court judge ruled on August 5 that the government must come up with a detailed and
comprehensive plan within 30 days to tackle the pandemic and prevent it from spreading to indigenous
territories. Judge Barroso acknowledged the great vulnerability of uncontacted and recently contacted tribes and
ordered the government to establish health check points in the territories where they live.
He also ruled that the authorities must remove all illegal invaders from indigenous territories, but
did not set a time frame for this.
The court case was brought by APIB – the coordinating body of indigenous organizations in Brazil –
and several opposition parties.
Ricardo Lopes Dias, the controversial evangelical co-ordinator of the uncontacted Indians unit
in FUNAI, the government’s indigenous affairs department, remains in post. In May a judge ruled he
should be dismissed stating that his evangelical background was 'a clear conflict of interest' and a 'great risk
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to the policy of no forced contact with [uncontacted indigenous] peoples… and the principle of selfdetermination.'
However, FUNAI contested the ruling and in June a tribunal ruled there was no conflict of interest.
Public prosecutors have appealed, and the case is due to be heard by a higher tribunal.
Meanwhile, Ricardo Lopes Dias has dismissed experienced field staff working on the protection of
uncontacted tribes and their territories, and announced an anthropology course for new staff.
This will be taught by anthropologists and other academics, some of whom are linked to religious
organizations, including the evangelical organization Atini – of which Damares Alves is a founder member.
Ms Alves is the controversial evangelical preacher who Bolsonaro made minister for Women, Family and
Human Rights. She has spoken of her wish to contact uncontacted tribes in contravention on FUNAI’s
policy not to make contact.
The government cuts to the budgets of FUNAI and SESAI (indigenous health secretariat), coupled
with its chaotic and negligent response in dealing with the pandemic among indigenous peoples, has forced
many communities to take measures into their own hands to protect themselves from coronavirus and raise
funds for medicines and equipment.
Unbelievably, FUNAI plans to spend US$ 43,000 on the new course, enough to fund an entire
protection post for uncontacted tribes. If the course expenditure is approved, Ricardo Lopes Dias stands to
benefit personally by US$14,000 (R$77,700).
Take action to help Brazil’s uncontacted tribes: svlint.org/BrazilGenocide."
Edson Krenak Naknanuk, "Indigenous Peoples vs. Brazil: Supreme Court Unanimously Rules Bolsonaro is
Violating Indigenous Rights to Health During Pandemic, Cultural Survival, August 17, 2020,
https://www.culturalsurvival.org/news/indigenous-peoples-vs-brazil-supreme-court-unanimously-rules-bolsonaroviolating-indigenous, reported, "On August 8, 2020, Indigenous Peoples in Brazil won a great legal battle but
the good news goes beyond the victory, for two reasons.
For the first time in history, Indigenous people in Brazil filed a lawsuit against the Brazilian State at
the Federal Court on their own. Legal action like this is not easy nor is it possible to file in the Federal Court,
unless it is done by a legal and recognized organization, 'class entity', such as a political party or trade union. But
Indigenous organizations came together to form Articulação dos Povos Indígenas do Brasil (APIB), an association
of Indigenous Peoples, which without prior legal recognition went to the federal court as the protagonist and author
of the lawsuit. APIB`s Indigenous advocates raised their voices without a mediator. They made their own claims
and their own strong step towards justice accusing Bolsonaro’s government of omission and irresponsibility. They
did that to prevent genocide during the COVID-19 pandemic.
What is also historic is the recognition of Indigenous Peoples’ status which was never before
considered. Before Indigenous Peoples were considered legally protected by the State and in need of
someone or another institution to represent them. The decision of the federal judge, therefore, recognizes
the legitimacy of Indigenous Peoples to present legal action, generating jurisprudence even for other
minorities and groups of women, young children, refugees, etc.
As pointed out, the 1988 Constitution establishes that only recognized class entities can file an elective
action in the Federal Supreme Court (Supremo Tribunal Federal -STF). However, in the recent decision, Supreme
Court Justice Luis Roberto Barroso, who was responsible for reporting the case to the Justice House, affirmed that
the APIB "has active legitimacy to propose direct action before the STF', that is, it recognizes that APIB is a social
and cultural entity as well as a class entity, other than economic or political.
This new interpretation of the article 232 of the Constitution expands the understanding and
constitutional rights of Indigenous Peoples in Brazil, allowing Indigenous Peoples and their communities
and organizations standing under the law to sue to defend their rights and interests. The lawsuit comes amid
several failures of the government in protecting Indigenous people, whose vulnerability and rights violations have
multiplied during the COVID-19 crises, as has been detailed and denouncedby Cultural Survival since the start of
the Pandemic.
The Claim
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In the action, APIB states that fundamental precepts of the Constitution are being disrespected with
the 'failures and omissions' of the government in protecting Indigenous Peoples against COVID-19. These
populations have a death rate for the virus of 9.6% - while in the general population the rate is 4%,
according to the State health agencies.
The government, despite being warned of the urgency and danger that Indigenous communities were
in, decided not to do anything for months, denying the seriousness of the pandemic and the threat of the
virus. Meanwhile, the government encouraged invasions on Indigenous lands, weakened the agencies
responsible for monitoring and protection of forests, dismissed important federal police officers and public
agents responsible for the conservation of the Amazon as well as protection of Indigenous areas. The
president publicly supported his environment minister's projects to relax deforestation laws in the Amazon.
Moreover, FUNAI, the state agency for the protection of Indigenous Peoples in Brazil, has been gradually
dismantled, even their website's English pages have disappeared. When the government, pressured by
national and international opinion, decided to do something, Indigenous people in urban areas were
deliberately
abandoned
and
excluded
from
health
and
protection
programs.
APIB affirms that the performance of government officials in the face of the epidemic among
Indigenous Peoples constitutes a 'true attempt of genocide, which may result in the extermination of entire
ethnic groups' and called for specific measures, such as the creation of a sanitary barrier and the removal of
invaders from Indigenous lands. They also state that 'the lack of transparency of the State, the
underreporting of cases and the absence of a coordinated and integral policy of the agencies of health policy
makers' worsened the situation.
The Indigenous lawyer Eloy Terena, the 'Voice of Indigenous Peoples in the Supreme Court'
(https://apiboficial.org/2020/08/03/essa-acao-e-a-voz-dos-povos-indigenas-no-stf/) who spoke to Grupo Gente
Nova, a media firm in Brazil, affirmed days before the action: 'The federal government's inaction in the
pandemic is exacerbated by President Jair Bolsonaro's clear anti-Indigenous agenda, colluding with the
accelerated growth of deforestation and invasions of Indigenous lands...We have entire communities with
the presence of the virus and even so, there are no concrete measures by the federal government. This
worries us a lot and, therefore, we go to the Federal Supreme Court to seek these measures.'
APIB argues in their lawsuit that the contingency plan of the Brazillian Health Ministry –SESAI–entitled
the 'National Contingency for Human Infection with the new Coronavirus in Indigenous Peoples' was a document
formulated without any participation of Indigenous Peoples, in spite of the provisions of ILO Convention 169, and
“is absolutely vague, without concrete measures, and has not been operationalized in a minimally adequate way.'
A recent analysis of the plan by Cultural Survival came to similar conclusions, communicated in an open
letter to the Bolsannaro administration (https://www.culturalsurvival.org/news/open-letter-jair-bolsonaro-brazilfailing-protect-health-indigenous-peoples-during-covid19).
Eloy Terena stated in an article in Folha de Sao Paulo, a widely circulated newspaper in the country, that
'Indigenous people are obliged to force the government not to let us die.'
As denounced by Cultural Survival, the Brazilian government has failed to protect Indigenous Peoples;
therefore legal action was necessary in the face of the immense neglect of the government executive in Indigenous
health. Due to the seriousness of the situation, APIB asked allies, political parties and organizations who
understand the situation to sit down with them in court and offer support.
The Nature of The Law
The action was highly technical and only the Federal Supreme Court can rule in this kind of case. The
federal or constitutional court names this type of action as a claim of non-compliance with fundamental precept,
ADPF by it’s Portguese acronym. This law expressly established the possibility of examining the compatibility of
the pre-constitutional law with norms of the current Constitution of the Republic. ADPF is admissible every time
when there is a relevant controversy on the legitimacy of federal, state or municipal law prior to the Constitution
based on a fundamental precept of the Constitution. It is important as well because there were several laws, such as
1973 State Indian Law, for example, that still prevail in the society's legal memory. The ADPF, thus, is the only
mechanism of constitutional control over laws that pre-date the current Constitution drafted in 1988.
The Court's Decision
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After a long 10-part argument demonstrating with technical and official data the epidemiological,
demographic, political and geographic vulnerability of Indigenous Peoples and the criminal actions of the
Bolsonaro government, the Federal Supreme Court unanimously ruled in favor of Indigenous Peoples.
The decision accepted the main points of the action, and granted immediate effect. Among these
measures are: planning with the participation of communities; actions to contain invaders in reserves; the
creation of sanitary barriers in the case of Indigenous People in isolation or those recently contacted; access
by all Indigenous people to the Indigenous Health Subsystem; and the elaboration of a plan to confront and
monitor COVID-19.
The reporting judge, minister Barroso, opted for a more consensual approach, despite giving a clear
and historic victory to Indigenous Peoples. Barroso informed that he tried to act, in this case, as a 'facilitator
of decisions and measures that ideally should involve dialogues with the public authorities and with
Indigenous Peoples, without neglecting, however, the principles of precaution and prevention.'
In the trial, the judges referred to not only Indigenous rights in the Federal Constitution of 1988, but also
international treaties and laws, of which the country is a signatory, such as Convention 169 of the International
Labor Organization (ILO), which recognizes among other things, the right to Free, Prior and Informed Consent
(FPIC) with Indigenous Peoples in the case of measures that impact their territories.
The Supreme Court Ruled the Following:
1. SITUATION ROOM: That the federal government install the Situation Room to manage actions to
combat the pandemic regarding Indigenous Peoples in isolation or in recent contact, with the participation of
communities, through APIB, the Attorney General's Office and of the Federal Public Defender's Office. Members
must be appointed within 72 hours of the decision being informed, and the first virtual meeting must be convened
within 72 hours after the appointment of representatives;
2. SANITARY BARRIERS: That in 10 days, from the announcement of the decision, the federal
government will listen to the Situation Room and present a plan for the creation of sanitary barriers in Indigenous
lands;
3. COVID-19 Tackling PLAN: That the federal government elaborates in 30 days, from the knowledge of
the decision, with the participation of the communities and the National Human Rights Council, a COVID-19
Coping Plan for Peoples Brazilian Indians. Community representatives must be defined within 72 hours of the
decision being made aware of;
4. CONTAINMENT OF INVADERS: That the federal government include in the COVID-19 Plan for
Confronting and Monitoring Indigenous Peoples a measure to contain and isolate invaders in relation to Indigenous
lands. He also stressed that it is the duty of the federal government to draw up a withdrawal of invaders plan and
that if nothing is done, it will return to the topic.
5. Indigenous HEALTH SUBSYSTEM: That all Indigenous people in villages have access to the
Indigenous Health Subsystem, regardless of the homologation of lands or reserves; and that non-villagers also
access the subsystem in the absence of general SUS availability.
Fundamentals of the Decision
In the decision, it was pointed out that the Indigenous Peoples, for historical, cultural and social
reasons, are more vulnerable to infectious diseases, with a mortality rate higher than the national average.
In addition, there are signs of an accelerated expansion of the contagion of COVID-19 among Indigenous
communities and the State took insufficient action to contain the virus. The court also clarified that
Indigenous people in situations of isolation or recent contact are more at risk and should be urgently
protected,
with
confinement
and
isolation
of
the
areas.
Barroso also recalled that the creation of the Situation Room for Indigenous Peoples is foreseen in an
ordinance of the Ministry of Health and FUNAI, thus not representing interference by the judiciary power in the
Executive. 'There is no need to talk about interference by the Judiciary over public policies, but rather about the
mere judicial implementation of a federal rule that is not being observed by the executive branch.'
In addition, the participation of Indigenous People in the process was highlighted as an 'indispensable'
element so that each community can bring up information and requests to the responsible government and
authorities.
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On the land invasion, Barroso added that the situation is not directly related to the pandemic, but
that the authors of the action speak of 20,000 invaders in only one of the areas. The removal would involve
the risk of armed conflict, in addition to the need for police and military forces to enter the different areas,
increasing the risk of contagion. For Barroso, 'the government must organize itself to face the problem,
otherwise it will grow and worsen.' It is not a measure that can be taken 'by simple act of will, with pen and
ink,' he said.
The justice pointed out that the lack of health provision through the Indigenous Health Subsystem
for people living in unapproved lands is 'unacceptable.' 'The identity of a group as an Indigenous People is, first
of all, an issue subject to self-recognition by members of the group itself. It does not depend on the homologation
of the right to land.'
Finally, Barroso also heeded APIB`s argument that the previous National Contingency Plan for Human
Infection with the New Coronavirus in Indigenous Peoples is 'vague' and 'a plan that expresses mere general
guidelines and does not provide for concrete measures, schedule or definition of responsibilities'. Besides
that, the plan did not count on the participation of Indigenous communities violating their very right to
Free, Prior and Informed Consent.
Government’s Reaction: Silenced Voice at OAS
During the trial and, repeated at the decision, the judges affirmed not only the Indigenous rights
provided by the Federal Constitution of 1988, but also international laws and conventions such as ILO 169,
which recognizes the right to territory and which ensures, among other things, the Indigenous Peoples’
right to prior consultation in the case of measures that impact their territories.
Despite these measures, on the next day, the government of Brazil reacted by barring Indigenous guest
and leader Nara Bare from addressing the Organization of American States (OAS) Permanent Council at
the Annual Inter-American Week for Indigenous Peoples. The OAS is the oldest regional body in the world,
founded in 1948, and originated in the International Union of American Republics (1889-1990), with the objective
of promoting peaceful relations in the Americas.
The Ambassador of Brazil to the Organization of American States, Fernando Simas Magalhães, canceled
the appointment of the leadership Nara Baré, executive coordinator the Coordination of Indigenous Organizations
of the Brazilian Amazon (COIAB), to speak during the meeting of its Permanent Council. In response, COIAB
stated they strongly 'repudiated the cancelling of the participation of our leader in this important space for
international debate and issues on human rights. COIAB believes that this is yet another act of
discrimination and censorship on Indigenous Peoples by the Brazilian Government. It is unacceptable and
shameful that the Brazilian Government, with the support of the OAS, silences Indigenous voices in an attempt to
hide their actions and policies for dismantling Indigenous rights and their inefficiency in facing the COVID-19
pandemic.'
Next Steps
This fight is not only for Indigenous People, but for everyone who loves our mother earth and our planet.
The battlefields are in many places, in the court, in the city and in the villages. The next steps to protect and
guarantee Indigenous rights are not easy. We need to observe, inspect and charge the government to comply
with its own laws and to obey its Constitution. We need allies to help us do this because we know that many
times the government refuses to comply with the law and approaches us to poison and destroy us. But we know we
have allies.
Eloy Terena quoted Yanomami leader Davi Kopenawa in his closing remarks from his book The Fall from
the Sky: 'I would have liked to say to the whites, already at the time of the road:‘ Do not go back to our forest!
Your Xawara epidemics have devoured enough of our parents and grandparents here! We don't want to feel such
sadness again! Make way for your trucks away from our land!’”
"Government complicity and neglect fuels lethal coronavirus among Yanomami and Ye’kwana,: Survival
International, November 19, 2020, https://www.survivalinternational.org/news/12494, repowted, "An explosive
new report released this week exposes a humanitarian crisis rapidly unfolding in Brazil’s largest indigenous
territory, home to the Yanomami and Ye’kwana tribes.
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'Xawara– tracing the deadly path of Covid-19 and government negligence in the Yanomami
territory' was compiled by Yanomami and Ye’kwana organizations and a group of researchers from the ProYanomami and Ye’kwana Network
The report says that 'The Yanomami and Ye’kwana people, facing a dangerous combination of
mining, malaria and COVID-19, are on their own.'
It reveals that government neglect and complicity in the ongoing invasion and destruction of
significant parts of Yanomami land by illegal goldminers means coronavirus is spreading rapidly in the
territory. This is having devastating consequences for the 27,000 Yanomami and Ye’kwana indigenous
people who live there.
A detailed timeline catalogues many incidents of neglect and abuse; significant under-reporting of cases of
Covid-19 (and in some areas no reporting at all); few tests carried out; and a lack of vital medicines and
medical staff.
The report found that:
• over 10,000 people, a third of the total indigenous population in the Yanomami Territory, may have
already
been
exposed
to
Covid-19,
• from August to October alone, confirmed cases jumped from 335 to 1,202,
• less than 4.7% of the total population in the territory has been tested,
• in the three regions with the greatest concentrations of illegal mines, coronavirus is rife and was
brought in by the miners,
• several uncontacted Yanomami groups are at extreme risk should there be any encounter with
outsiders,
• from January to September 2020, there was an increase of 20% in environmental degradation
caused by mining.
The report highlights that before the pandemic took root, many Yanomami were already weakened
by diseases like malaria, the incidence of which has quadrupled in the last five years. This makes them more
susceptible and less equipped to combat coronavirus.
Graphic testimonies from Yanomami are a strong indictment of government negligence. A Yanomami
woman from Kanayau, one of the areas most affected by mining, said: 'We are all sick. Our forest got sick. That’s
the miners’ airstrip, because many planes land there. When a plane arrives, many people get off it, and as many
planes are coming, today this disease has arrived! It’s a strong disease!'
Francisco Yanomami, from the Marauiá region, warned about the lack of testing:
We weren’t supposed to be dying of this, because of a strong disease, you know. […] Now it’s
happening, COVID-19 symptoms are increasing, it’s increasing. What can we do? How do we know if it’s
really COVID-19? How can we find out if it’s from COVID-19 that we’re dying? We have to know which disease
is killing us.'
Xawara is the Yanomami word for epidemics and is associated with the fumes emanating from machinery
used by outsiders, particularly the goldminers’ dredging equipment, airplane and boat engines, and the mercury
vapor produced when gold is processed.
Yanomami leader and shaman Davi Kopenawa explains: 'What we call xawara are measles, flu, malaria,
tuberculosis, and all those other white people diseases that kill us to devour our flesh. The only thing that ordinary
people know of them are the fumes that propagate them. “But we shamans, we also see in them the image of the
epidemic beings, the xawarari'
One shocking event was the 'disappearance' of three young Yanomami children who died from suspected
Covid-19. After public protests, it was revealed that their bodies had been buried in a cemetery in the city of Boa
Vista without the knowledge or consent of their parents.
Anthropologist Bruce Albert’s article in the report explains the torment and pain felt by Yanomami families
who were kept in the dark by the authorities over the death of their loved ones, and denied the opportunity to
organize the proper funerary rites of cremation. He draws a parallel between the desecration of dead Yanomami
from Covid-19 today with the disappearances of political protestors during Brazil’s military dictatorship: “In fact,
taking possession of the dead of others to erase them from collective memory and denying the grieving of their
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family members has always been the mark of a supreme stage of barbarism based on the contempt and denial of
the Other, ethnic and/or political.”
The Yanomami are among those worst hit by President Bolsonaro’s attacks on indigenous peoples.
Nationwide, their lands are being stolen for mining, agribusiness and logging and they are fighting back
to stop Brazil’s genocide.
Faced with the government’s criminal negligence, Yanomami and Ye’kwana organizations are
calling for all illegal invaders to be removed now, the implementation of an emergency Covid-19 action plan,
and
a
program
to
eradicate
malaria.
They
have
launched
an online
petition (https://www.minersoutcovidout.org) calling on the authorities to act before it’s too late.
Read the report: https://assets.survivalinternational.org/documents/1984/coy-ingles-r03-2020117.pdf"
Laura R. Graham, Edson Krenak, and Linda Rabben, "Brazil’s COVID-19 Response: A Death Knell for
Indigenous Peoples," Cultural Survival, November 12, 2020, https://www.culturalsurvival.org/news/brazils-covid19-response-death-knell-indigenous-peoples, reported, "In October 2020, months after A’uwẽ-Xavante
leader Hiparidi Top’tiro received hydroxychloroquine (HCQ) as a treatment for COVID-19 in Mato
Grosso,
Brazil,
the Washington
Post (https://www.washingtonpost.com/business/2020/10/31/trumphydroxychloroquine-stockpile-pharmacies/) revealed that White House officials had circumvented FDA
regulations to distribute millions of doses of the drug in both the United States and Brazil.
Top’tiro recovered but only learned he had received the drug after it was administered. The A’uwẽXavante leader, who has spoken at the United Nations in New York and Geneva about Brazil's failure to
respect Indigenous rights, reported he would have refused HCQ had he known it was neither safe nor
effective. 'My heart was racing and I was afraid,' he said. The World Health Organization (WHO) discourages
the use of HCQ in the treatment of COVID-19, either alone or in combination with other drugs. But the
Brazilian government has administered it to thousands of Indigenous people in the country.
Hiparidi is one of hundreds of Indigenous people in Brazil who have contracted COVID-19. To date, some
821 A’uwẽ-Xavantehave contracted the virus, which has claimed 44 A’uwẽ-Xavante lives, more than six in
one community within a single 24-hour period. A’uwẽ-Xavante are just one of Brazil’s 305 Indigenous
nations. Although they rank 13th among Indigenous Peoples for the number of confirmed cases, according
to Brazil’s Special Indigenous Health Service (SESAI), A’uwẽ-Xavante have the second highest COVID-19
fatality rate of any ethnic group in Brazil. The A’uwẽ-Xavante morbidity rate is 11.7 percent, 160 percent
higher than the national average. The number of Indigenous infections is five times higher than the
Brazilian national average.
Across Brazil, as of November 3, SESAI- reported the number of Indigenous COVID-19 cases at
32,746. This number excludes Indigenous people who live in cities and towns, because SESAI does not count
or treat urban Indians. The number of Indigenous deaths has reached 478. Data collected by
Brazil’s Articulation of Indigenous Peoples (APIB) indicates higher totals, with 38,646 confirmed cases and
870 Indigenous fatalities as of November 4. Reported Brazilian cases totaled over 5,675,032, with 162,628
deaths."
"Gold miners kill two Yanomami men, fears of further bloodshed," Survival International, June 30, 2020,
https://www.survivalinternational.org/news/12417, reported, "Two Yanomami men have reportedly been killed
by gold miners in northern Brazil, as a massive gold rush brings death, disease and pollution to South
America’s largest relatively isolated tribe.
The men were from the community of Xaruna near the Venezuelan border. The community lies on a
tributary of the Uraricoera River, which is at the epicentre of the gold rush.
A similar clash in 1993 prompted a cycle of violence that ended in the Haximu massacre, in which 16
Yanomami were killed. Brazilian courts later declared the massacre an act of genocide.
Besides violence, the miners are introducing Covid-19 into the Yanomami territory. Several
Yanomami have died, and dozens are now infected. Fears of the devastation the disease would mean for their
people
prompted
several
Yanomami
organizations,
including
Hutukara,
to
launch
the MinersOutCovidOut campaign (https://www.minersoutcovidout.org) earlier this month.
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In a statement Hutukara (https://www.facebook.com/yanomamihutukara/posts/2898277250298514) said:
'The murder of two more Yanomami by miners should be rigorously investigated, and reinforces the need for the
Brazilian State to act urgently to immediately remove all the miners who are illegally exploiting the Yanomami
Territory and harassing and assaulting the indigenous communities who live there.
'We call on the authorities to take all necessary measures to stop the mining which continues taking
Yanomami lives.'
Survival International Research and Advocacy Director Fiona Watson, who has worked alongside the
Yanomami for 30 years and visited their territory many times, said today: “What we’re seeing now is a horrific rerun of the conditions that led to the Haximu massacre 27 years ago: a poisonous cocktail of an uncontrolled goldrush, disease, forest destruction, pollution of rivers, and miners intent on killing any Yanomami who get in their
way.
'Public pressure is now critical to force the government to act and get the miners out. The Yanomami’s
future depends on this happening. Please sign their petition.'”
"Top missionary official in Brazil forced out for second time," Survvial International, November 27, 2020,
https://www.survivalinternational.org/news/12507, reported, "Ricardo Lopes Dias, an evangelical missionary,
has been forced from his job as head of the Uncontacted Tribes Unit of Brazil’s Indigenous Affairs
Agency FUNAI for the second time.
Indigenous leaders of UNIVAJA, the indigenous peoples’ organization of the Javari Valley who have
fought Mr Lopes Dias’ appointment since it was first announced, celebrated his departure.
Mr Lopes Dias’ appointment to the post earlier this year was hugely controversial, and was
described at the time by Survival’s Sarah Shenker as 'like putting the fox in charge of the hen house.' Mr
Lopes Dias is a former member of the notorious New Tribes Mission, re-branded as Ethnos360 in the US.
Sources have told Survival that there was widespread anger in FUNAI at a fundamentalist
missionary being appointed to such a post, and repeated accusations of incompetence and arrogance.
Evangelical missionaries have re-doubled their efforts to contact uncontacted tribes under President
Bolsonaro, who wants to open up their lands to commercial exploitation, and has strong evangelical support.
A FUNAI whistleblower revealed in September that Mr Lopes Dias had made a clandestine visit to the
Javari Valley, home to more uncontacted tribes than anywhere else on Earth.
Following legal action by public prosecutors and UNIVAJA, a judge ruled in May that Lopes Dias’s
appointment was unlawful, and that he was to be removed from office with immediate effect. The ruling was
later overturned.
In May, the first time Mr Lopes Dias was removed from office, Beto Marubo of UNIVAJA commented:
'The indigenous peoples of the Javari Valley believe it was outrageous that a missionary be appointed to this
position, and hope that this is a definitive decision. Brazilian justice has to recognize the two things are completely
incompatible.'
Leonardo Lenin, Executive Secretary of OPI (the Observatory for the Human Rights of Uncontacted and
Recently Contacted Tribes) said today: 'A fundamentalist missionary at the head of FUNAI’s Uncontacted
Tribes Unit was above all an affront to the self-determination of these peoples. Mr. Ricardo Lopes’
incompetence regarding public policy towards isolated Indians was evident on several occasions. One
example of this was the chaotic way in which he coordinated the work to prevent Covid-19 reaching
uncontacted and recently-contacted tribes. It’s now more obvious than ever that someone with real
knowledge of this subject, and who respects the laws and rules that protect the rights of these peoples, is
needed in this post.'
Sarah Shenker, Survival’s Uncontacted Tribes campaign coordinator, said today: “It’s a massive victory for
the campaign to get Lopes Dias removed and to protect uncontacted tribes’ land. Indigenous organizations and
their allies have led the charge and the public prosecutor’s office has taken key action.
'Survival and its supporters have campaigned and lobbied the authorities from the day Ricardo Lopes Dias
was appointed at the start of the year. We’ll be watching closely to see what’s next, and we’ll continue to fight for
uncontacted tribes’ lands to be protected and their right to live as they choose to be respected, always. Hopefully
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Bolsonaro will get the message that if he carries on with his genocidal agenda, he can expect resistance at every
step.'
In many parts of Brazil, uncontacted tribes’ territories are the last significant areas of rainforest left. Now
they are being targeted by land grabbers, loggers and ranchers who are destroying the forest at an alarming rate and
threatening the survival of uncontacted tribes."
"Grand Theft Chaco: The Luxury Cars Made with Leather from the Stolen Lands of an Uncontacted Tribe,"
Earthsight, September 2020, reported,
TwitterFacebook
Key Findings
A new Earthsight investigation has linked the illegal clearance of South American forest inhabited by
one of the world’s last uncontacted tribes with some of Europe’s biggest car manufacturers. The clearances
occurred in the Gran Chaco, a precious bioregion home to jaguars and giant anteaters whose forests are
being destroyed faster than any others on earth. This destruction is being driven by cattle ranching firms to
meet international demand for beef and leather.
Earthsight identified cattle ranches that have illegally cleared forest inhabited by the Ayoreo
Totobiegosode - the only indigenous peoples living in voluntary isolation anywhere in the Americas outside
the Amazon rainforest. Earthsight investigators discovered the slaughterhouses buying cattle from these
ranches in Paraguay and traced the supply chain carrying cattle hides onward to some of Europe’s largest
tanneries in Italy, the main destination for Paraguayan leather.
During undercover visits, the Paraguayan tanneries concerned bragged of supplying a number of famous
cars, including BMW models and the Range Rover Evoque. BMW is using hides sourced from two
slaughterhouses processing cows from ranches responsible for illegal clearances in the Ayoreo Totobiegosode’s
forests. Jaguar Land Rover didn’t dispute sourcing from a Paraguayan tannery that processes hides from another
slaughterhouse doing the same. Several other auto giants source leather from the Italian tanneries we linked to the
scandal.
The illegal clearances identified of Totobiegosode land are only the most egregious example of widespread
environmental abuses in Paraguay. The majority of the country’s beef and leather exports are from recently
deforested land, up to a fifth of which was cleared illegally. Studies indicate these exports are responsible for more
deforestation per unit of weight than any other commodity on earth. Interviewing government whistle-blowers and
going undercover with land dealers, Earthsight’s investigation revealed the corruption and influence-peddling
enabling this destruction.
The report details how the leather industry lags way behind steps being taken by other sectors
handling commodities driving deforestation, such as palm oil and cocoa. The leather used in cars each year
could blanket Manhattan three times over, and the auto industry is among the largest consumers of hides from
Brazil as well, where cattle are the largest deforestation driver. Yet Earthsight’s survey found not a single car firm
was able to trace all of its leather back to ranch, which is essential if links to human rights and environmental
abuses are to be avoided.
Our investigation highlights the urgent need for EU and UK legislation mandating car companies and other
industries to conduct proper due diligence to ensure that their purchases of forest risk commodities do not
contribute to deforestation and other abuses. However, the report reveals that trade groups linked to the automotive
industry have lobbied the EU and German governments to water down or halt altogether proposed new laws that
would require companies to clean up their supply chains.
Read the PDF here: https://www.earthsight.org.uk/media/download/962."
Indian Law Resource Center (https://indianlaw.org), "Brazil Silencing Indigenous Voices During the
Annual Inter-American Week For Indigenous Peoples," Cultural Survival, August 07, 2020,
https://www.culturalsurvival.org/news/brazil-silencing-indigenous-voices-during-annual-inter-american-weekindigenous-peoples, reported, "Brazil has blocked an Indigenous woman from addressing the Organization of
American States Permanent Council during the O.A.S. Inter-American Week for Indigenous Peoples
(August 5-12, 2020). We condemn this deplorable, dangerous act.
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In preparation for the Week, the O.A.S. asked Indigenous Peoples and organizations to select an
Indigenous leader to address the Permanent Council on August 7, 2020. We believed that it would be very
important to nominate Francinara Soares Martins, the Coordinator General of the Coordination of the
Indigenous Organizations of the Brazilian Amazon (COIAB), the largest regional Indigenous organization
in Brazil, to speak to the Permanent Council about the impacts of COVID-19 on Indigenous Peoples.
However, upon learning of her nomination, Brazil blocked it. Brazil’s panicked attempt to silence Francinara
Soares is yet another unmistakable mark of the racism, lawlessness, and oppression that characterize the
government of Brazil.
Brazil has much to hide -- overt actions and policies to deny the rights of Indigenous Peoples, withholding
medical services to these most vulnerable people, using the pandemic as a cover up to pass laws to dismantle
environmental protections, encouraging illegal invasions of Indigenous lands and promoting deforestation on these
lands, and much more. This government even refuses to obey the decision of its own Supreme Court to protect
Indigenous Peoples, especially those in isolation or recent contact, from the spread of the COVID-19 pandemic.
Brazil is silencing an Indigenous leader who would speak out against these and other human rights
violations. To do this is wholly against the purposes and principles of the O.A.S. and a disgrace to the
organization. It is shameful that the O.A.S. is allowing Brazil to silence an Indigenous leader. For the O.A.S. to
celebrate the 'Inter-American Week for Indigenous Peoples' without the representation and participation of elected
leaders of Indigenous Peoples and Indigenous organizations from the Americas is a travesty.
To silence an Indigenous advocate for Indigenous rights is an offense against the values and goals that form
and support all human rights. The very purpose of human rights is to be a shield against the worst harms and
injustices of governments. We condemn this blatant discrimination. We demand that the O.A.S. publicly explain
this action.
For more information, please contact: Armstrong Wiggins, awiggins@indianlaw.org."
Jess Cherofsky, "Abandoned by Government, Peru’s Indigenous Peoples Lead Powerful COVID-19
Response," Cultural Survival, September 3, 2020, https://www.culturalsurvival.org/news/abandoned-governmentperus-indigenous-peoples-lead-powerful-covid-19-response, reported, "
Cultural Survival is grateful to Miryam Yataco, Roger Mondaluisa Sinuiri, Ronin Suarez, and Wendy
Pineda Ortiz for the interviews.
“Our medicinal plants save lives”
Yarinacocha, Peru: one hour from Lima by plane, over sixteen hours by car. The district is powerfully hot,
situated in the Amazon jungle region of Ucayali. It is known for cacao, agriculture, and livestock production,
including yucca, plantain, papaya, and tobacco. And there, on the banks of the Ucayali River, are Indigenous
communities hard hit by the Coronavirus. These communities are now being treated by a new group of
medical practitioners, Comando Matico, doing what neither the government nor mainstream medical
services have done for Peru’s Indigenous Peoples. They are saving people’s lives.
It started with a trip to Cantagallo, a shantytown in Peru’s capital, Lima. Cantagallo was settled two
decades ago by Shipibo Konibo Indigenous Peoples displaced from their lands in the Amazon rainforest by illegal
logging and mining projects. Roger Mondaluisa Sinuiri (Shipibo), one of the founding members of Comando
Matico, tells how some professor and activist friends had gathered to brainstorm how they could support their
people in Cantagallo from where they live in Yarinacocha in the Amazon. Between seventy and eighty percent of
Cantagallo’s population had been infected with COVID-19. The day after test results showed this infection
rate, the community awoke to newly erected fences guarded by police and military to prevent entering or
leaving. While the whole country had already been under a quarantine order, this imprisonment of
Cantagallo specifically suddenly meant restricted access to potable water, food, and medical care. An initial
group of five Comando Matico members brought a delivery of the medicinal plant matico (spiked pepper
shrub) to Cantagallo. The community was grateful for this traditional medicine, and the Comando Matico project
grew from there. 'We saw the need of Indigenous Peoples here in the Peruvian Amazon, that they were dying
daily,' Roger says. 'And we said, enough with the deaths of our Indigenous brothers and sisters.'
Roger sounds energized when he tells Cultural Survival about the founding and accomplishments of
Comando Matico, which currently comprises nine members who provide medical treatment. After a period of
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exclusively home visit care, Comando Matico was provided access to a church to set up a facility, and then when
they were no longer permitted there, they relocated. ;From the beginning, we’ve self-financed,; Roger says. 'When
we didn’t have supplies, we lent each other the money...This is how we’ve been doing it, as a group, as a team.
Because at the beginning, when they gave us the space [for a facility], it was empty. They gave us three cots and an
oxygen tank. Nothing else.' Roger brought the gas tank that he uses for his Ayahuasca medicine, pots, and a stove.
Other members brought other materials. 'We’re volunteers, and we set our own hours so we don’t get too tired, and
everyone also needs to find a job since we’re not paid for this.'
Each Comando member has their own caseload, patients with whom they check in daily. So far, they have
only lost one patient, someone who had arrived in critical condition and whom the Comando tended through
their final hours. Before Comando Matico’s founding, there was nothing like it. Another team had been established
to gather those who had died of COVID-19. Comando Matico, Roger says, 'posed an alternative, saying, enough.
Enough collecting the dead. They can collect the dead, and we will dedicate ourselves to saving lives.'
The group’s namesake treatment involves creating a steam with the matico plant and other native
plants of the Amazon rainforest, along with eucalyptus, onion, lemon, and chamomile* which together
alleviate blockages in the lungs. They also use teas and syrups. 'We don’t have anyone to support us, but we’re
going to get them to support us. We’re going to demonstrate that our medicinal plants are of huge importance
and need during this time of the pandemic. And that’s what we did, showed everyone that our medicinal
plants do work, do save lives, even though others say they don’t. Because we are the people who really work
and live with these plants during these pandemic times. And we’re very happy to see the results that our medicinal
plants offer.'
'The government has been totally indifferent'
This powerful grassroots project, which has successfully treated over 500 patients with both
Indigenous medicine and commercial medicine in multiple communities, is a vital response to a devastating
nationwide truth: the Peruvian government has systematically excluded Indigenous Peoples from COVID19 response services, resulting in staggering illness rates and deaths. Moreover, the Peruvian government is
not tracking COVID-19 data in Indigenous communities, an exclusion which invisibilizes impacts on
Indigenous Peoples and further distances them from adequate interventions. Peru is the country with
the 43rd largest population in the world, yet it has the fifth highestnumber of COVID-19 cases as of August
2020, approximately 622,000. Forty-five percent of the population is Indigenous.
Ronald Suarez Maynas is based in Pucallpa, capital city of the Ucayali department. He is
the apu (president) of the Shipibo Konibo Xetebo Council, representing over 35,000 people in over 166
communities. He himself has suffered from COVID-19, fortunately recovering thanks to matico medicine. Yet his
mother, Marcelina Mayna Collantes, a beloved textile artist, linguist, land defender, and elder, died from the virus;
Apu Ronald could not visit her due to his own illness. “It was possibly the most terrible news I could have received
in my life,” he says. When Apu Ronald’s family requested oxygen from regional and federal governments,
responses were slow. When the family finally got their hands on an oxygen tank, the cost was impossibly high. A
day’s worth of oxygen costs what a family would spend on food over two or three months. 'The government has
been totally indifferent,' says sociolinguist and international language rights scholar and activist Miryam Yataco
(Quechua-Muchik). 'They have done absolutely nothing at all.'
Apu Ronald describes to Cultural Survival a federal response whose exclusion of Indigenous Peoples is
deadly. The 'hospitals are collapsing quickly,' and the government has failed to provide medicine or oxygen.
Almost every community in the Peruvian Amazon has been hit by the virus. While he counts over 130 dead
in the Shipibo Konibo community and estimates 10,000 infected, he points out that the state has reported
just two dead and five infected. His May 2020 letter to the incoming United Nations Special Rapporteur on
the Rights of Indigenous Peoples describes a testing process that, when it does arrive in communities,
accounts for a tiny percentage of the population and excludes the most vulnerable, such as elders who
cannot physically get to testing locations. 'We’re invisible,' he says. Unable to count on the government to
track COVID-19’s impact in their communities, the communities gather their own statistics.
Apu Ronald lauds Comando Matico’s work. 'All these people aren’t traditional medical practitioners, nor
western doctors. They have simply received training from their ancestors, from their parents...They’ve saved more
than 500 lives, that’s the number I have...and this achieves more than the hospital. There are many people who
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don’t go to the hospital, even if they have symptoms, because there is a lot of distrust...that people who go to the
hospitals don’t return, that they’re definitely going to die. There is scarcity of oxygen, mistreatment, lack of
medicine, lots of things.' He says, with plants like matico, 'We have saved ourselves. Without this, it would have
been a massive death of our people.' Both Wendy Pineda Ortiz of the Rainforest Foundation and Miryam Yataco,
with whom Cultural Survival also spoke, reiterate the importance of Comando Matico’s work. While the
Comando’s impact is extraordinary in the communities they are reaching, resources and support are needed if
locally based practitioners are to operate at the scale that is desperately needed given the scale of COVID-19
infections in Indigenous communities nationwide.
The government’s failed response represents a lethal missed opportunity to capitalize on the organizational
strengths of Indigenous communities. 'The Indigenous Peoples of the Amazon responded pretty quickly when
information on COVID-19 arrived,' Wendy Pineda Ortiz tells Cultural Survival. 'They strengthened their land
governance measures, and they self-isolated in their communities. Many took their elders away to hide them
in less populated places, or places that were harder to access. They closed their borders...This organizational
capacity of the Indigenous Peoples could have been a great opportunity for the Peruvian government. [The
government] could have organized to generate an adequate response to provide care to the Indigenous Peoples, but
unfortunately that didn’t happen.' The government’s failure meant that Indigenous communities’ own responses
had no reinforcement, and COVID-19 quickly spread from the Brazilian border into the Peruvian department of
Loreto and beyond. According to Miryam Yataco, 'The government has been immensely ineffective, from the
state level to the regional and municipal levels...There has been a lot of corruption.' Budgeted funds did not
arrive in communities. 'Medical care has been extremely deficient for the general population, and much
more so for Indigenous Peoples...The Amazonian Peoples have been treated as if they’re not citizens with
rights. There is no support, period.' Apu Ronald implores the global community to take the Shipibo Konibo into
account if a vaccine is developed. “We’re the most hit by this, people who have suffered so much. .. we need
vaccines, all people of all ages.'
'Not a single policy was culturally appropriate'
Government responses like the quarantine did reach Indigenous communities, yet the impact was
further endangerment, due to its 'incompatib[ility] with the daily lives of Indigenous Peoples,' Wendy Pineda
Ortiz says. 'Of course, for those of us living in cities, yes, they were relevant measures. In the case of the
communities, if you tell them that within 24 hours, you can’t move around anymore, and they’re often three
or four days from key supply locations, they didn’t have the chance to get supplies, staples like rice, oil…'
When products were available locally, prices were inaccessible. 'For communities who travel by river
frequently, one of the quarantine requirements meant that they had to spend a day traveling on the river,
the next day hide in a community, and continue traveling the day after that.' Meanwhile, quarantine was
declared with so little advance notice that hundreds of Indigenous families who were away from their
villages doing errands or working in cities had no time to get home and were stuck, without any support
network. The government provided some food, but, as Wendy describes, 'a very small percentage [of Indigenous
Peoples] received support...I don’t think there was a single [COVID-19] policy that was culturally appropriate or
thought out based on the communities.' State budgets continue to ignore Indigenous Peoples’ needs. On the
other hand, Miryam Yataco describes “an exodus” of Indigenous Peoples from Lima and other cities in the
weeks following the onset of the pandemic. Lost jobs and no savings meant people could spend a week
walking to leave the cities where they were stranded, often with children. Quoting Shipibo leader Lizardo
Cauper of the Asociación Interétnica de Desarrollo de la Selva Peruana (Interethnic Assocation for the
Development of the Peruvian Rainforest), Miryam points out that half a year into the pandemic, “there isn’t, hasn’t
been, and doesn’t appear there is any intention of creating an intercultural health policy.'
'We don’t have any idea yet of the psychological impact'
Physical illness is not the only way in which COVID-19 is impacting Indigenous communities in Peru.
The mental health impacts are real. Miryam Yataco points out, 'This is a very racist environment; no one
seems to be considering that the Shipibo could fall into depression, that they could fall in deep grief...We do not
have a clear idea yet of the psychological impact the pandemic effect is having on Indigenous communities at the
human level. For example, the Shipibo, the Awajún, will be left emotionally debilitated.' Wendy Pineda Ortiz
shares communities’ concerns about not only individual impacts, but collective impacts on Indigenous Peoples as a
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whole. She describes a phone call with community members and leaders in communities represented by the
Organización Regional de los Pueblos Indígenas del Amazonía Oriente (Eastern Amazon Indigenous Peoples’
Regional Organization) in which 'they told us that [in addition to data on physical impacts], they also want to
capture data on fear...They said it’s very important as a lesson learned for other Indigenous Peoples who
haven’t yet suffered COVID: they will be scared but don’t have to let it paralyze them because that impedes
them from fighting against COVID…They all agreed that they would have preferred not to have that fear,
which paralyzed them at the beginning of COVID, which kept them from beginning to treat their families
and the sick with natural medicine and their knowledge of the forest. There would have been less impact, or
fewer dead, if they’d had less fear and more confidence, from the beginning, in the care they could have
given to the sick with forest products.'
Quichua, Maijuna, Bora, and Ticuna Indigenous Peoples are currently building a survey in
collaboration with the Rainforest Foundation, which will be conducted house to house by community
members who are specialists in Indigenous health, to create reports for each community. The reports will be
based on local Indigenous values and priorities, featuring not only individual health data, but also
community-level data and collective data for the Indigenous nations. Other local community projects in
Indigenous communities involve banner campaigns with accurate COVID-19 data and lodging houses,
funded by community members, to quarantine returning community members and keep the communities
safe.
Exclusion and abandonment of Indigenous Peoples from consideration and access to services is not
new and is not accidental. It is a 'structural issue,' Miryam Yataco tells us. 'There has always been
marginalization, exclusion, racism, in special against Amazonian Peoples. And the pandemic just strips it bare,
brings the immense inequities and inequalities out into the light.' Limited access to health services, food and water
insecurity, and impoverishment by the dominant economy are among the preexisting conditions that make
Indigenous communities more vulnerable. All told, approximately 20,000 Indigenous people in the Amazon were
reported to have COVID-19 as of June 3, yet due to insufficient data collection, it is likely many more have been
affected.
Miryam’s June 2020 article written in collaboration with Yuchi scholar Dr. Daniel R. Wildcat enumerates
COVID-19’s impact on specific communities and individuals. This is an effort toward Miryam’s goal to demand,
as she tells Cultural Survival, 'that these stories would not remain anonymous.' While Indigenous communities are
demanding to be counted in official statistics, numeric data cannot account for the quality of the impacts,
especially when it comes to loss of elders. ‘This pandemic is taking away our wise men,’ Zebelio Kayap, the
Indigenous leader of the Organization of Border Communities of Cenepa, says.' Miryam calls for 'lists with first
and last names in order to pay homage because this is an immense grief....These have been, and are, true tragedies
for families, which should count as much as the general, non-Indigenous population.'
While COVID-19 demands attention, 'predation of the forests' continues
While the government has abandoned communities with regards to needed medical care and resources,
communities continue to be invaded and exploited by extractive industries. Miryam Yataco describes how
companies have continued signing contracts and entering Indigenous territories. In one egregious example,
oil company Frontera Energy has attempted to coerce Quechua, Kichwa, and Achuar communities to
consent to its oil drilling projects, which they have fought against for decades, in exchange for access to
oxygen tanks to treat COVID-19 patients. The company is implicated in over 80 oil spills in the last five
years. This act of coercion and violation of Indigenous Peoples’ right to Free, Prior, and Informed
Consent is amplified by the inhumanity of denying lifesaving treatment to people otherwise unable to access
care. Moreover, not only are companies taking advantage of the situation to further their economic
interests; they are bringing COVID-19 to previously unaffected zones, such as in the case of
the Yanomami in the Brazilian Amazon, who have been infected via illegal gold mining.
Similarly, Apu Ronald Suarez describes worsened 'predation of the forests' by narcotraffickers along
the Ucayali River bank, who are not only causing environmental destruction but are poaching children, who
leave the community to find employment as harvesters. He says, 'We have always wanted to confront them, but
we find ourselves at a disadvantage because the traffickers are well-armed and we have nothing...This is why
we’ve asked the government to help us. But we also want to organize ourselves to be able to confront the
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situation with Indigenous guards. These need to be the people who protect our territory in the face of the
government’s ineffectiveness.'
Cultural Survival is in solidarity with the Indigenous Peoples of Peru. We join over a hundred other
organizations in urging the Government of Peru to provide them with the comprehensive care necessary to
safeguard their rights and demand that the Peruvian government take immediate action to provide Indigenous
communities with culturally appropriate medical supplies, resources, and attention according to each community’s
stated needs. Cultural Survival continues to map COVID cases (https://www.culturalsurvival.org/covid19/tracking-indigenous-communities) and human rights violations during the pandemic in Indigenous communities
around the world, including several communities in Peru. Though not exhaustive, the map has documented
COVID cases among 210 Indigenous Peoples in 26 countries. View the map and contribute stories from your
community (https://www.culturalsurvival.org/covid-19/tracking-indigenous-communities).
*The medicinal plant information is shared with the explicit consent of the interviewee and his colleagues,
after they were informed as to how the information would be published and given the opportunity to choose if
anything should not be published."
Ariel Iannone Román, "After Years of Corruption and Political Turmoil in Peru, People Are Demanding
Truth and Justice," Cultural Survival, November 29, 2020, https://www.culturalsurvival.org/news/after-yearscorruption-and-political-turmoil-peru-people-are-demanding-truth-and-justice, reported, "On Monday, November
16, 2020, in Perú, President Martín Vizcarra was removed from power by the Republic’s Congress, sparking a
national crisis that resulted in mass demonstrations in the streets, police violence, and the two young people killed.
The Congress had already attempted to impeach the president in September, but fell short of the required minimum
of 87 votes. Vizcarra is currently under investigation for corruption, making him the fifth president this decade to
be investigated. Additionally, many lawmakers claimed to be motivated by anger over the way the president has
been dealing with the COVID-19 pandemic, including incidences of oxygen shortages and misuse of rapid
antibody tests. Perú has the world’s highest per capita death toll from COVID-19, with 34,879 deaths out of
the 922,333 infected in a nation of 32 million people, and the economy has fallen into a recession.
Throughout the pandemic, the Peruvian government has systematically excluded Indigenous
communities from health services, as well as neglecting to track their COVID-19 data, effectively rendering
them invisible. In the case of Cantagallo, a shantytown established in Lima 20 years ago by the Shipibo Konibo
Peoples after illegal logging and mining projects forced them to leave their traditional lands in the Amazon, the
town was forcibly quarantined after test results showed a 70 to 80 percent infection rate. Police and military
erected fences overnight, restricting access to drinking water, food, and medical care, and spurring the
formation of Comando Matico, a grassroots Indigenous-led organization that provides medical treatment to
the community. The organization derived their name from matico, a spiked pepper shrub and traditional
Indigenous medicinal herb, which they have been using to treat COVID-19 patients in addition to commercial
medical treatments.
Prior to becoming president, Martín Vizcarra served as vice president for Pedro Pablo Kuczynski,
who resigned in 2018 due to a corruption scandal. As president, Vizcarra made a commitment to stamp out
corruption and dissolved the congress in 2019 in a bid to remove dishonest politicians from office, many of whom
were also facing criminal investigations. At the time, Congress had been blocking his attempts to change how
judges were chosen for office and to bring an end to bribery, fraud, and misuse of public funds. More recently,
Vizcarra tried to remove the right to parliamentary immunity, which protects politicians from being prosecuted for
their crimes while in office.
A new congress was elected in January 2020; it contained few allies for Vizcarra, which made it possible to
remove him despite the fact that a majority of Peruvians wanted to see him finish his term. According to
Vizcarra, 68 of the new congress members are also facing investigation for crimes such as money laundering and
even homicide. Vizcarra was removed from office in a decision that was facilitated by a 19th-century clause that
gives Congress the power to remove any president who has been deemed to have a “permanent moral incapacity.”
Vizcarra was replaced by the President of the Congress Manuel Merino de Lama, who has been previously accused
of nepotism. In September 2020, during the first attempt to impeach Vizcarra, local media had also reported that
Merino sought support from high-level military leaders. Upon becoming president, Merino chose as prime minister
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a politician who had resigned in 2009after 34 people were killed during a Indigenous demonstration.
The Asociación Interétnica de Desarrollo de la Selva Peruana (AIDESEP), or the Interethnic
Association for the Development of the Peruvian Rainforest, which includes 1,809 Indigenous communities
of the Amazon, including 50 in Perú, condemned the government’s decision to impeach Vizcarra and
rejected Manuel Merino as president, stating that the move was an arrangement made between crooked
politicians and business owners. According to AIDESEP, the new Congress and Merino’s government are
anti-Indigenous and pose a serious threat to the Peruvian Amazon. AIDESEP reaffirmed their rights to
autonomy, self-governance, and self-determination in the face of this new development.
By Tuesday, November 17, 2020, Congress was swearing in Francisco Sagasti Hochhausler as president
after Manuel Merino resigned due to the widespread demonstrations. Sagasti is the fourth president to serve within
the 2016-2021 presidential cycle and is a member of the centrist Partido Morado - the Purple Party, a color which
represents the blending of red and blue, right and left. He had briefly become the new President of Congress after
Merino vacated that position, which, due to Perú’s current lack of a vice president, put him next in line to become
president when Merino resigned. Sagasti himself had voted against the impeachment of Vizcarra, and is
now pledging to prioritize political reform. He appointed a mixed cabinet with members of different parties,
aiming to create a diverse government that truly represents the Peruvian people. Of the 18 Cabinet members
selected, eight of them are women. The entire Cabinet will serve with him until his presidential term ends on July
28, 2021.
In his first address as president, Sagasti asked for forgiveness, on behalf of the State, for the deaths of Inti
Sotelo Camargo (24) and Jack Bryan Pintado Sánchez (22). Both Sotelo and Pintado were killed during the
demonstrations this past week, though the National Police of Perú has denied responsibility for their deaths,
instead blaming political agents opposed to the presidency of Manuel Merino for using excessive violence at the
demonstrations. Attorney General Zoraida Ávalos Rivera has opened a preliminary investigation against Manuel
Merino, Ántero Flores-Aráoz, and Gastón Rodríguez Limo for abuse of power and homicide. At the time of Sotelo
and Pintado’s deaths, Merino had been serving as president, Flores-Aráoz as leader of the Cabinet, and Rodríguez
as Minister of the Interior. While Sagasti promises to pursue political reform and the investigation into Camargo
and Pintado’s deaths, demonstrations have continued in the streets.
According to Paloma Abregú, executive director of Centro Sapichay, 'Working on the ground continues
to be a need.' Centro Sapichay is one of Cultural Survival’s Keepers of the Earth Fund grant partners.
Centro Sapichay seeks to 'unite the rural and Indigenous communities of the Wanka, Chanka, Ashaninka,
Ya’nesha, Awajun, Kana and Quechua Peoples in Peru through an Indigenous-led rapid response network,
AWAY (Quechua for ‘to weave’).' Just prior to the political turmoil caused by the removal of Vizcarra, many
illegal proposals had been in the works, some of them approved, which threatened to overturn international
agreements meant to protect Indigenous rights. Abregú says that one of these proposals opened the way for
local police departments to encroach on Indigenous communities, undermining the Indigenous authority
that is an essential part of the right to self-governance and exposing Indigenous communities to further
exploitation by extractive industries. Abregú hopes that by drawing international attention to this situation, the
erosion of this right may be reversed. The continued demonstrations also include demands for justice for Inti
Sotelo Camargo and Jack Bryan Pintado Sánchez, as well as for people who have been injured, arbitrarily
detained, or have gone missing. Other demands include that the government cover the cost of medical care for
people injured during the demonstrations, provide a pension for the families of Camargo and Pintado, and
create a referendum for the April 21, 2021, election which would allow the country to write a new
constitution. This, among other things, would give Perú a chance to remove the 19th century 'permanent
moral incapacity' clause which permitted the congress to so easily remove Martín Vizcarra from the
presidency.
It has not escaped notice that a high percentage of the people protesting in the streets are youth, who have
come to be known as the Bicentennial Generation. According to sociologist Noelia Chávez in an interview
with RPP Noticias, this is a generation that refuses to stay silent and let the usual politicians keep them from
imagining a different future. In concert with this, AIDESEP has requested an urgent meeting with Sagasti and
his interim government, proposing a discussion of new governmental actions with an aim to end racism,
ethnocide, and ecocide by the middle of the 21st century. The organization would also like to open up a
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dialogue around the need for measures to stop exploitation of the land and the murder of Indigenous
leaders, increase funds to combat COVID-19 in the Amazon, and prevent further deforestation. They also
seek to reintroduce the Plan de Acción Bicentenario de los Pueblos Indígenas Amazónicos, or the
Bicentennial Plan of Action of the Indigenous Communities of the Amazon, which outlines 30 objectives and
200 specific actions for the benefit of Indigenous communities of the Amazon and includes allocating 1% of
Perú’s 2021 budget to an Indigenous Amazon Fund. The plan had originally been presented in 2019 to thenPresident Martín Vizcarra, who had promised to consider implementing it. AIDESEP is joined in their
efforts by more than 300 organizations who are continuing to seek truth and justice for the Bicentennial
Generation and for all of Perú."
John Bartlett, "Chile’s Largest Indigenous Group Sees Opportunity in a New Constitution: Chile’s
Mapuche have long demanded official recognition of their culture and of their claims to ancestral lands. A
referendum over a new Constitution provides them a chance to be included," The New York Times, September 16,
2020, https://www.nytimes.com/2020/09/16/world/americas/chile-mapuche-constitution.html, reported, "The
long-simmering conflict between the Mapuche, Chile’s largest Indigenous group, and the government over
land rights and cultural recognition has escalated and spilled into violence in recent weeks, stoked by the
economic pain that followed the pandemic.
The clashes were condemned by the government. But the strife amplified public support for the
Mapuche’s demands and pushed their cause to the top of the political agenda just weeks before Chileans
decide whether to overhaul their Constitution, potentially creating the first opportunity in decades for
official recognition of Chile’s Indigenous communities."
The current Constitution of Chile makes no mention of the country's almost two million people, about 13
percent of the population.
King Philippe of Belgium sent a letter of apology to the President of the Democratic Republic of
Congo, in late June 2020, expressing his "deepest regrets" for the eight decades of brutal colonization of the
country with huge human and financial loss. This was the first apology by anyone in the Belgian royal family to
the Congo (Monika Pronczuk and Megan Specia, "King of Belgium Sends :Deepest Regrets" to Congo for History
of Colonial Brutality," The New York Times, July 1, 2020).
The alliance for Food Sovereignty in Africa has been using Indigenous knowledge combined with
modern sustainable organic technics to create an agroecology across Africa, varied for local conditions, that
is sustainable and outperforms industrial agriculture. It is a movement with more than 40 members in 50
countries reaching mor than 200 million people (Phillipa Pitts, "Flipping the Script: Changing the Future of
Food Production in Africa, an Interview with Million Belay," Cultural Survival Quarterly, September20, 2020).
"Noted Kenyan conservationist falsely accused of 'poaching,'” Survival International, July 20, 2020,
https://www.survivalinternational.org/news/12429, reported, "Noted Kenyan conservationist and Survival
International consultant Dr Mordecai Ogada has been threatened by armed guards and falsely accused of
'poaching.'
On Saturday July 18 Dr Ogada was driving along a public road north-west of Nanyuki (in the Mt
Kenya region) with his children. They had stopped and were looking at the animals nearby when they were
approached by a vehicle driven by an armed guard from the neighboring '. The guard told them to move on
and that they were not allowed to take photographs. Ogada refused. The guard radioed for reinforcements
and, pointing his rifle directly at Ogada and the children, said: 'Poachers are people like you.' Another
vehicle quickly arrived with more armed guards. Ogada dared them shoot, before driving off.
Dr Ogada, a writer and university lecturer, has lodged a formal complaint with the Ministry of
Tourism and Wildlife, which today called for an investigation into the incident.
Ol Jogi is one of nearly 60 private 'conservancies' in Kenya. Sited on land used by Maasai and
Samburu pastoralists, much of the territory around Nanyuki was taken from the herders and given by the
Crown to settlers after 1920 when Kenya became a British colony. By the 1990s, when farming was proving
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less profitable, many of these ranches were turned into 'conservancies' with the assistance of the
U.S. NGO The Nature Conservancy.
Ol Jogi was one of many which built luxury accommodation and a landing strip and flies tourists
directly in from Nairobi international airport. The minimum stay costs $34,200 to be shown an image of
'wild Africa' which is partly contrived. Many of the animals there, including rhinos, have been brought in
from other areas, including from South Africa. Ol Jogi is supported by Save the Rhino International.
Ol Jogi was owned by French billionaire and big game hunter, Alec Wildenstein, who died in 2008. The
family were acquitted of tax fraud and money laundering in France ten years later. The property is now owned by
his son, Alec Jr.
The British Army’s only African base is 20 miles away. It trains park guards in 'anti-poaching' work. When
he was Foreign Secretary, Boris Johnson visited the base in March 2017. The cabin where Prince William
proposed to Kate is about 40 miles from Ol Jogi.
Stephen Corry, Survival’s CEO, who knows where the incident took place, said today: 'Many so-called
'conservancies' are fiefdoms for the ultra-rich posing as conservation zones. They are just the latest manifestations
of an ecofascism which has lain at the heart of colonial conservation in Africa for a century. Many so-called
'poachers' are just locals going about their legitimate business. In some areas, they might be collecting plant
medicines or hunting to feed their families. In central Kenya, they are likely to be pastoralists trying to use their
traditional grazing grounds and routes to market. Threatening Mordecai Ogada reveals a scandal which needs to be
exposed, especially now as the big conservation NGOs want to turn 30% of the globe into 'protected areas', which
will entail more land theft, more militarization, and will impoverish hundreds of millions of people. It will arouse
such anger that it’ll lead to the end of conservation in Africa.'”
Abdi Latif Dahir, "Dozens Killed in Ethiopia in Schoolyard Massacre: Rights groups said at least 54 people
were killed in Sunday’s attack, which underscored how relations between Ethiopia’s ethnic groups are fraying,"
The New York Times, November 2, 2020, https://www.nytimes.com/2020/11/02/world/africa/ethiopia-schoolmassacre.html, reported on fraying relations among ethnic groups in Ethiopia, particularly between the
Oromo and the Amhara. The two groups consist of more than 60 percent of Ethiopia's 108 million people.
"Dozens of people were killed in Ethiopia over the weekend, when three villages were assaulted by an armed
rebel group, the government and human rights organizations said on Monday, the latest in a spate of attacks that
threaten the stability of Africa’s second-most populous nation.
The assailants [from the Oromo Liberation Army] late on Sunday killed at least 54 people from the
ethnic Amhara group in the Oromia region, Amnesty International said." The attackers looted and then
burned the three villages.
Abdi Latif Dahir, "Ethiopia’s Leader Escalates Assault on Tigray Region, Putting Civilians at Risk: Prime Minister
Abiy Ahmed said that a deadline for the region’s dissident leaders to surrender had lapsed. The conflict threatens
to destabilize the entire Horn of Africa," The New York Times, November 26, 2020,
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/11/26/world/africa/ethiopia-tigray-abiy-ahmed.html, reported that Prime Minister
Abiy Ahmed of Ethiopia "ratcheted up the conflict, ordering what he called a 'final' military assault on
Tigray’s capital and announcing that the deadline had passed for leaders of the governing party, the Tigray
People’s Liberation Front, to surrender."
"Humanitarian organizations are warning of large civilian casualties and waves of refugees in a
conflict that threatens to destabilize not just Ethiopia, but the entire Horn of Africa region."
Simon Marks and Declan Walsh, "From Shelled Ethiopian City, Doctors Tally Deaths and Plead for Help:
Ethiopia’s prime minister promised a swift, surgical military campaign in the restive province of Tigray. But
doctors in the regional capital reported civilian deaths, looting and a looming crisis," The New York Times,
December 4, 2020, https://www.nytimes.com/2020/12/03/world/africa/ethiopia-tigray-civilian-casualties.html,
reported, "After Ethiopian military forces captured the capital of the rebellious Tigray region last weekend,
Prime Minister Abiy Ahmed boasted that his forces had scored the victory without killing a single civilian.
But doctors at the city’s main hospital reached on Thursday painted a very different picture —
indiscriminate artillery barrages on civilian areas, looting by armed men and the deaths of at least 27
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civilians and injuries of more than 100." And while the prime minister proclaimed victory, rebel forces
withdrawn from the capitol to the suburbs were prepared to continue fighting, in what could become a
protracted guerilla war."
ICG, "Steering Ethiopia’s Tigray Crisis Away from Conflict," "Briefing 162 / Africa 30 October 2020,
https://www.crisisgroup.org/africa/horn-africa/ethiopia/b162-steering-ethiopias-tigray-crisis-away-conflict
commented, "A clash over budget transfers is the latest flashpoint in the bitter dispute between Ethiopian
federal authorities and their rivals in Tigray. To avoid the standoff triggering a damaging conflict, both
sides should back down and embrace comprehensive dialogue."
ICG, "Avoiding a Bloodbath in Ethiopia’s Mekelle," Alert / Africa 27 November 2020,
https://www.crisisgroup.org/africa/horn-africa/ethiopia/avoiding-bloodbath-ethiopias-mekelle,
commentes,
"Fighting between the Ethiopian army and Tigray forces has arrived near the region’s biggest city, home to
half a million residents. Addis Ababa should pause hostilities, all sides should minimise harm to civilians
and the AU should step up efforts to avert further bloodshed.
A humanitarian catastrophe may soon unfold in Mekelle, the capital of Ethiopia’s Tigray region.
Following the expiry of a 72-hour federal ultimatum demanding the Tigray government either surrender or face
attack, Prime Minister Abiy Ahmed announced he had authorised the Ethiopian army to begin an assault on the
city. The cost of a clash between two heavily armed forces in a metropolis of about 500,000 inhabitants could be
staggering. But it is not too late to avert more civilian deaths, nor to avoid a bloody confrontation that could inflict
lasting damage to the country. Following the African Union’s lead, the U.S., the European Union and the UN
Security Council should urge Addis Ababa to suspend the assault and convey to all sides that an already bloodsoaked military campaign would be enormously damaging to the country’s well-being and international repute.
Civilians in Tigray have paid a heavy price since the conflict began on 4 November. More than 40,000
refugees have fled west Tigray towns such as Humera and Dansha into eastern Sudan, with some having to
swim across rivers to get to safety. According to the United Nations, at least 600,000 people in Tigray
depended on food aid before the conflict and have not received their rations this month. Fuel and other
essentials are also running low in Mekelle. Thousands have died in the fighting, including many civilians as
well as security forces. The communications blackout and blockade of air and road access to the region from
within Ethiopia is affecting the humanitarian response. Federal forces and Sudanese troops are reported to
have shuttered Tigray’s main external supply line through eastern Sudan.
All sides are reported to have committed atrocities. An Ethiopian Human Rights
Commission preliminary report blamed Tigrayan militia for killing hundreds of mostly Amhara civilians in
Maykadra town in west Tigray on 9 November. Tigrayan refugees in camps have reported atrocities by Amhara
militia who have been fighting alongside the federal military, including in that same town.
Federal officials in Addis Ababa argue they are acting to bring to heel rebellious Tigrayan leaders whom
they accuse of undermining stability across Ethiopia since they were squeezed out of power at the national level in
2018. They maintain that the Tigray People’s Liberation Front (TPLF), Tigray’s ruling party, started the war by
killing dozens of soldiers in an attack on a federal military base on 4 November, and that Tigrayan leaders’
objective is to ensure they enjoy immunity for “past and present misdeeds” and continue to exercise control far in
excess of the TPLF’s limited nationwide support. They characterise the conflict as a “law and order operation”,
which they predict will end rapidly.
Addis Ababa is intent on securing a military victory and rejects the idea of negotiations, saying that
Tigray’s leaders cannot be allowed to get away with attacking the national military and violating the
constitution, which it claims occurred when Tigray ran a regional election in September in defiance of
federal rulings. Officials in Addis Ababa argue that allowing the TPLF to get away with its actions would set a
destabilising precedent that would incentivise future acts of rebellion. They claim that entering into dialogue would
reward the illegal actions of the TPLF, whose leadership they now label a “junta” or “clique”, for the 4 November
attacks, which they describe as a “treasonous act”. On 27 November, Abiy met three envoys appointed by AU
chair Cyril Ramaphosa and told them he would not engage in talks with the TPLF. He said dialogue with Tigray’s
ruling party would “nurture a culture of impunity with devastating cost to the survival of the country”.
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Although the Abiy administration has serious, legitimate grievances against Tigray’s leadership,
these cannot justify a course of action that carries enormous political and humanitarian risks. An attack on
Mekelle that does not allow enough time for civilians to leave the city or, in the event they do not leave, fails to
discriminate between them and combatants, would be a clear violation of international law and would badly
damage the Ethiopian government’s international reputation. The likely bloodbath that would ensue would deepen
the enmity between those facing off against each other and risk further alienating swathes of the civilian population
in Tigray. Tigrayan officers, civil servants and others reportedly are being ethnically profiled outside of Tigray,
and many echo the Tigrayan leaders’ claim that this is an attack on the entire group, a sentiment that may seed
support for secession.
Given what a military offensive by Addis Ababa – even one that is successful on its own terms –
would entail and what it would provoke, all sides should accept a deal to suspend hostilities. AU chair
Ramaphosa, who has consistently called for talks, should appeal to Prime Minister Abiy to scrap or at least
extend the ultimatum his government issued. The chances of a negotiated agreement to end the fighting, let
alone reach a longer-term solution to a bitter constitutional dispute, are vanishing quickly, given Addis
Ababa’s determination to secure control of the city and bring TPLF leaders to justice. Although it has lately
called for talks, the TPLF, too, raised its own obstacles to dialogue before the conflict by declaring the
federal government illegitimate. Ethiopia’s partners, from regional leaders to the AU to the EU and UN
Security Council members, should not give up in pointing out to Abiy’s government that Ethiopia’s
problems ultimately need to be resolved politically, through talks, and not through force.
The most urgent need now is to save lives. Entering a heavily populated metropolis with artillery and
air power, as an Ethiopian military spokesman warned federal forces will do imminently, would exact an
enormous, intolerable toll on civilians and badly damage Ethiopia’s international repute, at a time when
voices of concern from many of Ethiopia’s partners are growing. Addis Ababa should agree to pause
hostilities and, whether or not an offensive goes ahead, all sides should strictly respect international law,
which means doing everything feasible to avoid or minimise loss of civilian life and refraining from using
civilians as human shields. In parallel to efforts to avert a humanitarian crisis, Ethiopia’s partners should
continue to press the message that the answer to the country’s deep political fault lines will not come on the
battlefield."
Prevoiously:
What’s new? A clash over budget transfers is the latest flashpoint in a bitter dispute between Ethiopian
federal authorities and Tigray region’s government. Addis Ababa sees a September regional election Tigray held
despite a federal poll postponement as unlawful and consequently plans to redirect funding away from Tigray’s
executive, infuriating regional leaders.
Why does it matter? The standoff could trigger a damaging conflict that may even rip the Ethiopian
state asunder. Federal rulings have authorised military intervention in Tigray, which boasts its own large
regional security force. The worsening dispute is only one crisis among many rocking Ethiopia’s troubled
transition.
What should be done? Both sides should embrace comprehensive dialogue. To kickstart such a
process, the federal government should suspend the budgetary measures for now and Tigray should water
down its preconditions for talks, particularly that all jailed leaders must participate and a transitional
government assume power.
I. Overview
Ethiopian federal authorities and Tigray’s regional government are barrelling toward a major crisis.
In normal circumstances, Addis Ababa would transfer a budgetary allocation to Tigray on 4 November. But
in early October, the upper house of parliament asked the treasury to redirect funding away from Tigray’s
executive after it held regional elections the month before, in defiance of a federal order postponing
balloting nationwide due to the COVID-19 pandemic. The finance ministry has said it will instead send the
money directly to Tigray’s local administrations, bypassing the leadership in Mekelle, the region’s capital.
Tigray leaders say this would be unconstitutional, contrary to Ethiopia’s federal pact and thus “tantamount
to a declaration of war”. Cooler heads in Addis Ababa and Mekelle should work urgently to defuse this
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dangerous situation, which could lead to federal military intervention in Tigray and then a wider
conflagration. The cabinet should suspend the fiscal measures for now in order to buy time for talks, while
Tigray should relax conditions for dialogue."
Declan Walsh and Simon Marks, "Having Made Peace Abroad, Ethiopia’s Leader Goes to War at Home:
Prime Minister Abiy Ahmed, winner of the Nobel Peace Prize, began a sweeping military operation against one of
his
own
regions,"
The
New
York
Times,
November
5,
2020, https://www.nytimes.com/2020/11/04/world/africa/ethiopia-abiy-tigray.html, reported that Prime Minister
Abiy Ahmed of Ethiopia announced a major military operation against the country's region of Tigray, in
early November 2020, charging its leaders with “crossing the last red line.” "He issued a bellicose
declaration that sent waves of alarm across the region and stoked fears that Ethiopia — Africa’s secondmost populous country — was suddenly sliding toward a destructive civil war."
"Soon after Tigray’s internet and phone links went down, Mr. Abiy announced that he was deploying the
military and imposing a state of emergency in the region, effectively isolating it from rest of Ethiopia."
ICG, "Ethiopia's Clash with Tigray: Getting to a Ceasefire and National Dialogue," Alert / Africa 5
November 2020, https://www.crisisgroup.org/africa/horn-africa/ethiopia/ethiopias-clash-tigray-getting-ceasefireand-national-dialogue, commented, "With Ethiopian federal troops and Tigray’s paramilitary forces engaged
in armed conflict, local, regional and international actors should press for a ceasefire and chart a path to
comprehensive dialogue to avert civil war in Africa’s second most populous country.
Unless urgently halted, the ongoing armed confrontation between Ethiopia’s federal forces and those
commanded by the northern Tigray region’s leadership will be devastating not just for the country but for
the entire Horn of Africa. In a televised address on 4 November, Prime Minister Abiy Ahmed said he had
ordered the military to take action against the Tigray People’s Liberation Front (TPLF), the ruling party in the
country’s northernmost region, in retaliation for what he described as a TPLF attack on a federal military base
earlier that day. His office also announced a six-month state of emergency in Tigray. A war that many Ethiopians
feared was possible but hoped would never happen appears to be under way. Eminent Ethiopian statesmen, African
leaders and the country’s international partners need to urgently press Addis Ababa and the TPLF to cease fire and
enter unconditional discussions on sustaining a truce. As soon as the shooting stops, all sides should embrace a
comprehensive national dialogue that many within and outside Ethiopia view as the surest way of steadying its
troubled transition.
Tensions have been running high for months between the federal government and the TPLF, which
was a pre-eminent political force for three decades until Abiy took office in April 2018. A prolonged conflict,
which at this point looks plausible, would test the integrity of the Ethiopian state and armed forces, already
shaken by numerous outbreaks of violence across the federation. It could well draw neighbouring Eritrea –
whose President Isaias Afwerki is close to Abiy – into confrontation with the TPLF, a sworn enemy of
Asmara. The TPLF dominated the former ruling coalition of Ethiopia when it fought a war with Eritrea between
1998 and 2000.
Given the strength of Tigray’s security forces, the conflict could well be protracted. Tigray has a large
paramilitary force and a well-drilled local militia, thought to number perhaps 250,000 troops combined. The
region’s leadership also appears to enjoy significant support from Tigray’s approximately six million people, again
suggesting that war could be lengthy and bloody. Critically, as outlined in an October Crisis Group briefing,
conflict could test the national military’s cohesion, putting particular stress on the Northern Command, which is
based in Tigray. This unit has more than half the military’s personnel and mechanised divisions. It also has a large
proportion of Tigrayan officers.
In an address to the nation late on 4 November, Prime Minister Abiy said federal forces had made
substantial gains in the first round of clashes, although whether that is the case remains unclear. He said the army,
fighting alongside Amhara regional forces, had 'fought a historical battle' against what he described as 'traitors'
from the TPLF, adding that more operations were planned in the coming days. Information out of Tigray has been
limited after telecommunications in the region were cut in the hours after the conflict broke out. For its part, the
TPLF has issued a statement saying that Tigray would prevail in the conflict.
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Aside from the alleged TPLF attack on the military base, the immediate cause of the hostilities was a
constitutional dispute over delayed national elections that brought the spat between the federal and Tigray
authorities to a head. In June, the federal parliament ruled that all government terms should be extended past their
constitutional limits after the COVID-19 pandemic triggered the postponement of polls initially due in August.
Tigray rejected the extensions as unconstitutional and held its own regional elections on 9 September, in defiance
of the federal government. In response, Addis Ababa ruled Tigray’s leadership unlawful, while Tigray declared it
would no longer recognise Abiy’s administration after the first week of October, when its term would have expired
had polls not been postponed. The federal government then announced it would redirect budgetary allocations to
Tigray, which the TPLF retorted would be “tantamount to an act of war” in that it would undermine the country’s
federal arrangement.
The descent into conflict in the early hours of 4 November was sudden but predictable. Both sides have
engaged in escalatory conduct for weeks and hostilities were preceded by reports of Ethiopian federal troop buildups on Tigray’s southern flanks, as well as by Eritrean forces on the border with Tigray’s north. On 2 November,
Tigray’s president told the region to prepare for war, while the next day the federal parliament, in a move that all
but closed the door to a negotiated resolution, said Tigray’s ruling party should be designated a terrorist group. In
his 4 November statement, Prime Minister Abiy said the military was forced to launch the war to “save the
country” and condemned what he called months of TPLF “provocation and incitement”.
Given the likely catastrophic consequences of the conflict for both Ethiopia and the region, it is
essential that all sides step back and halt hostilities before it is too late. Neither party stands to profit from
war. Even if Ethiopian troops oust the TPLF leadership quickly, which appears unlikely, TPLF loyalists –
some of them hardened veterans of a rebellion that brought them to power in 1991 – would probably mount
sustained armed resistance. Meanwhile, the federal government’s use of force against a regional ruling
party that says it is asserting self-rule rights protected by Ethiopia’s constitution could further destabilise
the country. It may provoke political factions outside Tigray to step up efforts to safeguard their own groups’
autonomy in the face of what they view as an overbearing central government.
Ethiopia’s size and importance means that a lengthy war would reverberate well beyond its borders. The
country is Africa’s second most populous country and pivotal to stability in the Horn of Africa. If Eritrea enters to
support Addis Ababa, it would internationalise the conflict and could draw in different Sudanese constituencies,
each of which has reasons to back Addis Ababa, Mekelle or Asmara. Sustained fighting would send tens of
thousands of refugees into neighbouring countries, and possibly leave a security vacuum in Somalia, where
Ethiopian troops are deployed as part of an African Union (AU) mission to help the government in Mogadishu
defeat the Al-Shabaab insurgency.
Immediate, concerted mediation – local, regional and international – is needed to avert a descent into
a broader crisis. To halt the fighting, eminent Ethiopian figures, including former military leaders and
senior diplomats who have been trying to bridge the gaps between Addis Ababa and Mekelle, as well as
Ethiopia’s international partners, notably Horn of Africa states, the AU, the European Union (EU),
European governments and the UN, should press all sides to agree to a ceasefire and hold talks to maintain
the truce. The next steps must include comprehensive and inclusive dialogue to bridge Ethiopia’s many fault
lines. Given the severity of the crisis, jailed opposition leaders should participate in the talks in order to
maximise chances of success. The dialogue needs to also discuss ways to end the ethnic killings that have
become almost routine across the country. The dangers were highlighted yet again by the gruesome murder
of dozens of Amhara civilians on 2 November in Oromia region.
International actors, many of whom have heavily supported Abiy since he took power, need to lean
heavily on the Ethiopian government to persuade it that force cannot bring a sustainable solution to either
the Tigray dispute or Ethiopia’s broader challenges. Instead, Addis Ababa urgently needs to accept, as
already suggested by both the AU and EU, a national dialogue with all relevant political actors. The
alternative could be a return to the long-running conflicts of the past that ruined millions of lives."
Simon Marks and Eric Nagourney, "As Fighting Rages in Ethiopia, Aid Groups Plead for Access to
Refugees: Blocked roads, cut communications, intensifying combat: Aid groups say they stand ready to help
people caught in the Ethiopian fighting, if only they could," The New York Times, November 17, 2020,
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https://www.nytimes.com/2020/11/17/world/africa/ethiopia-tigray-refugees.html, reported, "Even before fighting
started in November between the Ethiopian government and powerful military forces in the country’s
northern region of Tigray, the area was home to as many as 200,000 refugees and displaced people,
according to United Nations agencies.
Now, with airstrikes increasing and the conflict intensifying, international aid groups say that tens of
thousands more people are fleeing. But the organizations say that they have been prevented from helping."
Simon Marks and Abdi Latif Dahir, "As War Goes On in Ethiopia, Ethnic Harassment Is on the Rise:
Ethnic Tigray people all over the country report an increase in discrimination and abuse from the authorities," The
New York Times, December 12, 2020, https://www.nytimes.com/2020/12/12/world/africa/Ethiopia-Tigrayethnic.html, reported, "Tigrayans belong to one of about eight major ethnic groups in Ethiopia, and for nearly
three decades, they were the dominant force in the country’s politics. But life for many Tigrayans began to
change in early November after Ethiopia’s prime minister, Abiy Ahmed, launched a military operation in
the northern region of Tigray, whose leaders have resisted Mr. Abiy’s drive to centralize power in the federal
government."
"Since then, many ethnic Tigrayans who live in the capital and other parts of Ethiopia say they have
been treated like criminal suspects and subjected to various forms of discrimination, harassment and abuse
by government officials."
IGC, "DR Congo: Ending the Cycle of Violence in Ituri," Report 292 / Africa 15 July 2020,
https://www.crisisgroup.org/africa/central-africa/democratic-republic-congo/292-republique-democratique-ducongo-en-finir-avec-la-violence-cyclique-en-ituri, commented, "Since late 2017, renewed violence in Ituri has
revived rivalries between Hema and Lendu and affected other communities, with broader regional
implications. President Tshisekedi's government should negotiate the surrender of the Lendu militias and
encourage the Quadripartite Summit to put the conflict on its agenda.
What’s new? Since late 2017, armed groups, predominantly from the Lendu ethnic farming community,
have committed deadly attacks in the Democratic Republic of the Congo’s Ituri province. Initial targets were
members of the neighbouring Hema community, who are mostly herders, and the Congolese armed forces. But
attacks are now increasingly indiscriminate.
Why does it matter? The escalating violence has revived historical rivalries between the Hema and
Lendu, who fought each other during the 1999-2003 war. The involvement of actors from the adjacent
province of North Kivu, and even from neighbouring countries, could exacerbate the challenges faced by
President Félix Tshisekedi.
What should be done? Kinshasa should aim to negotiate the surrender of Lendu militias as part of a
broader dialogue between the Hema, Lendu and other communities. The Quadripartite Summit that brings
together the DRC and its neighbours – Angola, Rwanda and Uganda – could help address the conflict’s
regional dimensions.
Executive Summary
Since December 2017, violence in the province of Ituri, in the north east of the Democratic Republic of
Congo (DRC), has left nearly 1,000 people dead and half a million displaced. Breaking out in the territory of
Djugu, small-scale attacks first pitted the two main communities in Ituri, the Hema and Lendu, against each other.
Subsequently, Lendu militias targeted the Hema, and then the national army, before attacking nearby territories.
External actors, including from North Kivu province and bordering countries, are also involved. To stem a
dangerous escalation, the Congolese government should focus on a strategy aimed at negotiating the
demobilisation of Lendu militias while supporting a broader dialogue between the Hema, Lendu and other
communities in Ituri. Congolese President Félix Tshisekedi should simultaneously work with neighbouring
countries to halt support from actors in the region for the attackers.
The current crisis differs from the 1999-2003 conflict in Ituri, during which Hema and Lendu
communities participated in massacres undertaken by associated militias. Today, most assailants are
recruited from within the Lendu community and brought together in an association of militias, the
Cooperative for the Development of the Congo. In contrast to the previous conflict, Lendu leaders have
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distanced themselves from these militias. Still, given the limits of the government’s military response, the
possibility of escalating ethnic violence cannot be dismissed. Lendu militias continue to expand. Thus far,
the Hema have not mounted systematic reprisals, but they do not rule out mobilising their youth if attacks
continue. Young Hema have organised into self-defence groups and erected roadblocks in Ituri, which
should be seen as forewarning of the risk of ethnic confrontation.
The clashes in Ituri could have multiple ramifications. With its growing violence, the province has
already attracted fighters from neighbouring North Kivu, the epicentre of insecurity in the eastern DRC.
Members of former rebel movements, including some cohorts of the M23 group largely based in Uganda,
have also sought to profit from ethnic tensions in Ituri and North Kivu and interfere in the conflict.
Furthermore, the violence is exacerbating tensions between Rwanda and Uganda, each of which played an
important role in the Ituri war of 1999-2003. The two countries now accuse each other of supporting armed
groups in the eastern DRC. A COVID-19 outbreak in March 2020 in Irumu, a territory bordering North
Kivu, risks spreading, which could further weaken authorities faced with a double threat of disease and
unrest.
A number of steps could help to break the cycle of violence in Ituri and prevent outside interference:
The government should resume dialogue with those militias in Ituri that have already expressed willingness
to surrender under the right conditions. It should also pursue a dialogue with other militias involved in the Ituri
violence to pursue their demobilisation. In order to reach a broad consensus on disarmament methods (including on
the issue of amnesty), the government should support the mediation efforts of Ituri deputies’ caucus in the National
Assembly.
Kinshasa should prioritise the reintegration of militiamen into civilian life, in particular by setting up a
framework for support and training to provide them with alternative livelihoods.
Provincial and national authorities should foster talks between the Hema and Lendu communities by
inviting traditional chieftains and other eminent figures to discuss local issues – such as land disputes – that
generate violence and identify measures to better manage security on the ground. Subsequently, Kinshasa should
organise a broad dialogue in Ituri, including communities not directly involved in the crisis, to ensure that these
measures meet the population’s general expectations.
In order to advance Ituri’s development and security, Kinshasa should set up a special fund for the region,
and, as far as possible, mobilise bilateral partners and the World Bank to contribute.
Congolese President Tshisekedi should put the Ituri conflict on the agenda for the next Quadripartite
Summit, which will bring together Angola, the DRC, Rwanda and Uganda. He and his Angolan counterpart, João
Lourenço, should press Rwanda and Uganda to use this forum to discuss reciprocal accusations of aid to armed
groups in the eastern DRC, including in Ituri, and commit to ending this support.
Until these steps are taken, the conflict risks escalating in the years to come. A long-term solution to
the Ituri crisis would help break the cycle of violence in the eastern DRC and ease tensions in the Great
Lakes region."
"8 Indigenous Batwa Criminalized in DRC for Presence on Ancestral Land within Conservation Zone,"
Cultural Survival, June 18, 2020, https://www.culturalsurvival.org/news/8-indigenous-batwa-criminalized-drcpresence-ancestral-land-within-conservation-zone, reported, "For the past 40 years, after the eviction of around
6,000 Batwa people from Kahuzi Biega National Park (PNKB), the Batwa people have suffered extreme
poverty and wrongful treatment at the hands of PNKB. Since, the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC)
has made no attempt to find the community similar lands, and when the Batwa do try to regain lands in the
park or access to traditional resources, park officials have responded with undue force, arresting and even
killing those who would not back down. Today, the DRC continues to violate Batwa people’s human rights
under the claim of environmental conservation, despite the well-known fact that Indigenous Peoples’ land
rights are essential for the protection of ecosystems across the globe.
Although there have been attempts to reach an agreement between the Batwa and the DRC, these have
proved one-sided and unsuccessful. In 2014, the two parties began a Whakatane process, which, developed by
IUCN in 2011, aims 'to address and redress the effects of historic and current injustices against indigenous peoples
in the name of conservation.' This established a dialogue between the Batwa and PNKB, as well as promises that
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the Provincial and Park Authorities would meet the immediate needs of the Batwa. The long-term goal of the
roadmap is greater community management and allowing collective land ownership, and the Batwa have
since written sustainability bylaws and made clear efforts to develop plans for the land if returned to them.
Yet, the DRC has not formally recognized the rights of the Batwa inside PNKB, and continues
to criminalize and kill the Batwa who enter their ancestral lands. Moreover, PNKB has paid community
members to testify against those arrested, as well as arrested those who support Indigenous land defenders,
blatantly engaging in coercive and threatening measures to stifle community efforts to regain their
traditional lands.
In February 2020, a military tribunal sentenced six Indigenous Batwa men and two Batwa women to
15 years and 1 year in prison, respectively. The violation of due process that these individuals experienced
began from the time they were arrested up until their sentencing. First, the defendants were not allowed to
select their own counsel, and the counsel they were assigned was given no time to prepare a defense. Next, during
the one-day trial, the defendants were not allowed to present witness, evidence, or counterarguments to the
prosecution’s claims. Finally, the ruling and sentence were delivered after only 20 minutes of deliberation. All of
this occurred within a 10-day window, from the arrests on the 24th and 25th of January to the trial on the 4th of
February. Moreover, in prison, the defendants do not have access to proper food or space to sleep.
The removal of the Batwa people from their land and subsequent attempts on the part of the DRC’s
government to criminalize, through wrongful arrest and conviction of those who reenter their ancestral lands, is in
clear violation of the Batwa’s traditional land rights as stipulated in the UN Declaration on the Rights of
Indigenous Peoples, which was endorsed by the DRC in 2007, and in violation of the plans laid forth in the
Whakatane mechanism. This trial only demonstrates how in addition to the violation of land rights, the government
is ignoring the right to due process, one of the most fundamental rights of anyone accused of a crime.
Cultural Survival stands with the Batwa Peoples and calls on the Democratic Republic of the Congo to
immediately release the eight Batwa prisoners, and to re-engage in good faith negotiations regarding Batwa land
rights and co-management of conservation areas within the Kahuzi Biega National Park."
Ruth Maclean, "When the Soldiers Meant to Protect You Instead Come to Kill: Extremists and vigilantes
are killing civilians in the West African nation of Burkina Faso, but so are soldiers, sowing fear and suspicion in a
country that had once prided itself on its strong social fabric. We traveled to the country’s volatile far north to
investigate the abuses," The New York Times,
June
22,
2020,
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/06/22/world/africa/burkina-faso-terrorism.html, reported on the complex conflict
that in part involves religion and in part pits Mossis against Fulanis, but involves other factors including the
larger conflict in the Sahel, "Over the past four years, Burkina Faso has fallen into chaos, with gunmen
robbing, killing and threatening some of the poorest citizens in this landlocked West African nation, and
causing 850,000 to flee their homes.
Some of the gunmen are terrorists, loosely allied with the Islamic State or Al Qaeda.
Some are bandits.
Some are vigilantes.
It is seldom spoken of, and the government denies it, but some are soldiers in Burkina Faso’s armed
forces."
IGC, "Easing Cameroon’s Ethno-political Tensions, On and Offline ," Report 295 / Africa 3 December
2020, https://www.crisisgroup.org/africa/central-africa/cameroon/295-easing-cameroons-ethno-political-tensionsand-offline, commented, "Two years after Cameroon’s contested presidential election, political rivalry has
taken a worrying direction as the incumbent’s supporters trade ethnic slurs with backers of his main
challenger. The government should undertake electoral reforms, bar discrimination and work with social
media platforms to curtail hate speech.
What’s new? Cameroon’s opposition leader Maurice Kamto continues to dispute the 2018
presidential election results, while his supporters and President Paul Biya’s exchange invective that often
descends into ethnic slurs. Fuelled by online trolling, such hate speech is leading to violence.

251

Why does it matter? Tensions between the Biya and Kamto camps, increasingly framed along ethnic
lines, threaten national stability, already rocked by the separatist insurgency in the country’s Anglophone
regions. These strains risk tearing at Cameroon’s national fabric, with more bloodshed likely if the
government takes no corrective action.
What Should Be Done? The government should correct deficiencies in the electoral system that
undermined the 2018 elections and outlaw ethnic discrimination. Facebook, the country’s most used social
media platform, should work with the government, opposition and civil society to limit inflammatory
content or misinformation lest intercommunal relations break down further.
Executive Summary
Political and ethnic tensions unleashed by the disputed 2018 presidential election still roil Cameroon,
already facing a separatist insurgency in its Anglophone regions. Defeated opposition politician Maurice Kamto
continues to challenge the vote’s outcome, while President Paul Biya shows no sign of wanting to relinquish power
after 38 years in office. Their supporters are now insulting each other with ethnic slurs online, especially in the
country’s most popular social media forum, Facebook. Ethnic strains are rising alongside hate speech, trends that,
if they escalate, could endanger Cameroon’s stability. To cool things down, the government should enter talks with
its opponents about the electoral system and move to make that system fairer. It should introduce legislation
barring ethnic discrimination and empower the National Commission for the Promotion of Bilingualism and
Multiculturalism to enforce quotas for the country’s many ethnic groups in public institutions. For its part,
Facebook should do more to filter out hate speech and promote verified content to limit the spread of
misinformation.
The dispute over the 2018 presidential vote, which many observers, including the Catholic Church,
criticised as flawed, continues to shape Cameroonian politics. Since electoral authorities declared him
runner-up to Biya, Kamto has contested the result, culminating in his February 2019 arrest on charges of
insurrection, sedition and inciting violence. Even after leaving prison in October 2019, he has regularly
lambasted the government for its failure to reform the electoral system. He and his party boycotted municipal
and parliamentary elections in February 2020. Their abstention left the ruling party with an overwhelming majority
in parliament, meaning that the government’s main rivals are not there to engage it in debate about the country’s
major problems.
Kamto and his allies continue to butt heads with the government on the country’s most divisive
issues. Kamto, himself part of Cameroon’s Francophone majority, criticises the government for holding
elections in which few Anglophones could vote due to violence and a separatist-led boycott. He accuses Biya
of mishandling the Anglophone crisis by prioritising force over dialogue. During street protests, he has
advocated for the release of jailed separatist leaders, leading the government to depict him as a dangerous rabble
rouser. Among both Biya’s supporters and Kamto’s, many frame the political dispute as a competition for power
between their respective ethnic groups – between, on one hand, Biya’s Bulu group, indigenous to the Francophone
South region, and the Beti of the Francophone Centre with whom the Bulu identify; and, on the other, Kamto’s
Bamileke, indigenous to the Francophone West.
The COVID-19 pandemic and regional elections that the government has called for in December
have only exacerbated tensions. Kamto asked parliament to vote on whether the president, who was absent from
public view for some weeks when coronavirus infections started to spread, was still fit to govern. On 22
September, after Biya announced that elections of regional councillors would take place in two months’ time,
Kamto launched peaceful street protests with the stated aim of ousting the president.
As the political temperature has risen, Cameroonian politicians and the public are making more use of
social media to press home their messaging and their views. While the growth of social media has been a boon for
free speech, the sector is weakly regulated. Activists of all political persuasions use it to propagate misinformation,
widen ethnic divides and even incite violence. Inflammatory content online pitting Bulu and Beti against Bamileke
has stoked tensions. Online videos of anti-Biya protests in Geneva in June 2019 prompted MPs from the South –
largely Biya loyalists – to accuse emigres from the West, who are generally regarded as Kamto supporters, of
tribalism. Violence broke out among these groups in Sangmelima in the South in October 2019, although it caused
no fatalities. While it is hard to make a direct causal link, the juxtaposition of online antagonism and real-life
skirmishes raises concern that the former could stoke the latter.
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Neither side has taken action to temper its supporters’ rhetoric. Senior Cameroonian officials voice
concerns over the online vitriol but have done little to reduce it. Any action the government takes in the name of
curbing hate speech is usually a smokescreen for repressing its opponents. As for the opposition, it has done little
to moderate its supporters’ tone, either, instead blaming the government for tribalising politics to sow division
among Cameroonians who oppose Biya. For their part, national communications watchdogs remain underresourced and distrusted by the public, without clear mandates to tackle what could be a threat not just to the
government but to the country’s stability. Facebook itself does not devote adequate resources to stopping toxic
online discourse.
If the logic of ethnic politics takes root, today’s tensions could extend into still worse inter-ethnic
disputes as the ruling party and opposition position themselves for the end of Biya’s presidency. Such a
scenario could pose a grave threat to a country that counts over 250 ethnic communities. It would be particularly
tragic given that intercommunal relations have traditionally been reasonably harmonious, at least nationally (there
have been frequent bouts of local ethnic violence, usually over land). The government, opposition and social
media companies can all play a role in soothing frictions:
First and foremost, the government should initiate dialogue with the opposition outside parliament to build
consensus on electoral reform. President Biya and his party have little enthusiasm for such reform, but it appears to
be the only way to bridge the widening gulf between them and their rivals. Without it, opposition frustration will
grow and feed even more ethnic division, a genie that at some point will be hard to put back in the bottle. Reforms
might include introduction of a single ballot, as opposed to the multiple ballot system Cameroon currently uses that
is open to manipulation, a more independent national elections body, timelier and more transparent election
results.
The government should bar ethnic discrimination in public-sector employment by introducing amendments
to expand the scope of the law proscribing “contempt of tribe”. It should also reform the National Commission for
the Promotion of Bilingualism and Multiculturalism, a body established in 2017 but which is under-resourced and
currently only has an advisory role, to redress such discrimination.Facebook should ramp up its capacity –
including through hiring more content moderators familiar with Cameroonian political culture – to sift through
online content and identify inflammatory posts, with the aim of more proactively censoring such material. It should
increase its outreach to actors across the political spectrum and work with them to better evaluate toxic content.
For their part, the government and opposition parties should push their supporters to adopt responsible online
community standards.
Working with government institutions, the opposition and civil society actors, Facebook should redouble
efforts to ensure that it has verified their pages. By promoting verified pages, the company can assist users in
differentiating bona fide information sources from misinformation.
Obstacles stand in the way of such steps. President Biya himself may resist measures he perceives as
jeopardising his position. Many in the ruling party, with their eye on keeping power after Biya’s departure,
will feel the same. Politicians on all sides have been too slow to condemn divisive rhetoric. Moreover,
trusting the government alone to curb inflammatory speech would run the risk that it would use such
measures to crack down on rivals. Outside pressure, for the most part behind the scenes, from those with
influence in Cameroon – notably the U.S., the African Union, France and other European countries – will be
crucial in pushing for electoral reform.
Still, both camps possess politicians who recognise the danger. President Biya himself should be wary
of leaving behind a country riven apart not only by fighting and mounting separatist sentiment in
Anglophone areas but also by wider tensions endangering Cameroon’s historically relatively amicable interethnic relations. Acting now to mend fences with his opponents and cooperating with Facebook to stem hate
speech would go some way toward minimising that risk."
Chris Buckley and Austin Ramzy, "China Is Erasing Mosques and Precious Shrines in Xinjiang," The New
York Times, September, 25, 2020, https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2020/09/25/world/asia/xinjiang-chinareligious-site.html, reported, "The Chinese authorities have been moving steadily over the years to restrict
Muslim pilgrimages and other activity among the ethnic groups in Xinjiang, that were vibrant in 2008 and
2009. "Even then the authorities were trying to limit the crowds at the shrine with checkpoints. By 2014,
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pilgrims had been almost entirely banned. And by last year, much of the shrine had been demolished.
Wooden fences and poles that once encircled the tomb and held fluttering prayer flags had been torn down.
Satellite images show that a mosque at the site was leveled. All that remained was the mud-brick building marking
the tomb of Imam Asim, which appeared to be intact amid the ruins."
"The Chinese authorities have in recent years closed and demolished many of the major shrines,
mosques and other holy sites across Xinjiang that have long preserved the culture and Islamic beliefs of the
region’s Muslims."
Amy Qin, "Curbs on Mongolian Language Teaching Prompt Large Protests in China: 'Mongolian is our
mother language,' the students shouted. Rights activists say the demonstrations are the biggest in the northern
region
since
2011,"
The
New
York
Times,
August
31,
2020,
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/08/31/world/asia/china-protest-mongolian-language-schools.html,
reported,
"Thousands of ethnic Mongolians in northern China have gathered outside schools to protest a new policy
that would reduce the teaching of their language in favor of Chinese, according to rights groups, a rare display
of mass discontent in the border region.
The demonstrations, which began late last week, are focused on an education policy announced this
summer, which calls for Chinese to gradually replace Mongolian as the language of instruction in three
subjects in elementary and middle schools around the Inner Mongolia region."
Par Soutik Biswas ,"Coronavirus from India: Covid strikes remote tribe of Greater Andaman," FR24 News,
August 27, 2020, https://www.fr24news.com/a/2020/08/coronavirus-from-india-covid-strikes-remote-tribe-ofgreater-andaman-2.html, reported that COVID-19 from India has sickened four of the 53 members of the
remote Greater Andaman Tribe in the Andaman Islands. This is a deadly threat to the entire population.
Par Soutik Biswas, "A remote tribe in the Indian archipelago of Andamans has recorded its first cases of
coronavirus,
BBC
News,
August
27,
2020,
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-india53925071?intlink_from_url=https://www.bbc.com/news/explainers&link_location=live-reporting-story, reported,
"Four members of the Greater Andamanese tribe have tested positive for Covid-19, a health official told the
BBC.
Two of them were admitted to hospital, while the other two were quarantined in a health center.
The Greater Andamanese is believed to have a population of 53 and live on one of the archipelago’s 37
populated islands bordered by coral reefs."
"Killed for gathering snails in National Park: indigenous man beaten to death by soldiers," Survival
International, July 29, 2020, https://www.survivalinternational.org/news/12434, reported, "A Chepang indigenous
man in Nepal has reportedly been killed by soldiers after collecting snails in Chitwan National Park.
Park authorities and soldiers have also burnt down some Chepang houses and destroyed others,
leaving ten families homeless during the monsoon.
Raj Kumar Chepang, 24, died on July 22 from what are believed to be injuries inflicted by soldiers who
beat and tortured him and four friends for entering the National Park without permission.
Raj Kumar’s mother, Aaitimaya Chepang, said: “My son was beaten to death. I need justice for this
inhuman act.” She added: “Raj Kumar’s biggest crime was that he could not see his family starving and went to
search for food in the jungle.”
The families whose homes were burnt down reported that they were not even given a chance to
rescue food, money and vital documents before their homes were torched.
This brutal and forced eviction, which has left ten families homeless during the monsoon and global
pandemic has drawn widespread criticism.
Local Tharu indigenous activist Birendra Mahato condemned both the killing and the destruction of the
Chepang houses and asked why none of the international NGOs working in the area, like WWF and ZSL,
have spoken out against these atrocities. He said: 'They say they help the communities, but they’re only
serious about the wild animals, they don’t care about the human rights of the people.'
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Turning a blind eye to human rights violations is nothing new for conservation organisations in Nepal and
elsewhere. When Shikharam Chaudhary, a Tharu man, was beaten to death by rangers in Chitwan National Park in
2006, far from speaking out against the abuse, WWF Nepal instead demanded the charges against the guards be
dropped.
Survival’s Senior Researcher, Sophie Grig said: 'These are horrific acts which should be roundly
condemned, and swiftly punished. Unfortunately, none of it comes as a surprise to those watching colonial
conservation in practice across the world. These atrocities, which the big conservation organisations
like WCS and WWF never denounce, are all too common and have to be stopped.'”
Dev Kumar Sunuwar, "Chepang Families Still Waiting for Housing After Conservation Officials Burned
Down
Their
Homes
in
Nepal,"
Cultural
Survival,
November
4,
2020,
https://www.culturalsurvival.org/news/chepang-families-still-waiting-housing-after-conservation-officials-burneddown-their-homes, reported, "Almost four months have passed since Chitwan National Park authorities
forcefully attempted to evict ten Chepang families from buffer zones in South Central Nepal by burning
down and destroying their houses. Landless Chepang families are still awaiting permanent housing
promised by many, including the government, following the incident.
On July 18, 2020, employees of the Chitwan National Park, led by a warden, burned down two houses
and destroyed eight others using hordes of elephants to evict Chepang families living in Kusum Khola, in
Madi Municipality-9, Chitwan district. Ten families were rendered homeless and almost all families lost
their official documents, money, and other possessions in the incident.
Kusum Khola is a remote area only reached after about a two-hour drive from Bharatpur to Bagai and then
by walking for over three hours on foot. There is no access to transportation in the region.
Though Kusum Khola lies in a buffer zone of the Chitwan National Park, a UNESCO world heritage
site, 160 Chepang families from the Makawanpur and Tanahu districts had descended to and are living
there, after their houses were destroyed by massive landslides. They could not afford to buy private land,
thus had built thatched houses in Kusum Khola areas. The park officials have committed atrocities against
Chepang families time and again continue to chase them away from the buffer zone.
In Madi municipality, the local government had already relocated 150 Chepang families in Raidanda,
Gairigau, Shivadwar and Pyauli, and was also preparing to relocate the remaining 10 families too, according to
Thakur Prasad Dhakal, mayor of Madi.
'New houses being built for them in Pyauli were stopped by Park authorities, as the area also lies in the
buffer zone. Thus the relocation program was halted and I have already communicated with the families to
continue living in Kusum Khola until we find a solution,' says Dhakal, adding, 'they were living there not by
choice but because the houses slated for them were incomplete due to the Park’s order.'
Moreover, Mayor Dhakal said that the Park authorities destroyed Chepang houses without
coordinating with the municipal office at a time when plans were being drawn to manage the Chepang
families’ housing needs.
“Chepang Peoples are also citizens of this country. We have rights to live in this country. We do not have
private lands to build our houses. We do not have money to buy private land, either. So, where do we go? If the
government has problem with us living inside a protected area, it should better show us where we can build our
huts,” says Jitendra Chepang, chairperson of Nepal Chepang Association, an umbrella organization of Chepang
Indigenous Peoples. Chepang adds, 'But the government has never told us where we can go, so we have
been wandering. This is an injustice; we do not accept it.'
Nepal has as many as 12 national parks, 1 wildlife reserve, 1 hunting reserve, 6 protected areas and
13 buffer zones. In all these protected and conservation areas, Indigenous Peoples have been suffering
multiple violations. The July incident in Chitwan is just the latest example that shows how Indigenous
Peoples have been victimized in the name conservation in Nepal.
The Park’s move to evict landless Chepang families of Kusum Khola by vandalism, especially when the
country is going through COVID-19 pandemic has drawn widespread criticism. Following the incident, the Madi
municipality issued a press statement condemning the Park’s act of displacing Chepang families and expressed
commitments to reinitiate the construction of houses and provide housing as soon as possible.
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Similarly, on July 27, a group comprising 14 human rights lawyers filed a petition in the Supreme
Court demanding to stop forceful eviction of landless Chepang people until a lasting settlement is secured
and to issue an order to the Home Ministry to form an investigation team and take action against Park
officials. The case now is pending for hearing at the Court.
The National Human Rights Commission (NHRC) also formed a probe team which conducted a field
visit for investigation into the forceful eviction. They issued a statement urging the government to 'provide
them shelter at the earliest and ensure their right to housing, equally to provide them a due compensation.'
Park officials first denied the demolition of homes of Chepang families. But later, minister of Forests and
Environment, Shakti Bahadur Basnet, stated, 'It is the cowsheds, not the houses, had been burned.'
Following the massive coverage and vehement criticism of the incident nationally and internationally,
the Ministry of Forests and Environment also formed a probe team, conducted a field visit, and prepared a
report. Additionally, the Ministry of Forests and Environment transferred the chief warden of the Park, Narayan
Prasad Rupakheti, to the Department of National Parks and Wildlife Conservation.
Similarly, a team of parliamentarians, led by Purna Kumari Subedi also conducted a field visit, and
submitted a report to the parliamentary committee on human rights violations. However, none of the factfinding missions have made their reports public nor has there been any efforts made to ensure the Chepang
families’ rights to shelter.
Chepang Peoples number 68,399 people and are spread across 9 districts. Traditionally nomadic
communities, about 90 percent of Chepang do not own land and hunting, shifting cultivation, and foraging for wild
roots and foods are their source of sustenance.
The 2015 Constitution of Nepal guarantees the right to housing as a fundamental human right. Article 37,
the provision on the “right relating to housing” provides two guarantees. Firstly, it guarantees that 'every citizen
shall have the right to appropriate housing' and secondly, it states, 'no citizen shall be evicted from the residence
owned by him or her nor shall his or her residence be infringed except in accordance with law.'
Similarly, in order to provide a legislative framework for implementation of fundamental rights guaranteed
in the Constitution, the government also enacted the 2018 Right to Housing Act 2018. The preamble of Act
mentions that the legislation has been brought into force to guarantee every homeless citizen appropriate housing.
The right to housing also has been recognized as part of the human right to an adequate standard of living
in the 1948 Universal Declaration of Human Rights and in the Article 11 of the 1966 International Covenant on
Economic, Social and Cultural Rights. Similarly, the ILO Convention 169 and UN Declaration on the Rights of
Indigenous Peoples specifically refer to Indigenous Peoples’ right to housing. The right to housing thus
undoubtedly is the right of Indigenous Peoples, including Chepang Peoples, to live somewhere in security and
peace and with dignity. But the incidents involving Chepang families in the name of conservation, contradict the
Constitution as well as national and international laws.
Chepang families whose homes were destroyed were living in a temporary shelter in a school hotel nearby
for a few weeks. They later returned to Kusum Khola and rebuilt temporary thatched huts and were living with fear
of suffering the same fate again. Former member of the Constituent Assembly, Govinda Ram Chepang, says, “Not
the reports and recommendations, but Chepang families, who have been forcibly evicted, are looking forward to
seeing an effective remedy, including an adequate alternative housing and compensation as soon as possible.”
Dev Kumar Sunuwar, "United Nations Praises Community Media in Nepal for COVID-19 Response,"
Cultural Survival, August 17, 2020, https://www.culturalsurvival.org/news/united-nations-praises-communitymedia-nepal-covid-19-response, reported, "At a time when Indigenous Peoples of Nepal are said to have been
deprived of life-saving messages during the COVID-19 pandemic, the Indigenous Community Radio
Network (ICRN), a partner of Cultural Survival, produced health messages in several Indigenous languages
and broadcast them on 24 Indigenous community radio stations, reaching remotely residing communities.
ICRN is an umbrella organization of Indigenous-led community radio stations which aims to enhance the
capacity of its members, to help transform Nepalese Indigenous communities, especially in relation to access
to information in Indigenous languages and to promote freedom of expression.
The work of ICRN for disseminating important messages about the COVID-19 into various
Indigenous languages has been praised by the Office of the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights
256

(OHCHR) as one of the 'promising practices' for responding to the pandemic. In a June 29 newsletter titled
“COVID-19 and Indigenous Peoples’ Rights”, OHCHR commended the works of ICRN.
The newsletter reads, 'the health rights of Indigenous Peoples were already at risk prior to the pandemic,
and the vulnerable situation they are in has been exacerbated by the crisis, as the underlying challenges have not
been addressed. In particular, Indigenous communities are often located in remote regions, usually left behind with
limited or not access to healthcare and media support.'
ICRN, with the financial support from Cultural Survival’s Community Media Grants Project, produced
PSAs in 18 Indigenous languages: Gurung, Tamang, Sunuwar, Newar, Limbu, Uranw, Hyolmo, Magar, also in
Magar Dhut, Tharu, Bantawa Rai, Chamling Rai, Dungmali Rai, Kulung Rai, Sherpa, Thami, Dhimal, and Nepali.
Similarly, ICRN also produced a Reporting Guide on Indigenous issues during the COVID-19 pandemic.
'ICRN produced several Public Service Announcements (PSAs) and messages about the COVID-19 in
multiple Indigenous languages and broadcast massively through its member stations to make Indigenous Peoples
understand the risk of the coronavirus and the precautionary measures that they can take to be safe during
pandemic,' says Jagat Dong, Chairperson of ICRN, adding, 'ICRN made this attempt, as we thought that due to
lack of information, many mother tongue speaking communities may be deprived of relief, health, and other
emergency services.'
In a linguistically diverse country like Nepal where as many as 123 different languages are spoken, it is not
easy to disseminate life saving messages to the entire populations by using just one language or just one medium.
There is also a widespread conception that almost all Nepali people understand the Nepali language. Health
messages about COVID-19 are being disseminated mostly in Nepali language and do not reach a large section of
the population.
Majority of Indigenous Peoples live in remote villages and lack access to health care services, but also to
information in their languages. It is crucial to provide information to them in their own languages. Lack of
information for mother-tongue speaking people, already marginalized, leads to further marginalization. At present,
there are as many as 116 Television and 793 FM radio stations (of which 345 are dubbed to be community radio),
which have obtained licenses to operate across the country. Similarly, there are a total 7743 newspapers and
magazines registered including 735 daily newspapers. But the major languages used to produce content are still
Nepali and English.
Communicating about COVID-19 has been tricky in Nepal. For most people, English terms like
'lockdown', 'self-quarantine', and 'self-isolation' were totally new. Media persons were unable to translate such
unavailable words into Nepali Indigenous languages, so they used English words. As a result, most people were
confused and did not know how to prepare themselves. Indigenous Peoples who do not speak Nepali, living in
remote villages remained not only uninformed but left in confusion, anxiety, and ill-prepared.
'Community radio is a potent local media that talks about community issues to communities in their
languages, therefore, it is also called the eyes and ears of the community especially during the humanitarian crisis.
It is the prime vehicle for sharing information in their languages, for preparing communities, and for reducing
risks. In this regard, Indigenous community radios played an immense role in keeping their community informed
about the issues affecting them,” says Dong further adding, “In order to inform marginalized communities, it
would be important to prepare audio messages in their own languages and we then planned to reach them through
community radio.'”
Hannah Beech, "From Crowded Camps to a Remote Island: Rohingya Refugees Move Again: More than a
million Rohingya Muslims have fled atrocities in Myanmar for tent cities in Bangladesh. Some are now being
taken to a low-slung landmass in the Bay of Bengal," The New York Times, December 4, 2020,
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/12/04/world/asia/rohingya-bangladesh-island-camps.html, reported, "The clump
of silt in the Bay of Bengal could be inundated by a single strike from a cyclone. Before this year, no one
lived there.
But on Friday afternoon, seven Bangladeshi naval boats carrying more than 1,640 Rohingya Muslims
landed on the low-slung island of Bhasan Char, as part of the Bangladeshi government’s plan to ease
crowding in refugee camps where more than a million Rohingya have lived since fleeing systemic
persecution and violence in Myanmar." Rights groups have denounced the forced move."
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Myanmar’s Stalled Peace Process," Report 308 / Asia 19 June 2020,
https://www.crisisgroup.org/asia/south-east-asia/myanmar/308-rebooting-myanmars-stalled-peace-process,
commented, "The polls approaching in Myanmar are an opportunity for the government and ethnic armed
groups to re-examine their positions in the country’s peace process. All parties should use the electionrelated hiatus to ask why talks have not succeeded and how to make them more productive.
What’s new? After close to two years of a stagnating peace process, the Myanmar government, its
military and ethnic armed groups signatory to the Nationwide Ceasefire Agreement resumed negotiations
aimed at holding a Panglong-21 peace conference later this year. The peace process will then enter
hibernation while national elections take place.
Why does it matter? Recent negotiations have focused mainly on ensuring that the peace process
continues after the election. But genuine progress toward ending Myanmar’s long-running ethnic conflicts is
unlikely to be made without a decisive change in approach, particularly from the government.
What should be done? With the National League for Democracy likely to win another term, the
government, military and ethnic armed groups should use the hibernation period constructively to review
causes of the current impasse, rebuild trust through sustained informal dialogue, and take steps to
reinvigorate the peace process from 2021.
Executive Summary
A flurry of negotiations among Myanmar’s government, its military and ethnic armed groups belies deeper
problems in the country’s moribund peace process. The government and armed groups that have signed the
Nationwide Ceasefire Agreement (NCA) are eager to hold a Panglong-21 peace conference before electoral dynamics take precedence later this year. As a result, two prominent armed groups that had suspended their
participation have formally re-entered the peace process. Although these are positive developments, even if it takes
place the conference would be largely symbolic and do little to address the fundamental obstacles on Myanmar’s
road toward sustainable peace. By putting formal negotiations on hold for at least six months, the election and
subsequent transition period constitute a unique opportunity for a rethink. All parties involved should use this
window to examine blockages that have hindered genuine progress so far, multiply informal meetings to rebuild
trust and examine ways of reinvigorating the peace process from 2021.
When Aung San Suu Kyi’s National League for Democracy (NLD) took office in March 2016, hopes were
high that it would consolidate the peace process launched under her predecessor, Thein Sein, in 2011. The results,
however, have been disappointing. Although negotiators have made some modest progress, such as agreeing
on 51 points for a future Union Peace Accord, conflict has intensified in Shan and Rakhine States, and the
government has been unable to convince the country’s most powerful armed groups to sign the NCA.
Formal political negotiations with the ten armed groups that have signed the agreement have stalled,
culminating in the temporary withdrawal of the two most important of them – the Karen National Union
and Restoration Council of Shan State – from the peace process in late 2018. Although the NLD
administration initially said peace negotiations were its top priority, it has shown neither the determination
nor the capacity to take the process forward. Since 2017, its focus has shifted increasingly to other issues
better suited to the project of shoring up political support among its ethnic Burman base.
The approaching election, slated for November 2020 but now subject to possible coronavirus-related
delays, has given new impetus to the peace process. Informal talks over the past six months have encouraged the
Karen National Union and Restoration Council of Shan State to return to the peace process, and formal meetings
with all signatories have been convened since January with the aim of holding a Panglong-21 conference before
election dynamics come to dominate the political landscape in the second half of the year. The COVID-19
outbreak is likely to make this original timeline impossible, but negotiators on both sides are intent on holding the
conference before the vote. Despite this renewed commitment, the primary objectives for both sides are modest.
The NLD sees the Panglong-21 meeting mostly as a way to boost its political campaign, while ethnic armed groups
want to ensure that the peace process continues after the vote, regardless of who comes to power.
The election will bring further risks for ethnic conflict and the peace process. Aung San Suu Kyi’s
popularity with the Burman majority is likely to ensure that the NLD wins enough seats to select the president and
form the next government, but ethnic minorities are increasingly aggrieved at her government’s Burman
ICG,

"Rebooting
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nationalist tone and the overwhelming Burman dominance in political institutions. The discontent is most
evident in Rakhine State, where the political marginalisation of the Rakhine ethnic minority under the NLD
has boosted support for the Arakan Army insurgency. Armed conflict and insecurity are likely to result in
the cancellation of voting in some constituencies in minority areas, particularly in Rakhine State, which will
only deepen local minorities’ alienation.
The election period, however, will also be an opportunity to reflect on how to take the peace process
forward. The formal negotiations will likely be put on hold for six to twelve months, until after the next cabinet is
sworn in (scheduled for late March 2021). The current government, the military and ethnic armed groups should
use this period to review their own strategy and goals, ramp up informal dialogue and examine crucial issues that
have so far been put aside, such as the growth of the illicit economy and the mounting might of military-aligned
militias. Even if the COVID-19 pandemic delays the Panglong-21 conference, there will still be a significant
period during which formal peace negotiations will not take place. This downtime constitutes a unique opportunity
for all parties to reflect on how to restart the process with a more constructive approach in 2021.
If the NLD forms the next government, as appears likely, it should use its second term in office to
reinvigorate its leadership of the peace process. Overcoming the deadlock in negotiations toward a political
settlement requires a fundamental shift in approach. As a first step, Naypyitaw should overhaul institutions
like the National Reconciliation and Peace Centre, to rely less on former government bureaucrats and
instead draw in new negotiators and advisers from a range of backgrounds, such as business, academia and
civil society. The key to substantive progress, however, lies in renewed political commitment from Aung San
Suu Kyi and the NLD to the peace process, a stronger sense of empathy with the grievances of ethnic
minorities, and a clear vision for where the peace process is going."
ICG, "Identity Crisis: Ethnicity and Conflict in Myanmar," Report 312 / Asia 28 August 2020,
https://www.crisisgroup.org/asia/south-east-asia/myanmar/312-identity-crisis-ethnicity-and-conflict-myanmar,
commented, "Ethnicity and conflict are tightly linked in Myanmar, as communal groups take up arms to
press grievances for which they have found no other recourse. The problem calls for dialogue and deep
reform, but meanwhile authorities can take smaller steps to indicate their positive intent.
What’s new? Ethnicity has become central to citizenship, basic rights, politics and armed conflict in
Myanmar. Efforts to categorise and enumerate the peoples of this hugely diverse country have been
attempted from British colonial times to the latest 2014 census. These efforts have created an unworkably
convoluted and ultimately meaningless classification system.
Why does it matter? The results of putting ethnicity at the centre of public life are toxic. Inter-ethnic
relations have become dominated by zero-sum thinking that hardens ethnic divides and drives the
proliferation of armed groups, with deadly consequences. In many ways, violent conflict in Myanmar can be
seen as the militarisation of ethnicity.
What should be done? Charting a more inclusive future for the country will require a national
debate including some difficult reflection. Communities should be free to celebrate their ethnic heritage and
cultural identity. Citizenship and rights should be delinked from ethnicity, however, and politics and the
peace process should not cement ethnic division.
Executive Summary
Ethnicity and conflict are inextricably linked in Myanmar, creating a vicious cycle of violence that
continues to escalate. The state’s inability to address ethnic minority grievances or provide adequate security to
communities has created a literal arms race among minority groups. As a result, the country now has scores of
powerful non-state armed groups around most of its periphery. Underlying these conflicts are outdated, deeply
engrained essentialist notions of ethnicity that have come to further dominate Myanmar’s political, economic and
social spheres due to the country’s liberalisation starting in 2011. To begin breaking the cycle of ethnic conflict,
Myanmar should launch a reform process addressing citizenship, the country’s administrative structure and the
peace process with the aim of making ethnicity less central to the political and legal domains. Myanmar’s leaders
can begin with more manageable changes, such as the language and narratives they use when discussing ethnicity
and conflict.
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Since independence in 1948, Myanmar has struggled to forge a national identity that is reflective of its
ethnic diversity and to deliver on the aspirations of the many peoples within its borders. Building on the legacy of
the colonial period, national leaders have perpetuated dangerous notions of ethnic identity that divide rather than
unify its “national races”. These notions also exclude those deemed to be insufficiently “indigenous” from full
participation in politics and state institutions and from full protection under the constitutional bill of rights.
Despite paying lip service to equality, the state has privileged the majority Burmans, creating deep
grievances that have pushed many minorities to question the fundamental compact between them and the
state.
The new political system introduced through the 2008 constitution, which came into force in 2011, has
some features that acknowledge Myanmar’s ethnic diversity, such as ethnic affairs ministers and self-administered
areas. But against a backdrop of longstanding essentialist ideas about ethnic identity, and due to the fact that larger
minorities are accorded greater rights than smaller ones, the system has reinforced a competitive, zero-sum
dynamic among minority groups. Ethnic minority grievances toward the state have perpetuated some of the
world’s longest-running armed conflicts. Mistrustful of the Burman elite who control most levers of power, scores
of minority groups have taken up arms since independence. Myanmar’s moves toward greater political
liberalisation since 2011 have done little to address minority grievances or build a more inclusive national identity.
As militarisation and insecurity proliferate in minority areas, the state’s failure to protect minority
communities has driven tens of thousands of people to take up arms – both for and against the state, and
both allied with or acting against armed groups representing rival ethnicities. As a result, ethnically diverse areas
of the country such as northern Shan State today have a patchwork of ethnicity-based armed groups, each fighting
both for their communal rights and to protect their own economic rents. Ethno-nationalism is at the core of all
these groups, a characteristic that often sets them against their neighbours.
Myanmar’s liberalisation after five decades of military dictatorship presented an opportunity to craft a more
inclusive national identity and move the country away from its toxic legacy of ethnicity-based conflict. In the
absence of an alternative vision from Myanmar’s leaders, however, longstanding notions of ethnicity as the key
determinant of identity have actually grown stronger in this new era, becoming ever more central to politics, the
economy, armed conflict and questions of citizenship and human rights.
The eruption of vicious fighting between the military and the Arakan Army in Myanmar’s western Rakhine
State since 2018 underlines the dangers of ethnicity’s growing social and political salience. The strength of the
Arakan Army, which has inflicted severe damage on the military, is built on its ability to harness the Rakhine
people’s ethno-nationalism and capitalise on their legitimate grievances over the failures of electoral democracy
and against state institutions they perceive as representing only the majority Burmans. Non-Rakhine minorities in
Rakhine State have found themselves caught between two warring groups, neither of which they can rely on for
protection. The insecurity that such conflicts generate only encourages the creation of ever more armed groups, a
phenomenon that has recurred over and over in Myanmar’s modern history.
Although it will not be easy, the opportunity exists for Myanmar’s leaders to reframe how ethnicity is
understood. The aim should not be to suppress social and cultural expressions of identity, but rather to
remove ethnicity as a central determinant of citizenship and other rights and legal protections, and to
reduce its dominant role in party politics. This process will require extensive national reflection and debate.
As a first step, and a marker of intent, government officials can begin to change the language and narratives
they use to discuss ethnicity and ethnic relations, which often echo those employed by assimilatory and
oppressive past regimes, and ring hollow in light of ethnic minorities’ lived experiences.
Legal and policy reforms will likely be needed in three key areas: citizenship, the country’s
administrative structure and the peace process. Citizenship should be delinked from ethnicity by amending
the 1982 Citizenship Law as well as removing ethnic and religious identifiers on national identity cards and
other government documents. These changes would help reduce the centrality of ethnicity in public life,
ensure that all in Myanmar have access to citizenship and basic rights, mitigate discrimination against
minorities, and begin creating a more inclusive national identity.
Myanmar’s administrative structure needs to change to grant meaningful autonomy to subnational
units that are not based around ethnicity, rather than privileging those ethnic groups with larger or more
geographically concentrated populations. This step would help reduce the zero-sum dynamic among minority
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groups. Likewise, at present, the peace process gives more negotiating power to around twenty ethnic groups
represented by an armed organisation, driving those without an ethnic army to build one. To remove this incentive
and create a more diverse and inclusive process, the political negotiations over the future shape of the state should
be resolved through a broader mechanism than the peace process, not one dominated by ethnic armed groups.
Such changes will be deeply controversial. But if Myanmar is to resolve its decades-old armed
conflicts, which are all now structured along ethnic lines, its national leaders will need to take bold,
visionary steps to shake off the divisive legacies of the past and shape a new and inclusive vision for the
country."
ICG, Richard Horsey, Senior Adviser, Myanmar, "Another Landslide Victory for Aung San Suu Kyi’s
Party in Myanmar – But at What Cost?," Q&A / Asia 12 November 2020, https://www.crisisgroup.org/asia/southeast-asia/myanmar/another-landslide-victory-aung-san-suu-kyis-party-myanmar-what-cost, commented, "The
National League for Democracy is set to win a second term following Myanmar’s 8 November elections – its
second competitive polls since absolute military rule ended in 2011. In this Q&A, Crisis Group expert
Richard Horsey reflects on the implications for the country’s conflicts.
What do the initial results indicate?
The full official results of Myanmar’s 8 November general elections have yet to be announced, but it is
already clear that, as expected, the National League for Democracy (NLD) has scored another landslide
victory. Aung San Suu Kyi’s party has not only won virtually every seat in the central Burman Buddhist
heartland, which constitutes its traditional stronghold, but also increased its haul of seats in many ethnic
minority areas. The main national opposition party, the military-established Union Solidarity and Development
Party (USDP), suffered an even more humiliating defeat than in 2015. The ethnic minority parties had mixed
success in various states, but they fell far short of their aim of becoming kingmakers in the new parliament. As for
the crop of new opposition parties that were hoping to establish themselves as credible alternatives – led by a
collection of ex-generals, NLD malcontents and social activists – they do not appear to have won a single seat.
The NLD landslide is largely the result of Aung San Suu Kyi’s immense popularity among Myanmar’s
Burman Buddhist majority, who see her as having sacrificed so much in the past to challenge military rule that her
government’s performance over the last five years is only secondary. While the Rohingya crisis has demolished
her image abroad, her personal defence of Myanmar against accusations of genocide at the International Court of
Justice in The Hague in 2019 has, on the contrary, enhanced her aura at home, as has her prominent leadership of
the response to the COVID-19 pandemic. But while the NLD’s victory was never really in doubt in light of this
unwavering support for its leader among the Burman Buddhist majority, its strong wins in many ethnic areas, for
reasons that will be pored over by analysts and ethnic parties in the weeks ahead, has come as a huge blow to
ethnic parties. This result sets up the post-election period for deeper division between ethnic minorities and the
Burman Buddhist majority, and potentially, further conflict.
The further erosion of the USDP’s support does not come as much of a surprise. The party has failed to
reinvent itself as a credible alternative to the NLD, which would imply shedding is military links and association
with the authoritarian past. It would also mean offering a coherent challenge to the government’s performance – on
the economy, social issues or, more recently, COVID-19. Over the last five years, the party has not been effective
at putting forward any policies to show how it would do things differently. The upshot is that most Myanmar
voters see it as a party of the past, as the results indicate. On 11 November, the USDP held a press conference
claiming that the elections were not free and fair and declining to accept the outcome. So far, however, it has
presented no convincing evidence to back up its claims. Given the extent of the NLD’s landslide, the electorate’s
view of the USDP appears unambiguous.
If the NLD victory was a foregone conclusion, what was at stake in these elections?
Elections in Myanmar are not taken for granted. For most voters, this time was only the second in their
lives that they could vote for the party of their choice, after over five decades of military rule. Despite the public
health risks from COVID-19, voters in most areas turned out in large numbers, indicating that they saw casting
their ballot as an important opportunity and a civic duty. For the Burman Buddhist majority, the vote was also an
opportunity to reaffirm their confidence in and reverence for Aung San Suu Kyi as their leader.
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But many other communities feel that they have not been well served by the NLD in its first term.
The most marginalised of all are of course the Rohingya, 750,000 of whom have fled to Bangladesh since
2016 after a brutal military crackdown. The estimated 600,000 who remain in Rakhine State continue to
face severe discrimination, and the community was almost entirely disenfranchised in this poll. But many
other ethnic communities, who considered the NLD a potential ally ahead of the last election, now also feel
let down by Aung San Suu Kyi’s party, which once in power treated them more as adversaries, failed to
consult them and promoted a Burman nationalist agenda – for example erecting statues of nationalist hero
Aung San, the father of Aung San Suu Kyi, in their areas. Over the last couple of years, ethnic parties have
been merging, and organising, in the hope that they could attain some real influence through these elections.
Why was voting cancelled in many ethnic areas?
The election commission’s decision to cancel voting in a large number of ethnic minority-dominated
areas for security reasons resulted in some 1.5 million voters being denied the chance to cast their ballots in
various parts of the country. This decision most significantly affected Rakhine State, as well as some parts of
Shan State and – to a more limited extent – several other ethnic areas.
These cancellations were very controversial, particularly in Rakhine State. Not that cancellations
were unjustified: the security situation in Rakhine State is objectively grave, not only because of the armed
conflict that is raging between the security forces and the Arakan Army, but also because of political
violence – the most recent example being the Arakan Army’s kidnapping and continued detention of three
NLD candidates from Toungup township. The problem, however, is that the commission is a partisan body,
appointed by the government. Its decisions are not transparent, the process behind the cancellations is not
consultative and the rationale is not explained publicly.
Since many of the areas cancelled are Rakhine party strongholds, where the NLD was almost
guaranteed to lose, many local people have been crying foul, claiming that the election commission is biased.
Adding to the suspicion is the lack of cancellations in nearby conflict-wracked Paletwa township, in southern
Chin State, traditionally an NLD bastion. With elections only being held in the south of Rakhine State and the state
capital Sittwe, most parts of the state have been denied representation. In theory, future by-elections could remedy
the problem, but in practice the security situation means that is unlikely.
What are the likely political and conflict consequences of these results?
Although the results of these elections are broadly similar to those of 2015, with a large parliamentary
majority for the NLD at both central and most sub-national levels, the consequences will be very different.
Myanmar’s first competitive election in over five decades was a historical moment of enormous hope and unity,
but the 2020 elections risk being divisive. While Aung San Suu Kyi has, during her first term as the
government’s de facto leader, consolidated support among her Burman Buddhist base, she has, at the same
time, alienated many minorities. Minorities are disappointed in her for treating them as adversaries rather than
allies and failing to consult them on decisions that affect their lives.
A first-past-the-post system like Myanmar’s magnifies the victory of the winning party. As a result,
the ethnic minority parties, and the communities that support them, are likely to feel further sidelined by
electoral politics. In 2015, this phenomenon was eased by their expectation that the NLD would be a natural ally
in their fight for equality and autonomy. But they have now come to see the ruling party as an adversary,
governing in the interests of the Burman Buddhist majority. The winner-takes-all electoral system amplifies
this sense of marginalisation, leading some minorities to be increasingly disillusioned with electoral democracy.
This perception is dangerous, as it could easily lead to an escalation in armed conflict: some groups may be
tempted to resort to insurgency rather than electoral politics as a way to fight for communal rights.
A particular source of concern is Rakhine State, which is in the grip of the most destabilising conflict
the country has experienced in decades. Initial results there indicate that despite the vote being cancelled in
most of its strongholds, the ethno-nationalist Arakan National Party (ANP) has managed to win the largest
bloc of seats in the regional parliament, by flipping a number of seats in the south previously held by the
NLD. These pickups were not enough, however, to give the ANP a majority in the local parliament, and the
next NLD government in Naypyitaw is likely to appoint an NLD-led government in the state, as it did in
2015. That will enrage many Rakhine people, a recipe for further armed conflict and political violence.
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The NLD would likely win some good-will among ethnic minorities by taking a different approach in
its second term: appointing representatives of minority parties to lead state governments in Rakhine and
other states where those parties won the largest bloc of seats would carry immense political symbolism, and
open new channels for constructive dialogue with ethnic leaders.
What hopes for the stalled peace process during a second NLD term?
Ending the decades-old armed conflicts that affect various parts of the country was a top priority in
the NLD’s 2015 electoral campaign. But progress has been elusive. The central parts of the country, where the
Burman majority live and which constitute the party’s electoral base, have been little touched by the violence.
There is neither a significant national peace movement nor a political imperative to solve the underlying issues of
discrimination and marginalisation of minorities. Against this backdrop, progress is likely to be slow and difficult.
In the absence of strong political will to fundamentally rethink and reinvigorate the peace process, and a new tone
and consultative approach toward minorities on the NLD’s part, the conflict could even escalate further in the
coming months and years, particularly in Rakhine State.
The peace process, which implies negotiating simultaneously with a myriad of ethnic armed groups
that have different interests, was always an issue on which the government was unlikely to have quick or
easy success. But there is much that the first NLD government could have done to reach out to minorities,
consult with them on decisions that affect their lives and build consensus on a way forward. The second
term, which will start at the end of March, offers a new opportunity to do so.
What about relations between the NLD and the military?
The last five years have been characterised by an unlikely accommodation between the military and
the NLD: the long-time adversaries were forced into an uncomfortable cohabitation on account of the constitution
giving a significant political role to the military – including one of the two vice president positions, control of the
three security ministries and 25 per cent of parliamentary seats at both central and sub-national levels. Relations
remain tense and distrustful. In the lead-up to the polls, the commander-in-chief alarmed many Myanmar people
by criticising the quality of electoral preparations and hinting that he might not accept the result. He eventually
moderated his tone once election day arrived, and the scale of the NLD victory will, in any event, have likely shot
down any potential questioning of the results’ legitimacy. Ironically, the commander-in-chief’s comments may
have actually amplified the NLD’s success, both boosting turnout by the party faithful and convincing wavering
voters to back the incumbent party, thereby expressing their opposition to the military’s interference in
politics.
Despite the tensions, over the last five years both sides have come to the conclusion that they do not
represent an existential threat to each other. The fact that both share a similar socially conservative,
Burman nationalist outlook has also helped prevent relations from breaking down. The military will be in
no mood, however, to give the government easy victories on the peace process or constitutional reform –
particularly when it comes to diluting the army’s political role. Progress on those fronts over the next five
years therefore remains very unlikely. It is improbable even if the present commander-in-chief steps down
at the end of his term in mid-2021, as chances are close to nil that any of his potential successors would have
a very different view on these issues."
Hannah Beech, "As Refugees, Their Options Were Limited. Others Saw a Profit: Even after decades in
Thailand, Kayan women who fled Myanmar make their living from their traditional neck rings. But that’s changing,"
The New York Times, December 6, 2020, https://www.nytimes.com/2020/12/05/world/asia/thailand-kayan-long-neckrefugee.html, reported, "The Kayan are a small ethnic minority that fled civil war in eastern Myanmar in the
1980s. When they arrived in Thailand, Thai officials, in concert with a Myanmar ethnic militia that operated
in the border area, saw an opportunity: Instead of putting the Kayan in special camps that had been built for
the hundreds of thousands of other refugees who were also escaping armed conflict in Myanmar at the time,
they would be put in newly built villages designed for maximum tourist visibility."
•
Tour companies paid the women up to $200 a month, and the tourist industry in the area profited
from people coming to see the women wearing their tradition metal neck rings. Critics saw the practice as
cultural exploitation, but the women and their families were guaranteed a stable income.
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•
"The coronavirus has complicated the situation. Thailand has barred most foreigners to prevent the
spread of the virus, and so few tourists now visit this remote corner of the country. And the fate of the
Kayan yet again raises uncomfortable questions about cultural exploitation, economic agency and the
challenging reality of life as a refugee."

"‘Free Papua Movement’ Intensifies Amid Escalating Violence: West Papua was annexed by Indonesia
decades ago, leading to a prolonged conflict. A tribal chief who lives overseas recently declared himself president
of
the
embattled
territory,"
The
New
York
Times,
December
12,
2020,
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/12/12/world/asia/west-papua-independence.html, reported, "It has been 59 years
since separatists in the Indonesian territory of West Papua raised their red, white and blue flag and
declared independence. The region has been in conflict ever since," and the violence has been increasing.
West Papua is home to more than 250 tribes with more than 400 languages, who are now likely
outnumbered by immigrants from other islands who hold most of the key positions in commerce and are
economically and physically much better off than most Indigenous West Papuans. The government, primarily
the Indonesian Army, for year has cracked down brutally against actual and suspected dissent.
"Mr. Mahfud, the security affairs minister, acknowledged that the government had not done enough
to help Indigenous Papuans and that corrupt local officials had siphoned off money earmarked for
Indigenous communities."
Damien Cave, "With Progressive Politics on March in New Zealand, Maori Minister Blazes New Trails:
Nanaia Mahuta, the new foreign minister, brings a reputation as an honest broker to Prime Minister Jacinda Ardern’s
cabinet, the most diverse in the country’s history," The New York Times, November 15, 2020,
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/11/15/world/asia/new-zealand-progressives-nanaia-mahuta.html, reported, "Nanaia
Mahuta entered New Zealand’s Parliament as the youngest Maori woman to ever gain a seat. More than two decades
later, she has become the country’s minister of foreign affairs, another trailblazing first. So when she was asked at a
recent news conference about another woman of color breaking barriers halfway around the world, she broke
into a wide smile."
In Aotearoa (New Zealand) there is a movement to reduce food waste by using all the parts of fish that
have been eaten traditionally, including parts that non-Indigenous people throw away but which are very
nutritious and traditionally were considered delicacies. Mainstream commercial and recreational fisherman
currently cut out the fillets, and throw away twice as much, much of which is very good for eating (Serena Solomon
and Cornell Tukiri, "A Solution to Pandemic Hunger, Eyeballs and All: A Maori community center in New Zealand
is distributing bags of donated fish heads to families in need. But it’s more than just charity; it’s a model for reducing
food waste," The New York Times, November 13, 2020, https://www.nytimes.com/2020/11/13/world/asia/newzealand-pandemic-hunger.html).
Brett Wilkins, "Australian Aboriginal Leaders Testify Mining Firm's Gag Clause Silencing Opposition to
Destruction of Ancient Sacred Site: 'Rio Tinto must acknowledge, and seek to correct, the unequal bargaining
positions that have always resulted in a disadvantage for Traditional Owners,'" Common Dreams, October 12,
2020, https://www.commondreams.org/news/2020/10/12/australian-aboriginal-leaders-testify-mining-firms-gagclause-silencing-opposition?cdorigin=rss&utm_term=AO&utm_campaign=Daily%20Newsletter&utm_content=email&utm_source=Daily%20Ne
wsletter&utm_medium=Email, reported, "Leaders of an Aboriginal group fighting to save a 46,000-year-old
sacred rock shelter told an Australian federal inquiry Monday that lawyers for the Rio Tinto mining
company warned them they cannot speak publicly about the issue due to a gag clause in their agreement
with the company.
Australian Broadcasting Corporation reports Puutu Kunti Kurrama and Pinikura (PKKP)
Aboriginal Corporation chief executive Carol Meredith also told the inquiry members that the Traditional
Owners could not apply for a federal emergency suspension to work on the mine in the Juukan Gorge in
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Western Australia's remote Pilbara region without first asking Rio Tinto for permission and providing 30
days' notice.
In May, Rio Tinto—the world's third-largest mining company—used explosives to destroy the sacred
cave while working to access AUD$135 million ($96 million U.S.) worth of iron ore there. The company
subsequently apologized for blowing up the cave and said it was "committed to listening, learning, and changing."
However, Merdith told the inquiry that Rio Tinto's lawyers reminded PKKP leaders that 'we were not
to speak about this publicly, that we had the gag clauses and we needed to remain compliant."
'If we were to proceed to seeking an emergency declaration, we were required to seek permission
from Rio before we took that option, and we had to give 30 days' notice and table every document we were
going to use in that application,' Meredith continued. 'So for us in the time span available, it was not in fact
an option.'
Meredith noted that Rio Tinto kept loading explosives around the cave even after promising to delay
blasting and even while negotiating with PKKP.
'The whole time we were under the impression they were trying to undertake mitigating actions to save the
shelter or lessen the blast," she said.
Burchell Hayes, a PKKP elder, told the inquiry that the destruction of the sacred shelter 'has now left a
gaping hole in our ability to pass on our heritage to our children and grandchildren.'
'I felt terrible as a grandfather that I was not able to preserve the heritage that was on loan to me,' Hayes
said.
PKKP cultural and heritage manager Heather Bluith expressed concern to the inquiry that many of the
group's artifacts were being held by Rio Tinto in shipping containers, where they were being subjected to—and
possibly threatened by—extreme temperatures, while others were being displayed in the company's on-site
administration building. Bluith said the owners of the artifacts could not access them without Rio Tinto's
permission.
In August, PKKP leaders said they did not believe Rio Tinto did all it could have done to save the sacred
site, and that a "wholesale amendment" of contractual agreements between the group and the company would be
required in order for them to work together going forward.
'Rio Tinto must acknowledge, and seek to correct, the unequal bargaining positions that have always
resulted in a disadvantage for Traditional Owners," PKKP said at the time. "There was—and is—no true
partnership."
Rio Tinto has agreed to a temporary moratorium to protect the Juukan Gorge site. However,
another mining company, Fortescue Metals Group, last month applied for a mining license in the
surrounding area. PKKP said it was not notified of the move.
The Banjima, another Aboriginal group on whose land Rio Tinto (along with mining giant BHP)
mines iron ore, said in August that it was prevented by a similar gag clause from publicly objecting to the
work.
Our work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-Share Alike 3.0 License."
Isabella Kwai, "‘No Slavery in Australia’? These Pacific Islanders Tell a Different Story: The Black Lives
Matter movement has offered a rare moment for the descendants of plantation laborers brought aboard ships in the
19th century to make their family histories known," The New York Times,
August 12, 2020,
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/08/12/world/australia/south-sea-islanders-slavery.html, reported, "Thousands of
South Pacific islanders like Kwailu were lured to Australian plantations in the 19th century, some through
deception, others through force, and all through a colonialism that looted less-advantaged societies. So when
Mrs. Healy recently heard Prime Minister Scott Morrison say that there had been 'no slavery in Australia,'
she wondered whether her people’s history, already little known, could be lost entirely."
“The Black Lives Matter movement, as it has swept the globe, has led Australia to look more deeply
at entrenched discrimination against its Indigenous peoples and other minorities. Mr. Morrison’s remark,
for which he later apologized, focused particular attention on outwardly racist policies in Australia’s past, a
legacy many tend to overlook in a country that proclaims itself proudly multicultural."
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In Australia there is a very fine principle that everyone should have justice by having their day in
court. But too often for Aboriginal people in isolated areas of the north, the attempt to provide due process
produces injustice for lack of resources. Judges - often just one - prosecutors and defense attorneys fly to a
community for a single day to prepare and try perhaps a dozen criminal cases without translators, with
many defendants speaking little or no English. Defense attorneys meet for the first time with a client only
briefly, often through a language barrier, with no time to prepare a case. To get through the day's docket on
time to move on to the next community leaves inadequate time to develop and understand each case in an
assembly line of verdicts. Livia Albeck-Ripka, "‘Like a Cattle Yard’: How Justice Is Delivered in Australia’s
Bush Courts: In some remote Aboriginal communities, judges and lawyers arrive by plane and handle dozens of
cases in a single day. Critics say language barriers and the rapid pace infringe on human rights," The New York
Times, December 7, 2020, https://www.nytimes.com/2020/12/06/world/australia/bush-court.html, reported that the
result is, "The courts are part of a legal system that, by some estimates, has made Aboriginal Australians the
most incarcerated people in the world; they make up 26 percent of the population of the Northern Territory
but account for 84 percent of its inmates."
Damien Cave, "He Wants to Save the Present With the Indigenous Past: Bruce Pascoe’s book 'Dark Emu'
sparked a reconsideration of Australian history. Now he hopes to use his writing to revive Aboriginal community,"
The New York Times, August 20, 2020, https://www.nytimes.com/2020/08/20/books/bruce-pascoe-aboriginalhistory-australia.html, reported that writer Bruce Pascoe, "... became concerned that while the ideas were being
accepted, the inclusion of Aboriginal people in the industry was not. Because that’s what Australia has found
hard, including Aboriginal people in anything.”
"The lessons Pascoe, 72, seeks to impart by bringing his own essays to life — and to dinner tables — go
beyond appropriation. He has argued that the Indigenous past should be a guidebook for the future, and the
popularity of his work in recent years points to a hunger for the alternative he describes: a civilization
where the land and sea are kept healthy through cooperation, where resources are shared with neighbors,
where kindness even extends to those who seek to conquer.
'What happened in Australia was a real high point in human development,” he said. “We need to go
back there' Writing, he added, can only do so much."
"In'Dark Emu', first published in 2014, Pascoe's argued that the continent’s first peoples were
sophisticated farmers, not roaming nomads. His book initiated a national reconsideration of Australian
history, that Pascoe believes needs to be built upon to shape a fuure basd on Indigenous ways of seeing."
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DIALOGUING
CLIMATE CHANGE
The Biden-Harris plan to create union jobs by tackling the climate crisis
From the Biden-Harris Transition website: https://buildbackbetter.com/priorities/climate-change/
From coastal towns to rural farms to urban centers, climate change poses an existential threat — not just to our
environment, but to our health, our communities, our national security, and our economic well-being. It also
damages our communities with storms that wreak havoc on our towns and cities and our homes and schools. It puts
our national security at risk by leading to regional instability that will require U.S military-supported relief
activities and could make areas more vulnerable to terrorist activities.
The current COVID-19 pandemic reminds us how profoundly the energy and environmental policy decisions of
the past have failed communities — allowing systemic shocks, persistent stressors, and pandemics to
disproportionately impact communities of color and low-income communities.
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At this moment of profound crisis, we have the opportunity to build a more resilient, sustainable economy — one
that will put the United States on an irreversible path to achieve net-zero emissions, economy-wide, by no later
than 2050. Biden is working to seize that opportunity and, in the process, create millions of good-paying jobs that
provide workers with the choice to join a union and bargain collectively with their employers.
President-elect Biden is leading the world to address the climate emergency and leading through the power of
example. Biden knows how to stand with America’s allies, stand up to adversaries, and level with any world leader
about what must be done. He will not only recommit the United States to the Paris Agreement on climate change –
he will go much further than that. He is working to lead an effort to get every major country to ramp up the
ambition of their domestic climate targets.
“I KN OW T HA T C LIM A TE C H A N G E I S THE CHALLENGE THAT’S GOING TO DEFINE
O U R A M E R I C A N F U T U R E — A N D I KN O W M E E TI NG TH I S CHA LL E NG E WI LL BE A
O N C E- I N - A - C E N TU R Y O PPO R T U N I T Y T O J O L T N E W L I F E I N T O O U R E C O N O M Y ,
STRENGTHEN OUR GLOBAL LEADERSHIP, AND PROTECT OUR PLANET FOR
FUTURE GENERATIONS.”
JOE BIDEN, JULY 14, 2020
President-elect Biden will ensure that — coming out of this profound public health and economic crisis, and facing
the persistent climate crisis — we are never caught flat-footed again. He is working to launch a national effort
aimed at creating the jobs we need to build modern, sustainable infrastructure now and deliver an equitable clean
energy future.
The current coronavirus crisis destroyed millions of American jobs, including hundreds of thousands in clean
energy. It has exacerbated historic environmental injustices. Biden will immediately invest in engines of
sustainable job creation — new industries and re-invigorated regional economies spurred by innovation from our
national labs and universities; commercialized into new and better products that can be manufactured and built by
American workers; and put together using feedstocks, materials, and parts supplied by small businesses, family
farms, and job creators all across our country.
President-elect Biden is working to make far-reaching investments in:
•

Infrastructure: Create millions of good, union jobs rebuilding America’s crumbling infrastructure – from
roads and bridges to green spaces and water systems to electricity grids and universal broadband – to lay a
new foundation for sustainable growth, compete in the global economy, withstand the impacts of climate
change, and improve public health, including access to clean air and clean water.

•

Auto Industry: Create 1 million new jobs in the American auto industry, domestic auto supply chains, and
auto infrastructure, from parts to materials to electric vehicle charging stations, positioning American auto
workers and manufacturers to win the 21st century; and invest in U.S. auto workers to ensure their jobs are
good jobs with a choice to join a union.

•

Transit: Provide every American city with 100,000 or more residents with high-quality, zero-emissions
public transportation options through flexible federal investments with strong labor protections that create
good, union jobs and meet the needs of these cities — ranging from light rail networks to improving
existing transit and bus lines to installing infrastructure for pedestrians and bicyclists.

•

Power Sector: Move ambitiously to generate clean, American-made electricity to achieve a carbon
pollution-free power sector by 2035. This will enable us to meet the existential threat of climate change
while creating millions of jobs with a choice to join a union.

•

Buildings: Upgrade 4 million buildings and weatherize 2 million homes over 4 years, creating at least 1
million good-paying jobs with a choice to join a union; and also spur the building retrofit and efficient267

appliance manufacturing supply chain by funding direct cash rebates and low-cost financing to upgrade and
electrify home appliances and install more efficient windows, which will cut residential energy bills.
•

Housing: Spur the construction of 1.5 million sustainable homes and housing units.

•

Innovation: Drive dramatic cost reductions in critical clean energy technologies, including battery storage,
negative emissions technologies, the next generation of building materials, renewable hydrogen, and
advanced nuclear – and rapidly commercialize them, ensuring that those new technologies are made in
America.

•

Agriculture and Conservation: Create jobs in climate-smart agriculture, resilience, and conservation,
including 250,000 jobs plugging abandoned oil and natural gas wells and reclaiming abandoned coal,
hardrock, and uranium mines — providing good work with a choice to join or continue membership in a
union in hardhit communities, including rural communities, reducing leakage of toxics, and preventing
local environmental damage.

•

Environmental Justice: Ensure that environmental justice is a key consideration in where, how, and with
whom we build — creating good, union, middle-class jobs in communities left behind, righting wrongs in
communities that bear the brunt of pollution, and lifting up the best ideas from across our great nation —
rural, urban, and tribal.
o0O0o
RACIAL EQUITY
The Biden-Harris plan to advance racial equity

From the Biden-Harris Transition Website: https://buildbackbetter.com/priorities/racial-equity/.
The moment has come for our nation to deal with systemic racism. To deal with the growing economic inequality
in our nation. And to deal with the denial of the promise of this nation — to so many.
As part of his commitment to uplifting Black and Brown communities, Biden will also work to build an economy
where every American enjoys a fair return for their work, and an equal chance to get ahead. An economy more
vibrant and more powerful precisely because everybody will be included in the deal. An economy where Black,
Latino, Asian American and Pacific Islander (AAPI), and Native American workers and families are finally
welcomed as full participants.
Today, multiple overlapping crises reinforce how far we have to go to deliver on that vision. The pandemic has
shone a bright light on racial disparities in health and health care — as Black and Brown Americans have suffered
and died from the coronavirus at rates far higher than white Americans. The economic crisis has hit Black and
Brown communities especially hard, with Black, Latino, and Native American unemployment at higher levels, and
businesses owned by Black, Latino, and Asian American people closing down at alarming rates. We are also
seeing a national reckoning on racial justice and the tragic human costs of systemic racism in the murders of Black
men, women, and children.
President-elect Biden believes we cannot build back better without a major mobilization of effort and resources to
address these challenges and to advance racial equity across the American economy. That is why racial equity is a
distinct pillar of the Build Back Better plan. President-elect Biden is removing barriers to participation in our
economy, expanding access to opportunity, and fully enforcing the policies and laws that we already have on the
books — and the pledges Biden and Harris made as the Democratic ticket.
Specifically, the Biden-Harris administration will:
•

Spur public-private investment through a new small business opportunity plan
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•

Reform opportunity zones to fulfill their promise

•

Make a historic commitment to equalizing federal procurement

•

Ensure the Biden-Harris housing plan makes bold investments in homeownership and access to affordable
housing for Black, Brown and Native Families

•

Achieve equity in management, training, and higher education opportunities connected to the jobs of the
future

•

Boost retirement security and financial wealth for Black, Brown, and Native Families

•

Ensure workers of color are compensated fairly and treated with dignity

•

Ensure equity in Biden’s bold infrastructure and clean energy investments

•

Support second chances for economic success

•

Strengthen the Federal Reserve’s focus on racial economic gaps

•

Promote diversity and accountability in leadership across key positions in all federal agencies

•

Build a 21st century care infrastructure

•

Address longstanding inequities in agriculture

“ECONOM I C AN D R A C IA L IN EQ U ITI ES H AV E S H A P E D U S F O R G E N E R A T I O N S . BU T I
G I V E Y O U M Y W O R D : [ A S ] P R E S I D E N T , I W I L L M A R S HA L T H E I N G E N U I T Y A N D
G O O D W I L L O F T H I S N A T I O N T O TURN DIVISION INTO UNITY AND BRING U S
TOGETHER. ”
JOE BIDEN, OCTOBER 6, 2020
The battle for the soul of this nation has been a constant push-and-pull for more than 240 years. A tug of war
between the American ideal that we are all created equal and the harsh reality that racism has long torn us apart.
President-elect Joe Biden is working to strengthen America’s commitment to justice, and reform our criminal
justice system. As the former District Attorney of San Francisco and Attorney General of California, Vice
President-elect Kamala Harris has spent her entire career fighting for justice for the people, and equal justice under
law.
The Biden-Harris administration will work with Congress to pass police reform legislation including:
•

A nationwide ban on chokeholds

•

Stopping the transfer of weapons of war to police forces

•

Improving oversight and accountability, to create a model use of force standard

•

Creating a national police oversight commission

We can and must reduce the number of people incarcerated in this country while also reducing crime. Our criminal
justice system cannot be just unless we root out the racial, gender, and income-based disparities in the system. The
system must be focused on redemption and rehabilitation. The Biden-Harris administration will take bold action to
reduce our prison population, create a more just society, and make our communities safer, by:
•

Preventing crime and providing opportunities for all

•

Eliminating racial disparities and ensuring fair sentences.

•

Offering second chances

•

Reducing violence in our communities and supporting survivors of violence
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ECONOMIC RECOVERY
The Biden-Harris Jobs and Economic Recovery Plan for Working Families
From the Biden-Harris Transition Website: https://buildbackbetter.com/priorities/economic-recovery/
President-elect Joe Biden believes to his core that there’s no greater economic engine in the world than the hard
work and ingenuity of the American people. Nobody has more respect for the working women and men who get up
every day to build and sustain this country, or more confidence that they can meet the challenges we face. The
Biden-Harris administration will rebuild the middle class — and this time make sure everyone comes along.
Make no mistake: America has been knocked down. During the pandemic, our nation has seen higher
unemployment rates than unemployment rates of the Great Recession. Millions have lost jobs, hours, pay, health
care, or the small business they started, through no fault of their own.
The pandemic has also laid bare some unacceptable truths. Even before COVID-19, too many families were
struggling to make ends meet and too many parents were worried about the economic future for their children.
And, Black and Latino Americans, Native Americans, immigrants, and women have never been welcomed as full
participants in the economy.
For President-elect Biden, health care is personal. He believes that every American has a right to the peace of mind
that comes with knowing they have access to affordable, quality health care. He knows that no one in this country
should have to lay in bed at night staring at the ceiling wondering, “what will I do if she gets breast cancer?” or “if
he has a heart attack?” “Will I go bankrupt?” He knows there is no peace of mind if you cannot afford to care for a
sick child or a family member because of a pre-existing condition, because you’ve reached a point where your
health insurer says “no more,” or because you have to make a decision between putting food on the table and going
to the doctor or filling a prescription.
Biden believes this is no time to just build back to the way things were before, with the old economy’s structural
weaknesses and inequalities still in place. This is the moment to imagine and build a new American economy for
our families and the next generation.
An economy where every American enjoys a fair return for their work and an equal chance to get ahead. An
economy more vibrant and more powerful precisely because everybody will be cut in on the deal.
In this time of crisis, President-elect Biden has a plan to create millions of good-paying jobs, make it easier for
workers to organize unions and collectively bargain, and to give America’s working families the tools, choices,
and freedom they need to build back better.
That starts with a real strategy to deal with the pandemic. We can’t solve the jobs crisis until we solve the public
health crisis. Implementing Biden’s comprehensive strategy to get the pandemic under control and effectively
reopen the economy — an approach that will both protect the health and safety of our people and boost economic
activity — is one of the president-elect’s top priorities.
Biden is also going to secure further immediate relief to working families, small businesses, and communities.
Biden will:
•

Provide state, local, and tribal governments with the aid they need so educators, firefighters, and other
essential workers aren’t being laid off.

•

Extend COVID crisis unemployment insurance to help those who are out of work.
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•

Provide a comeback package for Main Street businesses and entrepreneurs.

•

Immediately put people to work by enlisting them to help fight the pandemic, including through a Public
Health Jobs Corps.

“THE TRUTH IS THE ECONOMY WASN’T WORKING FOR FOLKS LONG BEFO RE
TH ES E CRISES HIT. IT’S WHY KAMALA H A R R I S A N D I W O N ’ T J U S T B U I L D B A C K
TO THE WAY THINGS WER E — WE’LL BU I L D BA C K BE T TE R. W E W ON ’ T BE
S A TISFIED UNTIL THE ECONOMY ST A R T S W O R K I N G F O R E V E R Y O N E .”
JOE BIDEN, SEPTEMBER 27, 2020
But that’s just the start. The Biden economic recovery plan for working families will build our economy back
better. Whenever America has had its back against the wall, we have acted together to lay the foundation —
through public investment and a strong social contract — for the American people to pull together and push
forward.
The Biden-Harris plan will mobilize the American people in service of four bold, national efforts to address four
great national challenges. As President, Biden will:
•

Mobilize American manufacturing and innovation to ensure that the future is made in America, and in all
of America. We’ve seen the importance of bringing home critical supply chains so that we aren’t dependent
on other countries in future crises. But Biden believes we can’t stop there — he plans to build a strong
industrial base and small-business-led supply chains to retain and create millions of good-paying union jobs
in manufacturing and technology across the country.

•

Mobilize American ingenuity to build a modern infrastructure and an equitable, clean energy future. We’ve
seen the need for a more resilient economy for the long-term, and that means investing in a modern,
sustainable infrastructure and sustainable engines of growth — from roads and bridges, to energy grids and
schools, to universal broadband. Biden has a plan to meet the climate crisis, build a clean energy economy,
address environmental injustice, and create millions of good-paying union jobs.

•

Mobilize American talent and heart to build a 21st century caregiving and education workforce. We’ve
seen in this pandemic the immense burdens working parents, and especially women, carry in juggling their
jobs and their caregiving responsibilities. We’ve learned anew how hard this work is and how
underappreciated those who do it are. President-elect Biden will make it far easier to afford child care and
to ensure aging relatives and people with disabilities have better access to home and community-based
care; to elevate the pay, benefits, and professional opportunities for caregivers and educators; to create
millions of good-paying new jobs in these areas with a choice to join a union; and to free up millions of
people to join the labor force and grow a stronger economy in return.

•

Mobilize across the board to advance racial equity in America. We’ve seen again this year the tragic costs
of systemic racism. Biden believes that addressing those costs has to be core to every part of the economic
agenda, and also a distinct priority in its own right. The president-elect is pursuing a dedicated agenda to
close the racial wealth gap, to expand affordable housing, to invest in Black, Latino, and Native American
entrepreneurs and communities, to advance policing and criminal justice reform, and to make real the
promise of educational opportunity regardless of race or ZIP Code.

Building back better means an updated social contract that treats American workers and working families as
essential at all times, not just times of crisis — with higher wages, stronger benefits, and fair and safe workplaces.
We’ve seen millions of American workers put their lives and health on the line to keep our country going. As
Biden has said, let’s not just praise them, let’s pay them — a decent wage, at least $15 per hour, and ending the
tipped minimum wage and sub-minimum wage for people with disabilities, and strong benefits so they can live a
middle class life and provide opportunity for their kids. This starts with passing the Protecting the Right to
Organize (PRO) Act, providing public service and federal government workers with bargaining rights, and taking
other steps to make it easier for workers to organize unions and collectively bargain. President-elect Biden is
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working to address discrimination and harassment in the workplace and pass the Paycheck Fairness Act to ensure
women are paid equally for equal work. He will sign legislation for universal paid sick days and 12 weeks of paid
family and medical leave. And he is working to ensure that every American has access to quality, affordable health
care, by providing a public option and lowering costs for care and for prescription drugs.
“I DON’T B U Y F O R O N E SE CON D T HA T T HE V I TA LI T Y O F A ME RI CA N
M A N U F A C T U R I N G I S A T H I N G O F T H E P A S T . A S P R E S I D EN T, I 'LL M AKE BOL D
I N VES T M E N T S IN A MER IC A N M A NUF AC TU RI NG , I ND US TR Y, A ND I N NO VAT I O N T O
M A K E S U R E T HE FUTURE IS MA D E I N A ME RI CA — BY A L L O F A M E R I C A .”
JOE BIDEN, AUGUST 5, 2020
Building back better means helping small businesses and entrepreneurs come out the other side of this crisis
strong, while demanding more from corporate America. We’ve seen the second bailout in 12 years for big
corporations and Wall Street. Meanwhile, small businesses had to jump through hoops and many couldn’t access
the relief they needed. President-elect Biden is working to ensure that corporate America finally pays their fair
share in taxes, puts their workers and communities first rather than their shareholders, and respects their workers’
power and voice in the workplace. And Biden will help small businesses manage through the pandemic and
recover, so that millions of entrepreneurs can get back on their feet and carry this economy forward.
To see this agenda through, President-elect Biden will make new, bold investments and speed up the timetable for
many of the 10-year investments he has already announced. He has a plan to pay for the ongoing costs of the plan
by reversing some of Trump’s tax cuts for corporations and imposing common-sense tax reforms that finally make
sure the wealthiest Americans pay their fair share.
Today’s elevated unemployment will mean lower demand, which will mean lower growth for our economy (which
relies on consumption). A robust jobs agenda will increase demand. That is why many economists agree that if we
fail to make far-reaching, productive investments, it will undermine not only our long-term growth potential, but
also our long-term fiscal situation. Additionally, for communities of color that are experiencing disproportionate
rates of unemployment, and for young people entering the workforce, getting to full employment as fast as possible
is critical to their futures and all of America’s future. Those who argue we can’t afford these investments are the
same people who doled out trillions in giveaways to the wealthy and corporations the past three years. Presidentelect Biden’s economic plan will put America’s working families first.
<<<Ω>>>
WHITEWASHED HOPE: A MESSAGE FROM 10+ INDIGENOUS LEADERS AND ORGANIZATIONS
REGENERATIVE AGRICULTURE AND PERMACULTURE OFFER NARROW SOLUTIONS TO THE
CLIMATE CRISIS
Republished from Cultural Survival, November 24, 2020, https://www.culturalsurvival.org/news/whitewashedhope-message-10-indigenous-leaders-and-organizations
Regenerative agriculture (Regen Ag) and permaculture claim to be the solutions to our ecological crises.
While they both borrow practices from Indigenous cultures, critically, they leave out our worldviews and continue
the pattern of erasing our history and contributions to the modern world.
While the practices 'sustainable farming' promote are important, they do not encompass the deep cultural
and relational changes needed to realize our collective healing.
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Where is ‘Nature’?
Regen Ag and permaculture often talk about what's happening 'in nature': "In nature, soil is always
covered.” “In nature, there are no monocultures." Nature is viewed as separate, outside, ideal, perfect. Human
beings must practice “biomimicry” (the mimicking of life) because we exist outside of the life of Nature.
Indigenous Peoples speak of our role AS Nature. (Actually, Indigenous languages often don't have a word
for Nature, only a name for Earth and our Universe.) As cells and organs of Earth, we strive to fulfill our roles as
her caregivers and caretakers. We often describe ourselves as "weavers", strengthening the bonds between all
beings.
Death Doesn’t Mean Dead
Regen Ag and Permaculture often maintain the "dead" worldview of Western culture and science: Rocks,
mountains, soil, water, wind, and light all start as "dead". (E.g., "Let's bring life back to the soil!" — implying soil,
without microbes, is dead.) This worldview believes that life only happens when these elements are brought
together in some specific and special way.
Indigenous cultures view the Earth as a communion of beings and not objects: All matter and energy is
alive and conscious. Mountains, stones, water, and air are relatives and ancestors. Earth is a living being whose
body we are all a part of. Life does not only occur when these elements are brought together; Life always is. No
“thing” is ever dead; Life forms and transforms.
From Judgemental to Relational
Regen Ag and Permaculture maintain overly simplistic binaries through subscribing to good and bad.
Tilling is bad; not tilling is good. Mulch is good; not mulching is bad. We must do only the ‘good’ things to reach
the idealized, 99.9% biomimicked farm/garden, though we will never be as pure or good "as Nature", because we
are separate from her.
Indigenous cultures often share the view that there is no good, bad, or ideal—it is not our role to judge. Our
role is to tend, care, and weave to maintain relationships of balance. We give ourselves to the land: Our breath and
hands uplift her gardens, binding our life force together. No one is tainted by our touch, and we have the ability to
heal as much as any other lifeform.
Our Words Shape Us
Regen Ag and Permaculture use English as their preferred language no matter the geography or culture:
You must first learn English to learn from the godFATHERS of this movement. The English language judges and
objectifies, including words most Indigenous languages do not: 'natural, criminal, waste, dead, wild, pure…'
English also utilizes language like "things" and "its" when referring to “non-living, subhuman entities."
Among Indigenous cultures, every language emerges from and is therefore intricately tied to place. Inuit
people have dozens of words for snow and her movement; Polynesian languages have dozens of words for water's
ripples. To know a place, you must speak her language. There is no one-size-fits-all, and no words for non-living
or sub-human beings, because all life has equal value.
People are land. Holistic includes History.
Regen Ag and Permaculture claim to be holistic in approach. When regenerating a landscape, ‘everything’
is considered: soil health, water cycles, local ‘wildlife’, income and profit. ‘Everything’, however, tends to
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EXCLUDE history: Why were Indigenous homelands steal-able and why were our Peoples and lands rape-able?
Why were our cultures erased? Why does our knowledge need to be validated by ‘Science’? Why are we still
excluded from your ‘healing’ of our land?
Among Indigenous cultures, people belong to land rather than land belonging to people. Healing of land
MUST include healing of people and vice versa. Recognizing and processing the emotional traumas held in our
bodies as descendants of assaulted, enslaved, and displaced Peoples is necessary to the healing of land. Returning
our rights to care for, harvest from, and relate to the land that birthed us is part of this recognition.
Composting
Regen Ag and Permaculture often share the environmentalist message that the world is dying and we must
“save” it. Humans are toxic, but if we try, we can create a "new Nature" of harmony, though one that is not as
harmonious as the "old Nature" that existed before humanity. Towards this mission, we must put Nature first and
sacrifice ourselves for “the cause”.
Indigenous cultures often see Earth as going through cycles of continuous transition. We currently find
ourselves in a cycle of great decomposition. Like in any process of composting there is discomfort and a knowing
that death always brings us into rebirth. Within this great cycle, we all have a role to play. Recognizing and healing
all of our own traumas IS healing Earth's traumas, because we are ONE.
Where to go from here?
Making up only 6.2% of our global population, Indigenous Peoples steward 80% of Earth's biodiversity
while managing over 25% of her land. Indigenous worldviews are the bedrocks that our agricultural practices and
lifeways arise from. We invite you to ground your daily practices in these ancestral ways, as we jointly work
towards collective healing.
Learn whose lands you live on (native-land.ca), their history, and how you can support their causes and cultural
revitalization.
Watch @gatherfilm and Aluna documentary.
Amplify the voices and stories of Indigenous Peoples and organizations.
Follow, support, donate to, and learn from the contributors to this post.
Help republish this open-source post: https://bit.ly/IndigenousWorldViews
Contributors:
@CulturalSurvival / Galina Angarova
Māori Waitaha Grandmothers Council & Region Net Positive / Tanya Ruka
@NEN_NorthEastNetwork / Seno Tsuhah
Society for Alternative Learning & Transformation & African Biodiversity Network / Simon Mitambo
Center for Indigenous Knowledge and Organizational Development / Bern Guri
@EarthIsOhana @LoamLove / Kailea Frederick
RegenAgAlliance.org / Reginaldo Haslett-Marroquin
@Linda.Black.Elk / Tatanka Wakpala Model Sustainable Community
@GreenstoneFarm_LA / Greenstone Farm and Sanctuary
@CulturalConservancy / Melissa K. Nelson PhD
@NatKelley
@GatherFilm
@AGrowingCulture
@Terralingua.Langscape
@FarmerRishi
@KameaChayne
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MIGIZI STATEMENT ON LOSS OF HOME
MIGIZI Board of Directors Statement on Loss of Home, May 29, 2020, https://www.migizi.org/post/loss-of-home.
We at MIGIZI are devastated by the loss of our home. The building is just a block and a half away from the
Minneapolis police precinct building that burned last night. Although our home was not specifically targeted,
flames from another fire spread to us.
It is painful to lose a home. The youth we proudly serve deserve our best. We refer to children as
wakanyeja, sacred ones. Our youth are wakan, sacred. This home is sacred.
Our sacred youth primarily need two things – a positive identity based on their talents, dreams and
American Indian cultural ways. They also need a sense of belonging - connections to others in a circle of support.
MIGIZI is that circle, an extended family of relatives who are trying to help youth be successful,
contributing members of the American Indian and broader community – as students, storytellers, workers earning a
living wage or better, and as fiercely proud Indigenous people.
We are very, very sad today. It hurts to see hard work, dreams and spirit – yes, spirit – go up in flames. But
the MIGIZI circle is still strong and we will rebuild. We will rebuild! We are grateful and moved for the
outpouring of concern, love and financial support that we have seen in just a few hours.
We are working through many emotions, including disbelief and anger. We moved into this new home only
last year, after raising more than $1.6 million to buy it and renovate it. But despite our sadness, we also have deep
understanding about why Minneapolis has resorted to destructive protests, in the face of such overwhelming
oppression faced by African-Americans, American Indian people and others.
This is a struggle that is about much more than police brutality. Sure, that's a huge problem. To understand
this pain, you must read the statement by leaders of other Minneapolis American Indian organizations about the
long history of abuse by police in our community. Our own youth face this kind of racism and discrimination
nearly every day. As Minneapolis NAACP president Leslie Redmond said today, “we're all tired of being tired.”
This is about more than the police. it's about nearly every system in Minnesota – institutional racism.
Minnesota has among the worst disparities in education, health, housing and incarceration of any other state in the
nation. These problems go deep, as far back as the Minnesota state leaders who legalized taking the best Dakota
farmland and Ojibwe timber.
But the struggle we all face today is a collective struggle, no matter your skin color. our tribal culture is
about collective well-being.
We are not an individualistic culture. We define our success in the context of the circle, how we can use
our talents and resources to make the circle stronger. We lift up everyone in the circle, we share, we help, we
support, we love. we are all related. your well-being impacts my well-being.
If Minnesota would just follow these Indigenous principles, then there would be no need for destructive
protests. there would be no inequity, no poverty, no domination - in the collective circle.
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In our Indian way, this home should feel like your home. You would see the destruction of MIGIZI's home
as you would the destruction of your own home. That's how we see the world. we are all related. and that’s how we
will rebuild.
<>+<:x:>+<>
ACTS OF SOLIDARITY ON INDIGENOUS PEOPLES DAY AND BEYOND
Daisee Francour*
Republished from Cultural Survival, October 11, 2020, https://www.culturalsurvival.org/news/acts-solidarityindigenous-peoples-day-and-beyond
Shékoli swakwe·ku, Daisee ni yukyats. Anowal ni wakitalo:tʌ. Onʌyota'a:ka ni wakahutsyotʌ. My name is
Daisee Francour, I am an enrolled citizen of the Oneida Nation of Wisconsin and a member of the Turtle Clan. I
write to you all, my relatives, to share my thoughts and reflections on Indigenous Peoples Day, and how we can
collectively support Indigenous Peoples with resolutions for the future.
The idea of dedicating a day to recognize and honor Indigenous Peoples is long overdue. This day of
“honor” made its first appearance on October 12, 1992, when the city council of Berkeley, California, established
the first Indigenous Peoples Day, replacing the overrated holiday, Christopher Columbus Day, citywide. The city
of Berkeley made a courageous effort to set an important and necessary precedence of recognizing the existence of
Indigenous Peoples, opening a door of commitment to right the wrongs of a painful history of genocide, stolen
land and violence against Indigenous women and children. Not until 2014, did the city council of Minneapolis,
Minnesota, follow pursuit to also rename and replace Columbus Day with Indigenous Peoples Day. In the last few
years we have seen an increasing number of cities, Tribal governments and non-governmental institutions replace
Columbus Day with Indigenous Peoples Day.
It is clear that replacing the colonial holiday with a single day to recognize and honor Indigenous Peoples is
a step in the right direction, but it is just the beginning to building a collective resolution with supplemental actions
to right the wrongs this country has waged against this land’s first peoples. To start, we must think and act beyond
one day a year to recognize Indigenous Peoples, because undoing 500+ years of colonialism will not be resolved in
one day. Undoing long-standing, false misconceptions and systemic racism against Indigenous Peoples should not
rest on the shoulders of Indigenous Peoples alone, rather our allies must also organize and mobilize in coordination
with us to resolve the historical warfare against our communities.
To support the undoing of generations of violence and trauma against Indigenous Peoples and making room
for a more equitable future means correcting and changing behaviors. Non-Indigenous people and allies must
challenge their pre-existing bias and misinformation that they hold about Indigenous Peoples and our cultures. This
begins with breaking down harmful language and stereotypes when talking about Indigenous Peoples. Refrain
from using past tense and grouping the hundreds and thousands of Indigenous Peoples and cultures that exist here
on Turtle Island into one stand-alone culture or group. We are not a monolithic people, nor are all of our cultures
and languages the same. Each Tribe, Nation and Indigenous community has a rich, diverse and resilient culture and
language that exists today. We are still here, and talking about us as if we are a thing of the past and no longer here
is an act of violence, and reinforces the discrimination and racism we endure today. When referencing Indigenous
Peoples in text, capitalizing the “I” in Indigenous recognizes our people as a legitimate and an important group that
demands respect when addressed. Moreover, using the plural form of “Peoples” acknowledges the diversity and
uniqueness from one nation to the next.
Furthermore, while our cultures and languages have existed alongside us since millennia, we are also
contemporary people. We too, live in a modern world, and our cultures, languages and ways of life have evolved.
Our cultures and languages are also thriving and our communities are not just in a state of threat, scarcity, or
vulnerability. Our values teach us reciprocity, responsibility, respect, relationships and much more. Our
understanding of family is not constricted to just those in our immediate family, but includes our extended family,
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community and all living things. By understanding that all things are related and interconnected, it illustrates our
responsibility to steward, care for and respect one another and Mother Earth. By rejecting extractive and
exploitative behaviors and instead living in reciprocity and in balance with our environment, we are following our
original instructions. Indigenous Peoples have and in many ways continue to live in states of abundance and in
fact, our values and original instructions are why we have remained so resilient.
As we look to the future, we cannot repeat history. This means centering Indigenous leadership, Indigenous
rights and our sovereignty in all layers of decision making in this country. Every inch of land in the so-called
United States is stolen land, and Indigenous Peoples are experts in how to steward this land and maintain balance
in our ecosystems. Through our values, traditional knowledge, ceremonies, cultures and ancestral memories we
hold the answers in how to restore our environment, and this world wretched with chaos. We must be included and
centered in conversations and actions made about racial, social and climate justice. As social justice movements
talk more about the inclusion of BIPOC voices, the “I”, which stands for Indigenous, should not just be a checkmark, as that is an act of tokenization, not solidarity. Conversations about decolonization should not be led by
white people, but instead Indigenous Peoples (including the compensation for their time and labor). Engaging and
collaborating with Indigenous Peoples requires authentic trust and relationship building, and should seek to build
reciprocal relationships rather than transactional ones. Indigenous Peoples are the experts of their own futures, so
when partnering with us, supporting our self-determination must be the ultimate goal.
Moreover, Indigenous Peoples well-being and futures are deeply tied to land, territories and natural
resources. Numerous federal policies, capitalism, colonialism, and white supremacy have contributed to the
displacement of Indigenous Peoples. Extractive industries and for-profit companies have added to this
displacement and the violence against our communities and our homelands. We must remember that capitalism is
unsustainable, and that it must constantly rebrand itself to maintain its validity; that includes finding new ways to
hoard resources and control and maintain privileges affiliated with socioeconomic status. It should be noted that all
wealth that is fueled by, and contributes to, capitalism, has been built off the backs of Indigenous Peoples,
including our lands, territories, and natural resources. Capitalism shows up in our lives in many forms. From our
food systems exploiting Indigenous migrant workers to the oil in your car that comes from an oil company
violating treaty rights and building pipelines that spill and pollute our waterways, to construction companies
building on sacred sites where our ancestors are buried, modern day colonialism still exists. Where the
dispossession of land exists, so does extractive wealth. It is undeniable that every dollar or form of currency that is
connected to capitalism is, in fact, dirty money. Familial, generational wealth can also be tied to the dispossession
of stolen, Indigenous land and the exploited free labor of Black slaves. To right these wrongs, there should be a
return of stolen land and extractive wealth. Research whose land you occupy and consider putting that local
Indigenous community into your will, and regularly donate to Indigenous communities and Indigenous-led
organizations as an act of solidarity.
As cities, organizations, businesses and even individuals begin to reject Columbus Day and replace it with
Indigenous Peoples Day, they should first and foremost ask themselves why they are taking this action. It shouldn’t
be done because it is popular or good for public relations, but because it is the right thing to do. Acknowledging
this day should be the floor, and not the ceiling in their actions to acknowledge and be in solidarity with
Indigenous Peoples. Including us in their decision making, breaking down systemic barriers, honoring our rights,
sovereignty and Free, Prior and Informed Consent should be other necessary acts of solidarity they must take on.
Our home has become your home, and we are more than just a holiday-- we are a part of the same community, and
we demand dignity, equality and respect so we too, can determine our own livelihoods and futures. We cannot
dedicate just one day to acknowledging Indigenous Peoples, each and every day can and should be an act of
solidarity, by centering Indigenous leadership and collectively honoring and advocating for Indigenous rights.
* Daisee Francour (Onʌyota'a:ka/Oneida) has worked 10+ years in non-profits, grassroots organizing and as a
direct service provider by serving vulnerable groups like Native Americans with disabilities/special needs,
domestic violence victims, the homeless, and formerly incarcerated inmates. This has deepened her advocacy and
movement building work as a radical woman working in philanthropy and a former program officer at the
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Christensen Fund. Currently, she works as a strategist, resource mobilizer, organizational development consultant
and philanthropic advisor to support Indigenous organizations locally and globally. Her work centers to empower
Tribes, Native Nations as well as Native-led institutions to build their capacity, leadership, organizational
infrastructure and develop holistic strategies to support their resource generation and organizational sustainability.
Daisee holds a MPPA from Adler University and a Bachelors in sociology and criminal justice from University of
Wisconsin—Parkside.
****{@}****
Columbus Must Come Down:
Why A Monument to White Supremacy Can’t Stay in Boston’s Waterfront Park
Phillippa Pitts*
Republished from Cultural Survival, August 20, 2020, https://www.culturalsurvival.org/news/columbus-mustcome-down-why-monument-white-supremacy-cant-stay-bostons-waterfront-park.
After 41 years in existence and almost as many years under protest, the presence of a Christopher
Columbus statue in Boston’s Waterfront Park is once again under official review. Following its temporary removal
in June, Mayor Marty Walsh has called for an analysis of “the statue’s historic meaning” to decide whether or not
the sculpture should return to the Park. What we need, however, is an analysis of all the pasts, presents, and futures
which coalesce around this statue and a conversation about the ongoing harm that this monument—and those like
it—cause today.
“Colonial mythology is everywhere, enshrined in our schools, our laws, and in our public places,” says Erin
Genia (Sisseton-Wahpeton Dakota), an artist in residence for the city of Boston. “We can no longer deflect
responsibility for these transgressions into the past, because colonial mechanisms persist in harming Indigenous
people and people of color everyday. These mechanisms occur openly, in public space, for all to see, creating a
population that has been desensitized to its legacy. It’s time to confront these myths.”
The Creation and Re-creation of Waterfront Park
The land which is now known as Waterfront Park has taken many forms and possessed many meanings.
Not so many years ago, Massachusetts Bay was an abundant estuary ecosystem, with a rare fresh spring, thriving
salt marshes, and sprawling tidal flats. Today, the shape of the Shawmut peninsula has been entirely transformed.
Massive 19th-century landfill enterprises converted the city-polluted flats into today’s South End, Back Bay, and
Fenway. Well into the 20th century, the small stretch of harbor-facing land upon which Waterfront Park sits was a
bustling mercantile wharf and, until the completion of the Big Dig, it was contiguous with a roaring interstate
highway. All this land remains the ancestral territory of the Massachusett Nation.
Waterfront Park, which opened in 1976 on the United States’ bicentennial, was intended to rejuvenate the
industrialized city center by affording a safe, public space for all Bostonians to enjoy the ocean view. The original
design, which honored the site’s maritime past, has been adapted and modified repeatedly over the years. In fact,
on a daily basis Waterfront Park is used in scores of different ways: an open-air movie theater, an outdoor
preschool, an exercise venue, and an ever-changing public garden.
Within that historic context, the addition of Christopher Columbus’ name and statue to the park in 1979 is
just one very recent and contentious moment. The park’s appearance today is only one iteration among hundreds—
past, present, and future.
Yet, as art historian Kirk Savage wrote, statues have “a curious power to erase their own political origins and
become sacrosanct, a power that is still evident today whenever people rise to defend monuments from change or
attack.” The notion that monuments preserve some universally shared truth or civic feeling is a fiction that their
architects worked hard to produce, obscuring their individual motives behind a smokescreen of carved sponsor and
supporter names, like those which form the base of this statue.
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The Myth of Columbus
A great deal of ink has been spilled on the instigator of this particular statue project, Arthur Stivaletta.
Some focus on his skill as a community organizer, others on his anti-communist, anti-Muslim, and pro-Vietnam
war lobbying, as well as his local work against the desegregation of Boston’s schools in the 1970s. Recently, The
1492 Project, an anonymous group of Boston-based activist historians, have uncovered an astounding paper trail of
condemnatory evidence about the small group responsible for the Columbus statue’s installation. Their work raises
important questions about who the “Friends of Columbus” listed on the statues’ base were; how unpopular the
“popular” support for this monument was; and what connections this project has to the histories of race, class, and
quid pro quo corruption in Boston in the late 1970s.
Today, Stivaletta’s rhetorical framing of Columbus as the first immigrant, the first missionary, and the first
entrepreneur is carried on by organizations such as the Italian American Alliance. At best, these honorifics glorify
a worldview that continues to ignore the existence of Native Peoples, past and present. The mythologized
“freedom” and “economic opportunity” that this narrative espouses came at the genocidal expense of millions of
Indigenous people through an ongoing legacy of atrocities that began with colonization: disease, displacement,
enslavement, rape, forced conversion, and death. Within just a generation of Columbus’ landing, an estimated 50
million Indigenous people perished. That’s three and a half times the total population of New England today.
Moreover, Columbus did not merely “open the door” to settlement and colonization, as many claim.
Columbus himself was a genocidal slave trader who perpetrated an abhorrent list of violent crimes first against the
Indigenous Taino people on the island of Ayiti (Hispaniola) and subsequently across the Caribbean. The pearls,
gold, exotic animals, and enslaved Indigenous people brought back to Spain to repay Columbus’ investors
were extracted through a brutal regime of murder, brutal disfiguration, torture, sexual slavery, rape, and mass
enslavement, all justified by colonial greed and hidden behind a rhetorical smokescreen of eternal salvation.
Columbus cannot be salvaged by claims that he was a man of his time: even his contemporaries condemned the
atrocities he committed.
The sanitized statue in Waterfront Park makes none of this visible. Columbus stands alone, holding an
empty map of the supposedly-empty world he ‘discovered’. The pile of bodies at his feet are not to be shown, in
the hopes that they will not be remembered.
But they are remembered; by Indigenous People across the Americas and native to the lands where
Waterfront Park is now situated. “For us, Columbus is a constant reminder that we’ve been colonized, a reminder
of the brutality that happened here. It’s propaganda, centered around an individual who committed atrocities,”
explains Faries Gray, Sagamore of the Massachusett Tribe.
A Monument to White Supremacy
Yet, even with the careful erasure of Columbus’ crimes, this statue is still not a monument to Italian
Americans’ contributions to their country. It is a document of their exclusion.
As historians Matthew Jacobson, Danielle Battisti, Jennifer Guglielmo, Salvatore Salerno, and others have
well documented,Italian Americans’ racial status oscillated over the course of the 19th and 20th centuries.
Whiteness—as both a social and a legal category—was a closely guarded privilege doled out by scientists,
academics, government officials, politicians, journalists, and immigration officers. Successive waves of European
immigrants were classified into a fluid hierarchy of relative whiteness which determined their access to work,
housing, legal protection, and economic opportunity. Nationalities like Irish, Greek, and Italian became racial
groups in the United States, ones subsequently ranked lower than English, French, and German on a ladder of
relative “whiteness.” Dark-skinned, southern Sicilians were often coded as Black both in Italy and in the Americas,
subject to racially-motivated vile slurs and violent acts.
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Celebrating Christopher Columbus offered one way of moving up this ladder. It allowed Italian Americans
to author their way into American mythology not as new immigrants but as founding fathers, with all the
paternalistic rights that such a status implied.It was a narrative that served American goals more broadly: it offered
a story of an ascendant New World completely un-indebted to British forefathers. Thus, the momentum around
Columbus continued from the naming of the District of Columbia in 1791, to the World Columbian Exposition in
1893, to the Columbus craze of the nation’s Bicentennial Celebrations in 1976. For Italian Americans, a place
within this nation-building narrative was as valuable on the first Columbus Day in 1892—declared as an political
olive branch after the murder of 11 Italian immigrants in New Orleans—as it was in 1934 when Italian Americans
had become a significant enough voting block to push for federal recognition of the holiday, as it was in 1979
when this particular statue was included in the efforts to establish a positive identity for the then majority-Italian
enclave in Boston’s North End.
But this statue does not celebrate the myriad contributions of Italian American philosophers, scientists,
artists, and veterans. It does not honor Italian Americans’ work in overturning racist immigration policies in 1965
or remember Italian American labor activists unjustly executed for their work on behalf of immigrant and AfricanAmerican citizens. What this statue perpetuates is a politically expedient myth: a flawed tool forged for a deeply
broken world.
The Whiteness of Marble
For those who look critically, this battle for whiteness can be read on the very surface of the Waterfront
Park statue. In one of the greatest of ironies, the 19th century employed Greek and Italian heritage to create the
very racial hierarchy that Greeks and Italians then had to fight their way through.
Sculpture was foundational to racialized science in many ways, as numerous scholars have nuanced. For
example , nineteenth-century scientists used the heads and features of Greek and Roman statues—not people—to
define an ideal, quantifiable, empirical whiteness against which all other races could be measured. Plaster casts
taken from the heads of 72 Native menimprisoned in Fort Marion, FL, are still held in the collections of Harvard’s
Peabody Museum of Anthropology and Ethnography, where they were sent in the late 19th century to be used as
evidence of Native peoples’ racial inferiority. The Penn Museum has only just removed the Morton crania
collection—a euphemistic way to describe the exhumed skulls of 53 enslaved people marked, measured, and
displayed to “prove” the intellectual and physical superiority of German and English ancestry—from a basement
classroom.
This is the history that is built into Boston’s Columbus statue. If race is a discourse of the body, then a body
is the best weapon with which to argue it. The unadulterated, luminous whiteness of the sculpture’s prized Carrara
marble surface—extracted and refined by sweatshop labor—is not an accident of history or taste. As many scholars
have articulated, Carrara marble’s ubiquity in European and Euro-American public monuments was a conscious,
ideologically motivated decision. Despite the known fact that Greek and Roman sculptures were painted in a riot
of bright colors, nineteenth- and early twentieth-century cultural authorities abhorred polychrome (non-white)
sculptures, whether they were painted, pigmented, or assembled of mixed stones. As art historian Charmaine
Nelson writes, “Polychromy was associated with everything the neoclassical was not… if the (neo)classical body
was contained, controlled, pure, restrained and noble, the polychromed was unruly, diseased, sensuous and
immoral.” Color became associated with the foreign, feminine, vulgar, Queer, Black and Brown. In other words,
stone was racialized with the same harmful stereotypes that were applied to people. Marble whiteness was a way to
claim racial whiteness.
Looking at this portrayal of Columbus—for whom no accurate likeness survives—the coding beneath his
construction is barely veiled. He reads like a schema for quintessential whiteness: a thin straight nose, high
forehead, oval face, and sweeping smooth hair. Contrast this portrayal with the stereotypical features—dark
skinned, with kinky hair—assigned to Italian Americans, whose geographic origins were close enough to Africa to
place them close to Blackness. Perhaps a more skilled portrayal might have cloaked this claim with imagined
280

specifics, or attempted some kind of verism with articulated muscles, tendons, and veins. Not this sculpture. Its
point can be read quite clearly.
What we see in this statue is an image of the United States at its worst: an image motivated by race-based
exclusion, located in violent pseudo-science, accompanied by the celebration of genocide and loss. What this
statue honors is an instance of Italian Americans fighting their way up a racial hierarchy. Wouldn’t we rather
celebrate the many other examples of Italian Americans fighting their way past it?
Celebration vs. Memory
"There has always been the feeling that Italian Americans all feel the same way about Columbus," said
Heather Leavell, one of the founders of the Boston-based group Italian Americans for Indigenous Peoples' Day.
This is not true, as the organization’s website makes clear with its firm statement, “We believe that any association
with Christopher Columbus diminishes our culture and does not honor the struggles of our ancestors who,
throughout the late 19th and much of the 20th century, endured profound discrimination, economic exploitation,
and racial violence… We feel a responsibility to use the platform our ancestors have given us to ensure that we are
not repeating the same patterns of discrimination that they endured.”
The ways in which the United States has required people to perform whiteness—legally, socially, and
culturally—in order to access voting, housing, employment, and even basic liberty is not something that should be
celebrated. Do we parade Nazi flags or set up statues to Pol Pot? No. But neither do we erase or forget them. We
learn about these events in order to honor those who suffered and ensure such acts will never be repeated. How
does this statue do either—except possibly when activated by a bucket of blood-red paint?
Yet, as that red paint drips down over a base covered with the names of Italian Americans, it sets up a false
dichotomy. It implies that there is choice to be made between either celebrating genocide or dishonoring the many
contributions of Italian Americans to this country and Italians to the world. This is a fiction produced by the statue,
not a truth in the world. There can be both Italian American heritage month (October, in Massachusetts) and an
Indigenous Peoples’ Day celebrated on the second Monday of the month. In a Waterfront Park that welcomes
everyone, there could be monuments to many Italian heroes and heroines without celebrating the loss of millions
of Indigenous lives. Columbus is the problem, not the answer. Gray, of the Massachusett Tribe, suggests that a
dialogue could take place to determine how to honor Italian heritage at that site in a way that is palatable to all.
“There are so many Italian people throughout history who are a better fit to honor instead of Columbus. We
understand how Italian Americans were treated when they first got here… and we all live here now… but we
shouldn’t celebrate anyone throughout history that has committed acts of violence against anyone.”
Cities around the country—and across this hemisphere—are employing precisely this logic. In Buffalo, an
Italian American heritage group voluntarily removed their Columbus statue, with plans to replace it with one
which better honors Italian heritage. In Baltimore, the city declined to intervene as protestors relocated a statue of
Columbus from Little Italy to the Inner Harbor. Their mayor, Bernard Young, firmly stated that the city’s
resources should be dedicated to protecting lives, not statues. The city of Columbus, OH, is even reconsidering its
own name, having removed its Columbus statue and dispensed with Columbus Day as a holiday. “For many people
in our community, the statue represents patriarchy, oppression and divisiveness. That does not represent our great
city, and we will no longer live in the shadow of our ugly past,” said Columbus mayor Andrew Ginther. “Now is
the right time to replace this statue with artwork that demonstrates our enduring fight to end racism and celebrate
the themes of diversity and inclusion.”
“There are some people who won’t listen, who refuse to learn,” says Mahtowin Munro (Lakota), a coleader of the United American Indians of New England. “I don’t think that their feelings about loving Columbus
should be privileged over the genuine damage that we feel as Indigenous people by going generation after
generation where Columbus is held up as some kind of hero. And especially the damage that it does to our
children.”
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Contextualization Is Not an Appropriate Response
Often, calls for the removal of Columbus statues have prompted counter-proposals to contextualize the
objects where they are. Such plans ostensibly mitigate the harm these sculptures do by transforming them into
spaces for education, conversation, and dialogue using the entire musicological toolkit of programming,
interpretive signage, and audio tours. Regardless of whether these gestures would succeed in any given space, none
of them could undo the physical and spatial power of this statue’s placement within this part of the urban built
environment. Waterfront Park is not the appropriate site for this conversation.
Boston is a city which has almost entirely been turned over to Anglo-American ideas of enclosure, private
property, and ecologically catastrophic “improvement.” There are few spaces remaining which are left open to
communal use: to celebrate water, land, air, and sea. Within the settler legal framework, the land formally
maintained by tribes in the Northeast has been eroded into near-nonexistence by centuries of seizure, sale, and
fraud. However, the Northeast remains Native space: its land, rivers, hills, marshes, and harbors. Where Boston’s
settler cultures use plaques, sculptures, and fences to carve out historic spaces and materialize a narrative of
colonial expansion and Indigenous disappearance, Native Peoples locate their histories in the place itself: in rocks,
hills, trees, water, and land.
These histories do not end at the modern borders of modern cities. Since its creation, Waterfront Park has
been an important—and often painful—memoryscape for Indigenous people. It looks out on the Harbor Islands,
which were, for centuries, a seasonal home with plentiful food, before becoming a place of mass internment and
death during King Philips’ War. Every year, the park is the terminus of the Boston Indigenous Peoples’ Day March,
which celebrates the resiliency, survival, and power of Native people. To place a monument to white supremacy on a
pedestal, presiding over that space, is an act that no contextualization can undo.
“This park should belong to the people of Boston and be a public place that feels welcoming to everyone in
Boston, ” says Munro. At the moment however, Munro says, “It’s a park dedicated to white supremacy; it’s a park
dedicated to Indigenous genocide… the messaging is clear with the statue here that this is an area where white
people are welcome, but where our people are not welcome. So we’ve been asking for years that this statue come
down and that Columbus no longer be celebrated.”
“It’s a shame that it had to come to the defacement of a statue to get attention. That our people have to cry
out to get listened to. That says a lot about the society we’re in,” laments Gray. “If they put the statue back up, it’s
going to continue. They need to take it down and move on.”
Update and how to take action:
The Boston Arts Commission recently delayed a vote on whether to permanently remove the statue, and a
future date for further hearings is to be announced.
Make your voice heard on the removal of the Columbus from Boston’s Waterfront Park and across the
Commonwealth
•
•
•
•

Submit testimony to the Boston Arts Commission here
Sign a petition to the Mayor of Boston here
Support the Massachusetts Indigenous Legislative Agenda by taking action here
Take action to change Columbus Day to Indigenous Peoples Day at IndigenousPeoplesDayMA.org
VAVAVAV
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INCLUDING INDIGENOUS PEOPLE WITH DISABILITIES IN COVID-19 RESPONSES
Phillippa Pitts*
Re published from Cultural Survival, July 16, 2020, https://www.culturalsurvival.org/news/including-indigenouspeople-disabilities-covid-19-responses.
Although no global census exists, the United Nations Permanent Forum estimates that there are as many as
54 million Indigenous people with disabilities. “Persons with disabilities are a heterogeneous group. They are
women, children, sexual minorities,” reflected Pratima Gurung (Gurung), General Secretary of the Indigenous
Persons with Disabilities Global Network and President of the National Indigenous Disabled Women Association,
during a recent International Indian Treaty Council webinar on the topic. “In a normal situation, these people are
marginalized and excluded because of their Indigenous identity, their disability identity, and their other identities.
In the COVID-19 situation, the marginalization and discrimination that they face in their daily life overlap…
People with disabilities are invisible. Women are invisible. In the COVID-19 response? They are unheard, their
voices are unheard.”
Invisibility and Exclusion
As governments, scientists, and health officials scramble to comprehend a complex and unknown virus, the
ways in which they frame the problem has drastic consequences for those on the ground. Incomplete and
unhelpfully aggregated data on the pandemic’s disproportionate impact on Indigenous communitiesobscures their
elevated risk levels and stymies targeted distribution of vital aid. Climate change, sea level rise, environmental
degradation, and pollution—along with their deleterious effects on Indigenous people’s health—become less
visible, not more. Yet these factors, among others, make Indigenous peoples statistically far more likely to
experience disability in comparison to the general population.
Despite ongoing calls from the United Nations, few states collect or release usable data on the virus’ impact
on Indigenous Peoples, let alone on Indigenous people with disabilities. “We don’t show up in the process,”
reflected Olga Montufar, president of the Indigenous Persons with Disabilities Global Network. And exclusion
from the process means exclusion from protective policies.
In a pandemic, invisibility and marginalization are lethal. Supplies that people need for daily life are
delayed by or diverted to fight the pandemic. Rationing of saline, catheter pipes, plasma factor, and medicines of
all types causes disease progression, flare-ups, and new infections. Indigenous communities are often overlooked
or undercounted in the allocation of what resources exist. Quarantine provisions are often inaccessible to people
with a range of disabilities, and are often not women- or Indigenous-friendly. As support workers fall ill or relocate
to avoid the pandemic, their clients are left without care options. People with disabilities are overlooked in the
allocation of unemployment and workplace assistance, often because of the false stereotype that disability is
inability. As economies tighten and social relief dissipates, rates of violence and abuse against Indigenous women
and people with disabilities is on the rise. The threats of homelessness, job loss, and poverty rise alongside them.
Even in New Zealand, which has been lauded for its successful control of the COVID-19 pandemic, people
with disabilities are dangerously overlooked. One simple example among many, offered by Kera SherwoodO’Regan (Māori) from SustainedAbility, lies in the legal framework which made people with disabilities the
employers of their support workers. This means that, during a pandemic, people with disabilities were individually
tasked with obtaining personal protective equipment for themselves and their hands-on care givers. With rampant
national hoarding, and without access to pre-allocated supplies, people with disabilities were left in the dangerous
position of either not having care or placing themselves and their support workers at elevated risk. “That was a
burden that should have been borne by the government and could have been borne by the government, if they had
actually collaborated with Indigenous disability services groups,” said Sherwood-O’Regan. “We cannot address
inequities in health services, if we are not involved in the health system.”
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Gurung noted the same pair of problems in her home in Nepal. “There is a huge lack of representation for
Indigenous people with disabilities and a lack of an integrated approach between people, states, and development
partners,” she said. There is no one solution that will work for all Indigenous Peoples, nor for all people with
disabilities. Both categories are wonderfully diverse and, in combination, even more so. “Someone with an
intellectual disability affected by COVID will need a different treatment than someone who has an auditory or
motor disability,” remarked Montufar. “If we want to have something good, those who are affected need to be
present in the discussion. It’s important to remember: nothing about us, without us.”
Indigenous people with disabilities deserve equitable access to quality medical care. New and experimental
treatments administered within overloaded hospital systems already pose huge risks for people with functional
diversity. For those who are also Indigenous, the additional alienation and prejudice they face in medical spheres is
unconscionable. Moreover, mainstream medicine’s tendency to ignore or dismiss the fact that Indigenous people
practice Traditional medicines is painful and deeply unproductive at best. During COVID-19, it will be the cause
of preventable deaths.
Calling for a Co-Creative Framework
A collaborative, co-creative framework is vital to correcting the poor choices which have unnecessarily
increased the risk to and suffering of Indigenous people with disabilities. Included on such a list would be the
many life-threatening breakdowns in communication. As Sherwood-O’Regan noted, even in New Zealand “there
were disabled, Indigenous people living off the grid, without access to technology. They didn’t know there was a
pandemic until their support workers stopped showing up.” But it’s not just those off the grid who are locked out
of the information. Screen-reader inaccessible websites and heavily designed graphic public service
announcements are inaccessible. Sign language interpretation is stylishly reduced to an illegibly small size and
thus rendered useless. Reliance on the mainstream media’s ability to disseminate information means that
information is only disseminated in the languages the mainstream media speak. Even when successfully
transmitted, information provided about COVID-19 prevention is frequently culturally inappropriate for
Indigenous people’s lived experiences and unimplementable within Indigenous communities.
Communication also needs to run in two directions. It is not that Indigenous peoples with disabilities
cannot speak. Artificial barriers, physical and cultural, create a series of hurdles around spaces for political
participation. “Disability should not be a limitation to going to these meetings to present our issues or cases,” noted
Petuuche Gilbert (Acoma Pueblo), the Indigenous World Association President, who reflected on his experiences
as a blind Indigenous man. “It is important that we as Indigenous peoples are struggling to survive under
colonialism. Everything that we can say or do to help each other is beneficial.”
Sherwood-O’Regan powerfully named another problem with the global messaging around the pandemic.
“The narratives about COVID-19 really undermine disability rights and Indigenous sovereignty. There’s a strong
narrative that, ‘It’s okay, COVID-19 will only affect those with preexisting conditions… and what that says to a lot
of us in the disability community is that we don’t matter.”
'Let’s take the opportunity of this pandemic situation to reach the most marginalized,” Gurung remarked.
“Let’s see those layers of multiple identities that impact people as Indigenous people with disabilities, as women
with disabilities. Let’s create an example of best practices: a human rights based approach, working and
collaborating with people with disabilities around the world. It’s time to act collaboratively. To prove to the world
that Indigenous People have challenges and solutions within themselves to support the most vulnerable people.
Learning and understanding, and leaving no one behind.'”
°°°°°°°°
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IT'S IMPORTANT TO:
REBUTTABLE FNLMA FACT SHEET

Gary August Schlueter, * garyaschlueter@gmail.com
Rolland Pangowish prepared a fact sheet about Canada's First Nation Land Management Act (FNLMA). It
was dated January 24, 2019 and he mentions December 2018 as when these major amendments to the longstanding Indian Act were made. I see by Justice Laws Website, FNLMA is current as of May 17, 2020.
At the core of FNLMA is the term Land Code. According to Samantha Fex, the Land Code for those tribal
bands who chose it, replaces the 32 sections of the Indian Act that pertain to land management.
According to Fex, "The Framework Agreement on First Nation Land Management was signed in 1996 by
First Nations and Canada." Muskoday First Nation was the first nation and their land management tenure began in
2000. By 2018 there were 70 First Nations of Canada who had implemented their own Land Codes, she reported.
A take-away line from this Q&A is, "This means that the Government of Canada no longer has a say in
how the community’s reserve lands are managed." The government is giving away something and that makes RP
skeptical.
RP's Fact Sheet says FNLMA "is alternative legislation the replaces 40 sections of the Indian Act." The Fex
'Land Code Q&A' mentioning 32 was published on OneFeather January 22, 2018, a year before RP was published.
Government can certainly add eight sections in one year.
As defined by Samantha Fex, I say the Land Code is a good thing and a lot, but not all, of what RP is
ripping at is erroneous or something even less. I sense fear in RP's 'Fact Sheet' which, by the way is not a fact sheet
because it asks questions. (A fact sheet should be answering questions, not asking them. There are other rhetorical
persuasion tools better suited for questioning.)
So in response to RP's 'Fact Sheet', here's my topic sentence: Devices to distribute land into the hands of the
indigenous people of those lands are on the up-swing in Canada and should be used as an example for the other
nations of the Western Hemisphere to follow.
The Indigenous people of the New World were one, 20,000 years ago. Around 15,000 years ago they
diverged into two sub-groups, Northern Native American and Southern Native American. Today there are many
nations of Native Americans, many tribes and many bands and like the band, tribe and nation, they are one, of one
basal Ancestral Native American lineage. So sayeth J. Victor Moreno-Mayar, et al in their 2018 paper 'Early
human dispersals within the Americas.'
To deal with them as nations is imperative in these latter days of human consciousness. Canada seems to be
doing that.
These emerging Native American land-use devices which RP is so skeptical of, serve their goal; they
ensure the economic and environmental viability of Indigenous nations. In 1996 when Chief Paddy Peters
witnessed a clear-cut on lands neighboring his tribe he had an epiphany, his people could do a better job managing
the forest. "We have to do something about this for our community," he said.
Consequently, ten years later the Pikangikum signed an agreement with the Province of Ontario creating a
strategy for the Pikangikum to manage Whitefeather Forest, their ancestral homeland.
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"The Whitefeather Forest is described as a cultural landscape, with special meaning for Pikangikum people,
past, present and future," according to Charlie Lauer, Ontario Ministry of Natural Resources. "Pikangikum sets out
a vision for a strong community future, where new resource-based activities will support economic renewal in
harmony with Pikangikum people's cultural legacy."
Pikangikum Elder Solomon Turtle explained, "We started this Initiative because of the land. The people of
Pikangikum have lived on this land for a long time and this is how we survived . . . We started this for our youth."
RP seems to consider these devices as examples of the Canadian government "off-loading of financial
responsibilities by helping create corporate entities to raise capital, manage finances and control governance on
reserve lands." Except for the negative connotation in 'off-loading of financial responsibilities', I completely agree
with RP.
The corporate entities created are "the result of years of hard work by many people," according to Chief
Dan Owens message in the formal Whitefeather Forest transfer document. "It is nothing short of a profound duty
to ensure that the Planning Area (WF) and its ecological legacy are sustained into the future. This is a duty that is
shared by every person from every culture."
The corporate entities created of, by and for the Pikangikum are necessary to deal with the world
economically. Corporations often, and for good reason, are the bad guys, but that's western economic corporations.
Native American corporate power comes from a different place. Jon Gibson in The Ancient Mounds of Poverty
Point described a corporate strategy that "emphasized welfare of the group as a whole and discouraged
vainglorious behavior." I call this a cooperative corporate strategy.
(By the way, Gibson felt Poverty Point culture employed "a networking strategy which emphasized
individualized-centered exchange relationships." Long story, but it boils down to, there was no rock anywhere near
Poverty Point and they were a rock-oriented culture, ergo, network and trade.)
While the recent rise in Native American forest reserve initiatives is a good sign, the recent rise should not
be seen as a fad or ephemeral economic phenomenon. The Menominee have managed their forest in Wisconsin
successfully for 140 years.
When Chief Oshkosh started having his tribe selectively take down the trees in 1854 there was an estimated
1.2 billion board feet in their forest. By the 1990s, under Menominee Tribal Enterprise corporate management the
forest had grown by half a billion board feet, though I'd rather call them trees.
RP mentions several times that the title to these reserve lands that the government is foisting upon the tribal
bands is still in Canada's name. I agree Canada owns the reserve land and say, it doesn't matter whose name is on
the deed. No one really owns the land anyway. Title conveys a bundle of rights. In those rights are contained the
power to use or not use the land.
In the case of the Whitefeather Forest Initiative, Canada is holding the title but giving up certain of those
rights to the Pikangikum band of Ojibwe. This seems is what RP calls "federal government's off-loading." I agree
but put it differently: The federal government is off-loading certain sticks in its bundle of rights to this reserve
land. The government's hold on the land is weaker and the Pikangikum has been made stronger.
I'm sure there are many aspects of these agreements that I have not considered, things that no outsider could
know about, but if the mission is 'More Land Into Indigenous Hands,' it seems to me Canada's on the right track.
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I am drawing from three sources in my response, one is 'Land Code Q&A' by Samantha Fex published on
OneFeather January 22, 2018; the second is the Whitefeather Forest Initiative; the third is various reports about the
Menominee Tribal Enterprise.
Fact Sheet asserts "alternative legislation like the FNLMA"…"are all part of the federal government's offloading of financial responsibilities by helping create corporate entities to raise capital, manage finances and
control governance on reserve land, chaining reserves to what in effect are federal muncipalities where the federal
Crown holds underlying title, but retains no liability."
Chief Dan Owens of Pikangikum First Nation sees his nation's efforts at land managment as "vital" "to
offer our your new land-based livelihood opportunities." In an official document he said," The Whitefeather Forest
Initiative began as an effort to secure economic renewal for Pikangikum people through a forestry opportunity. The
completion of this Strategy represents a major milestone to Pikangikum people achieving this goal. It is our guide
for supporting the economic renewal of our First Nation and contributing to the larger economy of Ontario."
Land Code Q&A by Samantha Fex, dated January 22, 2018.
Published www.onefeather.ca/blog/land-code
The Indian Act is still in place, the Land Code for those tribal bands who chose it replaces the 32 sections
of the Indian Act that pertain to land management. "This means that the Government of Canada no longer has a say
in how the community’s reserve lands are managed."
The tribal band signs an Individual Agreement with Canada which describes the Land Code land, says
when the transfer will occur and "how much funding the community will receive to manage the reserve lands."
The tribal members have to agree and vote in favor for the Land Code to come into effect.
"The Framework Agreement on First Nation Land Management was signed in 1996 by First Nations and
Canada." Muskoday First Nation was the first nation and their land management tenure began in 2000. By 2018
there were 70 First Nations of Canada who had implemented their own Land Codes.
The Framework Agreement guarantees that First Nation title and rights are not affected by the Land Code
process.
A Land Code isn’t a Treaty and only deals with reserve lands
Land surrenders are not permitted under the Framework Agreement on First Nation Land Management.
The reserve land base can never shrink, it can only be added to.
The United States should follow Canada's First Nation example in taking over land management of Canada's
reserve land? Editorial to follow.
>~~<>~~<
INDIGENOUS PEOPLE’S SHOULD REJECT CANADA’S UNDRIP BILL C-15:
IT’S NOT ALL THAT MEETS THE EYE
Russ Diabo*
Republished with author's permission from First Nations Strategic Bulletin, June-December, 2020
Trudeau’s C-15 bill is an attack on Indigenous sovereignty and self-determination.
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On December 3, the Trudeau government — in its trademark style of symbolism over substance on
Indigenous policy, and after only six weeks of selective behind the scenes “engagement” with National Indigenous
organizations, the provinces and industry — introduced Bill C-15, the United Nations Declaration on the
Rights of Indigenous Peoples Act, into Parliament.
Left out of this process, as they always are, were Indigenous rights holders — the actual Indigenous
peoples from across the country. They were not consulted or even shown a draft before the bill was tabled and now
the Trudeau government is planning to rush Bill C-15 through the House of Commons at breakneck speed when it
resumes in January 2021.
There is a good reason for the government’s haste. They do not want to give Indigenous people — apart
from the small crew of federally funded Indigenous leaders — time to look at this profoundly flawed bill in detail.
Because once you look past the flowery words of the preamble, Bill C-15 is not only full of empty promises, it
actually delivers the opposite of what the government and its team of Indigenous salespersons are promising.
This is the conclusion of a group of experts from several Indigenous activists networks, including lawyers
with constitutional and interna-tional experience, who analyzed Bill C-15 and confirmed the following:
The preamble of Bill C-15 is meant to confuse and mislead Indigenous peoples and nations. The
government waxes poetic about how the "rights and principles affirmed in the declaration constitute the minimum
standards for the survival, dignity and well-being of Indigenous peoples of the world, and must be implemented in
Canada." But this preamble is in fact not legally binding so courts will focus on the main deeply flawed operative
sections 1-7 of Bill C-15.
If passed, Bill C-15 will be used by the government of Canada to reinforce the status quo of federal
self-government and land claims policies, because the Bill makes it clear that existing national laws—many of
which violate Indigenous rights—will prevail over UNDRIP.
The main sections of Bill C-15, particularly section 2, maintain the common law interpretation of
section 35(1) and section 35(2) of the Constitution Act, 1982, which is heavily based on the colonial Doctrine of
Discovery, which strips Indigenous people of their land ownership and land rights.
The primacy of the Doctrine of Discovery means Canadian courts will continue to adjudicate using existing
case law based on section 35 of the Constitution Act, 1982, and these rulings have caused major harm to the daily
life for Indigenous peoples and nations including:
The imposition of Crown sovereignty over Indigenous peoples,
including self-government rights.
Disregarding Indigenous laws and legal traditions.
Establishing that the Crown has the “ultimate title” to land.
The burden of proof imposed on Indigenous peoples and nations to establish their rights in Canadian
courts.
The ability for the Crown to infringe Aboriginal rights based on the “Sparrow test” that allows
infringement of Aboriginal rights under all sorts of circumstances.
The erosion of the duty to consult and accommodate to nothing more than a procedural right that is
reviewable based on administrative law principles.
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If Bill C-15 becomes law, all 46 articles of the UN Declaration will be interpreted and implemented
through the colonial Canadian constitutional framework, instead of respecting international law regarding the
rights of Indigenous peoples.
For
example,
the
international
Indigenous
right
of
self-determination
https://rights.culturalsurvival.org/undrip-article-03-self-determination
(UNDRIP-Article 3) will be interpreted and implemented through the
federal so-called ‘inherent right’ to self-government policy, which is not based on the international right of selfdetermination.
In fact, the federal ‘inherent right’ policy states:
“The inherent right of self-government does not include a right of sovereignty in the international law
sense…implementation of self-government should enhance the participation of Aboriginal peoples in the Canadian
federation [as fourth level “Indigenous governments.”]
UNDRIP will be used to justify the removal of Indigenous right to self-determination and with that, all of
the other promised rights of the UN Declaration — regarding restoration of stolen lands, territories and resources,
or restitution for stolen lands and the articles requiring free, prior informed consent for developments on lands of
Indigenous people’s would be meaningless.
In other words, by placing UNDRIP beneath existing Canadian law, they domesticate it out of existence.
In this sense, it follows the pattern set by the British Columbia government Bill 41 UNDRIP law. Using the
same process, ignoring British Columbia’s 203 Indian Act Bands and consulting only an Indigenous “Leadership
Council”, the British Columbia law has failed to protect Indigenous peoples and their rights.
We saw this in the case of the Wet’suwet’en Hereditary Chiefs who attempted to protect their pristine
forests from a natural gas pipeline.
British Columbia’s UNDRIP Bill was adopted in November 2019, but an injunction was issued against the
Wet’suwet’en in January 2020, and despite just having passed the UNDRIP law, Premier Horgan — whose
government has provided massive subsidies to the natural gas pipeline project — launched a large scale Royal
Canadian Mounted Police (RCMP) operation to arrest and remove dozens of Wet’suwet’en from their lands along
the pipeline route.
Like the British Columbia UNDRIP law, the federal bill will not only leave Indigenous peoples exposed to
an armed assault on their own territory, but it will also negatively impact all aspects of their lives because the bill
keeps in place the colonial system of the Crown’s (federal, provincial, municipal) centuries old domination through
its laws, including the Constitution Act of 1867 and the Constitution Act of 1982, which are based on the colonial
Doctrine of Discovery while using UNDRIP to provide a cover for their oppression.
Based on our analysis we are strongly recommending Indigenous peoples and nations reject Bill C-15 and
take action to stop Parliament from passing it!
Because it’s obvious AFN and many of our highly paid federally funded leaders singing in the
Liberal Party chorus will not!
NOTE: This article has been reprinted from versions published by the Aboriginal Peoples’
Television Network and the publication Indian Country Today.
<ˇ†ˇ>
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Indigenous Activists Networks
Defenders of the Land, Truth Campaign, Idle No More PRESS
RELASE
UNDRIP BILL C-15 DEEPLY FLAWED AND MUST BE REJECTED SAY INDIGENOUS
NETWORKS AND LAND DEFENDERS
(December 11, 2020) The Federal UN Declaration of the Rights of Indigenous Peoples Bill C-15 “is a
sleight of hand that promises to increase and expand Indigenous rights but actually accomplishes the
opposite,” says Truth Before Reconciliation Campaign spokesperson Russell Diabo.
“The government has done this,” he says, “by flipping the requirement for making Canadian law’s subject
to the provisions of UNDRIP, to making UNDRIP subject to existing Canadian laws under Section 35 of the
Constitution. Section 35 of the constitution has already been adjudicated in Canadian courts to give
Canada control of Indigenous lands under the Doctrine of Discovery, and places severe limits on the right
of self-determination.”
By subjugating UNDRIP to Section 35, Diabo says, “the government is taking away all of the rights the
declaration was designed to recognize. Under Section 35, the Indian Act and other federal laws directed at First
Nations and Indigenous Peoples, Indigenous Peoples are not recognized as part of self-determining nations, as
UNDRIP is supposed to do, but only as what Prime Minister Trudeau has described as a “fourth level of
government” behind the federal, provincial and municipal governments. Similar conclusions have been reached
by the Association of Iroquois and Allied Indians (AIAI).”
“While we support the UN version of UNDRIP, Grand Chief Joel Abram says, “the AIAI assembly voted to
oppose the UNDRIP Act because in it’s current state it forgoes the original intent of the declaration and
instead comes in the form of another White Paper sought by Trudeau’s father. Now the Prime Minister is
attempting his own version of the White Paper under the guise of a different interpretation of UNDRIP.”
Professor Nicole Schabus, who teaches law at Thompson Rivers University, says that the central problem is that
Bill C-15 tries to “domesticate” international law and “international law is approved and developed at the
international level, and these standards cannot be lowered at the national level.” By subjugating UNDRIP to
Canadian law and lowering standards, Bill C-15 denies Indigenous Peoples the right to self-determination that
UNDRIP recognizes and “the right to self-determination is the main remedy for colonization.”
Diabo was also sharply critical of the way the Bill has been recently presented by the AFN leadership at their
recent Assembly. “By refusing to allow debate on the Bill at the AFN Assembly, the AFN is opening the door to
a Trojan Horse that is designed to subjugate rather than liberate. Indigenous people should not be dazzled by
the flowery language in the Bill’s preamble but must look at the actual content of the Bill to see the danger it
poses.” Diabo is now working with Indigenous Networks and Land Defenders from across the country to mount
national and even international opposition to the Bill.
:

Communications Contact: Tori Cress at E-Mail: info@IdleNoMore.ca
Sylvia McAdam, Idle No More Organizer, Cell: (306) 281-8158
Kanahus Manuel, Defenders of the Land, Spokesperson, Cell: (250) 852-3924
Russ Diabo, Spokesperson, Truth Before Reconciliation Campaign Cell: (613) 296-0110 Rachel
Snow, Spokesperson, Truth Before Reconciliation Campaign Cell: (403) 703-8464
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This document is issued by the Coordinating Group of the Idle No More, Defenders of the Land and Truth
Campaign Networks.8

8

Defenders of the Land is a network of Indigenous communities and activists in land struggle across Canada, including Elders and
youth, women and men, dedicated to building a fundamental movement for Indigenous rights, was founded at a historic meeting in
Winnipeg from November 12-14, 2008. Idle No More was founded by four women (three of whom are Indigenous and one of whom
is White) in November 2012 in response to several bills passed in Canada that undermine Indigenous rights and environmental
protection. The movement grew quickly, and by January 2013 there were tens of thousands of Indigenous and non-Indigenous
people taking part in locally-based actions and mass mobilizations around the world. The Truth Campaign is a core team of people
who are part of an advocacy and public education campaign to get Crown governments and Canadian society to address “Truth
Before Reconciliation” because the Truth and Reconciliation Commission and its Calls to Action are not sufficient to address the
colonization that First Nations have historically experienced and which continues today particularly under the colonial policies and
legislation passed under the Constitution Act 1867 and the Constitution Act 1982.

SUMMARY OF
ANALYSIS OF FEDERAL BILL C-15:
United Nations
Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples Act
December 2020
Background:
Firstly, there were three distinct drafts of the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous peoples (UNDRIP)1
Hundreds of Indigenous representatives had direct participation over years to develop the original Text version of
UNDRIP. Politicized negotiations with nation-states lead to the The United Nations General Assembly adoption of draft
three in 2007 by resolution. The third draft of UNDRIP in 2007.
Trudeau’s government has been developing a Canadian definition of UNDRIP since 2015, with this qualified statement by
Indigenous Affairs Minister Carolyn Bennett to a United Nations body in 2016 “We intend nothing less than to adopt and
implement the declaration in accordance with the Canadian Constitution.” [emphasis added
The Government of Canada committed, through the 2019 Minister of Justice mandate letter and the 2020 Speech from the
Throne, to ensure the introduction of a government bill to support the “implementation” of the UN Declaration.
Calculated Process Leading up to Tabling of Bill C-15 into Parliament
Bill C-15: An Act respecting the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples was introduced into
Parliament on December 3, 2020, bypassing the rights holders (Indigenous Peoples and Nations). Rather the government
focused on its funded organizations (AFN, MNC, ITK) to manufacture consent: a continued violation of our right to selfdetermination. This manufactured consent brings disrepute to the process, the administration of justice and the
compromised people who have cooperated with the oppressor—the government of Canada.
Bill C-15 will negatively impact all aspects of the lives of Indigenous Peoples and Nations in Canada for generations to
come, because the Bill will keep in place the colonial system of the Crown’s (federal, provincial, municipal) centuries old
domination through its laws, including the Constitution Act 1867 and the Constitution Act 1982, which are based on the
colonial Doctrine of Discovery.
If this Bill becomes federal law, all aspects of the lives of Indigenous Peoples will be impacted negatively for generations
to come because the colonial system remains in place. The Doctrine of Discovery underscores Canadian law including
the Constitution Act 1867 and the Constitution Act 1982.
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1

Indigenous Nations' Rights in the Balance, An Analysis of the Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, By Charmaine White
Face, Zumila Wobaga, 2013, Living Justice Press

Federal UNDRIP Bill C-15 Preamble:
The preamble of Bill C-15 is not legally binding, it is meant to confuse and mislead Indigenous Peoples and Nations as to
what really is, or is not, in sections 1-7 of Bill C-15. The courts will focus on the main sections (1-7) of Bill C-15 not the
preamble.
So, do not be fooled by supporters of Bill C-15 who refer to the preamble, which is weakly worded to benefit the Crown
anyway. For example:
•

•

•

the preamble states that the doctrine of discovery is “legally invalid”, but Bill C-15 contains nothing to
acknowledge or reverse the common law’s reliance on the doctrine of discovery in its interpretation of s. 35 of
the Constitution Act, 1982;
the preamble states the urgent need to respect and promote the inherent rights of Indigenous peoples, including
their rights to their lands, territories and resources, but then contains no substantive provisions about this in Bill
C-15;
the preamble weakly states that the “declaration is affirmed as a source of the interpretation of Canadian law”,
then the preamble goes on to use even weaker wording to the effect that the declaration has “application in
Canadian law”.
Summary of Federal UNDRIP Bill C-15 Sections 1-7:

Bill C-15’s reference to section 35(1) of the Constitution Act, 1982 contradicts the preamble and reaffirms Canadian
law foundations are based on the colonial Doctrine of Discovery:
Canada is relying on the current legal framework applicable to section 35 of the Constitution Act, 1982 to implement
UNDRIP in Canadian law. This is a fatal flaw in Bill C-15, subsection 2(2) Rights of Indigenous Peoples of the Bill
states that:
This Act is to be construed as upholding the rights of Indigenous peoples recognized and affirmed by section 35 of
the Constitution Act, 1982 and not as abrogating or derogating from them
The wording of section 2(2) of Bill C-15 completely domesticates the UNDRIP commitments within the borders and
confines of the Canadian common law. This is very similar to the accomplishment made of the 2017 effort to have the
Trudeau government’s “10 Principles for Indigenous Relationships” act as a proxy for the UNDRIP, with the federal “10
Principles” simply being a restatement of the Canadian common law limitations of section 35 rights. To be clear, First
Nations should not support this legislative bill as it subjugates UNDRIP rights to the common law interpretation of section
35(1) of the Constitution Act, 1982 which is heavily based on the colonial Doctrine of Discovery.
In fact, the federal ‘Inherent Right’ Policy states “The inherent right of self-government does not include a right of
sovereignty in the international law sense…implementation of self-government should enhance the participation of
Aboriginal peoples in the Canadian federation [as fourth level “Indigenous governments”]”. [emphasis added]
Section 35(1) of the Constitution Act, 1982 must be interpreted in accordance with UNDRIP and not the other way
around.
The promise of UNDRIP includes the repudiation of the Doctrine of Discovery. In fact, the repudiation of the Doctrine
of Discovery is specifically cited in the text of UNDRIP, in addition to the Royal Commission on Aboriginal Peoples
recommendations and the Truth and Reconciliation Commission’s calls to action.
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It is not possible to implement UNDRIP and respect the recommendations of the Royal Commission and Truth and
Reconciliation Commission’s calls to action by subjugating UNDRIP rights to the current legal framework
associated with section 35 of the Constitution Act, 1982. It is dishonest for the preamble of Bill C-15 to pretend it is
rejecting the colonial Doctrine of Discovery and that there is harmony and consistency with Bill C-15 subjugating
UNDRIP rights to the current legal framework associated with section 35 of the Constitution Act, 1982, which
reaffirms the supremacy of the colonial Doctrine of Discovery.
Indigenous Peoples in international human rights law are not “Aboriginal peoples of Canada”
Another fatal flaw of Bill C-15 is the wording of subsection 2(1) Definitions – Indigenous Peoples
Subsection 2(1) of the legislative proposal states that:
In this Act, Indigenous peoples has the meaning assigned by the definition aboriginal peoples of Canada in
subsection 35(2) of the Constitution Act, 1982.
The term “Aboriginal peoples of Canada” in section 35 of the Constitution Act, 1982 will be interpreted by the Supreme
Court of Canada very soon in the Desautel case2. It is currently unknown how this term will be interpreted. One of the
issues that was central to this appeal was the debate around the “source” of Aboriginal rights and how this informs who
can hold Aboriginal rights within the borders of present-day Canada. If the Supreme Court of Canada defines section
35(1), Constitution Act, 1982 rights holders as being limited to Indigenous peoples within or connected to present day
Canada- how could Canada then respect its obligations under section 36 (Indigenous peoples divided by international
borders) of UNDRIP that would be subject to this restrictive definition? The incoherence of subjecting UNDRIP rights to
Canadian law interpretations of associated with section 35 of the Constitution Act, 1982 would once again be
demonstrated.
UNDRIP reflects the Inherent human rights of Indigenous Peoples, it would be inappropriate to define rights holders
based on a reference to section 35 of the Constitution Act, 1982 that is separate from international human rights law.
Bill C-15 does not actually implement UNDRIP
The substantive provisions of what Bill C-15 actually does is outlined in Sections 4, 5 and 6.
The wording of section 4 b) Purpose of Act (in part)
(b) provide a framework for the Government of Canada’s implementation of the Declaration.
This wording confirms very clearly that the legislation’s purpose is not to implement UNDRIP, but rather to provide a
framework for this to occur progressively through other means outlined in the legislation.
The government of Canada already has a section 35 domestic law “National Reconciliation Framework” for discussions
and negotiations with Indigenous Peoples and Nations (Recognition Tables, Modern Treaty Tables, Self-Government
Tables & federal laws creating National Fiscal & Land Institutions and there is a federal plan for a National Infrastructure
Institute) that will be used as an UNDRIP “Framework” for “implementation of the Declaration” if Bill C-15 becomes
law.
2 https://www.scc-csc.ca/case-dossier/info/dock-regi-eng.aspx?cas=38734

The wording of section 5 Measures for Consistency of Laws and Achieving the Objectives of the Declaration (in
part)
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The Government of Canada, in consultation and cooperation with Indigenous peoples, must take all measures
necessary to ensure that the laws of Canada are consistent with the Declaration
The difficulty remains that even if this section of the legislative proposal could ground an action by Indigenous Peoples
and Nations against the government of Canada for failing to take administrative steps to ensure that the laws of Canada
are consistent with UNDRIP, there could only be procedural remedies available. A court could not “order” the
government of Canada to adopt legislation that conforms to UNDRIP based on this section, nor could it invalidate a
federal law for being inconsistent with UNDRIP based on this section. Again, the “aspirational” nature of UNDRIP is
reinforced by this legislation, with at most, limited procedural remedies available to Indigenous Peoples and Nations.
Wording of section 6 Action-Plan (in part)
6 (1) The Minister must, in consultation and cooperation with Indigenous peoples and with other federal
ministers, prepare and implement an action plan to achieve the objectives of the Declaration.
This section of the Bill C-15 gives the government of Canada a dominant role in interpreting UNDRIP “principles” in
relation to federal laws, since under Canada’s constitutional division of federal and provincial powers, the provincial
governments have a veto in subject areas that may affect their jurisdiction.
Moreover, the reference to “consultation and cooperation with the Indigenous peoples of Canada” has meant for the past
five years that the Trudeau government uses the three National Indigenous Organizations and three National Leaders,
though what is called “Bilateral Mechanisms”, which means three federal-Indigenous Cabinet Sub-Committees, where the
federal government controls the funding, pen and agenda.
Wording of section 7 Annual Report to Parliament (in part)
7 (1) Within 90 days after the end of each fiscal year, the Minister must, in consultation and cooperation with
Indigenous peoples, prepare a report for the previous fiscal year on the measures taken under section 5 and the
preparation and implementation of the action plan referred to in section 6.
As in B.C. with Bill 41 DRIPA, This section of Bill C-15 provides that the government of Canada will control the pen as
to the content of the report to Parliament on the federal measures taken to “prepare and implement an action plan to
achieve the objectives of the Declaration.”
Conflicts with land defenders and water protectors will likely not be included in Reports to Parliament, as was the case
with the B.C. Bill 41 DRIPA 2019/2020 Report to the B.C. Legislature, which excluded any mention of the violation of
UNDRIP Article 10 regarding forced removal of Indigenous Peoples from their territories, as RCMP invaded and
forcibly removed the Wet’suwet’en Hereditary Chiefs from their own territory in 2019 and 2020.
Conclusion:
If Bill C-15 becomes law all 46 Articles of the UN Declaration will be interpreted and implemented through the colonial
Canadian constitutional framework, instead of respecting international law regarding the rights of Indigenous Peoples and
the Bill will reinforce the status quo and Canada has made it clear that they want national laws—many of which violate
Indigenous rights—to prevail over UNDRIP.

As noted above, the main sections of Bill C-15, particularly section 2, maintain the common law interpretation of section
35(1) and section 35(2) of the Constitution Act, 1982, which is heavily based on the colonial Doctrine of Discovery.
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The application of this doctrine has resulted in a number of problems in legal interpretations in case law based on section
35 of the Constitution Act, 1982, which negatively impact in daily life, on the ground for Indigenous Peoples and Nations
in Canada including:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

The imposition of Crown sovereignty over Indigenous peoples, including self-government rights.
Disregarding Indigenous laws and legal traditions.
Establishing that the Crown has “ultimate title” to land.
The burden of proof imposed on Indigenous Peoples and Nations to establish their rights in Canadian courts.
The racist and “frozen in time” “Van der Peet test” for establishing Aboriginal rights.
The ability for the Crown to infringe Aboriginal rights based on the “Sparrow test”.
The erosion of the duty to consult and accommodate to nothing more than a procedural right that is reviewable
based on administrative law principles.

RECOMMENDATION: Based on our analysis we are strongly recommending Indigenous Peoples and Nations
reject Bill C-15 and take action to stop Parliament from Passing it! Because it’s obvious AFN and many of our
Leaders won’t!

#LANDBACK!
As families, communities and Nations we need to exercise our international right of self-determination and take
back decision-making from Indian Act Band Councils and Chiefs’ Organizations to develop our own SelfDetermination Plans from the ground up, using information we collect from our own research, mapping and
planning to restore our cultures, societies and Nationhood and to expand our juridisction over our Indigenous
traditional territories and challenge federal, provincial and municipal governments who have illegally or
improperly encroached on our Indigenous territories!
:

Communications Contact: Tori Cress at E-Mail: info@IdleNoMore.ca
Sylvia McAdam, Idle No More Organizer, Cell: (306) 281-8158
Kanahus Manuel, Defenders of the Land, Spokesperson, Cell: (250) 852-3924
Russ Diabo, Spokesperson, Truth Before Reconciliation Campaign Cell: (613) 296-0110 Rachel
Snow, Spokesperson, Truth Before Reconciliation Campaign Cell: (403) 703-8464
-

This document is issued by the Coordinating Group of the Idle No More, Defenders of the Land and Truth
Campaign Networks.10

10

Defenders of the Land is a network of Indigenous communities and activists in land struggle across Canada, including Elders and
youth, women and men, dedicated to building a fundamental movement for Indigenous rights, was founded at a historic meeting in
Winnipeg from November 12-14, 2008. Idle No More was founded by four women (three of whom are Indigenous and one of whom
is White) in November 2012 in response to several bills passed in Canada that undermine Indigenous rights and environmental
protection. The movement grew quickly, and by January 2013 there were tens of thousands of Indigenous and non-Indigenous
people taking part in locally-based actions and mass mobilizations around the world. The Truth Campaign is a core team of people
who are part of an advocacy and public education campaign to get Crown governments and Canadian society to address “Truth
Before Reconciliation” because the Truth and Reconciliation Commission and its Calls to Action are not sufficient to address the
colonization that First Nations have historically experienced and which continues today particularly under the colonial policies and
legislation passed under the Constitution Act 1867 and the Constitution Act 1982.
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ANALYSIS OF FEDERAL BILL C-15:
United Nations
Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples Act
December 11, 2020
Preface:
On December 3, 2020, bypassing the Indigenous Peoples and Nations, the government of Canada
introduced Bill C-15: An Act respecting the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of
Indigenous Peoples into Parliament.

An annotated Bill C-15 is provided at the end of this document.
On December 9, 2020, behind the scenes of the proceedings of the Assembly of First Nations
Virtual Assembly, the BC First Nations Leadership Council and the Assembly of First Nations,
in coordination, used procedural tactics and control of speakers lists to stop Draft Resolution #6
Conditions to Supporting Bill C-15, Federal Legislation Regarding the United Nations
Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (see attached) from being tabled before the
Chiefs-in-Assembly for debate.
1

Defenders of the Land is a network of Indigenous communities and activists in land struggle across Canada,
including Elders and youth, women and men, dedicated to building a fundamental movement for Indigenous
rights, was founded at a historic meeting in Winnipeg from November 12-14, 2008. Idle No More was founded by
four women (three of whom are Indigenous and one of whom is White) in November 2012 in response to several
bills passed in Canada that undermine Indigenous rights and environmental protection. The movement grew
quickly, and by January 2013 there were tens of thousands of Indigenous and non-Indigenous people taking part in
locally-based actions and mass mobilizations around the world. The Truth Campaign is a core team of people who
are part of an advocacy and public education campaign to get Crown governments and Canadian society to address
“Truth Before Reconciliation” because the Truth and Reconciliation Commission and its Calls to Action are not
sufficient to address the colonization that First Nations have historically experienced and which continues today
particularly under the colonial policies and legislation passed under the Constitution Act 1867 and the Constitution
Act 1982.

he Agenda of the AFN Virtual Assembly included a presentation by National
Chief Bellegarde in support of Bill C-15 and a presentation by a few members of
the AFN Legal Team (Willie Littlechild, Paul Joffe, Mary Ellen Turpel-Lafond)
providing a positive explanation of Bill C-15. Questions to the AFN Legal Team
Members were allowed but no debate on the pros and cons of Bill C-15 occurred
at the AFN Annual General Assembly.
Other than Draft Resolution #6 there were no other Resolutions on Bill C-15, so
the AFN will continue to rely on past AFN resolutions to say it has a mandate to
support Bill C-15.
Now, the federal government will point to AFN, and the National Metis and Inuit
organizations to say Bill C-15 has been positively received by Indigenous
Peoples and Nations. In fact, this has been the message from federal Ministers
like Carolyn Bennett and the national mainstream media.
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RECOMMENDATION: Based on our analysis we are strongly recommending Indigenous
Peoples and Nations reject Bill C-15 and take action to stop Parliament from Passing it! Because
it’s obvious AFN and many of our Leaders won’t!

#LANDBACK!
As families, communities and Nations we need to exercise our international right of selfdetermination and take back decision-making from Indian Act Band Councils and Chiefs’
Organizations to develop our own Self-Determination Plans from the ground up, using
information we collect from our own research, mapping and planning to restore our
cultures, societies and Nationhood and to expand our juridisction over our Indigenous
traditional territories and challenge federal, provincial and municipal governments who
have illegally or improperly encroached on our Indigenous territories!

OUR WARNING TO THE PEOPLE!
This Bill if it becomes federal law will negatively impact all aspects of the lives
of Indigenous Peoples and Nations in Canada for generations to come,
because the Bill will keep in place the colonial system of the Crown’s (federal,
provincial, municipal) centuries old domination through its laws, including the
Constitution Act 1867 and the Constitution Act 1982, which are based on the
genocidal Doctrine of Discovery.

Remember, the first recommendation of the 1996 Royal Commission on Aboriginal Peoples
was
The Commission recommends that:
1.16.1 To begin the process, the federal, provincial and territorial governments,
on behalf of the people of Canada, and national Aboriginal organizations, on
behalf of the Aboriginal peoples of Canada, commit themselves to building a
renewed relationship based on the principles of mutual recognition, mutual
respect, sharing and mutual responsibility; these principles to form the ethical
basis of relations between Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal societies in the future
and to be enshrined in a new Royal Proclamation and its companion legislation
(see Volume 2, Chapter 2).
1.16.2 Federal, provincial and territorial governments further the process of
renewal by (a) acknowledging that concepts such as terra nullius and the
doctrine of discovery are factually, legally and morally wrong;
(b) declaring that such concepts no longer form part of law making or policy
development by Canadian governments;
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(c) declaring that such concepts will not be the basis of arguments presented to
the courts;
(d) committing themselves to renewal of the federation through consensual
means to overcome the historical legacy of these concepts, which are
impediments to Aboriginal people assuming their rightful place in the Canadian
federation; and
(e) including a declaration to these ends in the new Royal Proclamation and its
companion legislation.”

If Bill C-15 becomes law all 46 Articles of the UN Declaration will be
interpreted and implemented through the colonial Canadian constitutional
framework, instead of respecting international law regarding the rights of
Indigenous Peoples.
For example, the international Indigenous right of self-determination (UNDRIP-Article
3) will be interpreted and implemented through the federal so-called ‘Inherent Right’ to
self-government policy, which is not based on the international right of selfdetermination.
In fact, the federal ‘Inherent Right’ Policy states “The inherent right of self-government does
not include a right of sovereignty in the international law sense…implementation of selfgovernment should enhance the participation of Aboriginal peoples in the Canadian federation
[as fourth level “Indigenous governments”]”. [emphasis added]

Where agreements with Indigenous Peoples and Nations are signed a 4th level of
“Indigenous government” is created through federal legislation. Below in status
then the federal, provincial and municipal governments.
Examples of 4th level “Indigenous governments” already exist in Canada where “Modern Treaties” and
“self-government” agreements have been signed.
The federal Liberal government of Prime Minister Jean Chretien ignored most of the final
Report and Recommendations of the 1996 Royal Commission on Aboriginal Peoples and
imposed the 1995 ‘Inherent Right’ policy to create 4th level “Indigenous governments”. This
“self-government” policy is still in use today at falsely named “self- determination” negotiation
tables across Canada by the federal Liberal government of Prime Minister Justin Trudeau.
INHERENT RIGHT POLICY [1995-2020]
Ø Federal government says it recognizes that s.35 includes the “inherent right of
self-government”
Ø Federal government limits & restricts the nature & scope of the right through its
policy
Ø Federal government wants to get [Indigenous Peoples and Nations] consent to a
narrow definition of rights
Ø Federal government requires provincial role & allows provincial veto
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If passed, Bill C-15 will be used by the government of Canada to reinforce the
status quo and Canada has made it clear that they want national laws—many of
which violate Indigenous rights—to prevail over UNDRIP.
The preamble of Bill C-15 is not legally binding it is meant to confuse and
mislead Indigenous Peoples and Nations as to what really is, or is not, in
sections 1-7 of Bill C15. The courts will focus on the main sections (1-7) of Bill C-15 not the preamble.

So, do not be fooled by supporters of Bill C-15 who refer to the preamble,
which is weakly worded to benefit the Crown anyway.
The main sections of Bill C-15, particularly section 2, maintain the common law interpretation
of section 35(1) and section 35(2) of the Constitution Act, 1982, which is heavily based on the
colonial Doctrine of Discovery.

The application of this doctrine has resulted in a number of problems in legal
interpretations in case law based on section 35 of the Constitution Act, 1982,
which negatively impact in daily life on the ground for Indigenous Peoples
and Nations in Canada including:
•

The imposition of Crown sovereignty over Indigenous peoples, including selfgovernment rights.

•

Disregarding Indigenous laws and legal traditions.

•

Establishing that the Crown has “ultimate title” to land.

•

The burden of proof imposed on Indigenous Peoples and Nations to establish
their rights in Canadian courts.

•

The racist and “frozen in time” “Van der Peet test” for establishing Aboriginal
rights.

•

The ability for the Crown to infringe Aboriginal rights based on the “Sparrow test”.

•

The erosion of the duty to consult and accommodate to nothing more than a
procedural right that is reviewable based on administrative law principles.

Introduction:
The United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (UNDRIP), is the
longest negotiated human rights document in history, it was mainly held up by governments,
including Canada, who wanted to deny that Indigenous Peoples have the right to self299

determination, in its fullest expression. The right to self-determination is the main remedy for
colonization and written into a number of binding international treaties, including the so-called
Decolonization Covenants: the UN Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR), the UN
Covenant on Educational, Social and Cultural Rights (ICESCR), that Canada is a party to.
While it states that ALL Peoples have the right to self-determination, Canada for the longest
time denied that Indigenous Peoples have this right and standing in international law and now
Canada is trying to domesticate it further.

The issue is that you cannot domesticate international law. International law is
approved and developed at the international level, and these standards cannot be
lowered at the national level. There are at least three major sources of
international law: treaties (written law that parties signed on to), customary
international law (and arguably UNDRIP already constitutes that) and principles
of international law, so the principles enshrined in UNDRIP also constitute
international law. Customary International Law is developed through the belief
that the standards constitute law, as evidenced by the now universal
endorsement of UNDRIP, with even the four settler colonial states, including
Canada, voted against it in 2007, reversing their position; and a state practice,
including through implementation on the ground.
TROUBLING NEGOTIATIONS OF UNDRIP
There were three main drafts of the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of
Indigenous Peoples (UNDRIP).2
-

1994, the Original Text version of UNDRIP was approved by two committees of
the United Nations, the Working Group on Indigenous Populations and the SubCommission on Prevention of Discrimination and Protection of Minorities. This
Original Text version of UNDRIP was developed by independent experts, with
input and support of a number of Indigenous Peoples’ representatives.

-

2006, a second amended version of UNDRIP was the Human Rights Council
version and was written by Chairperson Luis Enrique Chavez of the Working Group
on the Draft Declaration and was adopted by the United Nations Human Rights
Council. This followed a decade of politicized negotiations with government
representatives often led by Canada wanting to undermine the right of Indigenous
Peoples to self-determination. The changes in the Chair’s draft were not widely
approved by Indigenous Peoples’ representatives.

-

2007, the final version of UNDRIP is the United Nations General Assembly
version, which was passed by the United Nations General Assembly after
changes were made by the African Union, changes that were never properly
presented to Indigenous Peoples.

It is the first Original Text version of UNDRIP drafted by hundreds of
Indigenous representatives over a period of years with their direct
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participation, which was then undermined by nation states in politicized
negotiations. The United Nations General Assembly by resolution adopted
the UNDRIP in 2007.
2

Indigenous Nations' Rights in the Balance, An Analysis of the Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, By
Charmaine White Face, Zumila Wobaga, 2013, Living Justice Press

Articles of the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples are related to,
and affirm, the Right of Self-Determination of Indigenous Peoples; their Free, Prior,
Informed Consent (FPIC) over development affecting Indigenous lands, territories and
resources; and the obligations of State governments, as well as corporations, to implement the
UN Declaration and respect the UNDRIP minimum standards in their relations with Indigenous
Peoples are included within existing United Nations instruments: UN Covenant on Civil and
Political Rights (ICCPR), UN Covenant on Educational, Social and Cultural Rights
(ICESCR), Convention on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination (CERD), World Trade
Organization (WTO).

In September 2007, the UN General Assembly approved a third watered down
version of the UNDRIP3. Four countries voted against the General Assembly
Resolution: Australia, New Zealand, the United States, and Canada. Canada is
actually the only country in the world that voted against UNDRIP twice. They first
voted against it the UN Human Rights Council in 2006, after which they mounted
a campaign to raise concerns amongst developing countries, especially in Africa,
that UNDRIP would threaten their states, still none of them voted against
UNDRIP and the right to self-determination under which they had decolonized as
states. Canada voted against it again at the UN General Assembly in 2007, only
alongside the three other settler colonial states. What do these four states have
in common?
They are all former British colonies with Indigenous peoples who have had no
right to access the Committee on Decolonization due to the USA changing the
rules of the process, to include that people who are not colonized by those
separated by blue water, cannot access the Committee on Decolonization.
The Harper Government and UNDRIP
At the time, John McNee, Canada’s ambassador to the UN told the General Assembly, “The
provisions in the declaration on lands, territories and resources are overly broad, unclear, and
capable of a wide variety of interpretations." The federal minister of Indian Affairs, Chuck
Strahl, told the media “The declaration is worded in such a way that it is inconsistent with the
Canadian Constitution, the Charter, several acts of Parliament and existing treaties."
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Reportedly, Prime Minister Harper had expressed concern about the language in the UN
Declaration. Publicly, Harper said "We shouldn't vote for things on the basis of political
correctness; we should actually vote on the basis of what's in the document."
3

Ibid.

It wasn’t until 2010, that the Canadian government announced its endorsement
of UNDRIP. Why the change of policy? Quite likely it was because of electoral
politics in the face of a looming federal election after a census showed a
growing Indigenous population in key ridings.
John Duncan, then Minister of Aboriginal Affairs, said Canada had decided to officially
endorse UNDRIP to "further reconcile and strengthen our relationship with Aboriginal
peoples in Canada."
While the Harper government publicly endorsed UNDRIP, it claimed that the declaration was
merely an “aspirational” instrument and did not reflect customary international law. Under
Harper, the federal government claimed, “the Declaration does not change Canadian laws. It
represents an expression of political, not legal, commitment.
Canadian laws define the bounds of Canada’s engagement with the Declaration.”
Although UNDRIP is not legally binding in the same way international treaties are, it arguable
forms customary international law and contains international legal principles that are binding. It
does contain minimum international standards for the human rights and treatment of Indigenous
Peoples, as Article 43 of the Declaration provides, the Articles “constitute the minimum
standards for the survival, dignity and well-being of the indigenous peoples of the world.”
In addition to the non-binding UN Declaration, as mentioned above, there are other legally
binding documents that Canada is a signatory to, including the UN Covenant on Civil and
Political Rights, the UN Covenant on Educational, Social and Cultural Rights, the
International Convention on the Elimination on Racial Discrimination, and many others.
Taken together, these three documents form the basis for the right of Indigenous Peoples to selfdetermination in international law.
Canadian Definition of UNDRIP

It is our opinion that the federal UNDRIP Bill C-15 must be reviewed and
considered in the broader context of the Trudeau government’s record of stealth
and deception in its treatment of Indigenous communities and Indigenous Nations
for the past five years (2015-2020), particularly the federal government’s
unilateral development of a Canadian definition of the UN Declaration on the
Rights of Indigenous Peoples. This constitutes massive, unprecedented
changes to policy, law and structure, bypassing Indigenous Peoples and Nations,
who are the proper rights-holders, while using the three National Indigenous
Organizations (AFN, MNC, ITK) and a many Band Councils in federal secretive,
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top down discussions, a number of them are already participating in falsely
named “self-determination” negotiation tables across Canada.

In 2016, Canada showed how qualified and limited its support for UNDRIP is,
trying to make it subject to, and subsidiary to, national law. Then Indigenous
Affairs Minister, Carolyn Bennett told the United Nations Permanent Forum on
Indigenous Issues (UNPFII):
“We intend nothing less than to adopt and implement the declaration in accordance
with the Canadian Constitution…Canada believes that our constitutional
obligations serve to fulfill all the principles of the Declaration, including "free, prior
and informed consent.”…We see modern treaties and self-government agreements
as the ultimate expression of free, prior and informed consent among partners.”4
[emphasis added]

Since forming government in 2015, the current Trudeau government has been
developing a domesticated Canadian Definition of UNDRIP, for example in April
2016, then federal Minister of Natural Resources, Jim Carr told the Standing
Committee on Indigenous and Northern Affairs:
“the government is in the process of providing a Canadian definition to the
declaration…The government is currently in the process of providing greater
clarity to these definitions…We are going to get there by following a process and a
regulatory regime”5. [emphasis added]

In May 2016, before Minister Bennett stated Canada’s qualified support for
UNDRIP, then federal Minister of Justice, Jody Wilson-Raybould told the
UNPFII:
“There is a need for a national action plan in Canada, something our government
has been referring to as a Reconciliation Framework…And we do not need to reinvent the wheel completely. …Within Canada, there are modern treaties and
examples of self-government –both comprehensive and sectoral. There are regional
and national Indigenous institutions that support Nation rebuilding –for example in
land management and financial administration.”6 [emphasis added]

Following this 2016 statement to the UN Permanent Forum on Indigenous
Issues, then federal Justice Minister Jody Wilson-Raybould told the 2016 AFN
Chiefs’ Assembly in Niagara Falls:
4

Speaking Notes for The Honourable Carolyn Bennett, Minister of Indigenous and Northern Affairs,
Announcement of Canada’s Support for the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples
United Nations Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues, May 10, 2016.
5
Federal Minister of Natural Resources, Jim Carr, to Standing Committee on Indigenous and Northern Affairs, April
21, 2016.
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6

Federal Justice Minister Jody Wilson-Raybould’s, Opening Address at UN Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues,
May 9, 2016.

“adopting the UNDRIP as being Canadian law are unworkable and, respectfully, a
political distraction to undertaking the hard work required to actually implement
it…Ultimately, the UNDRIP will be articulated through the constitutional framework
of section 35.”7 [emphasis added]

Canada has made it clear that they want national laws—many of which
violate indigenous rights—to prevail over UNDRIP.
Federal 10 Principles on Indigenous Relationships
In 2017, then federal Minister of Justice, Jody Wilson-Raybould issued 10 Principles
Respecting the Government of Canada’s Relationship with Indigenous Peoples8, released
without any process to get our Free, Prior and Informed Consent as Indigenous Peoples and
Nations – in complete violation of the directives from UN CERD to implement the right of Free,
Prior and Informed Consent. The “10 Principles” and Bill C-15 are based on the common law
interpretation of section 35(1) of the Constitution Act, 1982, and undermine the international
minimum standards regarding the rights of Indigenous Peoples, where the federal government
acknowledges “self-determination” on one hand but then put it squarely under the umbrella of
“European assertion of sovereignty”, based on the colonial Doctrine of Discovery on the other
hand.

In the “10 Principles”, Canada does not directly refer to, but it continues to rely on
its Constitution Act 1867, which was unilaterally passed by British parliament as
the British North America Act over 150 years ago and enshrines these colonial
systems and structures and the division of powers between the federal and
provincial government, leaving no room for recognition of equal Indigenous
jurisdiction and power, absent fundamental (constitutional) reforms, which are not
contemplated in the “10 Principles”, or in the federal UNDRIP Bill C-15.
When conducting a careful analysis, it becomes clear that the federal UNDRIP
Bill C-15 is consistent with the 10 Federal Principles for Indigenous
Relationships, which were unilaterally issued by the government of Canada that
neither substantively nor procedurally meet international minimum standards. The
Trudeau government did not engage with, consult, let alone seek the consent of
Indigenous Peoples and Nations as the proper Aboriginal and Treaty Rights
Holders before releasing the “10 Principles” or Bill C-15 for that matter. Under
international law, Indigenous Peoples are subjects, and have standing in
international law and the holders of internationally protected Indigenous rights.
7

Federal Minister of Justice, Jody Wilson-Raybould’s, Speech to the Assembly of First Nations Annual General
Assembly, July 12. 2016.
8
Principles respecting the Government of Canada's relationship with Indigenous peoples, July 14, 2017.
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The federal “10 Principles” and now Bill C-15 are a blatant attempt to
lower or unilaterally undermine the essence of international obligations,
international legal principles and international customary law.
Take the foundational international right of self-determination, the international remedy for
colonialism. There is now international consensus that this right extends to Indigenous Peoples,
as it is now enshrined in Article 3 of UNDRIP, which replicates Article 1(1) of the
International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR) and the International
Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (ICESCR) and makes it clear that this
right applies to Indigenous peoples.

Since even those four settler colonial states have now changed their position on
UNDRIP, there is international consensus that this right applies to Indigenous
peoples and it can no longer be denied. Rather it now constitutes a binding
principle of international law, and on top of it, Canada is bound by international
treaties like ICCPR and ICESCR that enshrine the right.
The right to self-determination is the overarching umbrella right; much of its
essence is then spelled out further in UNDRIP in regard to land rights,
governance and Indigenous Free, Prior, Informed, Consent (FPIC). Indigenous
FPIC and therefore Indigenous decision-making power regarding access to their
lands and resources has to be recognized. The Canadian federal government’s
“10 Principles” and now Bill C-15 undermines the fundamental principles of
international law.
Canada ‘s position is that Indigenous Peoples must exercise our right to selfdetermination as Canadians and as part of Canadian society in complete violation
of the right.
Calculated Process Leading up to Tabling of Bill C-15 into Paliament

Bill C-15 was introduced into Parliament on December 3, 2020, again bypassing
the rights holders (Indigenous Peoples and Nations). Rather the government
focused on its funded organizations (AFN, MNC, ITK) to manufacture consent: a
continued violation of our right of self-determination. The manufactured consent
brings disrepute to the process and the people who have cooperated with the
oppressor—the government of Canada.
Federal UNDRIP Bill C-15 Preamble:

From a legal standpoint, the preamble in legislation is not legally binding, it is
mainly useful for providing context or interpretation of the main operative
sections of the legislation.
In the case of the preamble of Bill C-15, as we will explain below, the preamble
is deliberately weak, prejudicial to Indigenous Peoples and Nations rights and a
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violation of international law standards.
While using language from select Articles of UNDRIP and the 2014 World Conference on
Indigenous Peoples Outcome Document the preamble remains consistent with the federal 10
Principles on Indigenous Relationships, which are in favour of the Canadian state’s attempt
to domesticate and re-colonize Indigenous Peoples, but also violate international law.
The preamble of Bill C-15, describes UNDRIP as a “Framework for reconciliation, healing
and peace, as well as, harmonious and cooperative relations” that “constitute the minimum
standards for the survival, dignity and well-being of Indigenous peoples of the world, and must
be implemented in Canada.”
The focus on “reconciliation” in the preamble takes away from recognition of Indigenous rights,
because in law the concept of “reconciliation” points to justification of infringement of rights
and the preamble focus does not state the principles of international law set out in UNDRIP
should be enshrined in the laws of Canada. [emphasis added]
The preamble of Bill C-15 references the 2014 “outcome document of the high-level plenary
meeting of the General Assembly of the United Nations known as the World Conference on
Indigenous Peoples, where Canada and other States reaffirm their solemn commitment to
respect, promote and advance the rights of Indigenous peoples of the world and to uphold the
principles of the Declaration.” [emphasis added]
The preamble of Bill C-15 does not reference the Indigenous Peoples’ preparatory processes
for the World Conference on Indigenous Peoples, including the Alta Outcome Document
from the Global Indigenous Preparatory Conference held in Alta, Norway, in June 2013.
The 2013 Alta Outcome Document and Joint Recommendations should remain an
important document for Indigenous communities and Indigenous Nations in Canada. The
wording of the Alta Outcome Document was negotiated with Indigenous representatives from
the seven regions of the world and included Indigenous representatives from the North
American Indigenous Peoples’ Caucus (NAIPC).
The Joint Recommendations from the Alta Outcome Document when compared to the text
of the federal UNDRIP Bill C-15 shows the federal preamble is pathetically weak and biased
against Indigenous Peoples.
The preamble of Bill C-15 also weakly states that “Canada is committed to responding to TRC
Calls to Action & Canada is committed to responding to MMIWG Calls for Justice”, but section
6(4) regarding Time Limit of Bill C-15, provides for the federal “responses” to be put off to the
development of an “action plan”, up to three years, should Bill C-15 become law. This is a delay
tactic by the Trudeau government to keep the negotiation tables in place while trying to achieve
final binding agreements. [emphasis added]

Moreover, there may be a federal election sooner than later and the Liberal
Party may lose power to a Conservative government.
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In fact, the effective application of sections 4, 5 and 6 of the legislative proposal
will be subject to the political priorities of the government of Canada. In our
experience, different political parties take drastically different approaches and
positions about Indigenous rights. Therefore, it is extremely dangerous and
inappropriate for this legislative proposal to be limited to procedural obligations
only. Governments that are hostile to the Indigenous rights prescribed by
UNDRIP will have no substantive legal obligations and Indigenous Peoples and
Nations will have no effective legal remedies to ensure that rights are respected.
The preamble states that “Indigenous peoples have suffered historic injustices as a result of,
among other things, colonization and dispossession of their lands, territories and resources”.
[emphasis added]
The preamble does not include the MMIWG Final Report conclusion that contemporary “laws
and institutions perpetuate violations of fundamental rights, amounting to a genocide against
Indigenous women, girls and 2SLGBTQQIA people”. As the MMIWG final Report concluded
there are ongoing injustices not just “historic injustices” as the federal preamble cites! It is
important that Bill C-15 recognizes “ongoing injustices” in the operating sections of Bill C-15.
[emphasis added]
The preamble states that the “implementation of the Declaration must include concrete
measures to address injustices, combat prejudice and eliminate all forms of violence and
discrimination, including systemic discrimination, against Indigenous peoples”. [emphasis
added]

The preamble avoids directly recognizing “systemic racism” against
Indigenous Peoples. A problem cited in both the Truth and Reconciliation
Commission and the MMIWG Inquiry.
Again, while the preamble generally recognizes that “all doctrines, policies and practices based
on or advocating the superiority of peoples or individuals on the basis of national origin or
racial, religious, ethnic or cultural differences are racist, scientifically false, legally invalid,
morally condemnable and socially unjust.” The preamble fails to explicitly repudiate the
colonial Doctrine of Discovery and Terra Nullius as the Final Report of the Royal
Commission on Aboriginal Peoples and the Truth and Reconciliation Commission Calls to
Action recommended. [emphasis added]
The preamble states the “Government of Canada rejects all forms of colonialism and is
committed to advancing relations with Indigenous peoples that are based on good faith and on
the principles of justice, democracy, equality, non-discrimination, good governance and respect
for human rights.” [emphasis added]
The preamble does not state that Canada should reject colonialism and agree to decolonize
Canada’s laws and policies based on the fundamental respect for the international right of
self-determination of Indigenous Peoples, according to international human rights standards
and include ecological and equitable development principles, Indigenous knowledge systems,
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laws, relationships to land, world views, technologies, innovations and practices and, of course,
recognition and affirmation of Aboriginal Title and Rights to the lands that the Creator has
given each of our nations and which Indigenous Nations have inhabited since time
immemorial.
The preamble states that the “Government of Canada recognizes that all relations with
Indigenous peoples must be based on the recognition and implementation of the inherent
right to self-determination, including the right of self-government. [emphasis added]
The preamble does not state that section 35 of the Canadian constitution must be made to comply
with Article 1 of the International Covenant on Civil & Political Rights and the International
Covenant on Educational, Social & Cultural Rights and Article 3 of UNDRIP and all of the
colonial doctrines and laws must be revoked, thereby implementing the Indigenous right to freely
determine our political status and freely pursue our economic, social and cultural development.
The preamble states that the “Government of Canada is committed to taking effective measures
— including legislative, policy and administrative measures — at the national and
international level, in consultation and cooperation with Indigenous peoples, to achieve the
objectives of the Declaration.” [emphasis added]

The preamble does not use stronger language like taking effective measures –
including legislative, policy and administrative measures with the Free, Prior,
Informed, Consent (FPIC) of Indigenous Peoples. In fact, throughout the
preamble, there is no mention of FPIC, only the weaker colonial language of
control and management, “consultation and cooperation”.
The preamble states the “Government of Canada is committed to exploring, in consultation
and cooperation with Indigenous peoples, measures related to monitoring, oversight, recourse
or remedy or other accountability measures that will contribute to the achievement of those
objectives.” [emphasis added]
The preamble states the “Government of Canada acknowledges that provincial, territorial and
municipal governments each have the ability to establish their own approaches to contributing to
the implementation of the Declaration by taking various measures that fall within their authority.
[emphasis added]

This part of the preamble fits well with Prime Minister Justin Trudeau’s
description of “Indigenous government’s” as being “fourth level of government in
Canada”.9 So it’s telling that the preamble does not commit the government of
Canada to recognition of Indigenous rights, Indigenous laws and legal traditions
in accordance with principles of international law.
The preamble states the “Government of Canada welcomes opportunities to work
cooperatively with those governments, Indigenous peoples and other sectors of society
towards achieving the objectives of the Declaration.” [emphasis added]
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This is why the preamble states that the “Declaration is affirmed as a source for the
interpretation of Canadian law” and that the “protection of Aboriginal and treaty rights —
recognized and affirmed by section 35 of the Constitution Act, 1982 — is an underlying
principle and value of the Constitution of Canada.” [emphasis added]
The preamble states “there is an urgent need to respect and promote the rights of
Indigenous peoples affirmed in treaties, agreements and other constructive
arrangements, and those treaties, agreements and arrangements can contribute to the
implementation of the Declaration. [emphasis added]
The preamble states that the “respect for human rights, the rule of law and democracy
are underlying principles of the Constitution of Canada which are interrelated,
interdependent and mutually reinforcing and are also recognized in international law.”
[emphasis added]

9

At a public event organized by “The Economist” magazine in Toronto in the summer of 2016, the interviewer
asked the Prime Minister how his government was going to liberalize and deregulate inter-provincial trade within
Canada. Trudeau responded: “The way to get that done is not to sit there and impose, the way to have that done is
to actually have a good working relationship with the Premiers, with municipal governments, with Indigenous
leadership, because Indigenous government’s are the fourth level of government in this country.” [emphasis
added] [Source: http://www.cpac.ca/en/programs/headline-politics/episodes/47793606]

ANNOTATED FEDERAL BILL C-15
UNITED NATIONS
DECLARATION ON THE RIGHTS OF INDIGENOUS PEOPLES ACT

Federal Bill C-15
Short Title
1 This Act may be cited as the
United Nations Declaration on the
Rights of Indigenous Peoples Act.

Definitions
2 (1) The following definitions apply in
this Act.
Declaration means the United Nations
Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous
Peoples that was adopted by the
General Assembly of the United Nations
as General Assembly Resolution 61/295
on September 13, 2007 and that is set
out in
the schedule.

Indigenous Issues Avoided
The title of Bill C-15 reflects the intent
of the Bill, which is not to adopt
UNDRIP in the laws of Canada
otherwise the Bill would have been
titled the “Adoption of
the UNDRIP Act” or a similar title.
The UN General Assembly passed a
resolution adopting a third watered
down version of UNDRIP as
documented in the book “Indigenous
Nations' Rights in the Balance, An
Analysis of the Declaration on the Rights
of Indigenous Peoples, By Charmaine
White
Face, Zumila Wobaga, 2013,
Living Justice Press.”
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Indigenous peoples has the meaning
assigned by the definition aboriginal
peoples of Canada in subsection 35(2)
of the Constitution Act, 1982.

This is an indirect reference to the
colonial, racist Indian Act and related
federal legislation affecting Indians,
Indian Lands, First Nations &
Indigenous Peoples, which are
maintained by Bill C- 15, not the
broader meaning of “Indigenous
Peoples” in a global sense beyond the
borders of the Canadian state.
An important term to dismiss is
Indigenous peoples “of Canada” as, of
course, Indigenous Peoples existed
long before Canada was confederated,
and section 35(2) does not define
aboriginal peoples in Canada, it
defines Indigenous Nations as
meaningless descriptions of “Indians”
in the Indian Act, as an example, and
the list “includes” (meaning nonexhaustive) and therefore could also
include more meaningful terms (such as
our own linguistic descriptions of
ourselves).
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Minister, for the purposes of any
provision of this Act, means the
federal minister designated as the
Minister for the purposes of that
provision under section
3.

There is no lead Minister identified as
section 3 the federal Cabinet can
assign any Minister “for the purposes
of any provision of this Act.”

Rights of Indigenous peoples
(2) This Act is to be construed as
upholding the rights of Indigenous
peoples recognized and affirmed by
section 35 of the Constitution Act,
1982, and not as abrogating or
derogating from them.

The wording of this section of the
legislation completely domesticates
the UNDRIP commitments within the
borders and confines of the Canadian
common law. This is very similar to the
accomplishment made of the 2017
effort to have the “10 Principles” act as
a proxy for the UNDRIP, with the
Principles simply being a restatement
of the Canadian common law
limitations of section 35 rights. To be
clear, First Nations should not support
this legislative bill as it subjugates
UNDRIP rights to the common law
interpretation of section 35(1) of the
Constitution Act, 1982 which is heavily
based on the colonial Doctrine of
Discovery.
In fact, the federal ‘Inherent Right’
Policy states “The inherent right of selfgovernment does not include a right of
sovereignty in the international law
sense…implementation of selfgovernment should enhance the
participation of Aboriginal peoples in
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the Canadian federation”. [emphasis
added]

Designation of Minister Order
designating Minister
3 The Governor in Council may, by
order, designate any federal minister
to be the Minister for the purposes of
any provision of this Act.

There is no lead Minister identified as
section 3 the federal Cabinet can
assign any Minister “for the purposes
of any provision of this Act.” There are
now three main Ministers on
Indigenous issues: Minister of CrownIndigenous Relations; Minister of
Indigenous Services and Minister of
Northern Affairs, but other
federal Ministers are designated by the
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federal Cabinet or in federal
legislation to be responsible for
various Indigenous issues.

Clarification
(3) Nothing in this Act is to be
construed as delaying the
application of the Declaration in
Canadian law.

This section is circumspect, it is not an
enforceable term in the legislation. It is
a qualification.
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Designation of Minister Order
designating Minister
3 The Governor in Council may, by
order, designate any federal minister
to be the Minister for the purposes of
any provision of this Act.

There is no lead Minister identified as
section 3 the federal Cabinet can
assign any Minister “for the purposes
of any provision of this Act.” There are
now three main Ministers on
Indigenous issues: Minister of CrownIndigenous Relations; Minister of
Indigenous Services and Minister of
Northern Affairs, but other federal
Ministers are designated by the federal
Cabinet or in federal legislation to be
responsible for various Indigenous
issues.

Purpose of Act Purpose
4 The purpose of this Act is to
(a) affirm the Declaration as a
universal international human rights
instrument with application in
Canadian law.

Bill C-15 merely “affirms” UNDRIP but
does not “adopt” or “approve”
UNDRIP to be implemented in the
“laws of Canada” while respecting
international standards of law.
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(b) provide a framework for the
Government of Canada’s
implementation of the Declaration.

The government of Canada already has
a section 35 domestic law
“Reconciliation Framework” for
discussions and negotiations with
Indigenous Peoples and Nations
(Recognition Tables, Modern Treaty
Tables, Self-Government Tables &
federal laws creating National Fiscal &
Land Institutions and there is a federal
plan for a National Infrastructure
Institute) that will be used as an
UNDRIP “Framework” for
“implementation of the Declaration” if
Bill C-15 becomes law. As the Bill C-15
preamble states, the federal intent is to
ensure the “Declaration is affirmed as a
source for the interpretation of
Canadian law” and
“protection of Aboriginal and treaty
rights
— recognized and affirmed by section
35 of the Constitution Act, 1982 — is an
underlying principle and value of the
Constitution of Canada”, which is why
the “Government of Canada
acknowledges that provincial,
territorial and municipal governments
each have the ability to establish their
own approaches to contributing to the
implementation of the Declaration by
taking various measures that fall within
their authority” and the “Government
of Canada welcomes opportunities to
work cooperatively with those
governments, Indigenous peoples and
other sectors of society towards
achieving the objectives of the
Declaration.” The ultimate goal of the
federal “Reconciliation Framework” is
to convert Indigenous Peoples and
Nations into 4th level ethnic
“Indigenous governments” lower in
status than federal, provincial or
municipal governments. The preamble
does not commit the government of
Canada to recognition of Indigenous
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rights, Indigenous laws, Indigenous
legal traditions or principles of
international law, the federal
government has legislatively created
the term “Indigenous Governing
Bodies”, which can mean either Indian
Act Band Councils, Land Claims Bodies
or “Self-Governing First Nations” to
accommodate the federal
transitioning process.

Measures for Consistency of Laws
and Achieving the Objectives of the
Declaration
Consistency
5 The Government of Canada must,
in consultation and cooperation with
Indigenous peoples, take all
measures necessary to ensure that
the laws of

The difficulty remains that even if this
section of the legislative proposal
could ground an action by Indigenous
Nations against the government of
Canada for failing to take
administrative steps to ensure that the
laws of Canada are consistent with
UNDRIP, there could only
be procedural remedies available. A
court

Canada are consistent with the
Declaration.

could not “order” the government of
Canada to adopt legislation that
conforms to UNDRIP based on this
section, nor could it invalidate a
federal law for being inconsistent with
UNDRIP based on this section. Again,
the “aspirational” nature of UNDRIP is
reinforced by this legislation, with at
most, limited procedural remedies
available to Indigenous Peoples and
Nations.
Moreover, most commentators wonder
how the Government can make this
section work, especially considering
the separation of powers between the
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executive, legislature, and judiciary.

Action plan
6 (1) The Minister must, in
consultation and cooperation with
Indigenous peoples and with other
federal ministers, prepare and
implement an action plan to achieve
the objectives of the Declaration.

We already understand that one of the
main collaborative functions of the
Trudeau government was held through
a cabinet working committee of a half
of a dozen Ministers who met with
various delegations to discuss issues
and concerns for “recognition of
rights” in 2016-2018. However, beyond
setting the agenda for legislative
review, this review will require several
mandates to finalize
the large scope of work.
This section of the Bill C-15 gives the
government of Canada a dominant role
in interpreting UNDRIP “principles” in
relation to federal laws, since under
Canada’s constitutional division of
federal and provincial powers, the
provincial governments have a veto in
subject areas that may affect their
jurisdiction.
Moreover, the reference to
“consultation and cooperation with the
Indigenous peoples of Canada” has
meant for the past five years that the
Trudeau government uses the three
National Indigenous Organizations and
three
National Leaders, though what is called
“Bilateral Mechanisms”, which means
three federal-Indigenous Cabinet SubCommittees, where the federal
government controls the funding, pen
and agenda.
This section of Bill C-15 is also in
violation of these two UNDRIP Articles:
“Article 18 - Indigenous peoples have
the right to participate in decisionmaking in matters which would affect
their rights, through representatives
chosen by themselves in accordance
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with their own procedures, as well as
to maintain and develop their own
indigenous decision-making
institutions.”
“Article 19 - States shall consult and
cooperate in good faith with the
indigenous peoples concerned
through their own representative
institutions in order to obtain their free,
prior and informed consent before
adopting and implementing legislative
or administrative measures that may
affect them.” [emphasis added]
Bill C-15, in its preamble or in this
section, makes no mention that the
government of Canada in “preparing
and implementing” an “action plan”
shall obtain the Free, Prior, Inform
Consent of Indigenous Peoples and
Nations “in accordance with their own
procedures” and “their own
indigenous decision- making
institutions”.
Reliance on National Indigenous
organizations is to the detriment of
standards such as Free, Prior and
Informed, Consent of Indigenous
Peoples
and Nations. Processes with “national”
groups should focus solely on
Indigenous institutions created within
Indigenous legal traditions, important
procedural objectives, such as
capacity transfer and decolonization
through rejecting colonial intrusions
such as the Indian Act or other federal
legislation using section 91(24)
authority.
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Content
(2) The action plan must include
(a) measures to

(i) address injustices, combat
prejudice and eliminate all forms of
violence and discrimination,
including systemic discrimination,
against Indigenous peoples and
Indigenous elders, youth, children,
women, men, persons with
disabilities and gender-diverse
persons and two-spirit persons.

As previously noted above, the
preamble avoids directly recognizing
“systemic racism” against Indigenous
Peoples. A problem cited in both the
Truth and Reconciliation Commission
and the MMIWG Inquiry. Canada is a
signatory to the International
Convention for the Elimination of all
forms of Racial Discrimination is a
binding international treaty, which
Canada ratified in October 1970. Yet
Bill C-15 makes no mention of
“systemic racism”.

(ii) promote mutual respect and
understanding as well as good
relations, including through human
rights education;
and

(b) measures related to monitoring,
oversight, recourse or remedy or
other accountability measures with
respect to the implementation of the
Declaration.

Bill C-15 either in the preamble of this
section does not cite Article 1(1) of the
International Covenant on Civil and
Political Rights (ICCPR), the
International Covenant on Economic,
Social and Cultural Rights (ICESCR),
the Convention on the Elimination of
Racial Discrimination (CERD) or the
monitoring and oversight role of the
United Nations Human Rights bodies in
implementing these International
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Conventions, which are the foundation
of the international right of selfdetermination of Indigenous Peoples.

Other elements
(3) The action plan must also include
measures related to monitoring the
implementation of the plan and
reviewing and amending the plan.

see above comment.

Time limit
(4) The preparation of the action plan
must be completed as soon as
practicable, but no later than three
years after the day on which this
section comes into force.

The three-year delay in completing the
“action plan” provides the government
of Canada more time to seek final
Modern Treaty or Self-Government
agreements at the various tables
across Canada and as a minority
government, to avoid debate with
opposition parties, provinces and
industry on the content of a federal
UNDRIP “action plan”.

320

Tabling in Parliament
(5) The Minister must cause the
action plan to be tabled in each
House of Parliament as soon as
practicable after it
has been prepared.

Action plan made public
(6) After the action plan is tabled, the
Minister must make it public.

Report to Parliament Annual report
7 (1) Within 90 days after the end of
each fiscal year, the Minister must,
in consultation and cooperation with
Indigenous peoples, prepare a report
for the previous fiscal year on the
measures taken under section 5 and
the preparation and implementation
of the action plan referred to in
section 6.

As in B.C. with Bill 41 DRIPA, This
section of Bill C-15 provides that the
government of Canada will control the
pen as to the content of the report to
Parliament on the federal measures
taken to “prepare and implement an
action plan to achieve the objectives of
the Declaration.”
Conflicts with land defenders and
water protectors will likely not be
included in Reports to Parliament, as
was the case with the B.C. Bill 41 DRIPA
2019/2020 Report to the B.C.
Legislature, which excluded any
mention of the violation of UNDRIP
Article 10 regarding forced removal of
Indigenous Peoples from their
territories, as RCMP invaded and
forcibly
removed the Wet’suwet’en Hereditary
Chiefs from their own territory in 2019
and 2020.
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Tabling in Parliament
(2) The Minister must cause the report
to be tabled in each House of
Parliament on any of the first 15 days on
which that House is sitting after the
report is completed.
Referral to committee
(3) The report stands permanently
referred to the committee of each
House of Parliament that is designated
or established to review matters
relating to Indigenous peoples.

No committee is designated in Bill C-15
“to review matters relating to Indigenous
peoples”, but it should be remembered
that the Parliament controls who is
called as a witness to testify before any
committee of Parliament, and it is
unlikely that many grassroots
Indigenous Peoples and Nations will be
invited to testify if past history is any
guide. It will be the Assembly of First
Nations, Chiefs’ Organizations and
Chiefs, or their designates, who will
likely be invited to testify before
Parliamentary committees regarding
matters related to Bill C-15
implementation, or lack thereof.

Report made public
(4) After the report is tabled, the
Minister must make it public.
SCHEDULE
(Subsection 2(1)) United
Nations Declaration on the
Rights of Indigenous Peoples,
Resolution
adopted by the General Assembly

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT:

Communications
Contact:
Tori
Cress
at
E-Mail:
info@IdleNoMore.ca Sylvia McAdam, Idle No More Organizer,
Cell: (306) 281-8158
Kanahus Manuel, Defenders of the Land, Spokesperson, Cell: (250) 852-3924
Russ Diabo, Spokesperson, Truth Before Reconciliation Campaign Cell: (613) 296-0110
- This document is issued by the Coordinating Group of the Idle No More, Defenders
of the Land and Truth Campaign Networks.
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APPENDIX 1
Assembly of First Nations Draft Resolution #6
Conditions to Supporting Bill C-15, Federal
Legislation Regarding the United Nations
Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples
Blocked by AFN from being tabled before the Chiefs-in-Assembly for debate on
December9, 2020

D R AF T

R E S O L UT I ON

# 0 6/ 20 20

AFN Annual General Assembly, December 8 – 9, 2020
TITLE:

Conditions to Supporting Bill C-15, Federal Legislation Regarding
the
United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples

SUBJECT:

United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, Human
Rights

MOVED BY:
SECONDED BY :
WHEREAS:
A. The United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (UN Declaration) states:
i.

Preambular paragraph 9: Convinced that control by indigenous peoples over developments
affecting them and their lands, territories and resources will enable them to maintain and
strengthen their institutions, cultures and traditions, and to promote their development in
accordance with their aspirations and needs.

ii.

Preambular paragraph 18: Convinced that the recognition of the rights of Indigenous peoples
in this Declaration will enhance harmonious and cooperative relations between the State and
Indigenous peoples, based on principles of justice, democracy, respect for human rights, nondiscrimination and good faith.

iii.

Article 1: Indigenous peoples have the right to the full enjoyment, as a collective or as
individuals, of all human rights and fundamental freedoms as recognized in the Charter of the
United Nations, the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and international human rights law.
323

iv.

Article 2: Indigenous peoples and individuals are free and equal to all other peoples and
individuals and have the right to be free from any kind of discrimination in the exercise of their
rights in particular that based on their Indigenous origin or identity.

v.

Article 3: Indigenous peoples have the right to self-determination. By virtue of that right they
freely determine their political status and freely pursue their economic, social and cultural
development.

vi.

Article 4: Indigenous Peoples, in exercising their right to self-determination, have the right to
autonomy or self-government in matters relating to their internal and local affairs, as well as
ways and means for financing their autonomous functions.

vii.

Article 26 (1): Indigenous peoples have the right to the lands, territories and resources which
they have traditionally owned, occupied or otherwise used or acquired.

Article 26 (2): Indigenous peoples have the right to own, use, develop and control the lands, territories and
resources that they possess by reason of traditional ownership or other traditional occupation or use, as well as
those which they have otherwise acquired. AFN Annual General Assembly, December 8 – 9,
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TITLE:

Conditions to Supporting Bill C-15, Federal Legislation Regarding
the
United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples

SUBJECT:

United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, Human
Rights

MOVED BY:
SECONDED BY :
WHEREAS:
A. The United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (UN Declaration) states:
i.

Preambular paragraph 9: Convinced that control by indigenous peoples over developments
affecting them and their lands, territories and resources will enable them to maintain and
strengthen their institutions, cultures and traditions, and to promote their development in
accordance with their aspirations and needs.

ii.

Preambular paragraph 18: Convinced that the recognition of the rights of Indigenous peoples
in this Declaration will enhance harmonious and cooperative relations between the State and
Indigenous peoples, based on principles of justice, democracy, respect for human rights, nondiscrimination and good faith.

iii.

Article 1: Indigenous peoples have the right to the full enjoyment, as a collective or as
individuals, of all human rights and fundamental freedoms as recognized in the Charter of the
United Nations, the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and international human rights law.

iv.

Article 2: Indigenous peoples and individuals are free and equal to all other peoples and
individuals and have the right to be free from any kind of discrimination in the exercise of their
rights in particular that based on their Indigenous origin or identity.

v.

Article 3: Indigenous peoples have the right to self-determination. By virtue of that right they
freely determine their political status and freely pursue their economic, social and cultural
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development.
vi.

Article 4: Indigenous Peoples, in exercising their right to self-determination, have the right to
autonomy or self-government in matters relating to their internal and local affairs, as well as
ways and means for financing their autonomous functions.

vii.

Article 26 (1): Indigenous peoples have the right to the lands, territories and resources which
they have traditionally owned, occupied or otherwise used or acquired.

viii.

Article 26 (2): Indigenous peoples have the right to own, use, develop and control the lands,
territories and resources that they possess by reason of traditional ownership or other
traditional occupation or use, as well as those which they have otherwise acquired.

viii.

Article 26 (3): States shall give legal recognition and protection to these lands, territories and
resources. Such recognition shall be conducted with due respect to the customs, traditions and
land tenure systems of the indigenous peoples concerned.

ix.

Article 27: States shall establish and implement, in conjunction with indigenous peoples
concerned, a fair, independent, impartial, open and transparent process, giving due recognition
to indigenous peoples’ laws, traditions, customs and land tenure systems, to recognize and
adjudicate the rights of indigenous peoples pertaining to their lands, territories and resources,
including those which were traditionally owned or otherwise occupied or used. Indigenous
peoples shall have the right to participate in this process.

x.

Article 28 (1): Indigenous peoples have the right to redress, by means that can include
restitution or, when this is not possible, just, fair and equitable compensation, for the lands,
territories and resources which they have traditionally owned or otherwise occupied or used,
and which have been confiscated, taken, occupied, used or damaged without their free, prior
and informed consent.

xi.

Article 28 (2): Unless otherwise freely agreed upon by the peoples concerned, compensation
shall take the form of lands, territories and resources equal in quality, size and legal status or
of monetary compensation or other appropriate redress.

xii.

Article 29 (1): Indigenous peoples have the right to the conservation and protection of the
environment and the productive capacity of their lands or territories and resources. States shall
establish and implement assistance programmes for indigenous peoples for such conservation
and protection, without discrimination.

xiii.

Article 29 (2): States shall take effective measures to ensure that no storage or disposal of
hazardous materials shall take place in the lands or territories of indigenous peoples without
their free, prior and informed consent.

xiv.

Article 43: The rights recognized herein constitute the minimum standards for the survival,
dignity and well-being for the Indigenous peoples of the world.

B. The Truth and Reconciliation Commission of Canada Calls to Action state:
i.

Call to Action 43: We call upon federal, provincial, territorial and municipal governments to fully
adopt and implement the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples as
the framework for reconciliation.

ii.

Call to Action 44: We call upon the Government of Canada to develop a national action plan,
strategies and other concrete measures to achieve the goals of the United Nations Declaration
on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples.

C. Call for Justice 1.2 v of the National Inquiry into Missing and Murdered Indigenous Women and Girls,
calls for full implementation of the UN Declaration.
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D. Further to the Alta Outcome Document of the Global Indigenous Preparatory Conference for the United
Nations High Level Plenary Meeting of the General Assembly, known as the World Conference on
Indigenous Peoples held in Alta, Norway on June 10-12, 2013, Indigenous Peoples representing the 7

global geo-political regions including representatives of the global women’s caucus and the
global youth caucus developed collective recommendations to the State governments
committed to developing National Action Plans to implement the UN Declaration.
E. The Assembly of First Nations (AFN) Chiefs-in-Assembly have called for and supported federal
legislation on the implementation on the UN Declaration through AFN resolutions:
i.

Resolution 37/2007, Support and Endorsement of the United Nations Declaration on the Rights
of Indigenous Peoples;

ii.

Resolution 23/2013, Implementation of the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of
Indigenous Peoples and Indigenous Peoples Day;

iii.

Resolution 28/2016, United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples 10-year
Anniversary;

iv.

Resolution 128/2016, UN Declaration legislative framework an interpretation of Canadian laws;
and,

v.

Resolution 86/2019, Federal legislation to create a framework for implementation of the United
Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples.

F. The Government of Canada has committed, through the 2019 Minister of Justice mandate letter and
the 2020 Speech from the Throne, to work with Indigenous Peoples to ensure the introduction of a
government bill to support the full implementation of the UN Declaration.
G. The Government of Canada launched an engagement process with Indigenous Nations, governments,
communities, organizations and Peoples, leading to the introduction of Bill C-15 An Act respecting the
United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (Bill C-15) into Parliament. The
engagement process was short, inadequate and selective, which is unacceptable. The Government of
Canada has a duty to consider significant amendments to Bill C-15 as proposed by Indigenous rights
holders through the legislative process in order to remedy the Government of Canada’s failure to
adequately consult on the development of Bill C-15.
H. On November 28, 2019, the Province of British Columbia (BC) passed Bill 41, the Declaration on the
Rights of Indigenous Peoples Act , which establishes the UN Declaration as the framework for
reconciliation within provincial authority and requires the provincial government to:

I.

i.

ensure that new and existing laws are consistent with the UN Declaration;

ii.

develop and implement an action plan in cooperation with Indigenous Peoples to achieve the
objectives of the UN Declaration; and,

iii.

monitor progress through public annual reporting.

Bill 41 enables new decision-making agreements between the Province of British Columbia and
Indigenous governing bodies in British Columbia.

J. First Nations in BC have consistently articulated that Bill 41 needs to be the baseline for the
development of similar federal legislation and any federal legislation introduced must not undermine the
work undertaken in BC. There are First Nations in BC and across Canada who do not agree with

Canada’s Comprehensive Land Claims or ‘Inherent Right’ policies or processes and seek to have
UN Declaration Articles 26 to 29, which speak to the restoration of, or restitution for, Indigenous
lands, territories and resources in Canada, implemented.
K. Bill C-15, as currently drafted, does not provide for the effective implementation of the UN Declaration
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in Canadian law and inappropriately subjugates the rights outlined in the UN Declaration to section
35(1) of the Constitution Act, 1982.
L. The preamble states that the doctrine of discovery is “legally invalid”, but Bill C-15 contains nothing to
acknowledge or reverse the common law’s reliance on the doctrine of discovery in its interpretation of
s. 35 of the Constitution Act, 1982.
M. The preamble states the urgent need to respect and promote the inherent rights of Indigenous Peoples,
including their rights to their lands, territories and resources, but then contains no substantive
provisions to support these objectives in Bill C-15.
N. The preamble weakly states that the “declaration is affirmed as a source of the interpretation of
Canadian law”, whereas the text of Bill C-15 employs even weaker wording to the effect that the
declaration has “application in Canadian law”.
O. In Bill C-15, Canada relies on the current legal framework applicable to s. 35 of the Constitution Act,
1982 to implement the UN Declaration in Canadian law. First Nations continue to have serious
concerns pertaining to the relationship between Bill C-15 and s. 35(1) of the Constitution Act, 1982.
P. The wording of Section 2(2) of Bill C-15 lacks clarity and does not clearly implement the UN
Declaration, including failing to state clearly how the laws of Canada are to be interpreted in
accordance with the UN Declaration. First Nations question the rationale of potentially subjecting the
UN Declaration to s. 35(1) of the Constitution Act, 1982 because the UN Declaration is an international
human rights law instrument and the Crown (and Courts) have repeatedly stated that the source of
“Aboriginal rights” is entirely separate from human rights law.
Q. The common law interpretation of s. 35(1) of the Constitution Act, 1982 is heavily based on the
Doctrine of Discovery. The application of this doctrine has resulted in numerous problematic legal
interpretations associated with s. 35 of the Constitution Act, 1982, including:
i.

the imposition of assumed Crown sovereignty over Indigenous Peoples, including selfgovernment rights;

ii.

disregarding Indigenous laws and legal traditions;

iii.

establishing that the Crown has “ultimate title” to land;

iv.

the burden of proof imposed on Indigenous Peoples to establish their rights in Canadian
courts;

v.

the racist and “frozen in time” “Van der Peet test” for establishing aboriginal rights;

vi.

the ability for the Crown to infringe aboriginal rights based on the “Sparrow test” and;

vii.

the erosion of the duty to consult and accommodate to nothing more than a procedural right
that is reviewable based on administrative law principles.

R. It is not possible to implement the UN Declaration and respect the recommendations of the Royal
Commission on Aboriginal Peoples and the Truth and Reconciliation Commission’s Calls to Action by
subjugating the UN Declaration rights to the current legal framework associated with s. 35 of the
Constitution Act, 1982. It is disingenuous for the preamble of Bill C-15 to state it is rejecting the
Doctrine of Discovery and that there is harmony and consistency with this approach.
S. Given the inconsistency of the UN Declaration with the current common law interpretation of s. 35(1) of
the Constitution Act, 1982, it is absolutely essential that any federal legislation pertaining to the UN
Declaration, including Bill C-15, effectively implement the provisions of the UN Declaration by explicitly
stating that the laws of Canada, which includes s. 35(1) of the Constitution Act, 1982, be interpreted in
accordance with the UN Declaration (rather than the current wording of Bill C-15, which states that the
UN Declaration legislation must be construed in accordance with and not derogate from s. 35(1) of the
Constitution Act, 1982).
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T. Bill C-15 is also incompatible with the Truth and Reconciliation Commission’s Calls to Action pertaining
to the UN Declaration, including the call to “fully adopt and implement” the UN Declaration as the
framework for reconciliation.
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Chiefs-in-Assembly:
1. Support amendments recommended by First Nations, as conditions for support of Bill C-15 An Act
respecting the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (Bill C-15) to ensure
that the purpose of Bill C-15 is to implement the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous
Peoples (UN Declaration), that will not reinforce the status quo and rely on other means or processes
to implement the Declaration, as the current version of Bill C-15 provides in sections 1 through 7.
2. Call on the Government of Canada, the House of Commons and the Senate to:
a. ensure Bill C-15 is consistent with Bill 41, Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples Act
and does not detract or undermine any work that is being undertaken at provincial or regional
levels
b. amend Bill C-15 to accommodate First Nations in BC and across Canada who do not agree
with the BC Treaty Negotiations Policy, Canada’s Comprehensive Land Claims or ‘Inherent
Right’ Policies or Processes
c. amend Bill C-15 to have UN Declaration Articles 26 to 29, which speak to the restoration of, or
restitution for, Indigenous lands, territories and resources implemented in Canada, explicitly
included in an amended section 2(2) of Bill C-15 regarding Indigenous Peoples’ territorial
jurisdiction and Indigenous law, which are the foundations of self-determination.
d. ensure Bill C-15 explicitly repudiates the Doctrine of Discovery and the doctrine of terra nullius
as recommended by the 1996 Royal Commission on Aboriginal Peoples and the Truth and
Reconciliation Commission in an amended section 2(2) of Bill C-15.
3. Direct the Assembly of First Nations (AFN) National Chief and Executive Committee to work with the
AFN Chiefs Committee on Lands, Territories and Resources to develop amendments to Bill C-15 for
4. consideration by First Nations, followed by presentation to the Government of Canada as conditions for

supporting Bill C-15 before the Bill achieves royal assent.
+x<<<0>>>x+
UN DECLARATION ON THE RIGHTS OF INDIGENOUS PEOPLES VIRTUAL
TOWN HALL WITH DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE CANADA AND
FIRST NATIONS IN BC

STATEMENT ON MAJOR CONCERNS & RECOMMENDED CHANGES TO
THE
FEDERAL DRAFT LEGISLATIVE PROPOSAL REGARDING UNDRIP
November 6, 2020
Kukpi7 Judy Wilson, Chief of the Neskonlith Indian Band in the B.C. region, "Statement on Major Concerns &
Recommended Changes to the Federal Draft Legislative Proposal Regarding UNDRIP"
1. During the 2019 federal election campaign the Liberal Party of Canada promised to:
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“move forward with introducing co-developed legislation to implement the Declaration as government
legislation by the end of 2020. In this work, [they would] ensure that this legislation fully respects the
intent of the Declaration, and establishes Bill C-262 as the floor, rather than the ceiling, when it comes
to drafting this new legislation.” [emphasis added] – 2019 Liberal Party of Canada Platform
2. The federal government has only recently released a Draft Legislative Proposal regarding the
UN Declaration that contains much of the content in the main clauses that was in the private
member’s Bill C-262 and we are here to discuss it today.
3. For your information I am moving a proposed Assembly of First Nations Resolution for our
December AFN Special Chiefs’ Assembly, regarding the federal legislative proposal for a UN
Declaration Bill, but I fully expect other resolutions to be presented at the Special Assembly on
the draft proposed Bill as well. I have no doubt there will be a vigorous discussion on the
subject of the UN Declaration itself.
4. I am speaking here as a Chief of the Neskonlith Indian Band in the B.C. region who has not
entered into negotiations under the federal Comprehensive Land Claims and “SelfGovernment” policies, since we consider them as policies that violate our inherent and
internationally protected Indigenous rights, These policies also violate Canadian constitutional
protections for Aboriginal title and rights. They are one-sided and set up to benefit the federal
and provincial governments, not our people. The members of Neskonlith are part of the larger
Secwepemc Nation and our people have taken a strong position on the ground to protect our
Indigenous rights.

We also know that UN human rights bodies have found Canada's land rights policy to
constitute de facto extinguishment in violation of international human rights standards.
To be clear, we do not participate in the B.C. Treaty Commission process. For our
people, the land restoration and restitution articles of the UN Declaration are extremely
important. So, I have a number of points to make about the federal legislative proposal
on the UN Declaration.
5. First of all, I want to say that holding a forum like this just a few weeks before a December
deadline for introduction of the legislation is not enough time to ensure meaningful participation
of Indigenous Peoples, including our proper title and rights holders. To make this a legitimate
proposal you need the consent of Indigenous Peoples on the Ground. It is not enough to hold
townhall and pretend that you are “co-developing” such important legislation. Why has the
federal government waited until the 11th hour to release a draft legislative proposal and
conduct rushed consultations? How is this “co-development” of legislation? This federal
legislative process is already making a mockery of Article 19 of the UN Declaration which
states:
“States shall consult and cooperate in good faith with the indigenous peoples concerned through
their own representative institutions in order to obtain their free, prior and informed consent before
adopting and implementing legislative or administrative measures that may affect them.” [emphasis
added]
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You need the prior informed consent of Indigenous Peoples to present a legitimate
legislative proposal.
6. In terms of the Draft Legislative Proposal itself there are problems with the preamble, which will
likely be used to interpret the main operative clauses of the proposed Bill.
7. The preamble is worded in a calculated way seemingly to evade or be non-committal about
implementing the UN Declaration. To be more honest and direct I suggest the preamble
should include the following points:
PREAMBLE
•

The Parliament of Canada recognize that the minimum human rights standards and principles
of international law set out in the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous
Peoples and commits to fully adopt and implement the Declaration in federal law.

•

The Parliament of Canada acknowledges the Alta Outcome Document of the Global
Indigenous Preparatory Conference for the United Nations High Level Plenary Meeting of the
General Assembly known as the World Conference on Indigenous Peoples, 10 – 12 June 2013,
held in Alta, Norway, where Indigenous Peoples representing the 7 global geo-political regions
including representatives of the global women’s caucus and the global youth caucus
developed collective recommendations to the State governments attending the 2014 UN
High Level

Plenary Meeting of the General Assembly, known as the World Conference on
Indigenous Peoples. These collective recommendations should not just be set
aside in this process.
•

The preamble should not only recognize “historic injustices” but ongoing injustices. The
Murdered & Missing Indigenous Women and Girls Final Report concluded the
contemporary “laws and institutions perpetuate violations of fundamental rights, amounting to
a genocide against Indigenous women, girls and 2SLGBTQQIA people”.

•

The colonial Doctrine of Discovery and Terra Nullius should be explicitly repudiated in the
preamble as recommended by the 1996 Royal Commission on Aboriginal Peoples. This was
the very first substantive RCAP recommendation, which is also reflected in the TRC Calls to
Action. The Prime Minister used the RCAP Report to justify dissolving the Department of Indian
Affairs but ignored this recommendation. I have included the text of the RCAP Resolution for
your information.
The Commission recommends that:
1.16.1 To begin the process, the federal, provincial and territorial governments, on behalf of the
people of Canada, and national Aboriginal organizations, on behalf of the Aboriginal peoples of
Canada, commit themselves to building a renewed relationship based on the principles of
mutual recognition, mutual respect, sharing and mutual responsibility; these principles to form
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the ethical basis of relations between Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal societies in the future and
to be enshrined in a new Royal Proclamation and its companion legislation (see Volume 2,
Chapter 2).
1.16.2 Federal, provincial and territorial governments further the process of renewal by
(a) acknowledging that concepts such as terra nullius and the doctrine of discovery are
factually, legally and morally wrong;
(b) declaring that such concepts no longer form part of law making or policy development by
Canadian governments;
(c) declaring that such concepts will not be the basis of arguments presented to the courts;
(d) committing themselves to renewal of the federation through consensual means to
overcome the historical legacy of these concepts, which are impediments to Aboriginal
people assuming their rightful place in the Canadian federation; and
(e) including a declaration to these ends in the new Royal Proclamation and its companion
legislation.”
•

The preamble should also state that Canada not only rejects colonialism, but also recognizes
Indigenous Rights, Indigenous laws and legal traditions and agrees to decolonize Canada
laws and policies based on the fundamental respect for the international right of selfdetermination of Indigenous Peoples, according to international human rights standards and
recognition and affirmation of our Aboriginal Title and Rights to the lands that the Creator has
given each Indigenous Nation, which we have inhabited since time immemorial.

OPERATIVE CLAUSES
•

I suggest the short title of the Act be called the “United Nations Declaration on the Rights
of Indigenous Peoples Implementation Act.”

•

I suggest a new section 2(3) be added to proposed legislative proposal stating that Section 35
of the Constitution Act, 1982, shall be made to comply with Article 1 of the International
Covenant on Civil & Political Rights & International Covenant on Educational, Social &
Cultural Rights and Article 3 of UNDRIP and that all of the colonial laws must be struck from
Canadian books, thereby implementing the Indigenous right to freely determine their own
political status and freely pursue their economic, social and cultural development.

The whole purpose of section 37 of the Constitution Act 1982 was to include an
agreement on Indigenous self-government, which was never implemented because
the federal and provincial governments ran out the clock on the section 37 process.
This is unfinished business.
•

I also suggest that the following sections of the federal draft legislative proposal be
amended with the underlined parts as follows:

United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples
3 The United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples that was adopted by
the General Assembly of the United Nations as General Assembly Resolution 61/295 on
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September 13, 2007, and that is set out in the schedule, is hereby approved as a universal
international human rights instrument that sets out minimum human rights standards and
principles of international law and Canada commits to fully adopt and implement the
Declaration in the laws of Canada.

3(1) Canada commits to jointly develop with Indigenous Peoples in Canada a fair,
independent, impartial, open and transparent process, giving due recognition to
Indigenous Peoples’ laws, traditions, customs and land tenure systems, to recognize
and adjudicate the rights of Indigenous Peoples pertaining to their lands, territories and
resources.
Consistency
4 The Government of Canada, in accordance with Indigenous Rights, Indigenous laws and
legal traditions of the Indigenous peoples in Canada and must take all measures necessary to
ensure that the laws of Canada are consistent with the United Nations Declaration on the
Rights of Indigenous Peoples. In the event of an inconsistency or conflict between the UN
Declaration and the provisions of any Act of Parliament, or of any regulation made under an
Act of Parliament, the UN Declaration prevails to the extent of the conflict or inconsistency.
National action plan
5 The Government of Canada must, in accordance with Indigenous Rights, Indigenous laws
and legal traditions of the Indigenous peoples in Canada, jointly develop and implement a
national action plan to achieve the intent of the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of
Indigenous Peoples, which is to constitute the minimum standards for the survival, dignity and
well-being of the Indigenous Peoples in Canada.
•

In conclusion, I will wait to see if the federal draft legislative proposal includes the suggestions I
have made here before I go to my people who are the Title and Rights holders on whether or
not we give our consent to any federal UN Declaration Bill.

•

Regardless of what happens with the federal proposed Bill, we will be pressing the new
B.C. government on how Bill 41, the UN Declaration Act will be applied in accordance with
our Secwépemc Title, Rights, Laws and Legal Traditions.

Kukstemc-Thank You!
-&*&*&*&National Chief Bulletin: Update on Federal Bill to advance implementation of the United Nations
Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples
on December 3, 2020
SUMMARY:
•
•

Since my last Bulletin, Minister of Justice David Lametti tabled Bill C-15, United Nations Declaration on
the Rights of Indigenous Peoples Act on December 3rd, 2020.
This proposed legislation is the culmination of generations of advocacy by First Nations nationally and
internationally. Chiefs-in-Assembly have repeatedly called for implementation legislation for the
Declaration since it was adopted by the UN General Assembly 13 years ago. Assembly of First Nations
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•

•

•

(AFN) Resolution 86/2019 Support for Federal Legislation to Create a Framework to Implement the UN
Declaration called for the introduction of federal legislation by the end of 2020. The federal government
responded with a commitment to do so, in the Speech from the Throne in 2019 and 2020.
Preliminary legal analysis indicates that Bill C-15 contains key elements that Chiefs-in-Assembly
mandated the AFN to work toward. It is consistent with former Private Member’s Bill C-262 as ‘the floor’
and contains several enhancements. It contains strong language affirming our inherent right to selfdetermination, highlights the urgent need to respect and promote our rights affirmed in Treaties and
commits the Government of Canada to an action plan that includes measures to combat and eliminate all
forms of violence and discrimination, including systemic discrimination.
I invite all Chiefs, Proxies and First Nations to attend the forthcoming AFN Virtual Annual General
Assembly on December 8-9 (Registration) where this critical legislation will be discussed. The Prime
Minister and Minister of Justice will attend on December 8th. On December 9th, a plenary panel will
present on this development and provide legal analysis.
AFN legal team member Mary-Ellen Turpel Lafond has prepared a preliminary comparison table of federal
Bill C-15 as compared to Bill C-262 that is attached to this bulletin for your review.

BACKGROUND:
•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

In 2007, following more than 25 years of global advocacy by First Nations and other Indigenous peoples,
the UN Declaration was adopted by the United Nations General Assembly (UNGA). Since then, the UNGA
has reaffirmed the Declaration several times. Canada is part of numerous consensus resolutions of the UN
calling on states to work with Indigenous peoples to develop national action plans and other measures to
support implementation, including legislation such as that tabled today.
In 2018, Bill C-262 was passed by the House of Commons. Subsequently however, it failed to pass in the
Senate of Canada due to a filibuster by a small minority of Senators, preventing it from moving to third
reading and passage.
Following this, Chiefs-in-Assembly passed Resolution 86/2019. This Resolution called for; a collaborative
process to introduce legislation to implement the Declaration as government legislation by the end of 2020;
and to ensure such legislation fully respects the Declaration; and establishes the content of Bill C-262 as the
floor rather than the ceiling.
AFN Executive Committee Motion 2019-12 called for the creation of a Legal Team to engage with the
Department of Justice (DoJ) on the federal UN Declaration legislation initiative. This team was led by legal
experts, Chief Wilton Littlechild, Mary-Ellen Turpel-Lafond and Paul Joffe.
The Speech from the Throne in 2020 committed the government to introduce legislation to implement the
UN Declaration by the end of 2020. Canada publicly accepted the content of Bill C-262 as the floor for any
government bill and reflected that in a consultative draft. The federal government indicated that the purpose
of its engagement was to enhance or strengthen the consultative draft through input from Indigenous
peoples.
From the end of September into November 2020, DoJ received input, and engaged in dialogue on potential
enhancements to the consultative draft from First Nations Rights holders, First Nations
Provincial/Territorial organizations and National Indigenous Organizations.
The AFN Legal Team focused on ensuring that DoJ was fully cognizant of the status of international law
affirming the inherent rights of First Nations under the UN Declaration; as well as the broader body of
international law. This includes binding international Treaties affirming the equal right of all peoples to
self-determination.
The AFN Legal Team engaged in dialogue with DoJ officials to address misinformation and unfounded
fears raised by opponents of First Nations rights, as well as speaking to legal issues such as the relationship
between the rights of Indigenous peoples under international law and the Constitution of Canada.
The AFN Legal Team also identified opportunities to strengthen DoJ’s consultative draft to reflect key
developments in international law that uphold and respect First Nations Treaty and inherent rights, title, and
jurisdiction.
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•

The Crown carries the responsibility to engage with First Nations directly and the AFN is not a replacement
for nation-to-nation dialogue to meet Crown legal obligations

CURRENT STATUS:
•
•

The Minister of Justice introduced Bill C-15 for First Reading today (December 3, 2020).
Mary Ellen Turpel-Lafond has prepared the attached Comparison Table of Federal Bill C-15 and Bill C262 with Commentary to assist you in your own review.

NEXT STEPS:
•
•

The AFN will analyze Bill C-15’s content against Chiefs-in-Assembly Resolutions and will share updates
with First Nations.
Bill C-15 would need to be advanced to second reading and referral to a Parliamentary Committee for
study.

ATTACHMENTS:
1. Comparison Table of Federal Bill C-15 and Bill C-262 with Commentary (Française to follow)
2. Bill C-15 (English-Française)
+)::::>+<::::(+
AN UNCERTAIN FUTURE OF THE RYUKYU UNDER ABE’S JAPAN
Karen Smith*
Republished from Cultural Survival, September 14, 2020, https://www.culturalsurvival.org/news/uncertain-futureryukyu-under-abes-japan.

It’s 2020 and Japan has still yet to recognize Ryukyu/Okinawan Peoples as Indigenous or ensure their
right to self-determination.1
“That would be 500 yen” uttered the 20-something surfer with a naicha (Okinawa for mainland Japanese)
accent demanding that our family pay for parasols at Nakagusuku beach on Miyakojima Island, where my family
on my mother’s side come from. I will never forget that moment; the look of shock on my mother and my secondaunt's faces. The beach that they once knew to be untouched was now rammed with tourists and litter scattered
everywhere. A hipster from the mainland peddling parasols and snorkeling gear from the back of his VW Van
seemed to have now claimed that space as his own to commodify.
I thought going back to Miyakojima would cleanse my eyes and ears, tired and sore from the noise of
Ospreys and the hideous display of U.S. military bases on Okinawa’s main island. Instead, I saw more of the
juxtaposed landscape of pristine nature and militarism present on the main island. Military trucks and bulldozers
passed by, on their way to clear lands for housing complexes and stations for the Japanese Army. They were
adorned with the Imperial Japan flag, a painful reminder of Japan’s fascist past, but also a real reminder that Japan
has not moved on but backwards, into the terrifying reality that many still live to remember, including my
Grandparents.
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Formerly known to the Chinese as the “country of courtesy” the Ryukyu Kingdom (now Okinawa), are a
group of islands who had its own bustling economy and served as an important trade route between South-east and
East Asian countries. Made up of 150 islands, 60 of which are uninhabited, have various traditions, customs and
languages that are distinct from one another but all share the Okinawan spirit omnipresent across the archipelago.
Purveyors of diplomacy and peaceful inter-state trading, the Ryukyu Kingdom was an empire in its own right.
The Kingdom of the Ryukyus was subsequently annexed in 1879 during the Meiji Restoration and became
Okinawa prefecture. This however, did not mean Okinawans were now Japanese, instead mere colonial subjects of
Imperial Japan. My grandmother often recalls how she had to wear a hogen fuda, a heavy slab of wood around
your neck as a punishment for speaking in Miyako. Ryukyu, Ainu, Africans and Taiwanese were among the many
Indigenous people put on display at Imperial Japan’s Human Pavillion (Human Zoo) held in Osaka in 1903.
Fast forward to World War II, Okinawa was used as a buffer to fend off American forces attacking the
mainland. To instill fear of the U.S. and foster allegiance to Imperial Japan, the Japanese Army convinced up to
700 people from children to the elderly to commit mass suicide. The lives of one third of the total population were
lost to the war and rendered 90 percent of the population homeless. The Shuri Castle, once home to the Ryukyu
Dynasty, was burnt to rubble. These memories are some that haunt people like my grandmother, who
understandably, still cannot speak about them.
Japan “sacrificed” Okinawa not once, but twice: as part of Japan’s post-war peace process, full
administration of Okinawa was given to the U.S. Being under U.S. authority, Okinawa was excluded from Japan’s
post-War constitution as well as the U.S.’ obligation to guarantee human rights as it was not formally part of the
U.S.. Twenty-seven years of U.S. occupation was fraught with human rights abuses against the locals with Agent
Orange even being tested out as Okinawa was used as a base for the U.S. brutal war in Vietnam. After enduring 27
years of injustice, hoping that under Japan’s rule life would get better, Japan yet again betrayed the Okinawan
people.
Currently, Okinawa holds over 70 percent of Japan’s U.S. military bases, but accounts for a total of just 0.6
percent of Japan’s total land mass. Our rainforest continues to serve as a ‘Jungle Warfare’ training center for the
U.S. military. The gang-rape of a 12-year old schoolgirl by U.S. servicemen in 1995 prompted a referendum a year
later, on the future of U.S. military bases in Okinawa. An overwhelming majority of 89 percent voted against it,
but the central government was not legally obligated to respect the result. Ignoring the referendums is a regular
occurrence. In February 2019, another referendum result which reflected the deep opposition Okinawans had to yet
another military base being constructed, was ignored. The most devastating part of this is the fact that the new base
is being built on Henoko Bay, home to two coral reefs, 300 endangered species and to the near-extinct dugong,
which will all be destroyed all in the name of “security.”
The man largely responsible for the recent ramp-up in Japanese re-militarization is the same awkward man
who wore a Super Mario costume at the Brazil Olympics closing show to introduce Tokyo as the next host city.
His name is Shinzo Abe, the grandson of a class A war criminal who has repeatedly expressed desire in reverting
Japan back to its sadistic, imperial state it once was. In his first term in office, he ordered that Japanese history
textbooks should remove passages which mention Imperial Japan forcing Ryukyuans to commit mass suicide. He
also continues to call the hundreds of thousands of Asian women whom were forced into sexual slavery by
Imperial Japan as “comfort women.” To highlight the extremity of his beliefs, Mein Kampf was recently greenlit to
be used in Japanese schools as “teaching materials.”
A poor effort
Abe dressing up as an iconic Nintendo character was not about celebrating Japan’s creative innovations. It
was however, a carefully crafted move to cover up Japan’s disastrous failure in reconciling with its own history
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and
allowing
the
world
to
perceive
it
as
having
“moved
on”
from
the
past.
In the words of Frantz Fanon, “The immobility to which the native is condemned can only be called in question if
the native decides to put an end to the history of colonization.” Perhaps that is why Japan does everything possible
to veto any efforts made by Okinawans and refuses to recognize us as Indigenous, as that would automatically give
us the legal right to claim back the lands that were forcibly taken from us.
Whilst the free movement of people remains a heavily scrutinized and over-reported topic, the free
movement of nuclear weapons, military bases and overworked foreign workers across islands in the Asia-Pacific
such as Okinawa goes widely underreported. Absence of the voices of Okinawans as well as Chamorros, Naurans,
and Hawaiians are the reason why Indigenous futures remain uncertain and are close to being pushed over the
precipice of fascism and climate devastation.
_________________
1. International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights Alternative Report Submission: Violations of Indigenous
Peoples’ Rights in Japan, Prepared for 128th Session, Geneva, 2 March - 27 March, 2020 by Cultural Survival,
https://www.culturalsurvival.org/sites/default/files/ICCPR-Japan-Report-2020-FINAL.pdf,
*Karen Smith is a native Okinawan, SOAS Development Studies Grad & Social Worker in training, based in the
UK. Currently learning Miyaafutsu, an endangered language of her native Island, Miyako.
.___^^^^^^^___.
ARTICLES
As IPJ is a refereed journal, articles may be posted on a different schedule from the rest of the journal. We
will send out an e-mail announcement when the next set of articles are posted when they are not posted with a
regular new journal, and they can be downloaded as a pdf file. Current articles are available with list on line at:
http://www.indigenouspolicy.org/ipjblog/.
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RESEARCH NOTES
GLOBAL FOOD SYSTEM EMISSIONS ALONE THREATEN WARMING BEYOND 1.5°C
—BUT WE CAN ACT NOW TO STOP IT
WE HAVE TO SWITCH THE ENERGY SOURCES POWERING FARMS AND FOOD PRODUCTION
FROM FOSSIL FUELS TO RENEWABLES, WHILE HALTING THE DEFORESTATION THAT
CREATES NEW FARMLAND.
John Lynch*
Republished under a Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International License from Common Dreams, November
6, 2020,
https://www.commondreams.org/views/2020/11/06/global-food-system-emissions-alone-threatenwarming-beyond-15degc-we-can-act-now?cdorigin=rss&utm_term=AO&utm_campaign=Daily%20Newsletter&utm_content=email&utm_source=Daily%20Ne
wsletter&utm_medium=Email.
How people grow food and the way we use the land is an important, though often overlooked, contributor
to climate change. While most people recognise the role of burning fossil fuels in heating the atmosphere, there has
been less discussion about the necessary changes for bringing agriculture in line with a “net-zero” world.
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But greenhouse gas emissions from the global food system are growing. Unless there are significant
changes in the way we produce and deliver food from fields to tables, the world will miss the climate targets of the
Paris Agreement, even if we immediately phase out fossil fuel use.
In a new paper, my colleagues and I explored how food system emissions fit into remaining carbon budgets
which are intended to limit global warming to 1.5 or 2°C above pre-industrial levels. We estimated that if global
food systems continue to develop at their current rate – known as a “business as usual” trajectory – the resulting
increase in emissions from this alone would likely add enough extra warming to take Earth’s average temperature
beyond a 1.5°C rise in the 2060s.
The good news is that this outcome is not inevitable. There are improvements to what we eat and how we
farm it that are achievable, and can be pursued right now.
Carbon budgets
Thanks to the Paris Agreement, the world has an internationally agreed target of keeping global warming
below 2°C, and striving for 1.5°C.
To meet any given temperature target, there’s a fixed carbon budget – a finite amount of CO₂ that can be
emitted before global temperatures surpass the limit. This surprisingly straightforward link between CO₂ emissions
and global temperature helps scientists set useful targets for reducing emissions. Achieving this temperature target
means keeping total CO₂ emissions within the carbon budget, by phasing out fossil fuel burning so that we reach
net-zero emissions before exceeding the budget.
The same applies to CO₂ emissions from agriculture. We have to switch the energy sources powering farms
and food production from fossil fuels to renewables, while halting the deforestation that creates new farmland.
But here things get complicated, as CO₂ is only a relatively small part of the total emissions from food
systems. Agricultural emissions are dominated by nitrous oxide (N₂O), mostly from fertilisers spread on fields
(both synthetic and animal manures), and methane (CH₄), largely produced by ruminant livestock such as cows
and sheep, and rice farming. So how do these two gases fit into our carbon budgets?
Nitrous oxide lasts in the atmosphere for around a century, making it relatively long-lived (though still a lot shorter
than CO₂ on average). Each N₂O emission subtracts from the carbon budget in a similar way to CO₂ itself.
Methane only survives in the atmosphere for around a decade once emitted. Each emission causes a
significant but fairly short burst of warming, but doesn’t contribute to long-term warming and reduce the available
carbon budget in the same way as CO₂ or N₂O. To account for this, we used a new approach, which treats methane
differently to longer-lived gases, in order to incorporate it in carbon budgets.
Keeping warming below 2°C
Using this new framework, we considered how food system emissions might affect the world’s remaining
carbon budget in lots of different scenarios. These included what might happen if we made the typical diet more or
less sustainable, if people wasted less food, or if farms produced more food from the same amount of land.
Given that there’s an increasing human population that is, on average, eating more food – and more
emissions-intensive types of food such as meat and dairy – the world is on track to exceed the carbon budget for
limiting warming to 1.5°C due to these food system emissions alone, and take up a large share of the 2°C budget.
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But there are many changes we can make to avoid this. Switching to healthier diets that are more plantbased and lower in calories or reducing food waste could allow the same number of people to be fed with less
overall food production and a smaller environmental footprint. Improved farming methods, including more
efficient use of fertilisers, could help produce more food with fewer resources. These are achievable changes
which would significantly reduce food system emissions.
Even better, implementing all of these measures could actually expand the total carbon budget the world
has left. If the amount of food the world needs and how it was produced were carefully planned, more land could
be freed for other purposes. That includes rewilding, which would expand wild habitats on former farmland,
encouraging biodiversity and fixing carbon from the atmosphere into plants.
People will always have different dietary preferences, and climate change could limit how much we’re able
to improve agricultural efficiency, even if warming remains below 1.5°C. But even if some strategies are only
partially fulfilled, pursuing multiple approaches simultaneously could still significantly reduce food system
emissions overall.
Keeping global warming to 1.5°C gives the world very little wiggle room. It’s essential that emissions from
burning fossil fuels are eliminated as rapidly as possible. The world must build on the plunge in emissions that
occurred during the COVID-19 pandemic, and force similar declines every year onwards.
We have shown that if – and it is a big if – the world does actually manage to decarbonise this quickly, we
have a good chance of keeping food system emissions low enough to limit warming to between 1.5 and 2°C. We
can waste no more time in achieving this.
*John Lynch is Postdoctoral Researcher in Physics, University of Oxford.
<===>:<===>
SHANE MORIGEAU'S RETAIL POLITICS. MONTANA STYLE
Mark Trahant*
Republished with authors permission form Indian Country Today,
https://indiancountrytoday.com/news/shane-morigeau-s-retail-politics-montana-styleqLwtRjFj9kimCoy9KQUTlw.

September

30,

2020,

Shane Morigeau knows the drill. The politician shows up. Tosses a few nice-sounding ideas. Asks for
money. And disappears until the next election.
“So I make it a point to return my phone calls,” Morigeau said. Then he adds the kicker, “Here's my
personal phone number. You can call me, you know. You want to talk about politics or just want to be asked about
something, you know, like, give me a call.”
Retail politics, Montana style.
Morigeau, Confederated Salish and Kootenai Tribes, said he didn’t set out to be a politician. He was
elected to the Montana Legislature in 2016 as a Democrat. One of the first Native Americans elected to represent
an urban district, in hisMissoula.
Morigeau found a lot of early success as a state lawmaker. He was elected to his party’s leadership, worked
on a number of issues that involved tribes, such as water compacts. And he worked on Medicaid expansion, a bill
that included a broad coalition of Democrats and Republicans.
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“That experience was just like, wow, open my eyes,” Morigeau said. So many people came together “to
find a way to make sure people have access to healthcare.”
Now the attorney is running for the statewide office of auditor. “Medicaid expansion and this office just
seemed like a place where I could do work to protect and help people in Montana,” Morigeau said. He said he saw
firsthand how insurance companies put their financial interests over that of the people in Montana.
If elected auditor, Morigeau would regulate insurance and finance and manage the state’s tax revenue. He
would also serve on Montana’s land board. He is running against Republican Troy Downing. The incumbent
auditor, Matt Rosendale, is running for Congress.
Morigeau said the land board is a particularly important role because those natural resources are used to
fund public education. That’s “very near and dear to my heart because I'm a product of our public school system in
Montana,” he said, noting he went to high school in rural Ronan.
He also cites his experience as a prosecuting attorney as helpful in the regulatory side of the job.
“I was a prosecutor for two years, and I've been practicing law for about 10 years now. But there's a
criminal arm to this office, and it prosecutes fraud cases,” Morigeau said. The prosecution of fraud both in
insurance and financial services is critical, ensuring companies are held accountable for their actions.
Montana is a large state, and Morigeau drove some 13,000 miles carrying his message from community to
community. Then the pandemic hit. Now Morigeau’s days are filled with phone calls and Zoom.
The campaign, and Montana Democrats, are experimenting with how to campaign now. “So things are
flying by,” he said. “We're doing a picnic, a Democratic picnic tonight with Lake County.” A virtual picnic.
Or there are drive-by rallies. And trivia nights. “I'm not saying I don't want to do trivia,” he adds. “I'm just,
you know, unless there's ’90s music in it, I'm not very good at it.”
But ask about ’90s music or sports and he feels like he’s ready.
Tribes have supported Morigeau’s candidacy. For example Fort Belknap Community Council President
Andrew Werk recently posted that tribe’s endorsement. “Shane made it to every Reservation in Montana and he
has taken on insurance companies in the State Legislature,” Werk wrote. “Growing up in a low-income family, he
knows what it’s like to struggle to afford health care. His legal experience and his legislative work proves his heart
is in it for Montana. I cannot think of anyone better to take on fraudulent investors and fight for affordable
insurance rates. We are proud to join so many other endorsers in supporting a candidate that will represent all
Montanans in our great state.”
He’s also been endorsed by the Northern Cheyenne Tribe, the Rocky Mountain Tribal Leaders Council, the
Crow Tribal Executive Branch, the Chippewa Cree Business Committee, and his own tribe, the Confederated
Salish and Kootenai Tribes Tribal Council.
Montana is a unique state. It has the highest percentage of Native Americans serving in the Legislature at 7
percent, roughly the same percent of lawmakers as citizens.
The Legislature looks like Montana, “and that’s a good thing” because there are so many issues that impact
tribal communities.
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“When all of our communities are doing better in Montana, Montana is doing better,” Morigeau said. The
“economy is doing better; the health of people across the state is better … and I want to see our state and the
people in the state do better as well.”
*Mark Trahant, Shoshone-Bannock, is editor of Indian Country Today. On Twitter: @TrahantReports Trahant is
based in Phoenix.
+)><:::x:::><(+
NATIVE TV COMMERCIALS: THE GOOD SHOT
NATIVE CANDIDATES USE VIDEOS TO DEFINE THEIR STORY #NATIVEVOTE20
Mark Trahant*
Republished with author's permission from Indian Country Today, October 26,
https://indiancountrytoday.com/news/native-tv-commercials-the-good-shot-VQ1Orq8srka-2JZv-uF4uw.

2020,

There was a time when TV commercials defined politics. And that’s still true in many states. Turn on any
commercial television station in a competitive race, and the ads are pretty much nonstop.
Do commercials work? Historically, yes. A national conservative group spent millions in 1982 to defeat
Montana Democrat John Melcher. The ads packed this punch: Melcher was “too liberal for Montana.”
Melcher, a veterinarian, countered with a commercial that featured suspicious types carrying briefcases
stuffed with dollars coming into Montana and cows talking about how these city-slickers were bad-mouthing Doc
Melcher. “Montanans aren’t buying it, especially those who know bull when they hear it,” said an announcer,
adding that the culprits “had been stepping in what they’re trying to sell.”
Melcher won by 13 points.
These days the idea of a “commercial” is quite different. On television they are still the 30-second spots
that define a candidate (or their opponent). But nearly all national candidates can produce video spots that are
longer, a couple of minutes or more, and tell a lot more of their story. These are stories shared for free on social
media.
This election nearly 5 million ads have aired in federal races (House, Senate and president) on broadcast
and national cable television since January of 2019, according to the Wesleyan Media Project, which tracks ad
spending. “That volume is more than twice the volume of ad airings in the 2012 and 2016 presidential election
cycles — and well above the previously record-setting midterm election ad volumes in 2018.”
Paulette Jordan, Coeur d’Alene, is running for the U.S. Senate in Idaho. Her most recent television ad is
another telling of the Western narrative that was so effective for Melcher.
She talks about growing up in DeSmet. “It’s like a lot of Idaho towns, where good people have been left
behind by the elites who control politics,” she says. Then she describes her opponent Sen. Jim Risch showing
newspaper clippings about his wealth, and how he “made himself a multimillionaire and became one of the richest
members of the Senate.”
Across the country Democratic challengers for the Senate are spending a lot more money than Republicans.
But most of that is in a few states. “A trio of Democrats taking on Republican incumbents in South Carolina,
Kentucky and Arizona top the list,” according to the Wesleyan Media Project. “Indeed, Jaime Harrison’s campaign
in South Carolina has spent almost $4 million since early September on digital advertising. Amy McGrath, who is
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challenging Mitch McConnell in Kentucky, has spent almost $2 million on digital ads, with Mark Kelly in Arizona
not far behind. Since January 1, Senate candidates have spent $71,852,798 on Facebook and Google ads.”
In Montana, for example, Senate candidates have spent more than $14 million on 44, 267 ads through the
end of September.
Not so much in Idaho, where fewer than 200 ads have aired at a cost far below that in other states. Jordan’s
best use of the medium is the hope for the spots to go viral and be shared often across social media.
Then, this is often told by Native American candidates for office. Rep. Ponka-We Victors, Ponca and
Tohono O'odham, and a Democrat in the Kansas House, examines Native American women running for state
legislatures across the country in her doctoral dissertation at Creighton University. The paper: “Wa’u Hanga: The
Rise of Native American Women Who Pursue Elected State Office.”
One of the candidates she interviewed told her: “My family and I actually went into debt when I ran for
office. I used my personal money to pay for campaign ads, mailers and radio ads. I think that is what got me
elected is people seeing me on TV and hearing my voice on the radio. However, it was a big price to pay and put a
financial hardship on my family.”
That captures the challenge for Native American candidates for public office, raising the money to tell their
story, especially on the expensive medium of television. Yet the campaign ads by Native Americans have been
growing and sharing more nuanced stories. Two years ago a social media ad was in Lakota, for Tatewin Means,
who was then a candidate for attorney general. This is how minds are changed. A spot that portrays a Native
woman in a professional light.
Both Reps. Deb Haaland, Laguna Pueblo, and Sharice Davids, Ho Chunk, effectively used campaign
commercials to define themselves and their world view. Haaland’s message was clear. “Congress has “never heard
a voice like mine.” And Davids’ ad was as iconic as the talking cows. The ad featured the former MMA fighter,
ready to spar.
“This is a tough place to be a woman,” she says. “I have had to fight like hell just to survive. And it’s clear
that Trump and the Republicans in Washington don’t give a damn about anyone like me or anyone who doesn’t
think like them.”
Now, of course, both Davids and Haaland are incumbents. And there is a different strategy in plan. Davids
is running in a competitive district and she is using her commercial to reinforce her policy message. “Pricing
medications, surprise bills, coronavirus. I've heard these and 10,000 other healthcare worries from Kansans,
literally 10,000,” Davids says. “That's why health care has been my focus.”
Then it’s not uncommon for incumbents to pass on TV ads. Haaland is not running over-the-air spots.
That’s also true for Republicans Tom Cole, Chickasaw, and Markwayne Mullin, Cherokee.
Some candidates, such as Yvette Herell, Cherokee, don’t mention their tribal citizenship in their campaign
ads. While others use the idea as a point of pride.
Justice Rachel Montoya-Lewis, Pueblo of Isleta, says her perspective is important as Washington state’s
first Native American justice. She is on the ballot for retention on the court.
Idaho Democrat Rudy Soto, Shoshone-Bannock, promotes himself as a problem solver and nonpolitician
who can represent those who voted for Donald Trump or Joe Biden.
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Beyond television, especially on social media, Native American candidates use their voice to sell the idea
of representation. “My family knows something about Wyoming,” says Lynette Greybull, Hunkpapa Lakota and
Northern Arapaho. “Our ancestors hunted mammoths here thousands a year before the founding of the equality
state. It is long overdue that we actually put equality in the state.”
Paulette Jordan is not the only candidate who uses a Western narrative. In his spots, Shane Morigeau,
Confederated Salish and Kootenai Tribes, picks at his Republican opponent’s inability to get a hunting license.
“He's from San Diego, and that's why he couldn't get a hunting license here. Wasn't a problem for me,” Morigeau
says. “I worked with both parties to protect Montana's way of life.”
Then there is the be-sure-to-vote music video made (that features Morigueau).
Foreshadow says a video on Facebook speaks to youth about the importance of voting.
“Our youth is our future,” he wrote. “They are the ones with the voices. They are the ones who will make
changes for years to come.”
This Montana rap video is a long way from the days of talking cow.
*Mark Trahant, Shoshone-Bannock, is editor of Indian Country Today. On Twitter: @TrahantReports Trahant is
based in Phoenix.
<>+<<<>>>+<>
RETURN OF IDAHO'S SOCKEYE SALMON
Mark Trahant*
Republished with authors permission from Indian Country Today, December
https://indiancountrytoday.com/news/return-of-idaho-s-sockeye-salmon-vh3H3w79n0ylotOkIs5V5w.

9,

2020,

The Shoshone-Bannock Tribes’ years of effort on the recovery plan is paying off
Let’s break a few journalism rules. I am writing about my own tribe. It’s a subject I care deeply about,
salmon recovery. And my brother turns out to be one of my sources. Other than that, I can be objective.
But I am burying the lede: After two decades of litigation, mitigation and field preparation, the sockeye
salmon showed a promising return this year to Idaho’s Pettit Lake near Stanley, Idaho.
The thing is, a lot of people have given up on the Snake River sockeye. The challenges are enormous.
Sockeye travel the farthest of all Idaho salmon, a journey of more than 900 miles and climbing more than 6,500
feet in elevation before they reach the Sawtooth Valley.
The fish are not as big (or as popular) as the king salmon or steelhead. There’s not much in the way of
sports fishing or commercial fishing. Basically we’re talking about a salmon stepchild.
The Shoshone-Bannock Tribes have treaty rights to fish for salmon, and because the sockeye is so rare, few
people have seen one in three decades.

342

“It doesn’t get all the attention that the chinook, the king’s, the big salmon and steelhead get,” says Kurt
Tardy, an anadromous fisheries biologist for the Shoshone Bannock Tribes. One reason is the states make zero
from that species so there is not a lot of reason to put money into recovery.
But it is an iconic fish. Idaho’s Redfish Lake is named for the sockeye, the reds.
Broadcast story
“It's a species that it's important to the planet and important, especially if you're a tribal member,” Tardy
said. “We haven't had sockeye returned to Pettit Lake in over 30 years. So however you draw the straw, you could
have the short one or the long one, that's success in itself. Bottom line, period, we actually have fish returning from
the ocean that have Pettit origin genes.”
This is a big deal. If you read the headlines from Idaho and sockeye there are lots of stories about the
species’ decline. “Will sockeye salmon survive in Idaho?” asks the Idaho State Journal. One projected run of 800
fish ended up at 27 fish. “The bottom line here is, among other things, that the fish have a dam problem.” That’s
the eight federal dams between the mountains of central Idaho and the Pacific Ocean.
In 1999, the Shoshone-Bannock Tribes filed a petition with the National Marine Fisheries Service to list the
sockeye as an endangered species in order to launch a recovery plan. The tribes have actively worked since then on
that restoration.
Robert Trahant has worked on the project since 1995. “So this is remarkable for me to see progress after 20
years, 25 years.”
“Rob has seen a slew of different things that the sockeye program has done,” Tardy said. “So he was at the
beginning (and) instrumental in egg releases. So first we used to do egg box releases.”
Those produced several thousand small fish each year, but the few made their way back to the spawning
grounds from the ocean. And no fish returned to Pettit Lake. That’s the challenge: Using the best science to get
fish past the dams and to create a new natural cycle of migration with fish that have a Pettit Lake genetic mark.
“Ultimately moving forward is to regenerate, recreate, repopulate, recolonize, a fish in this case, Sockeye that are
specific to Pettit Lake,” Tardy says.
Much of the focus on Idaho’s sockeye is on Redfish Lake. But that lake is overpopulated. And if the goal is
eventually a tribal fishery that would be “impossible” where there are so many people.
And Tardy said the sockeye plan is for healthy sockeye in Redfish, Pettit and Alturas lakes.
“Pettit is kind of marked as the first non-Redfish Lake to receive much of the attention,” Tardy said. “Once
Redfish is operational, once Pettit is basically trending towards recovery, then we could look to other lakes … that
historically had sockeye salmon in them.”
This year’s return was a surprise. The Shoshone-Bannock Tribes fishery team learned of the returning fish
from Elizabeth Paul, working with the Idaho Salmon Partnership. She sent word about a tagged fish.
“I hate to say it, but we did not know that at the time,” Tardy said. “Once we knew that there was one fish
returning, we were able to extrapolate. So basically on our tagging rate, knowing that one is returning, we were
able to extrapolate and we anticipated around 20 fish that would return to Pettit Lake. And science isn't always
accurate … so we ended up returning 38, which was very good, right?”
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“I probably will never be able to fish for a sockeye,” Trahant said. “Well, hopefully my kids will, my
grandkids, and future families will be able to have that fishery and that cultural aspect” of sockeye again.
*Mark Trahant, Shoshone-Bannock, is editor of Indian Country Today. On Twitter: @TrahantReports. Trahant is
based in Phoenix.
<<<+<>+>>>
FIRES IN AMAZONIA: GOING BEYOND PROTECTION OF INDIGENOUS RIGHTS
Edson Krenak Naknanuk*
Republished from Cultural Survival, September 16, 2020, https://www.culturalsurvival.org/news/fires-amazoniagoing-beyond-protection-indigenous-rights,
The connection between the persecution of Indigenous Peoples and the significant increase in fires in the
Amazon, especially in the second half of 2020, is part of an explicitly racist, anti-environmental, and dangerous
governmental policy. In August, I spoke at a Fridays for Future event in Vienna with a special focus on the Amazon.
My speech insisted on the idea that defending Indigenous Peoples and our rights, our ways of life and worldviews is
the best way to protect the forests in the Amazon, and the planet as our home, the home of humanity.
The fires in Amazon and in other important biomes in Brazil are criminal. The process of destroying a forest
with fire is the last step of a process: after deforestation or the removal of wood, after the weakening of the defense of
forest beings, which includes Indigenous people, in an attitude of rejection of their existence, fires are used for the
final clearing of the land, before mining and other activities begin. That is why the drop in the number of fires that
Bolsonaro`s government is announcing this September is not a reason for tranquility for Indigenous Peoples, animals,
trees, environmentalists, scientists, and even for the readers of this article.
Lies and Shameful Posts
Recently, the vice president of Brazil, Hamilton Mourão, and the environmental minister republished a video
on their social media accounts stating that the Amazon is not burning. The video begins with that resounding lie:
"The Amazon is not burning." In addition to the disturbing lie, the video was produced in English for foreigners. I
have two hypotheses to explain that campaign. First, to spread a misrepresentation based on the premise that strangers
do not know what is happening in the Amazon and secondly, it is as a reaction to Indigenous Peoples and
environmental activists who are fighting to defend the Amazon.
The video brings in the voice of a child, to manipulate and play with the truth. Perhaps a shot in the foot, as
we say in Brazil, because a child, although always educated and a lover of truth, should not have the responsibility to
inform the public with this type of news. The video delegitimizes itself by showing a golden lion tamarin as an
Amazonian inhabitant, whose home is actually Brazil's Atlantic coastal rainforests that, together with other species,
are disappearing due to ever-expanding logging, agriculture, and industry. Even though the golden lion tamarin is
also in danger of vanishing from the Atlantic rainforest, they do not belong to the Amazon. It is probably only found
in the forests of Rio de Janeiro and southern Minas Gerais, which is more than 3000 kilometers away from the
Amazon forest.
The video was originally created by ACRIAPARA, an association of agribusiness and large farmers in the
state of Para, the fifth in the country in meat production, with a livestock of over 21 million heads. Associations like
this one have been strengthened by and are multiplying in the government of Bolsonaro and its minister, who in May
2020 called on the government to push through further deregulation of environmental policies and pause Indigenous
land demarcation, while people are distracted by the coronavirus pandemic. He stated, "We need to make an effort
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while we are in this calm moment in terms of press coverage because they are only talking about COVID, and push
through and change all the rules and simplify norms," weakening the rights of Indigenous Peoples and undermining
the green areas of the country.
Along with the video, the vice president posted a question: "Which side are you on? With those who
preserve the forests or with the ones who manipulate your feelings?” The next day, when journalists
questioned him about the video, he affirmed the footage was for foreigners, and confessed that the video was
counter-propaganda, confirming my second hypothesis. Justifying the presence of the golden lion tamarin in
the video, he said that this was an integration of the Amazonas and Atlantic forest. In a simple analysis of his
discourse, we know that this integration is not to protect the forest or its inhabitants, but to make the Amazon
a industrialized, "developed," and dead zone in its diversity. The president of ACRIAPARA also published his
mea culpa, saying that the video was a mistake and they used old images and videos. Period.
To answer the vice president, our answer is that we are not on his or their side, nor on the side of who
produced the video. We are on the side of the defenders and guardians of the forest, of the innumerable
Peoples and beings that inhabit their soils.
A
social
media
campaign, "Defund
Bolsonaro" (https://twitter.com/ApibOficial/status/1304218421517864963)) by APIB, Articulation of Indigenous
Peoples of Brazil, uses the American actor Leonardo DiCaprio to mobilize thousands of people on social networks.
The
main
piece
is
a
video
narrated
with
the voice
of
a
child (https://twitter.com/ApibOficial/status/1301947089304334342?s=20) who asks "Are you smelling smoke?
The Amazon is burning. Again." And it is burning more than ever before.
“The worst environmental disasters in Amazonia during the 21st century"
The NASA Earth Observatory launched a new system for monitoring fires in the Amazon that is capable of
identifying the source of the fires and it shows that, in 2020, 54 percent of them originated in deforestation. Using
data from the VIIRS satellite imaging system, the scientists affirm:
"In the southern Amazon, the dry season typically begins in July and continues through November,
bringing increased fire activity along with it. Following a notable increase in fire activity in August 2019 and a
gradual rise in deforestation across multiple years, a team of scientists at NASA and the University of CaliforniaIrvine has been watching closely for signs of how the 2020 season might shape up. Several worrisome signs have
emerged. In May and June 2020, warm Atlantic Ocean surface temperatures pointed to a greater risk of drought for
key parts of the Amazon rainforest," writes Earth Observatory (https://earthobservatory.nasa.gov/images/147075/anew-tool-for-tracking-amazon-fires).
Deforestation in the Amazon forest grew 33 percent (see the VIIIRS graphic below) between August 2019
and July 2020 compared to the same period in the previous two years, as indicated by DETER an agency that uses
satellites to monitor the area and it is associated with the Brazilian National Space Research Institute (INPE). In
this period, a total of 9,205 km² of forest was cut down, a significant increase over the 6,844 km² recorded in the
previous period. It is the largest index since the beginning of the DETER started to monitor it in 2015.
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At the same time, the State agency responsible to monitor and protect the environment, IBAMA, spent only 19
percent of its planned resources for containment and prevention of forest fires. The same happened to FUNAI, the
agency responsible for protecting Indigenous rights in Brazil: a systematic action to undermine the gatekeepers of
the forest, threatening the entire diversity.
The Observatory of the Climate, an NGO that monitors the region, states that is the main reason for the
problem and the record-level deforestation associated with the burning. They also state that drought in the region
did not play a major role in the 60 percent increase in the number of hot spots in 2019 and more than double that in
2020.
Researcher Paulo Moutinho warns that "the consequences for the population are immense. Air pollution
causes disease and the economic impact can be high. Therefore, fighting deforestation, which is a vector for fires,
and discouraging the use of fire to clear the land are fundamental to ensuring the health of people and forests."
According to Metsul, a Brazilian meteorological institute, the fires are not only in the Amazon, but in the
Cerrado and Pantanal. In the latter, fire is devastating the area: with more than 12 percent of the biome already
consumed by flames and are above the historical average in the entire country. Both Metsul and INPEshow in their
images captured by satellites that the smoke of the Amazon and Pantanal is reaching regions as far away as São
Paulo and Rio Grande do Sul.
Our home is burning, we are seeing it. Animals are dying, lives are disappearing. Forests and biomes are
being consumed, and the Bolsonaro government is still in denial.
The Forest Is Our Home
The environmental conservation of Indigenous Lands is not only a strategy of territorial occupation
established by Indigenous Peoples. It reflects the deep, ecological, and interdependent relationship that forest
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beings have with each other. Indigenous Peoples as well as any other species living there are responsible for the
conservation and protection of diversity of local fauna and flora. Their ways of living are unique because of this
essential relationship.
The Intergovernmental Science-Policy Platform on Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services (IPBES) issued
the Global Assessment Report on Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services, which also affirms that Indigenous
Peoples are central players and the key to protecting the environment. The report says that at least "one quarter of
the global land area is traditionally managed, owned, used or occupied by Indigenous Peoples."
We have seen that the undermining of Indigenous rights to land, identity, and cultures has a historical link
with the loss and degradation of green areas and biodiversity in the world. Removal and relocation of Indigenous
Peoples due to the denial of their rights is the number one cause of land misuse and policies that have destroyed the
forests.
Recognizing land rights and defending Indigenous Peoples is not enough. Recognizing land rights and
defending Indigenous Peoples goes beyond their rights, it is about protecting the environment, humankind's home,
our rights to life, a good life. We urge the global society to partner with us to protect our home.
*Edson Krenak Naknanuk is an Indigenous activist and writer in Brazil and a Cultural Survival
consultant. Currently, he is a Ph.D. candidate in Social and Cultural Anthropology with studies in Legal
Anthropology at Vienna University, Austria. He is also a teacher. He loves interacting with children and youth and
preparing them for a better world.
>>>°<<<
NATIVE SOLIDARITY WITH BLACK LIVES MATTER
AS BOTH COMMUNITIES CONFRONT CENTURIES-LONG STATE VIOLENCE
Erica Belfi, Beadwork*
Republished from Cultural Survival, June 20, 2020, https://www.culturalsurvival.org/news/native-solidarity-blacklives-matter-both-communities-confront-centuries-long-state-violence.
The fight against police brutality is nothing new to Indigenous people. In Minneapolis and beyond, Native
Peoples have joined in on the demonstrations with Black Lives Matter protesters, yet again mobilizing in a
centuries-long movement against state violence. Approximately 150,000 Native Americans live in the Minneapolis
area today, a number that rose after the U.S. government began moving them off of their reservations in the 1950s
and enacting termination and relocation policies. Katrina Phillips, a member of the Red Cliff Band of Lake
Superior Ojibwe and an assistant professor of history at Macalester College, noted the significant presence of
Native Americans at the protests. “Why was it important that American Indians joined the protests in solidarity
with African Americans? Because their presence underscores Minneapolis’s ongoing hostilities against Indigenous
people and people of color and highlights the long history of weaponized state violence against American Indians,”
Phillips stated.
While Indigenous people are coordinating responses and protesting, many affirm that they are there to
center Black people and support the work that Black activists are already leading against police brutality. Idle No
More organizers Nickita Longman, Shawn Johnston, and Alex Wilson stated that “Black activists have supported
the resiliency of Indigenous people time and time again. It is our turn to show up, take instruction, and trust in the
Black Lives Matter movement at this time, and always.”
Many Indigenous-led organizations are expressing solidarity and committing to the movement, citing the
ways in which “Indigenous Sovereignty and Black Liberation go hand-in-hand.” The Indigenous Environmental
Network, for example, asserts that the same extractive and exploitative colonial powers, along with structural
racism and the “concentration of wealth and power among the few” are what have contributed to the oppression of
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both Black and Indigenous people. “In this moment we lift up and center Black voices and the Black Lives Matter
movement. This does not mean that police brutality inflicted upon Native communities is any less crucial to
address. It does not mean that our struggles are any less important. In fact, standing in solidarity and supporting
Black Lives Matter, addresses the root causes of that brutality - systemic racism and white supremacy,” the group
stated. “Dismantling these systems is the work we need to do together.”
Indigenous protesters cite the history of police violence against their communities as part of why they stand
in solidarity with Black organizers. On June 4th, 2020, Chantel Moore, a 26-year-old woman from the Tla-o-quiaht First Nation, was shot and killed by police during a wellness check in Edmundston, New Brunswick. Moore
had dreams of becoming an engineer and moving to New York City. She was also a mother. Police officials
reported that officers at the scene did not attempt to use non-lethal force and were not equipped with body
cameras. Everett Patrick, a 42-year-old father and member of the Lake Babine Nation, died in police custody on
June 2, 2020. Though the police force reports that they cannot disclose what happened to him while he was in
custody, his family questions the injuries that led to his death in Burns Lake, British Columbia. Eishia Hudson, a
16-year-old, was shot and killed by police in Winnipeg on April 8th, 2020. Police shot her when she was in a
stopped car with several other teenagers after officers alleged that she helped rob a liquor store. Her
parents describe her as athletic, big-hearted, and persistent, noting that she was excited about graduating next year.
Having seen the news about the incident, Hudson’s family spent six hours trying to contact authorities before they
were finally notified of her death.
The violence is compounded for Afro-Indigenous people. Though she received relatively little press
coverage, Regis Korchinski-Paquet was killed in an encounter with Toronto police on May 27th, 2020.
Korchinski-Paquet was 29 years old and an Afro-Indigenous Mi’kmaq woman. She was a talented gymnast and
was often active in her church. She had occasional epileptic seizures, for which her family had called the police in
the past to get Korchinski-Paquet help. However, when a family member called police to de-escalate a family
dispute in May, six officers showed up and entered the family’s apartment, forcing everyone but Paquet to stay
outside in the hallway. Korchinski-Paquet’s mother heard her cries from inside the apartment, reporting that
officers had her daughter cornered on the balcony and pushed her off of the 24th floor, killing her. Many contend
that the manner in which she died and the lack of national media coverage can be attributed to her identity as an
Afro-Indigenous
woman.
Studies suggest that the actual number of Black and non-Black Indigenous Peoples who are killed by police
is uncertain, given that underreporting is common and deaths-by-police in Native communities are rarely picked up
by mainstream media outlets. The problem is likely much worse than is statistically visible. Researchers affirm that
part of the problem is due to identification. After Daniel Covarrubias (Suquamish Nation) was shot and killed by
police in 2015 when he reached for his cell phone, the New York Times initially misidentified him as Latino. Many
police precincts do not consistently report race or ethnicity at all, simply listing people killed by police
as ‘unknown’. Furthermore, cases are usually separated in Black or Indigenous categories, neglecting to recognize
people who are Afro-Indigenous or mixed. Whether it is due to misidentification or lack of clear, disaggregated
data, structural racism perpetuates the legacy of colonial oppression.
In response to the state violence and in support of the Black Lives Matter movement, Indigenous people are
mobilizing in different ways. Many organizations have taken a stand with Black folks against the settler state,
relaying messages of solidarity. Members of the Native Women Lead (NWL) coalition are asking people to avoid
co-opting the movement and to instead center Black people. In their call to action, they also ask non-Black
Indigenous people to acknowledge the anti-Blackness in themselves, their families, and their communities. An
analysis of the relationship between Black and Indigenous people reveals a complicated past, including a painful
history of some Native American communities enslaving Black people.
Phillips contends that the Indigenous presence we see at Black Lives Matter protests is here to stay. “The
protesters marching in Minneapolis who carried burning sage, [American Indian Movement] flags and hand drums
in a powerful demonstration of solidarity and support, the people mobilizing to provide resources, the jingle dress
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dancers who honored [George] Floyd the next week and the protectors who stand guard every night draw on
decades and centuries of Indigenous resistance against state violence aimed at their communities and their
neighbors.” she states. The state violence that Phillips references is intertwined in the histories of Black and
Indigenous people. With a violence so deeply grounded in racism and bigotry, collaboration may be the best way
to eliminate it.
Ciann Wilson, a Black assistant professor at Wilfrid Laurier University in Waterloo, remarks that the
oppression that Black and Indigenous people are fighting against is ultimately a result of white supremacy. Wilson
has served as the principal investigator for the Proclaiming Our Roots project, which works to explore the histories
of Black and Indigenous communities, especially in relation to Afro-Indigenous people. She notes that “[w]hen
Indigenous and Black people have gotten together throughout history in the North Americas, they have staged
some of the biggest threats to colonial rule.” Wilson describes how, for example, the Haitian revolution against
French colonial power and slavery can partly be attributed to the collaboration between Black, Indigenous, and
Afro-Indigenous people. The groups founded an alliance again to prevent further displacement of Indigenous
people during the Seminole Wars in 1800 Florida. Wilson gives testament to the power of coordinating the
movement in its rejection of white supremacy.
In the late 1960s, Indigenous activists and communities began the American Indian Movement (AIM)
Patrol, a group of Native Americans who maintain neighborhood safety and provide a buffer between Native
communities and police. AIM was founded in Minneapolis in response to police violence and has recentlygathered
at the protests to provide security and protect the people there. The idea was that “[w]ithout police, communities
can maintain their own safety with less brutality and more accountability.” AIM Patrols can monitor
neighborhoods themselves, intervening in situations with police that look like they may escalate. Their duties may
also include escorting people home, cooking breakfast for people experiencing housing insecurity, doing check-ins
on neighbors, and “sitting with those who might hurt themselves.” Tall Paul (Ojibwe and Oneida), a member of the
patrol, believes that a more localized approach to neighborhood safety can help reduce police violence. “If it’s a
mental health crisis, I feel like an armed cop shouldn’t be coming, because they’re gonna come with a warrior
mentality,” Paul stated. “Mental health workers could be called. If there’s an overdose, a medic could be called. It
shouldn’t just be ‘cops or nothing.’” But with few resources, “people don’t know who to call besides 911.”
Community policing can also have its own dangers in areas where racism and bigotry are most prevalent,
as an article in Mother Jones lays out. Trayvon Martin, a 17-year-old African American teen from Florida, was
shot and killed by a racist neighborhood watch volunteer who was empowered by his perceived authority. While
some neighborhoods have experienced success with neighborhood patrols, it is not a perfect solution. Reinforcing
communities with mental health and other welfare resources may alleviate some difficulties, but others contend
that “the social work institution has its own racist tendencies.” This discussion leads some people to believe that
the act of policing, itself, in addition to racism, is the core of the problem.
Hundreds of years of compounded violence and trauma against Black, Indigenous, and Afro-Indigenous
people has culminated in an immense loss of life. The current protests are just one way that Indigenous Peoples are
mobilizing to continue to challenge state-sanctioned violence and entrenched racism against Black people. “As we
continue to fight back in solidarity against colonization and white supremacist ideologies, we acknowledge the
need to confront the anti-Black racism that exists within our own communities, in our families, and within
ourselves,” states the Indigenous Environmental Network. “We pledge to embrace the ways in which our histories
and families have been forever linked by blood, struggle, and love. We pledge to do the challenging work to build
deeper solidarity. Our struggles are intertwined with each other.”
•••<::::>•••
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A NOTE ON COMMUNITY POLICING
Stephen M. Sachs,*
A lot of things are called community policing that really aren't, even though if undertaken properly in the
right circumstances they may be beneficial. Simply having a community watch or patrol is not community
policing, though it may be good to have or not depending on the details.
Real community policing is police teaming with the community and its various services in an inclusive
manner that includes all the people in the community in serving their legitimate interests. At its best, it should
focus on community problem solving, with everyone, and all organizations and services collaborating to solve
problems and act as necessary. Thus, for mental health problems, mental health workers should be called, with
police only as backup if needed. Where police come across a mental health case, they should call for mental health
workers to come and take charge.
Keys to community policing working well are to operate from the start with police partnering with (and to
the extent practical living in) the community; having officers oriented to and trained properly for problem solving
collaborative, inclusive, policing; Working to prevent threatening situations, and to the extent possible deescalating
threatening situations; Using only the level of force necessary in any situation, with the emphasis on solving
matters peacefully to the extent possible.
This requires demilitarizing policing, as part of reorienting police officers, and holding them responsible as
necessary. To the extent practical, officers, often with involved or witnessing civilians, should take part in post
incident team discussions (as the U.S. Army does) to learn from mistakes and improve performance and
communications.
Community policing requires an inclusive approach, and becomes more difficult in divided communities,
or communities with discriminated against members. However, if police are trained and oriented to be
peacemaking facilitators, they can do a great deal to ameliorate discrimination and community tensions.
What I am putting forth here is that policing needs to take place according to traditional Indigenous
principles, as applied to current situations. This is discussed in Stephen M. Sachs, "Red Lives Matter:
Transforming Policing by Indigenizing It," to be given in April 2021 Session of the Virtual Western Social Science
Association Meeting, American Indian Studies Section, and posted in the WSSA 2021 on-line proceedings. A copy
can also be provided as an E-mail attachment by the author: ssachs@earthlink.net.
·º–º–º–º–º·
CEMENTING DISPOSSESSION:
TERROR AND VIOLENCE OF THE BRAZILIAN NAVY AGAINST QUILOMBOLA PEOPLES
Edson Krenak Naknanuk*
Republished from Cultural Survival, December 9, 2020, https://www.culturalsurvival.org/news/cementingdispossession-terror-and-violence-brazilian-navy-against-quilombola-peoples.
Displacement and human rights violations have become a tool to punish the Quilombola Peoples’ identity
and reinforce structural racism and impoverishment. This article denounces the Brazilian State’s violations against
Quilombola Peoples, known in English as Maroon Peoples, which are part of a wider strategy for demographic
reengineering on Indigenous and Quilombola lands for attaining political and economic interests.
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During the past few months, I have followed the situation of many Indigenous and Quilombola
communities in Brazil with a particular interest in the issue of human rights and their territories and protection/
A case arose in which the Brazilian Navy undertook serious - unimaginable - and repeated violent actions
towards the Quilombola Peoples in the Brazilian State of Bahia. I contacted the community and spoke to their
leader, a brave and incredible woman whose words will reverberate throughout this text. I also spoke with one of
the lawyers and partners to understand the legal context.
What shocked me the most and left me speechless several times during our conversations were the stories
that Rose Meire dos Santos Silva told. She tells me how much she, her family, and her community have, in recent
years, suffered several acts of disrespect, racism, and physical and moral violence. She shared videos – used in
legal proceedings – that show Brazilian Navy soldiers beating her and her relatives while trying to enter their own
homeland. The word she repeatedly uses to describe these acts is “torture”; it has been “a torture that goes beyond
the physical, but that has psychological and social problems.”
When I told Rose Meire that I would write an article for Cultural Survival about their situation, she said
thankfully: “You know the military dictatorship [which ended in the country in 1988] is not over for us, so your
work is very important. We really need Cultural Survival’s support. We need support from all four corners of the
world. I lost my father, my two brothers, and friends of the community, and today they're trying to take everything
from us. I hope Cultural Survival is a door for us to share our story. Because I'm a Black woman, a Maroon,
fisherwoman, and a rural worker. I'm a woman who fights to give my people freedom. I'm a mother and a sister of
16 siblings. My struggles are so our children and grandchildren do not live the psychological and physical torture
of racism that we suffer today...We are a majority of women in the community who struggle to survive.”
Who are the Quilombola Peoples?
The Quilombolas are the descendants and remnants of communities formed by enslaved Black and
Indigenous Peoples who fled the cruelty of slavery and took refuge in the woods between the sixteenth century and
the year 1888, when slavery was abolished in Brazil. Known as “Maroons” in the English language, Quilombola
originates from the term kilombo, or quilombo, in the language of the Bantu people from the African and now
Portuguese-speaking country of Angola and means resting place site or home camp. Unfortunately, resting is what
they have not had since the Brazilian Navy became the neighbors and invaders of their lands. In Brazil,
Quilombola is the person who inhabits the quilombo.
Throughout Brazilian history, several quilombos have been recorded, some with a large number of
inhabitants. The Quilombo dos Palmares, for example, which was actually formed from a set of 10 quilombos near
each other, came to have an estimated population of 20,000 inhabitants in the seventeenth century. According to a
survey by the Palmares Cultural Foundation, there are 3,524 of these communities, but according to Quilombolas
themselves, the total number may reach 5,000. The Palmares Cultural Foundation is a public agency linked to the
federal government and, like The State Indian Foundation, FUNAI, for Indigenous Peoples, is responsible for the
protection of Quilombola cultural heritage.
Quilombo Rio dos Macacos: What is happening?
Rose Meire’s ancestors moved to the Rio dos Macacos, in the northeastern part of Brazil 200 years ago.
Currently, the community consists of about 87 families, with approximately 400 people. Since 1950, the Brazilian
Navy "began the process of invasion of the traditional territory belonging to the Quilombola community of Rio dos
Macacos for the construction of the Dam of the Macacos River, and then with the installation of the Naval Village
of Aratu, a residential condominium where military people live with their houses with swimming pools, and all
facilities in a comforting condominium," in Meire's words.
This situation, in which the Quilombolas never had a voice nor participation, generated various conflicts,
episodes of expulsions, damage to property, and physical and sexual violence. It is worsened by the lack of access
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to essential public services, such as health care systems, education, etc. When any assistance is needed, like an
ambulance to enter the territory, it is not allowed by the Navy officers, for the Military institution built a guarded
entrance to the land.
Rose Meire and others have sent me a series of reports of violence perpetrated over the years, such as shots
fired by a military man at a community member in 2012 and the assaults on her and the community`s members. In
one of those episodes, for instance, a video (see the image below) shows the Navy officers at the entrance to the
Naval Village taking Rose Meire out of the car by force in front of her children and relatives. The various acts of
threat, harassment, and even murders of other community`s members have been happening for years.
“They are killing us: torture, death and abandonment”
Rose Meire’s father suffered physical violence before undergoing a fatal heart attack in 1995. His death
came due to the ambulance’s inability to access his home, one example of the hardness with which the Brazilian
Navy has treated the community. Two of Rose’s brothers were also murdered in the region and the justice did not
proceed with the investigation, because it was the community accusing the Naval soldiers.
In addition, and after five decades of legal battles, having victories that lasted a short time, the justice
system seems not favorable and biased. Many times, decisions have been arbitrary; sometimes judges have taken
actions on Sundays or holidays when the community could not react promptly. These violations, although not
supported by the text of the law, were not punished, nor completely resolved or mitigated in the decisions of the
courts.
Legal Weapons
1988 – The Federal Constitution states the cultural recognition, rights to lands occupied by remnants of the
communities of the Quilombolas (art. 5, §3 of the CF/1988).
2002 – The National Congress through Legislative Decree No. 143 of June 20, 2002 ratifies Convention 169 of the
International Labor Organization – ILO and promulgated by the President of the Republic through Decree No.
5,051 of April 19, 2004. It creates legal protections for Indigenous and Quilombola Peoples.
2003 – The delimitation of the territory of the Quilombola community Rio dos Macacos is based on Article 11 of
decree 4.887/2003 and article 16 of Normative Instruction 57/2009.
2011 – The Public Prosecutor (MPF) conducts Civil Inquiry No. 1.14.000.000833/2011-91, which monitors the
situation of conflict experienced by the Quilombola Rio dos Macacos Community, which claimed, on several
occasions, to be the target of coercive actions (by the Naval institution) in the intention of expelling families living
there.
2012 – The MPF agency issued a recommendation to the Command of the 2nd Naval District of the Brazilian
Navy, aimed at inhibiting the practice of acts of physical and moral embarrassment against Quilombolas.
2012 – The conflict gained even more strength after the decision of the Federal Court in Bahia that ordered the
eviction of the area by the Quilombola community. The MPF appealed presenting instrument injury before the
Federal Regional Court of the First Region against the decision.
2014 – In August 2014, Official Report (RITD - INCRA) was published by State Agency in the Official Gazette
by, identifying 301.3695 hectares of Quilombola land, and regularizing an area of 104.8787.
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2017 – The Quilomba story with audiovisual evidences (used in the court) of the local conflicts was launched in
the documentary Quilombo Rio dos Macacos - The Film directed by Josias Pires).
2020 – On February 8, the Supreme Court decided to keep the presidential decree that regulated in 2003 that the
demarcation of the lands of Quilombola communities as constitutional.
2020 – Quilombola community Rio dos Macacos receives the land title - "It is not a simple document that we will
sign, it is our letter of Manumission" (Rose Meire).
2020 – The Brazilian Navy undermines the Court Decision by impeaching Quilombola people to access the water.
2020 – Quilombo Rio dos Macacos appeal against repossession of the dam by the Navy.
2020 – The Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR) adopts Resolution 42/2020, by which it
granted precautionary measures to members of the Remnant Community of Quilombo Rio dos Macacos. The
applicants alleged that the beneficiaries are at risk due to threats, harassment, and acts of violence perpetrated
against them in the context of their dispute for recognition of their territory, and in view of the potential collapse of
the dam in Rio dos Macacos, close to the territory. The State must protect them from threats and acts of harassment
and violence committed by both state officers and third parties, pursuant to international law of human rights;
consult and agree upon the measures to be adopted with the beneficiaries and their representatives; and report on
the measures adopted in order to investigate the facts that led to the adoption of this precautionary measure and
thus avoid its reoccurrence.
Rio dos Macacos: A Failure of Justice
“The only thing we want is access to water”
In July of 2020, the remaining Quilombola community of Rio dos Macacos received the title to its lands, as
shown in the Legal Weapons section, on the border between the municipalities of Salvador and Simões Filho, in
the state of Bahia. Yet, the victory, following decades of struggles, came with a bitter taste. The Brazilian Navy
has always tried to expel the Maroons from their territory, and when it has not succeeded, it has used its political
influence to interfere in court decisions. In mid-October 2020, at the Seventh Federal Court in the state of Bahia, a
judge on duty on Sunday accepted a request from the Navy to prohibit the Maroons from accessing the waters and
the dam that exist on the Quilombola land and whose use was shared until then. This order of repossession in favor
of the Navy levies a fine of 1,000 reais ($250 USD) per person per day who is caught using the dam area and the
water of the river. Without this access, the Quilombola are prevented from having potable water, a place for
traditional fishing, resources for their families’ gardening, or even places for carrying out religious services, among
other losses. Thus, even though the final decision of the Brazilian justice consolidated the right of the Quilombolas
to the land where they have lived for more than 200 years, the privileges of ruling the territory and controlling the
water supply stayed with the Navy. The Quilombolas lost access to essential resources for life and traditional
forms of economy, social life, and religion, because the verdict divided the land of the Quilombolas. The legal
battle therefore resumes for access to water.
Rose Meire told me that after that trial, "the women of the community were surprised by the truculent
actions of Marines and other agents of the Brazilian Navy, who prevented fishing and placed a plaque in the
territory, near the river, prohibiting the use of water by the community. The military has been prowling our homes
at night, staring at our doors with guns in hand, frightening us and causing terror in the community. Also we are
not allowed to renovate and build our houses. They threaten us.”
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The AATR, an advocacy organization that supports peasants and defends the Quilombola in court, points
out that this "partial entitlement opens the gap for the Brazilian Navy to violate even more fundamental rights and
block access to water. Although it has been titled to the Navy, the dam and water reservoir are inside Quilombola
territory.
The map above shows how the military facility built a guarded wall preventing the community from
accessing the river. Proof of Quilombo residents’ historical use of the waters of the dam is documented in the
Technical Identification and Delimitation Report (RTID)" produced by the National Institute for Colonization and
Agrarian Reform (INCRA), which is a federal government authority of the public administration of Brazil.
Although the territory identified in the RTID has a total area of more than 300 hectares, INCRA has
granted title for only 1/3 of the area - that is, only 98 hectares - to the community. These 98 hectares are entirely
without water sources or any water system for the community, for even state agencies cannot install or provide
such infrastructure on that land due to an arrangement imposed by the Navy. This is an obvious strategy to make
life in the community unviable since the main source for life conditions is the river. The Brazilian Navy acts, as do
many other state agencies and branches of government, to implement a violent dispossession of lands and rights
with human rights violations and terror.
What makes the situation worse is that this all is happening during the delicate moment that traditional
communities face amidst the global pandemic of COVID-19. As Cultural Survival has reported previously, the
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traditional communities in Brazil are overlooked and abandoned by the Bolsonaro’s governments, changes, and
new public policies.
Structural Racism
Emicida, a Black singer who supports the community, stated in the documentary “Rio dos Macacos” that
“poverty, violence, and lack of rights have the same color: Black.” The lack of public policies, the inadequate State
measures to protect Indigenous and Black Peoples, the slow and weak justice for them, and the multi-dimensional
violence against them characterizes what has been called structural racism in Brazil.
The necessary reparations for those victims of the enslavement and devastation of colonialism not only
require economic and territorial protections but also entail the eradication of persistent structures of racial
inequality and awareness of a systemic and wide racism and discrimination by State institutions.
The UN Special Rapporteur on Contemporary Forms of Racism, Racial Discrimination, Xenophobia, and
Related Forms of Intolerance, Dr. Tendayi Achiume, affirms: "Although the Government of Brazil has tried to
address the theme of structural racism against Brazilians of African origin, the persistent and irremediable effects
of enslavement and colonization continue to permeate Brazilian society. [...] Afrodescendant Brazilians face racial
discrimination and institutional exclusion, and remain in the last place on the socioeconomic scale. Compared to
Brazilians of European descent, those of African descent support poorer social and economic conditions, including
lower average admission, lower life expectancy, inadequate education and housing, higher unemployment rates
and greater food insecurity. Moreover, as a result of ingrained and state-sponsored discrimination, it continues to
criminalize and subject Brazilians of Afrodescent to prison and brutal violence disproportionately, which includes
extrajudicial
executions.
The State knows the importance of maintaining dialogue with the traditional communities, in the terms established
in ILO Convention 169, and has conducted various meetings; however, the decisions were not taken seriously. As
far as the expectations, needs, and rights of Quilombolas and Indigenous Peoples are concerned, the way the
government has conducted the protocols is inadequate.
Quilombolas and Indigenous Peoples
There is a historical proximity between Quilombola and Indigenous Peoples with regard to the impacts of
colonialism and the way the State reproduces and maintains an unfair social system against these peoples. The two
groups live simply and integrated with nature, taking most of their livelihood from the land. However, with the
advance of urbanization, the impersonal policies of the State that ignore the context and culture of the populations
themselves, and agribusiness and unsustainable extractivism, the way of life of these communities and their
preservation are in danger.
Rose Meire and Dona Olinda, another local leader of the Rio dos Macacos quilombo, hope that the
international community can help them to pressure the Brazilian government and Marinha do Brasil, the Brazilian
Navy, to guarantee their rights and access to water.
Like Indigenous communities, Quilombolas need support, first to give visibility to their causes, struggles,
and the innumerable acts of violence they suffer, and finally to enjoy the justice and peace they deserve after
historical violence.
*Edson Krenak Naknanuk is an Indigenous activist and writer in Brazil and a Cultural Survival
consultant. Currently, he is a Ph.D. candidate in Social and Cultural Anthropology with studies in Legal
Anthropology at Vienna University, Austria. He is also a teacher. He loves interacting with children and youth and
preparing them for a better world.
Special thanks to “Duda”, a former AATR lawyer and new good friend, and especially to Rose Meire dos Santos
do Quilombo Rio dos Macacos for the inspiring conversations and for trusting Cultural Survival with her story.
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INTERCULTURAL HEALTH:
CHILE’S PATH TOWARDS RECOGNIZING INDIGENOUS HEALTH SOVEREIGNTY
Cultural Survival Interview with Calfin Lafkenche
Republished from Cultural Survival, July 9, 2020, https://www.culturalsurvival.org/news/intercultural-healthchiles-path-towards-recognizing-indigenous-health-sovereignty.
Calfin Lafkenche (Mapuche) works locally, nationally, and internationally to assert Indigenous human rights. He
is a part of Desarrollo Intercultural Chile, serves as the Latin America coordinator of Alianza MILPA and is the
coordinator for the Indigenous Minga, a collective of Indigenous leaders across Latin America. In this interview,
Lafkenche reflects on the past, present, and future of Indigenous and state healthcare collaborations in Chile. As
the covid-19 pandemic threatens Indigenous communities across Latin America, Lafkenche highlights recent
victories and outlines urgent next steps. Cultural Survival’s Bia’ni Madsa’ Juárez López recently spoke with
Lafkenche.
Cultural Survival: What does the health system for Indigenous Peoples look like in Chile?
Calfin Lafkenche: Chile recognizes access to health as a universal right, while recognizing the cultural
identity and the spiritual beliefs of a person as well. Working collaboratively, grassroots organizations and
government health institutions have launched a program that allows Indigenous patients—and, over time, nonIndigenous patients as well—to access Traditional Indigenous health systems.
At the beginning it was difficult for Traditional communities to accept a health program with a public role
and with government participation in decision making. At first, the program’s focus was on primary services and
family care centers—the first line in medical care. In these primary care centers, people could be either treated
with intercultural health or they could get transportation to the homes of medicine men or women. This care
system was so successful that western doctors began to pursue training from these intercultural health providers.
Patients would have a western medical file and a Traditional Indigenous medicine file, with access to both
specialists. Western physicians could bring in Traditional Indigenous medicine as complementary care and
Indigenous health providers could refer their patients to Western physicians. Because of this successful integration,
two Indigenous hospitals were launched: two in Mapuche in the south and two more that are being built. All
Indigenous people in Chile know that—by law—they have their own health program and care centers in the
region. Large numbers of patients use this intercultural health system and the number of non-Indigenous users is
higher than Indigenous users.
Intercultural health professionals are the bridge. Their leadership and their knowledge are very important to
the success of this program. The state has facilitated intercultural health learning for professionals on both sides.
Teams of western health officials are trained in Indigenous health practices. They do internships in Indigenous
villages. People from Indigenous communities can access internships in hospitals or universities. Scholarships
have been publicly accessible, allowing western health and Traditional health practitioners to improve their
knowledge, know each other, and recognize each other in the work they do to generate these bridges.
At first, the biggest challenge we had to overcome was ignorance. My mother was a medicine woman.
Relatives would request that she visit patients in the cities, especially those who were terminally ill. When she
entered hospitals, she could not bring Traditional elements like drums, water, or smoke to make sahumo.
Normally, patients who are dying must be smudged in order to clear their way for passage to the other world. They
could not do without it.
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This ignorance has changed over time. Indigenous hospitals now have a structure that permits all types of
medicine to be used. Western doctors provide complementary care, but there are also Traditional doctors with
access to all of their equipment, which you can see in the corridors. It took fifteen years of work, but now all of
these elements are budgeted for in the intercultural health system. The budget is very difficult to balance, but it
succeeds because of the participation of Indigenous people. The resources are never sufficient, but it lays a
foundation so that the political and spiritual will of the peoples can come together to create strength and build an
alliance that will achieve this goal.
CS: When is Traditional medicine used, and when is Western medicine used? When and how do
they work together?
CL: In the Chilean experience, the recognition of Indigenous Peoples began with the return of democracy
after decades of dictatorship. This starting point gave rise to work in intercultural education, intercultural health,
access to housing, supporting Indigenous businesses, and so on. Each group was working with institutions to create
public policies that supported the rights of Indigenous people to develop while respecting cultural practices.
At the same time, Indigenous people did not go to hospitals, and they did not go to Western primary health
centers. They would seek the advice of Traditional doctors—the machi—who know about medicine and plants.
Then people came to the communities with diseases that the local Traditional doctors did not know, specifically
sexually transmitted diseases that were new to the population. This was what prompted that first need to consult
with Western care centers, to ask “What happened? What is this?” From there, Traditional doctors were taught to
identify these diseases. They could be the ones to talk to their patients because, you know, Traditional doctors are
the ones who understand and have seen the patients’ medical histories from birth. So, they are usually the most
trustworthy people. They have the respect of young people, who can ask them everything. Birth control, for
example, is provided by Traditional doctors using plants that prevent the conception of children. So when
Traditional doctors recognized the symptoms of a sexually transmitted infection, they could give their patient a red
card and a yellow card. The red one was for a blood test and the yellow one was for a urine test. With that, each
patient didn’t have to say any more at the primary care centers. The hospitalists understood that they came from
Indigenous communities, and that they needed a blood or urine test for some kind of sexually transmitted
infection.
From there, the need to include Traditional doctors began to be recognized. It was understood that they
either had the right to participate in public health care systems, or that the public system needed to strengthen their
care systems. From there, a competitive government fund was generated for Traditional doctors to improve their
care centers. They could use the fund to build ceremonial houses or care homes. They could also buy supplies such
as stretchers, chairs or—in our case, in my community—through philanthropy, we were able to create a hospital
space. Some Traditional medical providers still think that the state should not participate in Traditional medical
care: that there are bad groups working within the state programs. They will not work with complementary
medicine and will not work hand-in-hand with the state. But today the demand is so high that both groups continue
to have many patients in need of care.
Childbirth is another example. Chile and Argentina respect Peoples’ right to decide how they wish to give
birth. Hospitals and care centers accept that midwives can enter delivery rooms and go with the children when they
are born. And they recognize the rights of the women and their families to request their placentas. The placenta
plays a very important role in the divine relationship between a man—or a woman—and nature. When the
hospitals kept and incinerated the placenta, what they were doing was destroying the children’s spiritual
relationship to the earth. Traditionally, the placenta is buried in a private family space where the spirit of the living
being, of the human, can live. Usually this site is part of a sacred space, called a menoko, where Indigenous
medicine grows and is managed over time. Nowadays, both Indigenous and non-Indigenous people can write a
letter, requesting that the government deliver the placenta after delivery. And the day can end with burying the
placenta, generating that connection between the earth and the human being.
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And another example is mental health. Like therapy, forms of food or music such as Indigenous
instruments, Indigenous dance, prayers, or the interaction with fire, with musicians, or things like traditional songs,
the use of the drums, and fire, and clothes... all these aid in the healing process and in caring for mental health
patients in anguish, in depression, through all types of loss. All of these can be included in therapy for Indigenous
people. To me, it seems that this is another kind of preventative medicine.
CS: What does the future of Indigenous health look like in your community? What must happen to
optimize it both from the state side but also from the community itself?
CL: What we always lack from the state are resources. There are never enough resources. It’s not only vital
to strengthen our intercultural health systems, western medicine is also needed. It is indisputable that primary
health care centers need the necessary supplies to provide good care. For example, there are ambulances which
travel through the communities, allowing grandparents to be cared for in both the national system and the herria
system in cases like, for example, diabetic patients. And this is an achievement. But some territories still lack
access because there are no good roads. We need a push for accessible community health care, good roads, access
to technology, and communication networks to reach places without telephones, for example, in case of a public
emergency. These are the places where there is the greatest mortality risk for those patients who fail to reach the
primary health care system.
We need to improve the capacity of Traditional medicine providers, improve access to these spaces for
members of the communities, improve the clinics, our hospitals, care centers, and Traditional care centers. We
need to strengthen public policy that recognizes Indigenous Peoples’ rights to full and effective health access, to a
clear and effective and precise diagnosis by their own Indigenous medical providers. And that has to be
accomplished at a resource level. A health policy cannot be implemented without resources.
Indigenous Peoples also have to make a commitment to recognize their medicine as a material and
immaterial cultural heritage, and to safeguard the sacred spaces where medicine is and Traditional practices
happen. The state has the obligation to recognize these spaces of cultural and spiritual significance. Many are
within national parks, where institutional policies limit access for Traditional doctors. These policies need to be
rethought so that traditional leaders can enter at any time, because prayers and spiritual practices must be done at
certain moments, medicines collected as specific times. And these times don’t always match the hours of access set
by national parks, for example.
The state needs to make a very significant step to recognize Traditional spaces where Indigenous people
can strengthen their Traditional medicine. For example, the arrival of the clean energy program including
hydroelectric power greatly affects Indigenous territories. As does the highway, with the government’s plans to
improve the roads and make new ones for the forestry companies. These same forestry companies’ pine tree
plantations are drying up all the water and the Traditional land where medicine grows is dying. Indigenous
communities need access, for example, to international spaces like the business or human rights forum, where
everything related to the ways in which these companies must respect the rights of local communities is debated.
Indigenous people must reach these spaces so that they can carry a voice from their communities, insisting that
their understanding of protecting their territories is considered as a requirement within these policies and practices
that governments and companies are creating.
CS: Could you also tell us a bit about the current state of Indigenous Peoples in Chile in the context
of COVID-19?
CL: We, as Indigenous Minga, are constantly meeting with leaders from Mexico, Panama, Guatemala,
Colombia, Venezuela, Ecuador, Peru, Chile, Bolivia, Argentina, and we have first a very worrying vision of what
is going to happen. Our community is going to be greatly affected, and what we are asking from the world of
politics is that public health authorities generate special assistance programs. Our community does not have access
to masks. Our community does not have access to ventilators. Our community does not have access to our
minimum needs. Nowadays, community members are forced to go into towns for basic necessities, at minimum
foods like rice, salt, oil, and flour, which are necessary staples to complement Peoples’ traditional meals. It is
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difficult for the towns to keep them safe and the daily cultural activities of communal life make communities very
susceptible to transmission. So when one person gets infected, the rest of our community will be infected too. So,
we implemented a mandatory quarantine and closed access to our communities. In Mexico, municipalities are
closed. The island of Guna Yala is closed, they stopped accepting tourists a long time ago. In Panama, in Ecuador,
it is the same. The governments have not declared a quarantine in these territories but the Peoples, seeing the
emergency, are already implementing it. We are working with the communities to provide assistance for older
adults who do not have support, who mainly need food staples. We have begun to work with the communities to
manage emergency funds, especially for the elderly who live alone and in extreme poverty. We have boxes which,
for 30 dollars, provide everything necessary to make food. So now, with philanthropic support, we are managing to
generate resources for our communities and raise enough funds to provide basic food for at least the three, four, or
five months this pandemic will last. We also started to donate cloth, so that the communities can manufacture
masks to prevent contagion when the disease arrives.
Indigenous Peoples are going to be seriously affected because the majority of Indigenous workers are
waiters, they are cooks, they are workers. Companies are going bankrupt, closing, laying off workers. No company
is sustainable when going three months without generating income. The workers, mainly Indigenous, will be left
without jobs. Then they will return, unable to pay their rent in the cities. They will return to the communities. And
that is the main fear we have.
In three or four months we are going to finish the food that we have stockpiled in the communities. Then, it
will be urgent that the government develop a food assistance program for our people. And if the pandemic virus
reaches the communities, we will have a large number of fatalities, especially in older adults. It will be because the
primary care center is not prepared, we do not have the ambulance capacity within the communities, and the
communities do not have vehicles to drive emergency patients to the cities. We have already made calls through
international channels. We have a few donations: a mechanical respirator, an artificial respirator. So the ambulance
can transport critically ill patients for two hour trips, and the primary care centers can have artificial respiration
equipment. We do not know if this will be sufficient but we are working to respond to the urgent needs of the
communities.
Many people are concerned about the global pandemic situation, but they are not concerned about
protecting the cultural identity of Indigenous Peoples. We have to do that work. We have an intercultural
understanding of the communities’ situations. We need to reach public health systems, and tell them that we need
treatment in a certain way, a special program of care. And we are working on that. But it has been very difficult.
This pandemic will cause a worldwide shift in how we think about global development up until now. We
will not be the same in September, November, when this ends. The world will be another. On that day, traditional
crops, traditional medicine, medicine through food will be of great value. This knowledge must begin to be
cultivated in non-Indigenous society as well: an understanding of the importance of Traditional community
knowledge of crops, the protection of biodiverse spaces, and the importance of water. How we are all going to
work in the future.
<°°*°°>
DESTRUCTION OF JUUKAN CAVE A LOSS TO HUMANITY
Sam Ben-Meir,* September 21, 2020
The Anglo-Australian multinational company Rio Tinto – the largest iron ore mining company in the world
– demolished two 46,000-year-old Aboriginal rock shelters in May. What is particularly disturbing about this event
is that Rio Tinto was apparently acting entirely within the law, which is to say that this kind of tragic and wanton
destruction will continue to happen unless stricter regulations are enacted. The sites were located on the ancestral
lands of the Puutu Kunti Kurrama and Pinikura, or PKKP, people in the Pilbara region of Western Australia.
Anthropological studies commissioned by Rio Tinto itself confirmed that the caves were of "the highest
359

archaeological significance," containing an "enormous museum of information about [the PKKP people's]
ancestors' work and lives."
The conflict between industry and heritage that we are witnessing today is of course not a new
phenomenon. Indeed, in Australia, it has been a persistent problem since at least the early 1960s when the mining
and extraction of iron ore in the Pilbara region began. But the struggle can and should be seen also within the
larger context of the marginalization, subjugation and decimation of the Aboriginal peoples that has been the story
of their ongoing plight since 1788 when British settlers began colonizing the Australian mainland. Not until 1965
did most Aboriginal Australians enjoy full citizenship or voting rights; and it would take six more years before
they were included on the national census. Australia’s indigenous people constitute only two percent of the
population and yet are 28 percent of Australia’s prisoner demographic.
The unrelenting destruction of indigenous heritage sites is entirely consistent with the same ideology that
has driven Australia’s aggressive campaign of deforestation. Both are expressions of one and the same policy of
uncompromising colonization. Over the last 200 years Australia has lost 25 percent of its rainforest, 45 percent of
open forest, and 32 percent of woodland forest. In fact, among developed countries Australia has one of the highest
rates of deforestation, which has led to the annihilation of much of its native wildlife. Twenty percent of
Australia’s mammals, 7 percent of its reptiles, and 13 percent of its birds are listed as extinct, endangered or
vulnerable. According to wilderness.org.au, 1,000 plant and animal species are presently at risk of extinction.
The obliteration of the Juukan Gorge caves certainly represents a devastating loss to the PKKP – but it is a
tragic loss for the world as well. These rock shelters fostered our understanding the human beginnings of art,
religion and culture, indeed the dawn of humanity’s self-awareness – yet, as anthropologist Marcia Langton
observed, “their significance for further understanding of deep human history is a matter that was willfully ignored
by Rio Tinto.” What consequences did Rio Tinto suffer for its recklessness? Several of its executives will lose their
bonuses, totaling roughly $6.7 million (USD 4.9 million) – a mere slap on the wrist which in the absence of
legislation will do nothing to protect the few similar sites that remain.
Dr Lawrence Owens, an archaeologist and anthropologist from the University of London, told Mining
Technology, “There is no other way of putting this – the destruction of Juukan Gorge cave was a travesty and a
disgrace.” He added, “It is difficult to fully express the magnitude of what this site was, what it meant, and how its
destruction has impacted upon us all.” The caves that Rio Tinto blasted have been understandably compared to
Stonehenge which is some 5,000 years old – yet the comparison does not really do justice to what we lost, given
that this site was nearly ten times older than that. Moreover, unlike Stonehenge which belongs entirely to a bygone
era, these caves have been continually occupied by the same peoples, generation after generation, over these tens
of thousands of years. They were a kind of “encyclopedia of the Aboriginal people.”
One of the most precious and astounding discoveries in the cave was a 4,000-year-old length of plaited
human hair, woven together from strands from the heads of several different people. This remarkable find
established through DNA testing a direct link to the Puutu Kunti Kurrama and Pinikura traditional owners living
today.
Rio Tinto received permission to conduct the blasts in 2013 under Section 18 of the WA Aboriginal
Heritage Act. It is an offence under Section 17 of the Aboriginal Heritage Act (AHA) of 1972 to excavate, destroy,
damage, conceal or in any way alter an Aboriginal site. However, under Section 18 landowners may apply for
consent to breach the restrictions established under Section 17. Accordingly, Rio Tinto was not operating illegally
or flouting the law.
David Ritter, former principal legal officer for the Yamatji Land and Sea Council, observed that, “It is a
myth, expressed by the objects of the Aboriginal Heritage Act that the main purpose of the legislation is to protect
Aboriginal heritage. It may be more accurate to describe the AHA as an act to regularize the obliteration of
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Aboriginal heritage... It is legislation by the non-Indigenous community for the non-Indigenous community that
creates a superficial veneer of protection for Indigenous interests. The result is that the colonizing power can
continue to do with Aboriginal places and materials exactly as it wants.”
We know that this desecration could have been avoided altogether because during a federal parliamentary
inquiry, Rio Tinto’s CEO, Jean-Sebastien Jacques stated that there were four options to expand the iron ore mine
in the area. Three of the options would have avoided the rock shelters, but the mining company chose the more
destructive alternative as it allowed them to extract $135 million (USD 97 million) worth of iron ore, a profit that
exceeded the other choices. They opted for the route that allowed the company to mine “8 million tonnes of
higher-grade iron ore," according to Mr. Jacques.
It has long been recognized that Australian laws do not adequately protect Aboriginal heritage sites. The
Dampier Archipelago of Western Australia is home to thousands of Aboriginal pictographs, and perhaps the oldest
surviving rock art in the world. Indeed, Australia’s Indigenous art represents the longest uninterrupted tradition of
art in the world – going back over 50,000 years – with examples having been found that depict long-extinct
megafauna; including the Thyalacine (Tasmanian tiger) and Fat-tailed Kangaroo. Representations of the nowextinct marsupial lion have also been found in the Kimberley region of Western Australia.
The extraordinary rock art of the Dampier Archipelago easily constitutes the largest and most diverse
gallery of petroglyphs in the world. Recent archeological research confirms that the Dampier Archipelago and
Burrup Peninsula (formerly known as Dampier Island) contains the largest concentration of ancient rock art in the
world. However, the rock art of the Burrup Peninsula has been physically destroyed by construction and eroded by
industrial emissions, continually “under threat due to high concentrations of acidic and nitrate-rich pollution from
nearby industrial complexes,” according to a 2017 report published by the Journal of Archeological Science.
What we know is that the cultural and scientific significance of the rock art is comparable to ‘such worldrenowned prehistoric art galleries as the caves of Lascaux in the Dordogne, and Altamira in northern Spain’. The
tragedy is that we are losing the cultural riches of these region before we have had a chance to truly understand
their significance – for, as a 2006 report prepared for the National Trust of Australia (WA) states, “numerous
petroglyphs and other archaeological features have been destroyed and a significant portion of the extraordinary
heritage of the Dampier Archipelago has been irretrievably compromised without any clear understanding of what
has been lost.”
Aboriginal people represent the oldest continuous culture in the world – adequate protection of that culture
will be encouraged when we respect and appreciate the wisdom of the Aboriginal people and their genius for
‘living with and fostering their environment.’ We may, for example, view Aboriginal rock art as disrupting the
dualistic, Cartesian view of landscape, offering instead an embodied approach which recognizes that we “do not
live in an environment. Such a position immediately posits our separation. Rather we have an environment and we
are part of it and it is part of us… We are… immersed.” In Animism: Respecting the Living World (2005),
Graham Harvey observes that, “[W]e have far too many experiences of the aliveness of the world and the
importance of a diversity of life to fall in step completely with Cartesian modernity.” We need to broaden the
interpretative lens with which we view Aboriginal rock art and see that in fact it represents an important challenge,
and possibly a corrective to an overly dualistic ontology, which pits nature versus culture, mind versus body and
human versus non-human.
*Sam Ben-Meir is a professor of philosophy and world religions at Mercy College in New York City. He may be
contacted at: sam@alonben-meir.com, www.alonben-meir.com.
>>>>*<<<<

361

SITES OF POWER DIFFERENTIALS IN KASHMIR: SELF-DETERMINATION AS ANTI-COLONIAL
RESISTANCE UNDER UN-/POLIC/E/Y-ED GENOCIDAL COLONIAL SOCIAL ORDER
Binish Ahmed*
Republished with author's permission from HIMALAYA Journal 40(1), 2020. Posted on November 15, 2020.
Introduction
This photo essay consists of a sample of photographs I took, highlighting dimensions of life in Indian
occupied Kashmir — a war zone where an anti-colonial resistance movement for self-determination by an
Indigenous people (Ahmed 2016, Ahmed 2018a, Ahmed 2018b, Ahmed 2019b) is being violently repressed by an
occupying, genocidal colonial Indian regime. Kashmiris are an Indigenous nation (Ahmed 2019) who have had
much written about them from a deficit and ‘damage-centric’ (Tuck 2009) analytical lens, by insiders and
outsiders. Rarely do we see the Kashmiri self-determination movement properly placed in its rightful place of an
Indigenous anti-colonial resistance struggle, rooted in this native populations’ sovereign relation with their
ancestral lands. Even though India is a signatory to the United Nations Declarations for the Rights of Indigenous
Peoples (UNDRIP), it does not internally recognize Kashmiris or others who the Indian state defines as ‘tribal’ and
‘backward’ in its legal framework as Indigenous peoples, who have sovereignty and inherent rights to their
ancestral lands. While Indian legal definitions have yet to catch up, ratify, and comply with UNDRIP, in India
Indigenous peoples are targets of state sanctioned violence intended to annihilate and forcibly remove them from
their ancestral lands for capitalist, extractive, settler colonial ‘corporate economic development’ interests of
dispossession and displacement (Ahmed 2016, Ahmed 2019b). Whereas the popular narratives and representations
about Kashmiris is that they are powerless people, what I offer instead in this essay is a complex visual and
analytical look at power and control in contemporary Kashmir. In this photo essay, I employ a qualitative
Indigenous Anishnaabe symbol-based reflection method (Lavallée 2009), similar to a photo voice approach, where
I display a series of frames of photographs I took in September 2018 in Kashmir to present critical knowledges
about community issues that involve how public spaces, places, and gazes intersect to construct as well as produce
distinct dimensions of genocidal colonial social order and control in a militarized Indigenous peoples homeland.
What is implicit in this reflection essay is that the restrictions and permissions that produce the social order are a
result of formal and informal policy regulations in place. When I employ the term ‘policy regulations’ that exercise
power, I am referring to three types of social order policy practices: those policy practices that stem from the
state’s administration and control of space as well as people; those policy practices that stem from self-determining
community as subaltern practices, transcending the state, embodied in people as a collective; and last but not least,
those practices which once again transcend the state, and are rooted in a type of individual power, located in
human and non-human lives/bodies. What I offer in this essay are complex representations of power in Kashmir as
a war zone, where an Indigenous nation asserts nuanced modalities of self-determination as anti-colonial resistance
via public spaces, places, and gazes, in spite of the violent repression by the genocidal settler colonial Indian state.
The captions of the photographs should be read as a critical, questioning/inquiring, analytical, ethnographic, poetic
voice of a Kashmiri woman.
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Barbed Gateway

1. Barbed Gateway: Policing (restricting and permitting) access to social spaces is one-way social mobility in
Indian occupied Kashmir is regulated as a war zone. Here you see that a heavy metal door with barbed wires has
been placed by the state to restrict access to a Buddhist monastery ruins (from approximately A.D. 78), on a
mountain top in Kashmir. Looking beyond the barbed wires and gate, you see a glimpse of the Kashmir valley
from this mountain top.
This gate symbolically reflects the militarized regulation of this Himalayan mountain valley range, where human
mobility is controlled by militarized state’s determination of what and/or who deserves safety, as well as security.
It is evident that the restrictions in place at these ancient monastery ruins is in part to regulate access to space,
thereby securitizing space, and restricting/regulating undesired human activity, such as preventing the Bakarwal
population of Kashmir from using it for grazing and rearing their sheep and mountain goat herds.
The militarized securitization of Kashmiri land by the genocidal occupying, colonizing Indian state has been
presented by the colonizer as its inherent ‘security’ need, namely, control of the border and the Kashmiri
population. However, the human subjects constructed to be ‘Indian citizens’, the Kashmiri people, are regular
targets of violence by Indian military forces without civil court or judicial oversight. Kashmiris live under
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normalized insecurities due to a violent militarized colonial state social order, where war measure laws such as the
Jammu and Kashmir Public Safety Act 1978 (PSA), the 1990 Armed Forces (Jammu and Kashmir) Special Powers
Act, and the Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act (UAPA) serve to protect colonizing Indian military /
paramilitary personnel domestically within India from committing what are war-crimes under international law. It
is evident that ‘securing’ land is valued by the colonizing Indian regime, while Kashmiri lives are to be
annihilated.
What the militarized state cannot regulate is the movement of Kashmiri birds and other species. They defy borders,
defy imposed limits on their freedoms. Kashmiri ‘insurgents’, ‘rebels’, non-human lives do not demand freedom,
they are free, because they act free. This is the spirit of Kashmiri self-determination; it is beyond the containment
capability of a colonizing power.
Watching, Witnessing

2. Watching, Witnessing: What you see here is a Kashmiri girl looking at Dal Lake from a car window.
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By bearing witness, acknowledging, and documenting the facts of their living conditions, and by articulating the
former to themselves and others, many Kashmiris engage in powerful acts of self-determination; they do this in
spite of being expected by the domineering state to look from selective, permitted frames, or otherwise remain
indifferent and sub-servient.
Looking beyond the barbed wires, barbed gateways, beyond limits of window frames, externally imposed
narratives, dominant discourses and representations about themselves and their homeland, Kashmiris notice their
suffering, and their strength.
Kashmiris voicing what they witness, what they want for themselves, their territories is form of self-determination.
The colonial state routinely seeks to silence and repress these self-determining Kashmiri voices. When silencing
does not work, they target and threaten to eliminate those doing the observing and speaking (UNHCHR 2018,
UNHCHR 2019, Ahmed 2019a). While non-Kashmiri experts receive awards for their paternalistic or saviouroriented gaze on Kashmir, vast majority of Kashmiris bear witness and speak without receiving awards and speak
truth to power, as powerful people, anyway. Like this girl, the sun shines on generations of Kashmiri children
growing up in war to become adults, and continue to bear witness to see themselves in all their complexity,
articulating visions of self-determination as their inherent human right as an Indigenous people.
In spite of the corporate colonial statist media narratives dehumanizing Kashmiris, their religious identity as
Muslims, falsely portraying Kashmiris Muslims as a delinquent group of people, Kashmiri Muslim women as
helpless, or that India has won the war to retain Kashmir as part of its national imagination, is rejected by
Kashmiris I know. This critical consciousness of a Kashmiri self that rejects colonizing narratives and
representations, and asserts speaking from a place of a lived reality, lived story, lived truths, is another modality of
self-determination.
No Gun-Free Zone
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3. No Gun-Free Zone: There is no gun free zone in Kashmir. In public spaces, Kashmiris are watched with heavily
armed Indian regime’s armed men with loaded weapons. Who were these weapons purchased from? Who profited
from arming these men with guns?
Kashmiris are routinely surveilled, and their autonomy is restricted in numerous ways. Their physical movement,
online activities, and their phone usage data is tracked. After Aug 5, 2019, this autonomy was further obliterated
with the dissolving of Article 370 and Section 35A of the Indian constitution, despite Kashmiri people’s decades of
opposition and anti-colonial resistance to the proposed changes. In addition to routine restriction that hamper
autonomy, land and membership rights to Kashmir have been obliterated by the colonial Indian regime by
implementation of the 2020 Domicile Law, and subsequently putting Kashmiri land for sale for Indian broadly.
This is intended to genocidally alter the demography of Kashmiris on their territory and expedite capitalist
extraction.
Here, you see the ordinariness of the natives driving, walking, while witnessing themselves being watched by the
military and police. While a Kashmiri man watches his phone screen, Kashmiris are being watched and ‘polic-yed’ digitally and in person by colonizers fear and censorship enforcement bodies holding loaded guns.
Under the colonial occupation in Kashmir, internet and/or mobile phone internet shutdowns are routinely placed as
a blanket policy across the valley, and in select/targeted areas determined to have elements of insecurity
(‘disturbed areas’ by individuals) and therefore requiring greater state sanctioned disconnection among the
Kashmiri population. Both the physical and spatial curfews, and online restrictions block the ability of the
Kashmiri people to engage in social and economic activities – such as engaging with businesses, community,
family, health and wellness, or education. Some Kashmiris assert self-determination by using VPNs to mask their
IP address on the internet, engaging in covert ways to share content and information that the occupying colonial
Indian regime does not want them to share with each other, or the world.
Ruling through Fear – Rationalized Panoptic Police Surveillance and Intimidation
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4. Ruling through Fear – Rationalized Panoptic Police Surveillance and Intimidation: In both large scale spaces
and small corners occupied by the military, in the city centres or on the outskirts, it is written in white paint with
red backdrop on walls across Kashmir, and it reads: “MILITARY AREA / YOU ARE BEING WATCHED /
ARMED RESPONSE TO TRESPASSING”. Or in Urdu “Fougi ilaka, Aap ke upar nazar hai, bina ijazat ghusnay
par fire hoga,” which ought to be understood as, ‘This is the Indian ‘military territory / we are surveilling you /
entering without permission will be answered by gun fire.”
While the Indian state does not concede this internationally, it is affirming that this is a ‘war zone’ in the
messaging announced both in Urdu and English across Kashmir: “you are being watched” in this militarized space,
and that you will be attacked/fired at by the Indian military if you behave in a manner that is unsanctioned by the
occupying military state. A panoptic imperial prison state surveillance (Foucault 2008) is in place in Kashmir.
Here, the military determines/controls that freedom of mobility. Native Kashmiris accessing their own land freely
is restricted by the colonizer as undesirable, impermissible.
There are barbed wires above the walls, and a green camouflage metal barrier with additional ring barbed wires
going across with glass bottles hanging that are supposed to chime in case someone moves the barbed wires. There
is also a tower for monitoring public activity. Similarly designed bunkers and posts exist across Kashmir, which
are either bigger or smaller in scale.
The military has been present in Kashmir in an intensified capacity since the 1990s, with the current ratio reported
to be an estimate of between 6:1 and 7:1 of civilians to an armed Indian state trooper. To care for the military,
there are Indian military family settler colonies established, with schools, playgrounds, movie theatre, and other
infrastructure, with high level security for them exclusively to enjoy safety. An example of such a colony can be
seen in a prized location in Kashmir, on the periphery of the Airport in Srinagar. In comparison, only high-level
officials in the Indian regime and business enjoy such security. Average Kashmiri civilians live in a state of
colonially imposed insecurity daily.
How We See Ourselves Where We Are

5. How We See Ourselves Where We Are: In the last decade, there has been a transformative impact of smart
phone’s regulation of people’s relationship to space, to self, each other, and the colonial police state. These digital
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devices with front and back facing cameras connected to social media (Instagram, Twitter, Facebook, YouTube)
produce public representations of Kashmiris, as memes, photographs, and videos that are both live and post-dated.
In public spaces and places, in playgrounds, parks, by lakesides, people watch themselves with selfie cameras.
They can view, re-view, and edit how they view themselves and are viewed.
They are aware they are being watched as they watch themselves. They may be grieving, in mass public funerals,
or as shown here, in the park, out in the sun, having fun, sparkling in their smiles. They are not just dying, or dead.
They are resilient. They retain their images, videos, stories, and distribute these images to each other, or to the
‘world wide web’ audience at the right moments.
They are self-determining how they are represented and seen.
Kashmiris use this medium to do digital story-telling, report their version of events, exercising agency which they
previously had limited access to under traditional domestic and global corporate media and publishing platforms.
Evidently, the power of this medium in the hands of the Kashmiri public is treated as a threat by the colonial state,
as it easily holds them accountable on the world stage with respect to the legitimacy of the systematic use of
violence and weapons against Kashmiris. There is also systemic repression of native Kashmir journalists and
media platforms. The colonizer policies police and restricts what information reaches the rest of the world from
within Kashmir, about Kashmir.
The response by state authorities has been to impose bans on internet and social media, as well as criminalize
individuals and particular neighbourhoods with targeted crackdowns on individuals who articulate dissent to the
status quo. There is cyber surveillance, and silencing faced by journalists and the general public. Twitter,
Facebook, and Instagram have all sent notices to Kashmiris to remove digital content that the state demands,
whether or not it violates the United Nation’s Declaration of the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, or Freedom of
Information, and Freedom of Expression.
As I witnessed these moments, I considered what determined what versions of us we don’t want seen, shown,
photographed, or watched in public spaces? Who and what made us believe certain versions of ourselves are
undesirable in public spaces? Who is more visible, and why? Who is less visible, and why? Who does not have
access yet to even this medium of self-representation? Why are some representations about Kashmiris invisiblized,
and others hyper visiblized?
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Visiblizing the Missing and Disappeared

6. Visiblizing the Missing and Disappeared: What you see here is an empty swing, repeated from three angles,
emphasizing an empty space on the swing.
In a war zone where there is legislated impunity for armed forces, it is unsurprising that there are thousands of
missing, murdered, or disappeared persons. In this dimension of living in a war zone, there is an ongoing
experience of knowing someone has been killed, or disappeared, without ever receiving justice. There is an
ongoing possibility of being the next person to become a statistic in this category. When loved ones do not respond
to phone calls or messages, or returns home later than expected, family members fear the worse.
Even though India is a signatory to the United Nations Declaration on the Protection of All Persons from Enforced
Disappearances (2007), an estimated 8,000 to 10,000 Kashmiri civilians have been reported disappeared or missing
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between 1989 and 2006 alone (APDP n.d.). Founded by Parveena Ahangar, whose 16-year old son Javaid Ahmad
Ahangar was picked up by the security forces (on August 18, 1990) and never returned, the Association of Parents
of Disappeared Persons (APDP) has been providing support and doing advocacy for families of missing people
since 1994.
Given the multitude of ways violence has permeated the everyday lives of Kashmiris, due to a prolonged ongoing
war, another effect of trauma is an increase in rate of attempted suicides in the population. According to one study,
between 2000 to 2008, 23% of all emergency room psychiatric visits in Kashmir were due to suicide attempts,
where women represented a greater portion (Wani et al 2011). Deliberately controlled social conditions that drive
them to such despair, these cannot be treated as merely suicides; the numbers of Kashmiris taking their own lives
should instead be read as premediated, systematic colonial annihilation technique of used against the natives.
In this context, Kashmiris exercising power by remembering their loved ones, and refusing to give up in their
pursuit of justice. For example, APDP organizes regular public gatherings with family members holding
photographs of loved ones, reminding the state that they have not forgotten, and they will not let others forget. In
this way, community power continues to refresh public memory. Refusing to let the forcibly disappeared by
genocidal colonial Indian regime disappear from public memory, searching for them, and demanding justice is
another articulation of Kashmiri self-determination.
Pathraao – Responding From A Rock Hard Place
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7. Pathraao – Responding From A Rock Hard Place:
red cheeks,
blood shot eyes,
red is the color of chillies
drying in the golden sun
to grind,
red is on the mind.
rickety rocks,
red tick,
red tock,
red blood,
red shots,
one red head off,
one red head drops.
visible is the
red is on the roads,
blocked with red rocks.
Throwing rocks is a form of protest in public spaces for at-risk populations like Kashmiri youth to express
dissatisfaction or dissent in a repressive war zone. Where the normalized patterns of everyday life include injured,
disappeared, or missing kin and relations turning up murdered, dead, and buried, it’s an expression of anger, rage,
and refusal to accept the status quo and systemic injustices by the youth. Rather than position these youth in their
rightful context, these Kashmiris (primarily youth) doing ‘pathrao’ (throwing rocks) are presented as part of a
colonial narrative of ‘those violent delinquent Kashmiris’ by the popular corporate media in India, and those
seeking to repress public display of protests.
In a war zone where the military and police are found in every corner carrying a loaded gun, the use of which they
are unlikely to be held accountable for by colonial state laws, the use of rocks by unarmed people to articulate a
response is presented as abhorrent, and shocking ‘juvenile Kashmiri crime.’ In the past decade, a new set of
laws/policies as well as programs have been instituted to criminalize Kashmiri youth who engage in doing pathrao,
pathologizing their choice rather than critically situating them in their appropriate context of being at-risk youth in
a war zone. These youth are incarcerated for short to long-term sentences. They are eventually offered (policed)
reform programming, where they are required to demonstrate that they will abandon their ways characterized as
‘criminal’. A genocidal policy of the Indian regime: these Indigenous children are forcibly removed from their
families.
Some still throw rocks, after returning. Those who are labelled second time offenders face harsher sentences, and
sometimes face arbitrary, lawless, indefinite incarceration under the Public Safety Act.
There are dimensions to the pathrao beyond the binary of seeing pathrao as anti-colonial resistance: an
articulation of dissent and refusal of injustice and indignities, or alternatively the colonial narrative that: these
youth are engaging in criminal behaviour. Those who experience pathrao will tell you that the rocks don’t always
just hurt who they’re intended to hurt, who they’re meant for. To me, these rocks articulate another form of selfdetermination: we throw rocks at your policy decisions of trying to erase us from our land. Where freedom of
expression using words can result in indefinite incarceration for journalists or academics, throwing rocks is another
form of expression for a repressed population, articulation of self-representation, a distinct type of reclamation of
social space and of power.
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Mountain Goat Mapping, Memories, and Stories

8. Mountain Goat Mapping, Memories, and Stories:
If they spoke, what would the Kashmiri Mountain goats tell us about the silk routes in the Valley which is now a
war zone? How are the routes of seasonal migration with the Gujjar families impacted by the war? Are the animals
aware there is a war going on? Will the young ones ever know a time without war? Do they duck, and lay low at
the sound of gun shots?
Animal herds of mountain goat, sheep, with ponies and dogs are not just ordinary migrating animals. In Kashmir,
what we observe everywhere are beautifully mowed landscapes. The landscapes, where the vibrant green grass in
the commons is trimmed in spring, summer, and fall, is not achieved by heavy-duty lawn mowing machines.
Instead, it is achieved by the grazing of these migrating animals, whose petite feet and excrement pellets keep the
soil fertilized. The animals on the move stay healthy as well.
The war has not been able to stop the seasonal migration, the grazing, or the bowel movements that lead to fertile
health of the soil. However, the commons space is increasingly under attack by corporate interests inside and
outside Kashmir, bought and sold, and hyper policed and regulated by the settler colonial Indian military state.
The intersection of communal and colonial violence in India affects the migrating Bakarwal families who are
primarily Muslim, and targets of Hindu supremacists, especially in the Jammu region. For example, it was within
this context that in January 2018, Asifa Bano, an 8-year old Muslim girl belonging to a Bakarwal family, was
kidnapped and gang raped in a private Hindu Temple by Hindu nationalists in Rasana, near Kathua. The case led to
significant upheaval in Kashmir, with many sectors of civil society protesting the gross injustices in how the case
was handled.
While Bakarwals navigate risks to their survival in unique ways in the face of war, these remain the same old silk
routes their ancestors travelled, and communicated knowledges about how to travel the pathways safely via the
DNA of the migrating flocks intergenerationally. Kashmiris have had relations with the sacred mountain animals
since time-immemorial. The animals Bakarwals shepherd have clothed and fed Kashmiri and non-Kashmiris since
time immemorial. They represent self-determining continuity of tradition despite the odds against them, such as the
increasingly colonial privatization of communal Kashmiri land.
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Noises that Keep You Awake – The War Doesn’t Stop at Night

9. Noises that Keep You Awake – The War Doesn’t Stop at Night:
Experiencing Kashmir as a war zone at night is complex. What does the night permit and limit?
It sounds like echoes of hundreds of ping pong balls dropping. Are these machine guns going off again, people ask.
Some lay in bed, half asleep, wondering, ‘are these trauma hallucinations’? They will know in the morning. Some
go back to sleep, and others can’t fall asleep. With agitation, sleeplessness, some pick up the mobile phone to
check if the mobile internet has snapped. If yes, they conclude that those must have been machine guns.
Next set of concerns, who was killed? How many? Why? Is there a curfew/hartaal/shut down tomorrow where I
live, or where I am going? Does that mean all plans are cancelled? Will businesses remain open or will they be
closed? Are schools open or closed? Will I make it alive if I go out?
In the villages of Kunan and Poshpora, the military ordered mass rapes of Muslim Kashmiri women during the
night in 1991 (Mushtaq et al 2015). When you hear a woman’s loud cries at night in a Kashmiri neighbourhood,
you wonder what violence has met her. Rejecting the narrative of being just the victimized, these women have
been resisting and demanding justice for more than two decades, without success in the Indian legal system. The
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Indian soldiers who perpetrated this sexual violence to terrorize the locals as a weapon of war, they enjoy impunity
from having committed war crimes.
What does the night permit, and limit?
Nights turn into days, days turn into nights, and war crimes are protected by legalized impunity. There is zero
accountability. Despite this, radical Kashmiri anti-colonial resistance and self-determination looks like actively
seeking, and demanding justice, dignity and accountability anyway.
Freedom of Expression

10. Freedom of Expression: I witnessed Kashmiris rejecting the colonial state order on walls across Kashmir, with
messages such as ‘Go India, Go Back.’ It was also reflected on the back of a car, and on the title of a burnt-down
store. The back of the car read, “We Don’t Surrender / We Win Or Die,” and on the burnt store it read, “WAR
TILL VICTORY.” I noticed that Kashmiris exercise the freedom to live and express themselves, before they
experience an impending unjust murder by the Indian colonial occupier. Despite the expected violent backlash by
the Indian military or police state, this visible political expressions of self-determination in Kashmir was still
observable in September 2018. The frequency of witnessing these displays depends on the political climate and the
neighbourhood of the Valley you are in.
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Economically well-off neighbourhoods and communities enjoy greater human security in Kashmir; called
‘collaborators’ or ‘clients,’ their proximity to colonial power often entails greater intimacy and dependency on the
colonial-masters.
I see self-determining Kashmiris humanize themselves by feeling the trauma wounds, fear, and moving past the
fear by articulating their movements demands despite the colonial surveillance state repression and violences.
Karsa Adjust

11. Karsa Adjust:
This photograph illustrates a type of power exercised through social solidarity. In Kashmir, you witness it in the
face of trying circumstances, despite the colonizer financing systemic infiltration efforts to divide Kashmiris. The
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popular phrase ‘adjust karsa’ (one translation of karsa is: make it happen) is often evoked as a trusted Kashmiri
saying when trying to create space when there might not be any. I imagine here that these men might have said to
each other, one by one, adjust karsa, on an evening commute to home when travelling by this bus.
As an exercise in hospitality, it is not limited to Kashmiris supporting each other, it is also extended to anyone –
Kashmiris and non-Kashmiris alike – who are perceived to experience a relative under-privileged positionality in a
social circumstance. Sometimes the adjustment is uncomfortable; people adjust even when they do not necessarily
want to.
‘Adjust karsa’ is what the elder woman at the hospital who needed to sit down might have said to squeeze in to sit
on the bench. It is what the bodies that piled up to protect each other from cold did during a mass funeral of a
young man, when there was not enough room to get a clear view of the procession. It is what people huddled
together in-community to take heat from a burning fire may have said, just to get a little closer to warmth.
Kashmiris have collectively adjusted to uncomfortable and trying social circumstances as a temporary coping
mechanism, but ultimately, what they want is justice, dignity, and security. What does self-determined justice,
dignity, and security look like from a Kashmiri standpoint? As the time-old Kashmiri protest chant demands: ‘hum
kya chahte,’ what do we want, the response has always been: ‘Aazadi,’ liberation.
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MEDIA NOTES
University
of
Arizona
Press
listings
include:
Wesley
Bernardini (Editor), Stewart
B.
Koyiyumptewa (Editor), Gregson Schachner(Editor), Leigh J. Kuwanwisiwma (Editor), Becoming Hopi: A
History (752 pp.: Hardcover ($75.00), Ebook ($75.00)); Thomas Constantine Maroukis, We Are Not a Vanishing
People: The Society of American Indians, 1911–1923 (280 pp.: Hardcover ($100.00), Paperback ($35.00), Ebook
($35.00)); Duane Champagne, Carole Goldberg, A Coalition of Lineages: The Fernandeño Tataviam Band of
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Mission Indians (358 pp.: Hardcover ($100.00), Paperback ($24.95), Ebook ($35.00)); Gesa
Mackenthun (Editor), Christen Mucher (Editor), Decolonizing “Prehistory:” Deep Time and Indigenous
Knowledges in North America (296 pp.: Hardcover ($60.00)); Sam McKegney, Carrying the Burden of Peace:
Reimagining Indigenous Masculinities Through Story (288 pp.: Paperback ($35.00)); Clifford E. Trafzer, Strong
Hearts and Healing Hands: Southern California Indians and Field Nurses, 1920–1950 (424 pp.: Hardcover
($100.00), Paperback ($35.00), Ebook ($35.00)); Lynn Stephen (Editor), Shannon Speed (Editor) Indigenous
Women and Violence: Feminist Activist Research in Heightened States of Injustice (272 pp.: Hardcover
($100.00), Paperback ($35.00), Ebook ($35.00)); Chie Sakakibara, Whale Snow: Iñupiat, Climate Change, and
Multispecies Resilience in Arctic Alaska (304 pp.: Paperback ($35.00), Ebook ($35.00)); and Natasha Varner, La
Raza Cosmética: Beauty, Identity, and Settler Colonialism in Postrevolutionary Mexico (200 pp.: Hardcover
($100.00), Paperback ($30.00), Ebook ($30.00)); all from the University of Arizona Press, 355 S. Euclid Ave.,
Suite 103, Tucson, AZ 85701, phone/fax (800) 426-3797, http://www.uapress.arizona.edu/.
Offerings from the University of Hawaii Press include: Rachel Harris, Guangtian Ha, And Maria Jaschok (eds.),
Ethnographies of Islam in China (328 pp. for $68 cloth); Ceridwen Spark, The New Port Moresby: Gender,
Space, and Belonging in Urban Papua New Guinea (174 pp. for $74 cloth); Laura Zimmer-Tamakoshi, ed, First
Fieldwork: Pacific Anthropology, 1960–1985 (262 pp. for $28 paper, $68 cloth); Jacqueline Leckie, Colonizing
Madness: Asylum and Community in Fiji (284 pp. for $28 paper, $72 cloth); Diane Austin-Broos and Francesca
Merlan, eds, People and Change in Indigenous Australia (240 pp. for $2 paper, $72 cloth); and from NAIS Press:
R Merata Kawharu and Paul Tapsell, Whāriki: The growth of Māori community entrepreneurship (200 pages for
$25.00 paper), All, plus $5 first item, $1 each additional, shipping, from University of Hawai’i Press, 1840
Kolawalu St., Honolulu, HI 96822 (808)956-8255, uhpbooks@hawaii.edu, http://www.uhpress.hawaii.edu.
Recent offerings from the University of New Mexico Press include: BarBara a. Ganson, ed, Native Peoples,
Politics, and Society in Contemporary Paraguay Multidisciplinary Perspectives (224 pp. fo $7 cloth), all plus $5
for the first item and $1 for each additional, shipping, from the University of New Mexico Press, MSC04 2820, 1
University of New Mexico, Albuquerque NM 87131-0001 (505)272-7777 or (800)249-7737,
http://www.unmpress.com/.
University of Nebraska Press offerings include: Russell Cobb, The Great Oklahoma Swindle: Race, Religion, and
Lies in America's Weirdest State (272 pp. for $29.95 cloth of E-book); C. Richard King, Redskins: Insult and
Brand (258 pages for $18.95 paper and E-book, $24.95 cloth); Katherine Wiltenburg Todrys, Black Snake:
Standing Rock, the Dakota Access Pipeline, and Environmental Justice (336 pp. for $24.95 paper); John G.
Neihardt, Foreword by Coralie Hughes, Annotated by David C. Posthumus, Introduction by Raymond J. DeMallie,
Eagle Voice Remembers: An Authentic Tale of the Old Sioux World, Annotated, A Bison Classic Edition (348
pp. for $29.95 paper and Ebook); Ray A. March, Mass Murder in California’s Empty Quarter: A Tale of Tribal
Treachery at the Cedarville Rancheria (240 pp. for $27.95 paper and Ebook); Edward J. Driving Hawk and
Virginia Driving Hawk Sneve, Too Strong to Be Broken: The Life of Edward J. Driving Hawk (200 pp. for
$27,95 cloth and Ebook); Arnold Krupat, Boarding School Voices: Carlisle Indian School Students Speak (420
pp. for $80 cloth); Stories from Saddle Mountain: Autobiographies of a Kiowa Family: Henrietta Tongkeamha
and Raymond Tongkeamha, Edited by Benjamin R. Kracht, With Lisa LaBrada (222 pp. for $40 cloth); Marinella
Lentis, Colonized through Art: American Indian Schools and Art Education, 1889–1915 (450 pp. for $40 paper);
Margaret Pollak, Diabetes in Native Chicago: An Ethnography of Identity, Community, and Care (246 pp. $55
cloth); Henry Knight Lozano, California and Hawai'i Bound: U.S. Settler Colonialism and the Pacific West,
1848-1959 (420 pp. for $65 cloth); Andrew T. Jarboe, Indian Soldiers in World War I: Race and Representation
in an Imperial War (342 pp. for $60 cloth); Translated and analyzed by Regina Pustet, Lakota Texts: Narratives
of Lakota Life and Culture in the Twentieth Century (504 pp. for $85 cloth); Patricia E. Rubertone, Native
Providence: Memory, Community, and Survivance in the Northeast (462 pp. for $80 cloth); Richard W. Pointer,
Pacifist Prophet, Papunhank and the Quest for Peace in Early America (424 pp. for $36,95 cloth); Robert M.
Utley, The Last Sovereigns: Sitting Bull and the Resistance of the Free Lakotas (200 pp. for $24.95 cloth and
Ebook); Robert Bigart and Joseph McDonald, eds, To Keep the Land for My Children's Children: Documents of
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Salish, Pend d'Oreille, and Kootenai Indian History, 1890–1899 (360 pp. for $29.95 paper); Robert Bigart and
Joseph McDonald, eds, "You Seem to Like Your Money, and We Like Our Country:" A Documentary History of
the Salish, Pend d'Oreille, and Kootenai Indians, 1875–1889 (424 pp. for $29.95 paper); and Paulette F. C.
Steeves, The Indigenous Paleolithic of the Western Hemisphere (324 pp. for $65 cloth), all, plus $5 for the first
item, $1 for each additional, from University of Nebraska Press, 1111 Lincoln Mall, Lincoln, NE 68588 (800)7551105, pressmail@uni.edu, www.nebraskapress.unl.edu.
Offerings from the University of Oklahoma Press include: Ada Deer, With Theda Perdue, Foreword by Charles
Wilkinson, Making a Difference: My Fight for Native Rights and Social Justice (232 pp. For $26.95 Hardcover,
$21.95 Paperback and E-Book); Roger L. Nichols, Massacring Indians: From Horseshoe Bend to Wounded
Knee (198 p for $24.95 Paperback and E-Book); Mark R. Anderson, Down the Warpath to the Cedars: Indians'
First Battles in the Revolution (306 pp. for $34.95 Hardcover and E-book) William C. Meadows, The First Code
Talkers: Native American Communicators in World War I (378 pp. for $36.95 Hardcover and E-Book); Gerald
F. Reid, Chief Thunderwater: An Unexpected Indian in Unexpected Places (200 pp. for $34.95 Hardcover and
E-Book); Mary Jane Warde, George Washington Grayson and the Creek Nation, 1843–1920 (356 pp. for
$32.95 Hardcover, $24.95 Paperback); Lionel Youst, William R. Seaburg, Coquelle Thompson, Athabaskan
Witness: A Cultural Biography (354 pp. for $24.95 Paperback and $34.95 Hardcover); Edited by Margarita R.
Ochoa, Sara V. Guengerich, Cacicas: The Indigenous Women Leaders of Spanish America, 1492–1825 (344 pp.
for $45.00 Hardcover and E-Book); W. George Lovell, Christopher H. Lutz, With Wendy Kramer, William R.
Swezey, “Strange Lands and Different Peoples:” Spaniards and Indians in Colonial Guatemala (360 pp. for
$34.95 Hardcover, $24.95 Paperback plus E-Book), all, plus $5 for first item, $1.50 for each additional, shipping,
from the University of Oklahoma Press, Attn: Order Department, 2800 Venture Drive, Norman, OK 73069-8218,
www.oupress.com.
Books from University of Pennsylvania Press include: Jean Reith Schroedel, Voting in Indian Country: The View
from the Trenches (312 pp. for $39.95 cloth), all plus $5 first item, $2 each additional, from University of
Pennsylvania Press, www.pennpress.org.
Publications from University of Minnesota Press include: Leanne Betasamosake Simpson, As We Have Always
Done: Indigenous Freedom through Radical Resistance (320 pp. for $18.95 paper); and Emil’ Keme, Le Maya
Q’atzij/Our Maya Word: Poetics of Resistance in Guatemala (264 pp. for $25 paper, $100 cloth), all from:
https://www.upress.umn.edu.
University of Chicago publications include: Sumner La Croix, Hawai'i: Eight Hundred Years of Political and
Economic Change (376 pp. fo $60 cloth), order at: www.press.uchicgo.org.
Clear Light Books has numerous Indigenous publications, but as they are not dated in the catalogue we cannot tell
which are new to list here. Books from Clear light are all plus $4.00 first item, $.50 for each additional, from Clear
Light Books, http://www.clearlightbooks.com.
University of British Columbia Press publications encompass: Jerry Fontaine, Our Hearts Are as One Fire: An
Ojibway-Anishinabe Vision for the Future (280 pp. for $29.95); David Gaertner, The Theatre of Regret: Literature,
Art, and the Politics of Reconciliation in Canada (320 pp. for $89.95 paper, $34.95 E-book); Michel
Bouchard, Sébastien Malette, and Guillaume Marcotte, Bois-Brûlés: The Untold Story of the Métis of Western
Québec (320 pp. for $34.95 paper and E-book, $89.95 cloth); and Jody Wilson-Raybould, From Where I Stand:
Rebuilding Indigenous Nations for a Stronger Canada ($24.95 paper and E-book), order through the
https://www.ubcpress.ca/indigenous-studies-catalogue.
~~~~
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Two works that show the largely unacknowledged tremendous amount, the West, and especially the U.S.,
has learned from American Indians on living together and with the Earth, and what more the authors
believe needs to be learned to meet today's problems appropriately are:
Glenn Aparicio Parry, Original Politics: Making America Sacred Again shows how returning to the
nation's mix of Native and European roots can effectively meet its current problems and heal its divisions. It is 400
pp. published by Select Books, available from Barnes and Noble for $19.95 paper.
Stephen M Sachs, Bruce E. Johansen, Betty Donohue, Ain Haas, Donna Kay Dial, Sally Wagner, Jonathan
York, Christina A. Clamp, Don Grinde, Amy Fatzinger, Walter S. Robinson and Phyllis Gagnier, Honoring the
Circle: Ongoing Learning from Indians on Politics and Society, in four volumes shows the extensive impact
American Indians have had on Western political thought and practice since first contact, and how continued
learning from Indians can help solve major problems for living well together and with the Earth.
Volume I illustrates how colonists interacting with American Indians to different degrees from first contact
to 1800 Indianized them, creating a mixed European-Indian culture with Americans identifying as being a mix of
Indian and American. Colonial/American leaders adopted Indigenous freedom of inclusive participatory
democracy, which greatly impacted political institutions in the United States and all major political philosophies in
Europe.
Volume II unfolds how the vast impact of initial contact and ongoing interaction with Indians greatly
influenced American social thinking and practice from 1800 to the present in the rise of the American philosophy
of pragmatism, including current progressivism, the women’s movement, the 1960s youth movement, and the
environmental movement.
Volume III, after showing how Western culture has been shifting toward Indigenous thinking, presents
recent examples of Western learnings from American Indians as it develops holistically the increasing relevance of
Indian ways of seeing for solving critical problems in politics and economics so that people can relate well with
each other and with the Earth.
Volume IV, providing recent illustrations of Western learnings from American Indians, shows the growing
relevance of Indian approaches for solving critical problems in dealing with the environment and in education so
that people can live well together and with the Earth.
Each of the four volumes of Honoring the Circle (Waterside Productions, November 2020) is available
from Amazon, amazon.com. Each volume is $18.95 paper, $9.95 Kindle.
Two memoirs of North American First People describing how the inherited unresolved historical grief of
colonialism continues to disrupt lives today:
Alicia Elliot, A Mind Spread Out on the Ground is 240 pp. for $17.99 paper from Melville House.
Toni Jensen, Carry: A Memoir of Survival on Stolen Land is 294 pp. for $27 from Ballentine.
~~~
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Ph.D. Dissertations from Universities Around the World on Topics Relating to Indians in the Americas,
Compiled from Dissertation Abstracts
Jonathon Erlen, Ph.D., History of Medicine Librarian, Health Sciences Library System
University of Pittsburgh, erlen@pitt.edu
and
Jay Toth, M.A., Professor of Anthropology, SUNY Freedonia, jtoth@atlanticbb.net
IPJ hosts a regularly updated data base of American Indian related Ph.D. from 2006 – the present. The
dissertation coverage includes all languages and is international in scope as far as Dissertation Abstracts covers.
This includes most European universities, South African universities, and a few in the Far East. They do not cover
all the universities in the world, but do a pretty good job covering first world universities. There is no coverage of
Latin American universities' dissertations. The data base is updated in each Winter and Summer issue of IPJ, and
sometimes between issues. Since ProQuest, the proviser of the lists of dissertations from which Jonathan and Jay
find Indigenous dissertations, no longer goes by months/years there will be titles from various years added in the
updates.
Dissertation abstracts Data Base 2006 – the present: http://indigenouspolicy.org/index.php/ipj/thesis
<><><>
Useful Web Sites
Environmental Web Sites
Indigenous Environmental Network serves as an Indigenous voice on environmental issues, at:
http://www.ienearth.org/.
UN NGO Climate Change Caucus, with numerous task forces, is at: http://climatecaucus.net.
The Seeding Sovereignty Collective is at seedingsovereignty.org.
On the Frontlines of Climate Change: A global forum for indigenous peoples, small islands and
vulnerable communities can be subscribed to at: http://www.climatefrontlines.org/lists/?p=subscribe. See
postings on the website at: http://www.climatefrontlines.org/en-GB/node/148.
350.org works around the world on climate change related issued, at: www.350.org.
Greenpeace engages on many environmental concerns, at: greenpeace.org/usa/ and greenpeace.org/.
Friends of the Earth is involved world wide in environmental advocacy, at: foei.org.
The Union of Concerned Scientists (UCS) works on a variety of environmental, as well as other, issues, at:
www.ucsusa.org.
Environmental Action is active on numerous environmental issue, at: environmental-action.org.
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Environment America works on environmental issue in the U.S. at: https://environmentamerica.webaction.org.
Food and Water Watch is active on a variety of issues relating to water and food, at:
https://www.foodandwaterwatch.org and https://secure.foodandwaterwatch.org.
The Wilderness Society works on environmental issues, particularly concerning preserving "wild places." at:
wilderness.org.
Ocean River Institute works on river and other water issue, at: oceanriver.org.
The National Wildlife Federation, at: nwf.org, and The National Wildlife Federation Action Fund, at:
https://online.nwf.org/site/SPageNavigator/ActionCenter, are concerned with environmental issues
involving wildlife in the U.S.
The Nuclear Information and Resource Service includes in its work nuclear environmental issues, at: nirs.org.
The National Parks Conservation Association (NPCA) includes in its concerns environmental issues
relating to U.S. national parks, at: npca,org and https://secure.npca.org/
Earth Policy Institute, dedicated to building a sustainable future as well as providing a plan of how to get from
here to there: www.earthpolicy.org.
Wiser Earth lists more than 10,700
http://www.wiserearth.org/organization/

environmental

and environmental justice organizations at:

Earthwatch, the world’s largest environmental volunteer organization, founded in 1971, works globally to
help the people of the planet volunteer realize a sustainable environment: http://www.earthwatch.org/.
Avaaz.org works internationally on environmental and peace and justice issues: http://www.avaaz.org.
The Environmental Defense Fund works on a variety of environmental issues and policy, including global
warming induced climate change, primarily in the U.S.: http://edf.org.
Earthjustice focuses on environmental issues and action: http://action.earthjustice.org.
The Sierra Club works on environmental issues in the United States: http://action.sierraclub.org.
SaveOurEnvironemnt.org, a coalition of environmental organizations acting politically in the U.S.:
http://ga3.org/campaign/0908_endangered_species/xuninw84p7m8mxxm.
The National Resources Defense Council works on a variety of environmental issues in the U.S.:
NRhttp://www.nrdconline.org/
Care 2 is concerned about a variety of issues, including the environment: http://www.care2.com/.
Rainmakers Oceania studies possibilities for restoring the natural environment and humanity's rightful place in
it, at: http://rainmakers-ozeania.com/0annexanchorc/about-rainmakers.html.
Green Ships, in fall 2008, was is asking Congress to act to speed the development of new energy efficient ships
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that can take thousands of trucks off Atlantic and Pacific Coast highways, moving freight up and down the costs
with far less carbon emissions and more cheaply: http://www.greenships.org.
Carbon Fund Blog carries climate change news, links to green blogs, and a green resource list, at:
http://carbonfund.blogspot.com/2008/03/sky-is-falling.html. Carbon Fund is certifying carbon free products at:
http://www.carbonfund.org/site/pages/businesses/category/CarbonFree.
Grist carries environmental news and commentary: http://www.grist.org/news/,
Green Inc. is a new blog from The New York Times devoted to energy and the environment at:
greeninc.blogs.nytimes.com.
Planting Peace is, "A Resource Center for news and activities that seek to build a powerful coalition to
bring about cooperation and synergy between the peace movement, the climate crisis movement, and the
organic community." Their web site includes extensive links to organizations, articles, videos and books that
make the connections, at: http://organicconsumers.org/plantingpeace/index.cfm, Planting Peace is sponsored by
the Organic Consumers Association: http://organicconsumers.org/.
The Global Climate Change Campaign: http://www.globalclimatecampaign.org/.
The Audubon Society reports on and works on issues focused on birds, at: audubon.org.
Peace & Security Funding Index: An Analysis of Global Foundation Grantmaking is available at:
http://peaceandsecurityindex.org.
Oxfam America’s interactive website: http://adapt.oxfamamerica.org shows how social vulnerability and
climate variability impact each county in the U.S. Southwest region. The methodology exposes how social
vulnerability, not science, determines the human risk to climate change.
The center for defense information now carries regular reports on Global Warming & International
Security at: http://www.cdi.org.
American Indian and International Indigenous Web Sites
National Congress of American Indians, ncaipress@NCAI.org, http://www.ncai.org, or 202-466-7767
Native American Contractors Association, 202-758-2676, http://nativecontractors.org
National Indian Health Board, 202-507-4071, https://www.nihb.org
National Council on Urban Indian Health, 202-544-0344, https://www.ncuih.org/index
National Indian Education Association, 202-544-7290, http://www.niea.org
National American Indian Housing Council, 202-789-1754, http://naihc.net
National Indian Child Welfare Association, 503-222-4044, https://www.nicwa.org
Self-Governance
Communication
&
Education
Tribal
Consortium,
918-302-0252,
https://www.tribalselfgov.org/about-sgce/staff/."
CELANEN: A Journal of Indigenous Governance is produced by the Indigenous Governance Program at the
University of Victoria, at: http://web.uvic.ca/igov/research/journal/index.htm. CELANEN (pronounced CHELLANG-GEN) is a Saanich word for "our birthright, our ancestry, sovereignty" and sets the tone for this annual
publication containing articles, poetry, and commentary.
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Native Research Network is now at: www.nativeresearchnetwork.org. Its vision statement is: "A leadership
community of American Indian, Alaska Native, Kanaka Maoli, and Canadian Aboriginal persons promoting
integrity and excellence in research". Its mission is "To provide a pro-active network of American Indian,
Alaska Native, Kanaka Maoli, and Canadian Aboriginal persons to promote and advocate for high quality
research that is collaborative, supportive and builds capacity, and to promote an environment for research that
operates on the principles of integrity, respect, trust, ethics, cooperation and open communication in
multidisciplinary fields". The Native Research Network (NRN) provides networking and mentoring
opportunities, a forum to share research expertise, sponsorship of research events, assistance to communities and
tribes, and enhanced research communication. The NRN places a special emphasis on ensuring that research
with Indigenous people is conducted in a culturally sensitive and respectful manner. Its Member List serve:
NRN@lists.apa.org.
The American Journal of Indigenous Studies is a quarterly journal by the American Scholarly Research
Association (ASRA), at: www.ASRAresearch.or.
The Enduring Legacies Native Cases Initiative began in 2006 as a partnership between The Evergreen State
College, Northwest Indian College, Salish Kootenai College, and Grays Harbor College. Our goal is to develop
and widely disseminate culturally relevant curriculum and teaching resources in the form of case studies on key
issues in Indian Country: http://nativecases.evergreen.edu/about.html.
The National Indian Housing Council offers a number of reports at: http://www.naihc.indian.com/.
The
American
Indian
Studies Consortium is
http://www.cic.uiuc.edu/programs/AmericanIndianStudiesConsortium/.

at:

Some news sources that have been useful in putting the issues of Indigenous Policy together are:
For reports of U.S. government legislation, agency action, and court decisions: Hobbs, Straus, Dean and
Walker, LLP, 2120 L Street NW, Suite 700, Washington, DC 20037, http://www.hobbsstraus.com.
Indian Country Today: http://www.indiancountry.com/index.cfm?key=15.
News from Indian Country: http://www.indiancountrynews.com/.
The Navajo Times: http://www.navajotimes.com/.
IndianZ.com: http://www.indianz.com.
Pechanga Net: http://www.pechanga.net/NativeNews.html
Survival International: http://www.survival-international.org/.
Cultural Survival: http://209.200.101.189/publications/win/, or http://www.cs.org/.
Censored (in Indian Country): http://bsnorrell.blogspot.com/.
ArizonaNativeNet is a virtual university outreach and distance learning telecommunications center devoted to
the higher educational needs of Native Nations in Arizona, the United States and the world through the
utilization of the worldwide web and the knowledge-based and technical resources and expertise of the
University of Arizona, providing resources for Native Nations nation-building, at: www.arizonanativenet.com
The Forum for 'friends of Peoples close to Nature' is a movement of groups and individuals, concerned with
the survival of Tribal peoples and their culture, in particular hunter-gatherers: http://ipwp.org/how.html.
Tebtebba (Indigenous Peoples' International Centre for Policy Research and Education), with lists of
projects and publications, and reports of numerous Indigenous meetings: http://www.tebtebba.org/.
Andre Cramblit (andrekar@ncidc.org) has begun a new Native news blog continuing his former Native list
serve to provide information pertinent to the American Indian community. The blog contains news of
interest to Native Americans, Hawaiian Natives and Alaskan Natives. It is a briefing of items that he comes
across that are of broad interest to American Indians. News and action requests are posted as are the occasional
humorous entry. The newsletter is designed to inform you, make you think and keep a pipeline of information
that is outside the mainstream media. “I try and post to it as often as my schedule permits I scan a wide range of
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sources on the net to get a different perspective on Native issues and try not to post stuff that is already posted
on multiple sources such as websites or other lists”. To subscribe to go to: http://andrekaruk.posterous.com/.
Sacred Places Convention For Indigenous Peoples provides resources for protecting sacred places world
wide. Including, news, journals, books and publishing online Weekly News and providing an E-mail list serve,
as well as holding conferences. For information go to: http://www.indigenouspeoplesissues.com.
Mark Trahant Blog, Trahant Reports, is at: http://www.marktrahant.org/marktrahant.org/Mark_Trahant.html/
The journal of the Native American and Indigenous Studies Association, Native American and Indigenous
Studies (NAIS): Subscription rates: Individual subscriptions are a benefit of membership in the Native American
and Indigenous Studies Association. NAISA membership is $25–$100 annually. Institutions: $116. Outside USA
add $5.00 for each year’s subscription.
Back issues and single copy rate: Individuals: $27.00; Institutions: $54.00. Digital subscriptions available at
JSTOR (http://jstor.org/r/umnpress).
UANativeNet, formerly Arizona NativeNet, is a resource of topics relevant to tribal nations and Indigenous
Peoples, particularly on matters of law and governance.
The Harvard Project on American Indian Economic Development offers a number of reports and its
“Honoring Indian Nations” at: http://www.ksg.harvard.edu/hpaied/res_main.htm.
The Seventh generation Fund online Media Center: www.7genfund.org
Native Earthworks Preservation, an organization committed to preserving American Indian sacred sites, is
at: http://nativeearthworkspreservation.org/.
Indianz.Com has posted Version 2.0 of the Federal Recognition Database, an online version of the
Acknowledgment Decision Compilation (ADC), a record of documents that the Bureau of Indian Affairs has on
file for dozens of groups that have made it through the federal recognition process. The ADC contains over 750
MB of documents -- up from over 600MB in version 1.2 -- that were scanned in and cataloged by the agency's
Office of Federal Acknowledgment. The new version includes has additional documents and is easier to use. It is
available at: http://www.indianz.com/adc20/adc20.html.
Native News Online.net is at: https://nativenewsonline.net.
Tribal Link has an online blog at: http://triballinknewsonline.blogspot.com.
Restoration Magazine, National Indigenous Women’s Resource Center, is at: https://rm.niwrc.org/.
Lakota Times is posted weekly at: https://www.lakotacountrytimes.com/.
The National Indian Education Association: http://www.niea.org/.
Climate Frontlines is a global forum for indigenous peoples, small islands and vulnerable communities,
running discussions, conferences and field projects: http://www.climatefrontlines.org/.
Cry of the Native Refugee web site, http://cryofthenativerefugee.com, is dedicated to “The True Native
American History.”
First Peoples World Wide, focuses "on funding local development projects in Indigenous communities all over
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the world while creating bridges between our communities and corporations, governments, academics, NGOs
and investors in their regions. We facilitate the use of traditional Indigenous knowledge in solving today’s
challenges, including climate change, food security, medicine, governance and sustainable development:"
http://firstpeoples.org.
The RaceProject has a FacE-Book age that is a forum for the dissemination and discussion of contemporary
Race and Politics issues. It includes a continuing archive of news stories, editorial opinion, audio, video and
pointed exchanges between academics, graduate students and members of the lay-public. Those interested can
visit and sign up to the page at: http://www.facE-Book.com/RaceProject.
Rematriation Magazine provides A safe, online space for Indigenous women's voices, at: rematriation.com.
The International Institute for Indigenous Resource Management is at: http://tinyurl.com/yaykznz.
The Newberry Library received a grant in August, 2007, from the National Endowment for the Humanities to
fund “Indians of the Midwest and Contemporary Issues.” The McNickle Center will construct this
multimedia website designed to marry the Library’s rich collections on Native American history with
state-of-the art interactive web capabilities to reveal the cultural and historical roots of controversial
issues involving Native Americans today. These include conflicts over gaming and casinos, fishing and
hunting rights, the disposition of Indian artifacts and archeological sites, and the use of Indian images in the
media. In addition to historical collections, the site will also feature interviews with contemporary Native
Americans, interactive maps, links to tribal and other websites, and social networking. For more information
contact Céline Swicegood, swicegoodc@newberry.org.
The site www.pressdisplay.com has scanned and searchable versions of thousands of newspapers daily
from around the world. These are not truncated "online versions". You can view the actually pages of the
paper published for that day. There are also 100's of US papers included daily. The service also allows you to set
search terms or search particular papers daily. The service will also translate papers into English.
Native Voice Network (NVN: www.NativeVoiceNetwork.org), is a national alliance of Organizations
interested in collaborative advocacy on issues impacting Native people locally and nationally.
The Northern California Indian Development Council has a web-based archive of traditional images and
sounds at: http://www.ncidc.org/.
Resource sites in the Indian Child Welfare Act (ICWA): National Indian Child Welfare Association:
http://www.nicwa.org, offers include publications, a library, information packets, policy information
and
research.
NICWA's
Publication
Catalog
is
at:
Http://www.nicwa.org/resources/catalog/index.asp’
Information
Packets
are
at: http://www.nicwa.org/resources/infopackets/index.asp. Online ICWA Courses are at:
http://www.nicwa.org/services/icwa/index.asp. The Indian Child Welfare Act: An Examination of State
Compliance,
from
the
Casey
Foundation
is
at:
http://www.casey.org/Resources/Publications/NICWAComplianceInArizona.htm.
Tribal
Court Clearinghouse ICWA Pages, with a brief review of ICWA and links to many valuable
resources including Federal agencies and Native organizations. http://www.tribal-institute.org/lists/icwa.htm.
Other resource sources
are:
the
Indian
Law
Resource
Center:
www.indianlaw.org, the National Indian Justice Center: www.nijc.indian.com. Other sites can be found
through
internet
search
engines
such
as
Google. Some research web
sites
for
ICWA
include:
http://www.calindian.org/legalcenter_icwa.htm,
http://www.narf.org/nill/resources/indianchildwelfare.htm,
http://www.tribal-institute.org/lists/icwa.htm,
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http://www.nicwa.org/library/library.htm, http://www.nationalcasa.org/JudgesPage/Newsletter-4-04.htm,
http://www.dlncoalition.org/dln_issues/2003_icwaresolution.htm,
http://www.helpstartshere.org/Default.aspx?PageID=401,
http://cbexpress.acf.hhs.gov/articles.cfm?section_id=2&issue_id=2001-0,
http://thomas.loc.gov/cgibin/query/z?i104:I04296:i104HUGHES.html,
http://nccrest.edreform.net/resource/13704,
http://www.naicja.org,
http://www.tribal-institute.org/.
Tribal College Journal (TCJ) provides to news related to American Indian higher education:
tribalcollegejournal.org.
American Indian Graduate Center: http://www.aigcs.org.
The Minneapolis American Indian Center's Native Path To Wellness Project of the Golden Eagle Program has
developed a publication, Intergenerational Activities from a Native American Perspective that has been
accepted by Penn State for their Intergenerational Web site: http://intergenerational.cas.psu.edu/Global.html.
The Indigenous Nations and Peoples Law, Legal Scholarship Journal has recently been created on line by the
Social
Science
Research Network,
with sponsorship by
the Center for Indigenous Law,
Governance & Citizenship at Syracuse University College of Law. Subscription to the journal is free, by
clicking on: http://hq.ssrn.com/.
The National Council of Urban Indian Health is at: http://www.ncuih.org/.
Wicazo Sa Review, i an interdisciplinary journal devoted to the mission of assisting indigenous peoples of the
Americas in taking possession of their own intellectual and creative pursuits, is at:
https://americanindian.clas.asu.edu/review.
A web site dedicated to tribal finance, www.tribalfinance.org.
Lessons In Tribal Sovereignty, at: http://sorrel.humboldt.edu/~go1/kellogg/intro.html, features Welcome to
American Indian Issues: An Introductory and Curricular Guide for Educators. The contents were made possible
by the American Indian Civics Project (AICP), a project initially funded by the W.K. Kellogg Foundation's
Native American Higher Education Initiative, The primary goal of the AICP is to provide educators with the
tools to educate secondary students - Indian and non-Native alike - about the historical and contemporary
political, economic, and social characteristics of sovereign tribal nations throughout the United States.
The Columbia River Inter-Tribal Fish Commission (CRITFC) has a blog as part of its Celilo Legacy project,
serving as a clearinghouse for public discourse, information, events, activities, and memorials. The blog is
accessible by going to www.critfc.org and clicking on the "Celilo Legacy blog" image, or by simply entering:
www.critfc.org/celilo.
The Coeur d’Alene Tribe of Idaho has Rezkast, a Web site of Native affairs and culture at:
www.rezkast.com.
A listing of the different Alaska Native groups' values and other traditional information is on the Alaska
Native Knowledge website at: www.ankn.uaf.edu.
Red Nation Web Television: www.rednation.com.
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A list of Indigenous Language Conferences is kept at the Teaching Indigenous Languages web site at
Northern Arizona University: http://www2.nau.edu/jar/Conf.html.
UNESCO
Interactive
Atlas
of
the
World's
Languages
in
Danger
is
at
http://www.unesco.org/culture/ich/index.php?pg=00206. For a detailed cautionary note about the usefulness of
the UNESCO Atlas, see Peter K. Austin's comments. He is the Marit Rausing chair in field linguistics and
director of
linguistics at SOAS in
the UK:
http://blogs.usyd.edu.au/elac/2009/02/unescos_atlas_of_the_worlds_la_1.ht
The Council of Elders, the governing authority of the Government Katalla-Chilkat Tlingit (provisional
government): Kaliakh Nation (Region XVII) has initiated a web site in order to expose crimes against
humanity committed upon the original inhabitants of Alaska, at: http://www.katalla-chilkat-tlingit.com/.
An interactive website, www.cherokee.org/allotment, focuses on the Allotment Era in Cherokee History
during the period from 1887 to 1934, when Congress divided American Indian reservation lands into privately
owned parcels that could be (and widely were) sold to non Indians, threatening tribal existence.
The Blue Lake Rancheria of California launched a web site, Fall 2007, featuring the nation’s history,
philosophy, economic enterprise, community involvement, and other topics, with many-links. One purpose of
the site is to make tribal operations transparent. It is at: www.bluelakerancheria-nsn.gov.
UN Secretariat of the Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues: www.un.org/indigenous, The newsletter
Message Stick highlighting the activities of the United Nations Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues
(UNPFII)
and
its
Secretariat
05
is available at:
http://www.un.org/esa/socdev/unpfii/news/quarterlynewsle_home1.htm.
Indigenous Rights Quarterly can be accessed at: http://www.aitpn.org/irq.htm.
NGO Society for Threatened Peoples International, in consultative status to the United Nations ECOSOC,
and in participatory status with the Council of Europe, Indigenous Peoples Department, USA:
http://www.gfbv.de.
The Unrepresented Nations and Peoples Organization (UNPO): http://www.unpo.org/.
The Native Studies Research Network, UK, University of East Anglia, Norwich is at: .http://www.nsrn- uk.org/.
The World Indigenous Higher Education Consortium (WINHEC) and its Journal are online at:
http://www.win-hec.org/. (See the Ongoing Activities Section for more on WINHEC). The WINHEC site
includes links to other Indigenous organizations and institutions.
A
link
on
Latin
American
Indigenous
Peoples:
http://web.worldbank.org/WBSITE/EXTERNAL/COUNTRIES/LACEXT/0,,contentMDK:20505834~menuP
K:258559~pagePK:146736~piPK:226340~theSitePK:258554,00.html
The Asian Indigenous and Tribal Peoples Network produces occasional papers and reports at:
http://www.aitpn.org/Issues/II-08-07.htm.
>>>-------((((+))))-------<<<
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
Visiting Assistant Professor, Native and Indigenous Studies, Occidental College, Los Angeles, CA
Occidental College's transdisciplinary Department of Critical Theory and Social Justice invites applications for a
one-year position as a professor critically engaged in the intersection of native/indigenous feminisms and colonial
studies (settler, franchise, post-, plantation, refugee, chattel, anti-Black, and colonial reversals) as they relate to
power, dispossession, sovereignty, land, and futurities. The Department is also interested in the study of
indigenous peoples in African colonial and post-colonial contexts. Desired secondary specializations may include
interdiscipinary frameworks, such as comparative empire studies, and race/gender/sexuality theory, queer theory,
biopolitics, and social justice.
Occidental College is a highly-selective, urban liberal arts college recognized for its diverse student body, its
commitment to academic excellence and equity, and its undergraduate research programs. Occidental College is an
Equal Opportunity Employer and does not unlawfully discriminate against employees or applicants on the basis of
race, color, religion, sex, sexual orientation, gender identity, gender expression, pregnancy, breastfeeding or related
medical condition, national origin, ancestry, citizenship, age, marital status, physical disability, mental disability,
medical condition, genetic characteristic or information, sexual orientation, military and veteran status, or any
other characteristic protected by State or Federal Law. We strongly encourage all underrepresented candidates,
especially women and persons of color, to apply.
Candidates should send their application as an electronic file to CTSJ2021Search@oxy.edu. Please include: 1) a
cover letter that details interest in teaching at Occidental and a discussion of the applicant’s research and teaching
experience; (2) a statement of teaching philosophy; (3) a sample of scholarly work; (4) Curriculum Vitae; and (5)
three confidential letters of recommendation, including at least one that addresses the applicant’s teaching. All
materials are due no later than January 29, 2021; applications received after the deadline will not be reviewed.
Interviews of semi-finalists will be held via video conference.
For information on the Department of Critical Theory and Social Justice, including current course offerings, please
visit our website at: https://www.oxy.edu/critical-theory-social-justice. Inquiries about the position or the CTSJ
department can be directed to the Department Chair, Professor Caroline Heldman, at CTSJSearch2021@oxy.edu.
>>>>>>>>>>>><<<<<<<<<<<<
CALL FOR OPINION ARTICLES:
CENTRAL AMERICAN ALLIANCE OF INDIGENOUS AND ALTERNATIVE MEDIA
Posted by Cultural Survival, June 22, 2020

Are you passionate about writing? Do you want to share your opinions on matters that affect your Indigenous
community in Central America or Mexico? Do you think that your elected officials are doing good things for
Indigenous Peoples in your country? Do you think that Indigenous Peoples are migrating because of lack of
opportunity in their place of origin? Do you feel that Indigenous Peoples should stand up for their rights as a
community in the face of resource extraction? We want your opinions on these and other relevant topics of interest
to Indigenous Peoples!
What is the Central American Alliance of Indigenous and Alternative Media?
The Central American Alliance of Indigenous and Alternative media (Alianza Centroamericana de Medios
Indígenas y Alternativos) is made up of Cultural Survival, EntreMundos, and the Central American Network of
Indigenous Community Radio(Red Centroamericana de Radios Comunitarias Indígenas, representing 60 radio
stations in 7 Central American countries) and our objective is to support alternative, independent media controlled
by Indigenous Peoples so that they may contribute to effective democracies that provide adequate and precise
information about Indigenous issues to the public.
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What type of articles are we looking for?
•

Articles that tackle a situation or problem faced by any Indigenous community in Central America or
Mexico in an inclusive way, exposing causes and consequences, but also proposing rights, solutions, and/or
alternatives.

•

Articles that are written from the perspective of the author. We are interested in articles that clearly reflect
what the author thinks about a specific topic based on their experience and knowledge and that will spark
an interest in readers.
Articles that explain the topic in a critical manner. The objective is that personal opinion will motivate
readers to reflect and ask questions.

•

•

Articles that have a clear topic and structure, including an introduction, body, and conclusion, using
language that isn’t obscure, as those types of articles are already circulated to a different type of audience.

•
•
•

Citation within the article is fine, but the opinion of the author should be the main focus.
The length should be between 1,000 and 1,200 words.
To learn more about how to write opinion articles, consult the following link: https://concepto.de/articulode-opinion/

What type of authors are we looking for?
•

Indigenous people (community members, Indigenous voices, or Indigenous journalists), activists,
Indigenous leaders or students from Central America or Mexico passionate about writing, who want to
share their ideas and worries about Indigenous topics and are open to learning about and discussing them.

How to apply?
Send us your article attaching a sheet with your name, country, Indigenous Group, email, and phone
to: diana.pastor@culturalsurvival.org
The deadline to send your article is: July 22, 2020.
Regarding the selection, dates, and prizes for the articles:
•

Selected individuals will be contacted at the end of July. It should be noted that there is a possibility that
authors will be asked to edit the content or structure of their articles before they are published.

•

Selected articles will receive a cash award between $50 and $150 USD. The amount awarded to each
author will be decided based on the judgement of the Alliance.

•

Articles will be shared via the online platforms of Cultural Survival and EntreMundos, as well as social
media. They may also be published in two printed magazines.

•

Articles may be used to produce radio material in Spanish and Indigenous languages, which will be
broadcast via community radio throughout Central America and Mexico.

To learn more about the Alliance’s member organizations and their primary work, consult the following links:
Cultural Survival: https://www.culturalsurvival.org/
EntreMundos: http://entremundos.org/ y http://revista.entremundos.org/
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Central American Network of Indigenous Community
Radio: https://www.facebook.com/RedCAComIndigena/
+-->>><><<<--+
The Association for Economic Research of Indigenous Peoples is a professional association of economists,
political scientists, sociologists, policy practitioners, and others who are interested in economic research related to
Indigenous peoples across the globe. Those who do economic research concerning Indigenous peoples may wish to
share their work. For information go to: https://www.aeripecon.org.
•+∞§>>>>>>>>>>>>>><O><<<<<<<<<<<<∞§+•
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