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~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
INDIGENOUS POLICY PLANS FOR 2020-21
WE INVITE YOUR HELP AND INPUT
We wish you a fine summer. Indigenous Policy journal is available on the web with e-mail
notification of new issues at no charge. Indigenous Policy puts out two regular issues a year
(Summer and Winter), and since summer 2006. IPJ has added a news page at:
http://www.indigenouspolicy.org/news where some important news and information will be posted
on occasion between issues. We have been publishing a fall issue serving as the Proceedings
of the Western Social Science Association Meeting American Indian Studies Section,
however, we will not do so this fall a WSSA has put its entire 2020 meeting on-line as a virtual
meeting and proceedings at: http://www.wssaweb.com. We are seeking additional editors,
columnists and commentators for regular issues, and editors or editorial groups for special issues,
and short articles for each issue. We have via our web site, a regularly updated and searchable data
base of Ph.D. Dissertations from Universities Around the World on Topics Relating to Indians in
the Americas, compiled by Jonathon Erlen and Jay Toth from Dissertation Abstracts, with recent
dissertations also listed separately in each of our regular Summer and Winter issues. IPJ is on faceBook, including some important updates since the last issue, at: https://www.facEBook.com/indigenouspolicyjournal.
As IPJ is a refereed journal, articles may be posted on a different schedule from the rest of the
journal. New articles may go up either at the same time as regular issues, or be added to already
posted issues, and may or may not remain up when issues change, until replaced by new articles.
Notices go out to our list serve when new issues are posted, and when new articles are posted. To
be added to the list to receive e-mail notice of new postings of issues, and new postings of articles,
send an e-mail to Steve Sachs: ssachs@earthlink.net.
IPJ has been publishing special issues from time to time since winter 2002 and will continue to
do so. These are usually on specific issues. In addition, the Fall issues of IPJ has been devoted to
carrying the Proceedings of the American Indian Studies Section of the Western Social Science
Association Meeting held the preceding April, but with the entire WSSA meeting on the web this
year, it is unnecessary to do so. We invite articles, reports, announcements and reviews of
meetings, and media, programs and events, and short reports of news, commentary and exchange
of views, as well as willingness to put together special issues.
Send us your thoughts and queries about issues and interests and replies can be printed in the
next issue and/or made by e-mail. In addition, we will carry Indigenous Studies Network (ISN)
news and business so that these pages can be a source of ISN communication and dialoguing in
addition to circular letters and annual meetings at APSA. In addition to being the newsletter/journal
of the Indigenous Studies Network, we collaborate with the Native American Studies Section of
the Western Social Science Association (WSSA) and provide a dialoguing vehicle for all our
readers. This is your publication. Please let us know if you would like to see more, additional,
different, or less coverage of certain topics, or a different approach or format.
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IPJ is a refereed journal. Submissions of articles should go to Editor: Leo Killsback, American
Indian Studies, Arizona State University, Discovery Hall, Room 356, P.O. Box 874603, Tempe,
AZ 85287-4603, (480)727-0061, lkkillsback@gmail.com, who will send them out for review. Our
process is for non-article submissions to go to Steve Sachs, who drafts each regular issue. Unsigned
items are by Steve. Other editors then make editing suggestions to Steve. Thomas Brasdefer posts
this Journal on the IPJ web site: http://www.indigenouspolicy.org.
Statement of Purpose
Indigenous Policy Journal Standards and Philosophy of Publication of Scholarly Articles
In its publication of double-blind, peer-reviewed scholarly articles, the Indigenous Policy
Journal aspires the highest standards of scholarly edification and discourse on policy issues facing
Indigenous peoples. In doing so, the IPJ is informed by the important national and international
policy goals of self-determination and continuance of cultural values of indigenous people. We
advise those submitting their articles to be aware of the United Nations Declaration of the Rights
of Indigenous Peoples, which provides useful guidelines for scholarly inquiry and study of
practically any policy issue that contributes to the continuance of indigenous peoples.
GUIDE TO SUBMITTING WRITINGS TO IPJ
We most welcome submissions of articles, commentary, news, media notes and
announcements in some way relating to American Indian or international Indigenous policy issues,
broadly defined. Please send article submissions electronically attached to e-mail to Editor: Leo
Killsback, American Indian Studies, Arizona State University, Discovery Hall, Room 356, P.O.
Box 874603, Tempe, AZ 85287-4603, (480)727-0061, lkkillsback@gmail.com, who will send
them out for review. All non-article submissions (including Research Notes, which usually are
non-refereed articles) go via e-mail to Steve Sachs: ssachs@earthlink.net, or on disk, at: 1916 San
Pedro, NE, Albuquerque, NM, 87110. If you send writings in Word format, we know we can work
with them. We can translate some, but not all other formats into word. If you have notes in your
submission, please put them in manually, as end notes as part of the text. Do not use an automated
footnote/end note system that numbers the notes as you go and put them in a footer such automated
notes are often lost, and if not, may appear elsewhere in the journal, and not in your article, as
several writings are posted together in the same file. If you use any tables in a submission, please
send a separate file(s) for them, as it is impossible to work with them to put on the web when they
are an integral part of a Word text. Some other format/style things are helpful to us, and
appreciated, but not an absolute requirement. As we publish in 12-point Times font, with single
spacing, and a space between paragraphs. It saves us work if we receive writings that way. Many
thanks. We look forward to seeing what you send us.
=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=
UPCOMING EVENTS
The COVID-19 (Coronavirus) Pandemic has caused the cancelation or postponement of
many events. American Indian and Alaska Native related events that have been changed are
listed in "What's open and closed in Indian Country," in "Indian Country's COVID-19
syllabus," ICT,
*Last updated: Wednesday, March 25 at 6 p.m. EDT,
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https://indiancountrytoday.com/news/indian-country-s-covid-19-syllabus-EiN-p5Q-XkWsmnaebJV6Q."
ISN PROGRAM AT APSA 2019, September 10-13, 2019, in San Francisco, CA
MOVED TO BEING VIRTUAL
The Indigenous Studies Network (ISN) will put on one panel and a talking circle/buiness meeting
at the Virtual 2020 American Political Science Association (APSA) Meeting, originally scheduled
for September 10 – 13, 2020, in San Francisco, CA,
For more information contact ISN Chair Richard Witmer, Creighton
University, RichardWitmer@creighton.edu, or http://www.apsanet.org.
Indigenous Challenges to the State: Organization and Policy Opposition
Thu, September 10, 8:00 to 9:30am, This panel examines Indigenous resistance and opposition to
external policy threats to Native people. By drawing on policy examples including termination,
water, and mining, from diverse Indigenous communities, this panel provides insight into
different approaches to resist the imposition of state policy on Native communities.
Chair: Richard C. Witmer, Creighton University
Christine Pappas, East Central University, As Long as the Waters Flow: Native American
Water Policy in Oklahoma
Maya Van Nuys, University of Chicago, Indigenous Networks and Collective Action: Response
to U.S. Termination Policy
Yojana Miraya Oscco, University of Toronto, Quechua Indigenous Political Organization Case
of Study Peru-Apurimac
Nikas Kindo, Tata Institute of Social Sciences, Resource Extraction and Rentier State in the
Making of Everyday Exclusion
Discussant, Andrew A. Szarejko, Georgetown University,
Raymond Orr, The University of Oklahoma
Indigenous Studies Network Talking Circle, Fri, September 11, 7:00 to 8:00am:
Chair: Richard C. Witmer, Creighton University
Indigenous Studies & Political Science Mini-Conferences
cosponsored by ISN and a group from the Clairmont University
Indigenous Studies & Political Science Mini-Conference: The Institutional Determinants of
Indigenous Political Representation in the Americas, Sat, September 12, 10:00 to 11:30am
Chair, Todd A. Eisenstadt, American University,
Christopher Lee Carter, UC-Berkeley, Voting against Autonomy: Indigenous Self-Governance
in Latin America
Laura E. Evans, University of Washington, Taking the Lead: Native Nations' Climate Change
Mitigation Policies
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Tulia G. Falleti, University of Pennsylvania, Prior Consultation in Chile: Consultitis or
Meaningful Instrument of Change?
Roberta L. Rice, University of Calgary, Indigenous Governance Innovation in Canada and Latin
America: Key Practices and Challenges
Discussant, Allyson L. Benton, City, University of London
TEST Indigenous Studies and Political Science: Reconsidering Nation, Representation, and
Citizenship, Sat, September 12, 8:00am to 5:30pm,
Christopher Lee Carter, UC-Berkeley
Todd A. Eisenstadt, American University,
Marianne O. Nielsen, Northern Arizona University
Karen Jarratt-Snider, Northern AZ University
Joseph John Dietrich
Kara Mazareas
Jason N. Chavez
Nina Katherine Siegel McMurry, Massachusetts Institute of Technology
Edgar Franco Vivanco, University of Michigan
Owen Rhys Brown, Northwestern University
Richard C. Witmer, Creighton University
Arturo Chang, Northwestern University
Glen S. Coulthard
Jean Reith Schroedel, Claremont Graduate University
Laura E. Evans, University of Washington
David E. Wilkins, University of Richmond
Kimberly R Marion Suiseeya
Uahikea Maile, University of Toronto
Heidi Kiiwetinepinesiik Stark, University of Victoria
David Temin, University of Michigan
Andrew A. Szarejko, Georgetown University
OJ Semans, Four Directions
Bret Healy
James Thomas Tucker
Raymond Foxworth, First Nations Development Institute
Steven Boos, Maynes, Bradford, Shipps, and Sheftel
Patricia Ferguson-Bohnee, Arizona State University
Nina Katherine Siegel McMurry, Massachusetts Institute of Technology
Edgar Franco Vivanco, University of Michigan
Owen Rhys Brown, Northwestern University
Rebecca Ann Reid, University of Texas al El Paso
Tulia G. Falleti, University of Pennsylvania
Roberta L. Rice, University of Calgary
Allyson L. Benton, City, University of London
Indigenous Studies & Political Science Mini-Conference: The Lingering Political Effect of
Marginalization on Native American Communities, Sat, September 12, 2:00 to 3:30pm
Chair: Richard C. Witmer, Creighton University
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Aaron H. Berg, California State University, Fullerton, Political Trust and Native American
Electoral Participation: An Analysis of Survey Data from Nevada and South Dakota
Karen Jarratt-Snider, Northern AZ University and Marianne O. Nielsen, Northern Arizona
University, Continuing Political Marginalization and Social Harms Affecting Indigenous Peoples
in the United States
Joseph John Dietrich and Kara Mazareas, Litigation Abuses, Municipal Insurance Pools, and
Disenfranchisement in Indian Country: A Case Analysis
Jason N. Chavez, The Cost of Early Voting: Native American Voters and Convenience Voting
Systems
Discussants: Laura E. Evans, University of Washington
David E. Wilkins, University of Richmond
Indigenous Studies & Political Science Mini-Conference: Approaches to the Study of
Indigenous Politics: Theoretical and Methodological Considerations, Sat, September 12,
4:00 to 5:30pm, Roundtable
Chair, Chair, Christopher Lee Carter, UC-Berkeley
Nina Katherine Siegel McMurry, Massachusetts Institute of Technology
Edgar Franco Vivanco, University of Michigan
Owen Rhys Brown, Northwestern University
Arturo Chang, Northwestern University
Jean Reith Schroedel, Claremont Graduate University
Owen Rhys Brown, Northwestern University
Indigenous Studies & Political Science Mini-Conference: Contentions of Representation,
Sovereignty, and Citizenship Across Contexts Name, Sat, September 12, 8:00 to 9:30am
Chair, Glen Sean Coulthard
Arturo Chang, Northwestern University, Subverting Nature: Indigenous and Afro-Colombian
Responses to Elite Republicanism in New Granada
Kimberly R Marion Suiseeya, Towards an International Politics of Representation: Indigenous
Peoples' Pursuits of Justice in Global Environmental Governance"
Uahikea Maile, University of Toronto, He Makana Ea: Maunakea and the Gifts of Sovereignty
in Hawai'i
Heidi Kiiwetinepinesiik Stark, University of Victoria, Ando-bawachigeyan: Indigeneity and
Indigenous Resurgence
Discussants, David Temin, University of Michigan
Andrew A. Szarejko, Georgetown University
Indigenous Studies & Political Science Mini-Conference: The Struggle for Political
Representation: Practioners and Academics, Roundtable, Sat, September 12, 12:00 to
1:30pm
Chair: Jean Reith Schroedel, Claremont Graduate University

8

David E. Wilkins, University of Richmond
OJ Semans, Four Directions
Bret Healy
James Thomas Tucker
Raymond Foxworth, First Nations Development Institute
Steven Boos, Maynes, Bradford, Shipps, and Sheftel
Patricia Ferguson-Bohnee, Arizona State University
Other Indigenous Panels, Papers and Posters at APSA 2020
Other Indigenous Panels,
Emerging Research from the Field of Indigenous Politics, A Roundtable,
Fri, September 11, 8:00 to 9:30am:
Chair: Kimberly Mealy, American Political Science Association
Miriam R. Jorgensen, University of Arizona
Richard C. Witmer, Creighton University
Gabriel Sanchez, University of New Mexico
Raymond Foxworth, First Nations Development Institute
Laura E. Evans, University of Washington
Kirsten M. Carlson, Wayne State University
Danielle Hiraldo, University of Arizona/Native Nations Institute
Indigineity, Nativity and Boundaries of Exclusion, Thu, September 10, 12:00 to 1:30pm,
Chair, Angel Saavedra Cisneros, St. Norbert College
Ngoc Phan, Hawaii Pacific University, The Political Legacy of US Occupation on "Native
Hawaiian" Identity.
John Michael Burnett, Loren Collingwood, UC Riverside, Voting Reservations: How Identity
Influences Voting Behavior of Tribal Citizens
Paula Mohan, UW-Madison, Bridging Jurisdictional Gaps: Collaborative Efforts to Protect
Native Women
Monica W Varsanyi, CUNY Graduate Center
The Nativist Roots of State-Level Voter Suppression Laws: Case Study Kansas
Discussant: Andrew A. Szarejko, Georgetown University
Policy Diffusion across U.S. State or Tribal Boundaries, Thu, September 10, 10:00 to
11:30am
Chair, Frederick J. Boehmke, University of Iowa
Loren Collingwood, UC Riverside, Stephanie L. DeMora, University of California, Riverside,
Sustained Organizational Influence: A Growing Threat
Shane D. Day, Portland State University, Inter-tribal Policy Diffusion and Demonstration
Effects
(Other papers are not on Indigenous topics, and it is unknown if they have Indigenous
references)
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Indigenous Political Thought: Resurgence and Return, Thu, September 10, 10:00 to 11:30am
Chair, Timothy P. Waligore, Pace University
Sophie Major, UC Berkeley, Approaches to Indigenous Political Thought: Cultural Knowledge
and Worldviews
Yann Allard-Tremblay, Glendon College - York University, The Flying Heads of Settler
Colonialism,
Michael R. James, Bucknell University, Constituencies and the Democratic Boundary Problem
Discussant, Timothy P. Waligore, Pace University
Other Indigenous Papers
Carew E. Boulding, University of Colorado, Boulder and Raymond Foxworth, First Nations
Development Institute, Indigenous Political Participation in Latin America in Parties and
Linkages in the Global South
Thu, September 10, 2:00 to 3:30pm,
Kenneth F. Greene, University of Texas, Austin, Money Can’t Buy You Love: The Limits of
Machine Politics in Modern Democracy in Parties and Linkages in the Global South, Thu,
September 10, 2:00 to 3:30pm, TBA
Nina Katherine Siegel McMurry, Massachusetts Institute of Technology, Indigenous Autonomy
and National Identity, and State Power in the Philippines, in National Identity and its
Consequences in Comparative Perspective, Sun, September 13, 10:00 to 11:30am
Nina Katherine Siegel McMurry, Massachusetts Institute of Technology, in National Identity
and its Consequences in Comparative Perspective, Sun, September 13, 10:00 to 11:30am
Richard C. Witmer, Creighton University, Frederick J. Boehmke, University of Iowa,
Joshua Johnson, Kennesaw State University, Indigenous Policy in the American States, in
Policymaking and Responsiveness in States and Localities
Fri, September 11, 4:00 to 5:30pm.
Rachel Wellhausen, University of Texas at Austin, Calvin Thrall, University of Texas at Austin,
Elite Endorsement and Public Support for FDI: Evidence from an Indian Nation in The Domestic
Politics of Foreign Direct Investment and Multinational Firms
Thu, September 10, 10:00 to 11:30am
Giulia Oskian, Yale University, Local Government Reconsidered: Tocqueville on American
Towns and Indian Villages, in Reassessing French Liberalism, Sun, September 13, 10:00 to
11:30am
Kouslaa Kessler-Mata, University of San Francisco, author of American Indians and the Trouble
with Sovereignty, in a discussion in Authors Meet Authors: Solidarities and Injustices, Fri,
September 11, 10:00am to 1:30pm
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Samuel Piccolo, Philosophic Affinities: Indigenous Political Theory and Conservatism, in
Colonialism and Transnationalism, Fri, September 11, 12:00 to 1:30pm
Leila Ben Abdallah, Yale University, Witnessing Whiteness: William Apess' Decolonial
Imagination in Counter-Narratives of Community, Sat, September 12, 10:00 to 11:30am
Other Indigenous Posters
Rudabeh Shahid, University of York, Social Capital Formation among Vulnerable Muslims of
Rakhine and Assam
It is possible that additional Indigenous or American Indian panels, papers, or posters
may be located by further search of the APSA 2020 Annual Meeting Program:
https://convention2.allacademic.com/one/apsa/apsa20/index.php?cmd=Prepare+Online+Program
&program_focus=main&PHPSESSID=j0653n2f713diob4id8nqqsidu.
WSSA 2021 AMERICAN INDIAN STUDIES SECTION PROGRAM, March 24-27, 2021
The American Indian Studies Section of the Western Social Science Association, at its 63rd
meeting, expects to again have a full program of panels at the association's meeting at the
2020 conference Albuquerque, NM at the Hyatt Downtown, March 24, 2021, through March
27, 2021
Paper/panel proposals for the American Indian Studies Section can either be submitted on line by
going to: http://www.wssaweb.com, or by sending them (preferably by E-mail) to AIS section
coordinator: Dr. Leo Killsback: Leo.Killsback@asu.edu. Deadline for proposals, including
abstracts, may be December 1, 2020. Information, which will eventually include the preliminary
program, can be accessed on-line at: http://www.wssaweb.com.
The 2020 virtual program is on-line at http://www.wssaweb.com. Only persons who
registered for the conference will be able to access the conference site, and comment on the
presentations, during the conference period, June 18 - September 30, 2020. From October 1, 2020,
through September 30, 2021, the site will be open for public viewing, but the comment function
will be closed.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
A list of Indigenous Language Conferences is kept at the Teaching Indigenous Languages web
site at Northern Arizona University: http://www2.nau.edu and among a large number of
linguistic
conferences
of
all
types
at:
http://linguistlist.org/callconf/browsecurrent.cfm?type=Conf, and for bilingual education in the U.S. (and some beyond) at Dual
Language Education of New Mexico: http://www.dlenm.org. A list of conferences which have a
particular focus on language documentation and conservation is found at The Resource
Network for Linguistic Diversity (RNLD) at: http://www.rnld.org/conferences. A list of
Language conferences and symposia is posted by AILA (Association Internationale de
Linguistique Appliquee) at: https://aila.info.
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The D'Arcy McNickle Center for American Indian and Indigenous Studies at the Newberry
Library, in Chicago, has an on-going Newberry Library Seminar in American Indian Studies on
Wednesdays from 5:30 - 7:30 pm at the Newberry, 60 West Walton Street, Chicago, Illinois with
a meal included. “We will pre-circulate papers to those planning to attend. If you cannot attend
and want to read a paper, please contact the author directly. To receive a copy of a paper, email
mcnickle@newberry.org or call (312) 255-3552. Papers are available for request two weeks prior
to the seminar date. Please include your email address in all correspondence.” There are other
occasional events. E-mail: mcnickle@newberry.org or call (312)255-3564 to receive a copy of the
paper via E-mail. For more on this and other events at the Newberry Library go to:
http://www.newberry.org/mcnickle/AISSeminar.html.
National Center for Great Lakes Native American Culture, Inc. P O Box 1063 Portland, IN
47371 Home: 4950 North 750 East Attica, IN 47918 765-426-3022, www.ncglnac.org,
kay.neumayr@ncglnac.com, holds events throughout the year, including: 2018 NCGLNAC
Academic Conference: Great Principal Peacetime Chiefs, April 21, 2018, in the Bubp Building,
Jay County Fairgrounds, Portland, Indiana.
The University of North Carolina Pembroke, Pembroke, NC runs an ongoing Native
American Speakers Series, usually announced shortly ahead of time, and often at the Museum
of the Southeast American Indian, University of North Carolina Pembroke, Pembroke, NC.
Among the upcoming sessions in the speakers’ series is: actress Diane Guerrero, who is best
known for her roles on the Netflix series Orange is the New Black and Superior Donuts on CBS,
April 16, 2019. For more information, email ais@uncp.edu, or call 910.521.6266. Admission to
the series is free, and it is open to the public.
The Southwestern Political Science Association, which has a Race, Ethnicity and Politics Section,
meets with the Southwestern Social Science Association every October, and often has, and is open
to proposals for Indigenous panels and papers. Upcoming meetings are: Austin, Texas, Hyatt
Regency, October 29-31, 2020; New Orleans, Louisiana, The Monteleone, October 7-9, 2021; San
Antonio, Texas, Hyatt Regency, October 6-8, 2022; Fort Worth, Texas, The Omni, October 26-28,
2023. For more information go to: https://sssaonline.org/annual-meeting/future-meetings/.
NIRAKN Indigenous Knowledge Production: Generating Change through Connections at
the University if Melbourne, in Melbourne, Australia, offers numerous seminars, lectures and
discussions on a range of Indigenous topics. For information go to: http://www.nirakn.edu.au
~~~~
3rd Annual National Native Health Research Training Conference is June 29-July 1, 2020 at
Pechanga Resort & Casino, Temecula, CA. For details go to: http://www.aihec.org/who-weare/calendar.htm.
Affiliated Tribes of Northwest Indians (ATNI) Mid Year Convention 2020 has been moved
on the web. For details go to: http://www.atnitribes.org.
2020 NHLRC Heritage Language Teacher Workshop is on line, July 6-24, 2020. For details
go to: https://nhlrc.ucla.edu/nhlrc/article/220544.
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American Indian Higher Education Consortium (AIHEC) Summer Board Meeting is July 810, 2020, at Leech Lake Tribal College in Minnesota. For details visit: http://www.aihec.org/whowe-are/calendar.htm.
2020 international First Nations Mens health conference is in Sydney, NSW, Australia, 2729 July 2020. For details go to: https://www.icsconferences.org/2020-mens-conference. Check to
see if postponed.
12th international Closing The Gap Indigenous Health Conference was scheduled for
Mercure Sydney NSW, 27-29 July, 2020, but has been postponed until February 2021. For
details go to: https://www.icsconferences.org.
2020 international First Nations womens health conference is at Mercure Sydney NSW, 2729 July 2020. For details go to: https://www.icsconferences.org. Check to see if postponed.
American Indian Higher Education Consortium (AIHEC) Annual TCU Meeting at SKC is
at Salish Kootenai College in Pablo, MT, July 27-31, 2020. For details visit:
http://www.aihec.org/who-we-are/calendar.htm.
Tribal/Interior Budget Council meeting will be on line July 28-30, 2020. For details visit:
http://www.ncai.org/events/2020/07/28/tribal-interior-budget-council.
NCAIS Summer Institute, may be in July and August 2020. For more information go to:
www.newberry.org/mcnickle.
AILA (Association Internationale de Linguistique Appliquee) World Congress will take
August 9-14, 2020, at The University of Groningen, in Groningen, The Netherlands. Visit the
Congress website <aila2017.com.br> for more detailed information about the venue and the
conference, or go to: http://www.aila.info.
The 16th Giving the Gift of Language: A Teacher Training Workshop for Native Language
Instruction and Acquisition, SILC: Strengthening Indigenous Languages and Cultures: A
Teacher Training Workshop for Native Language Instruction and Acquisition is August 1415, 2020 in Ferndale, WA. For information visit: http://www.nsilc.org/index.htm or
https://www.umt.edu/nsilc/.
International Research Conference- Join Us in Cartagena! Join NAAAS & Affiliates in
Cartagena, Colombia, South America for our 2020 International Research Conference. The event
will be co-hosted by the Corporación Universitaria Autónoma de Nariño, August 16-27, 2020. For
details go to: https://www.naaas.org.
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2020 Tribal Self-Governance Conference is August 24-28, 2020 at the Hyatt Regency SFO,
Burlingame, CA. For more information visit: http://www.ncai.org/conferences-events/nationalevents.
14th Biannual Advocates for Indigenous California Language Survival in 2020. has been
postponed, "We at AICLS have decided to postpone all in-person gatherings for at least the
remainder of the 2020 year. Our events and activities will be moved to online platforms and
we are planning to host special presentations available through Zoom, Facebook and
YouTube. For details visit: http://www.aicls.org.
53rd Annual Meeting of the British Association for Applied Linguistics: "Challenges and
Opportunities in Applied Linguistics" is September 3–5, 2020, at Northumbria University,
Newcastle, UK, For details go to: https://aila.info/.
13th International Conference on the Environmental Management of Enclosed Coastal Seas
(EMECS 12) is September 7, 2020, at University of Hull, Kingston upon Hull, U.K. For details
go to: https://www.emecs.or.jp/en/topics/item385.
Third Quarterly National Indian Health Board (NIHB) Board Meeting is September 13, 2020
in Anchorage, Alaska. For details visit: http://www.ncai.org/conferences-events/ncai-events.
Native American Journalists Association (NAJA) - 2020 National Native Media Conference
in association with the 2020 Native American Nutrition Conference is September 13-16 ,2020.
in Phoenix, AZ. For information go to: https://najanewsroom.com.
NIHB’s 37th Annual National Tribal Health Conference is September 14-19, 2020 at Dena’ina
Convention Center, Anchorage, Alaska. For details visit: http://www.ncai.org/conferencesevents/ncai-events.
22nd Annual American Indian Tourism Conference (AITC) is September 14-17, 2020 at We-KoPa Resort & Conference Center. For details visit: http://www.ncai.org/conferencesevents/ncai-events.
The 8th World Sustainability Forum will be held from 14-19 September 2020 in Geneva,
Switzerland. For details visit: http://wsforum.org.
Native American Finance Officers Association (NAFOA0 2020 Fall Finance & Tribal
Economies Conference is September 20-22, 2020 at Pechanga Resort & Casino, Temecula, CA.
For details go to: https://www.nafoa.org/events/2020-fall-finance-tribal-economies-conference.
8th Annual Sustainable Development Conference will be in Autumn 2020. Our Sustainable
Development Conference - Green technology, Renewable energy and Environmental
protection, annually held in Bangkok is a perfect place to meet world’s leading professionals,
scholars and governmental representatives form all over the world in the fields of sustainable
development, green energy and environmental protection. For information go to:
www.sdconference.org.
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49th Annual Meeting of the Linguistic Association of the Southwest will be virtual, September
24 – 26, 2020. For details go to: http://clas.ucdenver.edu/lasso/index.html.
National Intertribal Tax Conference 21st Annual is September 28-October 1, 2020
Riverspirit Casino and Resort Tulsa Oklahoma. For details visit: http://www.ncai.org/conferencesevents/ncai-events.
7th International Center for Ethnic and Religious Conflict and Economic development: Is
There a Correlation (ICERM) International Conference is in New York City, September 29October 1, 2020. Peace and conflict resolution scholars, practitioners, traditional rulers and leaders,
indigenous leaders, policy makers, and students from many countries around the world are
gathering for the first time in New York City to exchange ideas on the traditional systems of
conflict resolution. For details visit: www.icermediation.org.
22nd Diné Studies Conference may be in October 2020 at Diné College, Tsaile, Arizona. For
details visit: https://dinestudies.org/conferences/.
3rd International Conference on Revitalization of Indigenous and Minoritized Languages
may be in October 2020. For details go to: https://ssila.org/conferences
NAAAS Regional Conference in the North East may be in October 2020. For details visit:
https://www.naaas.org/naaas-regional-conference/.
2020 World Indigenous Business Forum may be in October 2020. For details go to:
http://wibf.ca/.
First Alaskans Institute’s 37th Annual Elders & Youth Conference (Elders & Youth)
may be in October 2020 in Anchorage, Alaska. For information go to:
https://firstalaskans.org/leadership-development/elders-youth-conference/.
UCLA IAC Fall Forum may be in October 2020, at the James West Alumni Center, UCLA,
Los Angeles, CA. For information visit:
https://www.aisc.ucla.edu/events/iac_fallforum2018.aspx.
9th Annual Indigenous Language (ILI) Symposium: Second Language Learners for 2020:
"Indigenous Language Institute (ILI) is monitoring the COVID-19 situation closely, and
with the official declaration of this status as a “national emergency”, we have postponed our
national training workshops for the time being. "For information visit: https://ilinative.org.
The 15th International MEDCOAST Congress on Coastal and Marine Sciences,
Engineering, Management & Conservation may be in October 2020. For details go to:
conference.medcoast.net, or medcoast@medcoast.net, http://www.medcoast.net/.
American Indian Higher Education Consortium (AIHEC) 2020 Fall Board Meeting is
October 4-6, 2020 in Albuquerque, NM. For information go to: http://www.aihec.org/who-weare/calendar.cfm.
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National Indian Education Association (NIEA) Convention and Market Place is October 710, 2020, in Albuquerque, NM. For information go to: http://www.aihec.org/who-weare/calendar.cfm.
The National Association for Multicultural Education: NAME 2020 Annual International
Conference: is in Montgomery, AL, October 7-11, 2020. For details visit:
http://www.nameorg.org/.
Embracing Languages and Cultures for a Better World: Eighth International Conference on
Immersion and Dual Language Education is October 7–10, 2020, Grand America Hotel, Salt
Lake
City,
UT.
For
information
visit:
https://l2trec.utah.edu/dliimmersionconference/index.php.
The Indigenous Studies Section will put on panels at the Midwest Popular Culture
Association/Midwest American Culture Association Annual Conference, October 10-13,
2020, at the Hyatt Regency, 151 W 5th St, Cincinnati, OH 45202. Send questions and inquiries to
the Area Chair, Anthony Adah at tony.adah@gmail.com. For more information about the
conference, including how to submit to a different area, please visit the conference website
at http://www.mpcaaca.org.
Annual Conference for Community-Based Heritage Language School Representatives is
October 10, 2020, at American University School of Education, Spring Valley Building, Room
602, 4801 Massachusetts Ave NW, Washington, DC 20016. For details go to:
http://heritagelanguageschools.org/coalition/conference.
2020 AISES National Conference is October 15-17, 2020, at the Spokane Convention Center,
Spokane, WA. For details visit: http://www.ncai.org/conferences-events/ncai-events.
WABE Fall Institute is October 15 - October 17 at Wenatchee Convention Center, 121 N
Wenatchee, Ave., Wenatchee, WA 98801. For details visit: https://wabewa.org/events/.
National Indian Gaming Association (NIGA) Mid-Year Conference & Expo is October 1921, 2020 at Pechanga Resort Casino, Temecula, CA. For details go to:
https://indiangaming.org/events.
2020 International Mental Health Conference is at Mercure Brisbane, QLD, Australia,
October 19-21 2020. For details go to: https://www.icsconferences.org/2020-mental-health.
first Nations allied health conference is at Mercure BRISBANE qld, October 19-21, 2020. For
details go to: https://www.icsconferences.org.
3rd National INDIGENOUS NDIS: working towards a better future through partnerships
and co-operation Conference is at Mercure BRISBANE qld, October 19-21, 2020. For details go
to: https://www.icsconferences.org.
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2020 INTERNATIONAL SUICIDE PREVENTION CONFERENCE is at Mercure
BRISBANE qld, October 21-23 2020. For details go to: https://www.icsconferences.org.
L2DL 2020: Critical Transnational Dialogue and Virtual Exchange is October 19, 20-24, 2020
at the University of Arizona, Tucson, AZ and Online. For details go to CERCIL:
https://cercll.arizona.edu/upcoming-events/.
The Fourteenth MEDCOAST Congress on Coastal and Marine Sciences, Engineering,
Management & Conservation (MEDCOAST 19) is October 22-26, 2020 at Club Yazici Turban
Hotel, Marmaris, Turkey. For details visit: https://www.medcoast.net.
The 52nd Algonquian Conference is at the University of Wisconsin-Madison in Madison, WI,
October
23-25,
2020.
Information
will
eventually
be
available
at:
https://algonquianconference.atlas-ling.ca/eng/conference/.
FALCON 2020 Conference is October 24-26, 2020, at the Hotel Albuquerque in Albuquerque,
New Mexico. For details visit: http://www.aihec.org/who-we-are/calendar.htm, or
https://www.falcontribalcollege.org/annual-conference.
Association on American Indian Affairs 6th Annual Repatriation Conference is October 26,
2020 in Denver, CO. For details visit: http://www.ncai.org/conferences-events/ncai-events.
Construction in Indian Country 2020 National Conference is Oct 28-30, 2020 at
Gila River Hotel & Casino - Wild Horse Pass, Chandler, AZ. For details visit:
http://www.ncai.org/conferences-events/ncai-events.
2020 IRAAL annual conference may be in November 2020 at the National University of Ireland,
Galway, Ireland. For details go to: https://iraal2019nuigalway.home.blog/.
National Center for Great Lakes Native American Culture, 2020 NCGLNAC Academic
Conference may be in November 2020. For details visit: www.ncglnac.org.
The 4td Annual Honoring Native Foodways may be in November 2020, in the University Center
Annex, University of North Carolina, Pembroke. For information go to: https://www.uncp.edu/.
Annual Tusweca Tiospaye 2019, Lakota Dakota Nakota Language Summit and First Nations
Education Summit may be in November 2019 in Rapid City, SD. For details visit:
http://tuswecatiospaye.org/.
51st Anniversary of the Occupation of Alcatraz by the Indians of All Tribes is in November
2020
on
Alcatraz
Island.
For
information
all
(925)
297-5343
or
email alltribesday2019@gmail.com (from: https://www.aisc.ucla.edu/news/nannounce.aspx).
American Society for Ethnohistory Annual Conference 2020 is November 4-8, 2020, at the
21C Museum Hotel in Durham: https://www.21cmuseumhotels.com/durham/. For details go to:
http://ethnohistory.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/04/Call-for-Papers.pdf.
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#2019NAME Decolonizing Minds: Forging a New Future through Multicultural Education
is November 6-10, 2019 in Tucson, AZ. For details visit: https://www.nameorg.org.
2020 NCAI Annual Convention & Marketplace is November 8-13, 2020 in Oregon Convention
Center, Portland, OR. For details visit: http://www.ncai.org/conferences-events/ncai-events.
La Cosecha, 2 4th A n n u a l D u al Language C o n f e r e n c e is N o v e m b e r 13- 16, 2 0 19 ,
I n A l b u q u e r q u e , N M . F o r d eta ils v isi t: htt ps:/ /www.l a c ose c ha c onf e r e nc e.or g.
First Nations Diabetes, Wellness and Chronic Disease conferences are November 16-18, 2020
in Calma, Australia. For details visit: https://www.icsconferences.org.
Fourth Quarterly NIHB Board Meeting is November 17-19, 2020
Washington, DC. For details visit: http://www.ncai.org/conferences-events/ncai-events.
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2020 SICC First Nations Language Keepers Gathering is in Saskatoon Inn & Conference
Centre, Canada, November 17-18, 2020. For information visit: http://www.sicc.sk.ca/2018-firstnations-language-keepers-gathering.html.
CSU Water in the West Symposium is rescheduled for November 18-19, 2019 in Denver,
CO. For details visit: https://nwc.colostate.edu/water-in-the-west-2019/.
9th Biennial International Indigenous Research Conference is November 18-20, 2020, will be
devoted entirely to an online "Gathering of Indigenous Minds" and the IIRC20 online
environment will enable us to reach nationally and internationally and to continue to share and
engage during these times of global restrictions. For information visit:
http://www.indigenousresearchconference.ac.nz.
The Applied Linguistics Conference 2019 is November 25-25 at Curtin University, Perth,
Australia. For information visit: http://www.alaa-alanz2019conference.com.
46th Anniversary Conference: International Indian Treaty Council is in Waitangi, Aoteroa (New
Zealand),
November
30-December
3,
2020.
For
information
go
to:
https://www.iitc.org/conferences-events/treaty-conference/.
The 2020 International Conference of Indigenous Archives, Libraries, and Museums
(ATALM) is: Summits, tours and workshops - November 30-December 2, 2020 at Renaissance
Washington, DC Downtown Hotel, 999 9th Street NW, Washington, DC. For information, visit:
http://www.atalm.org. Please direct questions to atalminfo@gmail.com.
7th Annual International Conference on Poverty and Sustainable Development may be in
December 2020. For information go to: http://povertyconferences.com.
The 51st annual conference of the Australian Linguistic Society, 2020, may be in December,
2020. For information go to: https://als.asn.au.
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Foundation for Endangered Languages (FEL) XXIV may be in December 2020. For details
visit: http://www.ogmios.org/conferences/2019/.
The COMELA 2020 – The (Annual) Conference on Mediterranean and European Linguistic
Anthropology 2020: Theme: Bounded Languages ... Unbounded is December 2-4, 2020 at the
American
College
of
Greece,
Athens,
Greece.
For
information
go
to:
https://aila.info/2019/05/21/comela-2020/.
Tribal Financial Managers Certificate Program - Course 202012 is December 15-17, 2020 on
the Arizona State University (ASU) campus, Tempe, AZ. For information go to:
https://www.nafoa.org/events/tribal-financial-managers-certificate-program-course-202012.
Seventeenth Annual Southeast Indian Studies Conference is on campus at the University of
North Carolina, Pembroke, Pembroke, NC, at the University Center Annex, likely in 2021.
Conference details will be posted to the American Indian Studies http://www.uncp.edu/ais/ and
Southeast American Indian Studies http://www.uncp.edu/sais/ websites as they become
available.
8th Intercultural Competence and Mobility: Virtual and Physical: 7th International
Conference on the Development and Assessment of Intercultural Competence may be in
January 2021, in Tucson, Arizona, and Online. For details visit: http://cercll.arizona.edu/.
Affiliated Tribes of the Northwest Indians (ATNI) Winter Convention 2021 may be in January
2021. For information go to: http://www.atnitribes.org.
The Society For The Study Of The Indigenous Languages (SSILA) Annual Winter Meeting
Online – January 7 – 10, 2021. For information go to: http://ssila.org.
World Sustainable Development Summit 2021: Redefining Our Common Future for All is
February 10-12, 2021 in New Delhi, India. For details visit: http://wsds.teriin.org.
WABE Winter Institute is January 29-30, 2021 at DoubleTree SeaTac, 18740 International
Blvd. Seattle, WA 98188. For details go to: https://wabewa.org/events/.
Fifth International Conference on Heritage/Community Languages may be in February 2021.
For details visit: http://international.ucla.edu/nhlrc.
NCAIS Graduate Student Conference at the Newberry Library in Chicago may be in February
2021. “The Consortium offers graduate students from NCAIS member institutions an opportunity
to present papers in any academic field relating to American Indian Studies at the Graduate Student
Conference. We encourage the submission of proposals for papers that examine a wide variety of
subjects relating to American Indian and Indigenous history and culture broadly conceived. For
details go to http://www.newberry.org/.
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Colorado Association for Bilingual Education (CABE) Professional Development Conference
may be in February 2021, at University of Colorado at Boulder University Memorial Center 1669
Euclid Avenue Boulder, CO. for details visit: http://www.cocabe.org.
The 4nd Annual AFN National Water Symposium and Tradeshow may be in February 2021.
For details go to: http://www.afn.ca/Home/.
NAAAS & Affiliates (including the National Association of Native American Studies) 2020
Joint National Conference is February 15-21, 2021 in Dallas, TX. For details visit:
https://www.naaas.org.
NCAI 2021 Executive Council Winter Session is February 21-25, 2021, in Washington, DC. For
details visit: http://www.ncai.org/conferences-events/ncai-events.
The 17th International Conference on Environmental, Cultural, Economic & Social
Sustainability: Accelerating the Transition to Sustainability: Policy Solutions for Climate
Emergency is February 24-26, 2020 in Amsterdam, Netherlands. For details visit:
http://onsustainability.com/2020-conference.
50th National Association for Bilingual Education Annual Conference (NABE) may be in
March (Dates to be announced) 2021 in Houston, TX. For details go to: http://www.nabeconference.com.
NCAIS Spring Workshop in Research Methods: Sovereignty and Survivance in Spatial
Archives and Urban Landscapes may be in March 2021. For details visit:
https://www.newberry.org/ncais-spring-workshop-research-methods.
The 44th Annual California Conference on American Indian Education may be in March
2021. For more information, contact: Achel McBride: (530)895-4212 x 110, Irma Amaro:
(707)464-3512, or Judy Delgado at 916-319-0506, judelgado@cde.ca.gov, or go to:
http://www.ccaie.org/.
The National Association for Ethnic Studies (NAES) 48th Annual Conference is in March,
2021. For details contact National Association for Ethnic Studies (NAES), Department of Ethnic
Studies, Colorado State University, 1790 Campus Delivery, Fort Collins, CO 80523-179,
www.ethnicstudies.org.
SWCOLT (conference on language teaching) CLTA will be virtual in 2021, dates and details
to be announced. for information go to: http://www.swcolt.org/.
American Indian Higher Education Consortium (AIHEC) 2021 Spring Board Meeting is
March 1-4, 2021 in Rapid City, SD. For information go to: http://www.aihec.org/who-weare/calendar.cfm.
Embracing
Languages
and
Cultures
for
a
Better
World:
Eighth International Conference on Immersion and Dual Language Education is March 3-6,
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2021 at the Grand America Hotel, Salt Lake City, UT. For information go to:
https://l2trec.utah.edu/dliimmersionconference/index.php.
7th International Conference on Language Documentation & Conservation: Connecting
Communities, Language, & Technology is at the University of Hawai‘i at Mānoa, March 4-7,
2021. For details go to http://ling.lll.hawaii.edu/sites/icldc/.
ICLDC 7 Connecting Communities, Languages, and Technology is March 4-7, 2021 at
University of Hawai'i at Manoa, Manoa HI. For details visit: http://icldc-hawaii.org.
Applied Linguistics and Language Teaching International Conference and Exhibition
(ALLT 2020): Engaging in Change: New Perspectives of Teaching and Learning is at Zayed
University Convention Centre, Dubai, United Arab Emirates, March 5–7, 2020, For details visit:
https://allt-uae.zu.ac.ae/.
2021 Conference of the American Association for Applied Linguistics (AAAL) is March 2123, 2021, in Houston, TX.. For details go to: https://www.aaal.org .
American Indian Higher Education Consortium (AIHEC) 2021 Legislative Summit is March
25-27, 2021 in Washington, DC. For information go to: http://www.aihec.org/who-weare/calendar.cfm.
American Indian Higher Education Consortium (AIHEC) Student Conference is March 2829, 2021 in Rapid City, SD. For information go to: http://www.aihec.org/who-weare/calendar.cfm.
American Indian Cultures and Literatures area of the PCA/ACA (Popular Culture
Association/American Culture Association) National Conference 2021 is March 32-April 4,
2021, is in Boston, MA. For details Visit: http://www.pcaaca.org/conference/national.php.
The annual workshop of Rising Voices: Collaborative Science with Indigenous Knowledge
for Climate Solutions may be in April 2021. For details go to: iitc.org.
So What? Making Research Relevant for the Real World: 2020 SLA Graduate Student
Symposium may be in April 2021 at the University of Minnesota, Minneapolis and Saint Paul,
Minnesota. For details visit: http://carla.umn.edu/conferences/index.html.
Alaska Native Studies Conference 2021 may be in April 2021 at the University of Alaska
Fairbanks campus. For information go to: http://alaskanativestudies.org.
The Western Political Science Association (WPSA) 2021, April 1-3, 2021
Hyatt Regency Hotel, Seattle, WA, and will likely include one or more Race, Ethnicity and Politics
panels that could include Indigenous issues. For details go to: http://wpsa.research.pdx.edu/.
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The 13th International Conference on Climate: Impacts and Responses: Adaptations:
responding to Climate Change as an Emergency is 8-9 April 2021, At UBC Robinson Square,
Vancouver, BC, Canada. The Climate Change Conference is for any person with an interest in,
and concern for, scientific, policy and strategic perspectives in climate change. It will address a
range of critically important themes relating to the vexing question of climate change. Plenary
speakers will include some of the world’s leading thinkers in the fields of climatology and
environmental science, as well as numerous paper, workshop and colloquium presentations by
researchers and practitioners. For details go to: http://on-climate.com/the-conference. For details
visit: http://www.peace-ed-campaign.org/calendar.
39th Annual National Indian Child Welfare Association Protecting Our Children
Conference
is
April
11-14,
2021
in
Seattle,
WA.
For
details
visit:
http://www.ncai.org/conferences-events/ncai-events.
48th Annual Symposium on the American Indian is at Northeastern State University,
University Center, Tahlequah, OK, may be April 12-17 2021. For details visit:
https://offices.nsuok.edu/centerfortribalstudies/NSU-Symposium.
NAFOA 39th Annual Conference is April 25-27, 2021 at Seminole Hard Rock Hotel & Casino in
Hollywood, FL. For details go to https://www.nafoa.org/events/39th-annual-conference.
United
Nations
Permanent
Forum
on
Indigenous
Issues
(UNPFII)
https://www.un.org/development/desa/indigenouspeoples/unpfii-sessions-2/sessions.html 20th
Session will be held at the United Nations Headquarters in New York, likely in April or May,
2021. For information visit: https://www.un.org/development/desa/indigenouspeoples/unpfiisessions-2/sessions.html.
WABE (Washington Association of Bilingual Education) Annual Conference 2021 is April
29-May 1, 2021, at the Davenport Grand Hotel, 333 W Spokane Falls Blvd
Spokane, WA 99201. For details go to: https://wabewa.org/events/.
CCERBAL 2020 Conference may be at Canadian Centre for Studies and Research on
Bilingualism and Language Planning (CCERBAL), Official Languages and Bilingualism
Institute (OLBI), University of Ottawa, may be in April or May 2021. For details visit:
https://ccerbal.uottawa.ca/en/activities/conferences.
NIHB - 2021 American Indian and Alaska Native National Behavioral Health Conference
may be in May 2020. For details visit: https://www.ihs.gov/dbh/bhconference/.
Annual Vine Deloria, Jr. Indigenous Studies Symposium may be in May 2021 at Northwest
Indian College, Bellingham, WA., (360)392-4307, www.nwic.edu.
XVII International Conference on Minority Languages may be in May 2021. For details go to:
http://www.fil.bg.ac.rs/lang/sr/fakultet/naucni-skupovi-i-konferencije/
Society,
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12th International Language Teacher Education Conference may be in May or June 2021, at the
Graduate Hotel, Minneapolis, MN. For details go to: http://carla.umn.edu.
Native American and Indigenous Studies Association (NAISA) Annual Conference may be in
May 2021. For more information go to: https://www.naisa.org/annual-meeting/.
The 51st Annual Conference on African Linguistics (ACAL 52) may be in May 2021in New
Brunswick, New Jersey. For information visit: https://acal.linguistlist.org.
Annual Workshop on American Indigenous Languages (WAIL2021) may be in May 2021, at
UCSB Department of Linguistics. For information visit: http://www.linguistics.ucsb.edu or
http://osl.sa.ucsb.edu/org/nail/WAIL.
NAFOA Introductory Tribal Financial and Accounting Certificate Course is May 18-21,
2021 at Ohio State University in Athens, OH. for information contact:
https://www.nafoa.org/events/introductory-tribal-financial-and-accounting-certificate.
The Native American Student Advocacy Institute may be in June 2021 in Phoenix, AZ. For
details visit: http://nasai.collegeboard.org/.
The Society of American Indian Government Employees (SAIGE) is a national non-profit
organization that advocates for American Indian and Alaska Native federal employees. SAIGE
18th Annual National Training Program is likely to be in June 2021. Information is available
from the Society of American Indian Government Employees, P.O. Box 7715, Washington, D.C.
20044, www.saige.org.
13th Austronesian and Papuan Languages and Linguistics Conference may be in June, 2021,
at
Leiden
University.
For
information
go
to:
https://www.hf.uio.no/iln/forskning/aktuelt/arrangementer/konferanser/2020/APLL12/index.htm.
The 18th Annual Global Solutions Lab Is likely to be in June 2021, at the United Nations in
New York and Chestnut Hill College in Philadelphia, PA. Participants, from around the world,
will be briefed by, interact with and question UN experts (from the UN Development Program,
UN Environmental Program, UNESCO, UNICEF, WHO, FAO and other UN agencies) and
then, working collaboratively in small teams, develop designs, programs and strategies that deal
with one of the critical problems facing our world. The participants present their work to a group
of UN corporate and foundation leaders. After this their work is published in a book.
The Global Solutions Lab is a structured learning experience that fosters creativity,
disruptive innovations, global perspectives and local solutions. It is intense, fast-paced, and for
many, transformative.
For information visit: Global Solutions Lab: www.designsciencelab.com.
American Indian Higher Education Consortium (AIHEC) 2021 Summer Board Meeting is
June 21-24, 2021 in Bellingham, WA. For information go to: http://www.aihec.org/who-weare/calendar.cfm.
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Annual TCU Meeting is July 8-10, 2021 in Salish Kootenai College, Pablo, MT. For information
go to: http://www.aihec.org/who-we-are/calendar.cfm.
American Indian Higher Education Consortium (AIHEC) 2021 Legislative Summit is July
8-10, 2021 in Salish Kootenai College, Pablo, MT. For information go to:
http://www.aihec.org/who-we-are/calendar.cfm.
The 6th International Conference on Multilingual Language Theories and Practices
(MLTP2020has been postponed to September 9-11. 2021 at Northumbria University in New
Castle Great Brittan. The conference is organized by MultiLingNet. For more information go to:
https://baal.org.uk/annual-conference/.
The 2021 Native Broadcast Summit will be held in Phoenix, AZ, Sept. 15-19, 2021. For details
go to: https://najanewsroom.com.
16th Language is Life Biennial Conference may be in October 2021. For details, visit:
http://www.aicls.org/.
American Indigenous Research Association Meeting may be in October 2021: "As of January
2020, we have made a decision to hold our gatherings as a moveable feast and will now also meet
every
other
year."
For
details
go
to:
http://www.americanindigenousresearchassociation.org/annual-meeting/.
NCAI 2021 Annual Convention & Marketplace is October 9-15, 2021 in Sacramento, CA
(Contracts Pending). For details visit: http://www.ncai.org/conferences-events/ncai-events.
American Indian Higher Education Consortium (AIHEC) 2021 Fall Board Meeting is
October 10-12, 2021 in Omaha, NB. For information go to: http://www.aihec.org/who-weare/calendar.cfm.
NIEA Annual Convention & Trade Show 2021 Legislative Summit is October 13-15, 2021 in
Omaha, NB. For information go to: http://www.aihec.org/who-we-are/calendar.cfm.
17th Annual FALCON Conference (Land-grant Programs with NIFA & FRTEP) is mid to
late October 2021 in Kansas City, MO. For information go to: http://www.aihec.org/who-weare/calendar.cfm.
First Nations Education Administrators Association (FNEAA) 2021 National Gathering is
October 27-28, 2021 at Fairmont Winnipeg, 2 Lombard Place, Winnipeg, MB R3B 0Y3 Canada.
For information go to: https://www.afn.ca/events/.
Fourteenth Native American Symposium may be in November 2021, at Southeastern Oklahoma
State University, Durant, Oklahoma. The Thirteenth Native American Symposium will focus on
the various legacies and prospects of Native America in the 21st century. Papers, presentations,
creative projects, and films on all aspects of Native American life and studies are welcome. All
papers presented at the symposium will be eligible for inclusion in the published proceedings,
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which will also be posted on our website, http://www.se.edu/nas/. Please send an abstract of no
more than 250 words to Dr. Mark B. Spencer by July 15 at mspencer@se.edu.
American Indian Higher Education Consortium (AIHEC) 2022 Annual Legislative Summit
is February 7-10, 2022 in Washington, DC. For information go to: http://www.aihec.org/who-weare/calendar.cfm.
NCAI 2022 Executive Council Winter Session is February 13-17, 2022 in Washington, DC. For
details visit: http://www.ncai.org/conferences-events/ncai-events.
American Indian Higher Education Consortium (AIHEC) 2022 Spring Board Meeting is
March 23-26, 2022. For information go to: http://www.aihec.org/who-we-are/calendar.cfm.
SWCOLT/PLAN (conference on language teaching) is March 24-26, 2022 at Grand Sierra
Resort, Reno, Nevada. For information go to: http://www.swcolt.org/.
40th Annual National Indian Child Welfare Association Protecting Our Children
Conference is April 3-6, 2022 in Orlando, FL. For details visit: http://www.ncai.org/conferencesevents/ncai-events.
NAFOA 40th Annual Conference is April 3-5, 2022 at Hyatt Regency Seattle,
Seattle, WA. For details go to: https://www.nafoa.org/events.
American Indian Cultures and Literatures area of the PCA/ACA (Popular Culture
Association/American Culture Association) National Conference 2022 is April 13-16, 2022, in
Seattle, WA. For details Visit: http://www.pcaaca.org/conference/national.php.
The 2022 Institute on Collaborative Language Research (CoLang) – held every two years may
be in June or July 2022. For information about SSILA go to: www.ssila.org.
American Indian Higher Education Consortium (AIHEC) 2023 Annual Legislative Summit
is February 6-9, 2023 in Washington, DC. For information go to: http://www.aihec.org/who-weare/calendar.cfm.
American Indian Cultures and Literatures area of the PCA/ACA (Popular Culture
Association/American Culture Association) National Conference 2023 is April -8, 2021, in San
Antonio, TX. For details Visit: http://www.pcaaca.org/conference/national.php.
ICL 21, 21st International Congress of Linguists may be in July 2023. For details go to:
https://aila.info/2018/05/06/icl-20/.
.......___///////////|\\\\\\\\\\\___.......
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ONGOING ACTIVITIES
Steve Sachs
Environmental Activities
Andrea Germanos, "Nearly 200 Groups in Canada Vow to Fight for Covid-19 Recovery
That Puts Human and Ecological Health First: 'The choices we make now about how to recover
from this pandemic will shape not only our health and economic future, but also the future of
human
life
on
this
planet,'"
Common
Dreams,
May
25,
2020,
https://www.commondreams.org/news/2020/05/25/nearly-200-groups-canada-vow-fight-covid19-recovery-puts-human-and-ecological?cdorigin=rss&utm_term=AO&utm_campaign=Daily%20Newsletter&utm_content=email&utm_so
urce=Daily%20Newsletter&utm_medium=Email, reported, "A new alliance of Canadian groups
is calling for a just recovery. "We are standing on the threshold between the old world and
the next and we must choose to build the future we want," they say.
Nearly 200 Canadian organizations on Monday rolled out their demands for a "just
recovery," saying that continuing business-as-usual after the pandemic would prevent the
kind of far-reaching transformation needed to put "the health and well-being of ALL peoples
and ecosystems first."
'The choices we make now about how to recover from this pandemic will shape not
only our health and economic future, but also the future of human life on this planet,'
Canadian Labour Congress president Hassan Yussuff said in a statement.
'This moment is a reminder that the status quo can and must be disrupted," the new Just
Recovery for All website declares. 'We are standing on the threshold between the old world and
the next and we must choose to build the future we want.'
A just recovery—which would enable the government and civil society to "build back
better'—rests in six key principles:
Put people's health and well-being first, no exceptions. Health is a human right and
is interdependent with the health and well-being of ecological systems.
Strengthen the social safety net and provide relief directly to people. Focus relief
efforts on people—particularly those who are structurally oppressed by existing systems.
Prioritize the needs of workers and communities. Support must be distributed in a
manner consistent with Indigenous sovereignty, a climate resilient economy, and worker
rights, including safe and fair labor standards and a right to unionize. Improved conditions
for essential service workers must be maintained beyond this crisis.
Build resilience to prevent future crises. We cannot recover from the current crisis
by entrenching systems that will cause the next crisis.
Build solidarity and equity across communities, generations, and borders. In a
globalized world, what happens to one of us matters to all of us.
Uphold Indigenous rights and work in partnership with Indigenous peoples. A Just
Recovery must uphold Indigenous Rights and include the full and effective
participation of Indigenous Peoples, in line with the standard of free, prior, and informed
consent.
The principles were endorsed by progressive groups focused on a broad range of
issues including 350.org, the Canadian Federation of Students, Oxfam Canada, and The
Leap.
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'The huge collaborative effort that brought these principles to life over many weeks of rich,
challenging discussions exemplifies the kind of action we expect of political leaders as we move
through this crisis,' Catherine Abreu of Climate Action Network Canada said in a statement.
'It's going to take a massive and diverse community of voices to encourage
governments to be bold in the face of corporate lobbies, and to put people and communities
first,' she said.
'Our goal was to capture the immense amount of care work happening throughout Canadian
civil society right now and present a vision of a Just Recovery that leaves no one behind,' Abreu
explained. 'We know this is a vision the majority of Canadians support, and millions of people are
ready to take action.'
As for the inevitable question—How are you going to pay for it?—the groups say the
money is already there. It's just a question of changing who's on the receiving end. From the new
site:
The government currently gives billions of dollars in handouts to industries that harm our
environment and communities, including the oil and gas industry. Canada also loses billions of
dollars to offshore tax havens every year.
Right now, the government is working on a plan to rebuild our economy. It is likely
that they will unveil a stimulus package, but it's on all of us to ensure that money goes directly
to workers and communities, not corporations. By bailing out people, not big businesses, and
closing tax loopholes, we can start to build a sustainable and just future for all.
Dr. Courtney Howard of the Canadian Association of Physicians for the Environment says
it's clear from what she's witnessed amid the global pandemic that people are willing to use
moments of crisis as turning points for positive change.
'To feel safe,' she said, 'we need to manage two planetary health emergencies at once—
Covid-19 and its economic fallout, and climate change.'
'We've shown that when pressed, we prioritize health. We take care of one another,' said
Howard.
'We have a generational opportunity to use this time of crisis and reflection to bring to life
a vision of planetary health for all,' she continued. 'We've stayed home to save lives. By working
together on a just and healthy recovery, we'll save more.'
Our work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-Share Alike 3.0 License."
Jake Johnson, "Return to 'Business as Usual' Means Climate Catastrophe: World's Mayors
Demand Transformative Green Covid-19 Recovery: 'Half-measures that maintain the status quo
won't move the needle or protect us from the next crisis,'" Common Dreams, May 7, 2020,
https://www.commondreams.org/news/2020/05/07/return-business-usual-means-climatecatastrophe-worlds-mayors-demand-transformative?cdorigin=rss&utm_term=AO&utm_campaign=Daily%20Newsletter&utm_content=email&utm_so
urce=Daily%20Newsletter&utm_medium=Email, reported, "Nearly 40 mayors representing
more than 700 million people in cities across the globe are calling for a transformative
recovery from the Covid-19 crisis that fundamentally alters global economic and energy
systems, warning that a mere return to 'business as usual' means accepting a world barreling
toward climate catastrophe.
The mayors on Thursday signed on to a statement of principles that aims to provide
a framework for the 'transition to a more sustainable, low-carbon, inclusive and healthier
economy for people and the planet.'
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'Covid-19 has laid bare the systemic inequities too often found at the heart of our
communities—and as we start to emerge from this crisis, we must rebuild an economy that
truly works for everyone,' said Los Angeles Mayor Eric Garcetti, chair of C40 Cities, the
coalition of mayors that crafted the 9-point statement.
Mxolisi Kaunda, mayor of Durban, South Africa, called on cities to 'approach the future
with a new vision, a vision of a prosperous and climate-just society for all.'
'During this time we are forced to confront the fragility of the current economic
system that has created a vastly unequal society and how that inequality makes it difficult
for our social and health relief systems to respond effectively,' said Kaunda. 'Let us not lose the
painful lessons that we have had to learn during this pandemic and use those rather to become
cities that are more resilient to future disasters, including climate change.'
The principles endorsed by 37 mayors are as follows:
The recovery should not be a return to 'business as usual'—because that is a world on track
for 3°C or more of over-heating;
The recovery, above all, must be guided by an adherence to public health and scientific
expertise, in order to assure the safety of those who live in our cities;
Excellent public services, public investment, and increased community resilience will form
the most effective basis for the recovery;
The recovery must address issues of equity that have been laid bare by the impact of the
crisis – for example, workers who are now recognized as essential should be celebrated and
compensated accordingly and policies must support people living in informal settlements;
The recovery must improve the resilience of our cities and communities. Therefore,
investments should be made to protect against future threats—including the climate crisis—and to
support those people impacted by climate and health risks;
Climate action can help accelerate economic recovery and enhance social equity, through
the use of new technologies and the creation of new industries and new jobs. These will drive
wider benefits for our residents, workers, students, businesses and visitors;
We commit to doing everything in our power and the power of our city governments to
ensure that the recovery from Covid-19 is healthy, equitable, and sustainable;
We commit to using our collective voices and individual actions to ensure that national
governments support both cities and the investments needed in cities, to deliver an economic
recovery that is healthy, equitable, and sustainable;
We commit to using our collective voices and individual actions to ensure that international
and regional institutions invest directly in cities to support a healthy, equitable, and sustainable
recovery.
'The only parallel to what we're facing right now is the Great Depression,' New York City
Mayor Bill de Blasio said in a statement. 'Against that kind of challenge, half-measures that
maintain the status quo won't move the needle or protect us from the next crisis. We need a
New Deal for these times—a massive transformation that rebuilds lives, promotes equality,
and prevents the next economic, health, or climate crisis.'
The mayors' statement came after new Oxford University research published this weekfound that
"green stimulus" spending on sustainable energy projects would be more effective than
conventional stimulus measures in repairing the widespread economic damage done by the
coronavirus pandemic.
'The Oxford study compared green stimulus projects with traditional stimulus, such
as measures taken after the 2008 global financial crisis, and found green projects create more
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jobs, deliver higher short-term returns... and lead to increased long-term cost savings,'
the Guardian reported.
Cameron Hepburn, lead author of the new study, told Reuters on Tuesday that his research
shows "we can choose to build back better, keeping many of the recent improvements we've seen
in cleaner air, returning nature and reduced greenhouse gas emissions."
Our work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-Share Alike 3.0 License."
350.org remains extremely active with numerous climate change related actions. Its main
thrust in winter-spring 2020 has been, "Stop Fossil Fuels. Build 100% Renewables. We are
standing up to the fossil fuel industry to stop all new coal, oil and gas projects and build clean
energy future for all.
Some of the other campaigns have been:
"Tell ECB: Rebuild for People: Tell Europe's Central Bank that coronavirus
recovery must center people, not polluters."
"5 principles for a #JustRecovery: We must put human need before corporate greed
and ensure a just recovery towards a safer, healthier and fairer future in the wake of
COVID-19. Sign the open letter."
" No Coal Japan: Support the climate activists in Japan targeting their banks' coal
financing through online actions and call-ins their banks."
"Stand with Climate Defenders: Human rights violations by fossil fuel companies are
getting worse with the climate crisis. Read the Climate Defenders report now."
"Don't fund the East Africa Crude Oil Pipeline! Tell Standard Bank and Sumitomo
Mitsui Banking Corporation (SMBC) not to fund a new crude oil pipeline through Tanzania
and Uganda."
"Uprising at Davos: Campaigners were at the World Economic Forum in Switzerland
with calls to end fossil fuel finance."
(at: http://350.org)’s For details go to: http://act.350.org/).
"TC Energy Files Pre-Construction Plan for KXL Despite Ongoing Lawsuits," Indigenous
Environmental
Network,
January
17,
2020,
https://www.mynewsletterbuilder.com/email/newsletter/1414314220, Contact: Jennifer K.
Falcon, jennifer@ienearth.org, 218-760-9958, stated. "Despite ongoing lawsuits, TC Energy
(formerly TransCanada) has filed a status report with a United States District Court
outlining their plan to begin pre-construction activities and construction on their Keystone
XL (KXL) pipeline 2020. This construction would include preparations for man camps along
the route.
For the better part of a decade tribal nations, from Dene territory in the north to
Ponca territory in the south, have made it clear -- they do not want this toxic tar sands
pipeline near Indigenous lands and communities, they do not want to see further
development within the tar sands region of northern Alberta, and they will not stand for the
active disregard of their inherent Indigenous Rights.
'President Trump continues to circumvent the law by trying to illegally push the KXL
pipeline through despite his first permit being revoked and his second permit being challenged in
court. Climate chaos is already here and the KXL pipeline will be devastating to tribal communities
and to the world's ecosystems,' said Kandi White, Native Energy and Climate Campaign
Coordinator, Indigenous Environmental Network.
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In 2018, United States District Judge Brian Morris, issued a landmark ruling that President
Trump violated federal environmental laws when his Administration claimed that the KXL
Pipeline was consistent with the public interest. Last December, a judge dismissed Trump’s push
to have the legal challenge, in which IEN is a plaintiff, against his second permit dismissed. The
KXL pipeline still sits in legal limbo and the fact TC Energy feels bold enough to start preconstruction without the proper permits speaks volumes to the control big oil money has on our
political and legal system.
'For a decade, we have fought this dirty tar sands pipeline. We will not allow our treaties
to be ignored and our communities put at risk. Consultation is not consent and consultation
has not happened with the Oceti Sakowin tribes. Not one of them. Man camps surrounding
our tribal nations bring drugs like meth and heroin to our nations and violence to our women
and children' said Joye Braun, Frontline Community Organizer, Indigenous Environmental
Network. 'The KXL will only inflame the epidemic of Missing and Murdered women, girls
and two-spirit relatives in our communities. A date for the federal litigation has not been
finalized nor do they have all the permits required to begin construction. This timeline is pure
fantasy. The KXL Pipeline will not be built through Oceti Sakowin lands.'"
"Cancel KXL: Rural & Tribal Communities Call on TC Energy to Cancel Keystone XL
Pipeline Activity Due to Coronavirus Public Health Threat," 350.org, April 1, 2020,
https://nokxlpromise.org/covid-19/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=actionkit#sign, stated in a
petition, "For the health and safety of workers, and residents of ill-equipped rural and Tribal
communities along the route of TC Energy (TransCanada’s) proposed Keystone XL pipeline,
all 'pre-construction' activity should be immediately halted in the face of the public health
threat from the novel coronavirus.
TC Energy must cancel all plans to move forward on construction, and in particular
halt at once the establishment of any 'man camps' that would bring thousands of out-of-state
workers into rural communities, where rural hospitals and under-funded Indian Health
Services cannot be expected to be burdened with any additional strain on their already
limited capacity to provide care to those infected by the coronavirus. Man camps also
generally bring into communities increased crime and sexual violence — especially targeting
Indigenous women.
A national emergency has been called. A growing number of cities and companies are
cancelling construction projects. We call on TC Energy to immediately halt all activity and cancel
its planned construction on the Keystone XL pipeline project, as well as provide ongoing
unemployment aid for all their potentially affected workers."
"Sign the petition to protect Indigenous Sovereignty: Demand fossil fuel profiteers
JPMorgan Chase and Kohlberg Kravis Roberts & Co. defund the Coastal GasLink pipeline,"
Friends of Earth Action, Mach 13, 2020, https://actionnetwork.org/petitions/sign-the-petition-toprotect-indigenous-sovereignty-demand-fossil-fuel-profiteers-jpmorgan-chase-and-kohlbergkravis-roberts-co-divest-from-coastal-gaslinkpipeline?source=20200303_WetsuwetenSolidarity_FOE&referrer=group-friends-of-the-earthaction, stated, "Right now in British Columbia, Canada, Indigenous Wet’suwet’en Hereditary
Chiefs and land defenders are resisting the construction of the TC Energy Coastal GasLink
pipeline slated to cut through their territories.
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The Wet’suwet’en have been fighting to stop this pipeline for just over five years. The
Hereditary Chiefs have re-asserted their right to jurisdiction over their own lands, their right
to determine access and prevent trespass under Wet’suwet’en law, and the right to Free
Prior and Informed Consent as guaranteed by the United Nations Declaration on the Rights
of
Indigenous
Peoples
—
but TC
Energy
will
not
listen.
On February 6, militarized police conducted a five-day military raid of the resistance
camps on Wet’suwet’en land and illegally evicted hereditary chiefs, land defenders, and
matriarchs. The police came with assault rifles, snipers, dogs, sound cannons, and helicopters
while
Indigenous
elders
and
youth
stood
by.
Protests against the Coastal GasLink project have since spread and have included:
rail blockades, port shutdowns, government office occupations, and sit ins at banks investing
in the illegal pipeline project. Now, the fight is coming to the U.S., right to the doorstep of
the largest banker and investor of the Coastal GasLink pipeline — JPMorgan Chase and
KKR.
JPMorgan Chase, the world’s biggest banker of fossil fuels, is helping funnel more
than $5 billion in loans to the company behind Coastal GasLink. Kohlberg Kravis Roberts
& Co. (KKR), a New York City based investment firm with over $200 billion in assets, has plans
to purchase 65% of the pipeline with Alberta Investment Management Corp (AIMCo). Companies
like Chase and KKR actively perpetuate the destruction of stolen Indigenous lands to fuel the
climate crisis.
The upside is KKR’s plans to invest in the pipeline aren’t final. There’s still time to
interrupt their plans. We must hold them accountable before it’s too late.
Sign the petition and rise up with the Wet'suwet'en people: Demand Chase and KKR
defund the Coastal GasLink pipeline.
Participating Organizations:
198 methods
Climate Hawks Vote
Corporate Accountability
Daily Kos
Endangered Species Coalition
Friends of the Earth Action
Greenpeace USA
Rainforest Action Network
Rising Tide North America
Seeding Sovereignty
Stand.earth
Women's Earth and Climate Action Network
XR San Francisco Bay Area
Supporting Organizations:
Showing Up for Racial Justice
SumOfUs"
Charlie Perry, "Indigenous Youth Council's 'Four Directions Climate Strike'," ICT,
February 6, 2020, https://files.constantcontact.com/c2394f27001/26a7162b-5c65-4cce-a38a102da2a3dbee.pdf, reported, "The Los Angeles chapter of the International Indigenous Youth
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Council (IIYC) came together this past Friday in Exposition Park to wrap up their 'Four
Directions Climate Strike.'"
This was the fourth and final climate strike IIYC held across east, west, north and
south L.A."
Andrea Germanos, "To Support 'Urgently-Needed Clean and Just Energy Transition,' 450+
Groups Demand Federal Regulators Rebuff Attack on Community Solar: Net metering must
continue, the groups tell the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission," Common dreams, June 15,
2020,
https://www.commondreams.org/news/2020/06/15/support-urgently-needed-clean-andjust-energy-transition-450-groups-demand-federal?cdorigin=rss&utm_term=AO&utm_campaign=Daily%20Newsletter&utm_content=email&utm_so
urce=Daily%20Newsletter&utm_medium=Email, reported, "Over 450 environmental, faith,
and consumer advocacy groups on Monday urged federal regulators to reject a proposal
from a secretive rightwing organization that would upend policies seen as 'foundational to
achieving the nation's urgently-needed clean and just energy transition.'
The call comes in a letter (pdf) to the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission
(FERC) and concerns the New England Ratepayers Association's (NERA)
April petition arguing for federal jurisdiction over solar net-metering policies, which are
now under states' control.
Public Citizen—one of the signatories to the new letter—explained Monday:
'Net metering is a billing mechanism that credits solar power generators for the
electricity they add to the grid. It is a crucial component of rooftop solar project financing
because it makes solar energy systems affordable for small businesses and families through
energy credits for the solar power they generate. The NERA petition would grant FERC sole
jurisdiction to govern such programs through the Public Utility Regulatory Policy Act or
Federal Power Act.'
The alternative to net metering is gross metering. Under this scenario, as Pine Tree
Watch reported last month,
'utilities pay solar users a low credit for supplying solar energy to the electric grid,
then charge them a higher rate—the same as what non-solar users pay—for any energy they
consume. This can result in solar customers paying for electricity even if they use less than
their panels produce.'"
Beyond Extreme Energy stated in an E-mail, May 20, 2020 "Earlier this week, we emailed
you and told you how Trump's hand-picked Republican majority at the Federal Energy
Regulatory Commission (FERC) is working to undermine renewable energy, rubber stamp
more pipelines, and set back progress on climate action by decades.
On May 21, as the FERC Commissioners dial in to their monthly meeting online and
by phone, we're taking action to protest their destructive decisions and demand action. Can
you back us up? We've made it super-simple to call this month, just dial our toll free FERC
hotline (866) 455-3498, and pick a commissioner to get connected: Push one for Chairman Neil
Chatterjee, Push 2 for Bernard McNamee or push 3 for James Danly.
When you're connected to the commissioner of your choice, tell them our three demands:
Stop sabotaging renewable energy by undercutting state laws in New York, New
England and the PJM markets; (click here for more info)
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In accordance with the demands from 11 Attorneys General and 29 members of
Congress, stop issuing permits for pipelines and fossil fuel infrastructure during the
pandemic; (click here for more info)
Begin work to transition FERC into FREC, with a focus on meeting all US energy
needs with renewable energy as part of a Green New Deal. (click here for more info)
That's it! Call back as many times as you want to throughout the day to talk to more
commissioners and leave more messages! If you want more context and background on why we're
calling this month, read on for more from the message we sent you earlier this week, including
footnotes to recent news articles.
BACKGROUND YOU MIGHT LIKE TO KNOW
BXE and many other groups have been fighting against gas industry rubber-stamping
FERC for many years. But as FERC gets even worse under Trump, more of us are stepping
forward.
Over the last month Attorneys General from 11 states and 29 members of Congress have
publicly called out FERC.
The Attorneys General, led by Maryland AG Brian Frosh, called upon FERC to 'impose an
immediate moratorium on approvals of all new and pending applications for natural gas pipelines,
LNG export facilities, and related fossil fuel infrastructure projects until the end of the COVID-19
crisis.' FERC chairman Neil Chatterjee rejected them out of hand this week.1
The Congressmembers, led by Jamie Raskin (D-Md.), also called for 'a moratorium on the
approval and construction of new natural gas pipeline projects and LNG export facilities for the
duration of the FEMA-declared emergency.'2
Unsurprisingly, FERC has done nothing along these lines, just the opposite, as Raskin
pointed out: 'On April 2nd the Commission issued an order waiving numerous regulatory
obligations pertaining to private industry. . . to make it easier for pipeline companies to continue
obtaining approvals and initiating pipeline construction during the crisis.'3 And last month, the
three FERC commissioners reaffirmed a major renewables-discriminatory decision from last fall.
This decision allowed one of the primary regional electric transmission networks on the FERCregulated grid to increase the costs for new renewable energy sources wanting to sell clean energy
on the electric energy market.4
If you agree that FERC is getting worse, pick up the phone and call our toll free FERC
hotline (866) 455-3498 now!
FERC Into FREC now!
Ted Glick and the team at Beyond Extreme Energy
PS - You can also click here to join our live zoom meeting 9:30-11am ET on Thursday
May 21, or click here for a recording of our meeting and info to share on Facebook!
Sources
https://thehill.com/policy/energy-environment/497648-energy-regulator-declines-states-requestfor-moratorium-on-pipeline
https://raskin.house.gov/media/press-releases/raskin-mcgovern-omar-urge-moratorium-newpipeline-projects-during-covid-19
https://raskin.house.gov/media/press-releases/rep-raskin-releases-preliminary-findings-showingferc-pipeline-approval-process
https://www.utilitydive.com/news/pjm-mopr-could-cost-market-consumers-up-to-26b-annuallyreport-finds/578183/
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https://www.utilitydive.com/news/states-should-leave-markets-that-dont-work-for-families-andbusinesses-aft/577336/
https://raskin.house.gov/media/press-releases/house-democrats-condemn-ferc-attack-cleanenergy-economy."
"Urgent Call to Action Iin Support Of the Wet’suwet’en First Nation," Cultural Survival,
January 16, 2020, https://www.culturalsurvival.org/news/urgent-call-action-support-wetsuwetenfirst-nation, reported, "On December 31, 2019, the British Columbia Supreme Court issued an
injunction to allow construction on the Coastal GasLink (CGL) pipeline, giving unlimited
access to Wet’suwet’en lands. The Coastal GasLink pipeline is intended to be 416 miles long,
stretching from northeast British Columbia to near Kitimat. Within this swath of land lies
22,000 square kilometers of unceded Wet’suwet’en land. In 1997, the Supreme Court of
Canada confirmed that Indigenous claims to land in this area still exist, and the
Wet’suwet’en Nation has vehemently opposed the pipeline’s construction. Nevertheless, and
without the “Free, Prior and Informed Consent” necessary as stipulated by the UN
Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, construction has been allowed to move
forward.
The injunction was firmly rejected by the Wet’suwet’en, and on January 7, 2020, the
Wet’suwet’en Hereditary Chiefs issued an eviction notice to the CGL pipeline company,
effective immediately. 'Over the past year, Coastal GasLink has operated on our territories despite
our opposition to the project,' the letter to CGL states. 'We must re-assert our jurisdiction over
these lands, our rights to determine access and prevent trespass under Wet’suwet’en law, and the
rights to Free Prior and Informed Consent…The denial of these rights has resulted in irreparable
harm to the land and our people.' Encampments intended to prevent pipeline construction and
reclaim Wet’suwet’en land play a crucial role in this reclamation of Indigenous rights; to
quote Unist’ot’en Camp’s spokeswoman Freda Huson, 'we’re not protestors and this isn’t a
blockade…It’s a reoccupation of our traditional lands.' Representing all five of the
Wet’suwet’en Nation’s clans, these same hereditary chiefs will monitor the eviction.
This intimidation and violence has been 'an ongoing experience' for almost a year,
according to Wet’suwet’en land defender Sleydo’ (Molly Wickham). In January 2019, the Camp
faced intimidation and violence in a raid by the Royal Canadian Mounted Police (RCMP)
who used chainsaws to break gates the Wet’suwet’en established on their traditional
territories to block construction of the CGL pipeline. The incident lead to numerous
arrests. 'The threat of their extreme use of violence and force,' Sleydo’ stated, 'hasn’t gone away
since the day of the raid. We’re constantly under that threat and pressure…Any time that injunction
order comes down, we could be facing the exact same situation that we did — or worse.'
Although certain Canadian politicians have called for an investigation into the actions
of the RCMP regarding this use of violence toward the Wet’suwet’en (which were exposed
in a recent Guardian article that quoted RCMP strategy notes as telling officers to 'use as
much violence toward the gate as you want'), RCMP spokeswoman Janelle Shoihet has merely
stated that the RCMP was denied access to the documents referenced in the report, and that the
report does not 'reflect what actually occurred.' On January 8, the RCMP went further, and released
a statement that they 'are impartial in this dispute and our priority is to facilitate a dialogue between
the various stakeholders involved.' Canadian Prime Minister Justin Trudeau has continued
to defend the pipeline, despite his stated commitments to addressing climate change and
Indigenous reconciliation.
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British Columbia’s human rights commissioner recently released a statement asking
for the government to guarantee that actions against protestors will remain peaceful. 'Canada
cannot simultaneously vie for a seat at the Security Council while ignoring their obligations to
other parts of the UN,' Kasari Govender argued, and as such, 'Indigenous peoples who oppose
development projects on their traditional territories should never be met with violence for peaceful
opposition.'
The pipeline is not solely a question of land rights, though. There is a domino effect;
Huson tells of how “RCMP…has always been used to oppress our people and remove us off
our land, and [so that] government can access the resources…even if it means destroying our
water, destroying our lands, destroying our way of life.”
With the injunction allowing a pipeline as a legal precedent, the entire future of the
Wet'suwet'en Nation is at stake. 'If this is destroyed, we will be destroyed,' said Sleydo. 'You
destroy our land and our water, and we’re as good as dead as Wet'suwet’en people.'
Protestors in Yukon expressed a similar sentiment when they gathered on January
10 in opposition to the pipeline. 'Violence against the earth is violence against the Indigenous
peoples that are the caretakers of that earth,' said Siku Allooloo (Inuit and Taino), 'and going ahead
with trying to build extractive industry in sovereign territories when Indigenous people are saying
no is rape culture. It’s inherently connected to missing and murdered Indigenous women.'
Further protests followed, with one in Vancouver the following day, and then another
in Guelph the day after. The former had over 200 protestors, and the latter had a few dozen. At
this third protest, spokesperson Natali Montilla framed the issue clearly: 'Wet’suwet’en land is not
part of Canada. They are their own separation nation. Their territory has never been ceded, and
violence has continued since then because folks do not consent to CLG, Coastal GasLink going
through their territory.'
'We are all living on occupied land,' she stated, and so 'these struggles are all
interconnected.' Finally, Montilla argued, 'It’s not the sole responsibility of Indigenous folks to
continue doing this really dangerous work (of demonstrating) It’s the role of settlers to undo
colonialism and to put pressure on the Canadian state to stop their invasion of Indigenous
territories.'
Days after the eviction notice, British Columbia Premier John Horgan reaffirmed the
construction of the CGL pipeline: 'All the permits are in place for the project and the project will
be proceeding.' Prime Minister Justin Trudeau took a slightly more diplomatic route, and was
quoted that 'when you have an elected band council that has signed agreements with various
entities, corporations, and governments, that has a certain weight to it, but there needs to be a
reflection on who speaks entirely, or who speaks in part, for different parts of the community.'
However, the UN Committee on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination has called for
security forces to leave Wet’suwet’en lands.
On January 13, 2019, the Wet’suwet’en Hereditary Chiefs submitted a formal request
to the United Nations to monitor RCMP, government and Coastal GasLink (CGL) actions
on their traditional, unceded territory. This request follows the recent directive from the UN
Committee on Racial Discrimination (CERD) requiring Canada to halt the CGL pipeline project
and withdraw RCMP from our territory in order to avoid further violations of Wet’suwet’en,
constitutional, and international law.
Cultural Survival reiterates our support for the Wet’suwet’en and joins calls to Coastal
GasLink and the RCMP to stand down. Unis’tot’en Camp received a grant from Cultural
Survival’s Keepers of the Earth Fund in 2017-2018 to host four gatherings to strategize on how to
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continue protecting their land from pipeline construction and promote traditional livelihoods on
their territory."
Robert Nott, "Congressional leaders want funding to reclaim state's orphaned wells," Santa
Fe
New
Mexican,
Jun
2,
2020,
https://www.santafenewmexican.com/news/local_news/congressional-leaders-want-funding-toreclaim-states-orphaned-wells/article_fa295e58-a417-11ea-918257a598c5eabf.html/?&logged_out=1&utm_source=Environment+WrapUp&utm_campaign=0b880012e8EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2017_07_12_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_be5ca4cdac
-0b880012e8-142253585&mc_cid=0b880012e8&mc_eid=cde7993ced, reported, "New Mexico
congressional delegates are pushing for the creation of a federal fund to help cover the costs
of plugging and reclaiming abandoned oil and gas wells.
According to testimony at the Monday [virtual congressional] hearing, the cost of
plugging more than 56,000 wells across the nation could be more than $1 trillion dollars,
which would be left to state taxpayers without any federal assistance.
Some of the wells, abandoned for decades, continue to leak methane and threaten to
contaminate groundwater sources, lawmakers and others said.
Adrienne Sandoval, director of the New Mexico Oil Conservation Division, spoke Monday
to the House Subcommittee on Energy and Mineral Resources. She and other advocates for a
federal cleanup fund emphasized another benefit of the program: jobs."
The Montana Wilderness Association has been collaborating with the state's Indian
nations to protect their lands and sacred places. This has included efforts to keep oil and gas
development off the Badger-Two Medicine - a Blackfeet Sacred site; producing a film, in
collaboration with the Crow Nation, Awaxaawippiia, as part of an effort to have the U.S. Forest
Service manage the Crazy Mountains respectfully toward the historical, cultural and spiritual
connections of the Nation to those lands. The Association has been supporting the effort of the
Confederated Salish and Kootenai Tribes and the Fort Belknap Indian Community to have
legislation passed to uphold tribal water rights that the state and federal governments have been
violating for over a century, while restoring management of lands removed from the tribes in
violation of their treaty rights ("Honoring Montana's Tribes," Montana Wild, Winter 2020).
Kendra Chamberlain, "‘Forever deadly’: State officials, communities scramble to fight a
proposal to house high-level nuclear waste in New Mexico," New Mexico Political Report, June
3, 2020, https://nmpoliticalreport.com/2020/06/04/forever-deadly-state-officials-communitiesscramble-to-fight-a-proposal-to-house-high-level-nuclear-waste-in-newmexico/?utm_source=Environment+Wrap-Up&utm_campaign=0b880012e8EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2017_07_12_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_be5ca4cdac
-0b880012e8-142253585&mc_cid=0b880012e8&mc_eid=cde7993ced,
reported,
"[Rose]
Gardner, who co-founded the Alliance for Environmental Strategies, is part of a groundswell
of opposition to a project currently under consideration by the federal Nuclear Regulatory
Commission (NRC) that would see the world’s largest nuclear waste storage facility be built
along the Lea-Eddy county line.
Holtec International, a private company specializing in spent nuclear fuel storage and
management, applied for a license from the NRC in 2017 to construct and operate the facility
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in southeastern New Mexico that would hold waste generated at nuclear utilities around the
country temporarily until a permanent, federally-managed repository is established. The
license application is making steady progress in the NRC’s process, despite the pandemic.
Proponents of the project tout the estimated $3 billion in capital investments and 100 new
jobs that it would bring to the area. But opponents — including the governor of New Mexico,
most tribal nations in the state, state lawmakers, 12 local governments and a number of local
associations — worry that the proposed interim storage facility would become a de facto
permanent storage solution for the nation’s growing nuclear waste.
'There’s a great concern that this waste, should it end up in New Mexico, will really never
move from here,' state Sen. Jeff Steinborn, D-Las Cruces, told NM Political Report. “A facility
that’s not designed to be forever, suddenly becomes forever. That’s really bad for New Mexico.
That’s not in our interest at all.'”
Navajo Nation residents of the Eastern portion of the reservation, and community
health experts testified at a hearing of the Nation's Naabik'iyati' Committee, in early March
2020, that with serious health issues ongoing from remains of uranium mining, getting the
uranium in the region cleaned up should be a number one priority (From Navajo Times, March
12,
2020:
Rima
Krisst,
"Eastern
Agency
residents: 'Where's the uranium cleanup," and Rima Krisst, "Uranium cleanup should be top
priority").
In December 2019, soil conservation expert Ernest Begay was urging those with grazing
lands on the Navajo Nation that are losing soil to erosion to take the steps they can take with
their own labor, and in some case a small amount of money, to curb most of the erosion by
their own efforts (Cindy Yurth, "Saving soil: Her'es how to get started").
Members of several tribal nations and conservationists, in December 2020, were
opposing a proposal to build a pair of hydroelectric dams on the Little Colorado River by
Pumped Hydro Storage LLC, claiming that the dams would negatively impact the water flow
and river ecosystem on the Colorado River flowing through the Grand Canyon, and damage
several Hopi Sacred sites. Pumped Hydro Storage says the dams would increase clean renewable
energy use and create jobs, with particular benefit to the Navajo Nation (Krista Allen,
"Conservationists oppose proposed dams on Little Colorado River," Navajo Times, December 19,
2019).
Beyond Extreme Energy states in an E-mail, May 21, 2020, "For the last several weeks,
we've been honored to work with the Carrizo Comecrudo Tribe of Texas, in partnership with
the Gulf Coast Center for Law and Policy, to organize a Tribunal For Human Rights starting
TOMORROW May 22nd. Many of you may remember Tribal Chairman Juan Mancias, who
joined us for our April 23 webinar with frontline leaders, and previewed this important tribunal as
part of our work during Earth Day Live last month.
The native tribunal on May 22-23 will address the continued attempts to erase the
Carrizo Comecrudo Tribe of Texas’ cultural, historical, environmental, and health
significance in South Texas. Brownsville is the location of three proposed LNG export
terminals to begin construction this year, which put community health and sacred sites at
risk. The tribunal will unfold over two days, with experts and witnesses presenting evidence on
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Friday, and an announcement of a verdict and community discussion on Saturday.
Because the issues are closely connected to our work challenging the Federal Energy
Regulatory Commission (FERC) and the expansion of fracked gas infrastructure we invite
you to attend, watch, and participate in the tribunal with us. You can click here to RSVP now for
the zoom webinar, or click here to learn more on Facebook, where the event will also be streamed
and recorded.
The tribunal will prove that the State of Texas, LNG facilities, the City of Brownsville,
and the Port of Brownsville knowingly and intentionally looted and disrupted tribal sacred
sites throughout the last 70 years. The Carrizo Comecrudo Tribe of Texas recognizes this
area of land as one of their many village sites, hunting grounds, and burial sites. These
government bodies and corporations have been involved in environmental, cultural, and
spiritual racism by disrespecting the sacred sites of the original Native people of Texas and
attempting to erase their existence for profit.
Texas LNG has proposed an export terminal that will destroy 625 acres of land, with
282 acres being permanently impacted. This would threaten priceless natural habitat of more
than 150 threatened and endangered species. According to the FERC's own data, Texas LNG
plans to destroy 47% open land, 28% scrub shrub, 14% wetland, and 11% of the open water
habitat that is essential to the survival of these protected species in Cameron County.
Altogether, the three LNG facilities would emit 10.1 million metric tons per year of
global warming pollution, the equivalent of more than 2 million automobiles on the road for
a year. Other emissions expected to be released from the facilities include nitrogen oxides,
carbon monoxide, and other organic compounds and particulate matters. These could cause
devastating health consequences to the community.
The Carrizo Comecrudo Tribe have been fighting to maintain their cultural identity by
holding on to their sacred stories and the sacred land. We stand with them, and invite you to stand
with us as part of this tribunal process. Click here to RSVP for the webinar, or follow us on
Facebook and Twitter May 22-23 at the hashtag #SaveGarciaPasture."
"President Trump's attempt to weaken coal ash pollution safeguards is nothing more than a
total giveaway to the coal industry and must be rejected: Tell the EPA to reject this harmful
rollback,"
The
Sierra
Club,
January
12,
2020,
https://act.sierraclub.org/actions/National?actionId=AR0225537&id=7013q000002BvfHAAS&d
ata=af74bb7938539fa1a4343fadf9e1765827001e2baab7cb6dd9869dbd09dbe90d5032833c10ada
edda207f87878818561&utm_medium=email&utm_source=sierraclub&utm_campaign=beyondc
oal&utm_content=coalash, stated, "President Trump and his EPA are giving fossil fuel
companies and polluters exactly what they want by weakening or eliminating the safeguards
put into place by the 2015 federal Coal Ash Rule. This will once again put our water, air and
public health at risk from hazardous coal ash.
Demand that EPA do its job: Protect your health and the environment from coal ash.
Coal-fired power plants in the U.S. burn more than 800 million tons of coal every year,
producing more than 110 million tons of solid waste in the form of fly ash, bottom ash,
scrubber sludge and boiler slag -- commonly known as coal ash.
Coal ash contains a toxic brew of carcinogens, neurotoxins, and poisons -- including
arsenic, boron, hexavalent chromium, lead, lithium, mercury, selenium, and radioactive
substances. These toxics can cause cancer, heart disease, reproductive failure, and stroke,
and can inflict permanent brain damage on children.
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When this toxic waste is dumped without proper safeguards, as has occurred for
decades throughout the U.S., hazardous chemicals are released into the air and water,
harming nearby communities and fouling water resources.
The important 2015 safeguards are supported by sound science and common sense, but
some electric utilities and the coal industry, in addition to President Trump, want to put polluter
profits ahead of public and environmental protections. Under the proposed rollback, which was
granted upon the industry's request, many of the provisions of the 2015 Coal Ash Rule would be
weakened.
Do you live near a coal ash plant that emits pollution into the air, toxic waste into a lake,
river or stream, or poisonous chemicals into the groundwater?
A recent report by the Environmental Integrity Project and Earthjustice found that 92
percent of the coal plants with coal ash ponds reporting groundwater monitoring data
pursuant to the Obama EPA Coal Ash Rule (2015) have contaminated groundwater with
toxic pollutants exceeding federal health standards.
Seeding Sovereignty announced via E-mail, January 30, 2020 "Seeding Sovereignty is
raising the volume about continued media silence on the escalating climate crisis and
Indigenous history by organizing the Indigenous contingent of the Des Moines Climate Crisis
Parade on the eve of the Iowa caucus. The parade will take place this Saturday on February 1st,
2020 at noon.
We are also pleased to announce that we have paired with First Seven Design Labs
(@f1rstse7en) to carry out a moving art exhibit and create an installation for the Parade to
uplift Indigenous community engagement in Iowa during this high profile event! We are
asking for you to join us in elevating the voices of Indigenous folx not only in the Midwest, but
across the world in a united outcry to include and center Indigenous voices in the ongoing climate
crisis dialogue."
"Additional
details
can
be
found
on
our
Eventbrite
page:
https://nativestothefront.eventbrite.com.
In Solidarity,
The Seeding Sovereignty Collective: seedingsovereignty.org."
Jessica Corbett, "'One Crisis Doesn't Stop Because Another Starts': 2,000+ Kids' Shoes
Form Climate/Covid Protest in London: 'Many young people feel suffocated by fear of what is to
come,' says an Extinction Rebellion Youth activist, 'and now with this pandemic maybe others will
start to understand our fear for the future,'" Common Dreams, May 18, 2020,
https://www.commondreams.org/news/2020/05/18/one-crisis-doesnt-stop-because-anotherstarts-2000-kids-shoes-form-climatecovid?cdorigin=rss&utm_term=AO&utm_campaign=Daily%20Newsletter&utm_content=email&utm_so
urce=Daily%20Newsletter&utm_medium=Email, reported, "In a protest Monday to call for
more ambitious action from the U.K. government to tackle the climate crisis, activists with
the group Extinction Rebellion lined up over 2,000 pairs of children's shoes in London's
Trafalgar Square and unfurled a banner that read "Covid Today > Climate Tomorrow >
Act Now."
The once bustling central London square was nearly deserted during the demonstration due
to the ongoing Covid-19 pandemic. While climate activists often took to the streets worldwide
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with their demands before the public health crisis, they have had to move online and get creative
to stay safe and comply with coronavirus-related lockdowns and social distancing guidelines.
With the Monday protest, Extinction Rebellion (XR) encouraged the government to
address the climate emergency during recovery from the pandemic and to not bail out extractive
industries that contribute to global heating. The shoes—donated by London residents, parents, and
teachers scared for their kids' future—will be given to the U.K. charity Shoe Aid after the
demonstration."
Seeding Sovereignty states in an E-mail, May 3, 2020, "Despite COVID-19, TC Energy
is still building the Coastal GasLink pipeline without Wet'suwet'en consent on their land,
putting communities and their workers at even more risk! On May 7th, people around the
world are gathering virtually to rise up in solidarity for those fighting on the frontlines of
the COVID-19 and climate crises. Join us for a #ShutDownKKR virtual rally and
communications
blockade
on
May
7th.
RSVP
at:
https://www.facebook.com/events/230185041566924/."
Ian Austen, "Pipeline Protests Cause Widespread Travel Delays Across Canada: A small
protest in Ontario supporting an Indigenous effort to block a pipeline thousands of miles away has
created large-scale disruption in Canada," The New York Times, February 12, 2020,
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/02/12/world/canada/gas-pipeline-protests.html,
reported, "A dilapidated snow plow, three tents and some barrels sit beside the snowy tracks
of the Canadian
National Railway in Tyendinaga, Ontario, a protest in support of
Indigenous leaders trying to stop the construction of a gas pipeline thousands of miles away,
in British Columbia.
The blockade, set up by the Mohawks of Tyendinaga, may not look imposing. But the
barricade, and similar ones erected at transport points across the country, has disrupted
travel for Canadians since last week — and drawn attention to the pipeline dispute."
The Union of Concerned Scientists (UCS), actions in winter and spring 2020 to attempt
to keep public decision making consistent with good science have included:
"UCS and the Coronavirus: The Union of Concerned Scientists is actively monitoring the
coronavirus pandemic and its implications for scientific integrity."
"Social Distancing, Contact Tracing, and Herd Immunity Matter: Infectious disease
epidemiologist Dr. Beth Linas discusses how we move forward after flattening the curve of the
coronavirus.
"In Support of Sustainable Eating: This policy brief makes the case for incorporating
recent research on dietary patterns and sustainability into the 2020-2025 Dietary Guidelines for
Americans."
"Voting Rights and Environmental Justice: Disenfranchisement through voter
suppression and gerrymandering prevents overburdened communities from fighting back against
threats to their well-being."
"The White House Scrapped the Science on Trichloroethylene—So We’re Urging the
EPA to Investigate."
"Even With Negative Oil Prices and COVID-19 Global Standstill, ExxonMobil,
Chevron Must Still Commit to Net Zero Emissions."
For more information visit: www.ucsusa.org.
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Amazon Watch stated in an E-mail, May 21, 2020, "Today is an international day of
protest against Chevron's abuses by communities all over the world. The company will hold
its annual shareholder meeting next week, so we must make our voices heard now so that it can't
hide the truth from its shareholders and the world then. Join us!
At 10 am Pacific (1 pm Eastern), join the True Cost of Chevron Network and Protect
the Protest Coalition for an online virtual event. Learn from communities affected by
Chevron's deliberate pollution, legal attacks, environmental racism, and climate destruction,
and find out how you can take action to support their work.
Among the other ways to engage today:
Our friends in Australia have called for a Twitter storm starting this morning. Please tweet using
the hashtag #AntiChevron at least five times between 8 and 9 am your local time (in your time
zone). Grab some sample tweets and images here.
At 8 am Pacific (11 am Eastern), tune into the live press conference from Ecuador as
communities affected by Chevron's toxic contamination in the Amazon talk about their ongoing
campaign for justice and a full clean-up of the largest oil-related environmental disaster in history.
Chevron is the world's worst global polluter and corporate bully. That's why it has
earned an annual day of global protest: #AntiChevronDay."
"Protesters chant 'Shell must fall' at oil major's meeting," Reuters, May 19, 2020,
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-climate-change-netherlands-shell/protesters-chant-shell-mustfall-at-oil-majors-meeting-idUSKBN22V1G0, reported, "Dozens of demonstrators chanting
“Shell must fall” gathered on Tuesday outside the oil giant’s headquarters in the
Netherlands, where a virtual annual shareholders’ meeting was underway.
Roughly 30 activists from environmental groups Greenpeace, Extinction Rebellion
and Code Red sang and danced in protest at the Hague offices of Royal Dutch Shell
(RDSa.L).
Hundreds of activists had signed up to attend, but Dutch authorities allowed no more than 30 due
to coronavirus distancing measures.
During the shareholders’ meeting, some large investors were expected to press the
company for more concrete action to reduce its environmental footprint and meet the Paris
climate goals.
Dozens more protesters, many wearing face masks to prevent the spread of COVID-19,
demonstrated outside the nearby national parliament building and city hall."
"Save Bristol Bay," Environmental Action, via E-mail, May 17, 2020,
https://environmentalaction.webaction.org/p/dia/action4/common/public/?action_KEY=38037&supporter_KEY=1385
161&uid=8c4c8f3a66e98dfb7737586d71ede14e&utm_source=salsa&utm_medium=email&tag=
email_blast:77919&utm_campaign=EAC4-FCNS:MINING0420&utm_content=EM9:00C:0HH-AAE, stated, "Alaska's Bristol Bay is an irreplaceable wild
place. It's home to one of the world's largest salmon runs, sheltering tens of millions of fish
as they spawn. Around the vibrant waters, Alaskan tundra blooms into a rich wetland home
to hundreds of species of birds and land animals.1
But just upstream, a company wants to dig the largest open-pit mine in North America,
which would do irreparable damage to Bristol Bay. And in April, a court failed to rule
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against the mine, which means, despite how destructive it could be, there's still a real
possibility this project could happen.2,3
It's time to put a stop to this wildly irresponsible project and protect this special place
forever. Tell the Army Corps of Engineers: Say no to Pebble Mine and save Bristol Bay.
Each year, all five types of North American salmon pour into Bristol Bay, and up the rivers
that feed it, to spawn. After sheltering and growing here for their first few years, the offspring
return to the Bering Sea.
The ecosystem that has blossomed around the bay and its rivers revolves around the ebb
and flow of the salmon. Wolves, grizzly bears and 190 kinds of birds live and feed here. The
wetlands are rich with life in a way few might imagine the far north could be.4
If the gold and copper deposit that sits upstream is fully exploited, Pebble's open pits could
cover an area the size of Manhattan. Blowing open that much tundra would block and drain many
of the streams and wetlands so important to the salmon's reproduction.5
The Army Corps of Engineers is going to release its final environmental impact
statement this summer, which could have a big impact on whether the project lives or dies.
And the fact that a judge just ruled against mine opponents means that the possibility of this mine
getting approved is very real.6
Take action: Send a message to the Army Corps of Engineers and tell it to spare Bristol
Bay.
One thing we now know about mines is that they leach toxic metals. In the U.S. alone,
researchers have found that 50 million tons of wastewater loaded with toxic metals flow from
mining sites every day, nearly half of which enters nearby waterways.7
If toxic metals flow downstream from Pebble Mine into the salmon-rich Bristol Bay, that could
seriously threaten the salmon run and, consequently, the countless wildlife that rely on the salmon
to survive.
Stand up for Bristol Bay."
"1. "About Bristol Bay," Environmental Protection Agency, last accessed October 16, 2019.
2. "An Assessment of Potential Mining Impacts on Salmon Ecosystems of Bristol Bay, Alaska -Executive Summary," Environmental Protection Agency, January 14, 2014.
3. Liz Ruskin, "Foes of Pebble Mine lose a round in court," Alaska Public Media, April 17, 2020.
4. "About Bristol Bay," Environmental Protection Agency, last accessed October 16, 2019.
5. "An Assessment of Potential Mining Impacts on Salmon Ecosystems of Bristol Bay, Alaska -Executive Summary," Environmental Protection Agency, January 14, 2014.
6. Liz Ruskin, "Foes of Pebble Mine lose a round in court," Alaska Public Media, April 17, 2020.
7. "US Mines Unleash Millions of Gallons of Polluted Water Each Day," Associated Press,
February 21, 2019."
Amazon
Watch,
https://amazonwatch.org/take-action/join-the-call-for-amoratorium?email=ssachs@earthlink.net&first=Stephen&last=Sachs&utm_source=Amazon+Watc
h+Newsletter+and+Updates&utm_campaign=870bf40e9b-2019-04-25blk%2B_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_e6f929728b-870bf40e9b342254273&mc_cid=870bf40e9b&mc_eid=8769095ac1, on June 5, 2020, announced a campaign,
"Join the Call for a Moratorium on the Invasion and Destruction of Amazonian
Indigenous Lands!," "The COVID-19 pandemic has created an additional crisis for
indigenous and traditional peoples across the Amazon Basin. In response, they have called for
an immediate moratorium on any activity that includes the entering of foreign persons into
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indigenous territories, the development of mining activities, logging, oil exploration and
extraction, industrial agriculture, religious proselytization, or increased militarization.
Demand that Amazonian governments and corporations doing business there follow
through with concrete action and immediately cease all destructive and extractive activities
on indigenous lands!"
Arianna Adirim-Lanza, "First Nations in Canada Urge Northeast U.S. to Reject
Greenwashed Canadian Hydropower," Cultural Survival, February 06, 2020,
https://www.culturalsurvival.org/news/first-nations-canada-urge-northeast-us-rejectgreenwashed-canadian-hydropower, reported, "Indigenous communities in Eastern Canada are
denouncing a hydroelectric project that is slated to provide “clean” hydropower for sale to
Northeast U.S. states.
Despite vehement opposition from the Labrador Inuit, Nalcor Energy, the provincial
energy corporation of Newfoundland and Labrador, finished flooding the Muskrat Falls
reservoir for the first phase of the Lower Churchill Project in September 2019 and is now
finalizing plans to build the 2,250 MW Gull Island Dam for the project’s second phase, to be
started once buyers are identified. The Gull Island Dam would be nearly three times the size
of Muskrat Falls, a project that has fragmented Indigenous communities along the Churchill
River, contaminated waterways with toxic methylmercury, and brought harm to Indigenous
ways of life.
Nalcor has presented the second phase of the Lower Churchill Project as an initiative that
will make up for economic losses sustained from the first phase of the project and with potential
to export 'clean' energy to regions in the US such as New England. Yet Indigenous Peoples
living near the project believe that the provincial government did not fulfill its responsibility
to consult with them about development for the project and has disregarded concerns about
environmental and Indigenous health risks. Although in July 2010, the Innu Nation gave
their consent to the Lower Churchill Project, the Labrador Inuit and Labrador Métis, who
live downstream from the major projects, were not consulted at all.
According to a 2016 report commissioned by the Nunatsiavut government, who represent
the Labrador Inuit, and conducted by Harvard University, Memorial University, and the University
of Manitoba scientists, the flooding involved in the creation of hydroelectric power for the
project results in the production of methylmercury. The accumulation of methylmercury
causes a variety of health problems, including impaired brain development that can last for
generations.
The Labrador Inuit, whose land claim area extends into Lake Melville, which is an estuary
only 50 kilometers from the site of the hydroelectric project, risk greater methylmercury exposures
than others in the area. This is because they are more reliant on the local food web for their
survival, and are thus more susceptible to the negative health impacts of consuming seafood from
the river.
Rita Monias, an Indigenous elder of Pimicikamak Cree Nation in northern Manitoba,
traveled to Ottawa, Canada’s capital city, to protest the first phase of the project in 2018.
She and dozens of other peaceful protestors were banned from Parliament Hill and arrested
for trespassing. “It’s not about me. It’s about our children, our grandchildren, and other people.
We all need this place to live,” said Monias regarding the motivation for her activism.
The Lower Churchill Project is one among many large scale hydropower projects
pushed through by the Canadian government which have failed to properly consult with
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impacted First Nations. Monias previously joined other protestors from Pimicikamak
Okimawin Cree Nation to voice opposition against Jenpeg Dam, a generating station built
near their home that has severely disrupted their way of life.
`
Other Indigenous opponents of large dam projects who believe that the demand for
energy in the US market will drive further development of Canada’s waterways for such
projects have toured the New England region to speak against Canadian hydropower. One
of these individuals, Roberta Benefiel, a director of Grand Riverkeeper Labrador, has traveled
throughout New England to raise awareness about the impacts of such projects on Indigenous
communities and the environment.' It’s not just about methylmercury,' said Benefiel.'It’s about
the natural flow of the river, and the loss of a valuable natural resource.'
The construction of large hydroelectric dams carries significant environmental risks.
Large dams disrupt rivers’ important function of regulating an increasingly volatile global
carbon cycle. They also contribute to greenhouse gas emissions and destroy food chains,
critical habitats, and biodiversity in freshwater ecosystems.
New England currently receives 1.4 terawatt hours of electricity from hydropower
projects in Quebec and Newfoundland and Labrador alone, and many state governments in
the region have agreed to purchase even more hydropower from other provinces of Canada.
In 2018, Massachusetts Governor Charlie Baker signed a power-purchase agreement with HydroQuebec to import 9.4 million MWh of Canadian hydropower energy from Quebec to
Massachusetts every year. The transportation of Quebec hydropower to Massachusetts will
require the construction of the 145-mile ‘New England Clean Energy Connect’ (NECEC)
transmission project, which will cut through Maine’s forests, wetlands, rivers, and
ponds, threatening vital wildlife habitats and ecosystems. Governor Janet Mills of Maine has
already signed off on the transmission project.
Additionally, as part of his version of a 'Green New Deal' for New York City, Mayor
Bill de Blasio is currently considering an agreement that would involve purchasing
hydropower from Champlain Hudson Power Express, a proposed transmission line that
would run under the Hudson River. The initiative would have disastrous environmental
impacts for Indigenous communities throughout Canada.
Take Action:
The North American Megadam Resistance Alliance, a coalition of organizations
focused on protecting rivers and their communities by resisting “mega-dam” projects and
associated transmission corridors, has started a petition urging New England state governors
and Mayor de Blasio to reject Canadian hydropower. You can sign and share the petition here.
Join Say NO to NECEC, a grassroots environmental education and advocacy group in
Maine that opposes the New England Clean Energy Connect.
Send a message or call 212-NEW-YORK to let Mayor Bill de Blasio know Canadian
hydropower is not clean energy, and to urge him not to go forward with the Champlain Hudson
Power Express agreement.
Sign petition to Make Muskrat Right and sign up for updates from the Nunatsiavut
government"
Laura R. Graham, with collaboration from Edson Krenak Naknanuk, "A’uwẽ-Xavante
Leaders Denounce Bogus Consultations Regarding 3 Hydroelectric Dams, Demand Halt to
Commercial Transport on Federal Highways During Covid," Cultural Survival, May 13, 2020,
https://www.culturalsurvival.org/news/auwe-xavante-leaders-denounce-bogus-consultations44

regarding-3-hydroelectric-dams-demand-halt, reported, "A’uwẽ-Xavante leaders from the
Xavante Indigenous Territories of São Marcos, Areões, Pimentel Barbosa and Sangradouro
denounce the consultation process concerning three hydroelectric dams planned for
tributaries to the Rio das Mortes in Brazil’s eastern Mato Grosso state. According to a
denunciation issued on March 3, 2020, by A’uwẽ-Xavante leaders (see below), political and
business interests are corrupting the consultation process. They are co-opting leaders,
excluding representatives of communities to be affected, and seeding division among
Indigenous Peoples who inhabit the Rio das Mortes basin. Because a technical detail
absurdly defines the affected zone as the very limited area within a 40-kilometer radius of
each construction site, only a small group of leaders from a single Xavante Indigenous
Territory, Sangradouro (see map), have been summoned to participate in meetings
regarding the development of a consultation protocol. This same small group also authorizes
companies involved in the dams’ construction to move forward conducting impact studies.
In December 2019, FUNAI notified leaders from communities in the westernmost Xavante
Indigenous Territory of Sangradouro of the firm Bom Futuro Energy’s plans to construct three
small hydroelectric power plants -- Cumbuco, Geologist Lucimar Gomes, and Entre Rios -- on
tributaries to the Rio das Mortes. Because these dams will affect four other Indigenous Territories
along the Rio das Mortes -- including three additional Xavante Territories (São Marcos, Areões,
Pimentel Barbosa) and also the Bororo Territory of Meruri – the denunciation demands
that representatives from these Territories also be included in consultations and in developing a
culturally meaningful consultation process. Moreover, the authors - who include community
leaders and representatives from A’uwẽ-Xavante NGOs - assert that, in order for a consultation
protocol to be legitimate, representatives from the firms that have a stake in the construction – and,
especially their money – as well as Mato Grosso state representatives who also have a stake in the
project, must be excluded from the process.
Citing the example of an A’uwẽ-Xavante representative from the Xavante Warã
Association (AXW) who was banned from the meetings, the denunciation’s authors accuse the
current consultation protocol of exclusionary practice, co-option of leadership, and exacerbating
divisions and rivalries among A’uwẽ-Xavante.
In addition to opposing the construction company’s participation in designing the
consultation protocol, the authors object to its proceeding with impact studies until
representation from all A’uwẽ-Xavante and Boe-Bororo Territories to be affected are
included in the consultation process. In their denunciation the leaders underscore that the
Rio das Mortes is sacred. The lives and cultures of A’uwẽ-Xavante and Boe-Bororo depend
on the river’s vitality as well as on the flora and fauna that are also sustained by a healthy
river. For this reason, the leaders demand their right to autonomy and independence in
constructing the consultation process (for more on Free, Prior and Informed Consent, see
here). See A’uwẽ-Xavante leaders’ denunciation below,
While continuing to suffer pressure concerning the implementation of these dams,
Boe-Bororo and A’uwẽ-Xavante -- whose territories are located at the epicenter of Brazil’s
booming soy region -- are at risk of COVID-19 exposure from traffic along federal highways
that run through their territories. The Xavante Warã Association is demanding that Brazil
suspend commercial traffic along Federal Highways BR-070 and BR-158 that traverse the
Xavante Indigenous Territories of Areões, Marãiwaitsede, Pimentel Barbosa, São Marcos,
and Sangradouro, and the Bororo Indigenous Territory Meruri (see AXW letter
below). Given population increases since 2014, when the last official demographic data was
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collected, the population in these areas totals at least 10,000. Hundreds of transport trucks and
busses daily travel these highways, potentially exposing thousands of Indigenous inhabitants to
contagion. Illegal fishing and hunting poachers, loggers and miners also enter A’uwẽ-Xavante
and Boe-Bororo Indigenous Territories via these highways, further increasing Indigenous Peoples’
risk of COVID exposure. A’uwẽ-Xavante and Boe-Bororo also travel these highways to reach
towns outside of their reserves where they purchase staple foods. Like many of Brazil’s Indigenous
Peoples who began receiving basic food support (cesta basica) through social programs for low
income households instituted during the Lula government (2003-2010), they now rely heavily on
store-bought food staples. To obtain basic subsistence items, they must travel these dangerous
highways which are now even more perilous when the risk of COVID exposure from truckers and
other travelers is high. Reports indicate that, as of April 13, Brazil’s Indian Health Service has one
confirmed at least one COVID case among A’uwẽ-Xavante.
A’uwẽ-Xavante are particularly at risk for COVID-19 because of high rates of
diseases that represent significant co-morbidity. Studies indicate that A’uwẽ-Xavante have the
highest incidence of diabetes of any ethnic group in Brazil. They also have a high incidence of
tuberculosis. Closing highways BR-070 and BR-158 to commercial transport would significantly
reduce the potential exposure risk for A’uwẽ-Xavante and Boe-Bororo who live along and travel
these heavily trafficked highways. AXW requests support for its work making masks, as well as
for food, and medication, to be distributed to A’uwẽ-Xavante communities. (To make a
contribution
to
AXW’s
COVID-related
work, click
here.) Click
https://www.culturalsurvival.org/sites/default/files/Carta%20de%20CSBRs_Covid_April2020%
5B1%5D.pdf to see Cultural Survival’s advocacy letter requesting Brazil suspend traffic along
these highways.
In the midst of COVID-19, Brazil continues to advance policies that undermine the rights
of the nation’s 305 distinct Indigenous Peoples, who comprise more than 1 million of its
citizens. New actions by the Brazilian government not only repeat past injustices but
are accelerating threats to the rights and livelihoods of Indigenous people. They also exacerbate
negative impacts on the environment, including the cerrado -- home to many unique and threatened
flora and fauna species and with fewer legal protections than Amazonia -- where A’uwẽ-Xavante
and Boe-Bororo, along with thousands of other Indigenous Peoples, reside.
The government of Jair Bolsonaro favors the interests of business, miners, land grabbers,
local politicians, and representatives of the bancada ruralista in the National Congress (rural
caucus) -- stakeholders who consistently violate Indigenous Peoples’ rights to Free, Prior and
Informed Consent- over the interests and lives of Indigenous Peoples. Brazil’s Articulation of
Indigenous Peoples (APIB), which brings together the nation’s Indigenous organizations,
repudiates draft Bill 191 (Projeto de Lei 191) that President Jair Bolsonaro submitted to the
National Congress on February 6, 2020. If it becomes law, this bill which President
Bolsonaro described as his “dream,” would loosen restrictions on third party activities in
Indigenous Territories and permit mineral, oil and gas exploration and extraction, as well
as the implementation of large-scale infrastructure projects such as roads and hydroelectric
dams. It would also allow intensive agricultural activities, thereby violating the 1988 Federal
Constitution and ILO 169 which Brazil is party to since July 2002. "APIB, therefore,
denounces the Bolsonaro Government’s manipulation of our right to autonomy and
repudiates this death project that, at whatever cost, permits the implementation in
Indigenous Territories of projects that will cause irreversible impacts, especially to isolated
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and recently contacted Indigenous Peoples.” On May 13, 2020, the President of Brazil’s
Chamber of Deputies delayed consideration of this bill until the following week.
Another modification, Institutional Norm #9/2020, dated April 22, 2020 is
particularly dangerous because it officially alters the administrative charge of FUNAI, the
Brazilian equivalent of the U.S. Federal Bureau of Indian Affairs. The new norm aligns
FUNAI and its work more closely with the Presidential agenda. The Norm undermines
Indigenous Peoples’ constitutionally guaranteed rights to lands by permitting the
government to refrain from granting legal title to Indigenous Territories that have not yet
completed all of the many steps in the long and complicated administrative process of
finalizing title (“homologizing”). Currently 237 Indigenous Territory cases, in various
procedural stages of the titling process, are pending. During the Bolsonaro regime, the
number of Indigenous Territories suffering illegal invasions has more than
doubled. Invaders are involved in illegal activities such as mining, timber extraction, and the
poaching and sale of wild animals. With fewer resources and less power and expertise than ever
before, FUNAI now operates according to an economic-political agenda that has nothing to do
with Indigenous rights and protection.
Draft Bill 191 and Institutional Norm #9/2020 are part of the 'structured policy' that
the government of Jair Bolsonaro is implementing to systematically undermine Indigenous
rights and delay the demarcation of Indigenous lands. His strategy involves changing
FUNAI’s administrative mandate, issuing requests for the re-analysis of territorial claims,
eliminating resources and replacing key personnel who are responsible for studies that
delimit Territories with individuals who are less capable. The Bolsonaro’ government’s
policies are endangering the lives of Indigenous Peoples and exacerbating existing rural conflicts.
FUNAI’s current president, Marcelo Augusto Xavier da Silva, its new officers - who are affiliated
with the military and agribusiness - and the Director of the Isolated Peoples’ Program, Ricardo
Lopes Dias, support President Bolsonaro’s agenda to evangelize, exploit and dismantle
Constitutional protections for Brazil’s Indigenous Peoples. During the COVID-19 pandemic in
which, according to APIB, 77 Indigenous Brazilians have died to date and 308 individuals from
34 distinct Indigenous groups have been infected, President Bolsonaro’s inflammatory rhetoric is
stimulating invasions into Indigenous Territories and increasing violence against Brazil’s
Indigenous Peoples. The president is making good on all of the anti-indigenous promises he made
during his campaign, including his commitment to “not demarcate one more millimeter” of land
for Indigenous Peoples. The Bolsonaro government is pressing rapidly ahead with its project to
undermine Indigenous rights during the pandemic.
A’uwẽ-Xavante Motion Regarding Consultation Procedures in relation to
Construction of Hydroelectrics on the Rio das Mortes Mato Grosso, Brazil
March 3, 2020, Barra do Garças, Mato Grosso
'We – caciques, leaders and Associations from Xavante Indigenous Territories of São
Marcos, Areões, Pimentel Barbosa and Sangradouro -- publicly denounce the manner in which
discussions concerning three Small Hydroelectric Power Plants planned for construction on the
Rio das Mortes are being handled by the firm Bom Futuro Energy. The three projects
are: Cumbuco, Geologist Lucimar Gomes, and Entre Rios. Bom Futuro Energy exploits the Mato
Grosso region, installing development projects adjacent to Indigenous lands.
From the outset, when Bom Futuro Energy first sought to present its project to Xavante,
the company has endeavored to cause division among our people. Its meetings are spaces of cooption and the exclusion of opposing viewpoints. The documents produced based on these
47

meetings do not express what actually happened at the meetings. The meeting minutes omit
discussions that took place regarding the hydroelectric projects. The debates about the Free, Prior
and Informed Consultation managed by the firm seek to manipulate this process within the
community of Sangradouro.
The minutes from the first meeting, held on December 5, 2019, states that the company
presented its project and spoke about the terms of Free, Prior and Informed consultation.
At that meeting, Mr. Norberto Tseredawa, secretary of the Warã Association, proposed to
include Representatives from three additional Xavante Indigenous Territories - São Marcos,
Areões and Pimentel Barbosa -- and also Bororo who inhabit the Indigenous Territory of Meruri,
because the Rio das Mortes passes through these territories and is essential to the reproduction of
our life and cultures. We understand the participation of these communities to be essential to the
legitimacy of the consultation process. The meeting minutes indicate that "representatives were
chosen" who have the capacity to deliberate the consultation’s procedures.
At the second meeting held in Primavera do Leste on January 27, 2020, those present
decided that only the members of this Commission of representatives could participate [thereby
limiting A’uwẽ-Xavante representation to those from Sangradouro who participated in the first
meeting]. However, in addition to these members, other representatives who are in favor of the
project were also present: representatives of the Pareci Association; Mr. Aguinaldo Santos,
Superintendent for Indigenous Affairs for the State of Mato Grosso; and the President of the Rural
Union of Primavera do Leste. In contrast, the participation of Mr. Felix A’uwẽ, Vice President of
the Xavante Warã Association, was barred because he was not part of the first Commission. The
inclusion of the members from the first Commission and prohibition against Felix’s participation
favored the company’s position. Consensus in favor of the projects was being built into the
formation of this Commission, which is responsible for carrying out the consultation process
itself.
We defend the elaboration of the Consultation Protocol in which all A’uwẽ-Xavante people
can decide and participate in Free, Prior and Informed Consultation because the Rio das Mortes is
a sacred part of our territories and fundamental for the reproduction of our way of life. We are
already concerned about what is happening on the Teles Pires River, where the Sinop hydroelectric
plant was responsible for a large fish-kill in 2019 that continued into this year. We do not want the
same thing to happen with our sacred river.
The document describing the scope and Plan of Work [Terms of Reference] issued by the
National Indian Foundation (FUNAI) specifies that consultations will take place with Sangradouro
Indigenous Territory thereby excluding all other Xavante and Bororo Indigenous Territories to be
affected by these projects. This is legalistically rationalized based on an official decree defining
40 km as the area to be affected by the projects. This is a bureaucratic strategy to avoid
consultations with our communities as a whole. This cannot be the starting point for the
construction of our Consultation Protocol because we understand that an ensemble of Xavante
Indigenous Territories must participate in the Consultation.
The minutes from the third meeting of this Committee, held on February 11, 2020, and
self-titled “Grand Meeting for Prior Consultation” documents the presence of the entire staff of
technical specialists from Bom Futuro Energy and MRS Consultants and their participation in
debates. The minutes end by stating that the Xavante are not opposed to continuing the studies
required for the execution of the Hydroelectric Plants and to the possibility that the company pay
for and develop the Consultation Protocol.
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The company’s presence in the development of the Xavante Consultation Protocol, is
inacceptable. Even more unacceptable is the company’s money. We have the autonomy to decide!
We assert that the Bororo Indigenous Territory of Meruri and the Xavante Indigenous Territories
of Areões, São Marcos and Pimentel Barbosa, all to be affected by these hydroelectric projects,
should also be part of the committee responsible for developing our Consultation Protocol.
Furthermore, representatives from the company, the Mato Grosso state Office of
Indigenous Affairs, and technical specialists paid for by the company among others, must not be
present in this Committee. We do not agree with the illegitimate manner in which this process is
being managed. Those who defend hydroelectric plants are working to create divisions among
Xavante. Our communities are being harassed by development companies who attempt to deepen
divisions and exacerbate rivalries. The enemies of Indigenous Rights support this criminal activity.
The Consultation Protocol must be developed by A’uwẽ-Xavante in an independent
autonomous and independent manner, without interference from those with interests in the
hydroelectric power plants. These projects will create dependency, worsen our living conditions
and have damaging effects on our culture. The Rio das Mortes is our sacred river. Its vitality is
fundamental to our culture. We, A’uwẽ-Xavante, wish to build our Consultation Protocol in our
own way, independently and according to our traditional organization, as recognized in ILO
Convention 169. This is the only possible way to develop a consultation process that is valid for
our people. Any other way is illegitimate.
Read ASSOCIAÇÃO XAVANTE WARÃ's letter requesting COVID assistance at:
https://www.culturalsurvival.org/sites/default/files/Covid%20solicitation_BR%20suspension.pdf
Carta
de ASSOCIAÇÃO
XAVANTE
WARÃ
em
português:
https://www.culturalsurvival.org/sites/default/files/Solicitação%20COVIDNO%20BR%20traffic.pdf."
Adam Nossiter, "One of Europe’s Most Polluted Towns Stages a Noisy Revolt: Residents
of Fos-sur-Mer accepted a trade-off for decades: good jobs for foul air. But when the health costs
became impossible to ignore, they went to court, a groundbreaking move in France.," The New
York Times, April 1, 2020, https://www.nytimes.com/2020/04/01/world/europe/france-pollutionfos-sur-mer.html, reported, "For years, the inhabitants of Fos-sur-Mer, France, accepted their
illnesses — for example, a cancer rate that is double the national average [and there is a high
rate of asthma] — in exchange for jobs in the nearly 200 factories, warehouses, gas terminals
and industrial sheds that surround them."
"But enough got to be enough. Citizens in this otherwise sun-dappled corner of the
Mediterranean, just west of Marseille, decided not long ago that they would take action,
whatever their misgivings about losing their jobs."
The residents of Fos-sur-Mer have taken their concerns to court with a file a criminal
complaint charging the steel, oil and petrochemical companies in the region of risking their
lives, and indeed many have become sick and a good many died from pollution.
Nati Garcia, "Exchanging Experiences of Communities Affected by Dams," Cultural
Survival, January 18, 2020, https://www.culturalsurvival.org/news/exchanging-experiencescommunities-affected-dams, reported, "On September 24-27, 2019, the third gathering of
Peoples affected by dams, For Water, Energy and Sovereignty of the Peoples, was held in
Panama with the organizational support of the Movement of People Affected by Dams
(MAR) and Red Nacional en Defensa del Agua en Panamá (RNDAP) at the University of
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Panama. Over 100 delegates Indigenous and non-Indigenous from Canada, United States,
Mexico, Guatemala, Honduras, Colombia, Brazil, Argentina, Chile, Bolivia, Uruguay, Peru, Cuba,
Haiti, Uganda, El Salvador, Puerto Rico, Costa Rica, Germany, and Panama attended.
A grant from the Keepers of the Earth Fund supported the participation of Indigenous
delegates from Panama to help strengthen communication and relationships with Indigenous and
non-Indigenous communities in Latin America and to unify their struggles at the international
level.
With the dynamics imposed by the global economy, Latin American countries are
seen as a commodity full of raw resources and material to exploit, where large corporate
companies and international banks appropriate natural assets such as water and oil for
investment in the energy development sector as means to concentrate the wealth and
detriment access to the people habituating the source. Panama and many other countries
have been experiencing a rapid increase of hydroelectric project construction without the
consent of local communities and with no plans for reparation measures or accountability;
consequently, contributing to the increase of poverty, cultural fragmentation, and social
vulnerability. Hydroelectric constructions deeply affect the surrounding ecosystem by
flooding areas of fertile land and biodiversity. These processes are also responsible for the
increase of violence, particularly affecting Indigenous women and children.
Most corporate companies who benefit from the energy sector are transnational.
Other beneficiaries include companies that sell equipment, construction material, as well as
international banks that fund the projects. Since there is little accountability for human
rights violations committed, impunity only multiples and no legal regulation is imposed.
It is from this context where social movements and organizations are confronting the
effects of hydroelectric projects in Latin America and the Caribbean. This was one of the
objectives for the continental gathering held in Panama, along with bridging
acknowledgment of the presence of Indigenous Peoples in these conversations as the ones
severely impacted and most excluded. As attendee Rogelio Urriola, cacique from Ngäbe Buglé
Comarca, Veraguas, stated, 'It is important to know the worldview of Indigenous Peoples. I believe
that the people that have a fundamental basis of processes, struggle and life of the territory is the
original Peoples. We are not people that return to nature nor do we defend nature, we are nature.
When companies arrive in the villages they always want to negotiate and we do not want to
negotiate. We then do not manage to reach a resolution in our favor.'
In the western part of Panama alone, over 25 hydroelectric project licenses have been
granted for construction of large multipurpose dams which also support transportation and
mining companies to have an easier entry into Indigenous and campesino territories without
community approval. These projects have caused much controversy and division among
communities.
The Panamanian government does not recognize Indigenous territories as collective
lands. Many Indigenous communities continue to reside outside the comarca. Their lands
are labelled as 'protected areas' by law without Indigenous consultation. The management
of the territories is then administered by the Ministry of Environment, facilitating
investment for large hydroelectric projects, mining operations or residential tourism. This
places Indigenous Peoples in a situation of a constant struggle in reclaiming their territory
and natural resources.
Indigenous delegates from the Ño Kribo, Bagama, Nedrini and Ködridri areas of the
Comarca Ngäbe Bugle, as well as delegates from the Emberá and Naso communities attended the
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meeting. The Indigenous delegates shared their experiences in defending their territories in
Panama and the need for support from national and international movements. Delegates impacted
by the controversial hydroelectric projects such as Barro Blanco, Changuinola 1 Hydroelectric
Dam (Chan-75) and Central Hydroelectric Bonyic also shared actions taken at the Inter-American
Commission of Human Rights and UNESCO as examples of their resistance. "'It was a very good
experience, a space to meet brothers from other countries with the same struggle, about territorial
rights and natural resources. It allowed us to publicize the reality of Panama to the other countries.
It was good to know more about MAR, which is an immense ocean that unites us all, with a single
thought for the rivers, for the land, for our rights, and for the defense of future generations, against
bad intentions from companies and governments that do not understand the rights of Indigenous
Peoples and Afro- descendants,' said Feliciano Santos (Ngäbe) land defense coordinator in Bocas
del Toro.
'We have to be aware of the fight and struggle, the fight is not only for this moment, it’s
always present,” a statement declared by Weni Miranda (Ngäbe) from a small village called Kiad
located in Bagama in the Ngäbe Bugle Comarca where construction of Barro Blanco Hydroelectric
project has imposed human rights violations and damage to the ecosystem. Miranda is also a
member of the April 10th Movement (Movimiento 10 de Abril), where her family continue to
resist operations of the hydroelectric project. It is a reminder that for many Indigenous
communities the struggle for existence is always present. It is a sacrifice to guarantee the survival
of future generations and protection of mother earth. In the cosmology of many Indigenous Peoples
who have been stewards and allies of the natural world, there is no separation, there is one holistic
identity.
The four-day gathering paved the route for strengthening strategic organization,
communication, and development of solidarity among continental struggles for the defense of
Indigenous lands. The event was deemed a positive development that reaffirmed hope,
commitment, and determination.
In addition to continental gathering, a meeting was held exclusively for women. Over 50
women from 20 countries affected by dams participated. Indigenous and non-Indigenous women
gathered to share stories and experiences. 'We, women, are a main part of the fight. Without
women, a struggle never progresses as it should. We have been in conflict with Barrio Blanco dam
for many years and continue,' said Guedia Jiménez (Ngäbe), a member of the Movimiento 10 de
abril against the Barro Blanco dam.
The space was a supportive and multicultural embrace of many women who denounced the
violations of transnational companies who benefit from the water and energy of Indigenous
communities and prevent communities from living a dignified life that respects human rights and
nature. There are many challenges that women face when confronting these struggles where
inhuman systems of equality hinder their manifestation for self-determination. There is great need
to create spaces for women to self-organize and develop fighting strategies against violence,
discrimination, and destruction. "Indigenous Peoples and women have proposals for development
that have nothing to do with banks or other countries that have an interest in our territory," stated
a representative from Bloque de Organizaciones Campesinas Indígenas del Norte Amazónico in
Bolivia (BOCINAB).
Very often Indigenous women are on the frontlines defending life and face patriarchal,
imperialist, and colonialist systems. As a delegate from Peru sang “When my people are in danger,
I will give my life, my blood, for my brothers who suffer…Together we will fight with one heart
for the sovereignty of Latin America to advance to a revolution. Together we will fight with one
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heart.” Her voice echoed the resistance and strength of the women, who then in unity chanted,
'Women, water, and energy are not merchandise to be violated.'
The exchange of experiences at the four-day continental gathering demonstrated
cooperation between various organizations and movements, showing vitality and commitment to
social change to face the challenges in a world of climate crisis."
"Koef Grant Partner Spotlight: Lokiaka Community Development Centre," Cultural
Survival, January 27, 2020, https://www.culturalsurvival.org/news/koef-grant-partnerspotlight-lokiaka-community-development-centre. reported, "The Ogoni in the Niger Delta
region face threats to their livelihood as the quality of their land depletes and the biodiversity
of the local ecosystem deteriorates due to oil and gas extraction on their land. Their
farmlands are less fertile and integral plants are becoming extinct, escalating food insecurity.
Through a grant from Keepers of the Earth Fund to the Lokiaka Community Development
Centre, volunteers at Lokiaka worked to replenish the land by conducting two intensive
training sessions with Ogoni women. Workshops taught 65 women farmers the skills to start
mangrove and fruit tree nurseries, and trained 55 women to make fuel-efficient stoves out of
clay. Lokiaka emphasizes the role of Indigenous women farmers in maintaining the health of the
land and ecosystem to ensure that women are recognized as important stewards of the land. With
the aid of KOEF’s resources, Lokiaka helped Ogoni women utilize their natural resources to
improve their living standards while reducing carbon emissions, deforestation, and climate
change.
The population of mangroves in the Niger Delta Region has substantially diminished
due to clearings for commercial agriculture urban construction, pollution due to artisanal
refining, oil spills, and runoff containing chemical and biological contaminants. Additionally,
the changing climate has brought an influx of cyclones, hurricanes, and tsunamis that cause
severe damage to the mangrove population. Mangroves are extremely versatile in their usage
for the Ogoni people as they can be used as water-resistant wood for buildings and furniture,
serve as domestic fuel, protect shorelines from erosion, and filter pollutants to maintain
water quality. Participants learned about sustainable nursing of mangrove propagules and
how to transport them within the mangrove swamp forest of Kwawa. The women also
learned how to preserve seedlings in fruit tree nurseries; encouraging plant growth in these
communities combats food insecurity and health issues. Many women also cultivate
medicinal plants and local herbs to remedy llnesses.
Barisi Dumbor, a participant from Kegbara Dere in the Gokana Local Government Area of
Rivers State, raised several nurseries of palm nut, fruit trees, and mangroves. This is one of
the most polluted areas in Ogoni, but Indigenous women trained by Lokiaka effectively utilize
their resources to grow and harvest plants here. Instead of buying seeds, she gathers them from
waste dumping grounds, under fruit trees, and from the fruit she eats herself. Nursery cultivation
has proven to be a low cost and highly effective way to increase her income through farming:
'Raising fruit tree nurseries is new to me, and it has helped to put food on my table and helped train
my two boys,' Dumbor commented. 'Now I know that I do not need to have farmland before
starting my agriculture business. Even my veranda and garden can give me money today, and I’m
happy.' Namon Grace Nwidee, another training beneficiary, said, “I agree with the resource person
who said planting trees will wipe away our tears and would drive away hunger in the land.'
In addition to increasing food accessibility in Ogoni, women also practice sustainable
farming and forest management techniques to combat deforestation and mitigate climate
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change. Participants were able to support plant nurseries despite the harsh weather
conditions and insecurity within their provinces with the help of Lokiaka’s training and
resources. However, women in the Nyokhana district, the largest and most remote area in
Ogoni, were unable to maintain their nurseries due to violence and conflict.
The second training Lokiaka offered taught Ogoni women how to make fuel-efficient
stoves. Many older women in these communities are potters, but the practice is less common
among younger generations due to the lack of commercial use for pottery. The introduction of the
“new” technology of clay stoves is transforming the skills of the potters into a valuable asset for
the community. Producing and using these stoves reduced 55 households’ dependency on forest
wood for heat and energy, lowering carbon emissions. The stoves also serve as a stepping stone
towards the implementation of forest conservation and more sustainable, environmentally friendly
practices in the future in Ogoni.
The importance of Indigenous women farmers cannot be overstated. With this work, the
Ogoni community is contributing to climate resilience in several ways. Mangroves are among the
most carbon rich tropical forests and can store twice as much carbon on a per area basis as salt
marshes, preventing carbon from escaping into the atmosphere as a greenhouse gas. Carbon
storage also results in the accretion of sediment, allowing the coastline to keep up with rising water
levels. By training Ogoni women in sustainable agricultural practices, their knowledge of
conservation forest practices will continue to rejuvenate the local ecosystems and improve the
health of Ogoni communities."
"COVID-19 and the Dangerous Trade in Wildlife," Center for Biological Diversity, March
26, 2020, via E-mail, stated. "Even as we isolate ourselves, COVID-19 reminds us how
connected we are to each other — and to wildlife, the likely source of the current pandemic.
That's why this week the Center for Biological Diversity joined more than 100 other
organizations urging Congress to tackle wildlife trade and habitat destruction. Our letter
noted that 60% of known infectious diseases in people can be transmitted from animals, and
75% of emerging "zoonotic" infectious diseases originate in wildlife. These emergent
diseases have quadrupled in the past 50 years.
'The solution couldn't be clearer: One crucial way to reduce disease risk is to curb
wildlife exploitation,' wrote Tanya Sanerib, legal director of our International program, in an oped in The Hill this week. "China, to its credit, slapped a moratorium on live markets and a
temporary trade ban earlier this year. But much stronger, broader action is needed around the
planet.'
Read Tanya's
op-ed
(https://thehill.com/opinion/energy-environment/489299coronavirus-shows-exploiting-wildlife-poses-risks-to-humanhealth?utm_term=Wildlife&emci=40181372-d36e-ea11-a94c-00155d03b1e8&emdi=9bc4ef24816f-ea11-a94c-00155d03b1e8&ceid=357453) and learn more about our letter to Congress
(https://biologicaldiversity.org/w/news/press-releases/100-groups-urge-congress-address-covid19-causes-wildlife-trade-habitat-destruction-2020-0324/?utm_source=eeo&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=eeo1029&utm_term=Wildlife&emc
i=40181372-d36e-ea11-a94c-00155d03b1e8&emdi=9bc4ef24-816f-ea11-a94c00155d03b1e8&ceid=357453). More than 1,400 members and supporters joined our call on these
important
issues
last
night.
You
can listen
to
it
at:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=01ZwGO7XVyE&feature=youtu.be&emci=40181372-d36eea11-a94c-00155d03b1e8&emdi=9bc4ef24-816f-ea11-a94c-00155d03b1e8&ceid=357453."
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Environmental
Action
stated,
May
21,
2020,
https://environmentalaction.webaction.org/p/dia/action4/common/public/?action_KEY=37997&supporter_KEY=1385
161&uid=8c4c8f3a66e98dfb7737586d71ede14e&utm_source=salsa&utm_medium=email&tag=
email_blast:78127&utm_campaign=EAC4-FCNS:WILDLIFE0520&utm_content=EM9:00C:0HH-ALE, "At least three-quarters of emerging infectious
diseases -- including COVID-19 -- are believed to have originated in animals and jumped to
human populations.1
When diseases cross from wildlife to people, it's almost always because humans have
interfered with wildlife or their habitat. Destroying habitat, taking animals from their
homes, and forcing them into cramped conditions to be trafficked and sold increases the risk
that new diseases will make the jump.2
Putting an end to wildlife trafficking would help save some of the planet's most
endangered animals -- and help protect human populations from the threat of newly
emerging diseases.
Take action to support the PAW Against Trafficking Act (HR 6043), which will help
stop the importation of trafficked wildlife into America and cut down on the global wildlife
trade."
_________________
1. James Horrox, "Sick ecosystems lead to sick people: How deforestation is aiding the spread of
disease,"
Frontier
Group,
April
14,
2020.
2. Rachel Nuwer, "To Prevent Next Coronavirus, Stop the Wildlife Trade, Conservationists Say,"
The New York Times, February 19, 2020.
Joaqlin Estus, "Tribal leaders call Bears Ears opening an 'unlawful action'," ICT, February
13,
2020,
https://files.constantcontact.com/c2394f27001/6ff64ea9-6da1-4f8c-ae05572b3c893867.pdf, reported, "Thursday the Trump administration announced it was opening
two national monuments to development. The culturally and geologically significant Bears
Ears and Grand Staircase Escalante monuments will be available for cattle grazing, mining,
and oil and gas development.
Five tribes had formed a coalition in 2015 to promote protection of the Bears Ears region;
dozens more tribes have expressed support for their effort.
In a prepared statement, Shaun Chapoose, Ute, co-chair of the Bears Ears Intertribal
Coalition and representative of the Ute Indian Tribe Business Committee, said the coalition
is united in opposition to the administration’s management plan for the two monuments."
"Let's make it green on January 20th: High Atlas Foundation will Plant Thousands of
Trees," High Atlas Foundation, January 10, 2020, https://mailchi.mp/highatlasfoundation/letsmake-it-green-on-january-20th-high-atlas-foundation-will-plant-thousands-oftrees?e=269759b4bd, stated, " As the new year begins, the High Atlas Foundation (HAF) would
like to invite Moroccan communities to aid in the planting of thousands of trees on Monday,
January 20th, 2020, in celebration of 'Annual Tree Planting Day 2020,'"
U.S. Activities
The National Congress of American Indians (NCAI) held its annual Executive
Council Winter Session in Albuquerque, NM with NCAI President Fawn Sharp, Quinault,
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giving the annual State of Indian Nations Address and New Mexico Congressperson Deb
Haaland, Laguna Pueblo, giving the annual Congressional Response to the President's State
of the Union Address, a week after President Trump gave his address. Kolby KickingWoman,
"‘Undeniable truth … Indian nations’ are strong," ICT, February 10, 2020,
https://indiancountrytoday.com/news/undeniable-truth-indian-nations-are-strong3DATH32DWku8StT6SDDJXA, reported that, President Fawn Sharp, delivered the State of the
Indian Nations Address, saying early on, “I stand before you today, supported by more than 600
tribal nations and governments across this land to share with you this undeniable truth, the state of
Indian nations is strong.” “The purpose of this annual address is to memorialize and affirm the
enduring government-to-government relationship between tribal nations and the U.S.
government.”
In reporting on progress and remaining challenges on Indian issues, Sharp called for
Indian Nations to raise the bar and issue a new standard of accountability to the federal
government. This included insisting the federal government enact a clean Carcieri fix,
advanced appropriations for the Bureau of Indian Affairs and Indian Health Service, and
end attacks on the Indian Child Welfare Act. She said, “This is what we demand and this is
what we deserve. We will settle for nothing less, and we will exercise our rapidly growing
political power and voice in Washington and at the ballot box against any and all who fail to
meet this standard.” In concluding, Sharp stated, “We are strongest when we think and act
as one regarding the things that matter most to all of us.” “When we join together, we are an
unstoppable force capable of overcoming our greatest challenges and achieving our greatest
and unimaginable futures and aspirations.”
In the Congressional reply to the President Trump's State of the Union Address, Haaland
voiced a number of criticisms of the U.S. President's actions. These included objecting to the
Trump administration’s downsizing of Bear Ears National Monument by 85-percent, the
reduction of the Grand Staircase Escalante by 50-percent, his and his administration's
attacks on climate change and the lack of formal interaction between the administration and
tribes, as well as the President's divisive language and appeals to settler colonialism. She
expressed concerns that the Executive Order creating the “Operation Lady Justice Task
Force” to deal with missing and murdered Indigenous women lacks transparency and does
not include the voices of survivors or tribal leaders. She commented, “If we are truly going
to address this crisis we need the Administration to recognize the centuries of violence that
Native people have endured, which won’t be solved without concrete procedures and with
only $1.5 million,” Haaland asserted that this year the two critical issues that rise above
everything else are the Census and 2020 general election, and urged all of Indian Country to
take part in both. “The president’s disdain for decency and respect of human beings and our
institutions are untenable. I urge Indian Country to devote every possible resource to electing
a president who reflects the values that define us.”
The National Congress of American Indians (NCAI) has shifted with the COVID-19
pandemic from face to face meetings to on-line dialogues. These include, Native Vote Rally:
Join us live on Facebook and YouTube!, May 28, 2020; 2020 Census Roundtable Discussion,
May 26, 2020; Congressional Town Hall on COVID-19 Legislative Efforts: a virtual town
hall for tribal leaders to hear directly from members of Congress who fought for Indian Country’s
inclusion in the third Congressional COVID-19 Package; and Forum: Tribal Government in
Action: showcasing several innovative and forward-thinking approaches that tribal nations are
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deploying in response to the COVID-19 pandemic, April 30, 2020 (all were announced by NCAI
via E-mail).
Leading National Civil Rights and Racial Justice Organizations Denounce Murder of
George Floyd, Call for Impartial Investigation of Officers Involved," The National Congress
of
American
Indians
(NCAI),
June
1,
2020,
http://www.ncai.org/news/articles/2020/06/01/leading-national-civil-rights-and-racial-justiceorganizations-denounce-murder-of-george-floyd-call-for-impartial-investigation-of-officersinvolved, stated, "As the foremost national coalition of organizations dedicated to civil rights
and racial justice, we are both heartbroken and outraged at the brutal and senseless murder
of George Floyd by officers of the Minneapolis Police Department. George Floyd becomes
the latest in a long and growing line of members of our communities who have needlessly
died at the hands of police acting outside of the bounds of the law and their sworn duty to
uphold and protect the public. This epidemic of racialized violence must stop, and it must
stop now. Bringing it to an end will require the affirmative commitment, solidarity and
sustained action of all Americans, from grassroots advocacy to the ballot box.
Our collaborative calls for swift, full, and impartial justice for George Floyd and his
family. We call for justice for the many other Black, American Indian, Alaska Native, Latino,
Asian, Native Hawaiian and Pacific Islander people of color who have suffered the same fate
at the hands of law enforcement across this country. And we call for justice for the future
victims from our communities, who no doubt will lose their lives unless all Americans come
together to compel federal, state, and local governments to dismantle the deep-rooted power
structures that allow these brutal acts of violence to occur, and then go unpunished. We call
for:
·
the immediate arrest of all of the officers involved in George Floyd’s murder;
·
President Trump’s appointment of an independent special prosecutor to lead the
federal government’s full and impartial investigation of the murder of George Floyd,
specifically to determine whether violations of federal hate crimes statutes have occurred
and to prosecute those violations accordingly to the full extent of the law;
·
the systematic reinstitution by the Department of Justice of consent decrees on police
departments and municipal governments across this country that have demonstrated
patterns of racism towards and mistreatment of people of color;
·
Congressional oversight hearings, at least annually, to review the status of the
implementation of the Death in Custody Reporting Act to compel the collection, reporting
and analysis of all deaths, by race and gender, that occur in law enforcement custody,
including any while a person is detained or arrested;
·
federal, state, and local governments to issue states of emergency declaring racism a
public health crisis, and to develop targeted policies to address this crisis; and
·
all Americans to commit to working with us to dismantle systemic racism that has
enabled this scourge of race-based violence to grow unabated.
As the Bishop Desmond Tutu once declared, 'If you are neutral in situations of injustice,
you have chosen the side of the oppressor.'”
"NCAI Condemns the Behavior of the Officers Involved in the Death of George Floyd,"
The
National
Congress
of
American
Indians
(NCAI), May
29,
2020,
http://www.ncai.org/news/articles/2020/05/29/ncai-condemns-the-behavior-of-the-officers56

involved-in-the-death-of-george-floyd, stated, "The National Congress of American Indians
(NCAI), the oldest and largest national organization comprised of American Indian and
Alaska Native tribal governments and their citizens, denounces the reprehensible conduct
and fatal actions by the Minneapolis Police Department that caused the death of George
Floyd.
Indian Country knows too well the terrible harm that racist and unaccountable police
officers can inflict upon peaceful citizens. Police violence is occurring across the United
States and is growing at alarming rates. The growth in unlawful and racially-motivated
conduct by police officers demonstrates the prejudice that communities of color are
continuing to endure, and our cries for equal rights and justice are being ignored. And far
too often, these perpetrators in uniform are shielded from prosecution and other forms of
warranted punishment by indifferent or enabling law enforcement leadership and police
unions.
'As someone who served in law enforcement for a decade and took an oath to protect and
serve all of my fellow citizens, I am sickened by what I’ve witnessed over the past several days,
first with the murder of George Floyd, and the inadequate response since to apprehend and bring
to justice all of those responsible. This latest unjustifiable tragedy is a stark reminder that people
of color face disproportionate rates of police brutality, a situation that merits a comprehensive
national policy response. No one should be harmed or murdered simply because of the color of
their skin,' said Kevin Allis, Chief Executive Officer of the National Congress of American
Indians.
Law enforcement officers who swear an oath to protect all citizens yet use violence as
a tool to oppress and harm communities of color should be investigated and prosecuted to
the full extent of the law. We stand in solidarity with the African American community and
the organizations that serve the African American community, and are committed to
working together to advance policies of racial equity, policies that must begin with creating
a law enforcement system in this country that protects and serves all Americans.
#BlackLivesMatter."
"100+ Corporations & Partner Organizations Support COVID-19 Action Agenda,"
National
Congress
of
American
Indians,
April
30,
2020,
http://www.ncai.org/news/articles/2020/04/30/100-corporations-partner-organizations-supportcovid-19-action-agenda, reported, "Collectively our ten organizations are leading conveners
for business leaders in championship for diverse communities: Pan-Asians, Blacks,
Hispanics, women, LGBTQ, Native Americans, persons with disabilities and employees of
all and no faiths. We redouble on our mission of promoting inclusion and stand together in
collaboration to address the adverse impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic. While low-wage
earners are particularly vulnerable during this public health and economic crisis, the
coronavirus outbreak has also claimed disproportionate numbers of lives in communities of
color and has given rise to a surge of anti-Asian sentiment. We call on our members, partners
and associates to join us along with the growing list of Supporting Companies in affirming
the following 5-Point Action Agenda:
Promote Inclusion: Advocate for a diverse and inclusive workplace and society
Raise Awareness: Highlight the unique impacts of COVID-19 on vulnerable groups
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Denounce Bias: Encourage individuals to report virus-linked discriminatory acts
against Pan-Asians and other targeted groups and communities in the workplace and
in public
Support Communities: Contribute time, knowledge and / or other resources to aid
frontline workers, COVID-19 victims and families
Give Donations: Provide funds and / or other resources to support vulnerable
populations of people and impacted businesses
Finding sustainable solutions to the current public health, social and economic challenges
is a global imperative. Discrimination targeted at Pan-Asians in forms of shunning, harassment
and assaults impedes our ability to stem the spread of the pandemic. About 20% of U.S. healthcare
workers are immigrants; 17% of doctors in the U.S. are of Asian descent, while people of all
backgrounds work to save lives on the frontline. Discriminatory threats against any first responders
also put at risk the patients they serve and delay finding a cure for the disease. Pan-Asians and our
diverse communities are an integral part of the solutions to this global crisis.
Heeding historical precedents for scapegoating marginalized groups for diseases and
economic instability, our organizations are working together to combat anti-Asian stigma and all
forms of bias based on age, color, disability, ethnicity, gender, gender identity, national origin,
race, religion, sexual orientation and veteran status. We will continue to advance best practices to
safeguard protections for Pan-Asians and other marginalized employee segments. These efforts
also include working with key coalitions such as CEO Action for Diversity & Inclusion to advance
awareness and education of bias at the highest levels of the business community.
We recognize the fight against the current pandemic requires a whole-of-society approach.
We urge supporters to engage in our programming, share widely our 5-Point Action Agenda and
resource materials. Post-COVID-19 recovery will require the collective networks, capacities,
knowledge and skills of our organizations. Almost 200 years ago, Alexis de Tocqueville observed
that the success of America’s experiment is our exceptional belief in the "common good." We are
all in this together; now more than ever, we need to ascend to the challenges before us and rebuild
a whole post-crisis world. Together, our organizations and Supporting Companies will act to
catalyze progress for our resilient future.
#AscendTogether
Anna Mok President, Ascend
Damian Rivera CEO, ALPFA
Lorraine Hariton President & CEO, Catalyst
Steve Odland President & CEO, The Conference Board
John Rice CEO & Founder, Management Leadership for Tomorrow (MLT)
Walter J. Smith, CPA President & CEO, National Association of Black Accountants
(NABA, Inc.)
Fawn R. Sharp President, National Congress of American Indians (NCAI)
Carol Glazer President, National Organization on Disability
Erin Uritus CEO, Out & Equal
Joyce S. Dubensky, Esq. CEO, Tanenbaum,"
"NCAI Update and Coronavirus (COVID-19) Resource Webpage," ," National Congress
of
American
Indians
(NCAI), March
13,
2020,"
http://www.ncai.org/news/articles/2020/03/13/ncai-update-and-coronavirus-covid-19-resourcewebpage, reported, " This afternoon, President Trump issued an emergency declaration in the
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wake of the coronavirus (COVID-19) global pandemic. NCAI is currently engaging key
Administration officials to ensure that vital federal programs and funding continue to
support the needs of Indian Country.
The National Congress of American Indians (NCAI) is receiving a lot of questions from
tribal nations and others about the current coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic and requests for
help with finding credible, factual information. NCAI has created a webpage featuring links to
resources on COVID-19 from known and reliable sources.
View
the
webpage
here:
(http://www.ncai.org/initiatives/partnershipsinitiatives/resources-for-indian-country-coronavirus)
NCAI also recommends caution when viewing information on social media unless it comes
from trusted sources. Most of the resources on our webpage use the Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention (CDC) Coronavirus Disease 2019 (COVID-19) webpage to develop their
information.
View here: (https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/index.html)
Thank you for all you are doing for our communities during this difficult time. We plan to
send regular updates on this topic to ensure you have the latest information."
NCAIPress@ncai.org / Natalie Landreth / nlandreth@narf.org, "NCAI and NARF Joint
Statement on Recent Census Announcement and Call for Congress to Extend Census Operations,"
National
Congress
of
American
Indians
(NCAI), April
14,
2020,
http://www.ncai.org/news/articles/2020/04/14/ncai-and-narf-joint-statement-on-recent-censusannouncement-and-call-for-congress-to-extend-census-operations, stated, "The National
Congress of American Indians (NCAI) and the Native American Rights Fund (NARF)
applaud the decision by the U.S. Census Bureau to request statutory authority from
Congress to extend 2020 Census operations by 120 days.
The U.S. Census Bureau has requested that field data collection and self-response for
the 2020 Census be extended until October 31, 2020 due to the impact of the coronavirus
(COVID-19) pandemic, which has already resulted in a suspension of all census field
operations. The Bureau further requested that apportionment counts be delivered to the
President by April 30, 2021 and redistricting data be delivered to the states by July 31, 2021.
The U.S. Census Bureau’s in-person field operations are critical to getting a complete count
of rural Indian Country and urban American Indians/Alaska Natives (AI/ANs). Although millions
of Americans can respond to the census questionnaire through the Internet, by phone, or by mail,
those options are largely unavailable to AIANs. Most AI/AN tribal areas and reservations are
located in geographically isolated areas that lack access to broadband and reliable cellular
coverage. AIANs living on reservations or in rural areas typically lack street addresses which
prevents them from receiving census materials by mail. These barriers and others, such as language
and illiteracy, are why the U.S. Census Bureau has designated many households in tribal areas to
receive their 2020 Census questionnaire directly from Bureau staff visting their communities.
The impact of the U.S. Census Bureau’s suspension of field operations on Indian Country
is profound. While the national response self-response rate is over 48 percent, the self-response
rates in many tribal areas that depend on in-person enumeration are in the low single-digits
· Fort Apache Reservation (Arizona) - self-response rate of 1.7 percent;
· Crow Reservation (Montana) - self-response rate of 2.3 percent;
· Pine Ridge Reservation (South Dakota) - self-response rate of 2.9 percent;
· Acoma Pueblo (New Mexico) - self-response rate of 3.7 percent;
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· Pala Reservation (California) - self-response rate of 4.4 percent; and
· Turtle Mountain Reservation (North Dakota) - self-response rate of 4.9 percent.
'The COVID-19 pandemic is having an unprecedented impact on efforts to get a complete
count in Indian Country,' said Natalie Landreth, Senior Staff Attorney at NARF. 'Native
Americans living on tribal lands had an undercount of at least 4.9 percent in 2010, the highest of
any population group. If Bureau staff and their national and tribal partners do not have sufficient
time to complete the count of urban Natives and those living on reservations, entire tribal nations
could virtually disappear. That will cost tribes and the State and local communities where they are
located billions of dollars in lost federal funding, and deprive AI/ANs of their constitutional right
to vote.'
'Following safety guidelines in the wake of COVID-19 and having a full and accurate count
in the 2020 Census should not be mutually exclusive. We call on Congress to ensure tribal nations
are not forgotten nor left behind,' said NCAI CEO Kevin Allis. 'The data collected from the 2020
Census will inform the formulas used to determine funding and political representation that will
be crucial to tribal communities moving forward as we recover from the COVID-19 pandemic.
For too long, Indian Country has been undercounted, underfunded, and underrepresented. We hope
that this extension will allow enough time for field operations to resume and safely provide the inperson enumeration that is essential to a full and accurate count of AI/ANs in this country.'
NCAI and NARF encourage Members of Congress to work with the U.S. Census
Bureau and provide the Bureau with the legal authority to extend 2020 Census Operations
by 120 days. In a time of crisis, we must all unite to ensure that all Americans, including
AIANs, are counted."
Elana Needle / eneedle@unidos.org / 201-248-9724 "Civil Rights and Racial Justice
Organizations Lament Absence of Full Inclusion of All People in CARES Act Coverage," National
Congress
of
American
Indians
(NCAI), April
8,
2020,
http://www.ncai.org/news/articles/2020/04/08/civil-rights-and-racial-justice-organizationslament-absence-of-full-inclusion-of-all-people-in-cares-act-coverage" As national civil rights
organizations, we know that everyone must be equitably included in the protections and
support provided by the CARES Act if we are to slow the spread of coronavirus in our
communities and revive our economy. Now more than ever, our fates are tied together.
Unfortunately, the CARES Act passed one week ago fails to meet a simple moral test - that
we protect the most vulnerable among us. In the United States, the most vulnerable
disproportionately includes communities of color, yet this legislation fails to adequately
safeguard communities of color. We are deeply disappointed and urge Congress and states
to remedy this mistake in the next rounds of COVID-19 legislation.
The CARES Act passed by Congress fails to meet this test in part because it largely
excludes immigrant and mixed-status families, including their U.S. citizen children, from
Unemployment Insurance and direct stimulus payments. We believe that all workers must be
eligible for rebates, including those who pay federal taxes with ITIN numbers provided by the IRS.
We all have a stake in making sure immigrant workers who are on the front lines of producing and
distributing food and caring for the sick, elderly, and disabled are able to stay safe.
We applaud the progress that was made last week to refocus the CARES Act on
hospitals and working people, but our work is not finished until everyone is included. So we
ask Congress to do the right and wise thing by enacting additional legislation to include all
families, including those that happen to include an immigrant."
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"Mashpee Wampanoag Tribe Threatened with Land Disestablishment, Tribal Leaders Step
in to Address Ongoing Land Issues and Threats to Sovereignty," National Congress of American
Indians (NCAI), March 30, 2020, http://www.ncai.org/news/articles/2020/03/30/mashpeewampanoag-tribe-threatened-with-land-disestablishment-tribal-leaders-step-in-to-addressongoing-land-issues-and-threats-to-sovereignty, stated, "On Friday, March 27, 2020, the
Secretary of the Interior notified the Mashpee Wampanoag Tribe that he has ordered the
disestablishment of the Tribe’s reservation, an act that would take Mashpee’s tribal
homelands out of trust status. This action is being taken despite Interior’s prior commitment
that no such action would be taken until litigation defending the status of the Tribe’s
reservation is resolved. This surprise action is a devastating blow to not only the Mashpee
Wampanoag Tribe but all of Indian Country, particularly during the COVID-19 pandemic,
and violates the federal government’s solemn trust responsibility to safeguard tribal nations
and their lands.
'The steps being taken right now – in the middle of a nationwide pandemic – to
disestablish our reservation and take our land out of trust has created a crisis on top of a
crisis. Our land is sacred. It’s where our people receive health services. It’s where our
children attend our language immersion school. It’s where we are building houses for our
citizens. Taking our land is a direct attack on our culture and our way of living,' said
Mashpee Wampanoag Tribal Chairman Cedric Cromwell. 'We now have no choice but to
divert precious resources from COVID-19 to address this unwarranted attack on our
sovereignty. This is an unconscionable act that’s ushered in a new termination era, and it is
the latest evidence of the erosion of the Department’s willingness to act consistent with its
trust duties to protect tribal lands.'
The land within the Mashpee Reservation has been Mashpee Wampanoag land since
time immemorial, and was set aside in trust to serve as a permanent homeland for present
and future generations of Mashpee citizens. Last week’s misguided decision undermines the
Tribe’s ability to continue to self-govern, provide vital programs and services to its citizens,
and protect its traditional lands and cultural resources.
Last year, through a strong bipartisan vote, the House of Representatives passed H.R. 375
(companion bill, S. 2808), commonly referred to as the “Clean Carcieri Fix,” which would have
protected Mashpee’s and other tribal nations’ rights to permanent homelands by resolving the
damage caused to Indian Country by the Supreme Court’s baseless 2009 opinion in Carcieri v.
Salazar. Unfortunately, the Senate has so far failed to consider or take any action on this
legislation, which is intended to restore certainty and fairness to all tribal nations in the land-intotrust process. For a decade, Indian Country has advocated that Congress address
the Carcieri problem and that this should be achieved by (1) restoring the Secretary of the
Interior’s authority under the Indian Reorganization Act to take land into trust for all federally
recognized tribal nations; and (2) reaffirming existing Indian trust lands, which NCAI noted in
its written testimony (http://www.ncai.org/resources/testimony/ncai-testimony-on-h-r-375).
'Removing the homelands of established communities and villages endangers the very
existence of an entire nation of people. This is unacceptable, and such an action during this
pandemic is an outrage,' said Kevin J. Allis, CEO of the National Congress of American Indians.
'At a time when tribal governments and their leaders are desperately working to protect the
health of their citizens and the economic security of their communities in the face of the
catastrophic COVID-19 pandemic, they shouldn’t also have to contend with attacks on their tribal
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homelands from the very trustee that is legally obligated to protect those homelands,' continued
Allis. 'Just like with the destruction of the sacred sites of the Tohono O’odham along the southern
border, that of the Apache and Yavapai peoples at Oak Flat in Arizona, the endangerment of Bears
Ears and Chaco Canyon, and the inability of our Native brothers and sisters in Alaska to take land
into trust, this latest action illuminates a disturbing pattern: the federal government and this
Administration’s brazen assault on the right and ability of all tribal nations to sustain their cultures,
identities, and ways of life through deep and abiding connections to their time-honored places.'
'The action by this Administration in rendering such a decision is dishonorable and
reprehensible on its face, but to do so when we are fighting a national pandemic is shameful. If
there was any question before, it is clear that we are experiencing a crisis in Indian Country at this
moment,' said President Kirk Francis of USET’s Sovereignty Protection Fund. 'We must all come
together, stand up, and fight to protect our inherent sovereign rights to and authorities on our own
lands. Congress has had more than a decade to do the right thing. Baseless and nefarious challenges
to our sovereign right to restore and rebuild our tribal nations, after decades and centuries of unjust
actions that robbed of us of our lands and natural resources as the United States pursued its growth
and expansion through a rationalization of manifest destiny, must come to an end. It is time that
the United States Congress finally does the honorable thing and pass a clean Carcieri fix.'
NCAI and the USET Sovereignty Protection Fund exist to strengthen and support tribal
sovereignty for tribal nations such as the Mashpee Wampanoag and the 574 federally recognized
tribal nations in the United States. We call upon our champions in the United States Senate to
advance the passage of H.R. 375/S. 2808 with all due haste. Its passage would represent a
monumental victory for Indian Country, as tribal land bases are integral to tribal sovereignty and
economic opportunity."
"The Protect ICWA Campaign Urges Federal Appeals Court to Affirm ICWA’s
Constitutionality Following Oral Arguments in Brackeen v. Bernhardt," National Congress of
American Indians (NCAI), January 22, 2020, http://www.ncai.org/news/articles/2020/01/22/theprotect-icwa-campaign-urges-federal-appeals-court-to-affirm-icwa-s-constitutionality-followingoral-arguments-in-brackeen-v-bernhardt, reported, Following today’s United States Fifth
Circuit Court of Appeals oral arguments in the Brackeen v. Bernhardt case, the Protect
ICWA Campaign, consisting of the National Indian Child Welfare Association, the National
Congress of American Indians, the Association on American Indian Affairs, and the Native
American Rights Fund, issued the following statements:
'We look forward to the Fifth Circuit Court of Appeals’ decision,' said Sarah
Kastelic, Executive Director of the National Indian Child Welfare Association. 'We are confident
the Fifth Circuit will affirm ICWA’s strong constitutional grounding. ICWA protects children in
state child welfare systems and helps them remain connected to their families, cultures, and
communities.'
'NCAI applauds the strong advocacy of the intervening tribes and the federal government,
as Indian Country’s trustee, in defending the constitutionality of the Indian Child Welfare Act
before the entire Fifth Circuit Court of Appeals this morning,' said Kevin Allis, NCAI Chief
Executive Officer. 'We pray for relief that upholds ICWA in its entirety and continues to protect
the best interests of Indian children and families.'
'There has been an overwhelming amount of resources coming forward to support
the Indian Child Welfare Act. We should be spending our resources protecting Indian
children and not fighting interest groups that seek to dismantle the government-to62

government relationship between the United States and Tribes. The Fifth Circuit will be on
the right side of history protecting Indian children, and by doing so strengthening the child welfare
system for all children,' said Shannon Keller O’Loughlin, Executive Director and Attorney for the
Association on American Indian Affairs.
'We are confident the full Fifth Circuit Court of Appeals will again confirm the
constitutionality of the Indian Child Welfare Act,' said John Echohawk, Executive Director of the
Native American Rights Fund. 'We will always stand with our children, families, and Tribes
against any and all efforts to diminish our communities, well-being, and sovereignty.'
More about the Indian Child Welfare Act
The Indian Child Welfare Act (ICWA) is a 41-year-old federal law protecting the wellbeing and best interests of Indian children and families by upholding family integrity and stability
and keeping Indian children connected to their community and culture. ICWA also reaffirms the
inherent rights of tribal nations to be involved in child welfare matters involving their citizens.
The law protects the best interests of American Indian and Alaska Native children by requiring
agencies and courts take into account not just the immediate needs of Indian children, but also
their long-term interests as they grow and move into adulthood.
A nationwide coalition of 495 tribal nations, more than 60 Native organizations, 26
states and the District of Columbia, 77 members of Congress, 31 leading child welfare
organizations, and Indian and constitutional law professors agree ICWA is vital to the wellbeing of Indian children and the stability and integrity of Indian families today.
To learn more about ICWA visit: nicwa.org/about-icwa/ or read the full text of the Indian
Child Welfare Act.
The following briefs were filed at the U.S. Court of Appeals in the Fifth Circuit
in Brackeen v. Bernhardt:
Defendants-Appellants Briefs
United States Brief
Tribal Intervenor Defendants Brief
Navajo Nation Brief
Amicus Briefs Supporting ICWA
486 Tribes and 59 Indian Organizations Brief
26 States and District of Columbia Brief
Members of Congress Brief
Casey Family Programs and Child Welfare Organizations Brief
Indian Law Professors Brief
Administrative Law and Constitution Law Professors Brief
Professor Gregory Ablavsky Brief
Native American Women, Indian Tribes, and Organizations Brief
Quapaw Nation Brief
Protect ICWA Campaign
The Protect ICWA Campaign (the Campaign) was established by four national Native
organizations: the National Indian Child Welfare Association, the National Congress of American
Indians, the Association on American Indian Affairs, and theNative American Rights Fund.
Together, the Campaign works to serve and support Native children, youth, and families through
upholding the Indian Child Welfare Act. The Campaign works to inform policy, legal, and
communications strategies with the mission to uphold and protect ICWA."
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"Protect ICWA Campaign Partners to Attend Fifth Circuit Court’s Brackeen v. Bernhardt
Rehearing," The National Congress of American Indians (NCAI), January 21, 2020,
http://www.ncai.org/news/articles/2020/01/21/protect-icwa-campaign-partners-to-attend-fifthcircuit-court-s-brackeen-v-bernhardt-rehearing, reported, "On Wednesday, January 22, the full
United States Fifth Circuit Court of Appeals (Fifth Circuit) will rehear Brackeen v.
Bernhardt, a case challenging the constitutionality of the Indian Child Welfare Act (ICWA),
and the Protect ICWA Campaign and its coalition partners will be there, on behalf of Indian
Country, to show support for the 41-year-old law that protects the best interests of Indian
children and families.
In 2018, a federal district court in Texas, in a widely criticized decision, held that
ICWA violates the U.S. Constitution. Last year, in response to appeals brought by the federal
government and the intervening tribal nations at that time (the Cherokee Nation, Morongo
Band of Mission Indians, Oneida Nation, Quinault Indian Nation, and the Navajo Nation), a
three-judge panel from the Fifth Circuit reversed that decision, reaffirming the
constitutionality of ICWA. In an en banc review, complex cases of broad legal significance
are reconsidered by the entire court, and not just a three-judge panel. For the Brackeen v.
Bernhardt case, the decision reached by the en banc review panel will replace the three-judge
panel decision from August 2019.
'We are proud to be part of a broad bipartisan coalition supporting the Indian Child Welfare
Act,' said the Protect ICWA Campaign, noting that the pro-ICWA coalition has helped garner
support from 495 federally recognized tribes, 26 states and the District of Columbia, 77 members
of Congress, more than 60 Native organizations, and the nation’s leading experts in child welfare,
constitutional law, administrative law, and Indian law. 'We are confident that the hearing before
the full panel of judges signifies the Court’s recognition of how careful Congress was to craft
ICWA as a model of cooperative federalism, and how important ICWA is every day in helping
achieve the best interests of Indian children and families.'
Principals from the Protect ICWA Campaign will be available for interviews following the
hearing, including leadership and representatives from the National Indian Child Welfare
Association (NICWA), National Congress of American Indians (NCAI), Association on American
Indian Affairs (AAIA), and the Native American Rights Fund (NARF). To schedule interviews,
please contact NICWA Strategic Communications Manager Amory Zschach
at amory@nicwa.org.
WHO:
Sarah Kastelic, NICWA executive director
Kevin Allis, NCAI chief executive officer
Derrick Beetso, NCAI general counsel
Shannon Keller O’Loughlin, AAIA executive director and attorney
Erin C. Dougherty Lynch, NARF senior staff attorney
Dan Lewerenz, NARF staff attorney
WHEN:
Wednesday, January 22. Court convenes at 9:00 a.m. Central Time.
WHERE:
United States Court of Appeals for the Fifth Circuit John Minor Wisdom U.S. Court of
Appeals Building, 600 Camp Street, New Orleans, Louisiana, 70130
Briefing
in
the
case
can
be
found here:
https://sct.narf.org/caseindexes/brackeen_v_bernhardt_lower_courts.html, including the States’
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Amicus Brief, the Members of Congress Amicus Brief, the Tribal Amicus Brief, the amicus brief
submitted by the leading child welfare experts, and others."
"NCAI Response to Usage of the Term, 'Indian Country," The National Congress of
American
Indians
(NCAI),
December
27,
2019,
http://www.ncai.org/news/articles/2019/12/27/ncai-response-to-usage-of-the-term-indiancountry, stated, "The National Congress of American Indians (NCAI) applauds President
Trump’s signing of the recent bills that help advance the preservation of culture, rights, and
sovereignty for American Indians and Alaska Natives. Most notable of the three bills is the
passage and signing of the National Defense Authorization Act that granted federal
recognition to the Little Shell Tribe of Chippewa Indians of Montana, making the Tribe the
574th federally recognized tribal nation in the United States. 'Signing these bills into law, the
President affirmatively acknowledges the existing government-to-government relationship
between the United States and tribal nations, and the responsibility Congress and the
Administration both have in ensuring the lives of American Indians and Alaska Natives
across the county are improved,' said NCAI’s CEO Kevin Allis. 'We only ask for what has been
promised to us in Indian Country, through treaties and past legislation, and the President’s actions
recognize the debt owed to the first peoples of this country,' Allis states.
It is important to understand that the term 'Indian Country' is leveraged broadly as a general
description of Native spaces and places within the United States, and it is inclusive of the hundreds
of tribal nations that occupy these spaces. The term is used with positive sentiment within Native
communities, by Native-focused organizations such as NCAI, and news organizations such as
Indian Country Today. In law, the term Indian country (lower case 'c') is found in several areas of
the United States Code, and is also an official legal term referenced in many Supreme Court
opinions, collectively articulating the meaning as it pertains to federal law relating to American
Indian land and people.
When used appropriately, Indian Country takes on a powerful meaning, legally and
symbolically, for all tribal nations. Indian Country is wherever American Indian spirit, pride, and
community are found. It resides not only in law books, legislation, and historical treatises, but also
on ancestral homelands, within our homes, and in the hearts of American Indian and Alaska Native
people everywhere."
"NCAI Commends DC Mayor Bowser’s Call for Washington NFL Team to Change Its
Name and Mascot, Appeals to State and Local Officials and Corporations to Do the Same," The
National
Congress
of
American
Indians
(NCAI), June
15,
2020,
http://www.ncai.org/news/articles/2020/06/15/ncai-commends-dc-mayor-bowser-s-call-forwashington-nfl-team-to-change-its-name-and-mascot-appeals-to-state-and-local-officials-andcorporations-to-do-the-same, stated, "The National Congress of American Indians (NCAI)
commends the public statement of Washington, D.C. Mayor Muriel Bowser, who declared
Friday in referring to the “R*dskins” name and mascot of the Washington NFL team that
“it’s past time for the team to deal with what offends so many people.”
'Mayor Bowser’s statement represents a watershed development in Indian Country’s
decades-long struggle to remove this and the many other offensive and degrading Native
‘themed’ mascots from sports and popular culture, said NCAI President Fawn Sharp. 'In this
historic moment for racial justice, Mayor Bowser’s declaration reflects the growing tide among
our nation’s leaders and all Americans to choose respect for Native people and all other people of
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color by ridding our country of the symbols of racism and intolerance that have long marginalized
and dehumanized us.'
NCAI calls upon the leaders of professional sports leagues, school systems, state and
local governments, and the business world across the country to condemn and abolish these
mascots, which cause profound and well-documented harms to Native people, in particular
Native youth.
NCAI is the oldest, largest, and most representative national organization serving
American Indian and Alaska Native tribal nations and their citizens, and has been leading Indian
Country’s movement to eradicate offensive Native “themed” mascots from sports and popular
culture for more than 50 years."
"NCAI Statement on the Removal of Christopher Columbus Statues," The National
Congress
of
American
Indians
(NCAI),
June
13,
2020,
http://www.ncai.org/news/articles/2020/06/13/ncai-statement-on-the-removal-of-christophercolumbus-statues, stated, "The National Congress of American Indians (NCAI), the largest
and most representative American Indian and Alaska Native organization in the country,
does not acknowledge Christopher Columbus as a hero. To Indigenous peoples, he was the
opposite:
[O]ut of timbers for the Santa Maria, . . . Columbus built a fort [on Hispaniola], the
first European military base in the Western Hemisphere. . . . He took . . . Indian prisoners
and put them aboard his two remaining ships. . . . [H]e got into a fight with Indians who
refused to trade as many bows and arrows as he and his men wanted. Two were run through
with swords and bled to death. Then the Nina and the Pinta set sail. . . . When the weather
turned cold, the Indian prisoners began to die. . . .
In the year 1495, they went on a great slave raid, rounded up fifteen hundred
Arawak men, women, and children, put them in pens guarded by Spaniards and dogs, then
picked the five hundred best specimens to load onto ships. Of those five hundred, two
hundred died en route. The rest arrived alive in Spain and were put up for sale. . . .
Howard Zinn, A People’s History of the United States, 3-4 (1980 Ed.).
'This growing movement across the country to rid our shared spaces of symbols that
represent hate, genocide, and bigotry illustrates that it is past time for all cities to stand on
the right side of history moving forward,' said NCAI President Fawn Sharp.
NCAI also strongly supports the recent actions taken by United States citizens and
the international community calling for proper law enforcement reforms and the recognition
of basic human rights for the African American community and all communities of color.
We are humbled that these voices are including Indian Country’s perspectives. NCAI
encourages local governments and their citizens to seek mutual understandings of their
diverse perspectives and to develop peaceful solutions that are mindful of all human beings
and our rich distinct and shared histories. Together we can build the tomorrow our children
deserve to lead."
Joaqlin Estus, "'Lost confidence' plus claims of unfair diversion for $8 billion fund," ICT,
April 16, 2020, https://files.constantcontact.com/c2394f27001/51011329-f6dc-4d7d-b1d5d3cc1343c74d.pdf , reported, "A group of tribal leaders from North Dakota, South Dakota
and Nebraska is calling for the removal of Tara Sweeney from the position of assistant
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secretary of Indian Affairs in the Interior Department over the inclusion of Alaska Native
corporations in emergency money for tribes.
The Great Plains Tribal Chairmen’s Association contends Alaska Native
corporations are not tribes and should not be allotted any of the $8 billion set aside for them
by the Coronavirus Aid, Relief and Economic Security Act. The association is made up of more
than a dozen tribal chairmen and presidents from 16 tribes."
Joaqlin Estus, "Alaskan tribe joins opposition to funding for tribes going to Alaska
Native
corporations,"
ICT,
April
16,
2020,
https://files.constantcontact.com/c2394f27001/51011329-f6dc-4d7d-b1d5-d3cc1343c74d.pdf,
reported, "The Akiak Native Community of Alaska has joined some Lower 48 tribes that
oppose the coronavirus relief funds for tribes going to for-profit corporations created under
the Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act of 1971. Akiak is a Yup’ik village of about 350 people
located on the Kuskokwim River in western Alaska."
"Tribal Leaders Demand COVID-19 Protections," Lakota Times, April 30, 2020,
https://www.lakotatimes.com/articles/tribal-leaders-demand-covid-19-protections/, reported, "As
numbers continue to climb after the COVID-19 pandemic hit South Dakota hard last week,
the state’s governor, Kristi Noem, has not yet instituted a stay-at-home order, banned
evictions and power shut-offs or closed nonessential businesses. Now, as they see a growing
threat to their reservations, Native American leaders from around her state are speaking
out."
Leaders of all of South Dakota's Indian nations, representing the state's 72,000 Native
people, demanded that the governor take immediate action to limit the spread of the virus.
Lakota People's Law Project reported via E-mail, March 24, 2020, "First and foremost, I
hope that you are staying safe and healthy. At this critical moment for our shared society, it’s more
important than ever that we look out for one another — even as we are asked to keep our distance.
Right now, the Lakota People’s Law Project has staff stationed at Standing Rock, Pine Ridge, and
Cheyenne River. We are talking to tribal leaders about ways we can support them in essential
work, even while they create emergency plans to respond to the spread of COVID-19. We will
keep you updated.
Meanwhile, I write to share with you today about an inspirational partnership that has
yielded three wonderful outcomes at Pine Ridge: four college scholarships for Native
American girls, the planting of at least 7,000 trees on the reservation, and a new way to
support Native artisans.
For some time now, the Lakota People’s Law Project has enjoyed dedicated support from
the good people at Nomadics Tipi Makers. Like LPLP, Jeb and Nicole, who run the company, are
always looking for ways to best support Native communities. As time has passed, we have
deepened our connection with them and shared ideas.
As part of that, we’ve helped network them with others in the community. One such
connection is with Henry Red Cloud — who, like our own Phyllis Young, is a MIT Solve Laureate.
He is a visionary environmental leader at Pine Ridge who installs solar around the reservation
and plants trees to restore sacred sites and provide increased access to fresh fruit for our
people. With his company, Red Cloud Renewable, Henry has facilitated a (literally) fruitful
partnership by agreeing to work with Nomadics to plant one tree for every tipi pole the
company sells — with all expenses for the project covered by Nomadics.
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Jeb and Nicole’s commitment to providing sustained support to Native people also includes
the establishment of a $20,000 per year scholarship fund — $5,000 each for four young Native
American women to attend Oglala Lakota College on the Pine Ridge Reservation. The first round
of scholarship money is already headed to young women at Pine Ridge.
Finally, Jeb and Nicole have also found a great way to provide resources to Native artists
at Pine Ridge by collaborating with them to paint tipi covers with personal, authentic
artwork. Nomadics will send tipi covers to the artists and will pay forward to the reservation 100
percent of the artwork price as charged to individual customers.
These measures to bring support and health to Pine Ridge take on extra meaning at a time
like the present. As we all hunker down for what looks to be a challenging road ahead, know that
your support of the Lakota People’s Law Project has helped facilitate some extremely positive
connections that will matter greatly, both right now for local artists and into the future for our
young people and our reservation as a whole.
Wopila — Thank you, as always, and please stay safe and well!
Chase Iron Eyes
Lead Counsel
The Lakota People's Law Project.
Carolyn Smith-Morris, "Addressing the Epidemic of Missing & Murdered Indigenous
Women
and
Girls,"
Cultural
Survival,
March
06,
2020,
https://www.culturalsurvival.org/news/addressing-epidemic-missing-murdered-indigenouswomen-and-girls, reported, "Native American women are murdered and sexually
assaulted at rates as high as 10 times the average in certain counties in the United States—
crimes overwhelmingly committed by individuals outside the Native American community.
These crimes are particularly likely in remote settings where transient workers - oil workers,
for example - live in temporary housing units called 'man camps' on and near Tribal lands.
Their crimes fall between jurisdictional cracks, leaving victims and their families without
recourse. As Nick Martin summarized, these are 'Patterns of violent men and extractive
industries breezing through land they do not own to take lives that do not belong to them. Patterns
of Tribal sovereignty being undermined and jurisdictional borders being crossed. Patterns of police
dismissing concerned mothers and fathers and aunties and grandparents with the excuse that
‘runaways always come back.’ Patterns of coroners dodging paperwork and scrawling ‘other’ next
to the line titled ‘Race’ and ‘accidental death’ next to ‘C.O.D.’ Patterns of government officials,
top to bottom, ignoring practical, sovereignty-first reforms and instead hoarding the kind of power
that keeps the crisis alive.'
The Hashtag & Grassroots Responses
In response to this epidemic of violence, the Murdered and Missing Indigenous
Women (#MMIW) movement is finally drawing much-needed attention from law
enforcement, legislators, and the general public. Grassroots efforts of First Nations women
and families in Canada first compelled the Canadian government to initiate a national
inquiry in December 2015. Similar groups later achieved the same in the U.S. And it has been
the #MMIW hashtag in social media, begun by Sheila North Wilson, former Grand Chief of
Manitoba Keewatinowi Okimakanak Inc., that helped propel local and regional activism to
a transnational scale.
In the middle of Canadian government’s inquiry, #MMIW and #MMIWG
tweets produced 55,400 unique users and 156.1 million impressions. Now, according to a
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Union Metrics Twitter Snapshot Report, #MMIW tweets can generate several hundred
thousand impressions every 4 hours. Most of these tweets use the hashtag to call attention to
their own missing loved one, to blanket local and regional networks with time-sensitive
information; to share information about police and FBI response to family’s requests for
help; or to respond to both specific MMIW cases and general MMIW education and
awareness campaigns (e.g., Drag the Red and #NotInvisible). In short, the hashtag is mobilizing
advocacy across Indian Country.
One such advocacy group is MMIW-Texas, created in the Winter of 2018 by Jodi Voice
Yellowfish (Oglala Lakota, Muscogee Creek, and Cherokee) with her sister, Snowy Voice.
MMIW-TX addresses the unique circumstances of vulnerable native women in a region where
several nations have claimed sovereignty since the 16th century. The Voice sisters aim to build
MMIW-TX in a way that is sensitive to this history, with a focus on education, on creating a safe
community aligned “against predatory behavior and lateral violence”, and on expanding the
resources available to victims and families over their lifetimes.
Over just a few months in 2017, Jody Voice went from collecting names for a small, local
vigil, to being invited to lead off the Dallas Women’s March as MMIW-TX and raising the
visibility of MMIW to communities across Texas. Voice was already an Indigenous rights
advocate and American Indian Heritage Day (Texas) Ambassador when she volunteered to help
with that first vigil. But she credits Dallas’ 2018 Heritage Day Celebration for igniting the MMIW
movement locally.
MMIW-TX is now an established program within the American Indian Heritage Day
of Texas, identifying resources, helping victims and families, and offering workshops on selfdefense and internet safety. Voice emphasizes safety, awareness, and inclusivity, and says that
MMIW-TX is using its second year to 'hone their message.' Facebook and the hashtag movement
are still a “main avenue” for sharing information about missing and victimized women and girls.
And Voice hopes to expand from there, ensuring MMIW-Tx is a trusted resource not
only for Texas’ three reservation communities, but for its thousands of urban and nonaffiliated Native Americans. 'We’re not just dealing with jurisdictional issues here,' says Voice,
referring to the deadly gap in oversight plaguing women in reservation communities. 'Our
community is spread out… urban but not dense.' And this too makes Indigenous women invisible,
their vulnerability unrecognized.
Recognizing the Problem
U.S. federal attention to the MMIW crisis first seemed to improve when the 2016 NIJ
Research Report on Violence Against American Indian/Alaska Native Women and Men was
published. That report was based on 1,542 phone surveys completed in 2010, and found that more
than 84% of American Indian/Alaska Native women (1.5 million people) experience violence in
their lifetimes, 67% were concerned for their own safety, and 41% had been physically injured
from physical violence by intimate partners, stalking, and sexual violence.
Then in 2018, the Seattle-based Urban Indian Health Institute (UIHI) completed
its landmark survey, reporting 5,712 missing Alaska Native and American Indian women
and girls, only 116 of whom were registered in the Department of Justice database. Using
data from 71 urban cities, the UIHI report exposed the tremendous scale of this problem: thousands
of Indigenous women who’d gone unrecognized, ignored, and unprotected.
With these publications, it became clear that not only was there an invisible epidemic,
but that active neglect, discrimination, and apathy had kept it hidden. A February 2018 policy
brief by the National Congress of American Indians explained how the NIJ report (and several
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census-based reports) was dependent on faulty Department of Justice databases. By September of
2019, BIA Deputy Bureau Director Addington testified that his office had not compiled data on
missing persons or domestic violence statistics. In other words, Tribal affiliation data were left out
of these national databases.
The alarming statistics are now becoming widely known. AI/AN are 2.5 times more likely
to experience violent crimes, 2 times more likely to experience rape/sexual assault. Data gaps and
conflicts over jurisdiction are a large part of the problem, since Federal, state, Tribal and local
governments share responsibilities in many of these cases, 'These data gaps impact how law
enforcement officials handle or follow up on cases. Underreporting, racial misclassification,
potential gender or racial bias, and a lack of law enforcement resources required to follow through
and close out cases appropriately, are just some of the challenges faced when working on MMIP
cases.'
U.S. Government Responses
A new partnership between the Department of Justice (DOJ) and the Bureau of
Indian Affairs (BIA) will address data management and tracking in these agencies, aiming
to improve not only tracking, but also budgeting and educational efforts specific to MMIW
in both Tribal and non-tribal offices. Traditionally, the BIA’s Office of Justice Services collects
monthly crime statistics from both Tribal and BIA law enforcement programs, but this did not
track missing persons or domestic violence statistics. The new BIA partnership with DOJ’s
National Missing and Unidentified Persons System (NamUs: https://www.namus.gov) went live
with its new data collection strategies in late February 2019.
Legislative responses are also under consideration. The 1994 Violence Against
Women Act, which had largely failed to protect Native women, was reauthorized in 2013 to
give Tribes jurisdiction over domestic-violence cases committed against Native Americans
on Tribal lands. This meant Tribal courts could prosecute non-Native suspects in domesticviolence cases. But a new provision proposed in the 2019 reauthorization would have
closed “the boyfriend loophole”even further by extending Tribal jurisdiction to include
perpetrators of sexual violence and stalking. That reauthorization failed in the Senate last
April, over largely Republican and National Rifle Association opposition to provisions
barring stalkers and abusive partners from buying guns.
A bill to address the data collection gaps, nicknamed Savannah’s Act (named for
Savannah LaFontaine-Greywind who was abducted and killed in North Dakota) and targeting
DOJ/Tribal coordination in reporting, failed to pass the House last year, but is again under
consideration in both the House of Representatives (H.R.2733) and the Senate (S.227) for
2020. And a third piece of legislation, the Not Invisible Act (H.R.2438, S.982) would create a
joint commission between the DOI and DOJ to promote coordination with an ongoing
advisory body. Finally, in November, the president signed an executive order establishing his
own task force to address MMIW - Operation Lady Justice. Representatives of Indigenous
communities attending that signing expressed support for the task force, but others consider
the effort underfunded and without Tribal representation.
State
level
legislative
responses
have
also
emerged,
such
as
in Washington, Arizona, Montana, North Dakota, and South Dakota, and task forces have
been created in many more states.
What Else Is Needed?
Legislative reform to support Tribal law enforcement and governments is critical to
resolving the MMIW crisis. Failure to pass pending legislation in 2020 would represent a
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failure of the many MMIW task forces to capitalize on this recent momentum.
Meanwhile, grassroots Indigenous groups (like the Voice sisters’ MMIW-Texas),
which keep up pressure on legislators to achieve remedies, remain fueled by the #MMIW
hashtag and community support. Native American leaders are also building and
maintaining community databases, running book groups and youth initiatives, holding red
dress exhibitions, and taking action on social media, marches, and in vigils. These urgent
actions should be at their peak in advance of May 5, 2020 National Day of Awareness for
Missing and Murdered Native Women and Girls. There are many ways to participate."
Kalle Benallie, "Uniting online for missing Native women, girls," ICT, May 7, 2020,
https://files.constantcontact.com/c2394f27001/760b793f-b657-43cc-85a9-f33349a47ac6.pdf,
reported, "May 5 is the National Day of Awareness for Missing and Murdered Native Women
and Girls." Usually the day is marked by marches and demonstrations for action on the
issue. In 2020, in the face of COVID-19, those actions took place widely on the web.
Chase Iron Eyes, Lakota People's Law Project, wrote via E-mail, June 11, 2020, "With a
mix of indignation and hope, I call on you today. Militarized police roam the streets of America,
much as they traversed our treaty lands during the #NoDAPL protests a few years ago. Once
again the world is watching and standing in solidarity with communities of color.
In this time of uprising, my organization has a duty to do whatever we can to help. And
in the wake of my successful legal defense three years ago, we interviewed dozens of
attorneys, activists, water experts, tribal officials, and government personnel to ensure that
the full Standing Rock story can always be told.
Now, as we await a ruling from Judge James Boasberg on whether to suspend the flow of
oil through DAPL, our team is releasing videos as quickly as we can. Please watch our flagship
mini-documentary and donate to help ensure that, over the coming months, the release of all
these key assets becomes a reality (https://www.lakotalaw.org/resources).
In 2017, we did exclusive interviews with participants in the NoDAPL effort, including
Harold Frazier, Julian Bear Runner, and Rodney Bordeaux — the respective leaders of the
Cheyenne River, Oglala, and Rosebud Nations. We videotaped interviews with witnesses and
deposed law enforcement personnel. And afterwards, the state's attorney tried to suppress
those depositions, knowing them to contain troubling truths about what really happened at
Standing Rock.
For example, you’ll see Kyle Kirchmeier, the incident commander for law enforcement
during NoDAPL, acknowledge that when he arrested me and 75 other water protectors in February
of 2017, he didn’t even know he was on treaty land."
Alexandra Carraher-Kang, "Protecting Sacred Shinnecock Hills, Cultural Survival,
January 20, 2020, https://www.culturalsurvival.org/news/protecting-sacred-shinnecock-hills,
reported, "On January 14, 2020, over 100 individuals, including members from other
Indigenous Tribal Nations, stood with the Shinnecock Indian Nation in part of an ongoing
protest against development on sacred burial grounds in New York. Located in Sugar Loaf,
a designated critical environmental area, the development of a single-family, two-story
residence with a three-car garage was approved by the town Southampton. However, the
applicant did not inform the Shinnecock Nation of its plans.
In 2018, during construction on Hawthorne Road in Shinnecock Hills, a Native
American grave was desecrated when remains were dug up. Ever since, to quote Shinnecock
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Nation Vice President Lance Gumbs,' Despite the formation of a Stewardship Committee to
craft legislation to protect Shinnecock lands, the Committee met only twice in 2019. 'We’re
being told...that they want to work with us,' Shinnecock Tribal Member Chenae Bullock
explained to Cultural Survival, 'but the actions are showing something different,' and when
governments ignore their past promises, it becomes 'intentional desecration.'
The ongoing construction marks how, Gumbs stated, 'the words of the town leaders are
meaningless when it comes to keeping their promises to the Shinnecock Nation.' In the words of
Shinnecock Tribal member Tela Troge, 'The town of Southampton should follow their own laws.
They need to notify us so that we can tell them this is a very sensitive site, this is a very important
site, and you can’t desecrate it.' Speaking about longtime Shinnecock activist Becky Hill, Bullock
put the reality bluntly: 'She wasn’t even notified.' If the correct procedure had been followed, the
Shinnecock Nation has argued, they would have pushed for soil tests in order to prove the Sugar
Loaf site’s existence as a burial ground. But, since neither the applicant nor the town informed
Shinnecock Nation of the building plans, there was little the Nation could do.
Despite meetings between town officials and Tribal leaders over crafting legislation
regarding such processes, there remains little consensus. Moreover, Southampton Town
Supervisor Jay Schneiderman stated, 'One of my biggest concerns is that if we come up with too
onerous of a process, that developers – it would be unethical and potentially illegal – but my
concern is that they would look the other way. And push the bones in a different direction, bury
them, pretend like they never saw it.'
When lands are taken and remains are excavated, these same remains must be reburied by
the Nation. 'Just in the last year alone, over 100 remains that were taken across the East End
of Long Island were repatriated back to us and just in the last couple of weeks we’ve had to
rebury 106 of our ancestors’ remains that were repatriated for us,' said co-chairman of the
Shinnecock’s Grave Protection Warriors Society Shane Weeks. It’s a painful process, too, with
Shinnecock Tela Troge calling it 'a trauma we have to relive every single time this [development
on sacred lands] happens, and we put up a fight every single time this happens, but it shouldn’t be
this way.'
Since December 28, when Shinnecock Tribal members realized that digging was occurring
on ancestral lands, rallying against the Sugar Loaf construction has taken place. 'This is a joining
of forces to bring our message to the Town of Southampton, State of New York, and to all the
developers who come out here and desecrate in their rush to construction,' said Shinnecock elder
Margo Thunderbird. 'This is a demonstration of determination and we are determined to stay the
course of resistance until ‘not one more acre’ becomes our rallying cry and our collective reality.'
'We are not protestors, we are protectors,' Thunderbird stated. Other than land and remains,
those protesting are protecting their entire historical legacy; Bullock said, 'If they desecrate our
skeletons, that’s a way of erasing us' and removing the Tribe from history. In the meantime,
Bullock explains that, 'We need to ensure that local governments are doing their due
diligence,' because the developers are still going to build, “but what they don’t know is that these
lands are ancestral burial grounds.'
'I’ve watched my elders fight the same exact battle on the same exact highway,” Bullock
continued. 'This fight isn’t from two weeks ago, from 25 years ago, from 100 years ago. This fight
is 400 years old...There has to be some type of resolution. We’ve done everything. The next step
is a decision.'
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Although the January 14 protest was successful, with no construction occurring that day,
protests are expected to continue until building and construction on the site end. 'No Indigenous
person needs permission to fight for what is right,' Bullock declared."
Members of the Dine Medicine Association, The Dine Haraalii Association and the
Azee'bee Nahagha of the Dine Nation protested, on December 5, 2019, the desecration of the
San Francisco Peaks Ragwart, a sacred plant, that would result from the U.S. Forest Service
permitting the Arizona Snowbowl to replace its Agassiz Chair lift, at the ski resort on the San
Francisco Peaks (Krista Allen, "Protecting Ch'ilaghani: Dine medicine group protests plan that
would desecrate sacred plant," Navajo Times, December 29, 2019).
International Activities
"COVID 19 and the Rights of Indigenous Peoples: The International Indian Treaty
Council calls for Rights-based Responses and Denounces On-going Human Rights
Violations," International Indian Treaty Council ( IITC), April 15, 2020,
http://hosted.verticalresponse.com/1383891/8b5364c9e1/545546365/aa063f1824/, stated, "The
International Indian Treaty Council (IITC), an Indigenous Peoples’ organization with
hundreds of affiliates from the North, Central, and South America, the Caribbean, and the
Arctic and Pacific regions, is profoundly concerned about the spread of the COVID-19 virus
in Indigenous Peoples’ territories and the resulting loss of life and human rights violations.
Indigenous Peoples have suffered violations of their inherent right to health for centuries.
Resource exploitation, destruction of traditional food systems and toxic contamination of
Indigenous Peoples’ lands, air and waters cause disproportionate disease rates including cancers,
diabetes, and asthma which compromise immune and respiratory systems among all ages. Poverty,
overcrowding and long-standing lack of access to health care have further increased
vulnerabilities. The current COVID-19 crisis is highlighting these ongoing human rights
violations. The highest death rates are among Indigenous elders, who are the wisdom,
language
and
knowledge
holders
for
their
Nations.
In the United States, the Diné (Navajo) Nation has been particularly hard hit, ranking
third behind the states of New Jersey and New York in the number of cases per capita as of
this release. Chile Yazzie, President of the Shiprock Chapter of the Navajo Nation is helping to
coordinate community relief efforts. He stressed that 'we [the Diné] have weakened immune
systems because of our heart and respiratory conditions, which are caused in large part by breathing
carbon polluted air from power plants all of our lives and living amongst abandoned uranium and
massive coal strip mines. We live in a national energy sacrifice zone and because of our
overcrowded housing situation, we are more susceptible to catch the virus.'
Panama's Kuna have also reported growing impacts as well as the conditions that
have made their sovereign Indigenous Nation vulnerable. On April 13th, Manigueuigdinapi
'Mani' Stanley Icaza, advisor to the Kuna Youth Movement, reported to IITC that 'our 50 Kuna
Autonomous Communities are in quarantine in Panama. There are 20 cases of COVID-19
in Kuna Yala and many more cases among Kunas living in the city. Several Kuna Youth
have passed away in Panama City. Our Wiseman and Leader Iguayokiler Ferrer is in the hospital
in Panama City in an Intensive Care Unit. The situation is very complex due to the fact that
there are no hospitals, no adequate health centers, no doctors, nor supplies in our territory.'
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IITC is outraged that the COVID-19 pandemic has been used by some federal and
state/provincial governments and corporations to roll back environmental safeguards and
fast track development projects that Indigenous Peoples have long opposed. In Canada on
April 1st, 2020, the Alberta Provincial government committed over 1 billion Canadian
dollars for the construction of the Keystone XL Pipeline to bring tar sands oil from Alberta
through the US heartland, committing to begin construction immediately despite the
pandemic. This transnational pipeline is strongly opposed by Indigenous Peoples all along
its route, as a violation of their cultural, environmental and Treaty rights. In March, the state
of South Dakota along the proposed Keystone XL route adopted “anti-protest” laws
expanding the definition of 'critical infrastructure' to include oil, gas and utility equipment,
and declaring 'substantial interruption or impairment' of that equipment as a felony.
IITC has also received reports that attacks on Indigenous human rights defenders are
increasing, including in Brazil, where deforestation continues unabated while the attention
of the world is focused on the pandemic.
Now, more than ever, the rights of Indigenous Peoples must be respected in all efforts
to address this crisis. This includes our rights to environmental and community health; Free,
Prior and informed consent; and the right to participate in decision-making regarding the
planning, development, and implementation of programs aimed to protect our Peoples and
build sustainable, resilient and just post-COVID solutions. For our collective survival, IITC
calls on the human family and the governments of the world to respect the rights and knowledge
of Indigenous Peoples at this critical time. IITC will continue to oppose all attempts by
governments and corporations to use this crisis to increase resource extraction, destruction of
sacred sites, and contamination of lands, air, and waters that will further compromise Indigenous
Peoples’ right to health.
To further this discussion, IITC will host a weekly series of webinars focusing on the
COVID-19 Pandemic and the rights of Indigenous Peoples, beginning on Friday, April 25th.
Upcoming webinars will focus on Food Sovereignty, Environmental Health and Justice, links
between COVID-19 and the Climate Crisis, and the impacts of the pandemic on Indigenous
women and children. More information on these webinars will be posted on IITC’s web site
at www.iitc.org. IITC is also posting information received from Indigenous Peoples and UN
bodies about the impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic.
For more information contact IITC's Executive Director, Andrea Carmen,
at andrea@treatycouncil.org"
"Preventing Criminalization of and Impunity Against Indigenous Peoples," Cultural
Survival, December 17, 2019, https://www.culturalsurvival.org/news/preventing-criminalizationand-impunity-against-indigenous-peoples, reported, "Indigenous human rights and
environmental defenders are killed on a daily basis. The Global Initiative to Address and
Prevent Criminalization and Impunity Against Indigenous Peoples, launched by Indigenous
Peoples Rights International and a broad coalition of organizations working on Indigenous
rights, aims to 'prevent, respond, and reduce acts of criminalization and impunity against
indigenous peoples and to provide better protection and access to justice for actual and
potential victims not only as individuals but as collectives or communities.' In order to do so,
the initiative has formed a database, a website, and an annual report to be released around
September. The Initiative aims to work closely with Indigenous and human rights networks and
organizations to gather data on threats and actions against Indigenous leaders. The Initiative is
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working towards establishing a legal and support fund for victims of criminalization or impunity.
Led by UN Special Rapporteur on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples Victoria Tauli-Corpuz,
the full-scale launch will occur in April 2020 at the UN Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues.
The numbers demonstrate what she calls a 'global crisis’ of attacks against environmental
human rights defenders wherein a majority of them are members of Indigenous
communities. The past three years show an alarming trend in the persistence of criminalization
and impunity against Indigenous Peoples.
The Initiative has gathered information from 2017 onward regarding 19 countries:
Brazil, Guatemala, Bangladesh, Cambodia, the Philippines, the Democratic Republic of
Congo, Kenya, Finland, Russia, Colombia, Ecuador, Guatemala, Vietnam, the Philippines,
Cameroon, Uganda, the United States of America. In total, they have documented 472
killings, 423 arbitrary detentions, 237 illegal arrests, and 1630 reported cases of threats and
intimidation.
In the 2017 figures alone, which focused on only a handful of the above countries,
there were over 125 killings of Indigenous people (with 110 of these being in Brazil). There
were over 250 arbitrary detentions, with most reported from Guatemala and Bangladesh. In
Bangladesh alone 401 cases of trumped-up charges were reported. Finally, threats and
intimidation made up the majority of documented incidents of criminalization against
Indigenous Peoples, with 1,176 in Bangladesh among others incidents almost all of the above
countries.
In 2018, the Initiative reported over 200 murders, with over half occurring in Brazil.
There were over 9,500 arbitrary detentions, with almost all of them reported from Colombia,
and 170 illegal arrests in Bangladesh and Cambodia.
In 2019, according to the data collected, the majority of killings were reported in
Colombia (60) and Mexico (35), and the majority of illegal arrests were reported in Indonesia
(43). Most cases of threats and intimidation were reported in the Philippines (15).
It is important to remember that incidents described are only those that have been
documented by the platform, still in its infancy. Due to marginalization and discrimination
by authorities, unequal access to justice, language barriers, and the lack of coverage by
mainstream media, there are many acts of violence, criminalization, and impunity against
Indigenous Peoples that remain undocumented and unheard. 'This available data is just the
tip of the iceberg of the true scale of the crisis,' Tauli-Corpuz warns."
"AFN National Chief Perry Bellegarde Calls for an Independent Review of the Police
Shooting of Chantel Moore," AFN, June 15, 2020, https://www.afn.ca/afn-national-chief-perrybellegarde-calls-for-an-independent-review-of-the-police-shooting-of-chantel-moore/,
stated,
"National Chief Perry Bellegarde of the Assembly of First Nations (AFN) today demanded a
full investigation into Thursday’s police-involved shooting of a young First Nations mother
in Edmundston, N.B. News reports said Chantel Moore was in distress when she was
confronted and shot by police, allegedly five times. National Chief Bellegarde said the
shooting must be investigated by an impartial third party to determine why lethal force was
used and whether race was a factor in the police officers’ response.
'How does a call for help turn into a call for the coroner? This should never happen,'
Bellegarde said. 'We need to find out whether race played any role in the police response and
whether a less extreme use of force should have been used. This young First Nations mother and
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daughter did not need to die. The killing of our people by those who have a duty to protect and
serve has to stop.'
'My heart goes out to Chantel’s family, friends and the Tla-o-qui-aht First Nation. We
should all be concerned that a wellness check resulted in the death of someone so young and full
of potential. This type of thing happens far too often in this country and it needs to change.'
National Chief Bellegarde said the AFN is calling for an immediate investigation into the
circumstances, decisions, policies and processes that led to Ms. Moore’s death. New Brunswick,
and all governments, should consider whether an armed response without proper social
supports and training is ever the correct response for a 'wellness check.'
From the B.C. Missing Women’s Report to the Aboriginal Justice Inquiry in
Manitoba to the Viens Commission Report in Quebec and the Royal Commission on
Aboriginal Peoples and the National Inquiry into Missing and Murdered Indigenious
Women and Girls, study after study has exposed the existence of systemic racism against
First Nations within police forces and the legal system. Governments and police forces across
the country need to take immediate action to review their practices and take the necessary
steps to rebuild their relationships with First Nations. They must be accountable to the First
Nations people they serve.
The AFN is the national organization representing First Nations citizens in Canada. Follow
AFN on Twitter @AFN_Updates.
For more information please contact:
Michael Hutchinson
Senior Communications Advisor
Assembly of First Nations
613-241-6789 ext. 244
613-859-6831 (cell)
mhutchinson@afn.ca
Monica Poirier
Bilingual Communications Officer
Assembly of First Nations
613-241-6789 ext. 382
613-292-0857 (mobile)
poirierm@afn.ca."
"AFN Women’s Council response to delay of National Action Plan," AFN, June 15, 2020,
https://www.afn.ca/afn-womens-council-response-to-delay-of-national-action-plan/, stated, "One
year after the release of the National Inquiry’s final report on Missing and Murdered
Indigenous Women and Girls (MMIWG), the high rates of violence against First Nations
women and girls continues. The Chair of the Assembly of First Nations (AFN) Women’s
Council, Chief Connie Big Eagle, said a National Action Plan which addresses violence,
policing, and justice issues is urgently needed.
'My thoughts and prayers go out to the family of Chantel Moore. This is another tragic
event that stresses the need to implement the Calls for Justice of the National Inquiry. There are
numerous recommendations within the National Inquiry’s report that deal with policing issues
and police interactions with First Nations women and girls,' said Chief Big Eagle. 'The
COVID-19 pandemic has highlighted the issue of domestic violence across the country and
we know that First Nations women and girls are experiencing higher rates of abuse. The
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AFN Women’s Council believes the focus must be on ending violence against First Nations
women, girls, and 2SLGBTQQIA.'
The AFN and the AFN Women’s Council have consistently advocated for immediate
action such as greater funding for shelters and safe spaces, mental health supports,
programming for men and boys, prevention, and greater funding for First Nations to develop
land-based prevention and healing programs.
Several studies, including the National Inquiry’s final report, have shown that
violence against First Nations women, girls, and 2SLGBTQQIA is interconnected with long
standing systemic and institutional bias against First Nations people. A National Action Plan
must address these issues in a way that is comprehensive and responsive to First Nations
unique needs."
"Indigenous organizations slam London Zoo: 'Why are they asking for money to help us?'"
Survival International, https://www.survivalinternational.org/news/12342, February 13, 2020,
https://www.survivalinternational.org/news/12342, reported, "London Zoo has been fiercely
criticized by indigenous organizations in Nepal over a fundraising video which campaigners
describe as 'patronizing rubbish.'
Three organizations representing the Tharu people who were evicted from the worldfamous Chitwan National Park in Nepal, have written to the ZSL, the zoo’s parent body,
saying: “ZSL doesn’t do anything to help the Tharu people who have been evicted from the
park in the name of conservation, so why are they asking for money to help us?”
ZSL has worked in Chitwan National Park since 1997 and has supported anti-poaching
ranger patrols since 2013. In addition, ZSL claims it works with 'communities around Chitwan and
Bardia National Parks to support livelihoods and address the competition for grazing between
livestock and wildlife.'
ZSL’s video suggests that the local people are damaging the forest, yet the Tharu
organizations explain: 'The forest and wildlife are only there because we protected them for
thousands of years.'
The Tharu organisations also sent their letter to Rt Hon. Alok Sharma MP, Secretary
of State for International Development, because the UK government promised to double any
donations that were received before the 31st of December.
Survival’s Senior Campaigner, Sophie Grig, who has visited communities evicted from
Chitwan park, said: 'This video is patronizing rubbish. It’s nonsense to suggest that the best way
to save the forest and wildlife is to ensure that 'communities no longer rely on the forest for
survival.' These forests are there precisely because the local people have managed and protected
them for so long. The Tharu worship the tiger and have a special relationship with many animals,
including elephants which, they say, only understand the Tharu language. One Tharu man told me:
‘It’s a gift from God that we can communicate with elephants.’
The indigenous communities in Chitwan have suffered greatly as a result of the park’s
creation. They have been forcibly evicted, beaten, tortured and even killed, in the name of
conservation. Promised community benefits from the park mostly go to the migrant
communities, not the indigenous people who were evicted and have had their lands and
livelihoods stolen by the park.
Survival’s Director Stephen Corry said today: 'It’s now being recognized that indigenous
peoples are responsible for managing the most biodiverse regions of Earth. Yet the colonial
model of so-called “conservation” is still widely practised in much of the Global South –
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including by all the major conservation NGOs. This is a gross human rights violation and
it’s time it was ended. Those backing this are supporting abuse on a huge scale.'”
“Conservation” funds stopped because of abuse," Survival International, June 1, 2020,
http://view.email.survivalinternational.org/?qs=f06246e5f88bb2f61a7c14e98998ea4de8846a5cae
a8eb5a7b0c6c85f5b9de27317095318c00e93b66540ec0f648659fae857f64bf531e50251699c0584
a2aec4f19ca328e58ace2, reported, "One of Survival’s controversial campaigns is to stop the
theft of tribal lands in the name of conservation. This crime has been going on for 150 years,
displacing and destroying millions of people particularly in Africa and Asia, and it’s now set
to increase massively. Although many environmentalists agree that this must end, and that
it harms biodiversity as well as people, Survival remains the only international NGO making
an uncompromised stand against it.
We’ve had a major breakthrough. Some of the biggest funders of destructive colonial
conservation have been made to suspend funding and to insist on what was supposed to be
happening anyway – that projects can’t take place on tribal land without the proper
agreement of the people.
WWF has been pushing for a new park in Congo (called Messok Dja) and has been
backed with millions of euros from EU taxpayers. Since the project started years ago, park
rangers have beaten, sexually abused, imprisoned and even killed the local Baka (so-called
“Pygmies”). WWF knows this but always pretended the park had local agreement. We know
that’s not true. It’s hardly surprising, why would Baka agree, given that WWF wants to stop them
living on their own land?
It’s not just the Baka, many others have also lost their lands to conservation
throughout the Congo Basin, and have been reduced to abject poverty, living alongside roads
and eking a living as best they can. They repeatedly ask us to get this stopped. It’s not an
isolated example, it’s been the pattern of national parks throughout Africa for 100 years, and
Survival’s been working hard against it.
We met with Messok Dja’s funders last February, shortly before lockdown, and now
the EU has suspended grants and insisted on the issue of local consent being examined yet
again. WWF will try and push on regardless, but it’s the first time ever that EU money for
'conservation' has been halted for violating tribal peoples’ rights. It gives the Baka around
Messok Dja a chance of survival.
It’s part of the battle to decolonize conservation everywhere. We believe that big
NGOs should approach indigenous and tribal peoples with humility, stop trying to take their
land from them, and offer support when it’s asked. Conservation initiatives should be
controlled by those who’ve long been caring for the land. They are the best conservationists,
as Survival has been saying for 50 years."
"Cultural Survival Releases Covid-19 Prevention Manual for Indigenous Community
Radio
Stations,"
Cultiural
Survival,
May
26,
2020,
https://www.culturalsurvival.org/news/cultural-survival-releases-covid-19-prevention-manualindigenous-community-radio-stations, reported, "Indigenous communities are mobilizing in the
face of the COVID-19 pandemic. Through Cultural Survival’s experience and work with
Indigenous Peoples around the world, we are hearing that the pandemic is revealing deep
inequalities, poverty, and vulnerability in Indigenous communities.
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Indigenous Peoples are experiencing unemployment; violence; lack of access to
potable water; and obstacles in accessing health services and information about the
pandemic. In many countries, people cannot access information due to commercial television
and radio stations broadcasting only in mainstream languages, which increases the inequity
between Indigenous and non-Indigenous Peoples.
At Cultural Survival, we firmly believe that Indigenous community radio stations’ role
is to inform and disseminate culturally and linguistically relevant information to reduce the
devastating effects of the COVID-19 pandemic. We are committed to supporting and protecting
Indigenous radio journalists and broadcasters around the world, who are at their radio stations
every day making extraordinary efforts to keep their communities safe, often risking their own
lives.
Cultural Survival has produced a prevention manual (available in Spaish at:
https://www.culturalsurvival.org/sites/default/files/MANUAL%20CULTURAL%20SURVIVAL
.pdf) to support the essential activities of radio stations, including general guidelines for good
communication going beyond prevention. This manual contains tools to prevent and protect
journalists from possible spread of the virus at radio stations, and promotes the important
role of a community engagement agent. Some examples shared include how radio stations can
be a voice to call for a calm and unified community prevention strategy. Community radio stations
have opportunities to also promote and defend human rights as many governments are abusing
their power during the pandemic. Another example included is how radio stations can become
educators and serve as a space for community teachers trying to reach children that do not have
access to the internet and cannot attend online schooling.
The manual is currently being shared in Spanish and soon will be available in English
and 20 Indigenous languages from Abya Yala, Asia, and Africa.
Community radio is a powerful tool for Indigenous Peoples. Through this medium,
Indigenous communities can exercise their rights to self-determination, to defend their territories
and lands, and to freedom of expression in Indigenous languages. Indigenous Peoples will be able
to communicate relevant, useful, and culturally pertinent information for their communities."
The Zapatista Army of National Liberation held three days of protests in defense of
Mother Earth, in February 2020, as part of their defense of their land and water, and
recognition of those who have died in the struggle ("Mexico: Zapatitas Defend Mother Earth,"
Cultural Survival Quarterly, March 2020).
"Amazon leaders call on Boris Johnson to 'stand with us' in face of attacks," Survival
International, February 3, 2020, https://www.survivalinternational.org/news/12325, reported,
"Some of the Amazon’s most prominent indigenous leaders have handed in a letter to 10
Downing St, calling on Boris Johnson’s government to 'stand with us to defend the Amazon.'
Davi Yanomami, known as 'the Dalai Lama of the Rainforest', renowned Kayapo
leader Raoni Metuktire, and three others will make an urgent appeal to the British Prime
Minister to 'ensure that no gold, other minerals or agricultural products from our lands
come to the UK.'”
"Davi Yanomami was recently awarded the 2019 Right Livelihood Award, known as the
“Alternative Nobel Prize.” He is a highly respected shaman, and author (with Bruce Albert)
of “The Falling Sky.”
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Two weeks ago Raoni hosted a major indigenous gathering in Brazil, whose final
declaration was a call to protect the Amazon and its indigenous people from the 'genocide,
ethnocide and ecocide' being carried out by the country’s President Jair Bolsonaro.
In the leaders’ joint letter they call on the UK government to use its hosting of the UN
Climate Conference in November to “put tribal peoples centre stage and recognise our key role in
conserving some of the most biodiverse and threatened regions of the world for the benefit of
humanity.”
They also denounce President Bolsonaro’s plan to open up indigenous territories to
mining."
"Yanomami launch global campaign as goldminers and Covid-19 endanger entire tribe,"
Survival International, June 2, 2020, https://www.survivalinternational.org/news/12405, reported,
"The Yanomami tribe has launched a global campaign to expel 20,000 gold miners from their
land amid the coronavirus pandemic.
Three Yanomami people have died from Covid-19 and dozens more are infected.
There are fears the disease could wipe out thousands of Yanomami people, and hit several
Ye’kwana communities who also live in the territory.
New
research (https://acervo.socioambiental.org/acervo/publicacoes-isa/o-impacto-dapandemia-na-terra-indigena-yanomami-foragarimpoforacovid) released as part of the campaign
reveals that thousands of Yanomami people living near the illegal mining zones in the Yanomami
Indigenous Territory could become infected, and that the territory is the most vulnerable in the
entire Brazilian Amazon to the virus.
Dario Yanomami of the Hutukara Yanomami Association said: 'We are monitoring the
Covid-19 disease spreading through our land and are very sad at the first Yanomami deaths. Our
shamans are working non-stop to counter this xawara (epidemic). We will fight and resist. To do
this, we need support from the Brazilian people and from the whole world.'
The '#MinersOutCovidOut' campaign has been launched by several Yanomami and
Ye’kwana associations and many supporting organizations worldwide (list below).
The Yanomami aim to get 100,000 people signing a petition calling on President
Bolsonaro’s government to expel the miners from their territory – the largest indigenous territory
in Brazil. It has been the target of illegal gold mining since the 1980s. Malaria epidemics
introduced by the miners in the 1980s killed a fifth of the tribe’s population in Brazil, and many in
Venezuela.
Miners have been operating close to one of several communities of uncontacted
Yanomami, who are known as the Moxihatatea.
The following people are available for interview:
Hutukara Yanomami Association
Dario Kopenawa
(Portuguese only, Survival can translate)
Survival International
Fiona Watson
(English and Portuguese)
comunicacao@survivalinternational.org/ +55 62 99425 3317
Instituto Socioambiental
Antonio Oviedo (Author of campaign report)
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marinaterra@socioambiental.org
(Portuguese & English)
Instituto Socioambiental
Marcos Wesley (PRN)
marinaterra@socioambiental.org
(Portuguese only)
Uncontacted tribes are at particular risk of being wiped out by diseases to which they have
no immunity. Davi Kopenawa, a Yanomami leader known as “the Dalai Lama of the Rainforest”
recently warned the UN that the uncontacted Yanomami could soon be exterminated if nothing is
done to protect the territory.
Miners appear to be exploiting the chaos caused by the coronavirus and have been
emboldened by President Bolsonaro’s pro-mining stance, with an increase in Yanomami
land destroyed by gold miners in March compared with February.
President Bolsonaro has actively encouraged land invasions in indigenous territories
and has introduced a bill to sell off their lands for logging, mining, ranching and farming.
Survival’s Research and Advocacy Director Fiona Watson said today: 'The Yanomami’s
survival as a people depends on the miners being removed. At the moment their rivers are being
polluted with toxic mercury, their forest destroyed, their children are dying of malaria and more
miners are invading under cover of the coronavirus pandemic. A humanitarian catastrophe is
unfolding.
'The Yanomami are up against 20,000 gold miners and a President determined to finish off
the country’s indigenous peoples.
'If the government doesn’t act now we could witness the appalling scenario of the 1980s
gold rush again, when one fifth of the Yanomami population died from diseases due to government
inaction.'
Notes to Editors:
1. The #ForaGarimpoForaCovid (#MinersOutCovidOut) campaign is an initiative of the
Forum of Yanomami and Ye’kwana Leaders and the following organizations: Hutukara
Yanomami Association (HAY), Wanasseduume Ye’kwana Association (SEDUUME),
Kumirayoma Yanomami Women’s Association (AMYK), Texoli Ninam Association of Roraima
State (TANER) and the Yanomami Association of the River Cauaburis and Affluentes (AYRCA).
2. The campaign is being organized with the support of: APIB (the Network of Indigenous
Organizations of Brazil), COIAB (Coordinating Body of Indigenous Organizations of the
Brazilian Amazon), ISA (Socio-environmental Institute), Survival International, Greenpeace
Brazil, Conectas Human Rights, Amnesty International, RCA (Amazonian Co-operation
Network), Igarapé Institute, Rainforest Foundation US and Rainforest Foundation Norway.
3. As part of the campaign ISA and the Federal University of Minas Gerais have published
a report on the impact of goldmining on the Yanomami. According to their research, 40% of the
Yanomami living near the illegal gold mines could become infected with Covid-19.
4. ISA’s radar monitoring system, Sirad, has detected an increase in gold mining activity.
Sirad’s results show that since the first analyses 1,925 hectares of forest degraded by illegal mining
have been detected. In March 2020 alone, 114 hectares of forest were destroyed by gold miners.
5. After a long international campaign led by Davi Kopenawa, Survival and the CCPY (Pro
Yanomami Commission), Yanomami land in Brazil was finally demarcated as the ‘Yanomami
Park’ in 1992. Combined with the Yanomami territory in Venezuela, it is the largest area of
rainforest under indigenous control anywhere in the world."
81

"Tell the Ecuadorian Government to Respond to Indigenous Peoples' Demands for Urgent
Action on COVID-19!," Amazon Watch, March 27, 2020, https://amazonwatch.org/takeaction/tell-ecuador-to-respond-to-indigenous-peoples-demands-on-covid19?email=ssachs@earthlink.net&first=Stephen&last=Sachs&utm_source=Amazon+Watch+New
sletter+and+Updates&utm_campaign=79fd02a198-2019-04-25blk%2B_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_e6f929728b-79fd02a198342254273&mc_cid=79fd02a198&mc_eid=8769095ac1, "In response to the coronavirus
pandemic, Ecuadorian indigenous and human rights organizations sent an urgent letter
calling on their government to implement multiple protective measures to guarantee their
rights, safety, and equal access to public services during this health emergency.
Demand that the government immediately reply to this letter and follow through with
concrete action!
'To: President Lenin Moreno CC: Alexandra Ocles, Secretary of Risk Management
Juan Carlos Zevallos López, Public Health Minister María Paula Romo, Interior Minister
We call upon you to immediately respond to the letter sent to you by multiple national
indigenous organizations demanding that your government provide concrete, culturallyappropriate, and effective measures in order to guarantee the fulfillment of indigenous peoples'
rights to life, integrity, access to health care, and self-determination during this emergency.'
"'Don’t fund our eviction”: honey-collecting tribe pleads with US government," Survival
International, January 19, 2020, https://www.survivalinternational.org/news/12320, reported,
"Two tribal communities famed for their honey-gathering skills have written to the US
authorities urging them to scrap support for a conservation project that could lead to the
tribe’s eviction from their ancestral forests.
The villagers, members of India’s Jenu Kuruba (“honey collectors”) tribe, object to
the US Fish and Wildlife Service funding a project in Karnataka state, home to the
Nagarhole Tiger Reserve, which was created on their tribal lands.
The project is a partnership with Wildlife Conservation Society-India. Its first
objective is to 'facilitate government-sponsored, voluntary relocation of forest-interior
families to new sites outside the forest.' But the Jenu Kuruba are determined to stay in their
forests, and view U.S. government money being used in this way as “Aiding and abetting the
government and WCS’s plans to evict us from our forests.”
Other Jenu Kuruba people were previously evicted from Nagarhole, where WCSIndia has worked for decades. They told Survival that they were pressured to “voluntarily
relocate” after their lives in the forest were rendered impossible, and they were left with no choice.
One described it as 'a kind of torture.'
Gurumala, a Jenu Kuruba man who was evicted from a nearby tiger reserve 30 years ago,
told Survival: 'Our children were once independent and free; the whole community was their
teacher. After the government came, we lost so much, they moved us out of the forest and
restricted our lives. Now our children who grow up here have no freedom. I’m sad that our
children have to live like this. I feel very sad that I have to tell our children and grandchildren
about our way of life as if it were just a story from the past.'
The WCS is the parent organization of the Bronx Zoo. One of its founders, Madison
Grant, was a notorious eugenicist and author of The Passing of the Great Race, a book Hitler
referred to as his 'bible.'
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Survival’s
research (https://assets.survivalinternational.org/documents/1894/illegalevictions-from-indias-tiger-reserves.pdf) into Indian government-sponsored 'voluntary
relocations' of tribal people from tiger reserves has found them to be forced evictions, and
so illegal under Indian and international law.
The letter (https://assets.survivalinternational.org/documents/1897/nagarhole-adivasiletter-english.pdf) comes just weeks after members of the US government’s House Committee
on Natural Resources started to investigate WCS’s role in conservation grants tied to human
rights
abuses.
In
December the
committee
wrote (https://republicansnaturalresources.house.gov/uploadedfiles/2019-1216_bishop_gohmert_mcclintock_to_samper_wcs_re_conservation_grants.pdf) to WCS President
and CEO, Christián Samper requesting information 'related to WCS’s awareness of the occurrence
of human rights abuses, funding for eco-guards or law-enforcement that committed human rights
abuses, and policies addressing the rights of indigenous and local peoples.'
A
member
of
the
US
Congress
has
also submitted
a
law (https://www.buzzfeednews.com/article/katiejmbaker/a-us-lawmaker-wants-to-ban-fundingfor-conservation-groups) that would prohibit the government from funding international
conservation groups that fund or support human rights violations.
Survival International Director Stephen Corry said today: 'Tribal people have long been
considered disposable and just 'in the way' by big conservation NGOs who want to kick them off
their land. But now at least some of them are able to lobby the government funders behind the
schemes, which usually do a worse job of conservation than the original inhabitants themselves.
Governments shouldn’t fund illegal land grabs and conservation NGOs must learn to treat people
with respect. Times are changing.'”
Bia'ni Madsa 'Juárez López, "Indigenous Terra Madre: Indigenous Youth and Women in
the Americas Protect Food Systems," Cultural Survival, April 20, 2020,
https://www.slowfood.com, reported, "Tlaola is a small Nahua community in the state of
Puebla, Mexico, which positioned itself internationally thanks to a group of women who
accepted the challenge of hosting an international event, Terra Madre Indígena de América,
which for the first time was held in the Americas. The central focus on the meeting was the
role of Indigenous women and youth in the protection of traditional food systems.
Dalí Nolasco (Nahua), member of Slow Food México and Mopampa, commented, 'In my
mind and heart I thought, I must bring my beautiful Tlaola to the world, they must come, get to
know my town, walk the streets, enjoy the rainy green and wet landscape, eat tamales in the garden,
greet my neighbors. Let everyone know that we are here!'
The women hosts of Mopampa have a long history of organization. In 1992, they started
cultivating the serrano pepper. Fifteen years later, in 2007, they created the Network of the
Organization of Indigenous Women of Tlaola to develop productive projects to improve the living
conditions of women. In 2016, they achieved the recognition of the serrano pepper by Slow Food,
an organization that recognizes great work in sustainable and agro-ecological practices.
On February 21-24, 2020, 45 Indigenous delegates from Argentina, Bolivia, Brazil,
Colombia, Ecuador, Mexico, Peru and the United States, and 20 representatives of
international organizations and observers from Italy, Panama, Mexico, Guatemala and the
United States; and Indigenous representatives of Nahua, Tsotsil, Maya, Ayuuk, K'iche ',
Binizá, Mbya Guaraní, Aymara / Calacalita, Me Phaa, Wichi, Yoruna, Kiriri, Creole Raizal,
Inga, Shuar, Afro-Ecuadorian, Kañari-Kichwa, Puruwa Kichwa, Quechua, Raramuri,
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Chinanteco, Tseltal, Otomí, Mixteco, Chahla, Muskoke, Uma and Guaraní Peoples came
together to reflect on their communities, share stories, and connect global production of
conventional foods with climate change, loss of biodiversity and conflicts associated with land
racism and discrimination.
The months of anticipation work began with an open call in which 141 young people from
27 countries sent in proposals, showing the great need to generate these international
intergenerational dialogues.
Slow Food (https://www.slowfood.com) is a global network committed to changing the
current logic of agri-food production, for an alternative based on values such as fair trade, a
healthy ecological footprint, through traditional foods that protect biodiversity and cultures.
In Mexico, there are 36 Slow Food communities dedicated to protecting culturally important
foods such as pulque, corn, serrano chile, native honey, vanilla, salt, among many others.
Tlaola was filled with different colors and sounds, the dialogue at the event was mixed
with traditional Nahua music in the background, resulting in an exchange of experiences, the
formation of strategic alliances, and the strengthening of the network of Indigenous youth and
women of Slow Food of America. The participants will return to their communities to continue
working the land while influencing public policies locally and internationally."
"Koef Grant Partner Spotlight: Centro Sapichay," Cultural Survival, February 27, 2020,
https://www.culturalsurvival.org/news/koef-grant-partner-spotlight-centro-sapichay,
reported,
"Uniting Rural and Urban Indigenous Communities in Peru, Centro Sapichay is working to
unite the rural and urban Indigenous communities of the Wanka, Chanka, Ashaninka,
Ya’nesha, Awajun, Kana and Quechua Peoples in Peru through an Indigenous-led rapid
response network, AWAY (Quechua for “to weave”). AWAY draws upon shared value
systems to support rural communities and facilitate communication between urban and
rural members.
Many Indigenous Nations are located in remote areas but also have diasporas in more
urban areas. These communities did not have an effective way of communicating quickly
with one another and with their Indigenous urban populations. A grant from the Keepers of
the Earth Fund to Centro Sapichay helped establish the AWAY Rapid Response Network,
organized primarily by the communities in Junin. AWAY is the first network of its kind, a
first step to creating an increased sense of solidarity between urban and rural Indigenous
communities. The grant supported urban and rural Indigenous people of Peru to stay in
contact and to report on and address any urgent issues they are facing, including human
rights and environmental rights violations.
According to Paloma Abregu, the executive director of Sapichay, the purpose of this
AWAY network is to 'quickly disseminate information on events and critical community
survival needs, by use of phone trees, websites, and encrypted text.' It creates a way for
Indigenous communities to correspond about rights abuses that may be being violated and
creates a support network of medical and legal help if they are in need of either. Before
AWAY could start being effective, Sapichay organized workshops about tactics for legal defense,
technical support in areas of conflict, as well as workshops that informed the rural and urban
Indigenous communities about their rights. The project has already shown how effective it can be.
Centro Saphichay was able to inform Indigenous communities in urban areas of Peru about a
mining contract that was solicited illegally and make both rural and urban communities aware that
they have rights to their lands. One participant said, “They should spread this information to more
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communities, because here we were unaware of many things, the radio did not even inform us
about these rights.'
Centro Sapichay wanted to create a way for communities in the Peruvian Andes, central
rainforest, and urban areas not only to learn about their rights, but also for the rural communities
to learn how to use photography and video equipment, and to create an interactive mapping website
for all communities to upload information on and communicate about recent conflicts. The AWAY
network has created a newfound relationship and trust between rural and urban Indigenous
communities, a sense of unity and belonging for all Indigenous people involved in this project.
Centro Sapichay hopes to inspire other Indigenous communities to create similar network
systems. AWAY has given a new feeling of strength to communities, especially those located in
rural areas and places where people can easily be taken advantage of because of barriers to
accessing information. Sapichay intends to nurture this new solidarity in order to advocate for
Indigenous rights and raise awareness of human rights violations through social media
campaigns."
Violent protests against an amendment of a citizenship bill took place all over India,
in December 2020, including by large numbers of Indigenous people who feared that the
legislation might make them minorities in their own lands, and could lead to elimination of
their land rights, culture and language (India: Protests Arise Against New Citizenship
Amendment Bill," Cultural Survival Quarterly, March 2020).
"Bangladesh: Protect Refugees in COVID-19 Response, Suspend Use of Bhasan Char
Island: First case of COVID-19 confirmed in Rohingya refugee camp," Fortify Rights, May 15,
2020,
https://mailchi.mp/fortifyrights/bangladesh-protect-refugees-in-covid-19-responsesuspend-use-of-bhasan-char-island?e=24e6ca1455, stated, "The Government of Bangladesh
should utilize existing quarantine facilities for Rohingya refugees potentially exposed to
COVID-19 and suspend its use of Bhasan Char island for refugees, said Fortify Rights
today. Bangladesh authorities confirmed yesterday the first case of COVID-19 in the
Rohingya refugee camps in Cox’s Bazar District.
Bangladesh authorities are currently holding in quarantine at least 300 Rohingya
refugees on Bhasan Char, a poorly equipped, flood-prone island located off the coast of
mainland Bangladesh."
"Myanmar: New Evidence of Denial of Rohingya Citizenship: Internal government documents
reveal ongoing campaign, Fortify Rights, January 16, 2020, https://www.fortifyrights.org/myainv-2020-01-16/, stated, "The Government of Myanmar should take steps to urgently restore full
citizenship rights to Rohingya, said Fortify Rights today. New evidence collected by Fortify
Rights, including eyewitness testimony and internal government documents, confirms that
Myanmar authorities are continuing to force and coerce Rohingya to accept National
Verification Cards (NVCs), which effectively identify Rohingya as foreigners and strip them of
access to full citizenship rights."
"Malaysia:

End Violent Threats and Anti-Rohingya Campaign: 84 organizations call on Malaysia to
end discriminatory rhetoric against Rohingya refugees," Fortify Rights, May 11, 2020,
https://mailchi.mp/fortifyrights/malaysia-end-violent-threats-and-anti-rohingyacampaign?e=24e6ca1455, stated, "The Government of Malaysia should immediately address
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hate speech and violent threats against Rohingya refugees, Fortify Rights and 83 other
organizations said today in an open letter to Prime Minister Muhyiddin Yassin. In April 2020,
hateful messages targeting the Rohingya community in Malaysia proliferated social media
platforms, causing widespread fear of physical violence and discrimination among Rohingya
refugees."
"Myanmar: Ban Landmines, Lift Travel Restrictions on Aid Groups: COVID-19 and longstanding
restrictions on humanitarian aid hamper landmine-survivor support," Fortify Rights, May 14, 2020,
https://www.fortifyrights.org/mya-inv-2020-05-14/, stated, "The Myanmar military and ethnic
armed groups should end the use of landmines and the Government of Myanmar should lift
restrictions on humanitarian aid groups providing life-saving support to landmine survivors in
ethnic areas affected by ongoing war, said Fortify Rights today. Since January 1, 2020,
landmine explosions in Myanmar have reportedly killed or injured at least 68 civilians, while
longstanding government-imposed restrictions on aid groups coupled with new COVID-19related restrictions hinder access to essential aid and services."
"Thailand: Protect Rohingya Refugees from Forced Return, Indefinite Detention: Thailand threatens to
return 35 Rohingya, including six women and 16 children, to Myanmar," Fortify Rights, June 5,
2020, https://www.fortifyrights.org/tha-inv-2020-06-05/, stated, "The government of Thailand
should prevent the indefinite detention or forced return of Rohingya refugees and possible
survivors of human trafficking, Fortify Rights said today. Thai authorities are detaining at least
35 Rohingya men, women, and children in the Tak Immigration Detention Center (IDC) and
threatening to return them to Myanmar, where they face certain persecution.
Thai authorities deny that the detainees are ethnic Rohingya, instead alleging they are
'Myanmar Muslims.' Fortify Rights confirmed the detainees are Rohingya from Myanmar."
"Koef Partner Spotlight: Coalition Against Land Grabbing," Cultural Survival, March 30,
2020,
https://www.culturalsurvival.org/news/koef-partner-spotlight-coalition-against-landgrabbing, Reported, "The Coalition Against Land Grabbing (CALG) is an Indigenous-led
organization based in Palawan province in the Philippines. The organization serves and is run by
members of the three main Indigenous communities living in Palawan, the Pala’wan, Tagabanua,
and Batak. The Coalition Against Land Grabbing has been working on its mission to secure land,
forest, and natural resources for the local Indigenous communities since 2014 in order to oppose
the massive, on-going land grabbing taking place in the region. With a Cultural Survival’s Keepers
of the Earth Fund grant, the Coalition worked with local communities to protect their resources
from
agribusiness
corporations
and
other
forms
of
land
grabbing.
The Coalition used the funds to advocate against agribusiness companies that are
trying to implement development projects on Indigenous ancestral land, petitioning a silica
mining company, and facilitating requests for ancestral domain titles (CADT) procedures
and preparing Ancestral Domain Sustainable Development and Protection Plans in some
communities.
In 2016, two major agribusiness companies, the Green Power Palawan Agriculture
Corporation (GPPAC) and Lionheart Agrotech, started to clear land in the ancestral domain
of the Pala’wan of Barangay Ransang without adhering to the proper Free, Prior, and
Informed Consent practices. The companies were planning to convert the land into coconut
plantations. This land borders valuable territories and areas conserved by Indigenous
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Peoples and local communities. The Coalition Against Land Grabbing had proven to the
National Commission on Indigenous Peoples that the companies did not adhere to proper
Free, Prior, and Informed Consent guidelines. As a result, the National Commission on
Indigenous Peoples suspended the companies’ Certificate of Precondition. This suspension
stopped the companies from continuing to carry out operations.
In response, in June 2017, both companies filed a motion of reconsideration. They
requested that the National Commission on Indigenous Peoples lift the suspension and allow
the companies to resolve the issue by paying the required bond that is decided by the affected
tribes. The Commission decided that the companies should pay the required bond, but it did
not allow the companies to resume operations. The companies were requested to submit an
Environmental and Socio-Cultural Impact Statement, a comprehensive work plan, and
comply with all Free, Prior, and Informed Consent guidelines. The companies suspended
operations for a couple of months but soon resumed clearing and even expanding planting
operations. About 1000 hectares of Indigenous ancestral domain have been cleared.
The Coalition Against Land Grabbing documented an encroachment by migrants in the
areas claimed by Lionheart Agrotech and the areas Lionheart Agrotech would like to expand into.
As a result, large areas of land have had the natural vegetation removed, and roads have been built
illegally by Lionheart Agrotech that has caused erosion and the destruction of Indigenous burial
sites. The company’s encroachment has also caused negative effects on the environment and
internal community cohesion in some areas. One lowland Pala’wan from Ransang stated,
'Before the companies came to our land, the communities were united, we helped each other in
case of need, we exchanged food with each other, no one was left alone. Now brothers are against
their own brothers, cousins against cousins, relatives against their own relatives. Trustworthiness
and reciprocity have all been affected. This is because companies have divided people’s hearts,
they hired some people and left others with no jobs, they paid some people and gave nothing to
others, and they created inequalities and injustices. This is why community unity has been lost.'
Recently, Lionheart Agrotech entered into a joint venture agreement with the
Department of Environment and Natural Resources for a project without the Free, Prior,
and Informed Consent of the affected Indigenous Peoples. The Coalition Against Land
Grabbing facilitated a number of meetings with relevant government authorities. Such
meetings highlighted that the agreement did not have legal merit due to a lack of Free, Prior,
and Informed Consent of the affected communities. Regardless, due to the obstacles of
corruption and intragovernmental collusion, the matter remains unresolved. A complaint was
made to the Department of Environment and Natural Resources, but there was no response.
The Coalition, pending approval from its attorneys, plans to aid the affected Indigenous
communities in filing another complaint and will monitor any response.
As Lionheart Agrotech has begun to try and comply with Free, Prior, and Informed
Consent practices, the Coalition is concerned such practices will not be conducted in a
transparent manner. There have also been a number of instances in the past in which the
company has used intimidations and harassment.
The Coalition is supporting the Barangay Capitan of Ransang in monitoring the activities
of Lionheart Agrotech. The elected Indigenous Peoples’ Mandatory Representative is also working
with the Coalition by sending frequent updates on the situation. The Coalition is also trying to
legally support seven Indigenous leaders during court trial because they participated in the
destruction and removal of a fence placed on their ancestral domain by Lionheart Agrotech.
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On November 25 and 27, 2019, the National Commission for Indigenous Peoples, the
Department of Environment and Natural Resources, and Indigenous representatives met to discuss
the Lionheart Agrotech case. The Coalition Against Land Grabbing provided funds for the
Palawan delegation for transportation, accommodations, and food. The Palawan delegation was
also able to visit the National Commission for Indigenous Peoples’ regional office and meet with
the Enbanc Chairperson. At the meeting, a number of issues including the transparency and legality
of Lionheart Agrotech’s Free, Prior, and Informed Consent practices and the joint venture
agreement were discussed. The Chairperson assured the delegation that the joint venture agreement
will be classified as void, and advised them to wait for the Free, Prior, and Informed Consent
procedures to be finished before calling for a dialogue to challenge it.
An upland Pala’wan from Ransang stated, 'Everybody comes to our land with a purpose.
The oil palm companies say that they want to make us rich, the mining companies say they will
build hospitals for us, the environmentalists claim that they want to save animals and plants in our
forest, the missionaries want to save our souls. The government tells us that if we stop our upland
farming they will give us livelihood alternatives. Everybody comes here with a plan, but no one
asks us what is our plan and our vision for our land and our people.'
In the Municipality of Rizal, the Coalition was also able to assist the Indigenous
communities in submitting a petition against a silica mining company that would impact
Indigenous land. In a parallel effort, the Coalition also worked on an education and
information campaign in various communities to inform them about the long-term impact
of mining and share the experiences of communities that have been impacted by mining.
In Ransang, Candawaga, and Culasian, the Coalition also has successfully
implemented requests for ancestral domain title procedures (CADT) processes. A CADT
data gathering and census project is near completion. The Coalition has also accomplished
an Ancestral Domain Sustainable Development and Protection Plan and has sent a letter to
the National Commission on Indigenous Peoples for its validation.
The National Commission on Indigenous Peoples should be releasing a memorandum
of agreement to be signed by the Indigenous representatives of the area soon. This is a key
step in the CADT process, but other steps must be taken in order to accomplish the
demarcation and recognition of ancestral territories.
Going forward, the Coalition Against Land Grabbing is facing a new challenge. The
provincial government of Palawan passed a resolution that supports the passage of a law that
declares certain areas of land of the public domain in Palawan as alienable and disposable
and open to distribution for agricultural, commercial, residential, industrial, and other
productive purposes. The areas of land in question include areas of land in which CADT is
being applied. The Coalition will challenge this resolution by highlighting that Indigenous
ancestral domains can not be converted into alienable and disposable land and that the
communities must be consulted in regard to any development plans for the land.
The Coalition and the Indigenous people of Palawan have been facing a number of
other obstacles from the federal government. Under the administration of President Duterte,
there has been a deterioration of democracy and human rights that has impacted the
Indigenous Peoples of Palawan. The Coalition staff has experienced death-threats and are in
increased danger. Major constitutional changes proposed by the president could cancel the
Indigenous Peoples’ Rights Act, which is the cornerstone for the work being done by the
Coalition. Furthermore, some activities by the Coalition had to be put on hold due to an
election ban from September 2018 - June 2019.
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The Coalition Against Land Grabbing and the Indigenous Peoples of Palawan are working
tirelessly to protect their ancestral territories for future generations. The issues they are battling are
continuously changing and the Coalition continues to monitor and respond to developments of the
situation as they arise in creative and strategic ways. One Pala’wan from Candawage stated, “If
our land is not spared from destruction, time will come that we will have to cross mountains and
rivers to find medicinal plants, perhaps we will have to reach the other side of the island, just to
discover that no matter how far we walk, the animals are gone, the forest is gone, the food is
gone.”
Chung-Wha Hong, Executive Director of Grassroots International, wrote in an E-mail,
May 5, 2020, "From mile-long lines of people waiting for food at food banks in the US, to the
lockdown of local markets across the globe, to border closings and unemployment of millions of
low-wage workers … the COVID-19 pandemic is pushing the pre-existing hunger crisis to the
brink. The UN World Food Program warns against a hunger pandemic resulting in 130
million more people facing acute food insecurity and mass starvation due to COVID-19.
This is why we need to fundamentally change the food system. Will you join our
partners?
Small-holder farmers and Indigenous People have been working to create a new
approach called food sovereignty that puts control of food production and markets in the
hands of communities, not corporations. It’s a system based in agroecology and sustainable
techniques that is healthy for farmers, farmworkers, consumers, and the planet. And it’s a
system that produces more food per square foot than industrial agriculture!
It’s the system we need to end the food crisis and now is your opportunity to support the
creation of a “new normal” that will have long-term, lasting impact.
Although the pandemic and closed markets are threatening farmers’ livelihoods, our
partners are responding with immediate social support and demands where governments have
failed. They are fighting back against agribusiness encroachments on land and small farmers’
rights, defending territory, seeds and water, and demanding sustainable prices. For example:
In Mexico, our partners are coordinating an effort to purchase seeds and vegetables
from local farmers that have a surplus and redistributing them to communities in need
during this crisis. Families can count on fresh food produced in their own homes, farmers are able
to sell their goods, and the food shortage is counteracted locally.
A Palestinian partner is creating 2,500 home and rooftop gardens and is distributing
more than 300,000 vegetable seedlings to kickstart the gardens and provide vital food to
families struggling amidst both COVID-19 and the Israeli occupation.
Grantees in Burkina Faso are reallocating funding to support home gardens since
families are unable to get to their farms or to access local markets because of governmental
lockdowns.
In Puerto Rico, our partner organized a Caravan for Life demanding automatic Food
Stamp approval and stable food prices even as they continue to organize volunteers to cook
and feed the community with the slogan 'We don’t eat austerity. We cook dignity.'
Now is the time for us to show our solidarity beyond our borders and with the movements
that are expanding food sovereignty, that will not only feed their communities during this
pandemic, but build a lasting community-led food system for the future."
}~~~---->>>>>>>-=+=-<<<<<<<----~~~{
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INDIAN AND INDIGENOUS DEVELOPMENTS
Steve Sachs
Environmental Developments
Eoin Higgins, "Like Adding 'Five to Six Hiroshima Bombs of Heat Each Second,' Study
Shows Oceans Warming at Record Rate, 'If you want to understand global warming, you have to
measure
ocean
warming,'"
Common
Dreams,
January
14,
2014,
https://www.commondreams.org/news/2020/01/14/adding-five-six-hiroshima-bombs-heat-eachsecond-study-shows-oceans-warming-record?cdorigin=rss&utm_term=AO&utm_campaign=Daily%20Newsletter&utm_content=email&utm_so
urce=Daily%20Newsletter&utm_medium=Email, reported, "A new study published Monday
shows that the Earth's oceans reached the highest temperatures and warmed the fastest since
records began, highlighting the urgent need for global action to address the climate crisis
before it's too late.
The study (pdf: https://link.springer.com/content/pdf/10.1007/s00376-020-9283-7.pdf),
'Record-Setting Ocean Warmth Continued in 2019,' which was published in Advances in
Atmospheric Studies, found the oceans have warmed by around 0.075 degrees C above the
average of 1981-2010.
That level of warming, the paper found, is equal to 228,000,000,000,000,000,000,000
(228 Sextillion) Joules of heat. Study lead author Lijing Cheng, associate professor with the
International Center for Climate and Environmental Sciences at the Institute of Atmospheric
Physics of the Chinese Academy of Sciences analogized the level of heating to something more
manageable for the human mind.
'The amount of heat we have put in the world's oceans in the past 25 years equals to
3.6 billion Hiroshima atom-bomb explosions,' said Cheng. 'This measured ocean warming is
irrefutable and is further proof of global warming. There are no reasonable alternatives aside
from the human emissions of heat trapping gases to explain this heating."
The warming is speeding up, the scientists found.
'We are now at five to six Hiroshima bombs of heat each second," study co-author John
Abraham, a professor of mechanical engineering at the University of St. Thomas, told CNN.
Abraham said in a statement Monday announcing the study's publication that the public
needs to be aware 'how fast things are changing.'
'The key to answering this question is in the oceans—that's where the vast majority of heat
ends up,' said Abraham. 'If you want to understand global warming, you have to measure
ocean warming.'
The ocean warms slowly, said Cheng, but due to its vast size has dire consequences.
'The price we pay is the reduction of ocean-dissolved oxygen, the harmed marine lives,
strengthening storms and reduced fisheries and ocean-related economies,' Cheng said.
'However, the more we reduce greenhouse gasses, the less the ocean will warm.'
Our work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-Share Alike 3.0 License."
Jessica Corbett, "'Scale of This Failure Has No Precedent': Scientists Say Hot Ocean 'Blob'
Killed One Million Seabirds: The lead author called the mass die-off 'a red-flag warning about the
tremendous impact sustained ocean warming can have on the marine ecosystem,'" Common
Dreams, January 16, 2020, reported, https://www.commondreams.org/news/2020/01/16/scale90

failure-has-no-precedent-scientists-say-hot-ocean-blob-killed-one-million?cdorigin=rss&utm_term=AO&utm_campaign=Daily%20Newsletter&utm_content=email&utm_so
urce=Daily%20Newsletter&utm_medium=Email, "On the heels of new research showing that
the world's oceans are rapidly warming, scientists revealed Wednesday that a huge patch of
hot water in the northeast Pacific Ocean dubbed 'the blob' was to blame for killing about
one million seabirds.
The peer-reviewed study, published in the journal PLOS ONE, was conducted by a team
of researchers at federal and state agencies, conservation groups, and universities. They tied the
mass die-off to 'the blob,' a marine heatwave that began forming in 2013 and grew more intense in
2015 because of the weather phenomenon known as El Niño.
'About 62,000 dead or dying common murres (Uria aalge), the trophically dominant fisheating seabird of the North Pacific, washed ashore between summer 2015 and spring 2016 on
beaches from California to Alaska,' the study says. 'Most birds were severely emaciated and, so
far, no evidence for anything other than starvation was found to explain this mass mortality. Threequarters of murres were found in the Gulf of Alaska and the remainder along the West Coast.'
Given that previous studies have shown 'that only a fraction of birds that die at sea typically
wash ashore,' the researchers put the death toll closer to a million.
'The magnitude and scale of this failure has no precedent,' lead author John Piatt, a
research biologist at the U.S. Geological Survey's Alaska Science Center and an affiliate professor
at the University of Washington, said in a statement. 'It was astonishing and alarming, and a redflag warning about the tremendous impact sustained ocean warming can have on the marine
ecosystem.'
Piatt and study co-author and University of Washington professor Julia Parrish explained
that the team believes the blob—which spanned hundreds of miles—limited food supply in the
region, leading the birds to starve.
Think of it as a run on the grocery stores at the same time that the delivery trucks to the
stores stopped coming so often,' Parrish said. 'We believe that the smoking gun for common
murres—beyond the marine heatwave itself—was an ecosystem squeeze: fewer forage fish
and smaller prey in general, at the same time that competition from big fish predators like
walleye, pollock, and Pacific cod greatly increased.'
Piatt added that 'food demands of large commercial groundfish like cod, pollock,
halibut, and hake were predicted to increase dramatically with the level of warming observed
with the blob, and since they eat many of the same prey as murres, this competition likely
compounded the food supply problem for murres, leading to mass mortality events from
starvation.'
According to CNN, which reported on the study Thursday:
The blob devastated the murres' population. With insufficient food, breeding colonies
across the entire region had reproductive difficulties for years afterward, the study said. Not only
did the population decline dramatically, but the murres couldn't replenish those numbers.
During the 2015 breeding season, three colonies didn't produce a single chick. That number
went up to 12 colonies in the 2016 season—and in reality it could be even higher, since researchers
only monitor a quarter of all colonies.
Thomas Frölicher, a climate scientist at the University of Bern in Switzerland who was not
involved in the new study, discussed the blob's connection to the human-caused planetary
emergency with InsideClimate News.
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"It was the biggest marine heatwave so far on record," said Frölicher, who noted that such events
have doubled in frequency over the past few decades. "Usually, we are used to heatwaves over
land. They are much smaller in size, and they do not last as long. In the ocean, this heatwave lasted
two or three years.'
Frölicher warned that 'if we follow a high-greenhouse-gas-emissions scenario, these
heatwaves will become 50 times more frequent than preindustrial times' by 2100. He said that
even if the international community achieves a low-emissions scenario in line with the Paris
climate agreement, marine heatwaves would still be 20 times more frequent.
'What that means is that in some regions, they will become permanent heatwaves," he
added. "This gives us some insight into the future.'
The study—which its authors expect to inform research on other mortality events related
to marine heatwaves—was published just weeks after University of Washington scientists found
what some have called "the blob 2.0" forming in the Pacific. That discovery came as 'quite a
surprise' to those researchers.
University climatologist Nick Bond told local media that 'the original blob was so unusual,
and stood above the usually kind of variations in the climate and ocean temperatures, that we
thought 'wow, this is going to be something we won't see for quite a while.'
Our work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-Share Alike 3.0 License."
Julia Conley, "'Really, Really Bad': Scientists Raise Alarm Over Warm Ocean Water
Beneath 'Doomsday Glacier' in Antarctica: 'Warm waters in this part of the world, as remote as
they may seem, should serve as a warning to all of us about the potential dire changes to the planet
brought about by climate change,'" https://www.commondreams.org/news/2020/01/31/reallyreally-bad-scientists-raise-alarm-over-warm-ocean-water-beneath-doomsday?cdorigin=rss&utm_term=AO&utm_campaign=Daily%20Newsletter&utm_content=email&utm_so
urce=Daily%20Newsletter&utm_medium=Email, reported, "A study by British and American
scientists revealed that a massive sheet of ice known as the 'doomsday glacier' is melting
faster than experts previously believed—edging the world closer to a possible sea level rise
of more than 10 feet.
Researchers at New York University and the British Antarctic Survey drilled through
nearly 2,000 feet of ice in the Thwaites glacier in West Antarctica, to measure temperatures at the
75-mile wide ice sheet's "grounding line," where the ice meets the ocean.
The water just beneath the ice was found to be 32º Fahrenheit—more than 2º above
freezing temperature in the Antarctic region.
The findings have 'huge implications for global sea level rise,' NYU scientist David
Holland said in a statement.
350.org co-founder and author Bill McKibben was among the climate action campaigners
who expressed alarm over the new study.
'Oh, damn,' McKibben wrote on social media.
The researchers expressed concern that the water beneath the glacier could be even
warmer in other areas.
Scientists refer to Thwaites as the 'doomsday glacier' due to the dire implications its
rapid melting could have for the planet. Though a 10-foot sea level rise would likely take
years, the melting of the glacier could eventually mean the U.S. would lose 28,800 square
miles of coastal land—pushing 12.3 million people currently living in those areas out of their
homes.
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'Warm waters in this part of the world, as remote as they may seem, should serve as
a warning to all of us about the potential dire changes to the planet brought about by climate
change,' Holland said.
The Thwaites glacier has lost 600 billion tons of ice over the past several decades,
accelerating to as many as 50 billion tons per year in recent years.
'There is very warm water there, and clearly, it could not have been there forever, or the
glacier could not be there,' Holland told the Washington Post of the recent findings, suggesting the
water has gotten warmer recently.
Scientists are especially concerned about the Thwaites because its configuration is an
example of 'marine ice sheet instability.'
As Chris Mooney wrote at the Post:
'Thwaites gets deeper and thicker from its oceanfront region back into its interior in the
heart of West Antarctica. This is known to be an unstable configuration for a glacier, because as
the ocean continues to eat away at its base, the glacier becomes thicker, so more ice is exposed to
the ocean. In turn, that ice flows outward faster.'
BBC released a short video detailing the scientists' journey to the Thwaites glacier and their
findings.
'The ice rises almost a mile from the sea bed and it's collapsing into the sea at two miles a
year,' the narration explains. 'If Thwaites melts, it will increase sea levels worldwide by half a
meter. But it sits in the middle of the Antarctic ice sheet and there's three meters more of sea level
rise locked up in there.'
'That is really, really bad," Holland told the Post of the most recent discovery. "That's not
a sustainable situation for that glacier.'
Our work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-Share Alike 3.0 License."
Andrew Freedman, "The signal of human-caused climate change has emerged in everyday
weather,
study
finds,"
The
Washington
Post,
January
2,
2020,
https://www.washingtonpost.com/weather/2020/01/02/signal-human-caused-climate-change-hasemerged-every-day-weather-studyfinds/?utm_campaign=post_most&utm_medium=Email&utm_source=Newsletter&wpisrc=nl_m
ost&wpmm=1, "For the first time, scientists have detected the 'fingerprint' of human-induced
climate change on daily weather patterns at the global scale. If verified by subsequent work,
the
findings, published
Thursday
in
Nature
Climate
Change:
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41558-019-06667.epdf?referrer_access_token=VEIpWrZ4qRI93kdF3XgItRgN0jAjWel9jnR3ZoTv0OdMx1oJ3ZWa7BKzSg7sgojUioYF6Gkc4PPaZxPJPOiOz0cRS5zgPxbXYj6zr3XEeXVTTpuF5B5TOw46Uuqpm7HObCA6XJj
mimdlxuH6lMPCc4Nz5ykkfJQIR3brzN196_B3xSdMWOxe_CJiizLhxnrjQntPu_8u9UyFFIoJlsQ720gBnP1viE7pSeYDl0E6OXMmga6ufOGyFYNo4Jv6LVe6JiDdPdvlw5Rwo20OFu8DJP_nuzajhgm7QtQ9hBB7
ob8aaKn8zga6iQ4gSqmMf3t2FvPF-q5T7AnEMvudhvqp4PGb1QwbZ8d16aEQsTk6tDQA0MsjRX5bIqRSpBM0N914PLUeb8dm4EZB3q_TBr4zv4iM2btUR3cumpZxmz_uYw_6cWs
EUOoJtUnf9P5KRa4Hwv0Qz_vN2aqWG_rCA%3D%3D&tracking_referrer=www.washington
post.com, would upend the long-established narrative that daily weather is distinct from long-term
climate change.
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The study’s results also imply that research aimed at assessing the human role in
contributing to extreme weather events such as heat waves and floods may be
underestimating the contribution."
Henry Fountain, "Billions Could Live in Extreme Heat Zones Within Decades, Study
Finds," The New York Times, May 4, 2020, https://www.nytimes.com/2020/05/04/climate/heattemperatures-climate-change.html?searchResultPosition=1, reported, "As the climate continues to
warm over the next half-century, up to one-third of the world’s population is likely to live in
areas that are considered unsuitably hot for humans, scientists said Monday.
Currently fewer than 25 million people live in the world’s hottest areas, which are mostly
in the Sahara region in Africa with mean annual temperatures above about 84 degrees Fahrenheit,
or 29 Celsius. But the researchers said that by 2070 such extreme heat could encompass a much
larger part of Africa, as well as parts of India, the Middle East, South America, Southeast
Asia and Australia.
With the global population projected to rise to about 10 billion by 2070, that means
as many as 3.5 billion people could inhabit those areas. Some of them could migrate to cooler
areas, but that would bring economic and societal disruption with it."
The study is reported in, Chi Xu, Timothy A. Kohler, Timothy M. Lenton, Jens-Christian
Svenning, and Marten Scheffer, "Future of the human climate niche," PNAS, May 4,
2020 https://doi.org/10.1073/pnas.1910114117.
International Crisis Group (IGC), Robert Malley, President & CEO, "Climate Change Is
Shaping the Future of Conflict," Speech / Climate Change And Conflict 5 May 2020,
https://www.crisisgroup.org/global/climate-change-shaping-future-conflict, commented, "Crisis
Group’s President & CEO Robert Malley addressed the UN Security Council’s
virtual Arria session on climate and security risks on 22 April 2020. Without global action,
he said, climate change could prove to be a slow-moving version of the current COVID19pandemic.
I am honoured to be joining this Security Council Arria session on climate and security
risks. The organisers had the foresight to schedule it to coincide with the 50th anniversary of Earth
Day; they also had the fortune or misfortune to schedule it to coincide with the outbreak of
COVID-19, an apt reminder if one were required of how global challenges necessitate a global
response, and of why looming threats necessitate an urgent one. In particular, I want to thank all
of today’s co-hosts for calling attention to the growing peace and security implications of climate
change.
I join you on behalf of the International Crisis Group’s team of conflict analysts around the
world. Crisis Group is an independent organisation with a mission to save lives by preventing,
mitigating and resolving deadly conflict. We do so through field-based research, impartial analysis
and pragmatic advocacy to shape the understanding and alter the behaviour of conflict actors and
those who influence them.
So what brings us to this climate conversation? Quite simply, the conviction that climate
change is already shaping and will continue to shape the future of conflict, and that we ignore
that relationship at our peril. In that sense, and as today’s meeting illustrates, the climate
conversation is at an inflection point. That’s not only because of the latest, alarming facts on
the ground. It’s also a reflection of who is now and should be at the table. For years, the
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change has documented trends that can instigate or
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exacerbate violence. Given the rate at which global warming is outpacing projections, the
increasing rise in sea levels, the growing scarcity of resources, and the frequency of extreme
weather events, it would be a dereliction of our duty if peace and security actors failed to join
the diplomats, scientists, activists, and others in taking this challenge seriously.
We are relative newcomers to this conversation, and so we approach these issues with
humility and have much to learn from you. But I’d like to offer a few thoughts for further
discussion.
First, we should be careful to neither understate nor overstate the nature of the relationship
between climate and deadly conflict. Let me be clear, independent of the links to deadly conflict,
climate change is an existential challenge that puts vulnerable populations at increasing risk
and requires far more robust action than we have seen so far.
But as regards the link to conflict, understanding the precise relationship matters because
only from that understanding can we derive sound policy prescriptions. By not understating the
causal link, I mean acknowledging that climate change is undeniably a conflict threat
multiplier. We are by now all familiar with the data suggesting a ten to twenty per cent increase
in the risk of armed conflict associated with every half-degree increase in local temperatures,
and that could be a conservative estimate. Researchers will of course debate the precise role of
climate-related risks in any crisis, but there's wide consensus that climate change can, for
example, increase food insecurity, water scarcity and resource competition, disrupt
livelihoods, and spur migration or what have been called environmental refugees. And these
are all key factors that, as Crisis Group has documented for over two decades, can in turn
play a key role in shaping deadly conflicts – for example, by prompting inter or intra state
clashes over resources, discrediting central states, or bolstering the appeal of non-state
armed groups and facilitating their recruitment drives.
At the same time, the relationship between climate and conflict is not linear; it is
complex and nuanced. In some situations, small variations in climate can contribute to
significant increases in violent conflict; in others, large variations in climate will not. That’s
because what matters in this instance as in so many others is how authorities deal with the
problems induced or exacerbated by climate change: how equitably and effectively they
allocate and distribute resources; how inclusive and accountable they are; whether there are
good inter-community mediation mechanisms or not. And so on.
Moreover, climate change does not necessarily trigger resource scarcity. In some
instances, it does, in others, it does not: rising temperatures and volatile rainfall mean that
many areas have fewer resources, but it also means that some may have more. Greater
resources may be a net positive in terms of peace and stability, although as Crisis Group has
also documented it can contribute to increased competition and violence if that competition
is poorly regulated by the state.
Finally, the relationship can be inverted, in that deadly conflict and political instability
can contribute to climate change – for example, through illegal logging in the Amazon.
In other words, the impact of climate change on conflict is context-specific, which is
why we believe that marrying the kind of granular, field based political analysis our
organisation undertakes with climate expertise could produce the most effective conflict
prevention outcomes.
The kinds of conflicts I refer to come in two broad categories. First are tensions within
states arising from climate-related resource scarcity; these require domestic political
responses that the UN may be able to support. Second are tensions between states over scarce
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resources – especially in the case of water – which require a diplomatic response that the UN
may be able to facilitate. Drawing on recent Crisis Group reporting, I will address an example
from each category in turn.
Across the Sahel and even as far south as Kenya, Crisis Group has analysed how climaterelated factors have exacerbated intercommunal conflicts between herders and farmers.
Peace will require states restoring their ability to peacefully regulate conflicts in those rural
areas, especially in relation to disputes over inhabitable land and other resources that are
becoming scarcer due to rising temperatures and variable rainfall.
To take one specific instance, northern Nigeria has experienced large declines in the
length of the rainy season and an increase in desert or semi-desert conditions over recent
decades. These changes have dried up many natural water sources, diminishing pastures and
farmland. In the northern states most directly impacted, they have exacerbated long-running
contests between herders and farmers sharing the same resources. They are also forcing
large numbers of herders in search of productive land to migrate south, resulting in
increasing conflicts between them and central Nigeria’s growing populations of sedentary
crop farmers. This violence has increased Nigeria’s security challenges and stretched the
military from a much-needed focus on Boko Haram.
When states fail to address these intercommunal tensions, then a variety of armed
groups – including criminals and jihadists – are able to fill that vacuum and violently exploit
the distrust of governments among marginalised rural communities. But while military
measures against such groups are necessary, an effective response cannot only be security
based: there needs to be a political component, such as the promotion of inclusive dialogues
to reduce intercommunal tensions and engage armed groups; an economic dimension,
including ways to formalise the grey economy and to reform the livestock sector; and a
climate dimension, including prioritising humanitarian assistance to those most affected by
environmental changes.
Moving on to inter-state dynamics, Crisis Group has also looked at the transboundary
water conflicts around the Nile river basin, and specifically the Grand Ethiopian Renaissance
Dam. Since 2010, Ethiopia has been building the dam on the Blue Nile River as its highest
development priority. Given the Blue Nile is the main tributary of the Nile River, Egypt fears
the dam threatens its water supply.
A tough negotiation has been made even harder as rising temperatures and falling
precipitation trends are likely to lead to increased water scarcity across the Nile Basin. Over
the last few years, technical experts from both countries and Sudan, which is also impacted, had
neared a consensus about how fast Ethiopia could fill the dam’s reservoir to minimise downstream
impacts. Those talks have since run into new obstacles, but what is most striking about this
example is not only how a resource-scarcity issue around water rights has been intensified by
climate change conditions, but also how the resulting diplomatic negotiations could strengthen
regional institutions that can address both climate change and conflict issues in the future. So while
these negotiations are far from complete, there is at least some reason to be hopeful that climateinduced urgency will prompt action.
Nile Dam Talks: Unlocking a Dangerous Stalemate
We have, of course, much more to learn about links between instability, conflict and
climate. For now, and beyond the need to devote increasing attention to the politics of climaterelated security risks, I’d propose two steps to make our collective policy response more
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effective: first, we have to shorten the timeline used to assess climate risks; second, we should
prioritise geographies where climate risks intersect with fragile politics.
Until recently, the tendency was to discuss climate change on the 10- or 15-year timelines
of the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) reports. But as you all know, the peace
and security community operates on a much shorter timeline. Our goal should be to document
closer to real time which areas are experiencing the fastest effects of climate change, when
further environmental changes could occur, and what they might look like.
Second, as I mentioned, just as climate risks vary based on different geographies, so
too do conflict risks vary based on different politics. Political decisions matter greatly when
it comes to how resources are allocated and who can access them, whether distribution is
viewed as equitable and fair or iniquitous, and those issues matter greatly when it comes to
conflict risks. So we must ask where among the set of most likely climate crises are existing
institutions and state capacity weakest, and recommend appropriate policy steps to
strengthen those institutions and the effectiveness of state responses.
In closing, I wanted to briefly comment on COVID-19, both generally and with respect
to climate specifically. The pandemic clearly presents an era-defining challenge to public
health and the global economy. Its political consequences, both short- and long-term, will
only gradually become clearer. At Crisis Group, we are paying close attention to places
where the global health challenge intersects with political conditions that could give rise to
new crises or exacerbate existing ones.
More specifically, it is worth reflecting on how COVID-19 may impact the politics of
climate change. True, there has been a recent reduction in carbon emissions, but it could
prove short-lived. Two economic factors are likely to complicate efforts: the price of oil has
dropped precipitously, which may slow investments in renewable energy, and there is the
risk of a global economic recession, which would constrain the already limited time and
resources available to policymakers on many other issues, including climate change. As a
result, the policy challenges ahead will be significant in addressing both climate change itself
and its relationship to conflict.
But there is one overriding political message we should take from COVID-19, which
is that without prompt global, collective action, climate change could prove to be the slowmoving version of the coronavirus outbreak, reshaping economic, political and security
conditions around the world.
We have no alternative but to push forward – and for that effort, I thank all of you and look
forward to hearing from you."
Laura Simpson Reeves, "Disappointment as Cop25 Fails to Deliver on Indigenous Rights,"
Cultural Survival, January 02, 2020, https://www.culturalsurvival.org/news/disappointmentcop25-fails-deliver-indigenous-rights, reported, "Despite the growing urgency of the climate
crisis, and Indigenous and climate activist voices calling for change, little was achieved at last
month’s UN Climate Change Conference in Spain. Originally to be held in Chile, the United
Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change 25th Conference of the Parties
(UNFCCC COP25) ran for the first two weeks of December 2019. The annual conference
brings together representatives from all 197 states that are parties to the UNFCCC, with a
recent focus on the implementation of the Paris Agreement, a pact to limit global
temperature rise to 2 degrees Celsius made at 2015’s COP and currently ratified by 187 of
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the states. The COPs are also attended by non-state delegates, including representatives from
Indigneous organizations and other non-governmental organizations.
'At COP25, we felt the immense power of our global social movements working
toward just climate solutions,' said Osprey Orielle Lake, Executive Director of the Women's
Earth and Climate Action Network (WECAN). 'While governments failed to take ambitious
action again this year, peoples movements rose-up, heeding the call for action by advocating
for community-led solutions, forest protections, keeping fossil fuels in the ground.'
'There [were] actions all week from Indigenous groups from the Arctic to the
Amazon, and COP25 has been an incredibly hostile location for those actions. They have not
been listening to us,' Indigenous Climate Action’s Ta’Kaiya Blaney (TIa’Amin Nation) said. 'Yet,
as Indigenous people we’re still here because we’re doing it for the children, we’re doing it for our
future generations, and the future generations of the planet.'
December 6 saw more than 500,000 people take to the streets, led by Indigenous
Peoples. 'As Indigneous youth we are on the frontlines of climate change, and we are also on the
front lines of fighting it,' Blaney said during the march. 'Indigenous rights are imperative to
climate justice.”
In an unprecedented move, activists were forcibly removed from the building on December
11 following a protest, with their access to the event reportedly revoked. 'There was an action
where Indigenous women were kicked, they were escorted outside by security, they were
prevented from reuniting with their children inside. This is the sort of criminalization that
Indigenous communities on the front lines of fossil fuel developments see every day, without
visibility, and without the witnesses that there were at that action.”
A number of civil society organizations, including the Indigenous Environment
Network, released a joint statement condemning the action. 'Hundreds of us demonstrated
inside the halls of COP25 today in Madrid — not to block progress, but to drive it forward,'
the statement said. 'Instead of listening to our voices, they attempted to silence us. We were
pushed, bullied, and touched without our consent. We were driven out of the negotiating
halls, told that we can take our action outside as they raised an enormous metal door and
herded us out. We weren’t advised to the intentions of the UN security to take our badges.
We stood out in the cold, many without our jackets and coats as we later watched
the enormous metal door lock us out in the cold.'
Negotiations went until the afternoon of December 15, two days after the meeting was
scheduled to conclude, making it the longest COP in history. However, the parties
were unable to reach a consensus, with most decisions being pushed into the latter half of
2020. While some issues may be resolved at June’s intersessional session in Bonn, most will
need to wait until the next COP meeting in Glasgow in November 2020. However, this was
deemed preferable by delegates than a deal that threatened Indigenous rights.
Negotiators were unable to agree on Article 6 at COP25, and many believe that no
deal is better than a deal that enables counterproductive carbon markets and does not
respect, protect, and fulfill Indigenous, human, gender, environmental rights. “We must say
no to false solutions and move toward real climate solutions that call for justice,
accountability, and a clean and healthy future for all' Orielle Lake stated.
While the issues around Article 6 were not resolved this year, there were two small wins
for Indigenous Peoples. Firstly, the work plan for the Local Communities and Indigenous
Peoples Platform (LCIPP) was adopted. The LCIPP was established in 2015 to facilitate the
exchange of information and experiences and enhance the engagement of Indigenous Peoples
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and local communities in the UNFCCC process. The work plan will detail how the functions
of the LCIPP will be implemented over the next two years. Secondly, a new five-year Gender
Action Plan (GAP) was adopted. According to the Women and Gender Constituency, one of
nine stakeholder groups of the UNFCCC, 'This GAP takes into account human rights,
ensuring a just transition, and the challenges Indigenous Peoples face while fighting for
climate justice and protecting their communities.'
Indigenous knowledges and practices, however, need to be front and center of future
discussions. 'We [Indigenous Peoples] are the experts on climate. We are the kaitiaki, the
stewards of nature. We know the legitimacy of our voices, and it is about time that you
recognized it too,' said New Zealand climate activist Kera Sherwood-O’Regan (Māori), during
the closing remarks she delivered on behalf of Indigenous delegates. “Stop taking up space with
your false solutions, and get out of our way.
'Indigenous delegates will continue to push for the protection of our lands and our
waters and our soils and our mountains and our rivers, on frontlines, within our
communities. COP25 is one outlet in which we can try to amplify our voices, but that work
is constant.' said Ta’Kaiya Blaney. 'We do it all because we are not defending nature, we are
nature defending itself.'”
Alexandra Carraher-Kang, "Patriarchal, Capitalist, and Colonialist Systems Lead to No
Action
at
Cop
25,"
Cultural
Survival,
December
23,
2019,
https://www.culturalsurvival.org/news/patriarchal-capitalist-and-colonialist-systems-lead-noaction-cop-25, reported, "The 25th Conference of the Parties (COP25) to the United Nations
Framework Convention to Combat Climate Change (UNFCCC) convened from December
2-15, 2019, in Madrid, Spain. Although originally meant to take place in Santiago, Chile, COP25
was moved to Madrid just one month prior to its start, after protests swept over the Chile. The last
minute move gravely limited the participation of Indigenous delegates, as Chile would have
been the first time the COP took place in the Americas in almost a decade. The year prior, in
Katowice Poland, the COP focused on creating a Paris Agreement Work Programme, and adopted
a Climate Package.
One of the most important issues on the docket was that of a global carbon market, a
topic under Article 6 of the Paris Agreement. Although a global carbon market, in which
emissions are capped and can be traded between nations, might seem like a solid pathway to
overall emission reduction, many Indigenous Peoples argue that a global carbon market
could actually make things worse. Cultural Survival spoke to Ta’Kaiya Blaney (Tla A’min
Nation), who accompanied Canadian Indigenous climate justice organization Indigenous Climate
Action (ICA) to COP25. She explains, 'Indigenous Peoples at COP25 have been pushing for
the inclusion of Indigenous human rights language in Article 6 in regards to the regulation
of carbon markets, and have been pushing for an emphasis on non-market based solutions,
because carbon markets lead to the privatization and dispossession of Indigenous lands. The
practice of extracting from Indigenous territories in one place and using Indigenous
territories elsewhere to offset those emissions, while there’s no actual development, is a
flawed solution. It furthers violence against Indigenous Peoples and delays the transition
from fossil fuels.” In the words of executive director of Indigenous Environmental Network (IEN)
Tom Goldtooth (Dińe), carbon markets 'will only deepen the climate crisis and shift the burden
of carbon trading to the Global South. Indigenous people’s territories, rights, and selfdetermination are all threatened by carbon offsets and the privatization of Mother Earth.'
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(https://nativenewsonline.net/currents/false-solutions-to-climate-change-flop-at-uns-cop25-afterindigenousuprising/?fbclid=IwAR1dWAJTUb_OZ7AA_HYTkkrT8rFcytss5dw2X7pm5jdKb90ocuiZaXeP
AJM)
In addition to the debate surrounding a global carbon market, each nation presented
their different initiatives, such as Japan’s project to decarbonize isolated islands and
Colombia’s project to reduce the vulnerability of communities living in its northern
wetlands. No resolution was found on the issue of a global carbon market, though, with most
calling COP25 a failure. There was little agreement on the key issues, with major polluters
such as the United States and Canada which, to quote ICA executive director Eriel Deranger
(Athabasca Chipewyan First Nation) 'continues to put profits over Indigenous rights while
putting the planet at risk with another carbon bomb.' Everyone left disappointed, despite
continuing negotiations two days beyond the anticipated December 13 end date. 'I am disappointed
with the results of COP25,' United Nations Secretary General, Antonio Guterres, stated. 'The
international community lost an important opportunity to show increased ambition on
mitigation, adaptation, and finance to tackle the climate crisis.'
Moreover, COP25 did little to include Indigenous voices. According to Blaney, 'actions
[took place] all week from Indigenous groups, from the Arctic to the Amazon, and COP25 has
been an incredibly hostile location for those actions. They have not been listening to us.' One
particular incident stands out, and reflects the behavior Indigenous activists have come to expect
from those they protest against: 'there was an action where Indigenous women were kicked, they
were escorted outside by security, they were prevented from reuniting with their children inside.'
Further, Blaney stated, 'this is the sort of criminalization that Indigenous communities on the
frontline of fossil fuel development see every day, without visibility.'
At the same time as COP25, Minga Indígena (https://mingaindigenacop25.org)—a
group of organizations and Indigenous communities from across the world working to find
solutions to climate change—organized an alternative summit with a theme 'Traditional
Knowledge for the Good of All Humanity: Indigenous Solutions to Climate Change.' At this
Indigenous Peoples’ Summit, leaders spoke on current climate change-related issues in their
communities, with discussions leading to the creation of a series of proposals then presented
to the COP. ICA and IEN, among other organizations, were present at COP25 Minga Indígena.
The former released this statement to the UN representatives at the conference: “The patriarchal,
capitalist and colonialist system has brought us into this climate crisis. We see many
representatives of states considering only mercantile and financial profit, without taking into
account the importance of life. For this reason, we understand that they are accomplices of all this
destruction. If oil, gas, minerals and coal are in the depths of the earth, it is because Mother Nature
left them buried there, to bring them into our environment is to contradict her wisdom.”
Indigenous communities are but one of the many marginalized groups are most
affected by climate change. Although Indigenous land rights play a crucial role in protecting
land and combatting the effects of climate change, Indigenous voices are regularly ignored
or silenced by the larger international community.
Blaney and other activists will keep fighting for the climate, though. 'As Indigenous People,
we’re still here,' she said, 'because we’re doing it for our future generations, and the future
generations of the planet. Indigenous delegates will continue to push for the protection of our lands
and our waters and our soils and our mountains and our rivers on our frontlines, in our
communities. COP25 is one outlet in which we can try to amplify our voices but that work is
100

constant. We do it all because we are not defending nature, we are nature defending itself. In my
home community, as a West Coast Indigenous person within so-called Canada, we face constant
threat of invasion from pipeline development, and I will continue to work against that. I will
continue to work for wild salmon, for our food sovereignty, for the ability of the next generation
to sustain themselves off of the land.' This fight will occur on the 'frontlines...at rallies and
marches, and outside of the walls of these gigantic gatherings of governments that aren’t
actually taking decisive and urgent action on the planet.'
Nation to nation discussion on topics such as a global carbon market or other, better
solutions will now wait until the next COP meeting in Glasgow, Scotland, in 2020. While,
policymakers remain hopeful that COP26 will prove more fruitful, Indigenous activist are
pushing for bold action now as many grow impatient as the effects of climate chaos are
painfully felt in frontline communities across the globe."
[Note from Steve Sachs: The problems with carbon trading markets are in the way they are
implemented, not with them in principle. There are cases where they have worked, but generally
their implementation - including by the UN and the EU - has either not worked adequately (e.g.
by issuing too many permits for polluting so there is insufficient or no reduction in pollution), or
have been implemented in in ways that cause considerable harm, as the above article points out
has been the experience of Indigenous people. For this reason, no matter what approaches are taken
for reducing greenhouse gas emissions, they must be implemented properly and justly, including
guaranteeing the rights of Indigenous people, indeed of all people who may be unjustly impacted
by an improperly run program].
Somini Sengupta, "Black environmentalists on climate and anti-racism," The New York
Times,
June
3,
2020,
https://messaging-customnewsletters.nytimes.com/template/oakv2?campaign_id=54&emc=edit_clim_20200603&instance
_id=19055&nl=climatefwd%3A&productCode=CLIM&regi_id=52235981&segment_id=29995&te=1&uri=nyt%3A%2
F%2Fnewsletter%2Ff3101a67-461c-49ea-921c5e7ff868166b&user_id=2984790c14170290245238c0cd4fd927, reported, "This week, with the
country convulsed by protests over the killing of a black man named George Floyd in police
custody in Minneapolis, we decided we’d talk to leading black climate activists about the
connections between racism and climate change. A clear theme emerged from those
discussions: Racial and economic inequities need to be tackled as this country seeks to
recalibrate its economic and social compass in the weeks and months to come. Racism, in
short, makes it impossible to live sustainably."
To see what three prominent environmental defenders had to say in interviews this week
about how the climate movement can be anti-racist visit: https://messaging-customnewsletters.nytimes.com/template/oakv2?campaign_id=54&emc=edit_clim_20200603&instance
_id=19055&nl=climatefwd%3A&productCode=CLIM&regi_id=52235981&segment_id=29995&te=1&uri=nyt%3A%2
F%2Fnewsletter%2Ff3101a67-461c-49ea-921c5e7ff868166b&user_id=2984790c14170290245238c0cd4fd927.
Henry Fountain, "2019 Was Second Hottest Year on Record," The New York Times,
January 8, 2020, https://www.nytimes.com/2020/01/08/climate/2019-temperatures.html, reported,
"The evidence mounted all year. Temperature records were broken in France, Germany and
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elsewhere; the Greenland ice sheet experienced exceptional melting; and, as 2019 came to a
close, broiling temperatures contributed to devastating wildfires that continue in Australia.
Now European scientists have confirmed what had been suspected: 2019 was a very
hot year, with global average temperatures the second highest on record. Only 2016 was
hotter, and not by much — less than one-tenth of a degree Fahrenheit.
The finding, by the Copernicus Climate Change Service, an intergovernmental agency
supported by the European Union, continues an unrelenting upward trend in temperatures as
emissions of greenhouse gases trap heat in the atmosphere and change the climate."
Hiroko Tabuchi, "Oil and Gas May Be a Far Bigger Climate Threat Than We Knew," The
New York Times, February 19, 2020, https://www.nytimes.com/2020/02/19/climate/methaneflaring-oil-emissions.html, reported, "Oil and gas production may be responsible for a far
larger share of the soaring levels of methane, a powerful greenhouse gas, in the earth’s
atmosphere than previously thought, new research has found.
The findings, published in the journal Nature, add urgency to efforts to rein in methane
emissions from the fossil fuel industry, which routinely leaks or intentionally releases the gas
into air.
'We’ve identified a gigantic discrepancy that shows the industry needs to, at the very least,
improve their monitoring,' said Benjamin Hmiel, a researcher at the University of Rochester and
the study’s lead author. 'If these emissions are truly coming from oil, gas extraction, production
use, the industry isn’t even reporting or seeing that right now.'”
"They found that methane emissions from natural phenomena were far smaller than
estimates used to calculate global emissions. That means fossil-fuel emissions from human
activity — namely the production and burning of fossil fuels — were underestimated by 25
to 40 percent, the researchers said."
Reflecting on how COVID-19 is the tip of the iceberg in contemporary societies increasing
unbalancing of Nature, which we need to correct, Dr. Gleb Raygorodetsky, "Reimagining The PostPandemic “Normal”: Learning from Indigenous Peoples about Reconciling Culture and Nature,"
Cultural Survival, May 16, 2020, https://www.culturalsurvival.org/news/reimagining-postpandemic-normal-learning-indigenous-peoples-about-reconciling-culture-and, begins his extensive
essay, "The devastating impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic around the world have
brought into sharp focus the role of unsustainable global financial and economic systems in the
emergence and proliferation of zoonotic diseases. The unbridled plunder of Nature in the name
of economic growth at any cost—from deforestation, to habitat degradation and fragmentation,
to climate change, to species extinction—push more and more people into direct contact and
conflict with the animals that carry dangerous pathogens. However devastating, the global
COVID-19 pandemic is just the tip of the iceberg of converging global crises—biodiversity loss,
droughts, mega-fires, floods, rising temperatures, pollution, ocean acidification—in a world
where we value economy over ecology, where greed supplants care, where 'rights' blind us to
responsibilities, where we worship a golden idol over Mother Earth."
Somini Sengupta, "Economic Giants Are Restarting. Here’s What It Means for Climate
Change: Want to know whether the world can avert catastrophe? Watch the recovery plans coming
out now in Europe, China and the United States," The New York Times, May 29, 2020,
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https://www.nytimes.com/2020/05/29/climate/coronavirus-economic-stimulus-climate.html,
reported, "As countries begin rolling out plans to restart their economies after the brutal
shock inflicted by the coronavirus pandemic, the three biggest producers of planet-warming
gases — the European Union, the United States and China — are writing scripts that push
humanity in very different directions.
Europe this week laid out a vision of a green future, with a proposed recovery package
worth more than $800 billion that would transition away from fossil fuels and put people to
work making old buildings energy-efficient.
In the United States, the White House is steadily slashing environmental
protections and Republicans are using the Green New Deal as a political cudgel against their
opponents.
China has given a green light to build new coal plants but it also declined to set specific
economic growth targets for this year, a move that came as a relief to environmentalists
because it reduces the pressure to turn up the country’s industrial machine quickly."
Andrea Germanos, "Human Footprint Threatening Nearly 50 Billion Years of Evolutionary
History: Study: 'Our findings indicate that the magnitude of our impact as a species on the natural
world is incomprehensibly large, and appears to be overwhelmingly impacting the most
irreplaceable areas and species on the planet,'" Common Dreams, May 26, 2020,
https://www.commondreams.org/news/2020/05/26/human-footprint-threatening-nearly-50billion-years-evolutionary-history-study?cdorigin=rss&utm_term=AO&utm_campaign=Daily%20Newsletter&utm_content=email&utm_so
urce=Daily%20Newsletter&utm_medium=Email, reported, "Human activities threaten to saw
off branches of the 'tree of life'—putting irreplaceable species at risk of extinction.
So finds a study published Tuesday in the journal Nature Communications which
highlights the need for urgent conservation actions.
Barring such action, the researchers wrote, 'close to 50 billion years' of evolutionary
history worldwide is at risk.
Scientists from Imperial College London and the Zoological Society of London (ZSL)
began their research by first analyzing the world's reptiles and then terrestrial vertebrates like
amphibians, birds, and mammals, looking at how areas with a high human footprint—including
factors like deforestation and population density—coincide with areas containing species with
unique evolutionary history, or branches on the tree of life.
The scientists found a troubling overlap, with areas in the Caribbean, the Western Ghats of
India, and large parts of Southeast Asia singled out as experiencing both extreme human pressures
and unique biodiversity.
A statement from ZSL further explains:
'The greatest losses of evolutionary history will be driven by the extinction of entire
groups of closely-related species that share long branches of the tree of life, such as pangolins
and tapirs, and also by the loss of highly evolutionarily distinct species that sit alone at the ends of
extremely long branches, such as the ancient Chinese crocodile lizard (Shinisaurus crocodilurus),
the Shoebill (Balaeniceps rex), a gigantic bird that stalks the wetlands of Africa, and the Aye-aye
(Daubentonia madagascariensis), a nocturnal lemur with large yellow eyes and long spindly
fingers.'
At risk with the possible extinctions is not just the intrinsic value of the threatened
species in and of themselves but their roles in the greater web of life. From BBC News:
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'Many [of the at-risk animals] carry out vital functions in the habitats in which they
live. For example, tapirs in the Amazon disperse seeds in their droppings that can help regenerate
the rainforest. And pangolins, which are specialist eaters of ants and insects, play an essential role
in balancing the food web.'
Lead author Rikki Gumbs of ZSL's EDGE of Existence program and the Science and
Solutions for a Changing Planet Doctoral Training Partnership at Imperial College London put the
findings in stark terms.
'Our analyses reveal the incomprehensible scale of the losses we face if we don't work
harder to save global biodiversity,' said Gumbs. 'To put some of the numbers into perspective,
reptiles alone stand to lose at least 13 billion years of unique evolutionary history, roughly the
same number of years as have passed since the beginning of the entire universe.'
Among species the study identified as in need of urgent conservation efforts—because
of their evolutionary uniqueness and being endemic to regions under intense human
pressure—include the Mary River turtle (Elusor macrurus), the Purple frog (Nasikabatrachus
sahyadrensis), and the Numbat (Myrmecobius fasciatus).
'Our findings highlight the importance of acting urgently to conserve these
extraordinary species and the remaining habitat that they occupy—in the face of intense
human pressures,' said co-author James Rosindell of Imperial College London.
In blog post for ZSL's EDGE of Existence program, Gumbs highlighted the scope of the
problem.
'We are still learning the true extent to which human activities are encroaching on
our natural habitats and threatening our most unique and important biodiversity. Our
findings indicate that the magnitude of our impact as a species on the natural world is
incomprehensibly large, and appears to be overwhelmingly impacting the most irreplaceable
areas and species on the planet,' he wrote.
Despite the grim picture, it's still possible to avert more serious losses, Gumbs added,
noting that 'evidence suggests that even small increases in the global protected area network
can lead to huge gains in conservation impact.'
'If we can work together to reduce our impacts on the natural world and conserve our
natural habitats and species,' he wrote, 'we have the opportunity to avert the loss of an incredible
amount of irreplaceable biodiversity.'
Our work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-Share Alike 3.0 License."
Abrahm Lustgarten, ProPublica, "How climate change Is contributing to skyrocketing rates
of
infectious
disease,"
New
Mexico
Political
Report,
May
9,
2020,
https://nmpoliticalreport.com/2020/05/09/how-climate-change-is-contributing-to-skyrocketingrates-of-infectious-disease/?mc_cid=3c7ebec0e4&mc_eid=cde7993ced, Reported, "Over the
past few decades, the number of emerging infectious diseases that spread to people —
especially coronaviruses and other respiratory illnesses believed to have come from bats and
birds — has skyrocketed. A new emerging disease surfaces five times a year. One study
estimates that more than 3,200 strains of coronaviruses already exist among bats, awaiting
an opportunity to jump to people."
"Today, climate warming is demolishing those [- the planet’s natural -] defense
systems, driving a catastrophic loss in biodiversity that, when coupled with reckless
deforestation and aggressive conversion of wildland for economic development, pushes
farms and people closer to the wild and opens the gates for the spread of disease."
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Jessica Corbett, "'Because Insects Are Key to Our Own Survival,' 73 Scientists Unveil
Global Roadmap to Battle Bugpocalypse: The immediate 'no-regret' measures they propose
include aggressively curbing planet-heating emissions and the use of synthetic pesticides,"
Common Dreams, January 06, 2020, https://www.commondreams.org/news/2020/01/06/becauseinsects-are-key-our-own-survival-73-scientists-unveil-global-roadmap-battle?cdorigin=rss&utm_term=AO&utm_campaign=Weekly%20Newsletter&utm_content=email&utm_
source=Weekly%20Newsletter&utm_medium=Email, reported, "Highlighting the 'strong
scientific consensus that the decline of insects, other arthropods, and biodiversity as a whole,
is a very real and serious threat that society must urgently address,' 73 international
scientists on Monday published a roadmap to battle the world's 'bugpocalypse.'
The roadmap, published in the journal Nature Ecology and Evolution, explains that
a mounting body of research shows 'a suite of anthropogenic stressors—habitat loss and
fragmentation, pollution, invasive species, climate change, and overharvesting—are
seriously reducing insect and other invertebrate abundance, diversity, and biomass.'
The scientists note that in September 2019 the German government announced a
€100 million ($111.9 million USD) 'action plan for insect protection' that includes
safeguarding key habitats, restricting pesticides, reducing light pollution, and investing in
research.
'This funding should act as a clarion call to other nations across the world—especially
wealthier ones—to follow suit,' the letter says of the German initiative, calling for 'the immediate
implementation of several 'no-regret' measures' on a global scale.
Among the immediate steps that the scientists propose to protect bugs worldwide are:
Aggressively curbing planet-heating emissions;
Cutting back on the use of synthetic pesticides and fertilizers;
Limiting light, water, and noise pollution;
Preventing the introduction of invasive and alien species;
Pursuing conservation efforts for vulnerable, threatened, and endangered species;
and Funding programs targeted at the public, farmers, land managers, policymakers,
and conservation workers.
The roadmap for insect conservation and recovery also features mid-term and long-term
actions as well as a call for large-scale assessments to monitor the status of insects groups.
Those proposals include establishing an international body, perhaps under the United
Nations Environment Program (UNEP) or the International Union for Conservation of Nature
(IUCN), 'that is accountable for documenting and monitoring the effects of proposed
solutions on insect biodiversity in the longer term.'
'As scientists, we want to gather all available knowledge and put it to action together with
land managers, policymakers, and everyone else involved,' said Jeff Harvey, a professor at the
Netherlands Institute of Ecology and Vrije Universiteit Amsterdam who initiated the letter.
'Most importantly,' Harvey added, 'we hope that end-users and land managers now can use
this roadmap in, for instance, farming, habitat management, and urban development as a template
for true insect recovery.'
The roadmap's co-authors are experts at academic institutions and advocacy organizations
around the world—Australia, Austria, China, Colombia, Finland, Germany, Indonesia, Mexico,
the Netherlands, New Zealand, Panama, Papua New Guinea, Portugal, Serbia, South Africa,
Sweden, Thailand, Turkey, the United States, the United Kingdom, and Vietnam.
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Among them is British biologist and author Dave Goulson. As Common Dreams
reported in November 2019, Goulson produced a report detailing the human-caused insect
'apocalypse' and the 'profound consequences for all life on Earth"' if humanity fails to pursue bold
enough action to address the declines.
Co-author Tara Cornelisse, an entomologist at the U.S.-based Center for Biological
Diversity (CBD), pointed out in a statement Monday that under President Donald Trump, the U.S.
government has taken steps that studies show are driving insect declines.
"The United States needs to step up and help save insects by protecting habitat and reducing
pesticide use," said Cornelisse. 'Instead the Trump administration has dangerously weakened
regulation of pesticides like the neonicotinoid sulfoxaflor and highly toxic pyrethroids.'
'We're calling for action because insects are key to our own survival, and we ignore their
decline at our peril,' she added. 'Study after study confirms that human activities have decimated
insects, from butterflies to bees to beetles. We can save these crucial species, but the world has to
get moving.'
Cornell professor John Losey, another co-author and chair of IUCN's Ladybird Specialist
Group, explained that 'we depend on insect predators like ladybugs to protect our crops from
pests while birds, bats, and fish depend on insects as food.'
'We can't survive without all these different insects, and they are all going through
alarming losses in both numbers and diversity,' Losey warned. "Ignoring this issue places all
our food security at risk.'
See the infographic included in the scientists' letter below:
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Our work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-Share Alike 3.0 License."
Jessica Corbett, "'Extinction Is a Political Choice,' Scientist Says After Study Warns of
Threat to Civilization From Humans Destroying Wildlife: 'This new study shows yet again that
the very survival of humanity is at stake if we don't end the heartbreaking wildlife extinction
crisis,'"
Common
Dreams,
June
2,
2020,
https://www.commondreams.org/news/2020/06/02/extinction-political-choice-scientist-saysafter-study-warns-threat-civilization?cdorigin=rss&utm_term=AO&utm_campaign=Daily%20Newsletter&utm_content=email&utm_so
urce=Daily%20Newsletter&utm_medium=Email, reported, "After years of warnings from
scientists that the world is witnessing Earth's sixth mass extinction, a new study concludes
that the current crisis is not only 'human caused and accelerating' but also 'may be the most
serious environmental threat to the persistence of civilization, because it is irreversible.'
The study, published Monday in the journal Proceedings of the National Academy of
Sciences, says that at least 543 land vertebrate species have disappeared since 1900 and
around the same number could be lost within just the next few decades due to destructive
human pressures such as climate change, habitat destruction, pollution, population growth,
and wildlife trade, particularly in tropical and subtropical regions.
Lead author Gerardo Ceballos González, a professor of ecology at the National
Autonomous University of Mexico, told CNN that approximately 173 species went extinct
between 2001 and 2014, which 'is 25 times more extinct species than you would expect under
the normal, background, extinction rate.'
Compared with previous mass extinctions the Earth has experienced due to catastrophic
events including volcanic eruptions or collision with an asteroid, the one that is happening now
'is entirely our fault,' Ceballos González added.
Extinction has dire consequences not only for the species that are wiped out but also
for humanity, including an increased risk of health threats like Covid-19, which
has killed over 376,000 people worldwide and infected more than 6.3 million, coauthor and
Stanford biologist Paul Ehrlich explained in a statement Monday.
'When humanity exterminates populations and species of other creatures, it is sawing
off the limb on which it is sitting, destroying working parts of our own life-support system,'
said Ehrlich. 'The conservation of endangered species should be elevated to a national and
global emergency for governments and institutions, equal to climate disruption to which it is
linked.'
Ceballos González and coauthor Peter Raven, president emeritus of the Missouri Botanical
Garden, echoed Ehrlich's call for urgent action.
'What we do to deal with the current extinction crisis in the next two decades will define
the fate of millions of species,' warned Ceballos González. 'We are facing our final opportunity
to ensure that the many services nature provides us do not get irretrievably sabotaged.'
Raven said that 'it's up to us to decide what kind of a world we want to leave to coming
generations—a sustainable one, or a desolate one in which the civilization we have built
disintegrates rather than builds on past successes.'
The trio found that 515 amphibians, birds, mammals, and reptiles are on the brink of
extinction, or have fewer than 1,000 individuals left; about half are down to fewer than 250.
They also found that 84% of land vertebrate species with populations under 5,000 live in the
same areas as those on the brink of extinction.
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Given that 'extinction breeds extinctions' and the consequences of such losses, the study
recommends that the International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN) 'immediately'
classify all species with populations under 5,000 as critically endangered.
'It is... a scientific and moral imperative for scientists to take whatever actions they can to
stop extinction,' according to the study. In a statement Monday, the Center for Biological Diversity
(CBD) noted that such comments are unusual for a scientific journal.
'This new study shows yet again that the very survival of humanity is at stake if we
don't end the heartbreaking wildlife extinction crisis,' said CBD senior scientist Tierra Curry.
'We're no longer looking at the loss of obscure species that most people aren't interested in. We're
looking at biological annihilation if we don't act to save life on Earth.'
'Extinction is a political choice,' Curry added. 'We've reached a crossroads where our own
future is at stake if we don't move away from fossil fuels and end wildlife exploitation, and at the
same time, necessarily, address poverty and injustice. Meanwhile the tone-deaf Trump
administration has gutted nearly 100 environmental regulations, including the Endangered Species
Act.'
In January, CBD released Saving Life on Earth: A Plan to Halt the Global Extinction
Crisis(pdf), which urges the United States to become a global leader in the fight to protect
wildlife with a national emergency declaration, a $100 billion investment, and a campaign to
protect 50% of U.S. land by 2050. The proposal also calls for restoring the full power of the
Endangered Species Act, cracking down on pollution, and tackling invasive species.
'The response to the coronavirus outbreak has shown us that rapid change is
possible,' said Curry, 'and that funding is available to address the extinction crisis.'
Our work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-Share Alike 3.0 License."
Julia Conley, "Without 'Transformative Change' to Global Economic Systems, Humans
Risk Causing More Deadly Pandemics: 'There is a single species that is responsible for the
COVID-19 pandemic—us... We have a small window of opportunity, in overcoming the
challenges of the current crisis, to avoid sowing the seeds of future ones," Common Dreams, April
27, 2020, https://www.commondreams.org/news/2020/04/27/without-transformative-changeglobal-economic-systems-humans-risk-causing-more?cdorigin=rss&utm_term=AO&utm_campaign=Daily%20Newsletter&utm_content=email&utm_so
urce=Daily%20Newsletter&utm_medium=email, reported, "Human activity led to the
conditions which allowed the new coronavirus to spread from wildlife to people, a group of
biodiversity experts wrote Monday, and humans alone can change the world's economic
system to prevent even deadlier pandemics from causing further destruction.
Writing for the Intergovernmental Science-Policy Platform on Biodiversity and Ecosystem
Services (IPBES), Professors Josef Settele, Sandra Díaz, and Eduardo Brondizio joined with Dr.
Peter Daszak to warn that economic and financial systems which 'prize economic growth at
any cost' have led to a world in which 70% of emerging human diseases have come from wild
and domesticated animals.
The article comes a month after the U.N. Environmental Program issued a similar
warning, calling the coronavirus 'a clear warning shot' from the natural world.
Humans' drive to use all available land for the production of goods has led to rampant
deforestation, the expansion of agriculture, mining, and fossil fuel extraction, the authors
explain—all of which harm the habitats of animals around the world and drive humans
closer together with other species.
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'There is a single species that is responsible for the COVID-19 pandemic—us,' write
the authors, who have previously published planetary status reports from IPBES. "As with the
climate and biodiversity crises, recent pandemics are a direct consequence of human activity—
particularly our global financial and economic systems, based on a limited paradigm that prizes
economic growth at any cost. We have a small window of opportunity, in overcoming the
challenges of the current crisis, to avoid sowing the seeds of future ones."
Humans have taken over about 85% of the world's wetlands and more than one-third of all
land for their own uses, the authors write. In addition, 'the exploitation of wild species [has]
created a 'perfect storm' for the spillover of diseases from wildlife to people.'
The coronavirus, which causes the disease COVID-19, is believed to have spread from
animals to humans after originating in bats.
Scientists have linked other coronavirus outbreaks, such as the SARS epidemic of
2003, to live animal markets, but theories that COVID-19 "jumped" from an animal to humans
at a market in Wuhan are inconclusive, according to University of Iowa immunologist Stanley
Perlman.
Still, the authors say in their report that 'as many as 1.7 million unidentified viruses of
the type known to infect people are believed to still exist in mammals and water birds,'
leading to likely future pandemics among the human population unless humans drastically
change existing systems which rely on encroaching on wildlife habitats.
'Future pandemics are likely to happen more frequently, spread more rapidly, have
greater economic impact, and kill more people if we are not extremely careful about the
possible impacts of the choices we make today,' write the authors.
The experts offer three key solutions that 'should be central to the multi-trilliondollar recovery and economic stimulus plans already being implemented"' by policy makers:
Strengthening and enforcing environmental regulations and including incentives for
sustainability within relief packages for businesses.
'It may be politically expedient at this time to relax environmental standards and to
prop up industries such as intensive agriculture, long-distance transportation such as the
airlines, and fossil-fuel-dependent energy sectors, but doing so without requiring urgent and
fundamental change, essentially subsidizes the emergence of future pandemics,' the authors
explain.
Adopting a 'One Health' approach to policy making.
Humans must recognize the "complex interconnections among the health of people,
animals, plants and our shared environment,' the scientists write, recommending that before
allowing deforestation to move forward to further the profits of an agricultural and mining
company, policy makers must consider the long-term effects the practice could have on
human and animal health.
'The health of people is intimately connected to the health of wildlife, the health of
livestock and the health of the environment. It's actually one health,' Daszak told The
Guardian.
Properly funding and resourcing healthcare systems around the world.
The scientists add that policy makers must build capacity in emerging disease hotspots to
help stop a disease outbreak in its tracks.
'This is not simple altruism—it is vital investment in the interests of all to prevent
future global outbreaks,' they write.
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On social media, environmental researcher Lewis Winks added that economic justice for
people in developing countries who have come to rely on wealthy companies' and governments'
exploitative practices must also be considered as scientists push for policies to halt the destruction
of biodiversity.
The "transformative change" needed to protect biodiversity requires "system-wide reorganization
across technological, economic and social factors, including paradigms, goals and values,
promoting social and environmental responsibilities across all sectors," the report's authors write.
'We can build back better and emerge from the current crisis stronger and more resilient
than ever," the report reads, "but to do so means choosing policies and actions that protect nature—
so that nature can help to protect us.'
Our work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-Share Alike 3.0 License."
Jake Johnson, "Landmark Win in 'Fight for Habitable Future' as Jury Refuses to Convict
Climate Activists Who Presented Necessity Defense: 'When citizens are told the truth about the
climate crisis—which is the first of Extinction Rebellion's demands—they take appropriate and
responsible action, as our jury did, and we thank them,'" Common Dreams, February 28, 2020,
https://www.commondreams.org/news/2020/02/28/landmark-win-fight-habitable-future-juryrefuses-convict-climate-activists-who?cdorigin=rss&utm_term=AO&utm_campaign=Daily%20Newsletter&utm_content=email&utm_so
urce=Daily%20Newsletter&utm_medium=email, Reported, "Environmentalists celebrated a
landmark victory in the 'fight for a habitable future" after a Portland, Oregon jury on
Thursday refused to convict five Extinction Rebellion activists—including valve turner Ken
Ward—who presented the climate necessity defense at their trial for blockading a train track
used by Zenith Energy to transport crude oil."
Alan Buis, "Study Confirms Climate Models are Getting Future Warming Projections
Right,"
NASA's
Jet
Propulsion
Laboratory,
January
9,
2020,
https://climate.nasa.gov/news/2943/study-confirms-climate-models-are-getting-future-warmingprojections-right/, reported, "An animation of a GISS (Goddard Institute for Space Studies) climate
model simulation made for the United Nations' Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change
Fourth Assessment Report, showing five-year averaged surface air temperature anomalies in
degrees Celsius from 1880 to 2100. The temperature anomaly is a measure of how much warmer
or colder it is at a particular place and time than the long-term mean temperature, defined as the
average temperature over the 30-year base period from 1951 to 1980. Blue areas represent cool
areas and yellow and red areas represent warmer areas. The number in the upper right corner
represents the global mean anomaly. Credit: NASA’s Goddard Institute for Space Studies
There’s an old saying that “the proof is in the pudding,” meaning that you can only truly
gauge the quality of something once it’s been put to a test. Such is the case with climate models:
mathematical computer simulations of the various factors that interact to affect Earth’s climate,
such as our atmosphere, ocean, ice, land surface and the Sun.
For decades, people have legitimately wondered how well climate models perform in
predicting future climate conditions. Based on solid physics and the best understanding of the
Earth system available, they skillfully reproduce observed data. Nevertheless, they have a wide
response to increasing carbon dioxide levels, and many uncertainties remain in the details. The
hallmark of good science, however, is the ability to make testable predictions, and climate models
have been making predictions since the 1970s. How reliable have they been?
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Now a new evaluation of global climate models used to project Earth’s future global average
surface temperatures over the past half-century answers that question: most of the models
have been quite accurate.

Models that were used in the IPCC 4th Assessment Report can be evaluated by comparing
their approximately 20-year predictions with what actually happened. In this figure, the multimodel ensemble and the average of all the models are plotted alongside the NASA Goddard
Institute for Space Studies (GISS) Surface Temperature Index (GISTEMP). Climate drivers were
known for the ‘hindcast’ period (before 2000) and forecast for the period beyond. The
temperatures are plotted with respect to a 1980-1999 baseline. Credit: Gavin Schmidt
In a study accepted for publication in the journal Geophysical Research Letters, a research team
led by Zeke Hausfather of the University of California, Berkeley, conducted a systematic
evaluation of the performance of past climate models. The team compared 17 increasingly
sophisticated model projections of global average temperature developed between 1970 and 2007,
including some originally developed by NASA, with actual changes in global temperature
observed through the end of 2017. The observational temperature data came from multiple sources,
including NASA’s Goddard Institute for Space Studies Surface Temperature Analysis (GISTEMP)
time series, an estimate of global surface temperature change.
The results: 10 of the model projections closely matched observations. Moreover, after
accounting for differences between modeled and actual changes in atmospheric carbon dioxide
112

and other factors that drive climate, the number increased to 14. The authors found no evidence
that the climate models evaluated either systematically overestimated or underestimated warming
over the period of their projections.
'The results of this study of past climate models bolster scientists’ confidence that both they
as well as today’s more advanced climate models are skillfully projecting global warming,' said
study co-author Gavin Schmidt, director of NASA’s Goddard Institute of Space Studies in New
York. 'This research could help resolve public confusion around the performance of past climate
modeling efforts.'
Scientists use climate models to better understand how Earth’s climate changed in the past,
how it is changing now and to predict future climate trends. Global temperature trends are among
the most significant predictions, since global warming has widespread effects, is tied directly to
international target agreements for mitigating future climate warming, and have the longest, most
accurate observational records. Other climate variables are forecast in the newer, more complex
models, and those predictions too will need to be assessed.
To successfully match new observational data, climate model projections have to
encapsulate the physics of the climate and also make accurate predictions about future carbon
dioxide emission levels and other factors that affect climate, such as solar variability, volcanoes,
other human-produced and natural emissions of greenhouse gases and aerosols. This study’s
accounting for differences between the projected and actual emissions and other factors allowed a
more focused evaluation of the models’ representation of Earth’s climate system.
Schmidt says climate models have come a long way from the simple energy balance and
general circulation models of the 1960s and early ‘70s to today’s increasingly high-resolution and
comprehensive general circulation models. 'The fact that many of the older climate models we
reviewed accurately projected subsequent global temperatures is particularly impressive given the
limited observational evidence of warming that scientists had in the 1970s, when Earth had been
cooling for a few decades,'
he said.
The authors say that while the relative simplicity of the models analyzed makes their
climate projections functionally obsolete, they can still be useful for verifying methods used to
evaluate current state-of-the-art climate models, such as those to be used in the United Nations’
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change Sixth Assessment Report, to be released in 2022.
'As climate model projections have matured, more signals have emerged from the noise of
natural variability that allow for retrospective evaluation of other aspects of climate models — for
instance, in Arctic sea ice and ocean heat content,' Schmidt said. 'But it’s the temperature trends
that people still tend to focus on.'
Other participating institutions included the Massachusetts Institute of Technology in
Cambridge and Woods Hole Oceanographic Institution in Woods Hole, Massachusetts.
For more information on GISS and GISTEMP, visit: https://www.giss.nasa.gov/ or
https://data.giss.nasa.gov/gistemp/."
Andrea Germanos, "Global Rescue Plan to Stop Mass Extinction 'Hopelessly Weak and
Inadequate', 'We need an urgent plan to save humanity and this is not it,'" Common Dreams,
February 24, 2020, https://www.commondreams.org/news/2020/02/24/global-rescue-plan-stopmass-extinction-hopelessly-weak-and-inadequate?cdorigin=rss&utm_term=AO&utm_campaign=Daily%20Newsletter&utm_content=email&utm_so
urce=Daily%20Newsletter&utm_medium=email, reported, "As global governments gathered at
a conference in Rome Monday to advance a framework for protecting the planet's
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biodiversity, environmental and human rights advocates warned that the draft text that has
emerged from meetings so far is 'hopelessly weak and inadequate.'
The draft document for 'living in harmony with nature,' first unveiled in January, is being
considered at the February 24–29 meeting of the Working Group on the Post-2020 Global
Biodiversity Framework. It will form the basis for a 10-year strategy and replace the 'Aichi
Targets,' which expire this year.
The meeting comes amid increased worldwide concern about the ecological crisis,
with recent research warning the climate crisis could wipe out 30% of the world's plant and
animal species by 2070, disasters like the recent Australian wildfires taking a devastating toll
on wildlife and ecosystems, and more evidence that human activity is driving nature towards
collapse.
Agence France-Presse reported Monday:
'The 12-page document, which focuses on goals to be met by mid-century and envisages a
stock-take in 2030, should be adopted at the COP15 summit on biodiversity in October. [...]
Negotiators in Rome are focusing on ways to reduce threats to biodiversity, including
officially protecting at least 30 percent of land and marine areas and a 50 percent cut in pollution
from fertilizers. It also calls for stricter regulation on plastic pollution and acknowledges the role
that the preservation of nature can play in the battle against climate change.'
According to Nele Mariën, forests and biodiversity coordinator at Friends of the Earth
International (FOEI), the document leaves much to be desired.
'The current draft plan is hopelessly weak and inadequate. It won't prevent the sixth mass
extinction or build a fairer and safer future,' she said.
Mariën's group sees a number of problems with the plan, including that it calls for even
weaker targets than the non-binding targets governments set out in 2010. Specifically, says
FOEI, the draft:
fails to address the root causes of the collapse of nature—the over-consumption of
resources by wealthier countries, industrial agriculture, and an economic system that drives
further destruction and greater inequality. This requires a just transition everywhere, with
obligation for finance from wealthy countries to the global South.
lacks legally binding mechanisms to enforce an agreed plan. The main failure of the
existing plan was that governments mostly ignored it without repercussions.
introduces weaker targets than the existing plan.
does not have a plan to halt damaging practices such as mining, commodity crops or
pesticide use.
allows for nature to be destroyed as long as it is saved elsewhere—which would lead
to corporations putting a price on nature and offsetting their damage by paying to save it in
another place. This will inevitably lead to a financial market in saving and destroying
biodiversity and ignores the vital role of Indigenous Peoples and Local Communities in
defending ecosystems.
fails to put communities—and especially Indigenous Peoples—at the heart of nature
protection. Likewise, mentions of justice, equity and poverty reduction are missing, as is any
obligation for wealthy countries to provide resources to support the Global South.
'Time has almost run out. We need an urgent plan to save humanity and this is not
it,' said Friedrich Wulf, international nature campaigner at Friends of the Earth Europe.
Human rights organization Forest Peoples Programme also expressed concerns with the
document and outlined those issues Monday in a Twitter thread:.
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An improved framework for averting mass extinctions, according FOEI and other
groups that form the CBD Alliance, could be forged. Such a plan would have:
A rights-based approach, full and equal participation for Indigenous Peoples and
Local Communities, global equity and financing.
Mainstreaming of biodiversity across the 'whole government' at national level.
Accountability, compliance and enforcement measures
Promotion of agroecology and community-based solutions, integrated into proper
conservation plans.
The advocacy groups' warnings come a week after nearly two dozen former foreign
ministers from various countries urged global negotiators urged world leaders to act 'boldly' to
avert further loss of nature.
'The world has a moral imperative to collaborate on strong actions to mitigate and adapt to
the current climate change and biodiversity crisis. Ambitious targets for conservation of land and
ocean ecosystems are vital components of the solution,' a statement from the diplomats said.
'Humanity sits on the precipice of irreversible loss of biodiversity and a climate crisis that
imperils the future for our grandchildren and generations to come,' they wrote. "The world must
act boldly, and it must act now."
Our work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-Share Alike 3.0 License."
Catrin Einhorn, "Wildlife Collapse From Climate Change Is Predicted to Hit Suddenly and
Sooner: Scientists found a “cliff edge” instead of the slippery slope they expected," The New York
Times,
April 15, 2020, https://www.nytimes.com/2020/04/15/climate/wildlife-populationcollapse-climate-change.html, reported, "Climate change could result in a more abrupt collapse
of many animal species than previously thought, starting in the next decade if greenhouse
gas emissions are not reduced, according to a study published this month in Nature.
The study predicted that large swaths of ecosystems would falter in waves, creating
sudden die-offs that would be catastrophic not only for wildlife, but for the humans who
depend on it."
Joaqlin Estus, "The trend is clear: Climate change is impacting Alaska now," ICT, January
29, 2020, https://indiancountrytoday.com/news/the-trend-is-clear-climate-change-is-impactingalaska-now-V8TFg5Dbz0-RylAnTeAmLw, reported, "'People are dying because we haven't been
able to adapt'
The trend is clear. Temperatures are rising. Plant and animal populations are
dropping. Scientists in Alaska explain the need for more data that will allow them to make
predictions about coming changes."
"Numbers of seabirds, zooplankton, abalone, salmon, herring, seals, beluga whales,
cod, pollock, sea lions, kelp, sea urchin, and polar bears, among others, are plunging. Areas
of shoreline covered with intertidal plants are shrinking. Crab and mussel shells are
thinning.
On the other hand, disease rates, acidification, algal toxins, and the number of acres
of dead coral reefs, which served as nurseries for juvenile fish and other animals, are
shooting up. In the case of seabird corpses found on west coast beaches, numbers are rising
by the hundreds of thousands. Air, river, lake, ground, and ocean temperatures rise in ever
higher peaks.
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Rowenna Gryba, a PhD candidate at the University of British Columbia, is working to
create a model for combining traditional knowledge with research to help explain and
predict animal habitat and movement.... She says traditional knowledge is 'massively valuable,'
and if scientists can find the best way to include it in their research, 'We're just going to do better
at what we do.' And that can lead to better decision-making, said Gryba. 'Recognizing that there
are Indigenous peoples who have knowledge about a multitude of habitats for a multitude of
species, it [the knowledge] should be valued and recognized as something that can be readily
incorporated into management decisions.'”
“'People are dying because we haven't been able to adapt to the changing weather
patterns and the diminishing sea ice,' [Maija Katak] Lukin[, Inupiaq, superintendent for Western
Arctic National Parklands,] said. 'Our natural and cultural resources are being lost, both
because of erosion, and then also because of the changing weather patterns that affect animal
migrations, caribou breeding grounds and things like that,' Lukin said. 'For thousands of
years we've had safe sea ice and pretty stable land ice. Recently, very recently, we haven't
had safe sea ice and we've definitely haven't had safe land ice.'”
"Lukin said. 'So in just one generation, the changes experienced by local hunters has
threatened our entire culture.'”
"Lukin said even if scientists come up with solutions, 'It’s very difficult to come up
with the funding needed to mitigate those effects [of weather extremes].'"
Luciana Tellez-Chavez, This Year’s Forest Fire Season Could Be Even Deadlier:
Countries are using the coronavirus crisis to lift environmental regulations, even as COVID-19
leaves populations more vulnerable to health impacts from fires," Foreign Policy in Focus
(FPIF),
May
20,
2020,
https://fpif.org/this-years-forest-fire-season-could-be-evendeadlier/?emci=54865fbc-dd9a-ea11-86e9-00155d03b5dd&emdi=5819ae3b-529b-ea11-86e900155d03b5dd&ceid=3984446, reported, "The world’s forests could soon join the growing list
of casualties of the coronavirus pandemic. The fire season is approaching for many. And
governments grappling with COVID-19 are rolling back enforcement of environmental
protections that are crucial for containing the fires.
COVID-19 makes the effort to reduce forest fires more urgent, not less. This is
especially the case as those who are most affected by smoke from the fires — older people,
and people with pre-existing heart and lung diseases — are also at higher risk if they contract
the virus.
Recognizing how air pollution caused by smoke may increase vulnerability to
COVID-19, British Columbia’s Environment Ministry recently banned open burning of
vegetative debris in areas at high-risk for wildfires. The Canadian province acted on a
recommendation from its Center for Disease Control to reduce excess air pollution. In the
U.S., the state of Colorado took similar measures to protect residents.
But they are the exception.
In Brazil, most fires in the Amazon rainforest are intentionally set, often on illegally
cleared land, chiefly between June and October. President Jair Bolsonaro’s efforts to weaken
environmental enforcement have led to a dramatic increase in deforestation, and last year’s
fires concentrated along these newly razed areas, scientists from NASA and the Brazilian space
agency concluded. Environmental enforcement has continued to drop during the pandemic, with
preliminary estimates of forest loss up by 50 percent in 2020 compared with last year, according
to government data.
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In
Indonesia,
rather
than
relaxing
enforcement,
the
authorities
have scrapped regulations that keep illegal logging in check altogether. As of May, exporters
will no longer need to obtain licenses verifying that their timber and wood products come from
legal sources. The trade minister justified the move as part of a stimulus to boost the timber
industry amid the economic slowdown caused by the COVID-19 outbreak.
It is understandable that some governments might be tempted to reduce enforcement in the
midst of the pandemic. But that would be a mistake for several reasons.
For one, curbing deforestation is essential to mitigate climate change, which in the long
term threatens to have catastrophic consequences for human life and public health. As illegal
logging and fires combine to shrink forests, they degrade ecosystems that play a crucial role as
'carbon sinks,' absorbing carbon from the atmosphere and offsetting the greenhouse gas emissions
that drive global warming. Moreover, destruction of forests itself releases large quantities of
carbon.
Recent studies indicate that deforestation is driving the Amazon rainforest toward an
'irreversible tipping point' where it will dry out and degrade into shrubland, releasing
massive amounts of greenhouse gases into the atmosphere.
In the boreal forests of the northernmost parts of the world, like the Russian taiga,
fires are seasonal — but there too, corruption and environmental crime are suspected of
amplifying them.
As with the Amazon, studies indicate that they might be reaching a
tipping point. Absent effective conservation measures, boreal forests could turn into a
savannah, and bigger, more frequent fires could cause them to start releasing more carbon
than they store, a NASA-funded study found.
In addition to contributing to climate change, forest fires present a more immediate and
very grave threat to public health. Every year, the smoke that rises from burning landscapes
causes increased heart and lung diseases — health conditions that increase the risk of severe
illness or death from COVID-19, as well as thousands of premature deaths among people exposed
to the haze.
In Australia, smoke from the bushfires caused more than 400 deaths and 3,000
hospitalizations for cardiovascular and respiratory problems. Brazilian scientists affiliated
with the Health Ministry found that, in the areas worst-affected by the fires in 2019, the
number of hospitalizations of children with respiratory diseases doubled in May and June,
at the very beginning of the fire season, totaling 5,000. Previously, Harvard and Columbia
University scientists calculated that haze from Indonesia’s fires in 2015 will result in 100,000
premature deaths across Equatorial Asia.
'There’s evidence that even short term exposure to poor air quality [such as that
caused by haze from the fires] could make us vulnerable to respiratory infections,' Dr. Aaron
Bernstein, interim director of the Center for Climate, Health, and the Global Environment at the
Harvard T.H. Chan School of Public Health, told Human Rights Watch. Air pollution caused by
the fires may lead to more severe symptoms or increased deaths among those with COVID-19, Dr.
Bernstein said.
Other governments should follow British Columbia’s and Colorado’s lead and step
up their own efforts to contain the coming fire season. Such measures will protect health in the
short and long term as we fight COVID-19, future viral respiratory epidemics, and the catastrophic
health effects of climate change that are already beginning to be felt.Luciana Tellez-Chavez is an
environment researcher at Human Rights Watch."
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There are moves to plant billions of trees to fight climate change, including a proposal
President Trump made in his 2020 State of the Union Address. But the warming and drought
that is causing wildfires in many places around the world, is also making trees more vulnerable
to fire so that the planting of many trees can simply provide fuel for new fires, unless care is
taken as to what trees to plant where, and how to manage the forests to protect the trees and
lessen the chance of their going up on flames (Somini Sengupta, "How Europe Turned Into a
Perfect Landscape for Wildfires," The New York Times, February 5, 2020,
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/02/05/climate/forests-europe-climate-changed.html,
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/02/05/climate/forests-europe-climate-changed.html).
Pakistan Is Giving Tree-Planting Jobs to Workers Unemployed Due to COVID-19: The
work is part of an ambitious project in Pakistan to plant 10 billion new trees," Global Citizen,
https://www.globalcitizen.org/en/content/pakistan-coronavirus-unemployed-plantingtrees/?utm_source=Iterable&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=US_May_21_2020_Content_
Digest, reported, "Pakistan is helping daily workers who have been laid off as a result
of COVID-19 by giving them jobs planting trees, according to the Thomson Reuters
Foundation (TRF).
The initiative is part of Pakistan’s 10 Billion Tree Tsunami Programme, an ambitious
forest restoration project, and provides a template for the type of 'green recovery' that
countries can embark upon in the aftermath of the COVID-19 pandemic."
Selam Gebrekidan, "Radical Changes Urged for Huge E.U. Farm Program: A planned
overhaul fails to adequately protect the environment and support small farmers, a group of
scientists
said,"
The
New
York
Times,
March
9,
2020,
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/03/09/world/europe/radical-changes-urged-for-huge-eu-farmprogram.html, reported, "Europe’s $65-billion-a-year farm program needs to change
radically if it is to protect the environment and support small farmers, a group of European
scientists said in a paper published in the journal People and Nature
(https://besjournals.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.1002/pan3.10080) on Monday.
The 21 authors of the paper said a planned overhaul of Europe’s farm policy is
inadequate. They said policymakers must stop paying farmers based on the acres they
cultivate and instead reward environmentally friendly practices such as organic farming or
agroforestry. The scientists also asked the European Union to cut off subsidies that encourage
livestock farming, which is linked to a rise in greenhouse gas emissions."
Julia Conley, "'Not Just Bad, It's Pathological': While Pushing Big Oil Bailouts, Trump
Slaps Wind and Solar Industry With $50 Million in Old Rent Bills: "Robbing from a clean energy
future to prop up the dirty energy past,'" Common Dreams, May 18, 2020,
https://www.commondreams.org/news/2020/05/18/not-just-bad-its-pathological-while-pushingbig-oil-bailouts-trump-slaps-wind-and?cdorigin=rss&utm_term=AO&utm_campaign=Daily%20Newsletter&utm_content=email&utm_so
urce=Daily%20Newsletter&utm_medium=Email, reported, "While giving fossil fuel companies
access to relief funds ostensibly meant for small businesses struggling due to the coronavirus
pandemic, the Trump administration on Monday slapped solar and wind power firms with
retroactive rent bills dating back two years.
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The Interior Department is demanding rent payments from renewable energy
companies operating on federal lands, two years after it suspended rent for the operators as
it investigated whether the Obama administration had charged too much.
The administration plans to collect $50 million in rent this year from 96 companies
operating on federal property—the same amount of money that a recent report showed is
going to fossil fuel companies in loans through the Paycheck Protection Program (PPP).
As Common Dreams reported earlier this month, the oil and gas companies may not have to
pay those loans back.
Energy Secretary Dan Brouillette also admitted last week that the White House pushed
the Federal Reserve to open its Main Street Lending Program to the oil and gas industries.
Susan Hassol of the climate research firm Climate Communication wrote that the Trump
administration's charging of 'huge retroactive rents' for wind and solar operations while
simultaneously pushing for tax giveaways and bailouts for the oil and gas companies is 'robbing
from a clean energy future to prop up a dirty past.'
The retroactive rent bills come as the solar, wind, and geothermal industries have seen
many projects delayed due to the pandemic. The crisis has left many companies unable to access
federal subsidies and has cut the industries' projected growth for this year by as much as
10%.
On Twitter, Doug Parr of Greenpeace UK called the administration's treatment of
renewable energy companies versus its insistence on aiding fossil fuels 'not just bad' but
'pathological.'
Earlier this month, the Institute for Energy Economics and Financial Analysis called
any financial aid given to the fossil fuel sector 'a complete waste of money,' especially after
oil prices fell in late April to negative-$37 per barrel and prompted calls for the government
to nationalize the industry.
Our work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-Share Alike 3.0 License."
Tina Casey, "Rural Electric Co-op Blows Up Energy Storage Race With “Secret” Battery,"
CleanTechnica, May 8th, 2020, https://cleantechnica.com/2020/05/08/rural-electric-co-op-blowsup-energy-storage-race-with-secret-battery/, reported, "The nation’s sprawling network of rural
electric cooperatives has become a hotbed of clean tech innovation, and the latest example is a doozy.
The Minnesota-based co-op Great River Energy is teaming with the somewhat mysterious Bill
Gates-backed energy storage startup Form Energy to build a new battery that can discharge
for 150 hours. That beats conventional batteries by a mile and it practically guarantees that
wind and solar will dominate the US energy landscape in a few short years."
Brad Plumer, "In a First, Renewable Energy Is Poised to Eclipse Coal in U.S.: The
coronavirus has pushed the coal industry to once-unthinkable lows, and the consequences for climate
change
are
big,"
The
New
York
Times,
May
13,
2020,
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/05/13/climate/coronavirus-coal-electricity-renewables.html,
reported, "The United States is on track to produce more electricity this year from renewable
power than from coal for the first time on record, new government projections show, a
transformation partly driven by the coronavirus pandemic, with profound implications in the fight
against climate change."
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"Amazon's Bezos pledges $10 billion to climate change fight," Reuters, February 17, 2020,
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-amazon-climatechange-idUSKBN20B1XK,
reported,
"Amazon (AMZN.O) Chief Executive Officer Jeff Bezos will commit $10 billion to fund
scientists, activists, nonprofits and other groups fighting to protect the environment and
counter the effects of climate change, he said on Monday.
Cutting emissions will be challenging for Amazon. The e-commerce company delivers 10
billion items a year, has a massive transportation and data center footprint, and has faced criticism
from within its own workforce."
The Trump administration, in February, upset a 20 year old, carefully worked out, winwin deal between ranchers and conservationists for land management in the west that
reasonably protects important environmental concerns, and sacred sites in ways that work
well for ranchers, recreation and the tourism business. The new plan will allow grazing in
the Grand Staircase National Monument in Utah (John Leshy, "Hurting Ranchers and the
Land," The New York Times, March 4, 2020).
The European Union introduced legislation, in March 2020, to require makers of
electronics and other equipment to offer repairs and upgrades rather than recycling
damaged or older equipment ("Europe Wants to Emphasize Gadget Repair Over Recycling,"
The New York Times, March 13, 2020).
Maria Varenikova, "Chernobyl Wildfires Reignite, Stirring Up Radiation: Wildfires are
common in the so-called Zone of Alienation around the abandoned Chernobyl plant. A largerthan-typical fire is stirring up radiation, though levels remain normal in Kyiv, the Ukrainian
capital,"
The
New
York
Times,
April
11,
2020,
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/04/11/world/europe/chernobyl-wildfire.html,
reported,
"Firefighters have struggled to control wildfires burning through radioactive forest in the
abandoned territory around the Chernobyl nuclear plant, where radiation levels are
considerably lower than they were immediately after the 1986 accident but still pose risks.
Radiation readings near the wildfires, where smoke is swirling about, have been
elevated, with the wind blowing toward rural areas of Russia and Belarus for most of the past
week. The wind shifted Friday toward Kyiv, the Ukrainian capital, but authorities say the
radiation level is still normal in the city, whose population is about three million.
But Saturday’s strong winds could spread the fires to the remnants of the nuclear
plant and the equipment that was used to clean up the disaster."
Somini Sengupta, "What a Week’s Disasters Tell Us About Climate and the Pandemic:
Extreme weather presents an even bigger threat when economies are crashing and ordinary people
are stretched to their limits," The New York Times,
May 23, 2020,
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/05/23/climate/climate-change-coronavirus.html, reported, "Climate
change makes extreme weather events more frequent and more intense. Now, because of the
pandemic, they come at a time when national economies are crashing and ordinary people are
stretched to their limits."
Mark Sumner, "Under the cover of the coronavirus, billionaire looters are stealing
America's
air,
water,
and
soil,"
Daily
Kos,
March
31,
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2020, https://www.dailykos.com/stories/2020/3/31/1932962/-Under-the-cover-of-thecoronavirus-billionaire-looters-are-stealing-America-s-air-water-and-soil?detail=emaildkr,
commented, "In most emergencies, networks seem eager to show images of people looting, but
with the coronavirus crisis, those images don’t seem to be reaching our screens. Which is
surprising, because the level of looting has been severe; it’s not televisions or sneakers, it’s the
air, the water, the soil, and the future.
Under the cover of the coronavirus, Donald Trump has let polluters know that all bets are
off. Anything goes. And the usual suspects are welcoming the opportunity.
Since taking office, Trump has made destroying environmental rules set in place by
President Barack Obama both one of his goals and bragging points. But the rule over limiting
emissions from vehicles and requiring higher mileage from vehicles has been something of a
sticking point, partly because there is the complication that California and other states have the
authority to set their own limits, and partly because not even the automakers want Trump’s skyblackening proposal.
But, with all eyes turned to the immediate threat of the virus, Trump’s team has been
rushing to complete this smash-and-grab that will, as The New York Times reports, throw
a billion tons of carbon into the atmosphere. Not only will it generate a cost to the
environment, it also represents a threat to public health. And automakers don’t like it, because
it places the United States far outside the rules being set for other nations, setting the stage for
automakers to have to create U.S.-only models in a race to the bottom for the least efficient, highest
polluting vehicles."
Coral Davenport, "U.S. to Announce Rollback of Auto Pollution Rules, a Key Effort to
Fight
Climate
Change,"
The
New
York
Times,
March
31,
2020,
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/03/30/climate/trump-fuel-economy.html, reported, "The Trump
administration is expected on Tuesday to announce its final rule to rollback Obama-era
automobile fuel efficiency standards, relaxing efforts to limit climate-warming tailpipe
pollution and virtually undoing the government’s biggest effort to combat climate change.
The new rule, written by the Environmental Protection Agency and the Department of
Transportation, would allow cars on American roads to emit nearly a billion tons more carbon
dioxide over the lifetime of the vehicles than they would have under the Obama standards
and hundreds of millions of tons more than will be emitted under standards being
implemented in Europe and Asia."
"The Clean Water Case of the Century: The U.S. Supreme Court ruled to keep the Clean
Water Act intact, dealing a major loss to the Trump administration and its pro-polluter
agenda. The fate of the nation’s clean water had hung in the balance in County of Maui v. Hawaiʻi
Wildlife Fund," EarthJustice, April 23, 2020, https://earthjustice.org/features/supreme-court-mauiclean-watercase?p2asource=email&utm_source=crm&utm_medium=email&utm_term=info&utm_campaig
n=200423_Info_SCOTUS_Victory&utm_content=HTMLLearnMoreButton&emci=876b99028e85-ea11-a94c-00155d03b1e8&emdi=8dc2e176-c385-ea11-a94c00155d03b1e8&ceid=1379097, reported, "The U.S. Supreme Court's decision leaves in place
vital protections for the nation’s oceans, rivers, and lakes.
The court found that point source discharges to navigable waters through
groundwater are regulated under the Clean Water Act. In its decision on County of Maui v.
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Hawaiʻi Wildlife Fund, the court held that the Clean Water Act “require[s] a permit if the
addition of the pollutants through groundwater is the functional equivalent of a direct
discharge from the point source into navigable waters.”
In other words, the Clean Water Act prohibits unpermitted discharge of pollution
'nto navigable waters, or when the discharge reaches the same result through roughly similar
means.'
In doing so, the Court rejected the Trump administration’s polluter-friendly position
[that indirect impacts of water pollution wer not covered by the act] in the clearest of terms:
'We do not see how Congress could have intended to create such a large and obvious loophole
in one of the key regulatory innovations of the Clean Water Act.'”
Jessica Corbett, "Even 'Worst Fossil Fuel Banker' JPMorgan Chase Will No Longer Fund
This Way of Destroying the Planet: 'These are small concessions that leave them the largest funder
of the climate crisis—but it proves citizen power can work!'" Common Dreams, February 25, 2020,
https://www.commondreams.org/news/2020/02/25/even-worst-fossil-fuel-banker-jpmorganchase-will-no-longer-fund-way-destroying?cdorigin=rss&utm_term=AO&utm_campaign=Daily%20Newsletter&utm_content=email&utm_so
urce=Daily%20Newsletter&utm_medium=email, reported, "Faced with mounting public
pressure to take the climate crisis seriously and to end its financing for the fossil fuel
industry, the investment bank JPMorgan Chase announced Monday that it will stop backing
extraction projects in the Arctic and phase out loans for coal by 2024 but keep funding oil
and gas developments across the globe.
'Activism works, what do you know,' author and activist Naomi Klein tweeted in response
to the news late Monday. 'So much more to do but this is something.'
JPMorgan is not only the largest bank in the United States, it is also the biggest funder of
fossil fuels, according to the latest annual report from Rainforest Action Network (RAN),
which revealed last March that the bank poured nearly $196 billion into coal, oil, and gas
companies since world leaders adopted the Paris climate agreement in December 2015.
'In the context of the climate emergency, the biggest fossil bank in the world—by a 29%
margin—has a unique responsibility to phase out its climate impact,' RAN climate and energy
senior campaigner Jason Opeña Disterhoft said in a statement Monday. 'Today's policy does not
meet that responsibility.'
'That said, the measures that JPMorgan Chase took today are steps forward,' he added. 'For
the world's biggest banker of Arctic oil and gas to stop funding new fossil fuel projects in the
region adds to the growing signal that the Arctic is a no-go zone for fossil expansion. These
measures are a continued credit to the power of the advocacy by the Gwich'in Steering Committee
and their allies, who have been organizing for years to defend the Arctic Refuge from fossil fuel
development. And Wall Street's biggest coal mining banker setting an aggressive exit date on some
major miners will accelerate coal becoming unbankable.'
Bernadette
Demientieff,
executive
director
of
the
Gwich'in
Steering
Committee, welcomed JPMorgan's new approach to the Arctic in a statement Monday that
criticized ongoing efforts by President Donald Trump and his administration to open up parts of
the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge (ANWR) to fossil fuel extraction.
'The Trump administration is pulling out all the stops to sell off our homelands for drilling,
so big banks have a critical role to play in either supporting the destruction of this sacred place or
keeping it protected,' Demientieff said. 'We're glad to see America's largest bank recognize that
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the Arctic Refuge is no place for drilling, and we hope that soon other banks and the oil companies
they fund will follow along.'
The Washington Post on Monday described JPMorgan's new policy as a 'baby step.' Author
and activist Bill McKibben, who co-founded 350.org, told the newspaper that the bank's pledges
align with those of Goldman Sachs, which unveiled its updated rules for fossil fuels in December
2019.
'It seems like weak beer to me, basically just copying Goldman,' said McKibben. 'But it
shows that even the biggest bank on Earth feels citizen pressure, so we will keep supplying that!'
Ben Cushing of the advocacy group Sierra Club suggested in a statement Monday that both
banks' policies will put pressure on competitors to follow suit."
Somini Sengupta and Melissa Eddy, "How Hard Is It to Quit Coal? For Germany, 18 Years
and
$44
Billion,"
The
New
York
Times,
January
16,
2020,
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/01/16/climate/germany-coal-climate-change.html,
reported,
"Germany announced on Thursday that it would spend $44.5 billion to quit coal — but not
for another 18 years, by 2038.
The move shows how expensive it is to stop burning the world’s dirtiest fossil fuel, despite
a broad consensus that keeping coal in the ground is vital to averting a climate crisis, and how
politically complicated it is."
Somini Sengupta, "Japan's Climate Plan Sends the Wrong Signal," The New York
Times, Aprol
1,
2020,
https://messaging-customnewsletters.nytimes.com/template/oakv2?campaign_id=54&emc=edit_clim_20200401&instance
_id=17252&nl=climatefwd%3A&productCode=CLIM&regi_id=52235981&segment_id=23527&te=1&uri=nyt%3A%2
F%2Fnewsletter%2Fdb470071-a8f1-418a-bd9ead4a97558a84&user_id=2984790c14170290245238c0cd4fd927, reported, that Japan, the
world's fifth largest greenhouse gas emitter made no improvements from its old plan to
reduce greenhouse emissions in announcing a new one, which would reduce warming
emissions by 26 percent below 2013 levels. This is insufficient to prevent horrendous climate
disaster.
The corona virus pandemic has caused the critical U.N Climate talks to be delayed
for one year (U.N. Climate Talks Postponed to 2021," The New York Times, April 2, 2020).
Nadja Popovich, "Climate Change Rises as a Public Priority. But It’s More Partisan Than
Ever,"
The
New
York
Times,
February
20,
2020,
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2020/02/20/climate/climate-change-polls.html,
reported,
"For the first time in the survey’s two-decade history, a majority of Americans said dealing
with climate change should be a top priority for the president and Congress. That’s a 14
percentage point rise from four years ago,
Nearly two-thirds of Americans ranked protecting the environment as a leading
policy priority, which is almost as many as said economic growth should remain a primary
focus.
But the surge in climate and environmental concern masks a deep partisan divide."
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Christopher Flavelle, "Here’s How Coronavirus Could Raise Cities’ Risk for Climate
Disasters," The New York Times, April 24, 2020, "The economic toll of the coronavirus is
forcing cities and states to redirect money away from projects that provide climate resilience,
in a shift that threatens to tackle one crisis at the expense of another.
Officials in San Francisco, Miami Beach and New York City have said they are likely
to delay climate-related projects like sea walls because of the virus, which has slashed tax
revenue and increased demands for emergency services, housing and other immediate needs.
Washington State has cut funding for resilience projects, and people who work on climate
adaptation in other cities and states said they worried about similar cuts."
Bill McKibben, When it comes to climate hypocrisy, Canada's leaders have reached a new
low: A territory that has 0.5% of the Earth’s population plans to use up nearly a third of the planet’s
remaining
carbon
budget,"
The
Guardian,
February
5,
2020,
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2020/feb/05/when-it-comes-to-climate-hypocrisycanadas-leaders-have-reached-a-new-low, reported, "Canada, on the other hand, elected a
government that believes the climate crisis is real and dangerous – and with good reason,
since the nation’s Arctic territories give it a front-row seat to the fastest warming on Earth.
Yet the country’s leaders seem likely in the next few weeks to approve a vast new tar sands
mine which will pour carbon into the atmosphere through the 2060s. They know – yet they
can’t bring themselves to act on the knowledge. Now that is cause for despair.
The Teck mine would be the biggest tar sands mine yet: 113 square miles of petroleum
mining, located just 16 miles from the border of Wood Buffalo national park. A federal
panel approved the mine despite conceding that it would likely be harmful to the environment and
to the land culture of Indigenous people."
Ivan Penn, "Oil Companies Are Collapsing, but Wind and Solar Energy Keep Growing:
The renewable-energy business is expected to keep growing, though more slowly, in contrast to
fossil fuel companies, which have been hammered by low oil and gas prices.," The New York
Times,
April
8,
2020, https://www.nytimes.com/2020/04/07/business/energyenvironment/coronavirus-oil-wind-solar-energy.html, reported that the COPID-19 drop in oil
prices has not undercut renewable energy growth as wind and electric energy are
increasingly cheaper than fossil fuels for electric generation, including needing significantly
less maintenance once in operation," In fact, renewable energy sources are set to account
for nearly 21 percent of the electricity the United States uses for the first time this year, up
from about 18 percent last year and 10 percent in 2010, according to one forecast published
last week. And while work on some solar and wind projects has been delayed by the
outbreak, industry executives and analysts expect the renewable business to continue
growing in 2020 and next year even as oil, gas and coal companies struggle financially or
seek bankruptcy protection."
Kendra Chamberlain wrote in New Mexico Political Report, May 21, 2020,
https://mailchi.mp/nmpoliticalreport.com/environment-wrap-up-471793?e=cde7993ced, "Taosarea solar array is now generating power: Taos electric utility Kit Carson Electric Cooperative
said its largest solar array is now online and generating power. The 3 megawatt (MW) array,
comprised of 12,000 solar panels, can power up to 1,600 homes in its member base, the coop said.
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It now has a total of 19.8MW of solar power, and plans to generate 100 percent of its daytime
electricity from solar by 2022."
The growing number of electric cars are now beginning to be joined by electric big rig
trucks, in a switch away from diesel (Susan Carpenter, "Big Rigs Begin to Trade Diesel for Electric
Motors: Tractor-trailer fleets will take time to electrify, and start-ups and established truck makers
are racing to get their models on the road," The New York Times, March 19, 2020,
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/03/19/business/electric-semi-trucks-big-rigs.html).
Roy Collver hoth2o@shaw.ca via Ted Cloak tcloak@unm.edu E-mails reported, "The
other Tesla," from the Wall Street Journal, June 10, 2020, reported, "Little-known electric truck
maker Nikola Corp. had its IPO last week, and has zoomed since then to a market value
exceeding Ford, at $30 billion. They haven't sold a single truck yet, but they have $10 billion
in preorders from the likes of Anheuser Busch."
Jessica Corbett, "Putin Declares Federal Emergency After Diesel Fuel Spill in Arctic River
That Could Take Decades to Recover: Reports indicate melting permafrost caused by global
heating may have damaged the industrial facility," Common Dreams, Jun 3m 2020,
https://www.commondreams.org/news/2020/06/03/putin-declares-federal-emergency-afterdiesel-fuel-spill-arctic-river-could-take?cdorigin=rss&utm_term=AO&utm_campaign=Daily%20Newsletter&utm_content=email&utm_so
urce=Daily%20Newsletter&utm_medium=Email, reported, "Russian President Vladimir Putin
declared a federal emergency Wednesday to help clean up an estimated 20,000 tonnes of
diesel fuel that poured into Ambarnaya River Friday after an accident at a power station
near Norilsk, an industrial city in the eastern Siberian region of Krasnoyarsk."
"'Russian mining conglomerate Norilsk Nickel, which owns the facility, said [a diesel fuel]
tank was damaged when supporting pillars that had 'held it in place for 30 years without
difficulty' began to sink,' Agence France-Presse reported. 'Norilsk is constructed on
permafrost and its infrastructure is threatened by melting ice caused by climate change.'"
"According to Dmitry Klokov, a spokesperson for the Rosrybolovstvo state fishing agency,
'It can already be said now that it will take decades for the restoration of the ecological
balance of the affected Norilo-Pyasinsky water system.'
The crisis led Scottish ecologist and nature photographer Alan Watson Featherstone to call
for restrictions on industrial activities in the area. He declared in a tweet Wednesday: 'The
Arctic can't cope with disasters like these'"
The cost of electric cars has been dropping, even as more and more become available,
and by March 2020 had reached about to about the cost of gasoline and diesel powered cars. It
appears that equivalent electric cars will soon be cheaper then petroleum powered cars, and
need far less repairs and are less expensive to run (Zachary Shahan, "The Electric Car Cost
Tipping Point," CleanTechnica, March 21st, 2020, https://cleantechnica.com/2020/03/21/theelectric-car-price-tipping-point/.
Jessica Corbett, "Milan's Plan to Limit Cars After COVID-19 Lockdown Lauded as
'Excellent Example of #BuildBackBetter': "Of course, we want to reopen the economy, but we
think we should do it on a different basis from before," Common Dreams, April 21, 2020,
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https://www.commondreams.org/news/2020/04/21/milans-plan-limit-cars-after-covid-19lockdown-lauded-excellent-example?cdorigin=rss&utm_term=AO&utm_campaign=Daily%20Newsletter&utm_content=email&utm_so
urce=Daily%20Newsletter&utm_medium=email, reported, "Climate activists from across the
globe on Tuesday welcomed an ambitious new plan for Milan that will, according
to the Guardian, transform 22 miles of street space currently reserved for cars 'with a rapid,
experimental citywide expansion of cycling and walking space to protect residents as
COVID-19 restrictions are lifted.'"
"City of Houston Surprises: 100% Renewable Electricity — $65 Million in Savings in 7
Years," CleanTechnica, May 2nd, 2020, https://cleantechnica.com/2020/05/02/city-of-houstonsurprises-100-renewable-electricity-65-million-in-savings-in-7-years/, reported announced today
[April 30, 2020] that the City of Houston has committed to purchasing 100% renewable
energy through a renewed partnership with NRG Energy as the City’s retail electric
provider.
As part of the contract renewal, the City will power all municipal operations with
renewable energy and realize $65 million in savings over the seven-year contract. Through
the NRG Renewable Select plan, the City will receive 1,034,399 MWh of renewable electricity
annually from a new, third-party utility-scale solar facility in Texas that is dedicated to City
operations."
"Xcel proposes ambitious plan to electrify transportation in Colorado," Environment
America, May 22, 2020, https://environmentamerica.org/blogs/environment-americablog/ame/good-news-positive-environmental-stories-you-may-have-missed-6,
reported,
"Colorado’s largest utility, Xcel Energy, filed a new Transportation Electrification Plan with
the state Public Utilities Commission last Friday, proposing that the utility invest millions
over the next three years to further transportation electrification. The sweeping plan lays
out 20 new programs to spur the installation of residential and office vehicle charging
infrastructure; transition to electric school buses; and boost access to alternative forms of
electric transportation, such as e-bikes and e-scooters.
If approved, these programs will play an important role in meeting the state’s goal of
putting hundreds of thousands more electric vehicles on the road by 2030.
'Transportation electrification is critical to reducing pollution and saving consumers
money,' said Allison Conwell, advocate with COPIRG. 'Utilities can play a big role in electrifying
our transportation because they can provide assistance in ways that other entities can't. We are
excited to see Xcel has gone big on transportation electrification."
The New Mexico Land Office signed the final leases for the Western Spirit Wind
Farm, to be built in Lincoln and Torrance Counties, NM, June 1, 2020. The wind farm will
assist the state from its reliance on fossil fuels, in part, by providing $16 million dollars to the
state's public schools, while providing high paying jobs in construction and site management. It is
a step toward New Mexico's goal of becoming carbon neutral by 2045
(https://wwwnmstatelands.org/2020/06/01commissioner-garcia-richard-western-spirit-winddevelopment/).
Ted Cloak sent the following via E-mail, with an important question at the beginning: "I
thought this sounds great until I read ‘BayoTech employs traditional 'steam methane
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reforming,' or SMR, which is a pressurized heating and cooling process that most chemical
plants use to separate hydrogen from methane.’ If it uses methane as feedstock instead of
water what are the consequences re greenhouse gas emissions? - Ted
Kevin Robinson-Avila, "Revolutionary mobile hydrogen plants made in NM hit the
market," Albuquerque Journal, May 24th, 2020, reported, "New Mexico could soon become a
global hub for the world’s rapidly emerging hydrogen economy, thanks to technology
developed by Albuquerque startup BayoTech Inc.
The company, which was launched in 2015, has built the world’s first compact, mobile,
hydrogen generators that can produce hydrogen anywhere, and at a fraction of the cost of
today’s massive, centralized facilities.
The company just signed its first commercial contract with Nutrien, which bills itself
as the world’s largest supplier of production inputs for agricultural operations. That company will
start using BayoTech’s hydrogen generators this year to produce ammonia, and possibly nitrogen
fertilizer, which require hydrogen as a base chemical."
Tristan Suarez, "Victory Against Oil Industry in Peru," Cultural Survival, February 14,
2020, https://www.culturalsurvival.org/news/victory-against-oil-industry-peru, reported, "A
recent decision by the court of Peru ruled that a particular section of the Amazon basin must be
entirely exempt from any economic interference. As of January 23, 2020, Sierra del Divisor, a
national park in Peru, will now be exempt from any drilling or ecological exploitation that it
might have otherwise suffered. The majority of the region is above three large oil deposits
and were licenses to be distributed, the entire region would have been systematically
extracted and destroyed by oil companies. This event is the culmination of many decades of
work and advocacy in the region and an unprecedented victory for Indigenous communities.
Oil exploitation has been endemic to the Peruvian economy for decades. Throughout
the Amazon, countries with deposits of fossil fuels such as Brazil and Argentina have used their
economic influence over world markets to buy power. Sweeping decisions on borders, land titles,
and property value are ultimately ruled by the needs of the international oil and fossil fuel market.
Peru has historically used their fossil fuel industry as a means of political demarcation and profit.
In 2010, they became the first Amazonian nation to be an exporter of liquified natural gas . From
2001 to 2011, oil prices surged from twenty-three dollars a barrel to one hundred dollars. The
Sierra deL Divisor was created in 2015 by the government of Peru to protect 1.4 million hectares
of biodiversity. At the same time, prospectors and industry leaders were constantly seen within the
territory using dynamite to search for oil deposits around the park. The bill passed on the 23rd of
January shocked the oil industry in Peru, blocking what could have been an ecologically disastrous
situation
for
the
biological
and
social
diversity
of
the
area.
The price of Peruvian industry is Indigenous autonomy, health, and well-being and
massive contamination and destruction of the Amazon. Peru has the largest population of
Indigenous People in Amazon with some 4.4 million falling into around fifty one ethnicities. These
Native groups live between the Andes Mountains and the southern tip of the Amazonian basin.
They are organized into various federations using traditional governance structures through which
they advocate for their rights and their lands with the Peruvian state. However, economic growth
for the urban elite has been considered a federal interest above the rights and well-being of
Indigenous citizens and their lands. and while the country has taken steps to liberalize, they also
continue to exploit. Native people living in communities which produce oil often receive little or
no redistribution of net profits from their labor. Even today as the Amazon burns, oil companies
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in the Basin continue to deforest and pollute waterways in Indigenous communities. Community
members have no other choice than to eat contaminated food and drink, wash, and bathe in
contaminated water. In 2016, Apus or Indigenous leaders from throughout Peru traveled to Lima
to speak out about the conditions decades of oil mining have created. One Indigenous mother said
the following, “We cannot avoid the contamination, and yet the oil spills continue to happen. The
hydrocarbons, lead, and cadmium are in our bodies. I grew up in an era of contamination- I am
contaminated. But I don’t want my children or my grandchildren to continue being contaminated.
'We don’t have health services, and our children need adequate care."
There have been, however, large legal victories secured in the wake of this large-scale
ecological destruction. In 2011, Indigenous advocates won a landmark case in which prior and free
consultation of Indigenous communities must be provided by corporate and federal agencies. This
guarantees that Indigenous people within the country must be included in any dialogue concerning
the distribution and exploitation of their territories and communal holdings. Beyond this, it led to
many state sponsored programs cataloging ethnicities, documenting community concerns, forming
groups to aid in clean ups of polluted territories. However, it has done little to stem the current and
previous efforts of the government to propagate its own economic ends. For example, the catalogue
of Indigenous ethnicities the state created failed to fully incorporate the Quechua peoples, which
led to their exemption from dialogues with the Ministry of Energy and Mines.
Indigenous activists such as Alberto Pizango have worked to push laws through the
Peruvian courts to protect Indigenous lands. He and others from many tribes such as Jose
Fachin have been consistently threatened with violence and retribution by Peruvian police.
In 2009, activists clashed with police over the construction of an oil drilling and mega development
site in Bagua Grande. After fifty-six days of protest the police and protesters clashed killing
twenty-four officers and an unknown number of protesters. Alberto Pizango was forced to flee the
country as large scale violence began to escalate. In response to this, the Peruvian government
produced laws protecting forests and ecological sites in the region. Even in the wake of the state’s
protection of Sierra del Divisor, activists continue to be harassed by officers. The UN Special
rapporteur on the situation of human rights defenders, Michel Forst, attended an event for activists
on January 31st. There Indigenous leaders and legal advisors talked about the oppression they’ve
suffered under the Peruvian state. Jose Fachin, a prominent activist and member of the Quechua
people, said the following: 'After 50 years of oil activity, in the case of Loreto, which has done a
lot of damage to the Peruvian Amazon, we want to decide what happens in our territory, but also
look for ways to prevent and protect the leaders, lawyers and allies that they have suffered
discredit, intimidation among other accusations for devoting themselves to defending our brothers
and sisters.'
One of the lawyers responsible for the protection of the Sierra del Divisor, Martiza Quispe,
has an extensive record of defending Indigenous land rights. In May of 2019, she and Miguel
Barboza Lopez opposed the construction of the Chadin 2 Hydroelectric Power Plant in Cajamarca.
They argued successfully that the grounds to build the plant on the Maranon river were
unjustifiable. Firstly, no consultation was done with any peasant or local Awajun community by
either the state or the companies responsible. Secondly, she argued that the state made no real
considerations on the environmental impacts such a plant would pose to the surrounding
environment. 'Likewise, it should be noted that said project with or without its execution is within
the portfolio of projects of the Peruvian State, so it does not take into account the serious effects
that construction can generate, as happened in the countries of Brazil , Colombia and Laos'. Using
other countries as a metric for ecological destruction, Martiza opposed the construction of the plant
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as both an Indigenous and national interest. Similarly in October of 2019, she appeared as a speaker
on Indigenous and ecological rights at a talk in the city of Abancay. There she spoke with similar
experts on issues pertaining to oil drilling and deforestation. 'There is a need to apply two
fundamental principles established in environmental law: prevention and precaution. Otherwise,
the history of contamination in mining areas by extractive activities will be repeated. Likewise, it
is essential to remind the State that, in accordance with article 7 of ILO Convention 19, indigenous
peoples have the right to decide their own development models, insofar as it affects their lives,
beliefs and institutions.'”
Jake Johnson, "Landmark Win in 'Fight for Habitable Future' as Jury Refuses to Convict
Climate Activists Who Presented Necessity Defense: 'When citizens are told the truth about the
climate crisis—which is the first of Extinction Rebellion's demands—they take appropriate and
responsible action, as our jury did, and we thank them,'" Common Dreams, February 28, 2020,
https://www.commondreams.org/news/2020/02/28/landmark-win-fight-habitable-future-juryrefuses-convict-climate-activists-who?cdorigin=rss&utm_term=AO&utm_campaign=Daily%20Newsletter&utm_content=email&utm_so
urce=Daily%20Newsletter&utm_medium=email, Reported, "Environmentalists celebrated a
landmark victory in the 'fight for a habitable future" after a Portland, Oregon jury on
Thursday refused to convict five Extinction Rebellion activists—including valve turner Ken
Ward—who presented the climate necessity defense at their trial for blockading a train track
used by Zenith Energy to transport crude oil."
Jake Johnson, "'Holy Crap This Is Insane': Citing Coronavirus Pandemic, EPA Indefinitely
Suspends Environmental Rules: "The EPA uses this global pandemic to create loopholes for
destroying the environment. This is a schoolbook example for what we need to start looking out
for," Common Dreams, March27, 2020, https://www.commondreams.org/news/2020/03/27/holycrap-insane-citing-coronavirus-pandemic-epa-indefinitely-suspends-environmental?cdorigin=rss&utm_term=AO&utm_campaign=Daily%20Newsletter&utm_content=email&utm_so
urce=Daily%20Newsletter&utm_medium=Email, reported, "The Environmental Protection
Agency, headed by former coal lobbyist Andrew Wheeler, announced on Thursday a
sweeping and indefinite suspension of environmental rules amid the worsening coronavirus
pandemic, a move green groups warned gives the fossil fuel industry a 'green light to pollute
with impunity.'
Under the new policy (pdf), which the EPA insisted is temporary while providing no
timeframe, big polluters will effectively be trusted to regulate themselves and will not be punished
for failing to comply with reporting rules and other requirements. The order—applied retroactively
beginning March 13, 2020—requests that companies 'act responsibly' to avoid violations.
'EPA is committed to protecting human health and the environment, but recognizes
challenges resulting from efforts to protect workers and the public from COVID-19 may directly
impact the ability of regulated facilities to meet all federal regulatory requirements,' Wheeler said
in a statement. 'This temporary policy is designed to provide enforcement discretion under the
current, extraordinary conditions, while ensuring facility operations continue to protect human
health and the environment.'
Critics, such as youth climate leader Greta Thunberg, accused the Trump administration of
exploiting the coronavirus crisis to advance its longstanding goal of drastically rolling back
environmental protections.
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'The EPA uses this global pandemic to create loopholes for destroying the environment,"
tweeted Thunberg. "This is a schoolbook example for what we need to start looking out for.'
Cynthia Giles, former head of the EPA's Office of Enforcement under the Obama
administration, told The Hill that the new policy is "essentially a nationwide waiver of
environmental rules for the indefinite future."
'It tells companies across the country that they will not face enforcement even if they emit
unlawful air and water pollution in violation of environmental laws, so long as they claim that
those failures are in some way 'caused' by the virus pandemic,' said Giles. 'And it allows them an
out on monitoring too, so we may never know how bad the violating pollution was.'
The EPA's order, for which the oil industry aggressively lobbied, represents the latest effort
by the Trump administration to use the coronavirus pandemic to advance right-wing policies that
would likely not be permitted—or would at least face greater scrutiny—under normal
circumstances.
As Common Dreams reported last week, the White House is advancing an assault on
public-sector unions, xenophobic border policies, and other objectives amid the coronavirus
pandemic, which has officially infected more than 85,000 people in the United States as of Friday
morning.
'Outrageous,' tweeted Rep. Mark Pocan (D-Wis.), co-chair of the Congressional
Progressive Caucus, in response to the EPA's new policy. "Suspending all environmental
regulations indefinitely? This has nothing to do with coronavirus. This has everything to do with
protecting Big Business.'
Our work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-Share Alike 3.0 License."
Jessica Corbett, "In 'Targeted Strike' Against Environmental and Racial Justice, Trump
EPA Curbs State Power to Reject Fossil Fuel Projects: 'This president and this administration are
at war with justice and well-being—particularly for the communities that lack these fundamentals
the
most,'"
Common
Dreams,
June
2,
2020,
https://www.commondreams.org/news/2020/06/02/targeted-strike-against-environmental-andracial-justice-trump-epa-curbs-state-power?cdorigin=rss&utm_term=AO&utm_campaign=Daily%20Newsletter&utm_content=email&utm_so
urce=Daily%20Newsletter&utm_medium=Email, reported, "With the nation focused on the
coronavirus pandemic and protests against U.S. police brutality that have sprung up across
the globe, the Trump administration continues to quietly attack federal policies that protect
public health and the environment to limit the legal burdens faced by planet-wrecking fossil
fuel companies.
The Environmental Protection Agency on Monday announced a final rule (pdf)
about the Clean Water Act Section 401 certification process for energy infrastructure
projects. The rule, first proposed in August 2019, sets a one-year deadline for permitting
decisions and restricts the scope of what state and tribal officials can consider.
'Donald Trump and his administration are nothing if not vindictive, spiteful, and
capricious,' Food & Water Action executive director Wenonah Hauter said in a statement
Tuesday. 'This new rule from the EPA, which seeks to undermine a bedrock environmental
law and hamstring the rights of states to protect communities from water contamination and
climate change, is just the latest example.'
The Trump administration has completed 66 rollbacks of climate and environmental
policies and is pursuing 34 more, which brings the first term total so far to 100, according to
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a New York Times analysis updated on May 20. The greatest number of completed and in progress
rollbacks relate to air pollution and emissions; 11 are about water.
Critics slammed the president and EPA Administrator Andrew Wheeler, a former
coal lobbyist, for curbing states' power to protect residents and the planet by rejecting dirty
energy projects—and for making yet another assault on national environmental safeguards
in the midst of multiple global crises.
The administration's new rule, Hauter declared, 'is a direct response to repeated actions by
concerned local communities and responsible state officials in New York and elsewhere to reject
dangerous fossil fuel projects that have no business being built where they're not wanted.'
'Like so much of what Trump is pursuing now, this is a targeted strike against
environmental justice and racial justice,' she said. 'It's a fact that people of color and low-income
communities are disproportionately impacted by the air pollution, water contamination, and
climate chaos produced by fossil fuel projects."
'As we're seeing so clearly now across society,' Hauter added, 'this president and this
administration are at war with justice and well-being—particularly for the communities that
lack these fundamentals the most.'
Wheeler said in a statement Monday that new rule comes in response to an April
2019 executive order from Trump, and is intended to 'curb abuses of the Clean Water Act that have
held our nation's energy infrastructure projects hostage, and to put in place clear guidelines that
finally give these projects a path forward.'
Wheeler also reportedly took aim at New York Democratic Gov. Andrew Cuomo, calling
the governor's rejection of the Constitution Pipeline 'probably the worst environmental decision
by an elected official last year.' The canceled pipeline would have brought fracked gas from
Pennsylvania to the New York's Southern Tier.
In a series of major wins for climate campaigners, New York regulators and Cuomo have
also repeatedly blocked construction of the $1 billion Williams Pipeline. Citing a longtime EPA
employee, HuffPost explained how the new rule could impact state deliberations over projects
including that one:
Pipelines―like the Williams Pipeline, which aimed to carry gas from the fracking
fields of western Pennsylvania to homes in New York City and beyond―"might cross 20, 30,
40 streams, and each stream requires permits," said Mark Ryan, who specialized in Clean
Water Act enforcement and permitting during his 24 years as the former EPA regional
counsel for the Seattle area.
'With these very, very complex permits like with pipelines, the states will say, 'OK,
we want more information... but we don't want to deny certification, but you have to
withdraw the permit application,'' he said. 'This new rule says states can't do that.'
That means states must either grant or deny permits within 12 months or the EPA
will deem the state permit waived. This incentivizes pipeline companies to withhold
information states would need to fully assess a projects' impacts on water 'to try to force the
state to certify the permit,' Ryan said. [While it often will not happen, it is also possible that a
state agency or governor might say, "We consider the permit denied unless and until we approve
it. If we do not have all the information necessary and cannot approve the process in that time, we
regret that the permit is denied. To change this situation please ask the E.P.A. to change the time
limit].
Ryan told the Times the rule is 'a pretty significant retreat from what they were doing
the last 40 years' and could be 'very vulnerable' to a legal challenge considering past rulings,
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including a 1994 U.S. Supreme Court decision. As he put it: 'The EPA will have a very hard
time convincing the Supreme Court that its current interpretation of the Clean Water Act is
correct.'
Hauter vowed that Food & Water Action 'will be pursuing all avenues available—
legal, electoral, and otherwise—to ensure that states have the right to reject fossil fuels as
they see fit, and support vulnerable communities everywhere seeking to protect themselves
from this malicious administration.'
Jake Johnson, 'This Is Why We Continue to Fight': Indigenous Leaders Outraged as Trans
Mountain Pipeline Spills 50,000 Gallons of Crude Oil: 'We cannot continue to have our land
desecrated
by
oil
spills,'"
Common
Dreams,
June
15,
2020,
https://www.commondreams.org/news/2020/06/15/why-we-continue-fight-indigenous-leadersoutraged-trans-mountain-pipeline-spills?cdorigin=rss&utm_term=AO&utm_campaign=Daily%20Newsletter&utm_content=email&utm_so
urce=Daily%20Newsletter&utm_medium=Email, reported,
"Indigenous leaders are
demanding that the Canadian government immediately halt the ongoing expansion of the
Trans Mountain pipeline after the leakage of an estimated 50,000 gallons of crude oil at a
pump station in British Columbia on Saturday—a spill that once again confirmed warnings
of the fossil fuel project's grave threat to the environment.
Chief
Dalton
Silver
of
Sumas
First
Nation
said
in
a statement (http://www.sumasfirstnation.com/wpcontent/uploads/2020/06/2020June14_UBCIC_NewsReleaseTMSpill.pdf) Sunday that 'we
cannot continue to have our land desecrated by oil spills.'
'The proposed Trans Mountain expansion route would see an additional pipeline
crossing one of our sacred sites, Lightning Rock, at two spots,' said Silver. 'We will do
absolutely everything we can to prevent this from happening—an oil spill at Lighting Rock would
be horrific for our people.'
Leah George-Wilson, chief of Tsleil-Waututh Nation, said spills from the Trans Mountain
pipeline—which the Canadian government purchased from Kinder Morgan in 2018 despite
widespread opposition—are 'inevitable, can't be fully cleaned up, and have devastating effects.'
'This most recent spill is another reminder that the risk is too great to accept," said
George-Wilson. 'The Trans Mountain pipeline has already spilled more than 80 times since
it began operating. This is why we continue to fight the Trans Mountain Expansion in the courts.'"
Our work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-Share Alike 3.0 License."
Charlie Smith, "Petroleum lobby group calls on Ottawa to back off climate agenda and
cancel implementation of UNDRIP," straight.com, April 17, 2020 at 6:08 AM,
https://www.straight.com/news/petroleum-lobby-group-calls-on-ottawa-to-back-off-climateagenda-and-cancel-implementation-of, reported, "The Canadian Association of Petroleum
Producers has asked the Trudeau government to delay a long list of environmental measures
in the wake of the COVID-19 pandemic and crashing oil and gas prices."
"The March 27 letter, which was released this morning by Environmental Defence,
calls for postponing the development and consideration of any additional measures related
to the climate, including the strategic assessment of climate change."
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"The Trump administration, In February 2020, finalized plans allowing gas and oil
drilling and mining in the Grand Staircase-Escalante National Monument in Utah (Utah
Lands Officially Open to Oil and Gas Exploration," The New York Times, February 7, 2020).
Lisa Friedman, "A War Against Climate Science, Waged by Washington’s Rank and File:
Efforts to block research on climate change don’t just come from the Trump political appointees on
top. Lower managers in government are taking their cues, and running with them," The New York
Times, June 15, 2020https://www.nytimes.com/2020/06/15/climate/climate-science-trump.html,
reported, "Efforts to undermine climate change science in the federal government, once
orchestrated largely by President Trump’s political appointees, are now increasingly driven by
midlevel managers trying to protect their jobs and budgets and wary of the scrutiny of senior
officials, according to interviews and newly revealed reports and surveys."
Benjamin Mueller and Mark Landler, "U.K. Court Blocks Heathrow Airport Expansion on
Environmental Grounds: The Court of Appeal said the government failed to take its climate change
commitments into account, a decision that carries global implications," The New York Times,
February 27, 2020, https://www.nytimes.com/2020/02/27/world/europe/heathrow-airport-thirdrunway-uk.html, reported, "Britain’s Court of Appeal issued a landmark ruling on Thursday
that stymied plans to build a third runway at Heathrow Airport in London, declaring that
the government illegally neglected its commitments to reduce carbon emissions and protect
the planet from dangerously high temperatures.
The ruling, among the first in the world to measure a state’s infrastructure plans
specifically against its promises under the Paris Agreement on climate change, threw the
expansion of Heathrow into doubt and opened up a new frontier for legal challenges to major
projects in Britain and around the world."
Jessica Corbett, "Climate Watchdog Warns US Fracking Boom Leading to 30% Rise in
Greenhouse Gas Emissions by 2025: 'This analysis shows that we're heading in the wrong direction
and really need to slow emissions growth from the oil, gas, and petrochemical industries,'"
Common
Dreams,
January
8,
2020,
https://www.environmentalintegrity.org/wpcontent/uploads/2020/01/Greenhouse-Gases-from-Oil-Gas-and-Petrochemical-Production.pdf,
reported, "Planet-heating pollution from the U.S. oil, gas, and petrochemical industries could
rise about 30% by 2025 compared with 2018 because of additional drilling and 157 new or
expanded projects 'fueled by the fracking boom,' an environmental watchdog group warned
Wednesday.
That estimated emissions increase is equal to 'as much greenhouse gas pollution as 50 new
coal-fired power plants,' the U.S.-based Environmental Integrity Project (EIP) explained in a
statement announcing the new analysis.
The EIP report—titled, 'Greenhouse Gases from Oil, Gas, and Petrochemical Production'
(pdf: https://www.environmentalintegrity.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/Greenhouse-Gasesfrom-Oil-Gas-and-Petrochemical-Production.pdf)—details recent and potential future emissions
from U.S. petroleum and natural gas systems, chemical manufacturing, and oil refineries based
on data reported to the Environmental Protection Agency, fossil fuel production projections from
the Department of Energy, and permits that companies are seeking or have acquired."
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But the COPID-19 economic slowdown greatly reducing fossil fuel use and dropping oil
prices to very low levels changed the situation, at least temporarily. Kendra Chamberlain, "Oil and
gas, environmentalists in rare agreement over [the New Mexico] State Land Office’s emergency
rule on shut down wells," New Mexico Political Report, April 19, 2020,
https://nmpoliticalreport.com/2020/04/18/oil-and-gas-environmentalists-in-rare-agreement-overstate-land-offices-emergency-rule-on-shut-downwells/?mc_cid=321c01177d&mc_eid=826ba2a634, reported, "Representatives from both oil
and gas producers and environmental groups found themselves agreeing on the State Land
Commissioner Stephanie Garcia Richard’s emergency rulemaking for oil and gas
production on state land during an online tele-hearing.
The State Land Office announced earlier in April that it would begin an emergency
rulemaking process to allow oil lessees to temporarily stop oil production without penalty for
at least thirty days, in hopes of restarting production when the price of oil has recovered
some."
As West Texas Crude oil prices dipped below $0 a barrel, to -$37, April 20, 2020,
Adam Kolton, Executive Director, Alaska Wilderness League reported by E-mail,
"Today, Citigroup released an updated energy policy that rules out financing for oil and gas
exploration, development and production projects in the Arctic, including the Arctic National
Wildlife Refuge."
Julia Conley, "'Exceptionally Troubling': Researchers Show Hack-for-Hire Operation
Targeted Groups Fighting for Climate Action and Net Neutrality: 'If the investigation demonstrates
that Exxon is behind these attacks, it only shows how far the fossil fuel industry will go to silence
critics,'"
Common
Dreams,
June
10,
2020,
https://www.commondreams.org/news/2020/06/10/exceptionally-troubling-researchers-showhack-hire-operation-targeted-groups?cdorigin=rss&utm_term=AO&utm_campaign=Daily%20Newsletter&utm_content=email&utm_so
urce=Daily%20Newsletter&utm_medium=Email, reported, "The Canadian digital watchdog
group Citizen Lab reported Tuesday that a hack-for-hire group targeted thousands of
organizations around the world, including climate advocacy groups involved in
the #ExxonKnew campaign.
Groups that have asserted ExxonMobil knew about and hid data linking fossil fuel
extraction to the climate crisis for years were among those that faced phishing attempts by a group
dubbed 'Dark Basin' by Citizen Lab. According to the research, numerous progressive groups—
including Public Citizen, Greenpeace, 350.org, and Oil Change International—were among
those targeted.
After an extensive multi-year investigation, Citizen Lab reported that it has linked Dark
Basin 'with high confidence' to BellTroX InfoTech Services, a technology company based in India
which has publicly stated its hacking capabilities.
In 2017 when Citizen Lab began its investigation, the group believed Dark Basin could be
state-sponsored, but soon determined it was likely a hack-for-hire operation. Its targets—which
also included journalists, elected officials, and digital rights groups that have lobbied for net
neutrality—'were often on only one side of a contested legal proceeding, advocacy issue, or
business deal.'
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The watchdog has not been able to definitively link Dark Basin's phishing efforts to
particular entities which would have an interest in threatening the #ExxonKnew campaign and net
neutrality advocates.
'That said, the extensive targeting of American nonprofits exercising their First
Amendment rights is exceptionally troubling,' wrote Citizen Lab in its report.
A global hack-for-hire scheme, Citizen Lab wrote, 'is a serious problem for all sectors
of society, from politics, advocacy, and government to global commerce,' particularly
because the targets have little recourse without a robust investigation by law enforcement.
'Many of Dark Basin's targets have a strong but unconfirmed sense that the targeting is
linked to a dispute or conflict with a particular party whom they know,' the report reads. 'However,
absent a systematic investigation, it is difficult for most individuals to determine with certainty
who undertakes these phishing campaigns and/or who may be contracting for such services,
especially given that Dark Basin's employees or executives are unlikely to be within the
jurisdiction of their local law enforcement.'
350.org responded to the report, noting that Citizen Lab's ongoing investigation could
eventually uncover the fossil fuel industry's involvement. While acknowledging the evidence does
not exist to directly implicate Exxon or any specific corporate actor behind the effort, the group
said it would be deeply troubled to find out the company would behave in such a manner.
'If the investigation demonstrates that Exxon is behind these attacks, it only shows how far
the fossil fuel industry will go to silence critics and avoid accountability for fueling climate
change,' said 350.org.
Net neutrality advocates are accustomed to seeing 'an uptick in breach attempts whenever
we're engaged in heated and high-profile public policy debates,' Tim Karr of Free
Press told CBC Tuesday. Free Press was targeted by Dark Basin in 2017 as President Donald
Trump's FCC was working to repeal net neutrality rules.
'When corporations and politicians can hire digital mercenaries to target civil society
advocates, it undermines our democratic process,' Evan Greer, deputy director of digital rights
group Fight for the Future, told CBC.
Our work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-Share Alike 3.0 License."
Kendra Chamberlain, "Hidden exposures: Studies point to unsafe levels of formaldehyde
exposure in oil and gas communities in NM," New Mexico Political Report, May 20, 2020,
https://nmpoliticalreport.com/2020/05/20/hidden-exposures-studies-point-to-unsafe-levels-offormaldehyde-exposure-in-oil-and-gas-communities-innm/?mc_cid=2d5747bc80&mc_eid=cde7993ced, reported that studies around fracking sites in
New Mexico found periodic high levels of formaldehyde - which "will cause irritation of the
respiratory tract, it can lead to throat and nose cancer, chronic respiratory inflammation
and bronchitis" - as well as other pollutants. “Formaldehyde was detected at all sites at
unhealthy levels.”
"Residents living among oil and gas development areas across the United States,
including New Mexico’s two energy-producing areas of the state, have complained for years
about symptoms that they say are caused by nearby oil and gas activity. Those symptoms
include nosebleeds, headaches, upper respiratory issues, asthma, migraines, and throat and
nose cancer.
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The HIA report findings point to a likely culprit: short-term, intense bursts of elevated levels
of chemicals like formaldehyde, chloromethane, methylene chloride and chloroethylene that
exceed state and federal standards, along with high levels of particulate matter."
350.org reported by E-mail, May 15, 2020, "Moments ago, the New York State
Department of Environmental Conservation released its long awaited decision on a key
permit for the Williams fracked gas pipeline in NYC.
Not only did they deny the permit, but the company cannot reapply again – which
means the project is stopped for good!"
New
Mexico
Political
Report,
May
7,
2020,
https://mailchi.mp/nmpoliticalreport.com/environment-wrap-up-471677?e=cde7993ced,
reported, "The U.S. Bureau of Land Management (BLM) decided last week to move forward
with a public engagement process for plans to expand drilling in the Greater Chaco region,
even as the communities in northwestern New Mexico, who are currently struggling with a
surge in COVID-19 cases, have repeatedly requested an extension to the process."
"NM could be left on the hook for oil and gas clean up: New Mexico could be faced with
billions in environmental cleanup costs if oil and gas companies go bankrupt as a result of low
prices and the COVID-19 pandemic."
Climate change is radically changing conditions and life in the Himalayas. Some areas
have more water coming to them from increased glacier melt, while others have become dry,
particularly in Nepal, making farming and grazing from very difficult to impossible, forcing
an increasing migration from many villages (Bhadra Sharma and Kai Schultz, As Himalayas
Warm, Nepal’s Climate Migrants Struggle to Survive: Pushed out of their village by a drought and
lack of food, a group of Nepalis are fighting to amplify the voices of those forced to relocate by
the
planet’s
warming,"
The
New
York
Times, April
5,
2020,
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/04/05/world/asia/nepal-himalayas-glacier-climate.html).
Somini Sengupta and Shola Lawal, "The Original Long Islanders Fight to Save Their Land
From a Rising Sea: Shinnecock Indians are using nature-based solutions to calm the waves and
restore the beaches that protect their lands," The New York Times, March 5, 2020,
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/03/05/climate/shinnecock-long-island-climate.html, reported, "A
maritime people who once spanned a large swath of the eastern Long Island shore, the Shinnecock
Indians have been hemmed into a 1.5-square-mile patch of land on the edge of a brackish
bay. Now, because of climate change, they’re battling to hold on to what they have left.
Rising seas are threatening to eat away at the Shinnecock lands. But the tribe is using
everything at its disposal to calm the waves and restore a long, slim beach at the edge of
Shinnecock Bay: dredged sand, sea grasses, beach grasses, boulders, oyster shells.
It’s a forever battle. Climate change is swelling and heating the world’s oceans at an
accelerating pace. Inevitably, the Shinnecock will have to bring more sand to replenish what the
rising tide keeps washing away. More grass will have to be planted. This spring, Shavonne Smith,
director of the tribe’s environmental department, wants to expand the oyster reef designed to
dissipate the energy of the waves."
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Green
America,
https://www.greenamerica.org/?utm_source=email&utm_medium=emaillist&eType=EmailBlast
Content&eId=bd23cadc-a03d-4c5c-a0be-81347ad7383f, reported, April 21, 2020, "During these
difficult times, we could all use some positive news. In celebration of Earth Week, we wanted to
spread inspiration by highlighting two major achievements for people and the planet of Crofter’s
Organic. Crofters is a certified member of our Green Business Network – businesses that are
leaders in building the green economy!
Crofters has greened the making of jam, from field to jar.
By creating their own closed-loop water system, Crofters has reduced its
water consumption by over 85%.
Even though the company is located in an area abundant in fresh water in Northern Ontario,
Canada, the company recognized the importance of this resource globally. To reduce the amount
of water which is wasted due to the nearly constant use of water to clean equipment (jam is messy!)
and the need for substantial amounts of water for its cooling tunnel, Crofters built two of its very
own wastewater treatment plants right within its facility. These treatment plants take water
contaminated with debris and dissolved sugars and return them to a reusable state. (See film on
Crofters
water
work
at:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5j2ctc5e2FA&feature=youtu.be&eType=EmailBlastContent
&eId=bd23cadc-a03d-4c5c-a0be-81347ad7383f).
Crofters seeks out and maintains long standing relationships with suppliers that share a
mutual interest in a sustainable and equitable food systems. One of the company’s longest standing
suppliers, The Green Cane Project in Brazil, has completely upended the norms of sugar cane
farming and exemplifies that shared vision for environmental protection and social justice.
Together, they are combatting deforestation, restoring biodiversity and soil
health, and providing social benefits for employees and families. (A film on the sustainable
sugar
production
work
is
at:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iuLo_uUPfU&feature=youtu.be&eType=EmailBlastContent&eId=bd23cadc-a03d-4c5c-a0be81347ad7383f).
Crofters Organic is a pioneer in the sustainable food movement, adopting organic practices
since 1989! Sustainability and social justice have always been at the core of its business."
Henry Fountain, "‘It Could Happen Anytime’: Scientists Warn of Alaska Tsunami Threat:
A retreating glacier is increasing the risk of a catastrophic landslide and tsunami within a few decades,
researchers
say,"
The
New
York
Times,
May
15,
2020,
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/05/14/climate/alaska-landslidetsunami.html?searchResultPosition=1, reported, "Climate change has increased the risk of a huge
landslide in an Alaskan fjord that could cause a catastrophic tsunami, scientists said Thursday.
Warming temperatures have caused the retreat of a glacier that helps support a steep, milelong slope along one flank of a fjord in Prince William Sound, about 60 miles east of Anchorage.
With only a third of the slope now supported by ice, the scientists said, a landslide could be
triggered by an earthquake, prolonged heavy rain or even a heat wave that could cause extensive
melting of surface snow."
The landslide/tsunami could occur within a year, and is extremely likely within 20
years.
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Andrew Freedman and Jason Samenow, "The strongest, most dangerous hurricanes are
now far more likely because of climate change, study shows: Researchers find, for the first time,
a statistically significant global trend, especially in the Atlantic, The Washington Post, May 18,
2020,
https://www.washingtonpost.com/weather/2020/05/18/hurricanes-stronger-climatechange/?utm_campaign=wp_post_most&utm_medium=email&utm_source=newsletter&wpisrc=
nl_most, reported, "A new study provides observational evidence that the odds of major
hurricanes around the world — Category 3, 4 and 5 storms — are increasing because of
human-caused global warming. The implications of this finding, published Monday in the
Proceedings
of
the
National
Academy
of
Sciences
(https://www.pnas.org/content/early/2020/05/12/1920849117), are far-reaching for coastal
residents, insurers and policymakers, as the most intense hurricanes cause the most damage.
The study, by a group of researchers at the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration and the University of Wisconsin at Madison, builds on previous research that found a
trend, though not a statistically robust one, toward stronger tropical cyclones."

With global warming increasing hurricane season has been arriving earlier. Derrick Bryson
Taylor, "Arthur, the First Named Storm of the Hurricane Season, Forms: A tropical storm warning
was issued for the North Carolina’s Outer Banks, the National Hurricane Center said," The New York
Times,
Published May
17,
2020Updated May
18,
2020, https://www.nytimes.com/2020/05/17/us/tropical-storm-arthur-2020-path.html,
reported,
"The first named storm of the Atlantic hurricane season formed off the coast of Florida over
the weekend and approached North Carolina, making this the sixth consecutive year that a
system formed before the official June 1 start of the season, the National Hurricane Center
said."
Following a period in the U.S. eastern Midwest and Northeast of unusually mild
weather for winter, on some days with record high temperatures in some locations, in early
May 2020, harsh winter weather with snow and in some places record cold swept in (Maria
Cramer and Henry Fountain, "Middle of Winter in May? Freeze to Sweep Northeast," The New
York Times, May 8, 2020).
Rick Rojas, "As Mississippi Flood Crests, Full Damage Is Yet to Be Seen: Heavy rains
swamped a reservoir and pushed the Pearl River over its banks, forcing evacuations," The New
York Times, February 17, 2020, https://www.nytimes.com/2020/02/16/us/mississippi-floodjackson.html, reported, "Officials estimated that more than 2,400 structures would be affected
by the flooding, but the exact extent of the physical damage remains unclear.
February’s torrent of rain, which also produced flooding in Tennessee, has led to fears
of another spring of raging waters in the nation’s South and Midwest. A spokesman for the
Tennessee Valley Authority told The Associated Press that February’s rains have been “400
percent of normal,” and more is expected this week.
As the river in Mississippi reached levels on Sunday that had not been seen in more
than 35 years, Gov. Tate Reeves repeated a pleathat he and other officials started making as soon
as the gravity of the flooding became clear: Get moving. 'Protect yourself,' he said, “and protect
your family.”
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The very heavy spring rains that hit the central U.S. in 2020 have washed a large
amount of chemical fertilizer and other farm chemicals into the Gulf of Mexico, causing what
used to be larger than usual algae blooms. When the algae dies and sinks, decomposing, it
depletes the water of oxygen causing a dead zone killing some sea life and driving others
away. Thus, this year the dead zone will be larger than what used to be usual (perhaps no
longer so with changing weather patterns that for two years in a row have brought increased
rain and flooding), killing sea life and reducing the take and economy of gulf fishermen ("Gulf
of Mexico ‘Dead Zone’ Will Be Large This Summer, Scientists Predict: The low-oxygen zone can
cause harm not just to marine life, but also to those who catch shrimp and fish for their livelihood,"
The New York Times, June 3, 2020, https://www.nytimes.com/2020/06/03/climate/gulf-ofmexico-dead-zone.html).
Arlo Iron Cloud, "Storms cause massive damage," Lakota Times, June 11, 2020,
https://www.lakotatimes.com/articles/storms-cause-massive-damage/, reported, "It is late spring
here on the plains and already we’ve had a series of storms destroy at least one mobile home
– thankfully no one was seriously injured.
Golf ball size hail damaged windows, vehicles and homes. The hail was only part of the
damage. Winds hit an overwhelming 90 mph knocking over trees, large vehicles and causing a
windy mess. The National Weather Service called this an ongoing severe derecho, meaning that
the storm was a wave stretching over 500 miles – from New Mexico all the way to Montana.
Images of sand storms, high winds, heavy rain, hail and a lot of lightning has flooded social media.
According to the National Weather Service, this is the only the second time this has
ever happened."
Richard Fausset and Steve Cavendish, "A Tornado Decimated North Nashville. The
Rebuilding May Destroy Its Soul: A devastating tornado in 1998 transformed East Nashville and
forced many African-American residents to relocate. Now, North Nashville residents fear the same
will
happen
to
them,"
The
New
York
Times,
March
4,
2020,
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/03/04/us/tennessee-tornado.html, reported on a huge set of
extremely powerful tornadoes that cut what used to be an extremely long path across
Tennessee, including in the city of Nashville, "As this city cleans up from nightmare storms
that cut a swath across the central part of the state on Tuesday, killing at least two dozen
people across four counties, some residents of North Nashville also worried that the tornado’s
destruction would exacerbate the forces that have been diluting their neighborhood’s character and
culture."
Ellen Ann Fentress and Richard Fausset, "Dozens Are Killed as Tornadoes and Severe
Weather Strike Southern States: The storm carved a destructive path across six states on Sunday
and Monday, causing widespread damage and cutting power to tens of thousands of customers,"
The New York Times, April 13, 2020, https://www.nytimes.com/2020/04/13/us/tornado-stormsouth.html, reported on a particularly destructive set of tornadoes, "The devastating weather
system started Sunday and barreled across the region into Monday, leaving destruction,
blackouts and heartbreak in its path. More than 30 people died — including at least 11 in
Mississippi, nine in South Carolina and eight in Georgia — making it one of the most
significant natural disasters in the country since government officials began ordering people to
stay home and away from one another in an effort to stop the spread of the virus."
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Wildfire season again began early in once two wet for much burning Florida, with
wildfires having burned more than 2000 acres and forced hundreds of people to evacuate in
the Florida Panhandle, May 8, 2020, with the fires only 35 percent contained (Christine Hauser,
"Wildfires in Florida Force Hundreds to Flee Homes," The New York Times, May 8, 2020).
Chris Field and Eric A. Appel, "Will the Pandemic Make the West More Vulnerable to
Wildfires?: The fight against Covid-19 has disrupted preparations for the fire season," The New York
Times,
May
14,
2020,
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/05/14/opinion/wildfirescoronavirus.html?searchResultPosition=1, reported, "The last thing we need right now is another risk
to worry about. But across much of the American West, wildfires should be a big concern as
summer approaches. This is especially true in Northern California, where the winter of 201920 was exceptionally dry and has set the stage for a potentially frightening wildfire season.
To make matters worse, many of the preparations needed to manage the risk have been disrupted
by the pandemic. Which is why, for the 25 million people in the American West who live in homes
and communities that abut or blend into wild landscapes, now is the time to make these places
safer."
Christine Hauser, "Heavy Rains Flood Parts of Ohio, Stranding Residents: In central and
southern Ohio, hundreds of people have been evacuated from homes and vehicles after a period of
intense
rain,"
The
New
York
Times,
March
20,
2020,
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/03/20/us/ohio-flooding.html, reported, "Heavy rains swamped
communities in central and southern Ohio, leading to road closures and rescues of residents
by boats and at least one military vehicle, officials said on Friday.
At least three inches of rain fell in the region overnight and early on Friday, flooding
roadways and overwhelming waterways when the ground — already saturated from previous rains
— could not hold it all, according to Kathleen Fuller, a spokeswoman for the Ohio Department of
Transportation.
For the central United States, the spring of 2020 has been predicted again to be
stricken by floods and soggy grounds, but not to the same extent a in 2019."
Extremely heavy rains overwhelmed two dams in Michigan causing serious flooding
May19, 2020. Henry Fountain, "‘Expect More’: Climate Change Raises Risk of Dam Failures:
Engineers say most dams in the United States, designed decades ago, are unsuited to a warmer world
and
stronger
storms,"
The
New
York
Times,
May
22,
2020, https://www.nytimes.com/2020/05/21/climate/dam-failure-michigan-climate-change.html,
reported, "The dam that failed in Central Michigan on Tuesday gave way for the same reason
most do: It was overwhelmed by water. Almost five inches of rain fell in the area in the previous
two days, after earlier storms had saturated the ground and swollen the Tittabawassee River,
which the dam held back.
No one can say yet whether the intense rainfall that preceded this disaster was made worse
by climate change. But global warming is already causing some regions to become wetter, and
increasing the frequency of extreme storms, according to the latest National Climate
Assessment. The trends are expected to continue as the world gets even warmer.
That puts more of the nation’s 91,500 dams at risk of failing, engineers and dam safety
experts said."
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Hiroko Tabuchi, "Dam Failure Threatens a Dow Chemical Complex and Superfund
Cleanup,"
The
New
York
Times,
May
20,
2020,
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/05/20/climate/michigan-dam-dow-chemical-superfund.html,
reported, "Floodwaters from two breached dams in Michigan on Wednesday flowed into a
sprawling Dow chemical complex and threatened a vast Superfund toxic-cleanup site
downriver, raising concerns of wider environmental fallout from the dam disaster and
historic flooding."
Michael Levenson, Neil Vigdor and Christine Hauser, "Tornadoes Tear Through
Oklahoma, Louisiana and Texas, Killing at Least 7: Homes were destroyed, two factories were
damaged and thousands were left without power," The New York Times, April 22, 2020,
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/04/22/us/tornado-oklahoma-texas.html, reported, "A series of
powerful tornadoes ripped through Oklahoma, Louisiana and Texas on Wednesday evening,
destroying homes, flipping cars and killing at least seven people, according to the authorities.
Dozens more were injured."
Andrea Germanos, "Emerging Climate-Fueled Megadrought in Western US Rivals Any
Over Past 1,200 Years: Study: 'We now have enough observations of current drought and tree-ring
records of past drought to say that we're on the same trajectory as the worst prehistoric droughts,"
Common Dreams, April 17, 2020, https://www.commondreams.org/news/2020/04/17/emergingclimate-fueled-megadrought-western-us-rivals-any-over-past-1200-years-study?cdorigin=rss&utm_term=AO&utm_campaign=Daily%20Newsletter&utm_content=email&utm_so
urce=Daily%20Newsletter&utm_medium=Email, reported, "The western United States is likely
being gripped by an 'emerging' megadrought partly fueled by the climate crisis, says a study
published Friday.
Researchers claim the region's 19-year drought, from 2000–2018, already rivals that
of any over the past 1,200 years.
'We're no longer looking at projections, but at where we are now, 'said lead author Park
Williams, a bioclimatologist at Columbia University's Lamont-Doherty Earth Observatory, in a
statement. 'We now have enough observations of current drought and tree-ring records of past
drought to say that we're on the same trajectory as the worst prehistoric droughts.'
For the study, published in the journal Science, Williams and the other researchers looked
at nine U.S. states, stretching from Oregon and Montana at the northern and southward
through California and New Mexico. The researchers also included a portion of northern Mexico
in the study.
Using tree ring data to infer yearly soil moisture and plot out the pre-modern data, the
researchers documented four megadroughts—multi-decade droughts—beginning in 800 AD.
The southwest's current drought was worse compared to the ones that took place in
the late 800s, mid-1100s, and the 1200s. The most severe megadrought on record began in
1575, though researchers said the difference between that Medieval one and the current was
slight.
And while natural variability played a role in the current drought, the scientists estimate
about half the blame—47%—lies with the Earth's heating, as warmer air is able to suck up
more ground moisture.
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According to coauthor Benjamin Cook of Lamont and the Goddard Institute for Space
Studies, 'It doesn't matter if this is exactly the worst drought ever' but that 'it has been made much
worse than it would have been because of climate change.'
Natural variability that can drive drought will likely continue, as will global warming,
threatening further upheaval for a region already facing groundwater depletion.
"Because the background is getting warmer, the dice are increasingly loaded toward longer and
more severe droughts," added Williams.
'We may get lucky, and natural variability will bring more precipitation for a while,' he
said. 'But going forward, we'll need more and more good luck to break out of drought, and less
and less bad luck to go back into drought.'
Our work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-Share Alike 3.0 License."
Kendra Pierre-Louis and Nadja Popovich, "California Had Its Driest February on Record.
Here’s How Bad It Was," The New York Times, March 3, 2020,
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2020/03/03/climate/dry-california.html, reported, "Not a
drop of rain fell in downtown San Francisco this February. Or in Big Sur State Park. Or in
Paso Robles. February in California was so dry that it is raising concerns that the state,
which, according to the National Drought Mitigation Center, only fully emerged from
drought last March, may be headed for another one.
'It was the driest February on record,' said Daniel Swain, a climate scientist with the
Institute of the Environment and Sustainability at the University of California, Los Angeles.
Ordinarily, 90 percent of California’s rain falls during the seven-month period
between Oct. 1 and April 30, with half of the state’s total precipitation falling during
December, January and February. The rains that come in February are part of a seasonal pattern
that nourishes plants, replenishes reservoirs and, in the Sierra Nevada mountains, restores the
snowpack that provides up to 30 percent of the state’s drinking water."
Raphael Minder, "Sandstorm Wreaks Havoc in Canary Islands: Red sands carried by winds
from the Sahara have forced airports to close, leaving thousands stranded," The New York Times,
February
24,
2020,
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/02/24/world/europe/canary-islandssandstorm-calima.htmlm reported, "Winds from the Sahara continued to send streams of sand
drifting over the Canary Islands on Monday, creating chaos as the swirling sands forced
planes to be grounded, disrupted traffic and exacerbated wildfires.
Ángel Víctor Torres, the regional president of the islands, a Spanish archipelago, told
Spanish national television that it was the worst such storm to hit the islands in 40 years. He
described its arrival as 'a nightmare weekend.'”
Hari Kumar and Sameer Yasir, "India Cold Wave Breaks Records, Shuts Schools and
Makes Bad Air Worse: Across the north, including New Delhi, plunging temperatures have caused
a run on shelters in a region more used to extreme heat," The New York Times, January 1, 2020,
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/01/01/world/asia/india-cold-pollution.html, reported, "A brutal
cold wave has swept northern India, blanketing streets in freezing fog, intensifying pollution,
disrupting hundreds of flights and prompting school closures.
India’s capital, New Delhi, experienced its coldest day in December in 119 years on
Monday, with the maximum temperature dipping below 49 degrees Fahrenheit (9.4 Celsius), about
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20 degrees below the average for December. Last week, the city broke its longest cold spell in
more than two decades, with 10 consecutive days of extreme weather.
Northern India, with its expanses of farmland and desert, is more accustomed to heat
waves than dangerous cold fronts, both of which have been linked to climate change."
Slowing winds combined with increasing burning of fossil fuels for heating have greatly
increased air pollution, causing increased health problems in the region."
Jeffrey Gettleman and Sameer Yasir, "Cyclone Amphan’s Death Toll Rises to 80 in India
and Bangladesh: The worst damage was reported in the Indian state of West Bengal, home to the
metropolis Kolkata and many small, coastal villages," The New York Times, May 21, 2020,
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/05/21/world/asia/cyclone-amphan-india-bangladesh.html, reported,
"More than 80 people were killed by the powerful cyclone that slammed into India and
Bangladesh on Wednesday, wiping out thousands of homes and drenching low-lying areas in
torrential rain, officials said on Thursday."
The death toll from the giant storm would have been worse had not the storm lost strength
and it approached land and large scale evacuations been undertaken.
Andrea Germanos, "Warnings of 'Catastrophic Consequences' as Locust Swarms Hit India
and Pakistan in Midst of Coronavirus Crisis: For India, the invasion comes alongside 'eviscerating
heat,'"
Common
Dreams,
May
28,
2020,
https://www.commondreams.org/news/2020/05/28/warnings-catastrophic-consequences-locustswarms-hit-india-and-pakistan-midst?cdorigin=rss&utm_term=AO&utm_campaign=Daily%20Newsletter&utm_content=email&utm_so
urce=Daily%20Newsletter&utm_medium=Email, "Farmers in India and Pakistan fear
potentially catastrophic crop damage as another wave of locust swarms wreaks havoc on the
two nations as they continue to battle coronavirus pandemic.
Locusts, as CBS News reported, are "considered the most destructive migratory pest
in the world, with a small swarm of about 40 million locusts capable of gobbling up enough
food for 35,000 people."
For India, the current invasion marks the 'worst plague in nearly three
decades,'Agence France-Presse reported.
'Usually they arrive from Pakistan between July and October and remain focused in
Rajasthan,' added CBS. 'This time, however, weather conditions have helped the swarms
spread into neighboring states.'
The grasshopper-like creatures 'have engulfed around 35,000 hectares in India's
seven heartland states, threatening some vegetable and pulse crops,' Reuters reported,
Tuesday, citing information from government officials and farm experts.
The swarms began entering the country last month through neighboring Pakistan's Sindh
province, and farmers fear another June wave of locusts could decimate crops.
The Associated Press reported that India is facing three disasters at once—locusts, Covid-19,
and 'eviscerating heat.' From the AP:
Temperatures soared to 118 degrees Fahrenheit (47.6 degrees Celsius) in the capital
New Delhi this week, marking the warmest May day in 18 years, and 122 F (50 C) in the
desert state of Rajasthan, after the world’s hottest April on record.
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India suffers from severe water shortages and tens of millions lack running water and
air conditioning, leaving many to seek relief under shady trees in public parks and stepwells,
the ancient structures used to harvest rainwater.
Though many people continued wearing masks properly, others pushed them onto chins,
or had foregone them altogether.
K.L. Gurjar, deputy director of India's Locust Warning Organization, said Pakistan may
have been overwhelmed by the huge number of locusts.
Pakistan's farmers have borne the brunt of the damage from the swarms.
Mir Gul Muhammad, who farms in the province of Balochistan, told the Guardian that the
invasions have been the worst he's seen in this lifetime. 'As a farmer, it will take years to recover
from this loss," he said.
From the Guardian:
'Ismail Rahoo, state minister of agriculture for Sindh, described the plague as a. 'dangerous
and catastrophic threat to the economy, agriculture, and food security in Pakistan '
'This year it will be ten times worse than last year. They are attacking from three
sides,' he said. 'The locusts and their eggs have now covered 50,000 square kilometres of
farmland. We are expecting them to infest more than 5m hectares. And they are not just
attacking Sindh province, but also the agricultural areas of Punjab and Balochistan.'
The Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) warned back in January that the
swarms then hitting the Horn of Africa represented 'an unprecedented threat to food
security and livelihoods.' The agency issued another warning in April as a second wave was
spotted that the numbers could surge.
In a statement last week on the locusts affecting the Sahel, Southwest Asia, the Horn of
Africa, and Yemen, the FAO expressed concern about the likelihood of new swarms forming
in June, saying that 'the battle is long and is spreading to new areas.'
'The locusts, combined with the impacts of Covid-19, could have catastrophic
consequences on livelihoods and food security,' said FAO Director-Genera Qu Dongyu.
Our work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-Share Alike 3.0 License."
Moreover, the current locust swarms in India and Pakistan are younger locusts than
usual, so that they spread more quickly, making it more difficult to contain them.
Unusually heavy snows, in early February 2020, brought two consecutive deadly
avalanches to mountainous areas of Turkey, the second killing rescuers trying to find survivors
of the first ("Avalanche in Turkey Kills Dozens of Rescuers Responding to Earlier Slide: Soldiers,
village guards, firefighters and civilians were among those looking for survivors of one avalanche
when they were buried by a second," The New York Times, February 5, 2020,
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/02/05/world/europe/turkey-avalanches.html).
Jessica Corbett, "Trapped in a Nightmare Situation': Philippines Typhoon Offers Glimpse
of Climate Disaster Amid Pandemic: 'A global pandemic does not mean the climate crisis has
stopped,' says 350.org. 'If anything, it has only exacerbated the problem,'" Common Dreams, ay
14,
2020,
https://www.commondreams.org/news/2020/05/14/trapped-nightmare-situationphilippines-typhoon-offers-glimpse-climate-disaster-amid?cdorigin=rss&utm_term=AO&utm_campaign=Daily%20Newsletter&utm_content=email&utm_so
urce=Daily%20Newsletter&utm_medium=Email, reported, "The worldwide outbreak of a
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deadly virus is now dovetailing with another grave global threat: increasingly hazardous
extreme weather due to the climate crisis.
Typhoon Vongfong slammed into the eastern Philippines on Thursday, making the
first of numerous landfalls expected in the coming days and causing tens of thousands of
people to contend with evacuations complicated by health risks of crowded emergency
shelters due to the ongoing coronavirus pandemic.
The first typhoon of the 2020 Western Pacific season, known locally as Ambo, made
landfall over San Policarpo in the Eastern Samar province of the Philippines at 12:15 pm local
time, according to the Philippine Atmospheric, Geophysical, and Astronomical Services
Administration (PAGASA).
The Southeast Asian country, a cluster of over 7,000 islands in the Western Pacific
Ocean, is home to about 106.7 million people. The Johns Hopkins global coronavirus tracker on
Thursday showed that the Philippines had over 11,800 confirmed Covid-19 cases and at least 790
related deaths, though those figures may be too low due to limited testing.
'Provincial and city governments, many of which are already strapped for resources
due to the outbreak, are grappling with logistical and space issues, with an estimated 200,000
people needed to be moved from their homes in coastal and mountainous areas because of
fears of flooding and landslides,' Reuters reported. 'With an average of 20 typhoons every year
hitting the Philippines... challenges faced by stretched-thin local governments offer a grim
preview of disaster response in the time of Covd-19.'
On the Island of Samar, the powerful typhoon 'sheared roofs from houses, uprooted
coconut trees, and dumped heavy rain as it made landfall,' according to Agence France-Presse.
The news agency detailed how even though the Eastern Samar province doesn't yet have any
confirmed Covid-19 cases, public health concerns still made efforts to shelter impacted residents
more difficult:
Because of the twin threat of the storm and the virus, evacuation centers in the central
Philippines said they will only accept half their capacity and evacuees will have to wear face
masks.
Hundreds of thousands live in coastal areas and flimsy homes near where the storm blasted
ashore, and tens of millions more on the storm's forecast path that runs near the capital Manila.
'We are trapped in a nightmare situation where we face the threat of the storm as well as
Covid,' evacuee Mary Ann Encinares said at a shelter, where she and her children had fashioned
masks out of handkerchiefs and rubber bands.
As the region was battered Thursday by intense wind and rain, Eastern Samar Gov. Ben
Evardone explained in an interview with CNN Philippines how the provincial government was
struggling to safely shelter residents, especially considering that evacuation centers were recently
converted to quarantine facilities.
'It's a complicated situation right now in the province. We prepared our evacuation centers
for Covid-19, but we have to deal with the evacuees of Typhoon Ambo. This is a nightmare for us
here,' he said. 'Our problem right now is how we are going to place our people inside and how we
are going to practice social distancing inside the evacuation centers.'
Further complicating the government response, Evardone said, some municipalities were
experiencing communication disruptions because of power outages. He added that because
'we have been dealing with this Covid crisis in the past two months, and most of the resources
of the [local government units] are depleted right now.'
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'Right now, the case with the typhoon is urgent,' said the governor. 'But we will not scale
down our Covid-19 monitoring, because this will cause more danger and it's for the long term.'
There were no immediate reports of deaths or serious injuries from the storm, but
the Associated Press noted that 'the impoverished eastern region initially hit by Vongfong was
devastated in 2013 by Typhoon Haiyan, which left more than 7,300 people dead or missing,
flattened entire villages, swept ships inland, and displaced more than five million'—an example of
the kind of disaster that could strike the country as both the tropical cyclone season and pandemic
continue in the months ahead.
The New York Times reported on Typhoon Vongfong's expected path for the weekend:
Forecasters predicted that it could dump torrential rains by Saturday across a wide area of the
Philippines, including possibly Luzon, the country's largest island, which has a population of 60
million and includes the capital, Manila.
Much of Luzon remains on lockdown because of the coronavirus epidemic, which
could complicate emergency efforts should the storm strike the island with particular force.
'Definitely this is going to add to our emergency situation,' said Harry Roque, a spokesman
for President Rodrigo Duterte. 'While the areas expected to be hit by the typhoon are not heavily
ravaged by Covid-19, we have set some guidelines.'
Roque conceded that based on previous evacuations prompted by typhoons, enforcing the
government's strict social distancing guidelines 'would be a challenge.'
The environmental advocacy group 350.org has spearheaded the international
demand for a 'just recovery' from the pandemic that pairs economic relief with climate
action. On Twitter Thursday, the group connected the typhoon in the Philippines to the
simultaneous public health and climate crises:
Some research has shown that landfalling typhoons over the northwest Pacific have
intensified since the late 1970s.
A 2016 study found the destructive power of typhoons striking East Asia
had intensified by 50% over the preceding four decades because of warming coastal waters.
Lead author and University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill professor Wei Mei said at the time
that 'we want to give the message that typhoon intensity has increased and will increase in the
future because of the warming climate.'
As Typhoon Vongfong made international headlines Thursday, the Weather Channel
also reported on a development halfway around the world: 'The first depression or storm of the
2020 Atlantic hurricane season is expected to form near the Bahamas this weekend, but will only
bring a glancing blow of rain to parts of Florida, and high surf to parts of the Southeast coast.'
Our work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-Share Alike 3.0 License."

•

Muktita Suhartono and Russell Goldman, "Flash Floods in Indonesia Leave Hundreds of
Thousands Homeless: At least 43 people have been killed in the most intense rains to strike Jakarta,
the country’s capital, since record keeping began.
January 2, 2020, https://www.nytimes.com/2020/01/02/world/asia/indonesia-jakarta-rainfloods.html, reported, "Flash floods killed at least 43 people and left hundreds of thousands
homeless in Jakarta, the Indonesian capital, the authorities said on Friday, after the city’s
most intense period of rainfall since record keeping began more than 20 years ago."
Tabita Diela and Stanley Widianto, "After Indonesia’s Deadly Floods, Few Hear Climate
‘Wake Up Call’: At least 60 people in Indonesia’s capital have been killed in floods after the
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biggest
rainfall
since
records
began,
HuffPost,
January
6,
2020,
https://www.huffpost.com/entry/indonesia-jakarta-deadly-floods-climate-wake-upcall_n_5e131bfee4b0b2520d24ea3c?ncid=newsltushpmgnews, reported, "Floods that killed 60
people in Indonesia’s capital after the biggest rainfall since records began should be a wakeup call to climate change in one of the world’s biggest carbon emitters, environmental groups
said.
But, despite the catastrophe in Southeast Asia’s biggest city, authorities see no greater
impetus for more cuts to planned carbon dioxide emission reductions or other measures to
address climate change."
Manuela Andreoni and Letícia Casado, "Powerful Storm Kills 47 in Brazil: Rain is still
pouring over the affected region, overwhelming rescue workers and worsening conditions for the
18,000 people who have been forced from their homes. At least 4 people are missing," The New
York Times, January 27, 2020, https://www.nytimes.com/2020/01/27/world/americas/brazilflood.html,reported, "Heavy rains have swept over southeastern Brazil, leaving at least 47
people dead and four missing and forcing over 18,000 people from their homes.
Several cities and towns suffered landslides and floods as rainwater washed over the state
of Minas Gerais, overflowing rivers, threatening to burst mining dams and leaving rescue workers
scrambling to respond to several emergencies at once.
Rain poured over the region on Monday and is expected to continue for at least two days,
rescue workers said, raising the threat to mining dams in the region."
In the Comoros, off the cost of East Africa, a combination of global warming induced
climate change and massive deforestation in an area that receives more rain than Europe
has caused many rivers to dry up in the dry season, bringing a water crisis (Tommy
Trenchard, "‘There’s No More Water’: Climate Change on a Drying Island: A delicate ecosystem
was disrupted in the Comoros, off East Africa, when forests were cleared to make way for
farmland. The consequences offer lessons for other parts of the developing world the Comoros,
off
East
Africa,"
The
New
York
Times,
April
16,
2020,
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/04/16/world/africa/comoros-climate-change-rivers.html).
In mid-December, Australia reached its highest temperature ever, only to have the next day
even warmer. On December 17, the average high temperature across the country was 105.6
degrees Fahrenheit, as the heatwave continued to spread, and the long drought and the related
fires continued. It was so hot in places, that birds stopped flying and took refuge in the shade
of trees (Jamie Tarabay, "Australia Records Its Hottest Day. At Least for Now: A national heat wave
pushed high temperatures across the country on Tuesday to an average of 105.6 degrees. Even more
heat is in the forecast," The New York Times, December 18, 2019,
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/12/18/world/australia/record-heat.html).
Denise Chow, "Australia is on fire, literally — and so are its climate politics: Australia
faces bushfires and record heat, a double whammy of extremes that has amplified scrutiny of its
climate
politics,"
NBC
News,
December
18,
2019,
https://www.nbcnews.com/science/environment/australia-fire-literally-so-are-its-climate-politicsn1104351, reported, "More than 100 bushfires are raging in Australia as the
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continent swelters under record heat, a double whammy of extremes that has amplified
scrutiny of what experts say is stark inaction from the government on climate change.
Blazes across New South Wales and Queensland have scorched almost 7 million acres,
and Australia experienced its hottest day on record Wednesday, when the average
temperature across the country hit 105 degrees."
As of January 3, 2020, the fires in Australia had continued to become even worse, in
southeast New South Wales and Victoria a state of emergency was declared and thousands
of people were warned to evacuate, as even worse fire days were predicted. In one area a large
number of people fled to the beach, with nowhere else to go. But were trapped there as smoke and
flame made rescue impossible. Livia Albeck-Ripka, Jamie Tarabay and Richard Pérez-Peña, "‘It’s
Going to Be a Blast Furnace’: Australia Fires Intensify: Calling for evacuations along the
southeastern coast, officials said the next few days would be among the worst yet in an already
catastrophic
fire
season,"
The
New
York
Times,
January
3,
2020, https://www.nytimes.com/2020/01/02/world/australia/fires.html, reported, "In just the past
week, at least nine people have died, and many more are unaccounted for. In all, at least 18
people have died in this fire season.
The blazes have consumed more than 1,000 houses, killed countless animals and
ravaged a Pacific coast region of farms, bush, eucalyptus forests, mountains, lakes and
vacation spots. About 15 million acres have been blackened over the past four months, and
more than 100 wildfires are still burning.
With the Southern Hemisphere summer barely underway and the country already
reeling from record-breaking heat, no one expects relief any time soon. No rain is in the
forecast."
Joëlle Gergis, "We are seeing the very worst of our scientific predictions come to pass in
these bushfires: As a climate scientist I am wondering if the Earth system has now breached a
tipping
point,"
The
Guardian,
January
3,
2020, https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2020/jan/03/we-are-seeing-the-very-worstof-our-scientific-predictions-come-to-pass-in-these-bushfires, commented, "Once again,
catastrophic bushfire conditions are bearing down on communities during increasingly
horrific summers in Australia. It has been an unprecedented continuation of the horrendous
bushfires that started as early as spring in south-east Queensland and northern New South
Wales.
As I write this, the Australian navy is evacuating over 800 people from the bushfire
ravaged town of Mallacoota in eastern Victoria. Holiday makers are being forced to abandon
their cars, complete with kids’ bikes strapped to the roof racks, ice melting in Eskies. People
hoping for a carefree break over the new year are instead faced with the extraordinary
position of having to flee for their lives.
Currently, there are tens of thousands of people in coastal NSW and Victoria
stranded in towns where the highways are closed, supermarkets are running out of food, and
queues for petrol snake down the streets of devastated towns. The scenes experienced by
those caught up in the ordeal are being described as apocalyptic – rightly so."
"As a climate scientist, the thing that really terrifies me is that weather conditions
considered extreme by today’s standards will seem sedate in the future. What’s unfolding
right now is really just a taste of the new normal."
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"As I’ve watched the events of this summer unfolding, I’ve found myself wondering
whether the Earth system has now breached a tipping point, an irreversible shift in the
stability of the planetary system.
There may now be so much heat trapped in the system that we may have already triggered
a domino effect that could unleash a cascade of abrupt changes that will continue to play out in the
years and decades to come.
Rapid climate change has the potential to reconfigure life on the planet as we know
it."
"To prepare our nation for the very challenging times ahead, we need political leaders – at
every level – prepared to face this harsh reality."
"Failing to adequately plan for the known threat of climate change in a country like
Australia should now be considered to be an act of treason."
"This summer has been a brutal reminder that no matter how much we want to avoid
addressing the problem of climate change, it simply can no longer be ignored. As this summer
has shown, it is now part of every Australian’s lived experience."
Now is the time for our political leaders to make a choice about which side of history they
want to be on. There is much work to be done, and we are fast running out of time.
"Everyone’s patience has worn thin. The Australian people are justifiably angry and are
now demanding true leadership in the face of this climate emergency.
We have already squandered over a decade debating climate policy in Australia. All the
while, the clear reality of a rapidly destabilising planet accelerates all around us.
There genuinely is no more time to waste. We must act as though our home is on fire
– because it is."
Jake Johnson, "More Than One Billion Animals Killed in Australia Wildfires Called a
'Very Conservative' Estimate: Chris Dickman of the University of Sydney said "without any
doubt at all" the animal death toll has exceeded one billion," Common Dreams, January 7, 2020,
https://www.commondreams.org/news/2020/01/07/more-one-billion-animals-killed-australiawildfires-called-very-conservative?cdorigin=rss&utm_term=AO&utm_campaign=Daily%20Newsletter&utm_content=email&utm
_source=Daily%20Newsletter&utm_medium=Email, reported, "As Australia's catastrophic
wildfires rage on with no end in sight, University of Sydney ecologist Chris Dickman said the number
of animals killed in the blazes has topped one billion—a horrifying figure that the scientist described
as a "very conservative" estimate."
Australia is home to extremely diverse flora and fauna, with many species found no
where else on Earth. Biologists fear that a number of species of small animals may be totally
wiped out by the current fires (Helen Sullivan, "Some of Australia’s Smallest Species Could Be
Lost to Wildfires: Velvet worms, trapdoor spiders: Scientists worry about the fate of the nation’s
many remarkable, overlooked endemic creatures," The New York Times, January 9, 2020,
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/01/09/science/australia-fire-ecology-insects.html).
The very extensive fires are sending up huge clouds of smoke blowing all the way to
Argentina, and perhaps soon beyond. The smoke is causing very serious air pollution, with
related health and pother problems, in Australia, particularly in the east of the country, and
in New Zealand. Whale the dark smoke may have some cooling effect, the tremendous
burning is sending large amounts of carbon dioxide into the atmosphere, increasing global
warming.
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Thomas Fuller, "Reducing Fire, and Cutting Carbon Emissions, the Aboriginal Way: As
blazes rage in southern Australia, Indigenous fire-prevention techniques that have sharply cut
destructive bushfires in the north are drawing new attention," The New York Times, January 16,
2020, https://www.nytimes.com/2020/01/16/world/australia/aboriginal-fire-management.html,
reported, "In the woodlands surrounding her home in the far north of the country, she lights
hundreds of small fires a year — literally fighting fire with fire. These traditional Aboriginal
practices, which reduce the undergrowth that can fuel bigger blazes, are attracting new
attention as Australia endures disaster and confronts a fiery future.
Over the past decade, fire-prevention programs, mainly on Aboriginal lands in
northern Australia, have cut destructive wildfires in half. While the efforts draw on ancient
ways, they also have a thoroughly modern benefit: Organizations that practice defensive
burning have earned $80 million under the country’s cap-and-trade system as they have
reduced greenhouse-gas emissions from wildfires in the north by 40 percent."
While drought and fire continued in some areas of Australia, Jamie Tarabay, "Australia’s
Wild Weather: First Fires, Now Baseball-Size Hail: Severe heat and dry skies have given way to
strong thunderstorms in the country’s southeast, where giant hailstones destroyed cars," The New
York Times, January 20, 2020, https://www.nytimes.com/2020/01/20/world/australia/weatherhail-sydney-canberra.html, reported, "Large hailstones have rained down on Sydney,
Melbourne and Canberra over the past two days, destroying vehicles, punching holes in roofs
and blanketing the lawn in front of Parliament.
"Hailstones were as large as baseballs. Wind gusts topped 70 miles per hour. In some
areas, an inch of rain fell in just 30 minutes. A few places experienced flash flooding.
Thousands of people were left without power."
The effects of climate change are long lasting. Jamie Tarabay and Michelle Elias, "‘Like
Licking an Ashtray’: Fires’ Invisible Threat to Australia’s Wines: The smoke produced by the blazes
that ravaged the country may ruin entire vintages, but detecting contamination is a guessing game,'”
The New York Times, March 6, 2020, , reported, "The bush fires that raged for eight months in
southeastern Australia inflicted widespread damage on the vineyards of the Hunter Valley, not
directly from flames, but through the invisible taint of smoke.
Winemakers like Mr. Riggs have abandoned hopes for some 2020 vintages. Grapes
that were closest to the fires are being left on the vine. Those farther away are being tested
for smoke contamination, though it is an inexact science, and in some cases producers won’t
know whether a wine can be sold until it has fermented in tanks."
Constant Méheut "In Paris, Cafe Terraces Are an Environmental Battleground: Heat lamps
over outdoor tables have become an integral part of Parisian street life. But they are meeting
resistance in the face of climate change," The New York Times, March 11, 2020,
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/03/11/world/europe/paris-terraces-climate-change.html. reported
that Parisians have long enjoyed sitting outside in cafes even in cool weather, thanks to gas
burning heat lamps, but the once very popular custom is increasingly coming under attack
for increasing global warming in the burning of the natural gas.
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Eoin Higgins, "New Report Takes Aim at Five Banking Institutions Backing Amazon
Rainforest Exploitation: 'Five of the world's most powerful financial institutions are actively
contributing to climate change by providing debt and equity financing for crude oil extraction
projects
in
the
Amazon,'"
Common
Dreams,
March
12,
2020,
https://www.commondreams.org/news/2020/03/12/new-report-takes-aim-five-bankinginstitutions-backing-amazon-rainforest?cdorigin=rss&utm_term=AO&utm_campaign=Daily%20Newsletter&utm_content=email&utm_so
urce=Daily%20Newsletter&utm_medium=Email, reported, "A new report from the group
Amazon Watch shows how five of the world's largest financial institutions are funding the
exploitation of the Amazon Rainforest for oil—even as those firms claim to be on the side of
mitigating the climate crisis.
'Five of the world's most powerful financial institutions are actively contributing to
climate change by providing debt and equity financing for crude oil extraction projects in
the Amazon,' reads the report.
The five banks—Citigroup, JPMorgan Chase, Goldman Sachs, HSBC, and
BlackRock—'have made available tens of billions of dollars for oil companies operating in
the Amazon, including GeoPark, Amerisur, Frontera, and Andes Petroleum,' according to the
report.
The five firms have enjoyed good press recently for their stated commitment to curbing the
climate crisis and making investment choices around saving the planet.
But, Amazon Watch said in an accompanying multimedia toolkit, the firms are instead
'pouring money into crude oil extraction in the western Amazon, despite explicit opposition from
indigenous groups on the ground and the worsening of the climate crisis that such activity
promotes.'
Our work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-Share Alike 3.0 License."
Lisa Friedman, "New Research Links Air Pollution to Higher Coronavirus Death Rates," The
New York Times, April 7, 2020, https://www.nytimes.com/2020/04/07/climate/air-pollutioncoronavirus-covid.html, reported, "Coronavirus patients in areas that had high levels of air
pollution before the pandemic are more likely to die from the infection than patients in cleaner
parts of the country, according to a new nationwide study that offers the first clear link between
long-term exposure to pollution and Covid-19 death rates."
Tatiana Schlossberg, "Mountains of medical waste," The New York Times, June 4, 2020,
https://messaging-customnewsletters.nytimes.com/template/oakv2?campaign_id=54&emc=edit_clim_20200610&instance
_id=19271&nl=climatefwd%3A&productCode=CLIM&regi_id=52235981&segment_id=30576&te=1&uri=nyt%3A%2
F%2Fnewsletter%2F00c65f15-5f71-4546-86e4197f839847e8&user_id=2984790c14170290245238c0cd4fd927, reported, "Hospitals and clinics
in United States have a huge and growing environmental footprint, and a big part of that is
waste. The American health care system generates roughly 30 pounds of waste per hospital
bed every day and accounts for about 10 percent of the country’s greenhouse gas emissions.
One of the reasons: In the past decade or so, hospitals have increasingly shifted
toward equipment intended for single use that could possibly be reusable."
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Single use items do not necessarily lower costs or increase staff and patient safety. The
issue has become clearer during the corona virus pandemic, and many hospital workers are
thinking about finding approaches that are more sustainable, healthful and cost effective.
Winnie Lau , "To Solve the Ocean Plastics Problem, the World Needs a Plan: Pew and
partners launch initiative to reduce costly, destructive pollution, PEW, February 25, 2020,
https://www.pewtrusts.org/en/research-and-analysis/articles/2020/02/25/to-solve-the-oceanplastics-problem-the-world-needs-a-plan?utm_campaign=2020-0225+Latest&utm_medium=email&utm_source=Pew, reported, "Beaches littered with soda bottles
and single-use takeout containers; rivers choked with plastic bags and cups; microplastics found
in the deepest part of the ocean. These distressing and all-too-common reports aren’t isolated:
About one truckload of plastic waste is dumped into our ocean every minute, according to a
2016 report from the World Economic Forum. And if things don’t change, that number
could increase to four truckloads per minute by 2050.
All of this plastic is having harmful impacts on marine life. A recent report from the
Convention on Biological Diversity found that between 2012 and 2016, the number of species
documented to have been affected by marine debris, of which plastic is the predominant
source, has risento 817; the primary impacts are from ingestion, entanglement, and habitat
damage or destruction.
Plastic pollution is also taking a toll on people and society. According to a report from
the United Nations Environment Programme, the estimated cost of ocean plastic pollution
on fishing, tourism, and shipping is at least $13 billion annually. And experts do not yet fully
understand how all of this pollution is affecting—or will affect—human health.
Of the 8.3 billion metric tons of plastic ever produced, approximately only 9 percent
has been recycled and an estimated 60 percent has been discarded, with some ending up
polluting our rivers and the ocean. The amount of plastic entering the ocean is projected to
double in the next five years.
The enormity of this problem has led The Pew Charitable Trusts to undertake a twoyear initiative to identify the most effective strategies to address the marine plastic problem.
Working with the global consulting firm SYSTEMIQ, we are conducting a global analysis
that will quantify the ocean plastic pollution between 2016 and 2040 under different
scenarios. We are also engaging with Duke University on a global plastics policy analysis that
considers the responses to this issue by a range of governments around the world.
Separately, Pew is working with a broad range of stakeholders to develop an
evidence-based global roadmap for reducing marine plastic pollution. We expect to release
that roadmap in mid-2020."
John Schwartz, "Where’s Airborne Plastic? Everywhere, Scientists Find: There’s “no nook
or cranny” on the planet where it doesn’t end up, the lead researcher on a new study said," The
New York Times, June 11, 2020, https://www.nytimes.com/2020/06/11/climate/airborne-plasticpollution.html, reported, "Plastic pollution isn’t just fouling the world’s oceans. It is also in the
air we breathe, traveling on the wind and drifting down from the skies, according to a new
study. More than 1,000 tons of tiny fragments rain down each year on national parks and
wilderness areas in the American West alone, equivalent to between 123 million and 300
million plastic bottles worth."
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"While the troublesome presence of plastics in landfills, in the oceans and in
freshwater environments like the Great Lakes is well known, research into airborne
particles is more recent. Previous papers have described finding airborne microplastics in,
among other places, Europe, China and in the Arctic.
The new paper, published Thursday in the journal Science, reports finding plastic in
remote parts of the United States; the researchers collected samples from 11 national parks and
wilderness areas."
The
New
York
Times,
May
6,
2020,
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2020/climate/trump-environmentrollbacks.html?searchResultPosition=1, Nadja Popovich, Livia Albeck-Ripka And Kendra PierreLouis, "The Trump Administration Is Reversing Nearly 100environmental Rules. Here’s the
Full List," provided a complete detailed listing.
"FERC rules clean energy sources must bid higher market price," Reuters, about 12/21/19,
https://mobile.reuters.com/article/amp/idUSKBN1YN2LO?__twitter_impression=true,
reported,
"The U.S. Federal Energy Regulatory Commission on Thursday directed the largest U.S.
power grid operator to force state-subsidized solar and wind electricity providers to raise
market bids, a move that renewable energy companies and environmental groups blasted as a
partisan attempt to protect fossil fuels."
Lisa Friedman, "Trump Rule Would Exclude Climate Change in Infrastructure Planning,"
The New York Times, January 3, 2020, https://www.nytimes.com/2020/01/03/climate/trump-nepaclimate-change.html, "Federal agencies would no longer have to take climate change into
account when they assess the environmental impacts of highways, pipelines and other major
infrastructure projects, according to a Trump administration plan that would weaken the
nation’s benchmark environmental law.
The proposed changes to the 50-year-old National Environmental Policy Act could
sharply reduce obstacles to the Keystone XL oil pipeline and other fossil fuel projects that
have been stymied when courts ruled that the Trump administration did not properly
consider climate change when analyzing the environmental effects of the projects."
Coral Davenport, "Trump Opens National Monument Land to Energy Exploration," The New
York Times, February 6, 2020, https://www.nytimes.com/2020/02/06/climate/trump-grand-staircasemonument.html, reported, "The Trump administration on Thursday finalized plans to allow
mining and energy drilling on nearly a million acres of land in southern Utah that had once
been protected as part of a major national monument."
Lisa Friedman, "E.P.A. Opts Against Limits on Water Contaminant Tied to Fetal Damage:
A new E.P.A. policy on perchlorate, which is used in rocket fuel, would revoke a 2011 finding that
the chemical should be regulated," The New York Times, May 14, 2020,
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/05/14/climate/trump-drinking-waterperchlorate.html?searchResultPosition=1, reported, "The Trump administration will not impose
any limits on perchlorate, a toxic chemical compound that contaminates water and has been
linked to fetal and infant brain damage, according to two Environmental Protection Agency
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staff members familiar with the decision.
The decision by Andrew Wheeler, the administrator of the E.P.A., appears to defy a court
order that required the agency to establish a safe drinking-water standard for the chemical by the
end of June. The policy, which acknowledges that exposure to high levels of perchlorate can cause
I.Q. damage but opts nevertheless not to limit it, could also set a precedent for the regulation of
other chemicals, people familiar with the matter said."
Christopher Flavelle, "E.P.A. Is Letting Cities Dump More Raw Sewage Into Rivers for
Years
to
Come,"
The
New
York
Times, January
24,
2020,
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/01/24/climate/epa-sewage-rivers.html,
reported,
"The
Environmental Protection Agency has made it easier for cities to keep dumping raw sewage
into rivers by letting them delay or otherwise change federally imposed fixes to their sewer
systems, according to interviews with local officials, water utilities and their lobbyists.
Cities have long complained about the cost of meeting federal requirements to upgrade
aging sewer systems, many of which release untreated waste directly into waterways during heavy
rains — a problem that climate change worsens as rainstorms intensify. These complaints have
gained new traction with the Trump administration, which has been more willing to renegotiate
the agreements that dictate how, and how quickly, cities must overhaul their sewers."
Lisa Friedman and Coral Davenport, "E.P.A. Weakens Controls on Mercury: The agency
is changing the way it calculates the benefits of mercury controls, a move that would effectively
loosen the rules on other toxic pollutants," The New York Times, April 16, 2020,
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/04/16/climate/epa-mercury-coal.html, reported, "The Trump
administration on Thursday weakened regulations on the release of mercury and other toxic
metals from oil and coal-fired power plants, another step toward rolling back health
protections in the middle of a pandemic.
The new Environmental Protection Agency rule does not eliminate restrictions on the
release of mercury, a heavy metal linked to brain damage. Instead, it creates a new method of
calculating the costs and benefits of curbing mercury pollution that environmental lawyers said
would fundamentally undermine the legal underpinnings of controls on mercury and many other
pollutants."
Lisa Friedman, "Trump Administration Revives Banned Hunting Techniques in Alaska
The move reverses an Obama-era ban on hunting methods like baiting bears with doughnuts and
shooting
swimming
caribou,"
The
New
York
Times,
June
9,
2020,
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/06/09/climate/trump-bear-hunting.html?te=1&nl=climatefwd:&emc=edit_clim_20200611, reported, "Baiting grizzly bears with doughnuts soaked in
bacon grease. Using spotlights to blind and shoot hibernating black bear mothers and their
cubs in their dens. Gunning down swimming caribou from motorboats.
Hunting methods that for years were decried by wildlife protectors and finally
banned as barbaric by the Obama administration will be legal again on millions of acres of
Alaskan wilderness in time for the warm July weather."
The city council of Bellingham Washington, in early January 2020, was considering a
controversial proposal to require all new construction to be heated by electricity, or other
than carbon fuel, and by 2040 all homes and businesses to convert to heating that way.
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Natural gas could still be used for cooking. There is opposition to the measure, and it may
not pass or may be modified. A number of U.S. municipalities have required all new
construction to heat without directly using fossil fuels (Mike Baker, "To Fight Climate Change,
One City May Ban Heating Homes With Natural Gas: Seeking to do their part to avert climate
change, dozens of cities are exploring ways to limit natural gas heating in new homes. One city
may also require existing homeowners to make a switch," The New York Times, January 6,
2020, https://www.nytimes.com/2020/01/05/us/bellingham-natural-gas-ban.html).
John Schwartz, "Marine Labs on the Water’s Edge Are Threatened by Climate Change ,"
The New York Times, January 7, 2020, https://www.nytimes.com/2020/01/07/climate/climatechange-marine-science.html, reported, "But the water is coming. Around the country, from New
Jersey to Massachusetts, Virginia to Oregon, education centers and marine laboratories like
this one [the W.J. DeFelice Marine Center, in Loisiana] are bracing against rising seas and a
changing climate. The assault from climate change is slower but more relentless than any
storm, and will ultimately do more damage. It threatens researchers’ ability to study marine
environments up close at a time when it’s more vital than ever to understand them."
"If the Calendar Says January, Why Does the Thermometer Say May? A wave of warm
weather across the Northeast broke temperature records and left many people wondering about a
'January
thaw,'”
The
New
York
Times,
January12,
2020,
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/01/12/us/hot-january-thaw-weather.html, reported, "It sure didn’t
feel like January in the Northeast over the past few days. At the time of year when the days
are near their shortest and the weather should be near its coldest, temperatures across the
region warmed to the high 60s and low 70s — 30 to 35 degrees above average. Records for
daily highs were broken from Columbus, Ohio, and Pittsburgh to New York City and
Bangor, Maine. Many residents took the warm spell as a belated holiday gift and went outside to
cycle or jog or picnic with friends and family as if it were spring.
Some of the readings were especially eye-popping: Highs of 70 were seen in Boston on
consecutive January days for the first time since record-keeping began in 1872. Buffalo,
where the temperature on the same date last year never went above 20, reached 67 on Saturday.
Charleston, W.Va., hit 80 degrees. It couldn’t last, of course: A cold front moving in late Sunday
was expected to reset the region’s weather much closer to the seasonal range."
At the same time, a widespread destructive storm swept across parts of the western
Midwest and South, including spawning a number of deadly tornadoes (Nicholas BogelBurroughs, 10 Die in Storm as Tornadoes and Squalls Pummel U.S.: Officials warned of floods,
hail and snow as the vast storm moved east,'” The New York Times, January 11, 2020,
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/01/11/us/winter-storm-tornadoes.html).
Iliana Magra, "Storm Ciara, or Sabine, Leaves 5 Dead in Europe: A powerful winter storm
battered Europe on Sunday, leaving power outages, transportation chaos and at least five deaths in
its
wake,"
The
New
York
Times,
February
10,
2020,
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/02/10/world/europe/storm-ciara-sabine-germany.html, reported,
"Streets were flooded, flights were canceled, traffic was jammed, power was cut and windblown trees blocked roads and rails on Monday as a deadly winter storm raged through
western and northern Europe.
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Storm Ciara — or Sabine, as the storm is called in German-speaking countries — tore
through Belgium, Britain, France, Germany, and Poland, unleashing chaos and killing at
least five people, according to reports from news agencies and social media.
Steven Keates, a senior meteorologist in Britain’s Met Office, the country’s national
meteorological service, said on Monday that though storms are common in winter, Storm Ciara
is 'notable' because of the very strong and widespread winds."
Jalaluddin Mughal, Maria Abi-Habib and Salman Masood, "Avalanches Sweep Through
Kashmir, Killing Dozens: Whole families were buried in the Pakistani-controlled portion of the
disputed territory, and rescuers are risking their own lives," The New York Times, January 14,
2020,
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/01/14/world/asia/pakistan-kashmir-avalanches.html,
reported, "At least 55 people have been killed and dozens injured as avalanches swept away
homes in the mountainous region of the Pakistan-controlled portion of Kashmir.
The powerful avalanches have also affected Indian-controlled areas of the disputed
region, with at least 10 people killed on Tuesday, officials said."
"Heavy rain and snowfall on Saturday triggered the avalanches, which rolled over
villages perched on the steep mountains, burying roads out of the valley." A dozen deaths as a
result of the heavy rains were reported in other provinces of Pakistan as well.
Shola Lawal, "Africa, a Thunder and Lightning Hot Spot, May See Even More Storms," The
New York Times, February 10, 2020, https://www.nytimes.com/2020/02/10/climate/lightning-africaclimate-change.html, reported, "Africa is experiencing bigger and more frequent thunderstorms
as global temperatures rise, according to researchers at Tel Aviv University."
Shola Lawal, "Hurricane Dorian Ravaged Bahamas’ Reefs, Researchers Find," The New
York Times, February 14, 2020, https://www.nytimes.com/2020/02/14/climate/hurricane-dorianreefs-coral.html, reported, "When Hurricane Dorian slammed into the Bahamas in September,
it not only leveled entire communities and killed dozens of people, it also destroyed about 30
percent of the coral reefs around the islands, according to a report issued Friday by the Perry
Institute for Marine Science."
Damien Cave, "Fires Are Out, but Australia’s Climate Disasters Aren’t Over: Devastating
floods came soon after the bush fires. Scientists call it “compound extremes,” as one catastrophe
intensifies
the
next,"
The
New
York
Times,
February
23,
2020,
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/02/23/world/australia/climate-change-extremes.html, reported,
"Australia’s hellish fire season has eased, but its people are facing more than a single crisis.
With floods destroying homes not far from where infernos recently raged, they are
confronting a cycle of what scientists call 'compound extremes': one climate disaster
intensifying the next."
Serious flooding from unprecedented rains occurred in the aftermath of the fires, in
what seems to be a new, and likely worsening cycle. Many Australians do not know whether
or not to rebuild, or even if their property survived the fires, to move.
Derrick Bryson Taylor, "Antarctica Sets Record High Temperature: 64.9 Degrees: 'This is
the foreshadowing of what is to come,' a researcher said. 'It’s exactly in line of what we’ve been
seeing
for
decades,'”
The
New
York
Times,
February
8,
2020,
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https://www.nytimes.com/2020/02/08/climate/antarctica-record-temperature.html,
reported,
"Antarctica, the coldest, windiest and driest continent on Earth, set a record high
temperature on Thursday, underscoring the global warming trend, researchers said.
Esperanza, Argentina’s research station on the northern tip of the Antarctic Peninsula,
reached 64.9 degrees Fahrenheit, or 18.2 degrees Celsius, breaking the previous record of 63.5
degrees set on March 24, 2015, according to Argentina’s National Meteorological Service. The
station has been recording temperatures since 1961."
Cattle produce significantly large amounts extremely atmospheric heating methane
in their digestive process, which has led a number of scientist and companies to attempt to
find dietary modifications that would reduce cattle methane production. One Swiss firm has
come up with a cattle feed supplement that appears to have that effect (Adam Satariano, "The
Business of Burps: Scientists Smell Profit in Cow Emissions: Cattle produce more methane than
many large countries. A solution could be an ecological and financial breakthrough — and a Swiss
biotech company may be on the cusp," The New York Times, May 1, 2020,
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/05/01/business/cow-methane-climate-change.html).
Nina Lakhani, "Dakota access pipeline: court strikes down permits in victory for Standing
Rock Sioux: Army corps of engineers ordered to conduct full environmental review, which could
take years," The Guardian, March 25, 2020, https://www.theguardian.com/usnews/2020/mar/25/dakota-access-pipeline-permits-court-standing-rock, reported, "The future of
the controversial Dakota Access pipeline has been thrown into question after a federal court
on Wednesday struck down its permits and ordered a comprehensive environmental
review." This may take several years to complete.
"The US army corps of engineers was ordered to conduct a full environmental impact
statement (EIS), after the Washington DC court ruled that existing permits violated the National
Environmental Policy Act (Nepa)."
Chase Iron Eyes, The Lakota People's Law Project," stated in an E-mail, May 27, 2020,
"You may recall that, in late March, the Standing Rock, Oglala, Yankton, and Cheyenne River
Sioux Tribes won a key round in their legal battle against the Dakota Access pipeline
(DAPL). In a reversal of his prior decision, D.C. District Court Judge James Boasberg ruled
that the pipeline hadn’t undergone proper environmental review. Though logic would dictate
a subsequent cease to DAPL’s operations, Boasberg hasn’t taken that step. That’s why, last
week, the Lakota Law team joined an Earthjustice-led effort and submitted an amicus
curiae(friend of the court) brief to the judge, a strong legal argument that the oil flow must
stop immediately.
It’s not complicated. Because Boasberg’s latest decision voids the easement granted for
DAPL, it should no longer be permitted to carry oil, at least until we’ve seen an
Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) compliant with the National Environmental Policy
Act. We’ve been arguing for a proper EIS since the beginning, recognizing that — given the oil
company’s horrendous safety track record — it may be impossible to produce.
As you know, the Obama administration agreed that a comprehensive review was needed
in late 2016, shutting down construction as thousands cheered at Standing Rock during the
#NoDAPL protests. Sadly, everything changed when Trump took office. One of his first executive
orders fast-tracked the pipeline without the EIS. Then, when Standing Rock took legal action,
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Judge Boasberg cited an exception in the law allowing construction despite known, potential
hazards.
Boasberg’s latest ruling has changed the game again, this time in our favor. In our brief,
LPLP Chief counsel Daniel Sheehan argues that if the oil flow doesn’t stop now, the Court will
send a perilous message that litigation against the government is 'meaningless and tantamount to
a bait and switch designed to fool those naïve enough to believe that the rule of law still has
efficacy.'
We’re not alone. Democrats on the House Natural Resources Committee have also
joined U.S. senators including Kamala Harris and Elizabeth Warren to submit a
powerful amicus brief. Their legal argument was prepared by Rep. Raúl M. Grijalva (D-AZ)
and endorsed by Alexandria Ocasio Cortez, both of whom met face-to-face with our team in
recent months.
We are aligned with powerful people, and the support you have shown to the Lakota means
we can keep fighting nonstop to cancel pipelines and forward justice. The tide may be turning. I
hope that if you stay with us, we can bring additional legal victories — and safety — back to our
homelands."
350.org reported by E-mail, May 15, 2020, "Moments ago, the New York State
Department of Environmental Conservation released its long awaited decision on a key
permit for the Williams fracked gas pipeline in NYC.
Not only did they deny the permit, but the company cannot reapply again – which
means the project is stopped for good!"
Justin Nobel, "America’s Radioactive Secret : Oil-and-gas wells produce nearly a trillion gallons
of toxic waste a year. An investigation shows how it could be making workers sick and contaminating
communities
across
America,"
Rolling
Stone,
January
21,
2020,
https://www.rollingstone.com/politics/politics-features/oil-gas-fracking-radioactive-investigation937389/, reported that dangerously radioactive brine is a waste product produced by oil and gas
wells at a faster rate than oil or gas. It is a serious health hazard to oil and gas workers, truckers
who move the waste water and surrounding communities. But it is not regulated and gas and oil
companies neither mention it or take steps to protect worker and others from it.
Nick Visser, "‘Tremendous Victory’ For Wildlife: Federal Judge Invalidates
Keystone XL Pipeline Permit: 'There’s just no getting around the fact that Keystone XL would
devastate communities, wildlife, and clean drinking water,' one group said," Huffington Post, April
16,
2020,
https://www.huffpost.com/entry/keystone-xl-pipeline-permit-us-district-judgedecision_n_5e97bf35c5b6a92100e1ee52?ncid=newsltushpmgnews&guccounter=1, reported, "A
federal judge in Montana on Wednesday overturned a key water crossing permit needed to
build the controversial Keystone XL pipeline, handing a major victory to environmental
groups who said the oil network could imperil endangered species and threaten drinking
water."
Jon Queally, "In Latest Legal Blow to Trump and Dirty Energy, Federal Appeals Court
Upholds Block on Keystone XL Permit: Contrary to what the Trump administration has argued,
the law is clear. We won't sacrifice imperiled species so giant corporations can profit from the
dirty fossil fuels that pollute our waters and climate.'" Common Dreams, May 28, 2020, reported,
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"'The Trump administration has repeatedly violated the law in its relentless pursuit of seeing
Keystone XL built, and it would have been unconscionable to allow this pipeline to be built
through rivers, streams and wetlands while it remains tied up in court,' said Doug Hayes, a
senior attorney with Sierra Club, following the ruling by the Ninth Circuit. (Photo: Tar Sands
Blockade)
In another legal victory for opponents of Keystone XL and similar pipelines, the U.S.
Court of Appeals for the Ninth Circuit on Thursday upheld a lower court ruling that
suspended a federal fast-track permit for the controversial tar sands project that
campaigners for nearly a decade have opposed as a climate-destroying effort of the first
order.
Siding with the previous ruling and against the Trump administration, the court's
ruling said the government and fossil fuel companies behind the project 'have not
demonstrated a sufficient likelihood of success on the merits and probability of irreparable
harm to warrant a stay pending appeal.'
Last month, as Common Dreams reported at the time, the U.S. District Court in Montana
ruled that the Trump administration's Army Corps of Engineers violated the Endangered Species
Act when it issued what became 'Nationwide Permit 12.' The ruling by that court vacated the
Trump-backed permit for Keystone XL and also prohibited the Corps from replicating use of the
fast-tracked approval process for other similar projects.
While Bloomberg reported the ruling as 'a major blow to the energy industry,' climate
campaigners celebrated it as confirmation that Keystone XL is rightly recognized as a hazard and
that President Donald Trump acted unlawfully by trying to ram through its construction.
'The Trump administration has repeatedly violated the law in its relentless pursuit of seeing
Keystone XL built, and it would have been unconscionable to allow this pipeline to be built
through rivers, streams and wetlands while it remains tied up in court,' said Doug Hayes, a senior
attorney with Sierra Club. 'We're glad to see the court recognize the threat this dirty, dangerous
pipeline poses to communities, wildlife, and clean drinking water along its route, and we’ll
continue to fight to ensure it is blocked for good.'
Jared Margolis, a senior attorney at the Center for Biological Diversity, said, 'Contrary to
what the Trump administration has argued, the law is clear. We won't sacrifice imperiled species
so giant corporations can profit from the dirty fossil fuels that pollute our waters and climate.'
Marcie Keever, legal director for Friends of the Earth, also welcomed the ruling but urged
caution as the legal fight is certain to continue. 'The court's decision today buys some time for our
environment, but its future remains in jeopardy,' Keever said. '"We will continue to fight against
this administration’s stubborn insistence to build the toxic, climate destroying Keystone XL
pipeline.'
Our work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-Share Alike 3.0 License."
Elizabeth Forsyth, "Rural Landowners, Farmers, and Conservation Groups Celebrate Court
Victory Halting Risky Oil and Gas Giveaway of 150,000 Acres of Montana Public Lands:
Victory: Federal judge rules BLM failed to consider risks to Montana’s environment and water
supply before issuing 287 oil and gas leases," Earthjustice, May 1, 2020,
https://earthjustice.org/news/press/2020/news-rural-landowners-farmers-and-conservationgroups-celebrate-court-victory-halting-risky-oil-and-gasgiveaway?utm_source=crm&utm_medium=email&utm_term=newsletter&utm_campaign=2005
17_ForTheRecord_May2020&utm_content=ReadMore&curation=newsletter&emci=62705098159

ad94-ea11-86e9-00155d03b5dd&emdi=a2549500-4d98-ea11-86e900155d03b5dd&ceid=1379097, reported, "Today, Montana landowners, farmers, and
conservation groups won an important victory to protect local groundwater and the climate
when a federal judge ruled that the Bureau of Land Management (BLM) failed to consider
risks to Montana’s environment and water supply before issuing 287 oil and gas leases
covering 145,063 acres in December 2017 and March 2018 lease sales. The court’s decision
will protect Montanans, their livelihoods, clean water, public lands, and our climate by reversing
the Bureau of Land Management’s recent approval of oil and gas leases across staggering swaths
of Montana’s public lands."
Chief U.S. District Judge Brian Morris said in his decision that the Army Corps of
Engineers had failed to consider how a 2017 permit allowing the pipeline to cross waterways could
harm some species, including the endangered pallid sturgeon
Clifford Krauss, "Canada Oil-Sands Plan Collapses Over Politics and Economics: A
developer has abandoned a nine-year effort to extend mining, sparing Justin Trudeau a choice
between energy interests and environmental concerns," The New York Times, February 24, 2020,
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/02/24/business/energy-environment/frontier-oil-sandscanada.html, reported on the scrapping of the Frontier mine project in Alberta, "A major effort
to expand development of Canada’s oil sands has collapsed shortly before a deadline for
government approval, undone by investor concerns over oil’s future and the political fault lines
between economic and environmental priorities.
Nine years in the planning, the project would have increased Canada’s oil production
by roughly 5 percent. But it would have also slashed through 24,000 acres of boreal forest
and released millions of tons of climate-warming carbon dioxide every year."
The long inactive uranium mine of the Grants Mining District, on Mount Taylor, in
New Mexico, sacred to at least 30 Nations, was set to be officially closed as of January 10,
2020. The peoples concerned include the Navajo Nation, the Hopi and Zuni peoples, and the
Acoma and Laguna Pueblos, (Kendra Chamberlain, "An inactive uranium mine located on a
sacred mountain will finally close," New Mexico Political Report, January 10, 2010,
http://nmpoliticalreport.com/2020/01/10/an-inactive-uranium-mine-located-on-a-sacredmountain-will-finally-close/?mc_cid=9b72eecf7c&mc_eid=cde7993ced).
Henry Fountain, "Calculating Air Pollution’s Death Toll, Across State Lines," The New
York Times, February 12, 2020, https://www.nytimes.com/2020/02/12/climate/air-pollutionhealth.html, reported, "Here’s further proof that air pollution ignores borders: In most states,
about half of the premature deaths caused by poor air quality are linked to pollutants that
blow in from other states, a new study found.
The study investigated the sources and effects of two major pollutants that harm humans,
ozone and fine airborne particles, in the lower 48 states from 2005 to 2018. It found that in New
York, nearly two-thirds of premature deaths are attributable to pollution from sources in other
states. That makes the state the largest “net importer” of early deaths, to use the researchers’ term.
Ozone and fine particles are a result of fuel burning, so the analysis, published Wednesday
in Nature, could have implications for policymakers looking for ways to reduce air pollution, and
premature mortality, by regulating so-called cross-state emissions. So far only emissions from
electric power generation are regulated in this way, but the study looked at six other sources of
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pollutants, including other industries, road transportation, aviation and commercial and residential
sources like heating for homes and buildings."
Somini Sengupta, "A Crisis Right Now: San Francisco and Manila Face Rising Seas," The
New
York
Times,
February
13,
2020,
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2020/02/13/climate/manila-san-francisco-sea-levelrise.html, "An estimated 600 million people live directly on the world’s coastlines, among the
most hazardous places to be in the era of climate change. According to scientific projections,
the oceans stand to rise by one to four feet by the end of the century, with projections of more
ferocious storms and higher tides that could upend the lives of entire communities.
Many people face the risks right now. Two sprawling metropolitan areas offer a
glimpse of the future. One rich, one poor, they sit on opposite sides of the Pacific Ocean: the
San Francisco Bay Area (population 7 million) and metropolitan Manila (almost 14 million).
Their history, their wealth, and the political and personal choices they make today will
shape how they fare as the water inevitably comes to their doorsteps."
Hannah Beech, "Philippines Dispatch: Adapting to Rising Seas, Schools Move to the
Rafters and Cats Swim: On an island in the Philippines, waterlogged for one-third of every year,
residents adjust to their sodden existence instead of fleeing," The New York Times, February 22,
2020,
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/02/22/world/asia/philippines-climate-change-batasantubigon.html, reported,
"In 2013, Batasan was convulsed by a 7.2-magnitude earthquake. Thousands of aftershocks
followed, and the local topography was thrown off-kilter. Batasan and three neighboring
islands collapsed downward, making them more vulnerable to the surrounding water.
Now climate change, with its rising sea levels, appears to be dooming a place that has
no elevation to spare. The highest point on the islands is less than 6.5 feet above sea level."
Hannah Beech, "Damming the Lower Mekong, Devastating the Ways and Means of Life:
Thailand funded the first dam on the river in Laos, and it is Thai towns, farms and fisheries that
are
suffering,"
The
New
York
Times,
February
15,
2020,
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/02/15/world/asia/mekong-river-dams-thailand.html#after-storyad-2, reported that the building of the first of 11 planned dams on the Mekong river has
devistated fishing and farming below it, "The lower Mekong, which makes its way through
five countries, was one of the world’s few remaining free rivers. But a hydropower boom,
coupled with extreme weather patterns attributed to climate change, is radically remaking
the waterway.
In October, the turbines of the first lower Mekong dam, the Xayaburi, began churning
upstream from Nong Khai in Laos, after a series of test runs last summer. The effect of the Thaifunded dam was almost immediate, residents said.
The Mekong ran clear and depleted, appearing an eerie, luminescent blue on sunny
days. Algae bloomed, choking nets. Now, a monthslong drought has pushed the water level
even lower so that parts of the river are no longer a waterway at all but a desert of dead
plants and dried-out crustaceans.
With about 10 more dams planned for the mainstream Mekong’s lower reaches and
hundreds more on its tributaries, a lifeline for 60 million people is being choked. Tens of
161

millions more will be affected as farms and fisheries are compromised, even as the rich and
powerful across the region profit from the hydropower business."
China's construction and operation of dams on the Mekong river within China have
been shown to have caused record lows on the river in Myanmar, Thailand, Vietnam, Laos
and Cambodia, artificially causing the worst drought in the river valley's history, seriously
impacting fisherman, farmers and those who rely upon them (Hannah Beech, "China Limited
the Mekong’s Flow. Other Countries Suffered a Drought: New research show that Beijing’s
engineers appear to have directly caused the record low levels of water in Thailand, Laos,
Cambodia
and
Vietnam,"
The
New
York
Times,
April
13,
2020,
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/04/13/world/asia/china-mekong-drought.html).
Declan Walsh, "As Egypt’s Population Hits 100 Million, Celebration Is Muted: With little
habitable land, deepening poverty and dwindling supplies of water, the future looks bleak. And
there is no sign of a slowdown," The New York Times, February 11, 2020,
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/02/11/world/middleeast/egypt-population-100-million.html,
reported, "Somewhere in Egypt, around lunchtime Tuesday, the country reached a major
milestone: its 100 millionth citizen was born."
"Hitting 100,000,000 marked human plenty, certainly, but also an uneasy moment in a
country gripped by worries that its exploding population will exacerbate poverty and
unemployment, and contribute to the scarcity of basic resources like land and water."
The
Oceanic
Rescue
Center
and
Awareness
(ORCA),
https://www.facebook.com/Oceanicrescue/, in early April 2020 reported that in Cambodia the
"... Lower Mekong river to remain free flowing as Sambor dam plans
abandoned."
Cambodia is the last country the Mekong flows through, so if upstream dams are built there will
still be a great deal of damage.
The Center for Biological Diversity, "A Win for Right Whales Hurt by Lobster
Fishing,"
Endangered
Earth,
No.
1032,
April
16,
2020,
https://act.biologicaldiversity.org/onlineactions/nUbqmwP9dEuZL1a51gLGXw2?sourceid=1006
640&utm_source=eeo&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=eeo1032&contactdata=j0PhtPDKJ
57QParTC5YUi21vmE22%2b%2bckxiYPO5Gf8qU49pDR4QXJ665xLecqY9vM8L0I7YnRB9z
jWsPIwHrPiqReHdh98oqsrOaCYvmNT1ouaJqw6Icqydlyii8cUDXcSxm7jRR0NbbhGj6JEIdIF
wTi8ebt0aWnWhpTykG%2bCS8opzWP698V7Xf6k2S1Jo%2b4T7%2fYxlBGSuEor2SqrE9wE
kZMDAGjlHcB9ijZ0Uo2BxU%3d&emci=d679b032-8b7a-ea11-a94c00155d03b1e8&emdi=4f627cb5-0380-ea11-a94c-00155d03b1e8&ceid=357453,
reported,
"Right whales — so called because they were once thought the 'right whales' to kill — are the
rarest whales in the world. Only about 400 North Atlantic right whales remain.
The Center for Biological Diversity and allies just won an important victory for this
rapidly declining population. A court said the National Marine Fisheries Service acted
illegally by not taking steps to protect the whales from entanglement in commercial lobster
lines, which cause injuries and death.
'Right whales have been getting tangled up and killed in lobster gear for far too long,"
said Kristen Monsell, the Center's oceans legal director. "This decision sends a clear signal
that federal officials must protect these desperately endangered animals.'"
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WildEarth Guardians, "Settlement Grants Reprieve for Wolves in Idaho: Win for wolves
and other wildlife!", reported by E-mail, March 12, 2020, "On Wednesday, WildEarth Guardians
reached a momentous settlement agreement with rogue wildlife-killing agency, Wildlife
Services, related to its killing of wolves in Idaho. In 2018 alone, Wildlife Services killed nearly
100 wolves in Idaho, through various cruel methods including gunning them down by helicopter
and fixed wing planes, strangling them with wire snares, and capturing them in foothold traps.
Notably, most of this brutal slaughter was done at the behest of the livestock industry—punishment
for wolves daring to be too near sheep or cattle.
Guardians and our allies have been tenacious in our pursuit of Wildlife Services,
questioning and pushing the agency to reform its cruel practices and follow the most up-to-date
science in developing wildlife “management” plans. Our settlement agreement with Wildlife
Services—the end result of a 5-year legal battle—will give wolves a reprieve from
indiscriminate killing.
Pursuant to our settlement agreement, Wildlife Services must abide by the following
conditions related to wolf management in Idaho:
No wolves will be killed in federally-designated wilderness areas or multiple federal
recreation areas;
No wolves will be killed for ungulate protection;
No killing on private lands without documented and confirmed evidence of livestock
take or wolf attack; and
No snares may be used in the state.
Notably, our win for wolves is also a win for other wildlife in Idaho as the settlement
agreement provides that sodium cyanide devices (M44s) cannot be used in the state and all
traps must be checked at least every 72 hours.
Wildlife Services must abide by these restrictions until it completes a full
environmental review of its predator management plans."
"Grizzly bears, wolves, and other native wildlife protected in Montana: WildEarth
Guardians forces Wildlife Services to curtail its killing actions," Wild Earth Guardians, May 19,
2020, reported via E-mail, "One victory, one action at a time, WildEarth Guardians is reining in
the worst of the depraved killing methods and liberties taken by Wildlife Services, the U.S.
Department of Agriculture’s rogue wildlife killing program. Guardians’ goal is to end the
social license and false “legal” authority that this program has used to wantonly kill and slaughter
wildlife across the American West, for decades.
And we are succeeding. On May 14, Guardians finalized a settlement agreement in our
lawsuit against Wildlife Services, severely curtailing Wildlife Services’ reckless slaughter of
native wildlife and use of cruel tools like snares, traps, and poisons across MILLIONS of
acres of public lands. The settlement requires a new environmental analysis of the effects
and risks of its wildlife-killing program in Montana and, meanwhile, requires the following
protections:
No killing in Montana’s specially protected areas such as Wilderness, Areas of
Critical Environmental Concern, and Wild & Scenic River corridors;
No killing of cougars and black bears on any federal lands;
No more M-44s (sodium cyanide bombs) on any public lands, or private lands in 41
of 56 counties;
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No more lethal gas cartridges can be used to destroy denning wildlife like coyotes, fox,
or prairie dogs on public lands;
Increased public transparency;
And more.
Over the last five years, Guardians’ litigation against Wildlife Services has resulted in
settlement agreements in Idaho, Wyoming, and California, and legal victories in Nevada, Oregon,
and Washington, all curbing the program’s slaughter of native wildlife and making the program
accountable for its activities. And we are not stopping now. Guardians has active litigation against
Wildlife Services in Colorado and Idaho, and we are continuing to monitor Wildlife Services’
activities across the West, ready to take on the program to protect vulnerable wildlife wherever
action is needed."
The Alaska Wilderness League reported via E-mail, June 4, 2020, "For the second time,
a U.S. District Court judge in Alaska has thrown out the Trump administration’s attempt to
allow an expensive and environmentally devastating road through the heart of the Izembek
National Wildlife Refuge."
Henry Fountain, ‘Going in the Wrong Direction’: More Tropical Forest Loss in 2019:
Brazil was responsible for more than a third of the total global loss in 2019," The New York Times,
June
2,
2020,
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/06/02/climate/deforestation-climatechange.html?campaign_id=54&emc=edit_clim_20200603&instance_id=19055&nl=climatefwd%3A&regi_id=52235981&segment_id=29995&te=1&user_id=2984790c14170290245238c0
cd4fd927, reported, "Destruction of tropical forests worldwide increased last year, led again
by Brazil, which was responsible for more than a third of the total, and where deforestation
of the Amazon through clear-cutting appears to be on the rise under the pro-development
policies of the country’s president.
The worldwide total loss of old-growth, or primary, tropical forest — 9.3 million
acres, an area nearly the size of Switzerland — was about 3 percent higher than 2018 and
the third largest since 2002. Only 2016 and 2017 were worse, when heat and drought led to
record fires and deforestation, especially in Brazil."
Hans Nicholas Jong ,"PepsiCo renews sustainable palm oil policy to close supplier
loophole," March 11, 2020, Mongabay, https://news.mongabay.com/2020/03/pepsico-palm-oilsustainable-indonesia-indofood-deforestation-sumatra/, reported, "Environmental activists have
welcomed food and beverage giant PepsiCo’s move to update its palm oil sustainability
policy, following years of pressure over a supply chain tainted by deforestation, peatland
conversion, and labor rights violations.
PepsiCo’s new policy of “No Deforestation, No Peat, No Exploitation,” or NDPE,
addresses a previous loophole by applying to a wider network of suppliers and business
partners. “It applies to all palm and palm kernel oil that we use globally and covers our
entire supply chain, from direct suppliers to production sources at the group level, meaning
NDPE should be applied across their entire operations and third-party supply chain and not
limited solely to the palm oil sold to PepsiCo,” the company says
https://www.pepsico.com/docs/album/esg-topics-policies/global-policy-for-sustainable-palmoil.pdf)."
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"Murdering hornets", a very large species of Asian hornet that kills and eats parts of
bees, has been sighted in northwest Washington State. It is feared that if these hornets cannot
be eliminated there before they spread, they could decimate an already battered bee
population in North America (Mike Baker, "‘Murder Hornets’ in the U.S.: The Rush to Stop the
Asian Giant Hornet: Sightings of the Asian giant hornet have prompted fears that the vicious insect
could establish itself in the United States and devastate bee populations," The New York Times,
May 3, 2020, https://www.nytimes.com/2020/05/02/us/asian-giant-hornet-washington.html).
Mike Baker, "The Asian Giant Hornet Resurfaces in the Pacific Northwest: The large
invasive insect, sometimes known as the 'murder hornet,' appears to have resurfaced in both British
Columbia and Washington State," The New York Times, May 27, 2020,
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/05/27/us/murder-hornets.html. reported, "The Asian giant
hornet has resurfaced in the Pacific Northwest, with two reported discoveries that indicate the
invasive insect has already been circulating in a broader territory than previously known."
COPID-19 has led to an increase of poaching of endangered animals in
Africa, as the hiatus in crowds of tourists in preserves has meant that understaffed game
wardens must now patrol many more miles empty of potential witnesses in which poachers feel
free to operate (Annie Roth, "Poachers Kill More Rhinos as Coronavirus Halts Tourism to Africa:
Threatened and endangered animals may become additional casualties of the pandemic," The New
York Times, April 8, 2020, https://www.nytimes.com/2020/04/08/science/coronavirus-poachingrhinos.html).
However, pandemic restrictions temporarily have blocked a considerable amount of
trade in poached and other wild animals, parts and products (Rachel Newer, "Illegal Poachers
Are Foiled for Now," The New York Times, May 5, 2020).
Abdi Latif Dahir, "‘Like an Umbrella Had Covered the Sky’: Locust Swarms Despoil
Kenya: At first, villagers thought the dark, dense blot in the sky was a harmless cloud. Then came
the terrifying realization that the locusts had arrived," The New York Times, February 21, 2020,
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/02/21/world/africa/locusts-kenya-east-africa.html,
reported,
"Kenya is battling its worst desert locust outbreak in 70 years, and the infestation has spread
through much of the eastern part of the continent and the Horn of Africa, razing pasture
and croplands in Somalia and Ethiopia and sweeping into South Sudan, Djibouti, Uganda
and Tanzania."
Richard Pérez-Peña, "Australia’s Record Heat Means Another Blow to Great Barrier Reef:
For the third time in five years, abnormally warm water has caused a 'mass bleaching' of coral, and
some of it will not survive. Scientists say global warming is killing reefs worldwide. ," The New York
Times, March 26, 2020, https://www.nytimes.com/2020/03/26/world/australia/bleaching-greatbarrier-reef.html, reported, "Record-breaking warm waters have bleached large parts of
Australia’s Great Barrier Reef this year, as they did in 2016 and 2017, scientists reported on
Thursday — the latest sign that global warming threatens the health of one of the world’s most
important marine ecosystems."
Andrea Germanos, "Save the Insects, Save the Farmers, Save Ourselves: New Global
Report Calls for End of Industrial Agriculture: 'The evidence is clear: pesticide use is wiping out
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insect populations and ecosystems around the world, and threatening food production," Common
Dreams, June 9, 2020, https://www.commondreams.org/news/2020/06/09/save-insects-savefarmers-save-ourselves-new-global-report-calls-end-industrial?cdorigin=rss&utm_term=AO&utm_campaign=Daily%20Newsletter&utm_content=email&utm_so
urce=Daily%20Newsletter&utm_medium=Email, reported, "A new report released Tuesday
draws attention to the worldwide decline in insects and calls for global policies to boost the
conservation of both agriculture and the six-footed creatures.
The publication, entitled Insect Atlas (http://www.foeeurope.org/insect-atlas), comes from
two progressive networks: Brussels-based Friends of the Earth and Berlin-based Heinrich Böll
Foundation.
'The global loss of insects is dramatic,' Heinrich Böll Foundation president Barbara
Unmüßig said in a statement.
The report points to various studies documenting that loss, including 2018 research
finding 41% of insect species are in decline and that one-third of all insect species are
threatened by extinction. The Intergovernmental Science-Policy Platform on Biodiversity
and Ecosystem Services (IPBES) estimated that 10 percent of insect species are endangered,
and another study cited in the new analysis found that at least one in 10 bee and butterfly
species in Europe is threatened with extinction.
While there's no definitive count of the global loss of insects, Insect Atlas says the trend is
unmistakable.

Image from Insect Atlas. (Bartz/Stockmar, CC BY 4.0)
That decline has major impacts on food.
'Three-quarters of the world's most important crops exhibit a yield benefit from
pollinators: they contribute directly to around one-third of global food production,' says the
report.
The methods used for that production have a huge impact on insects.
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'Alongside climate change and light pollution, the spread and intensification of
farming is by far the most important cause of the global decline in insect numbers," the report
adds.
This type of farming is dependent upon expanding pasture—often at the expense of
destroying Indigenous land and wild animal habitat—and prioritizes monocultures and
therefore insect-killing pesticides, the use of which has steadily increased for the past nine
decades, the economic profits of which are predominantly flowing towards just four
entities: BASF, Bayer, Syngenta, and Corteva. From the publication:
'What is more, the number of chemical products in use around the world continues to
increase. And, their negative effects on the insect world are also becoming more and more
evident. This is not just because a growing number of chemicals are being applied; the
formulations are also increasingly effective and can be used more selectively
Even when some nations ban certain pesticides over concerns, the chemicals'
adverse impacts don't disappear; they just change locations.
The developed world is waking up to the risks associated with the use of pesticides. The
situation is different in the developing world: chemicals that are banned in Europe and North
America are still used routinely to control pests. Stricter controls are needed, along with
better information for farmers.

Image from Insect Atlas. (Bartz/Stockmar, CC BY 4.0)
Dismantling industrial agriculture, says the report, is essential. "There is no
alternative: to protect insects, farming must become part of the solution. Not just for the sake
of society, but also for the sake of farming itself—because it, too, needs insects."
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'The evidence is clear: pesticide use is wiping out insect populations and ecosystems
around the world, and threatening food production,' Mute Schimpf, food and farming
campaigner at Friends of the Earth Europe, said in a statement.
'A handful of corporations control the bulk of pesticide supply, and if left unchecked
will continue to use their immense political influence to lock in a system of industrial farming
which will continue to wipe out nature and destroy rural communities,' she continued.
One area of reform that would address deforestation and the resulting insect habitat
losses is curbing meat consumption and therefore the huge swathes of land on which
genetically modified animal feed is grown. 'If the developed world were to consume less meat
and if agricultural products were no longer used as fuel,' says the report, 'the pressure on
the land areas could be reduced considerably.'
Insect Atlas lays out a number of solutions for global policymakers to pursue. They
include:
Gradually reducing the use of synthetic pesticides by 80 percent in EU agriculture by
2030, starting from 2020 and phase out exports of pesticides banned in the EU;
Radically reforming the Common Agricultural Policy (CAP), including the phasing
out of harmful untargeted direct payments, setting aside at least 50% of the CAP budget for
environmental, nature, and climate objectives and support farmers in the transition to
agroecology;
Phasing out harmful farming methods like growing genetically modified plants or
introducing a new generation of genetically modified insects;
Taking urgent actions to achieve the targets suggested in the European Farm to Fork and
Biodiversity strategies to increase organic farming;
Reducing the production and consumption of industrial meat and other animal products and
supporting plant-based options; and
Cutting the overall EU demand for agrocommodities in order to reduce global
deforestation.
Schimpf spoke about those solutions and the report on Euronews Tuesday:
Schimpf
also
drew
renewed
attention
to
the Save
Bees
and
Farmers (https://www.savebeesandfarmers.eu/eng) European Citizens Initiative. It's
centered on three key demands: a phase-out of the use of synthetic pesticides; measures to
increase biodiversity; and support for farmers.
As of press time, the petition has over 355,000 signatures.
Our work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-Share Alike 3.0 License."
Steven Lee Myers, "China Vowed to Keep Wildlife Off the Menu, a Tough Promise to Keep:
The government has moved slowly to permanently stop the sale and consumption of wild animals in
the wake of the coronavirus epidemic, raising fears the practice may continue," The New York Times,
June 7, 2020, https://www.nytimes.com/2020/06/07/world/asia/china-coronavirus-wildlifeban.html, "China has been lauded for suspending the wildlife trade, but the move has left
millions of workers like Mr. Mao in the lurch. Their economic fate, along with major loopholes
in the government’s restrictions, are threatening to undermine China’s pledge to impose a
permanent ban."

168

U.S. Developments
Many of the reports in this issue of U.S. government legislation, agency action, and court
decisions are informed by electronic flyers from Hobbs, Straus, Dean and Walker, LLP, 2120 L
Street NW, Suite 700, Washington, DC 20037, http://www.hobbsstraus.com. Reports from Indian
Country Today Media Network, from the web, are listed as from ICTMN.
U.S. Government Developments
Presidential Actions
Kolby KickingWoman, "A direct line at the White House, ICT, April 30, 2020,
https://files.constantcontact.com/c2394f27001/9ed11a16-a242-445b-b3dc-a08f2feb57ef.pdf,
reported, "The White House Office of Intergovernmental Affairs announced Tuesday the
reestablishment of the White House Council on Native American Affairs to be headed by
Tyler Fish, Cherokee and Muscogee (Creek) Nation.
Since last July, Fish has served as the White House senior policy advisor & tribal liaison
and will make the transition to executive director of the White House council on May 4.
The White House Council on Native American Affairs was originally established by the
Obama administration by executive order in June 2013. The council established by President
Obama met at least three times a year and was mostly made up by members of his cabinet.
As was the case in 2013, the reestablished council will be chaired by the Secretary of
the Interior David Bernhardt but with Fish serving as executive director, Indian Country may
have a direct line to the White House."
Congressional Developments
Kerri Colfer, "Native American Legislative Update," Friends Committee on National
Legislation
(FCNL),
March
2020,
https://fcnl.actionkit.com/mailings/view/12114?t=1&akid=12114%2E30420%2EvHLY3f,
(Welcome to FCNL's Native American Legislative Update! NALU is a monthly newsletter about
FCNL's Native American policy advocacy and ways for you to engage members of Congress.),
reported,
"Savanna’s
Act
(https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/housebill/2733?utm_campaign=lam&utm_medium=email&utm_source=ak) and Not Invisible Act
(https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/housebill/2438?utm_campaign=lam&utm_medium=email&utm_source=ak) Pass the Senate and
Advance in the House. Savanna’s Act (H.R. 2733/S. 227) and the Not Invisible Act of 2019 (H.R.
2438/S. 982) were passed in the Senate on March 11 by unanimous consent. The bills
also passed out of the House Judiciary Committee on the same day, and currently await full
House approval.
Savanna’s Act would improve recording and reporting practices for law enforcement
in cases of missing and murdered Indigenous women, and help to develop guidelines for
responses to such cases. The Not Invisible Act would create an advisory commission to
recommend ways to reduce violence against Native people.
FCNL Endorses Bill to Give Tribes Access to Emergency Medical Supplies
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Earlier this month, FCNL endorsed the Tribal Medical Supplies Stockpile Access Act
(S.
3514,
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/3514/allinfo?utm_campaign=lam&utm_medium=email&utm_source=ak). The bill would give the
Indian Health Service (IHS) and Indian health organizations direct access to the Strategic
National Stockpile of medical supplies and drugs set aside for public health emergencies.
States currently have guaranteed access to the stockpile, but IHS, tribes, and urban Indian
health organizations do not. Senators Elizabeth Warren (MA) and Tom Udall (NM) introduced
the bill on March 17.
On March 19, I spoke on the Native America Calling radio program about the federal
response to Indian Country’s needs during the COVID-19 pandemic, including the importance of
the Tribal Medical Supplies Stockpile Access Act. Listen to the recording at:
https://www.nativeamericacalling.com/thursday-march-19-2020-keeping-track-of-covid19/?utm_campaign=lam&utm_medium=email&utm_source=ak.
Impact of the Coronavirus on Tribes
According to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), those who are most
at risk of getting sick from the coronavirus are older adults and people with serious medical
conditions. Because Native Americans have the highest rates of Type 2 diabetes in the
country and continue to die of chronic lower respiratory and heart diseases at higher
rates than other Americans, many fall into the higher risk category for COVID-19. That’s
why it is crucial for tribes to have access to emergency funding and medical supplies.
Tribes, IHS, and Indian health organizations received a $40 million set-aside in the
Coronavirus Preparedness and Response Supplemental Appropriations Act (H.R. 6074) and
$64 million in the Families First Coronavirus Response Act (H.R. 6201,
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/housebill/6074?utm_campaign=lam&utm_medium=email&utm_source=ak), passed on March 6 and
18, respectively. But most tribes have yet to receive any of the emergency funding because there
is currently no mechanism for the funds to be distributed from the CDC to IHS.
IHS also received an additional $1 billion to address critical response needs in Indian
Country through the CARES Act (H.R. 748, https://www.congress.gov/bill/116thcongress/house-bill/6074?utm_campaign=lam&utm_medium=email&utm_source=ak),
which
passed into law on March 27.
In an attempt to improve information flow and ensure access to resources, 27 senators
wrote a
letter
(https://www.indianz.com/News/2020/03/09/indiancountrycoronavirus.pdf?utm_campaign=lam
&utm_medium=email&utm_source=ak) to Vice President Mike Pence urging him to include
an IHS representative on the administration’s COVID-19 task force. We thank the senators
for their leadership in making sure the needs of Indian Country are met during this crisis.
Bill Tracker
Violence Against Women Reauthorization Act of 2019:
Passed in the House (H.R. 1585), two versions introduced in the Senate (S. 2920 and S. 2843).
Savanna’s Act (H.R. 2733/S. 227) and Not Invisible Act (H.R. 2438/S. 982):
Passed in Senate."
Congress passed legislation, in December 2019, recognizing the Little Shell Tribe, a
band of Chippewa Indians now in Montana, as a federally recognized Tribe ("Little Shell
Tribe Receives Recognition," Navajo Times, December 26, 2020).
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"House Ways and Means Committee to Hold Hearing on Tribal Tax Matters; Joint
Committee on Taxation Issues Analysis on Tax Issues Affecting Indian Country," Hobbs-Straus
GM 20-005, March 2, 2020, https://www.hobbsstraus.com/general_memo/general-memorandum20-005/, reported, "On March 4, 2020, the House Ways and Means Committee will hold a
hearing entitled 'Examining the Impact of the Tax Code on Native American Tribes.' In
anticipation of the coming hearing, the Joint Committee on Taxation has released a new
overview of federal tax provisions and analysis regarding taxation issues affecting Indian
tribal
governments
and
their
members.
That
report
is
available at:
https://www.jct.gov/publications.html?func=startdown&id=5249.
Part I of the 65-page report provides an overview of the legal framework governing federal
and state taxation of Indian tribes and their members. That part of the report also discusses the
taxing powers of Indian tribes, including a summary of the problem of conflicting state and tribal
tax authority (dual taxation).
Part II of the report discusses the federal tax code provision, 26 U.S.C. § 7871, which
affords Indian tribes comparable treatment to that of U.S. States for certain purposes. A number
of those purposes, however, impose additional limitations and conditions on tribes. Tribes and
tribal advocates have sought legislative amendments to eliminate these limitations, which often
operate to impede economic development in Indian Country.
The upcoming March 4 hearing will be an opportunity for tribes and their representatives
to engage directly with the House Committee on changes necessary to ensure that the tax code
treats tribal governments consistently with other sovereigns in the federal system and to promote
tax code changes that can stimulate investment and create jobs in Indian Country. Please let us
know if we can provide you with more information on the March 4 hearing, taxation issues in
Indian Country, or assistance preparing a written statement for the hearing record, which we
understand will be open through March 17, 2020."
Jessica Myers, "Blasting sacred sites for border wall 'forever damaged tribes,'" ICT,
February 27, 2020, https://indiancountrytoday.com/news/blasting-sacred-sites-for-border-wallforever-damaged-tribes-l07IOraogEaFC5Lvn9pekQ, reported, "An emotional Tohono O’odham
Nation chairman told lawmakers Wednesday that blasting on sacred sites in national
monuments to build a border wall near his reservation has 'forever damaged our people.'”
"His testimony came hours after the government carried out a new round of
explosions near the southern border as a group of invited journalists watched. Construction
crews this month began blasting and bulldozing through hills to build a 30-foot (9-meter)
steel wall 60 feet wide (18 meters wide) in Organ Pipe Cactus National Monument.
Environmental groups also are decrying the work at the national parks system site
that's named for its cactuses resembling organ pipes and is a largely untouched example of
Sonoran Desert habitat."
"Norris was one of six witnesses testifying at a House Natural Resources subcommittee
looking into damage caused by contractors as they build a stretch of border wall through Organ
Pipe Cactus National Monument, which stretches along the border and abuts the Tohono O’odham
Nation."
Chairman
Norris'
testimony
is
available
at:
https://naturalresources.house.gov/imo/media/doc/SCIP%2002.26%20%20Chairman%20Norris.pdf.
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Navajo Nation President Jonathan Nez and Havasupai Council Member Carletta
Tilousi testified, June 2, at a hearing or The House Natural Resources Committee, saying that
the Department of the Interior is moving too quickly to reopen national parks, failing to set
up adequate health and safety procedures to protect tribal members or park visitors during
the corona virus pandemic. This is especially important in areas where rapid reopening of activity
has been accompanied by an increase of COVID 19 cases (Ellie Borst, "Tribal health concerns
about re-opening national parks 'have fallen on deaf ears,'" ICT, June 4, 2020,
https://files.constantcontact.com/c2394f27001/400722bc-a0d6-453a-875b-9e3cc3fad468.pdf).
Federal Agency Developments
Ace Agoyo, "Arbitrary and capricious’: Study casts doubt on COVID-19 payments to
tribes,"
Lakota
Times
(Republished
from
IndinZ),
May
21,
2020,
https://www.lakotatimes.com/articles/arbitrary-and-capricious-study-casts-doubt-on-covid-19payments-to-tribes/, reported, "As tribes continue to fight for the $8 billion in coronavirus
relief, they were promised more than seven weeks ago, new research is casting doubt on the
accuracy and fairness of the Trump administration’s handling of the fund.
According to a team of experts in Indian law and policy, the payments distributed so
far have been 'arbitrary and capricious' despite claims of transparency from the Department
of the Treasury. Tribes have received COVID-19 relief monies that don’t adequately reflect
their citizenship base, the researchers said on Monday.
'The case is strong that an appropriate allocation rule would employ the current tribal
enrollment figures sub-mitted by tribes to the Treasury Department in mid-April,' researchers from
the Harvard Project on American Indian Economic Development and the Native Nations Institute
at the University of Arizona said.
Under threat of federal prosecution, tribes submitted enrollment figures and other data to
the U.S. government in anticipation of receiving shares of the $8 billion coronavirus relief fund.
Amid intense scrutiny in the media, Congress and the courts, Treasury changed course on May 5
and said it was going to base the first round of payments on Indian housing data maintained by an
entirely different federal agency.
Yet some of the leading scholars in Indian Country economic development and governance
found that using such data produced 'widely and wildly differing allocation results,' the new report
shows. Their work indicates that some tribes received payments below what they should have
gotten — but it’s not possible to tell because it’s not clear how Treasury arrived at the amounts
that have already been sent out under the Coronavirus Aid, Relief and Economic Security Act, also
known as the CARES Act."
"Mashpee Wampanoag Tribal Reservation Disestablished By Trump Administration:
Urgent
Action
Needed,"
Cultural
Survival,
March
30,
2020,
https://www.culturalsurvival.org/news/mashpee-wampanoag-tribal-reservation-disestablishedtrump-administration-urgent-action-needed, reported, "On March 27, 2020, in the midst of
responding to the COVID-19 pandemic, Mashpee Wampanoag Tribe Chairman Cedric
Cromwell was informed by the Bureau of Indian Affairs that the Tribe’s reservation will be
'disestablished' as ordered by the Secretary of the U.S. Department of the Interior, David
Bernhardt.
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The Mashpee Wampanoag, the People of the First Light, have occupied the same region
for over 12,000 years and have faced diminishment of their homelands since colonization. The
Mashpee Wampanoag Tribe in Massachusetts, the very tribe that welcomed the Pilgrims exactly
400 years ago in 1620, is at risk of losing what is left of their homelands due to a determination
made by the Bureau of Indian Affairs. The latest decision is a blow to Tribal sovereignty and
undermines the future and sustainability of the Tribal Nation.
Cromwell said he believed that the Bureau of Indian Affairs had wanted to contact him to
see if there was anything that the Tribe needed during the coronavirus pandemic. Instead, the
Bureau offered him news of the Tribe’s disestablishment without providing any justification or
additional information.
'At 4:00 pm today — on the very day that the United States has reached a record 100,000
confirmed cases of the coronavirus and our Tribe is desperately struggling with responding to this
devastating pandemic — the Bureau of Indian Affairs informed me that the Secretary of the
Interior has ordered that our reservation be disestablished and that our land be taken out of trust.
Not since the termination era of the mid-twentieth century has a Secretary taken action to
disestablish a reservation,' Cromwell wrote in a statement.
The land in question, which includes 150 acres in the town of Mashpee, Massachusetts and
another 170 acres in the neighboring city of Taunton, had been established into trust as of
September 2015 by the Obama administration, after years of advocacy work by the Mashpee Tribe.
The Obama decision was threatened by the Trump administration in September 2018. The recent
Bureau of Indian Affairs order removes the entirety of the Mashpee Wampanoag Tribe’s 320 acres
of reservation land.
This will mark the first time Native land has been taken out of trust since the “termination
era” of the 1940s-1960s in which the US government intentionally attempted to assimilate Native
Americans
into
the
broader
culture.
The Tribe currently has two lawsuits pending in the courts that could help to counter
this decision. On February 27, the First Circuit Court in Boston handed the Tribe an initial
set back towards affirming Tribal land permanently into trust. Another case in Washington,
D.C. federal court is still pending.
'The Secretary is under no court order to take our land out of trust. He is fully aware
that litigation to uphold our status as a Tribe eligible for the benefits of the Indian Reorganization
Act is ongoing,' Cromwell said in his statement.
David Bernhardt was confirmed to replace Ryan Zinke as the Secretary of the Interior in
April 2019. According to the NRDC, Bernhardt is a longtime Washington insider who previously
worked to open up Yellowstone National Park to recreational snowmobilers and the Arctic
National Wildlife Refuge to oil and gas development. Bernhardt is a former lobbyist whose
clients include major oil and gas companies as well as Rosemont Copper, a proposed copper mine
near Tucson, AZ, that’s been the subject of an 11-year legal battle with the Tohono O’odham and
the Hopi Tribes.
Cultural Survival stands in solidarity with the Mashpee Wampanoag in demanding respect
for Tribal land rights and denouncing the continual attacks against their sovereignty.
The Tribe is asking Congress to protect its reservation lands and has put forth the "Mashpee
Wampanoag Tribe Reservation Reaffirmation Act (HR.312)” which would permanently confirm
the Tribe’s homeland. The bill has bipartisan support, but it is currently stuck in the
Senate. President Trump tweeted his opposition in May 2018, which could slow its passage.
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To take action in support of the Mashpee, Sign the petition here
(https://sign.moveon.org/petitions/stand-with-the-mashpee?bucket&source=facebook-sharebutton&time=1578814977&utm_campaign&utm_source=facebook&share=6d568e71-5a944f46-bfe6fba029f32e81&fbclid=IwAR0oNunChZ6A9hfLfRysXa8UzKeAspdW_uBOvINNsk9Uw0O6Tx
9lvFTvURg).
For more information on how to support the Mashpee Wampanoag Tribe,
visit #StandwithMashpee — Mashpee Wampanoag Tribe (https://mashpeewampanoagtribensn.gov/standwithmashpee)."
"Presidential Task Force on Missing and Murdered American Indians and Alaska Natives
to Resume Remote Listening Sessions," National Congress of American Indians (NCIA), May22,
2020,
http://www.ncai.org/news/articles/2020/05/22/presidential-task-force-on-missing-andmurdered-american-indians-and-alaska-natives-to-resume-remote-listening-sessions,
"The
Presidential Task Force on Missing and Murdered American Indians and Alaska Natives
announced four listening sessions to be conducted by teleconference in May and June. In
response to the COVID-19 health emergency, previously scheduled in-person sessions have been
postponed and will be rescheduled as soon as it is safe to do so.
American Indians and Alaska Natives experience disproportionately high rates of
violence. President Trump has called the crisis of missing and murdered Native Americans
'sobering and heartbreaking.' The task force, designated Operation Lady Justice, has been
empowered to review Indian Country cold cases, to strengthen law enforcement protocols,
and work with tribes to improve investigations, information sharing and a more seamless
response to missing persons investigations.
Tribal Listening Session Webinars are open to Tribal Leaders and others. Sessions
will include a short presentation about the current activities of the task force, followed by a
listening session.
Registration information for the following listening sessions is available
at https://operationladyjustice.usdoj.gov/.
May 27, 2:00 - 3:30 p.m. EDT
Tribes in Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA)’s Eastern Region (Tribal land located in
Louisiana, Arkansas, Missouri, Illinois, Indiana, Ohio and all states to the east coast)
May 29, 2:00 - 3:30 p.m. EDT
Tribes in BIA’s Southern Plains, Southwest, Western and Rocky Mountain Regions (Tribal
land located in Texas, Oklahoma, Kansas, Colorado New Mexico, Nevada, Utah, Arizona,
Montana and Wyoming)
June 2, 2:00 - 3:30 p.m. EDT
Tribes in BIA’s Midwest and Great Plains Regions (Tribal land located in Minnesota, Iowa,
Michigan, Wisconsin, North Dakota, North Dakota and Nebraska)
June 3, 2:00 - 3:30 p.m. EDT
Tribes in BIA’s Pacific, Northwestern and Alaska Regions (Tribal land located in
California, Oregon, Washington, Idaho and Alaska)
The members of the task force are:
Katharine (Katie) Sullivan, Principal Deputy Assistant Attorney General, Office of Justice
Programs, designee for the Attorney General;
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Tara Sweeney, Assistant Secretary for Indian Affairs, designee for the Secretary of the
Interior;
Terry Wade, Executive Assistant Director, Criminal, Cyber, Response and Services
Branch, Federal Bureau of Investigation;
Laura Rogers, Acting Director, Office on Violence Against Women;
Charles (Charlie) Addington, Deputy Bureau Director, Bureau of Indian Affairs, Office of
Justice Services;
Trent Shores, U.S. Attorney for the Northern District of Oklahoma and Chair of the Native
American Issues Subcommittee of the Attorney General’s Advisory Committee; and
Jean (Jeannie) Hovland, Deputy Assistant Secretary for Native American Affairs and
Commissioner, Administration for Native Americans, Department of Health and Human Services.
Marcia Good, of the Department of Justice, serves as the Executive Director of the Task
Force. The Task Force will present a progress report to the President by Nov. 26, 2020, and a final
report detailing its activities and accomplishments by Nov. 26, 2021.
The year 2020 marks the 150th anniversary of the Department of Justice. Learn more about
the history of the Department of Justice at www.Justice.gov/Celebrating150Years. 2020 also
marks 171st anniversary of the Department of the Interior. Learn more about the history of DOI
at www.doi.gov/history/."
"BIA Self-Governance Application Deadline of March 1," Hobbs-Straus GM 20-003,
January 27, 2020, https://www.hobbsstraus.com/general_memo/general-memorandum-20-003/,
reported, "The Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA) published a notice in the January 24, 2020,
FEDERAL REGISTER that the deadline for Indian tribes/consortia to submit completed
applications to begin participation in the Self-Governance program in fiscal year 2021 or
calendar year 2021 is March 1, 2020. The notice is attached and available at: GM_20003_BIA_Self_Governance_Applications_due_March_1.pdf.
Agreements for fiscal year 2021 need to be signed and submitted to the tribes who are party
to the agreement and to Congress by July 1. Agreements for calendar year 2021 need to be signed
and submitted by October 1.
Tribes/consortia that are currently involved in self-governance negotiations with the BIA
or already have a signed agreement do not need to respond to the notice."
"CEQ Requests Comments on Proposed Rule to Amend NEPA Regulations," HobbsStraus GM 20-004, March 2, 2020, https://www.hobbsstraus.com/general_memo/generalmemorandum-20-004/, "The Council on Environmental Quality (“CEQ”) on January 10, 2020,
published a Notice of Proposed Rulemaking that would update regulations implementing the
National Environmental Policy Act (“NEPA”). NEPA requires federal agencies to assess the
environmental effects of proposed major federal actions prior to making decisions. CEQ’s
proposed changes would restrict NEPA review in significant ways but would also increase
opportunities for tribes’ participation in some ways. Written comments are due March 10,
2020.
For example, the proposed rule would reduce the decisions to which NEPA review
applies and provide federal agencies significant discretion in determining its applicability. It
would limit the definition of 'major federal action' to exclude 'non-Federal projects with
minimal Federal funding or minimal Federal involvement where the agency cannot control
the outcome of the project.' It would also add a NEPA threshold applicability analysis that
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includes examining whether compliance with NEPA would 'clearly and fundamentally
conflict with the requirements of another statute' or 'be inconsistent with Congressional
intent due to the requirements of another statute.' These proposed changes are likely to
exempt currently-covered federal actions from NEPA review, such as the issuance of permits
for otherwise privately funded projects, and give federal agencies significant discretion to
implement vague threshold tests.
The proposed rule would also prevent the federal government from considering more
removed effects of major federal actions. The proposed rule would remove from the
definition of 'effect' both indirect and cumulative effects, and it would state that, 'effects
should not be considered significant if they are remote in time, geographically remote, or the
product of a lengthy causal chain.' These restrictions are likely to allow agencies to avoid
examining area or national impacts as well as downstream impacts and climate change.
In its proposed rule, CEQ also made some changes designed to increase tribes’
participation in NEPA review, including increasing consultation with tribes and removing
provisions that refer only to tribal involvement for effects felt on reservation land."
Kalle Benallie, "New Indian Health Service director confirmed," ICT, April 23, 2020,
https://files.constantcontact.com/c2394f27001/1676ae36-f1b7-4ddd-ac45-fad38712e60a.pdf,
reported that following Senate confirmation, "The Indian Health Service has a new director:
Rear Adm. Michael Weahkee, Zuni Pueblo."
"Census Bureau Statement on 2020 Operations on Tribal Lands," Lakota Times, May 28,
2020,
https://www.lakotatimes.com/articles/census-bureau-statement-on-2020-operations-ontribal-lands/, reported the U.S Census Bureau's May statement on the 2020 census on tribal lands,
"The U.S Census Bureau is committed to a complete and accurate count of American Indian
and Alaska Native (AIAN) population, wherever they live. The AIAN population is diverse and
geographically dispersed across the country. While most do not live on designated tribal lands or
reservations, those who do are among groups historically undercounted in the census. For years,
the Census Bureau has been working closely with tribal governments to change this – and make
sure everyone counts in the 2020 Census.
As part of this effort, census takers are set to go household to household and drop off
census materials at front doors in tribal communities. This operation, dubbed Update Leave,
promises to up the count by allowing us to confirm each household’s physical location and
provide a special Census ID number in materials tied to that location.
Due to COVID-19, we delayed Update Leave to protect the health and safety of our
staff and tribal communities. We made the move knowing we could still achieve a complete
and accurate count – and are working closely with tribal leaders to determine the right time
to resume this important operation. Currently, we are doing a phased re-opening in areas
where it is safe to do so.
We understand there are many questions about how to participate in the 2020 Census. The
Update Leave operation generally affects rural households that use post office boxes to receive
regular mail or lack traditional mailing addresses. Most urban households use physical street
addresses for mail delivery, so we mailed invitations and reminders with instructions on how to
respond to the census. As a result, many AIAN people who live outside designated tribal lands
have already received census invitations with a Census ID linked to their specific address. Using
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a Census ID when completing the census helps us get an accurate count and avoids the need for
follow-up by a census worker to confirm household information.
We continue to encourage any household to respond online at 2020census.gov, by phone
or by mail and look forward to being back in tribal com."
"Rural areas, tribal lands hit hardest by census interruption," Lakota Times, May 28, 2020,
https://www.lakotatimes.com/articles/rural-areas-tribal-lands-hit-hardest-by-census-interruption/,
reported, "While the U.S. Census Bureau is restarting that work, leaders in rural America
worry it will be difficult to catch up in communities that are already among the toughest to
count. Ultimately, it could cost them congressional seats and federal funding for highways,
schools and health care that the once-a-decade count divvies up."
"Census Bureau Resumes Update/ Leave Operation in Some States," National Congress of
American Indians, May 19, 2020. " http://www.ncai.org/news/articles/2020/05/19/census-bureauresumes-update-leave-operation-in-some-states, The Census Bureau will restart operations in
11 additional states (AZ*, CO, IN, IA, LA, NE, NV, NM*, NY*, RI, and WY) and Puerto
Rico, including dropping census invitation packets at the front doors of rural households and
households that don't normally receive mail at home (known as the Update/Leave operation).
As a reminder, on May 6, 2020, the Census Bureau resumed the hand delivery of census
packets in AK, AL, AR, ID, ME, MS, MT, ND, OK, TN, UT, VT, and WV. On May 13, the
Census Bureau resumed operations in an additional 54 Area Census Offices across FL, GA,
KS, KY, MO, NC, OR, PA, and WA."
"Task Force on Missing and Murdered to Resume Remote Listening Sessions," Lakota
Times, May 28, 2020, https://www.lakotatimes.com/articles/task-force-on-missing-andmurdered-to-resume-remote-listening-sessions/, reported, "The Presidential Task Force on
Missing and Murdered American Indians and Alaska Natives announced four listening
sessions to be conducted by teleconference in May and June. In response to the COVID-19
health emergency, previously scheduled in-person sessions have been postponed and will be
rescheduled as soon as it is safe to do so."
Tribal Listening Session Webinars are open to Tribal Leaders and others. Sessions will
include a short presentation about the current activities of the task force, followed by a listening
session.
Registration information for the following listening sessions is available
at operationladyjustice.usdoj. gov/ May 27, 2:00 – 3:30 p.m. EDT: Tribes in Bureau of Indian
Affairs (BIA)’ s Eastern Region (Tribal land located in Louisiana, Arkansas, Missouri, Illinois,
Indiana, Ohio and all states to the east coast).
May 29, 2:00 – 3:30 p.m. EDT: Tribes in BIA’s Southern Plains, Southwest, Western and
Rocky Mountain Regions (Tribal land located in Texas, Oklahoma, Kansas, Colorado New
Mexico, Nevada, Utah, Arizona, Montana and Wyoming).
June 2, 2:00 – 3:30 p.m. EDT: Tribes in BIA’s Midwest and Great Plains Regions (Tribal
land located in Minnesota, Iowa, Michigan, Wisconsin, North Dakota, North Dakota, South
Dakota and Nebraska).
June 3, 2:00 – 3:30 p.m. EDT: Tribes in BIA’s Pacific, Northwestern and Alaska Regions
(Tribal land located in California, Oregon, Washington, Idaho and Alaska)."
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Homeland Security/Immigration and Naturalization Service (INS): Terri Hansen and Joe
Yracheta, "Indigenous Migrant Children at Higher Risk for Flu-Related Deaths, Yet Denied Basic
Flu
Shot,"
Cultural
Survival,
December
30,
2019,
https://www.culturalsurvival.org/news/indigenous-migrant-children-higher-risk-flu-relateddeaths-yet-denied-basic-flu-shot, reported, "This is turning out to be a particularly nasty flu
season and is especially concerning for Indigenous children and adults migrating from Latin,
Central, and South America detained in holding pens at the U.S. southern border, and then
denied flu vaccination.
Some genetics experts say Indigenous Peoples run a greater risk of dying from flu-related
illness than other or ethnic groups, especially from the still-circulating H1N1 influenza A
strain.
According to Freedom for Immigrants, most migrant detainees are from Mexico, El
Salvador, Honduras, and Guatemala and have more Indigenous ancestry than other
Hispanic groups, according to the American Journal of Human Genetics, as reported by journalist
James Giago Davies.
Research dating from the 2009 H1N1 influenza A pandemic found Indigenous Peoples
suffered flu-related deaths at rates up to eight times greater than other races or ethnicities.
The scientific journal, Clinical Infectious Diseases, stated the death rates in Mexico from
reported 2009 H1N1 influenza cases were the highest of any other country for which
estimates were available. In that country, individuals aged 5–19 and 20–59 years were at
disproportionate risk of death.
In the United States, those who identify as "Hispanic/Latinos" comprised 15 percent
of the population yet represented 30 percent of all reported cases during the early spring
2009 wave of the epidemic. H1N1 infection in 2009 put 89 out of every 100,000
"Hispanic/Latino" children under the age of five in the hospital for flu-related illness, compared to
29.1 out of every 100,000 of non-Hispanic white children of the same age.
A
U.S.
Centers
for
Disease
Control
and
prevention study (https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/preview/mmwrhtml/mm5848a1.htm)
of
American Indians in 12 states including Arizona and New Mexico found their death rate
from H1N1-related illness was four times greater than other races or ethnicities.
John Redd MD, an epidemiologist with the Indian Health Service in 2009 and a report coauthor, told this reporter that year they had been worried at the outset of the H1N1 outbreak. 'We
knew from previous outbreaks that there was severe disease happening in American Indian and
Alaska Native and other Indigenous populations.'
And
a
2014
study
published
in Open
Forum
Infectious
Diseases
(https://academic.oup.com/ofid/article/1/1/ofu031/2280696) found that influenza-related
hospitalization rates suggest that American Indians and Alaska Natives might suffer
disproportionately from influenza illness compared with the general U.S. population.
The U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention recommends that everyone six
months and older get a yearly seasonal flu vaccine by the end of October, if possible, to ensure
the best available protection against the flu. But children in migrant detention will not be
vaccinated.
'In general, due to the short term nature of Customs and Border Protection [CBP] holding,
the time the vaccine takes to begin working, and the complexities of operating vaccination
programs, neither CBP nor its medical contractors administer vaccines to those in our custody,'
CBP told CNBC on August 20.
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But the denial of flu vaccine to migrant children upon arrival to this country is
especially concerning due to the lack of continuous care and barriers these children face in
obtaining adequate, ongoing treatment once they are released into the U.S., health care
providers in the U.S. say.
President Trump's new policy of returning migrants to be held in Mexico means
thousands of unvaccinated people will be crowded together in unhealthy border camps.
Three migrant children have died of flu-related infections in the past year while in
CBP detention, including a 2 year-old, a 6 year-old, and 16-year-old Guatemalan Carlos Gregorio
Hernandez Vasquez, who died in a concrete cell block after writhing and vomiting on the floor
alone overnight last May, according to video obtained by ProPublica.
A team of Harvard and Johns Hopkins medical experts say these tragic deaths reflect
a rate of influenza death substantially higher than that in the general population. They called
for an investigation into these deaths in a letter to Congress. The letter also argued that CBP
should vaccinate the children to prevent more deaths.
'Data from several countries indicate Indigenous populations suffer from more severe
influenza,' Andrew Pekosz, Professor of Microbiology at Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of
Public Health told Cultural Survival in an email. 'The reasons for this aren’t clear, but it does make
these populations high priority for influenza vaccination.'
Historical evidence indicates Indigenous populations have been disproportionately
affected by influenza pandemics than other population groups since record keeping
began. These numbers are significant.
Studies in 2009 (https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/preview/mmwrhtml/mm5848a1.htm)
found that deaths related to the H1N1 flu in Indigenous populations in Canada, New Zealand
and Australia were three to eight times higher than other races and ethnicities.
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander (https://healthinfonet.ecu.edu.au/learn/healthtopics/respiratory-health/influenza/#aihref3)people get influenza more often, and get more severe
forms of influenza, than non-Indigenous people.
And studies of Indigenous populations in Alaska and Australia by researchers at
Australia’s
University
of
Melbourne
in
2013 found
(https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/24395804/) that genetic differences put Indigenous
Peoples at higher risk of severe complications and death from a strain of Avian influenza or
bird flu called H7N9 that had emerged in China and Taiwan.
To protect Indigenous Australians, the Australian researchers studied 31 populations from
different continents based on 1919 data from the influenza pandemic that had decimated
Indigenous Peoples worldwide, study co-author Katherine Kedzierska, associate professor at the
University of Melbourne’s department of microbiology and immunology told this journalist in
2014.
The researchers tested pre-existing immunity and found the prevalence of T-cell
immunity depends on ethnicity and that Indigenous Peoples, owing to their historical
isolation, lacked a key protein necessary to fight the virus.
The researchers found that just 16 percent of the Indigenous populations in Alaska
and Australia had a robust T-cell response, compared to 57 percent of non-Native
populations."
"U.S. Departments of Treasury and Interior Release Update on Distribution of Coronavirus
Relief Fund Funding and Formula," National Congress of American Indians (NCAI), May 5, 2020,
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http://www.ncai.org/news/articles/2020/05/05/u-s-departments-of-treasury-and-interior-releaseupdate-on-distribution-of-coronavirus-relief-fund-funding-and-formula, reported, "Today, the
U.S. Department of the Treasury and the Department of the Interior issued a statement regarding
the Coronavirus Relief Fund (CRF) dollars with updates on set-aside funding for tribal
governments
as
follows:
'The Secretaries will:
Distribute 60 percent of the $8 billion to Tribes based on population data used in the
distribution of the Indian Housing Block Grant (IHBG), subject to a floor of $100,000. This
data is based on U.S. Census figures and is already familiar to Tribal governments.
Distribute the remaining 40 percent of the $8 billion based on the total number of
persons employed by the Indian Tribe and any tribally-owned entity, and further data to be
collected related to the amount of higher expenses faced by the tribe in the fight against
COVID-19.
Payment to Tribes will begin today based on the population allocation, and will take
place over several banking days. Amounts calculated for Alaska Native Claims Settlement
Act regional and village corporations will be held back until pending litigation relating to
their eligibility is resolved.
Payments to Tribes based on employment and expenditure data will be made at a
later date. Treasury will work with Tribes to confirm employment numbers and seek
additional information regarding higher expenses due to the public health emergency.'
'Treasury notes that the pending litigation has introduced additional uncertainty into
the process of implementing the allocation and making payments to the Tribes, but Treasury
is endeavoring to make payments of the remaining amounts as promptly as possible consistent
with the Department’s obligation to ensure that allocations are made in a fair and appropriate
manner.
Also today, the Treasury Department posted a document regarding its Coronavirus Relief
Fund (CRF) methodology titled 'Allocations to Tribal Governments.' The document can be
found here:
https://home.treasury.gov/policy-issues/cares/state-and-localgovernmentshttps:/home.treasury.gov/policy-issues/cares/state-and-local-governments.
Further, on May 4, 2020, the Treasury Department updated its Frequently Asked Questions
on use of CRF funds here: https://home.treasury.gov/system/files/136/Coronavirus-Relief-FundFrequently-Asked-Questions.pdf. Treasury’s CRF website is available here (No longer available).
If you have questions about the CRF, please contact Fatima Abbas, NCAI Director of
Policy and Legislative Counsel, at fabbas@ncai.org."
"Final Rule for Community Reinvestment Act Features Landmark Provisions to Increase
Access to Capital and Credit for Indian Country, The National Congress of American Indians,
(NCAI), May 21, 2020, http://www.ncai.org/news/articles/2020/05/21/final-rule-for-communityreinvestment-act-features-landmark-provisions-to-increase-access-to-capital-and-credit-forindian-country, reported, "Yesterday, the Office of the Comptroller of the Currency (OCC)
released
the
much-anticipated Final
Rule
(https://occ.gov/news-issuances/newsreleases/2020/nr-occ-202063.html?utm_source=Nafoa+Mailing+List&utm_campaign=bd5f4e3201-policy-alert-cra-occfinal-rule-released&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_dcdb537bb2-bd5f4e320176096911&ct=t(policy-alert-cra-occ-final-rule-released)
modernizing
the
Community
Reinvestment Act (CRA), a regulatory framework that features landmark provisions
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designed to incentivize increased access to capital and credit for tribal governments,
communities, and citizens.
Leading up to the release of the Final Rule, NCAI, the Native American Finance Officers
Association (NAFOA), and our partners had closely engaged the OCC and Federal Deposit
Insurance Corporation for more than two years about how best to modernize the CRA so that it
serves the unique challenges and needs of Indian Country. The CRA Final Rule – which the OCC
explains 'makes capital more accessible in Indian Country and rural and distressed areas” –
addresses several major priorities outlined in NCAI’s April 2020 comments on the OCC’s Notice
of Proposed Rulemaking, notably:
·
specific measures aimed at spurring investments in tribal public safety, housing,
education, healthcare, and communications infrastructure, as well as other community and
economic development projects on tribal lands;
·
providing banks with CRA credit for serving tribal communities even when Indian
Country falls outside their CRA assessment areas; and
·
creating CRA scoring incentives for banks that choose to do business in Indian
Country.
'We are both relieved and excited to see that the final rule governing the Community
Reinvestment Act retains the landmark provisions for Indian Country that NCAI, NAFOA,
and its partners fought so hard to get included,' said Kevin J. Allis, Chief Executive Officer
of the National Congress of American Indians. 'As we turn to implementing this new rule,
NCAI plans to work closely with our Indian Country and federal partners to ensure that the
CRA fully achieves its intended benefits for tribal nations and communities.'
For more information about the Final Rule, check out OCC’s Fact Sheet
(https://www.occ.treas.gov/topics/consumers-and-communities/cra/cra-final-rule-factsheet.pdf?utm_source=Nafoa+Mailing+List&utm_campaign=bd5f4e3201-policy-alert-cra-occfinal-rule-released&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_dcdb537bb2-bd5f4e320176096911&ct=t(policy-alert-cra-occ-final-rule-released)).
About the Community Reinvestment Act
The CRA was signed into law in 1977 to encourage depository institutions to help serve
the credit needs of the communities in which they operate, in particular low- and moderate-income
areas and populations. The Act also sought to deter discriminatory credit and lending practices
against those populations, a practice commonly known as “redlining.” With many Indian
reservations located in the poorest regions of the country, and with a significant portion of the
Native population considered to have low or moderate incomes, on paper the CRA should have
discernably enhanced the ability of Native people to access capital and credit through CRAqualifying financial institutions. However, as the CDFI Fund’s landmark 2016 “Access to Capital
and Credit in Native Communities” report noted, while the CRA “was not intended to exclude
Native Communities living on tribal lands...in practice it often does,” and banks under the Act’s
current regulations can easily satisfy CRA requirements “without working with a Native
Community located on Native lands (communities which otherwise meet CRA criteria)” if they so
choose. The modernized regulations feature several measures to address these issues."
"Federal Communications Commission to Provide Rural Tribal Priority Window to
License
Spectrum,"
Hobbs-Straus
GM
20-001,
January
6,
2020,
https://www.hobbsstraus.com/general_memo/general-memorandum-20-001/, reported, "The
Federal Communications Commission (FCC) recently announced that it will provide Tribes
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with an opportunity to license unclaimed 2.5GHz spectrum on their rural tribal lands from
February 3, 2020 to August 3, 2020. After this 'Rural Tribal Priority Window,' the FCC will
auction off whatever spectrum Tribes have not claimed, licensing it to private companies. The
Rural Tribal Priority Window presents an important opportunity for Tribes to claim spectrum,
which is an increasingly valuable resource. The FCC is holding a workshop on the Rural Tribal
Priority Window on January 14, 2020 in Washington, D.C.
The 2.5GHz band of spectrum can be used for either fixed or mobile wireless broadband
deployment. With this spectrum, tribes can promote educational and business activities, support
telehealth systems, or use the spectrum for a variety of other purposes.
The spectrum that is available during the Rural Tribal Priority Window is 2.5GHz spectrum
that was previously set aside for Educational Broadband Services (EBS). Much of this spectrum
was not utilized, and in July 2019 the FCC voted to remove the educational restrictions on this
spectrum as part of its larger effort to speed the deployment of 5G technology. This band of
spectrum is in high demand. However, before private companies interested in deploying 5G will
have the opportunity to bid on this spectrum, tribes can claim unused spectrum that is on rural
tribal lands at no cost.
The spectrum that is available must be on “tribal lands,” as defined in FCC regulations.
Spectrum must also be rural, which the FCC has defined for this particular tribal process as being
“not part of an urbanized area or urban cluster area with a population equal to or greater than
50,000.” Finally, spectrum must also be currently unclaimed. The FCC has provided maps that
show what tribal lands are eligible and whether unclaimed 2.5GHz spectrum is available on those
lands.
Once Tribes claim spectrum licenses, they are free to lease them to third parties, including
private companies. The FCC has removed previous restrictions on the leasing of this spectrum.
Tribes will have buildout requirements for the 2.5GHz spectrum that they license. Within
two years, Tribes must demonstrate that they are providing within their service area either: (1) 50
percent coverage for mobile or point-to-multipoint service; (2) one link per 50,000 people for fixed
point-to-point service; or (3) 50 percent population coverage for broadcast service. Tribes must
then meet final buildout requirements within five years, and they can demonstrate compliance by
showing: (1) 80% population coverage for mobile or point-to-multipoint service; (2) one link per
25,000 people for fixed point-to-point service; or (3) 80% population coverage for broadcast
service.
In setting buildout requirements, the FCC noted that the equipment necessary to provide
service on the 2.5GHz band has decreased significantly in cost and difficulty of deployment over
time. The FCC, therefore, believes that the buildout requirements should not be onerous. After
Tribes meet buildout requirements, they can assign or transfer control of their licenses to others.
This means that Tribes, once buildout requirements are met, will have authority to lease or sell
spectrum rights to others should they choose."
Federal Indian Budgets
COPID-19 Funding
Kerri Colfer, "Native American Legislative Update," Friends Committee on National
Legislation (FCNL), March 2020,
https://fcnl.actionkit.com/mailings/view/12114?t=1&akid=12114%2E30420%2EvHLY3f,
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(Welcome to FCNL's Native American Legislative Update! NALU is a monthly newsletter about
FCNL's Native American policy advocacy and ways for you to engage members of Congress.),
reported, "Tribes, IHS, and Indian health organizations received a $40 million set-aside in
the Coronavirus Preparedness and Response Supplemental Appropriations Act
(H.R. 6074) and $64 million in the Families First Coronavirus Response Act (H.R. 6201,
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/housebill/6074?utm_campaign=lam&utm_medium=email&utm_source=ak), passed on March 6 and
18, respectively. But most tribes have yet to receive any of the emergency funding because there
is currently no mechanism for the funds to be distributed from the CDC to IHS.
IHS also received an additional $1 billion to address critical response needs in Indian
Country through the CARES Act (H.R. 748, https://www.congress.gov/bill/116thcongress/house-bill/6074?utm_campaign=lam&utm_medium=email&utm_source=ak),
which
passed into law on March 27."
A key issue concerning distribution of funds under the CARED act is whether or not
Alaska Native corporations are eligible to receive them. Joaqlin Estus, "Probe launched into
Interior leaks, handling of $8 billion for tribes," ICT, May 11, 2020,
https://indiancountrytoday.com/news/probe-launched-into-interior-leaks-handling-of-8-billionfor-tribes-hhdnPXEuWUSc2VAxrAOkTQ, reported, "The relief law defined tribes by
referencing a definition in the Indian Self Determination Act that includes Native
corporations as Indian tribes. Corporations say there is no ambiguity: Alaska Native
regional and village corporations are “tribes” under the law. The corporations note they are
specifically included in the definition of tribes in the Self Determination Act, and were
created under the Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act of 1971 to support Alaska Native
communities and shareholders economically, culturally and socially. Thus, they contend,
they qualify for the relief act funds.
But the Interior Department does not include the Native for-profit corporations on
its list of federally recognized tribes. Under treaties and extensive case law, federally
recognized tribes are sovereign governments with a government-to-government relationship
with the federal government. The tribes argue the relief funding was intended for tribal
governments carrying out essential COVID response activities, not Alaska Native businesses.
They say other parts of the relief law address business losses such as any the corporations
experienced. Some 20 tribes have joined the suit."
"FY 2020 Enacted Indian Health Service Appropriations; SDPI Extended through May 22,
2020,"
Hobbs-Straus
GM-20-002,
January
21,
2020,
https://www.hobbsstraus.com/general_memo/general-memorandum-19-017/, reported, "In this
Memorandum we report on highlights of the final FY 2020 enacted appropriations for the
Indian Health Service (IHS). The Further Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2020 (Act) was
signed on December 20, 2019, two hours before a government shutdown would have gone into
effect. The Act, Public Law 116-94, includes eight appropriations bills and the Indian Health
Service is in Division D of the Act. The Act is effective until the end of the fiscal year (September
30, 2020).
Attached at GM_20-002_FY_2020_IHS_Enacted.pdf is a chart from the Manager’s
Explanatory Statement (essentially a Conference report) which shows the IHS account amounts
for FY 2019 enacted, FY 2020 Administration’s request, and FY 2020 enacted. The Explanatory
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Statement can be found in the December 17, 2019, Congressional Record. The Explanatory
Statement provides that directives contained in House Report 116-100 and Senate Report 116-123
stand unless changed in the Statement. The reports can be found here:
House
Report
116-100:
https://www.congress.gov/116/crpt/hrpt100/CRPT116hrpt100.pdf.
Senate
Report
116-123:
https://www.congress.gov/116/crpt/srpt123/CRPT116srpt123.pdf.
Special Diabetes Program for Indians. The Act also includes short-term authorizations of
several mandatory-funded health programs including the Special Diabetes Program for
Indians (SDPI) and the Community Health Centers through May 22, 2020. Funding for SDPI
is at the current annual level of $150 million. It is likely that bills extending these health
programs beyond May 22 will attract proposals to add other health-related proposals to it.
Overview. The Act provides $6.04 billion for the IHS, a 4 percent increase above the
FY 2019 enacted level. A significant part of the increase is for the 105(l) lease requirements
(see below). Also of note is that the Act provides, as Congress did in FY 2019, the authority
that the funds can be used within two fiscal years instead of one year. Thus the FY 2020
funds will remain available until September 30, 2021.
Other increases include $6.4 million for the Urban Indian Health program for a total of
$57.7 million and a $7.9 million increase for Indian Health Professions for a total of $65.3 million.
Among the programs whose funding remained the same as in FY 2019 are the Indian Health Care
Improvement Fund ($72 million); Purchased/Referred Care ($964.8 million); Alcohol and
Substance Abuse Program ($245.6 million – maintains the $10 million for the opioid program);
and under Hospitals and Clinics the Act maintains level funding for accreditation emergencies
($58 million).
Congress rejected the Administration’s proposed cuts to the Community Health
Representatives, Indian Health Professions, supplemental funding for Village Clinics, and
Facilities Construction and for the elimination of funds for Health Education and Tribal
Management programs.
In some cases, Congress partially funded the Administration’s requested increases.
Congress provided $8 million toward the modernization of electronic health records which is one
third of the requested amount. The Act prohibits IHS from obligating these funds or implementing
a new Information Technology system unless they have consulted with House and Senate
Appropriations Committees 90 days in advance. Congress also provided $5 million toward
development of a lower-48 Community Health Aide Program (CHAP) which is one quarter of the
requested amount. Senate Report language notes that these funds are not to diminish the funds for
the currently established CHAP program in Alaska.
Congress did not fund the requested increase of $25 million for the Administration’s wideranging HIV/Hepatitis C Initiative.
105(l) Leasing. A significant part of the IHS increase is for the Indian Self-Determination
and Education Act Section 105(l) lease provision which requires IHS to enter into and fully fund
leases for facilities controlled by tribal providers and used to carry out ISDEAA agreements. The
Act provides $125 million for the leases – an $89 million increase over FY 2019 enacted.
House Report language directs the IHS to consider whether the 105(l) leases should be considered
a separate line item in the budget and funded in the same manner as Contract Support Costs (“such
sums as may be necessary”), a solution that has been recommended by tribes.
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The Senate Report reflects the concerns expressed by Senate Interior Appropriations
Chairman Murkowski regarding future required funding of clinic leases in light of the Maniilaq v.
Burwell decisions. The Senate Report directs the IHS to communicate regularly with the
Committee on estimates of the costs of the 105(l) leases. It also asks the IHS to report on challenges
to budgeting for the costs and on the rationale behind its decision to have 12-month lease
agreements instead of leases on a prospective basis. In addition, the Committee directs IHS, the
Departments of Interior and Justice, and the Office of Management and Budget to work with
congressional committees to formulate budget strategies and to discuss whether 'in light of
the Maniilaq decisions, these funds should be reclassified as an appropriated entitlement.' Finally,
the Senate Report expresses the view that the 105(l) lease requests should be accounted for
separately from the Village Built Clinics in the FY 2021 budget request.
The Explanatory Statement likewise expresses concern that the increasing costs of the
105(l) leases (IHS and BIA) have the potential to increase, causing 'a high level of unpredictability
into the budget process' and impacting core tribal programs whose funding is discretionary. It
directs the Departments of Interior and Health and Human Services to consult with tribes and work
with the Office of Management and Budget and congressional committees of jurisdiction 'to
formulate long-term accounting, budget and legislative strategies to address the situation,
including discussions about whether, in light of the Maniilaq decisions, these funds should be
reclassified as an appropriated entitlement.'
Contract Support Costs (CSC). CSC would continue to be funded at “such sums as may
be necessary” which is estimated at $820 million. Continued in the General Provisions of the Act
are provisions that prohibit BIA and IHS from using FY 2020 CSC funds to pay past-year CSC
claims or to repay the Judgment Fund for judgements of settlements related to past-year CSC
claims. They do not preclude tribes from recovering such judgments or settlements from the
Judgment Fund.
Housing Allowances. The Act continues language from FY 2019 that the IHS may provide
to civilian medical personnel serving in hospitals operated by the IHS housing allowances
equivalent to those that would be provided to Commissioned Corps members serving in similar
positions at such hospitals. The Administration proposed to continue this provision.
Indian Health Facilities. The Facilities account received a 3.8 percent increase. Of the
$911 million for health care facilities construction, $5 million is for Green Infrastructure and $25
million for Small Ambulatory Clinics (a $10 million increase). The Explanatory Statement echoes
the House and Senate Committee Reports’ support for the Joint Venture program while directing
them to establish “a more consistent application cycle of between three to five years. At each
competitive cycle, IHS should select a specific number of awards and non-selected applications
should be eligible to reapply during the next competitive cycle.”
Alaska Moratorium Provision. The Act extends through September 30, 2020, the Alaska
moratorium provision that, with some exceptions, prohibits IHS from contracting directly under
the Indian Self-Determination and Education Assistance Act with any tribe that is a member of a
regional tribal health organization."
"The Administration will release its FY 2021 proposed budget on Monday, February 10,
although that does not necessarily mean that the individual federal agency budget books will be
available on that date."
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In the Courts
Lower Federal Courts
"Mashpee Wampanoag Tribe and Native Organizations Encouraged by Recent Decision
in Mashpee v. Bernhardt and Now Call on DOI for Recommitment to Tribal Sovereignty,"
National Congress of American Indians, June 6, 2020, E-mail, reported and commented,
"Yesterday, the United States District Court for the District of Columbia rendered a decision
in favor of the Mashpee Wampanoag Tribe in the case of Mashpee Wampanoag Tribe v.
Bernhardt. In its opinion, Judge Paul L. Friedman ruled:
'The Court will grant the Mashpee Tribe’s motion for summary judgment and deny
the federal defendants’ and defendant-intervenors’ motions for summary judgment.
Furthermore, because the Secretary of the Interior’s September 7, 2018 Record of Decision
is arbitrary, capricious, an abuse of discretion, and contrary to law, the Court remands the
matter to the Secretary of the Interior for a thorough reconsideration and re-evaluation of
the evidence before him consistent with this Opinion, the 2014 M-Opinion, M-37209 – its
standard and the evidence permitted therein – and the Department’s prior decisions
applying the M-Opinion’s two-part test.'
For the first time since the termination era, the Department of the Interior (DOI) attempted
to disestablish a Tribal reservation, ordering the homelands of the Mashpee Wampanoag Tribe to
be taken out of trust. The order from DOI Secretary David Bernhardt came on March 27, 2020, as
the Tribal Nation worked to respond to the COVID-19 public health emergency, during active
litigation on the status of the land, and following the rescission of the 2014 Carcieri M-Opinion
and the issuance of a new 4-part test to qualify under the first definition of 'Indian' in the Indian
Reorganization Act (IRA). On March 30, 2020, the Mashpee Wampanoag Tribe asked the Court
to issue an emergency restraining order to prevent DOI from taking immediate action to
disestablish its reservation.
'The DC District Court righted what would have been a terrible and historic injustice
by finding that the Department of the Interior broke the law in attempting to take our land
out of trust,' said Mashpee Wampanoag Tribal Chairman, Cedric Cromwell. /We will continue to
work with the Department of the Interior — and fight them if necessary — to ensure our land
remains in trust.'
The Court ruled DOI’s 2018 decision that the Mashpee Wampanoag Tribe did not prove it
was 'under federal jurisdiction' in 1934, and therefore did not meet the first definition of “Indian”
under the IRA—making the Mashpee Wampanoag Tribe ineligible to acquire land in trust—was
arbitrary and capricious. It remanded the decision to DOI with clear direction to issue a decision
consistent with the 2014 M-Opinion’s standard and the evidence permitted therein, as well as
DOI’s prior decisions applying the 2014 M-Opinion test. The Court further directed DOI to
properly address each piece of evidence, give a reasoned analysis as to whether it is probative,
explain any departure from past DOI precedent, and view all probative evidence in concert rather
than in isolation. And importantly, the Court’s decision also mandates that DOI maintain the land
in trust pending DOI’s new determination and prevents DOI from applying its new 4-part test in
this case.
'USET SPF is pleased that the Court acted swiftly and justly to provide necessary certainty
to the Mashpee Wampanoag in these uncertain times,' said USET SPF President, Kirk Francis.
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'The Department of the Interior was under no order to take the land out of trust, and so to attempt
to rob the Mashpee of their homelands is nothing short of shameful. The Department should be
assisting Tribal Nations as we work to reestablish our homelands after centuries of federal action
designed to assimilate and terminate. Instead, actions by this Administration are aimed at
perpetuating antiquated and regressive federal policies, resulting in the destabilization of our
governments. While we celebrate this victory with Mashpee and all of Indian Country today, the
centuries-long fight to protect and restore Tribal homelands is ongoing and we must remain
steadfast in our vigilance. We continue to stand with Mashpee as the Department reexamines its
evidence on remand.'
'On behalf of the National Congress of American Indians, we congratulate the Mashpee
Wampanoag Tribe on their historic victory. We consider this a win for all of Indian Country,' said
NCAI President Fawn Sharp. 'The Mashpee Wampanoag relationship with the United States is one
of political equality, derived from their inherent sovereignty, powers, and authority that long
predates the United States. No federal agency or civil servant has the authority to diminish or in
any way undermine that unique political relationship and standing. We will remain vigilant and
stand united with Mashpee who have shaped and supported this country from the arrival of the
first European settlers and will coexist as sovereign equals for generations to come.'
USET SPF and NCAI share a profound commitment to Tribal sovereignty and the
restoration of Tribal homelands. In light of this commitment, we have been advocating for a fix to
the Supreme Court decision in Carcieri v. Salazar since it was handed down in 2009. Carcieri has
created a deeply inequitable 2-class system, in which some Tribal Nations have the ability to
restore their homelands and others do not. This 2-class system serves to deny these Tribal Nations
a critical component of the trust relationship, vital aspects of the exercise of inherent sovereignty,
and the opportunity to qualify for several government programs.
We continue to call for the immediate passage of a fix that contains the two features
necessary to restore parity to the land-into-trust process:
(1) A reaffirmation of the status of current trust lands; and
(2) Confirmation that the Secretary has authority to take land into trust for all federally
recognized Tribal Nations.
While this decision is an important step toward righting centuries of wrong against the
Mashpee Wampanoag Tribe, our collective work is not finished. We urge and await a positive
determination from DOI on Mashpee’s homelands once and for all. Our organizations will
continue to fight for the restoration of Tribal homelands and the full delivery of trust and treaty
obligations. We call upon DOI to recommit itself to the restoration of homelands, the trust
obligation, and Tribal sovereignty."
Maggie Astor, "North Dakota Tribes Score Key Voting Rights Victory: In a win for voting
rights advocates, North Dakota agreed to a binding consent decree to ensure that Native Americans
can vote without an ID that shows a residential addresses," The New York Times, February 13,
2020, https://www.nytimes.com/2020/02/13/us/politics/north-dakota-voter-id.html, reported,
"North Dakota officials have reached a settlement with two Native American tribes[, Spirit
Lake and Standing Rock Sioux tribes,] over the state’s restrictive voter identification law.
The settlement, announced on Thursday, includes a legally binding consent decree to
ensure that Native American voters are not disenfranchised. It is a major victory for the tribes and
— pending formal approval by tribal councils — will resolve two lawsuits challenging the
constitutionality of the law, which requires voters to show an ID with a residential address.
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Many Native American reservations do not use traditional addresses, and the law —
which the Republican-controlled North Dakota Legislature passed shortly after a Democrat,
Heidi Heitkamp, won a close Senate race in 2012 with strong support from Native Americans
— meant they could not vote with an ID that listed a post office box as an address. Ms.
Heitkamp was defeated by Kevin Cramer, a Republican, in 2018.
Under the new consent decree, the North Dakota secretary of state will be required to
ensure that Native Americans can vote even if they don’t have a residential address, or if
they have one but don’t know what it is. (In many cases, buildings have an official address
in county records but no signage, and tribal members have never used the address.)"
The U.S. Court of Appeals for the Ninth Circuit ruled, in in March 2020, that the
BNSF Railway could not run 100 car oil trains across the Swinomish land, in Washington
State, as doing so violated the 1948 Indian Right of Way Act, which limited the number of
cars in trains running across reservations ("United States Federal Court Upholds Ruling that
Railway Companies Cannot Run Trains through Swinomish Land," Cultural Survival Quarterly,
June 2020).
Ben Pryor, "Oklahoma governor raises the stakes in fight with tribes," ICT, January 23,
2020, https://indiancountrytoday.com/news/oklahoma-governor-raises-the-stakes-in-fight-withtribes-2SmjEUCIP0y3k6CRQ6aTlA, reported, "Oklahoma Governor Kevin Stitt asked a
federal judge late Wednesday to declare tribal casinos Class III electronic games illegal. The
request by the governor includes ordering tribal casinos across the state of Oklahoma to stop
offering the majority of electronic and table games.
The filing by Stitt was an escalation of the conflict and a direct response to a lawsuit
filed by tribes in the state, namely the Chickasaw, Cherokee, and Choctaw Nations."
The governor claims that the existing 15-year compacts that authorize gambling
exclusively at tribal casinos expired on January 1, 2020. Indian Nations assert that the
governor's claims are wrong. The governor wishes to renegotiate the compacts, raising the
fees the 30 Oklahoma tribes pay to the state to 25% of income from the present 4% to 10%.
A great deal is at stake. Currently Indian nations gaming fees bring the state over $140
million each year. Research by Kyle D. Dean, PhD, Director, Center for Native American and
Urban Studies Meinders School of Business Oklahoma City University, The Economic Impact of
Tribal
Nations
in
Oklahoma
Fiscal
Year
2017
(https://www.unitedforoklahoma.com/media/1456/2019-economic-impact-of-tribal-nations-inoklahoma.pdf) found that in 2017, "Oklahoma tribes employed 51,674 Oklahoma workers in
2017, paying out wages and benefits of $2.7 billion to Oklahomans. If Oklahoma tribes were
an industry, they would rank as the 11th largest by employment."
"When combining business revenues, government expenditures, and capital expenditures,
Oklahoma tribes accounted for $7.7 billion in direct Oklahoma production. If Oklahoma
tribes were an industry, they would rank as the 9th largest by production."
"In cooperation with the federal government, Oklahoma tribes spent significant dollars on
health care, education, and transportation which benefitted all Oklahomans.
Health Care for tribal citizens resulted in a savings of $88 million through the
reduction of Medicaid match payments that would otherwise be borne by the state.
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Oklahoma tribes invested heavily in tribal education and primary, secondary, and higher
education benefitting all Oklahomans. In total, tribes invested $198 million for human capital
development in the state.
Oklahoma Tribes have provided more than $1.5 billion in exclusivity fees to the state
since 2006, of which $1.3 billion have been transferred to the HB 1017 Education Fund to
support statewide education programs.
Oklahoma tribes brought $42.6 million into the state for construction and
maintenance of Oklahoma roads, bridges, and other transportation infrastructure used by
all Oklahomans."
"When analyzed in the context of the Oklahoma economy and accounting for spillover
(multiplier) impacts, we estimate that tribal activities supported:
– 96,177 jobs in the state
– $4.6 billion in wages and benefits to Oklahoma workers
– $12.9 billion in state production of goods and services. This is the total economic
impact."
"DOI Agrees to Temporarily Refrain from Removing Mashpee Land from Trust," HobbsStraus General Memorandum 20-008, April 10, 2020, https://www.hobbsstraus.com/wpcontent/uploads/2020/04/GM_20-008_DOI-Agrees-to-Temporarily-Refrain-from-RemovingMashpee-Land-from-Trust-430pm-2.pdf, reported, "On April 6, 2020, the United States District
Court for the District of Columbia temporarily set aside the Mashpee Wampanoag Tribe’s
(Mashpee) emergency motion for a temporary restraining order after the Department of
Interior (DOI) agreed to refrain from taking Mashpee’s land out of trust until May 15, 2020.
An oral argument is set for May 7, 2020.
Mashpee filed its motion for a temporary restraining order in response to a memorandum
issued by the DOI Secretary on March 27, 2020, directing the Bureau of Indian Affairs Director
and Eastern Regional Director to rescind Mashpee’s trust acquisition decision and revoke its
reservation proclamation, also annulling the gaming eligibility determination. Should the
Secretary’s directive ultimately take effect, Mashpee would hold the land in fee title. The
Secretary’s decision to take Mashpee’s land out of trust is remarkable, as it was issued during the
COVID-19 pandemic. This type of executive action has not regularly occurred since the
Termination Era, and DOI’s authority to acquire land into trust for Mashpee is still at issue in
ongoing litigation.
In 2015, DOI issued a decision that it would acquire land into trust under the Indian
Reorganization Act (“IRA”) for Mashpee on the basis that it qualified under the IRA’s second
definition of Indian: “all persons who are descendants of such members who were, on June 1,
1934, residing within the present boundaries of any Indian reservation.” DOI concluded land
qualified as a reservation for purposes of the IRA’s second definition of Indian when it was set
aside for Indian use and occupation and the set aside carried legal effect. For Mashpee, it
determined that land set aside by a colonial government over which Mashpee exercised ownership
and control and which the federal government acknowledged qualified as a reservation.
Although Mashpee cooperated with Massachusetts and its localities during the trust
acquisition process, local residents brought an action challenging DOI’s decision. The United
States District Court for the District of Massachusetts struck down DOI’s decision on the basis
that the IRA’s second definition of Indian incorporates the first definition’s 'under federal
jurisdiction' requirement at issue in the Supreme Court’s Carcieri decision. During this litigation,
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DOI voluntarily dismissed its appeal to the First Circuit, leaving Mashpee alone to defend DOI’s
decision. On March 19, 2020, the First Circuit issued a mandate carrying out its final
judgment regarding interpretation of the IRA’s second definition of Indian. Asserting the
mandate required DOI to rescind its earlier trust acquisition decision, the Secretary issued
the March 27, 2020, memorandum directing Mashpee’s land be taken out of trust.
However, arguments regarding Mashpee’s eligibility to acquire land into trust have
not been exhausted. After issuing its decision on the IRA’s second definition of Indian, the
District Court remanded the decision to DOI, noting that DOI still had authority to
determine whether Mashpee satisfied the IRA’s first definition of Indian. DOI thereafter
issued a decision that Mashpee did not qualify under the IRA’s first definition of Indian,
which Mashpee challenged in the United States District Court for the District of Columbia.
Motions for summary judgement are fully briefed, but no decision has been rendered in this case.
Mashpee filed an emergency motion for a temporary restraining order and a motion for a
preliminary injunction on March 30, 2020, in its case before the United States District Court for
the District of Columbia seeking to prevent DOI from taking its land out of trust until the litigation
is decided. Thereafter, DOI agreed to refrain from completing the 'ministerial tasks' necessary to
transfer the land out of trust, revoke the reservation proclamation, and annul the gaming eligibility
determination until May 15, 2020. Mashpee agreed to the District Court holding its motion for a
temporary restraining order in abeyance. The District Court set a briefing schedule for Mashpee’s
motion for a preliminary injunction, with an oral argument scheduled for May 7, 2020. It may
consolidate consideration of the motion for a preliminary injunction with the parties’ motions for
summary judgment.
Related to Mashpee’s efforts to acquire land into trust and associated litigation, in a
recently-released M-Opinion dated March 9, 2020, and numbered M-37054, DOI set forth the
legal standard it will use when determining whether a tribe is eligible to acquire land into
trust under the IRA’s second definition of Indian. The M-Opinion follows the First Circuit’s
decision in Mashpee that the IRA’s second definition of Indian incorporates the first definition’s
“under federal jurisdiction” requirement. However, it goes beyond the First Circuit’s decision—
requiring a 1934 resident of the reservation to be alive today and requiring the 1934
reservation to have been a federal reservation through a federal set aside or federal
superintendence.
As a result of DOI’s recent decisions, there is renewed interest in advancing
congressional 'Carcieri fix' legislation and legislation that would directly reaffirm Mashpee’s
eligibility to acquire land into trust under the IRA and protect its current trust land."
Joaqlin Estus, "Lawsuit says City of Nome ignored sexual assaults against Alaska Native,"
ICT, February 24, 2020, https://indiancountrytoday.com/news/lawsuit-says-city-of-nomeignored-sexual-assaults-against-alaska-native-women-Lun7EhFg8Uuob-si1uNsIw, reported,
"The ACLU Alaska filed suit against the city of Nome on Thursday for looking the other
way for years as Alaska Native women were raped and sexually assaulted. Police did not
follow up on about a quarter of the reports of sexual assault between 2005 and 2018. They
didn’t interview the victims or alleged assailants much less collect evidence. That’s according
to an investigation by a then new police chief, Bob Estes, who in 2018 brought in officers he’d
worked with before to go through 460 files dating back to 2005. "
State and Local Courts
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"Arizona Supreme Court Creates New Tribal Sovereign Immunity Test for Tribal
Corporations,"
Hobbs
Straus
GM
20-006,
March
12,
2020,
https://www.hobbsstraus.com/general_memo/general-memorandum-20-006/,
reportd,
"On
February 25, 2020, the Arizona Supreme Court ruled that the sovereign immunity of the
Hualapai Tribe does not extend to one of its tribal corporations. In doing so, the court set
forth a six-part test for determining when a tribal corporation is protected by tribal
sovereign immunity.
In Hwal’Bay Ba: J Enterprises Inc. v. Jantzen et al., No. 19-0123 (Ariz. Feb. 25, 2020),
the plaintiff was severely injured in 2016 while whitewater rafting on the Colorado River. She
and her husband filed a negligence suit against the Hualapai Tribe and the rafting operator,
Hualapai River Runners, which is owned by the Grand Canyon Resort Corporation, a tribal
company incorporated under the laws of the Tribe. The plaintiffs sought compensatory and
punitive damages. The lower court dismissed the claim against the Tribe on the basis of
tribal sovereign immunity but held that the case against the tribal corporation could go
forward because the corporation was not protected by the Tribe’s sovereign immunity. An
appellate court later agreed. The Arizona Supreme Court agreed to determine whether the
tribal corporation was a 'subordinate economic organization' which would make it an arm
of the tribe and thus protected by sovereign immunity.
The court first noted that, '[w]e have not established a test to identify subordinate economic
organizations, and no nationwide consensus exists on the appropriate inquiry.' The court then
went on to create its own test for the Arizona courts to follow that involves six factors:
The entity’s creation and business form. The court said that it is important to consider who
created the entity, under what authority, and whether the entity is an unincorporated
enterprise, a partnership with a non-Indian enterprise, or a corporation. The court said that
if it is a corporation, it 'weighs heavily' against it being a subordinate economic
organization. The court said particular attention should be paid to whether the entity was
created by a governmental organization of the tribe formed under section 16 of the Indian
Reorganization Act (IRA) or by a corporation formed under section 17 of IRA. The court
said the former favors sovereign immunity while the latter does not.
The entity’s purpose. The court said that, '[i]f the entity’s purpose is solely to engage
in commercial activity, this factor weighs against immunity. … But if the purpose is to
further goals of tribal self-governance, even if the entity also has a commercial purpose, this
factor weighs in favor of immunity.'
The business relationship between the tribe and the entity. The court said, 'this
inquiry should illuminate the tribe’s ownership interest and the amount of control exercised
by it over the entity’s affairs.' The court said a factor weighing against the entity being an
arm of the tribe is shared or indirect ownership of the entity. On the other hand, 'a tribe’s
ownership of property used by the entity for its business pursuits weighs in favor of finding
that the entity is a subordinate economic organization.' Another consideration is 'whether
the entity represents the tribe in any capacity. The more the entity represents the tribe’s
interests, the more likely the entity serves as an arm of the tribe.'
The tribe’s intent to share immunity with the entity. The court said that lower courts
should pay attention to the actions of the tribe in determining intent. The courts said, for
instance, an entity’s indemnification of the tribe for tort liability or purchasing of liability
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insurance that protects the tribe from the entity’s negligence is evidence that the tribe expects
the entity to be responsible for its torts.
The financial relationship between the entity and the tribe. The court said that lower
courts should determine 'whether the tribe’s assets are protected from judgments entered
against the entity.' The court said that even if tribal assets are not directly at risk, the courts
must consider whether a judgment against the entity would 'effectively strike a blow against
the tribal treasury' if the tribe depends upon the entity’s revenues to fund governmental
functions.
Whether immunizing the entity furthers federal policies underlying sovereign
immunity. The court said courts should separately consider whether recognizing sovereign
immunity for the tribal entity would further the federal policies behind the immunity
doctrine.
In ruling against tribal sovereign immunity for the tribal corporation, the court made
several key findings that it said outweighed other factors in favor of sovereign immunity. For
instance, the court noted that (1) the tribal corporation’s assets did not belong to the
Tribe;
(2) the board of directors, and not the Tribe, handles its control and operation; (3)
that the corporation can “merge, consolidate, reorganize [and] recapitalize” without tribal
council approval; and (4) that the Tribe does not oversee its day-to-day operations.
The court acknowledged there were facts weighing in favor of sovereign immunity
that included: (1) the Tribe’s constitution authorizing the tribal council to 'manage all tribal
economic affairs and enterprises' and 'establish and regulate subordinate organizations for
economic and other purposes'; (2) a tribal council resolution adopting a plan of organization
and bylaws for the tribal corporation; (3) a plan of organization stating that the tribal
corporation has sovereign immunity that cannot be waived without the tribal council’s
permission; (4) the Tribe’s capitalization of the tribal corporation and authorization to make
additional capital investments or loans; (5) the Tribe’s role as the sole corporate shareholder
with a prohibition on the transfer or pledging of its stock; (6) the tribal council’s ability to
appoint, suspend or remove the board of directors; (7) the tribal corporation’s monthly
reports to the tribal council; and (8) a requirement that the board must get tribal council
approval for key business decisions, including borrowing or making expenditures of more
than $50,000 and selling all or substantially all of its assets.
Despite these important findings, the court ruled that the tribal corporation did not
meet its burden of proof to establish that it was a subordinate economic organization. The
court, however, said the tribal corporation could still ask to be dismissed as a defendant by
presenting more evidence in the lower court. For instance, new evidence might illuminate
whether the tribal corporation’s revenues fund any governmental functions of the Tribe and
the extent to which the Tribe depends on those revenues for those functions."
Susan Montoya Bryan, "ACLU sues school district over 'bloody Indian' comment: The
incident occurred in November 2018 when a New Mexico teacher cut one Native student's hair
and said an racially-insensitive comment to another Native student ," ICT, January 9, 2020,
https://indiancountrytoday.com/news/aclu-sues-school-district-over-bloody-indian-comment7EANzPmCT02uuvgsbw7EmQ, reported, "The American Civil Liberties Union of New Mexico
on Wednesday sued the state's largest school district and a former teacher over a 2018
incident where the teacher allegedly cut a Native student's hair during class on Halloween
and asked another student if she was dressed as a “bloody Indian.”
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The ACLU's complaint against Albuquerque Public Schools and the former teacher, Mary
Jane Eastin, contends she created a hostile learning environment and discriminated against
McKenzie Johnson, Navajo. The group also claims the school district failed to properly train
teachers and provide for student safety."
Previously, Johnson had filed discrimination charges against the school district, in May
2019, with the New Mexico Human Rights Bureau, on which the Bureau did not reach a
determination. The school district had denied Johnson's allegations, but its superintendent issued
a public apology and announced to parents that Eastin would not continue to teach English at
Cibola High School.
State of Oklahoma Republican legislative leaders asked the Oklahoma Supreme
Court to determine whether Governor Keven Stitt acted beyond his authority in making 15
year compacts between the state and the Red Rock, Oklahoma based Otoe-Missouri Tribe
and the Lawton-based Comanche Nation, in April 2020, allowing the tribal casinos to offer
sports betting, while the state received an increased share of the gaming revenue. The other
tribal gaming establishments in Oklahoma remained closed, in early June, in a dispute with
the governor over the power of the governor to force the nations to provide a higher
percentage of their earnings to the state while existing compacts remained in place. The
Oklahoma Indian Gaming Association has suspended the membership of the two tribes that settled
with the governor ("Oklahoma justices asked to settle compact tiff with governor," Navajo Times,
June 11, 2020).
"Student Sues: Turned Away for Beaded Graduation Cap," Lakota Times, April 30, 2020,
https://www.lakotatimes.com/articles/student-sues-turned-away-for-beaded-graduation-cap/,
reported, "On Friday, April 24, 2020, Larissa Waln (Sisseton Wahpeton Oyate) and her father
Bryan Waln (Rosebud Sioux Tribe), represented by the Native American Rights Fund (NARF)
and Rothstein Donatelli, brought suit against the Dysart (AZ) School District, and the Valley
Vista High School. In May 2019, Larissa Waln was a graduating senior at Valley Vista High
School. However, the school district chose to turn her away from her graduation ceremony
because she was wearing religious attire, namely a beaded graduation cap including a sacred
medicine wheel and eagle plume that had been blessed for the occasion."
By suing the plaintiffs hope to prevent happening to other Native American students in the
future.
For more about wearing eagle feathers at graduation visit www.narf.org/ cases/graduation/.
The American Civil Liberties Union (ACLU) filed suit in the New Mexico Second
District Court against the Albuquerque Public Schools and a teacher, concerning an incident
on Halloween, 2018, when it was reported a teacher, after cutting an Indian student's braids,
said to another student whose costume included a simulated wound, "What are you supposed
to be, a bloody Indian?" (Pauly Denetclaw, "ACLU files lawsuit in APS Halloween incident,"
Navajo Times, January 16, 2020).
Tribal Government and State and Local Government Developments
Rights

Tristan Suarez, "Urgent Action Needed on Five Bills Advancing Indigenous Peoples
in
Massachusetts,"
Cultural
Survival,
January
29,
2020,
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https://www.culturalsurvival.org/news/urgent-action-needed-five-bills-advancing-indigenouspeoples-rights-massachusetts, reported, "Native American and human rights organizations
around the Commonwealth are currently working to pass five bills before the current
legislative session in Massachusetts. All five of these bills are working to address longstanding problems within Massachusetts and American society towards Native communities.
On February 5, 2020, the state will decide the fate of key issues such as the removal of racist
iconography in school mascots and state symbolism, changing Columbus Day to Indigenous
Peoples Day, the protection of Native artifacts and heritage, and the creation of a permanent
commission on Indigenous education within the state.
Massachusetts, being one of the oldest settlements in North America, has a long and
brutal history in regard to its treatment of Native communities. The state itself is represented
by the image of a Native man beneath a lofted sword, symbolizing how Native Peoples were
perceived by colonial authorities. Massachusetts history is one rife with brutalities,
insensitivity, and general disregard for all Native Peoples. Across the state, monikers of
colonial dominance can be seen in churlish representations of Native American team mascots
and school symbols. Public schools continue to diminutize centuries of violence and cultural
genocide by celebrating racial caricatures. In Massachusetts, there are still close to 40
schools which use imagery and names that depict Native Americans. Bills S.247/H.443 and
S.1877/H.2776 would work to remove racist imagery from state symbols and schools
respectively.
North Quincy High School in Massachusetts is one example of a school that has adamantly
held on to its cartoonish Native American mascot. As a former student, I can attest to the
prevalence and general acceptance the community has had for the mascot, ‘Yakoo’. Teachers,
students, and alumni of the school have defended the mascot’s continued existence for years. In
1991, the school was brought before the federal civil rights office in Boston. After an initial
investigation, the city concluded that the mascot was only ‘situationally offensive’. Quincy parents
continue to voice their support. Thomas Koch, the city’s mayor said in 2017, 'This is a very
innocent mascot...I just think we’re making a mountain out of a molehill here.'Jordan Alexander,
a former student at the school, recently reflected on his time wearing the mascot outfit, 'I’m actually
guilty of wearing the get up they had for it once. But once I educated myself about it, I realized
how incredibly racist it is.'
The image of the 'leathered and feathered' Native has been the facilitator of many decades
of exclusion, violence, and exploitation against Native people for centuries. Quincy, and thirtyseven other schools with 'redskin' mascots engage with racist imagery that dates as far back as an
era in which it was common belief among white men that Native Americans should not be allowed
to exist in this country.
Christopher Columbus has been recognized as the Father of the Atlantic Slave Trade, the
progenitor of Indigenous genocide, and is continually celebrated in Massachusetts every October.
Indigenous People in Massachusetts are forgotten by the state every year by its refusal to change
the context of the holiday. In 1989, South Dakota became the first state to alter the holiday to
reflect and celebrate Native perseverance and culture. Cities like Cambridge, Somerville, and
Brookline have all agreed it is time to stop aggrandizing Columbus and to start recognizing the
resilience of Indigenous Peoples. Cultural Survival shared at the time of the name change in
Cambridge, 'This is part of a growing movement across the country to change the narrative of
history towards a recognition of the survival, resilience, diversity, and strength of Indigenous
Peoples, who are among us as residents in Massachusetts and indeed across New England, the
194

United States, and the world.' The bill on the table for the 2020 session, H.3665, would ensure
that Massachusetts as a state would be obliged to honor the experiences and contemporary
realities of Native Peoples.
Massachusetts, long lauded for its academic tradition and respect for history, also continues
to disrespect Native archaeology and heritage. In 1990, the Federal Government passed the
Native American Graves and Repatriation Act (NAGPRA), requiring all states to protect
and return all grave goods, remains, and signifiers of cultural autonomy to Native hands.
While this should have ensured the protection of sacred objects, as recently as 2018, Medford
city council was forced to cancel an auction of Native artifacts after concern were voiced that
the city may have violated the terms of the Native American Graves and Repatriation Act.
Bill H. 2948/S. 1811 would ensure the state’s total commitment to Federal agreements over
Native sovereignty over cultural items and ensure continued efforts to safeguard artifacts,
history, and culture for generations to come.
While many of the issues on the table for the 2020 legislature have their roots in the deep
seeded content of the past, Native youth in contemporary Massachusetts are also being considered.
One of the five bills, H. 444, is a move to create a permanent board of Indigenous education
in Massachusetts. If passed, this group would indefinitely work to allocate funds and labor
to enhancement of education throughout the reservations and public schools of the state.
Raising graduation rates, improving proficiency in Math and Sciences, and advocating for
greater representation and awareness from state resources are all goals this board would
work to achieve. In Massachusetts, only 3.1 percent of Native students are included in the
state aggregate with no differentiation between Native Hawaiian or Alaskan and
Massachusetts Native students. A board like this could help ensure that the necessary
consideration be taken for students of different identities and address the specific needs of
those communities.
To support these bills, here’s what you can do. Visit the Massachusetts Indigenous
Legislative Agenda at their website ."
Madonna Thunder Hawk, Cheyenne River Organizer, Lakota People's Law Project,
reported in an E-mail, May 12, 2020, https://www.lakotalaw.org/our-actions/covid-noem, stated,
"We have a potentially explosive situation at the Cheyenne River and Pine Ridge
Reservations. If you’ve been looking at the news, you may have seen that South Dakota
Governor Kristi Noem has threatened our tribes with legal action because we have taken the
rational step of setting up COVID-19 checkpoints on roads entering our homelands.
Native communities have the right to protect ourselves from the spread of disease,
and the law is on our side. You can help. Email Kristi Noem right now and tell her to walk back
her threat to Lakota tribes before lives are lost!
Governor Noem has failed to mandate common sense protections for tribes and all the
people of her state during the COVD-19 pandemic, so the Oglala and Cheyenne River Nations
have taken matters into our own hands by setting up these checkpoints on reservation roads to limit
the pandemic’s spread.
They are not roadblocks, and there is no truth to Governor Noem’s repeated
assertions that essential or emergency traffic is being detained or turned back. Here at
Cheyenne River, we are requiring visitors to fill out a health questionnaire or travel through
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the reservation without stopping. And just yesterday, two more positive cases at Pine Ridge
forced a 72-hour lockdown to enable contact tracing and keep folks safe.
Although Governor Noem asserts that the tribes have not engaged in adequate consultation
with state officials, both the Oglala and Cheyenne River Nations have interacted with a swath
of state agencies on this issue. 17 state senators have now published an open letter declaring
that she has no legal authority to regulate activity on reservation roads without tribal
consent.
Governor Noem in no position to issue threats. She’s failing to protect her own constituents
within our jurisdiction, so we will. This is a life or death situation, and we have a right to live."
In a new video, "Chase Iron Eyes — who serves as public relations director for Oglala
president Julian Bear Runner — discusses the urgency of protecting our citizens - available at:
https://www.lakotalaw.org/our-actions/covid-noem."
Oglala Sioux and Cheyenne River Sioux Stand Their Ground in South Dakota to Protect
Communities
from
COVID,"
Cultural
Survival,
May
12,
2020,
https://www.culturalsurvival.org/news/oglala-sioux-and-cheyenne-river-sioux-stand-theirground-south-dakota-protect-communities, reported, "On May 10, 2020, the Oglala Sioux Tribe
and the Cheyenne River Sioux Tribe in South Dakota were told by Governor Kristi Noem
they had to remove coronavirus checkpoints within 48 hours. However, given that the
Cheyenne River Sioux only have an eight-bed facility for the 12,000 people living on the
reservation, the checkpoints are an essential tool for regulating and limiting the spread of
COVID-19 on the reservation. Chairman Harold Frazier told CNN, 'with the lack of
resources we have medically, this is our best tool we have right now to try to prevent (the
spread of COVID-19).' The Tribes are exercising their rights to self-determination.
The Oglala Sioux Tribe released a statement on May 11 stating, 'The Oglala Sioux
Tribe's president has a message for South Dakota Governor Kristi Noem: since she won't
protect Tribal health and safety, Tribes have no choice but to take matters into their own
hands.'
Although Governor Noem stated on May 10 that “the checkpoints on state and U.S.
highways are not legal, and if they don’t come down, the state will take the matter to Federal
court,” Chairman Frazier has pointed out that the governor never actually contacted his office
before requesting that the checkpoints be removed. A bipartisan letter to the governor,
signed by 17 South Dakota legislators, including three recently elected Native American
women, states “the State of South Dakota [does not] have the authority to enforce State law
within boundaries of a Reservation,” referencing the 1851 and 1868 Ft. Laramie Treaties
and the 1990 8th Circuit Court of Appeals which held that the State of South Dakota has no
jurisdiction over the highways running through Indian lands in the state without Tribal
consent.
'We could have helped facilitate conversations and given your office unique insight as to
the history, culture, protocols, and vernacular of how to work together with Tribal governments,”
the letter explains. “You elected, however, not to contact us and sent an ultimatum to both Tribes.'
Democratic Senator Red Fawn Foster, (Oglala Lakota) Democratic Representative
Peri Pourier (Oglala Lakota) and Republican Representative Tamara St. John (Sisseton
Wahpeton Oyate) were all newly elected in 2019, and it is the first time this many Native
women hold seats in the South Dakota legislature at one time.
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In addition to violating Fort Laramie Treaties and state laws, the governor's decision is
counter to recommendations made by the United Nations in respecting Indigenous sovereignty
during the time of COVID, UN Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues Chairperson Anne
Nuorgam (Sami) urged States to “take immediate steps to ensure that Indigenous Peoples are
informed, protected and prioritized during the COVID-19 global health pandemic... States must
prevent outsiders from entering into [Indigenous] territories. Any plan or protective measures to
address indigenous peoples in voluntary isolation...should be multidisciplinary and follow agreed
protocols and international recommendations such as the recommendations of the Inter American
Commission on Human Rights.” She continued, “Indigenous Peoples can contribute to seeking
solutions. Their good practices of traditional healing and knowledge, such as sealing off
communities to prevent the spread of diseases and of voluntary isolation, are being followed
throughout the world today.”
Cultural Survival Executive Director Galina Angarova (Buryat) stated, "We support Oglala
Sioux and Cheyenne River Sioux Tribes in their self-determined efforts to respond to the crisis
and protect their communities. The Federal and the State governments need to respect their
decisions and adhere to the principles of the UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples."
Cultural Survival stands in solidarity with the Oglala Sioux and Cheyenne River Sioux in
South Dakota and urges South Dakota to respect Indigenous self-determination and sovereignty at
all times, but especially during a crisis such as the global COVID pandemic which threatens the
lives of Indigenous Peoples already at risk due to centuries of marginalization and colonization."
"South Dakota congressmen seek federal guidance on checkpoints," ICT, May 28, 2020,
https://files.constantcontact.com/c2394f27001/22e63c0c-f6cb-4ddc-b54b-943ba4ecf3b2.pdf,
reported, "South Dakota’s three Republican congressional delegates are calling on the federal
government for guidance regarding highway checkpoints the Cheyenne River Sioux Tribe
has put in place in response to the coronavirus pandemic.
U.S. Sens. John Thune and Mike Rounds and Rep. Dusty Johnson on Wednesday sent a
letter to U.S. Interior Secretary David Bernhardt and Attorney General William Barr, citing South
Dakota Gov. Kristi Noem’s May 20 plea to President Donald Trump for federal intervention."
Senate Majority Whip John Thune (R-SD), told reporters, May 19, 'We recognize the need
to protect the health and safety of tribal members while also allowing for the flow of traffic on
state and U.S. highways. As is noted in the letter, there remains disagreement about legal
authorities in this matter. We would appreciate it if the Department of the Interior and Department
of Justice would look into this matter promptly to provide additional guidance to both the state and
the tribe.'”
"SD Agencies Notified of Serious Voter Registration Violations," Lakota Times, May 28,
2020, https://www.lakotatimes.com/articles/sd-agencies-notified-of-serious-voter-registrationviolations/, reported, "On May 20, 2020, the Rosebud Sioux Tribe, the Oglala Sioux Tribe, and
Four Directions, a non-profit group that works to encourage civic participation in Indian
Country, notified South Dakota officials of serious and ongoing violations of federal
requirements for providing voter registration opportunities through public assistance
agencies and departments of motor vehicles. The notice letter, directed to the Secretary of State
as the state’s chief elections official, asks state officials to respond within 20 days to avoid the
need for federal court litigation. In this matter, the Tribes are represented by the Native American
Rights Fund (NARF) and Four Directions is represented by Demos.
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Under the National Voter Registration Act (NVRA), state public assistance agencies
and motor vehicle offices are required to provide voter registration services when people are
applying for services, renewing their eligibility, and providing change-of-address
information. The notice letter documents a steep drop in voter registration applications from
public assistance agencies in recent years, and other clear evidence of non-compliance with
the NVRA."
Simon Romero and Graham Lee Brewer, "Oklahoma’s Tribes Unite Against a Common
Foe: Their Cherokee Governor: Kevin Stitt’s demands for more money from Native American
casinos have sparked a bitter feud with economically powerful tribes — including his own," The
tribes paid $148 million in fees from casino operations to the state last year, 88 percent of which
was earmarked for Oklahoma’s public schools," The New York Times, February 20, 2020,
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/02/20/us/kevin-stitt-tribal-nations-oklahoma-casinos.html,
reported, "When Kevin Stitt campaigned for governor of Oklahoma, he said his identity as a
citizen of Cherokee Nation gave him 'firsthand' knowledge of the clout Native American
tribes wield in the state. But since his victory in November 2018, the tribal nations have been
teaching Mr. Stitt lessons in the politics of Indian Country.
In a rare act of coalescence, nearly all of Oklahoma’s 39 tribal nations are united
against the governor. Soon after taking office, Mr. Stitt proposed a sharp hike in the fees
that the tribes pay to operate their 130 lucrative casinos, unleashing fierce discussions across
the state about identity, economic power and tribal sovereignty."
At the December 2019 meeting of the Colorado Indian Commission, among the topics
discussed were the collaborative effort of the Southern Ute and Ute Mountain Tribes and the
Colorado Department of Health in carrying out listening sessions around southwest
Colorado on mental health issues. The data from the sessions was being analyzed for a report
to be used in developing mental health programing.
Also at the meeting, the Navajo Nation's Speaker's Office made a presentation about
its plans for economic and educational development in collaboration with the Ute Mountain
and Southern Ute Tribes on two pieces of property the Navajo Nation owns in Colorado. The
nation seeks favorable polices from the state of Colorado relating to the project (McKayla
Lee, "Commission addresses health, solar energy and partnerships," Southern Ute Drum,
December 20, 2020).
Robert Nott and Dillon Mullan, Santa Fe New Mexican, "Hundreds of millions for
education, but will it satisfy court’s order?" New Mexico Political Report, February23, 2020,
https://nmpoliticalreport.com/2020/02/23/hundreds-of-millions-for-education-but-will-it-satisfycourts-order/?mc_cid=b76884db73&mc_eid=cde7993ced, reported, "State Rep. Derrick Lente
spent much of the last year crisscrossing New Mexico to speak with Native American leaders
about the needs of kids in their communities. To address them, he sponsored a handful of
legislation endorsed by all 23 of the state’s tribes."
"Among Lente’s proposals were $650,000 for a Native college readiness program; $19.8
million for at-risk college students; and $16.2 million for tribal libraries, internet infrastructure and
early childhood education. They were among some 40 bills addressing Yazzie/Martinez v. State
of New Mexico, a landmark education lawsuit in which a state district judge ruled New Mexico
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has denied several groups of students, including Native Americans, their constitutional right to an
education.
Just four of those 40 bills made it to the finish line before the legislative session ended
Thursday.
That frustrates not only Lente — who said many tribal leaders showed up at the state
Capitol to voice support for his bills — but many other lawmakers, attorneys and advocates for
plaintiffs in the Yazzie/Martinez lawsuit who argue the state’s response to the judge’s 2018 ruling
has been insufficient.
While some say state funding for education is still inadequate, many cite larger
concerns: Too little of the money targets students who need it most, and communities and
schools have too little control over the specific types of programs and services funded."
State funding of education was increased by 25 percent over 2018-19, with some money
for programs benefitting underserved students, including $5.5 million for programs for indigenous,
multicultural and special-education students. But teacher's salaries, after adjusting for inflation,
were set at 2008 levels, that critics said was most inadequate. The biggest complaint by critics was
that the attempt to improve education, especially for Native and Hispanic students, was solely by
increased funding, with no attempts to develop better substantive programs.
"New Mexico Governor Michelle Lujan Grisham visited Navajo Nation, in December
2019, during which she stated her commitment to listening to the Navajo people and their
leaders concerning their needs. In discussions at the Navajo Nation's department of Health,
which included concerns about the Department's shortage of behavioral and mental health
professionals, the need for more substance abuse detox and treatment programing and a high
suicide rate, the Governor stated her appreciation of the need for cultural appropriate health
services and Dine life teachings in improving wellness, as her administration focused more on
health issues. Grisham also stated that she intended that her administration do more to foster
economic development, including for its Indian populations (Rima Krisst, "'New Mexico will step
up': New Mexico governor committed to investing in Navajo," Navajo Times, December 19, 2019).
In January 2020, the Navajo Nation Council approved an arrangement worked out
with the New Mexico Human Services Department for the Nation to be the first in the United
States to take control of Medicaid in its jurisdiction through its Naat'aanii Development
Corp. (Rima Krisst, "Naabi approves Navajo control of Medicaid," Navajo Times, January 30,
2020).
The Mayor of Hawai'i County, HI gave assurances to Native Hawai'ian and allied
protestors, on December 16, 2019, that construction of the 30-meter telescope planned to be
built on Mauna Kea, a mountain traditionally deemed sacred, would be delayed, during
which time law enforcement would stand down. Some members of the telescope's consortium
said they are considering moving the astronomical project to another location ("Hawai'i Law
Enforcement Stands Down on 30-Meter Telescope Construction on Mauna Kea," Cultural
Survival Quarterly, March 2020).
The Killingly Connecticut town school board voted to change what it deemed a racist
school mascot, 'redmen.' However, the newly elected Republican majority on the board
rescinded the decision (Aaron Randle, "A Town Deemed 'Redmen' to Be a Racist Mascot. Then
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Republicans Took Over the School Board," The New York Times, January 11, 2020,
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/01/11/nyregion/killingly-redmen-mascot.html).
Robert White Mountain, via the Lakota People's Law Project, stated by E-mail, May 20,
2020, "Greetings again from Bear Soldier District on Standing Rock Nation. I thank you for
your dedicated action on behalf of the people here. You’ve sent almost 13,000 emails to the
nearly all-white McLaughlin City Council and the town's mayor telling them to suspend
utility shut-offs during the COVID-19 pandemic. And more than one of you made anonymous
donations to my son’s family, making it possible for him, his wife, and my grandchildren to return
to their home. That’s huge. We know the city is feeling the pressure.
Unfortunately, their reaction has been to circle the wagons. Knowing that increased Native
representation at City Hall could make all the difference in fair treatment of the town’s tribal
people, they are resorting to what we believe are brazenly illegal means to make sure that doesn’t
happen.
Here’s what I mean: a mayoral election is coming up on June 9, and my nephew, Hoksila
White Mountain, is a promising candidate. A recent graduate of Sitting Bull College with a BA in
social work, Hoksila has life experience and growing support from our Native community. He has
already been working hard to remedy the utility shut-off problem.
But now, City Hall has struck him from the ballot. They say they heard through the
grapevine he didn’t follow a provincial law requiring him to collect petition signatures
himself to enter the race. In fact, he did two separate rounds of signature gathering
specifically to meet the standard. Our research tells us he followed all the rules, and yet he
was still removed.
Thankfully, our partnership with the Lakota People’s Law project — and with you — could
make all the difference. If necessary, the Lakota Law team will take legal action to get Hoksila
back into the election.
Please stay tuned, because we’re also investigating which state and/or federal agencies can
provide oversight — and we will share an opportunity soon to contact those agencies directly.
Together, we are on the verge of creating significant change here in Bear Soldier. With your
continued pressure, we’ll ensure that Native people can run for elected office anywhere at Standing
Rock."
However, Chase Iron Eyes, Lead Counsel for the Lakota People's Law Project, wrote via
E-mail, May 30, 2020, "This week, we had the privilege of informing Hoksila White
Mountain that his mayoral candidacy in the Standing Rock town of McLaughlin has been
reinstated! A big shout-out to all of you for supporting our efforts, and to the Teton Times, which
ran this article last week — based on our newsletter — about our threat of legal action."
"Native American Residents of Albuquerque/Bernalillo County Get Tested," Americans
for Indian Opportunity via E-mail, May 6, 2020, announced (from First Nations Community
Healthsource), "Drive Thru COVID-19 Testing for Albuquerque's Urban Indian Community and
Our Patients," "In partnership with the New Mexico Department of Health and the City of
Albuquerque, First Nations Community Healthsource will offer drive thru COVID-19
testing to the Albuquerque Urban Indian Community and our patients. You do not need
symptoms to be tested Testing will be available for the first 400 people [a fraction of the urban
area's native population]. Testing is available at no cost.
Date: Saturday May 9, 2020. Time 9:00 am-1:00 pm."
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McKinley County, NM whose center is Gallup, bordering the Navajo reservation,
banned the sale of beverages with more than 15% alcohol, in early April, as a step to limit
spread of COVID-19 - which has had a serious outbreak. A few days later they reversed the
decision on hearing that the ban led to a flood of people suffering from serious to potentially
deadly alcohol withdrawal going to already overloaded hospitals (Donovan WQuintero,
"McKinley County resumes alcohol sales," Navajo Times, April 23, 2020).
Meanwhile, finding a significant number of people had been leaving their homes to
buy alcohol in violation of the Curfew on Navajo Nation set up to slow the COVID-19
pandemic, and that led to increases in alcohol withdrawal cases coming to overloaded health
facilities, the Navajo Nation Council asked the states that surround it to ban liquor sales,
(Donovan Quintero, "Council asks states to ban liquor sales," Navajo Times, April 23, 2020).
The issues of police bias and over-use of force against people of color in the U.S.
continues be one for Native Americans. Richard Walker, "Chippewa Cree man's shooting by
police
raises
questions,
calls
for
dialogue,"
ICT,
May
14,
2020,
https://files.constantcontact.com/c2394f27001/b73b114d-0fe1-4447-9a3c-a75b476b9f71.pdf,
reported, "The death last summer exposed racial tensions in a community near Washington
state's Suquamish Reservation, and some residents are seeking change.
Residents of a community near Seattle where a Native American man was shot and
killed by a police officer say they will continue to push for dialogue on issues related to race,
as well as additional police training in cultural competency, de-escalation and mental health.
Stonechild Chiefstick, 39, a Chippewa Cree man with ties to the Suquamish Tribe, was fatally shot
July 3 in a crowded waterfront park in Poulsbo, west of the Suquamish Reservation, before a
community fireworks show.
Officer Craig Keller attempted to detain Chiefstick on suspicion of assault; police and
witnesses say Chiefstick resisted arrest and threatened Keller with a screwdriver.
Leaders of the Suquamish Tribe say evidence shows Chiefstick may have been having
problems related to mental health or substance abuse and that police could have de-escalated
the situation and removed him from the park during one of two earlier encounters that day."
In two locations in New Mexico Statues of harsh Spanish Conquistador, Juan de
Oñate, were removed, June 15, 2020, in the face of protests by American Indians and allies
of many backgrounds. In Albuquerque, the statue was removed by order of Mayor Tim
Keller, until "the appropriate civic institutions” could decide what to do with it. The removal
followed a peaceful protest countered by armed right wing protestors. One of the counter
protestors began pulling at women protestors from behind. When a group of protestors
chased him away, he shot and seriously wounded one of those chasing him, after which he
was arrested.
Earlier in the day, the town of Alcalde in Northern New Mexico, removed its statue of
Oñate with the protest pending (Simon Romero, "Man Is Shot at Protest Over Statue of New
Mexico’s Conquistador: Two statues of Juan de Oñate are being removed after long-simmering
tension between Native Americans and Hispanics over Spain’s conquest of New Mexico," The New
York Times, June 15, 2020, https://www.nytimes.com/2020/06/15/us/conquistador-onate-
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albuquerque-new-mexico-unrest.html).
Meanwhile a number of statues of Columbus in various places in the U.S. have been
removed, while in England some statues of colonial leaders involved in the slave trade have
been taken down. In France, U.S. events have triggered an examination of France's
involvement in the slave trade, and a hard look at monuments to those who took a leading
role in it. In many places in the world the reaction against police violence in the United States
has set off demonstrations and questioning of police operations in their own countries. A
world-wide movement has been sparked for more equal treatment of people. How it will
develop will vary from place to place.
Tribal Developments
On COVID-19 (Coronavirus) in Indian County, see also Maria Givens, "The coronavirus is
exacerbating vulnerabilities Native communities already face," in Research Notes, Kerri Colfer,
"Native American Legislative Update," in Congressional Developments and Federal Indian
Budgets, and some reports and discussions of it in other sections.
"Authorities and Considerations in Addressing the Global COVID-19 Outbreak in
Indian
Country,"
Hobbs-Straus
GM
20-007,
March
13,
2020,
https://www.hobbsstraus.com/general_memo/general-memorandum-20-007/, stated, "We are
aware that Tribes have been following the development of Coronavirus disease 2019 (“COVID19”) closely, and are concerned about addressing the issue in your communities. We know that
this issue has already touched Indian Country with employees testing positive, Indian
organizations cancelling national conferences, and Tribes declaring emergencies and
restricting travel.
This memorandum discusses issues for tribal consideration, including how Tribes can act
in their governmental authority to respond to public health emergencies like the current
Coronavirus pandemic, options for Tribes in their role as employers and business operators, and
information for Tribes who are also providing health care to their communities.
Tribal Governmental Authority in Public Health Emergencies
Tribes have inherent authority to take certain actions like making emergency declarations and
creating entities needed to execute and enforce emergency preparedness and response
laws. Specific mechanisms or legal authorities by which Tribes choose to delegate and exercise
this authority will differ. However, all Tribes may consider declaring states of emergency in
response to the COVID-19 outbreak and engage with state and federal officials in order to leverage
resources.
Federal Assistance
Under the Robert T. Stafford Disaster Relief and Emergency Assistance Act
(“Stafford Act”), the U.S. President may declare a major disaster or emergency in response
to an event or threat that overwhelms state, tribal, local, or territorial governments. This
triggers access to federal technical, financial, logistical, and other assistance to state, tribal,
local, and territorial governments. Tribes may receive benefits under a Stafford Act
declaration through two means. First, the Tribe’s highest ranking executive officer may
request a Stafford declaration from the President directly by declaring a tribal emergency
and making a formal request through the Federal Emergency Management Agency
(FEMA). Second, when a Tribe’s land falls within a requesting state’s borders, that state’s
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governor may request a Stafford declaration. It is also important to note that a federal
emergency declaration does not preempt a Tribe’s authority to declare emergencies within
its territory. Some Tribes have already issued emergency declarations for this pandemic.
[President Trump has declared a national emergency.]
Separately, section 319 of the Public Health Services Act authorizes the Secretary of
the Department of Health and Human Services to declare a public health emergency and use
the Public Health Emergency Fund for various purposes, including to allow Tribes to use
federal supply schedules to respond to public health emergencies. A Tribe may also request
the Secretary to issue a “temporary reassignment of federally funded health department
personnel” to come to that Tribe’s aid. HHS Secretary Azar declared a public health
emergency for Coronavirus on January 31, 2020. We are not aware that HHS has made any
specific resources available to Tribes under this declaration, but Tribes should consider
making such requests from the Department, as needed. There is a $40 million set aside in the
recently enacted Coronavirus Preparedness and Response Supplemental Appropriations Act
(PL 116-123, signed March 6, 2020) for Tribes, tribal organizations, urban Indian health
organizations, and health providers to Tribes for “surveillance, epidemiology, laboratory
capacity, infection control, mitigation, communications, and other preparedness and
response activities.” These entities are also eligible to apply for Public Health Emergency
Preparedness (PHEP) grants and for preparedness costs incurred between January 20, 2020,
and March 6, 2020.
On March 11, 2020, the House introduced a second relief proposal, the Families First
Coronavirus Response Act. The bill would provide funding for emergency nutrition
assistance through SNAP, food banks, school and adult care center meal assistance
programs, and the Senior Nutrition Program; the administration of emergency paid sick
leave; and emergency unemployment insurance, among other things. Section 108 of the bill,
entitled Coverage of Testing for COVID-19 At No Cost Sharing for Indians Receiving
Contract Health Services, provides that “American Indians and Alaskan Natives [will] not
experience cost sharing for COVID-19 testing, including those referred for care away from
an Indian Health Service or tribal health care facility.” Congress is considering this
legislation; the House expects to pass the bill on Friday, March 13, but the Senate has not
promised immediate passage.
Coordination with States
Intergovernmental agreements (IGA) may help Tribes and states coordinate their
respective responses to the COVID-19 outbreak. IGAs “negotiated between a Tribe and a
neighboring government to clarify . . . their legal relationship” in certain circumstances.[1] Thus,
they may be especially helpful in public health emergencies where there is little time to resolve
legal uncertainties regarding jurisdictional gaps or sovereignty. Of particular importance may be
the Tribe’s authority to regulate or exclude individuals from Indian country or hold nonmembers
who violate tribal public health and emergency response laws. There are several considerations
about risk and balances of governmental power in these agreements, and we urge Tribes to obtain
full legal review of any intergovernmental document.
Additional Considerations
Information sharing is critical to fighting the spread of COVID-19. To that end,
Tribes should consider the best means of communicating scientifically accurate and up-todate information on the disease, travel bans and advisories, and executive decisions and
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actions. While every Tribe’s resources vary, Tribes may consider several outlets to share
information with tribal citizens, particularly for tribal elders who are at high risk from the disease.
Potential Strategies as Employers and Business Operators
There are several resources at the federal government to prepare for and respond to the Coronavirus
outbreak. The Department of Labor and Department of Health and Human Services have issued
joint
guidance
on
preparing
workplaces
for
COVID-19
(https://www.osha.gov/Publications/OSHA3990.pdf). The CDC also has guidance for businesses
and
suggested
strategies
for
employees
(https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019ncov/community/guidance-business-response.html).
Tribes and tribal businesses should consider creating planning and response teams that
include personnel needed for effective response (e.g., executive leadership, IT support for
telecommuting, human resources staff, facilities staff for cleaning and sanitation needs, and police
or security). Tribal casinos should take special care to manage the expectations of customers and
employees as state governments have begun banning large groups, or recommending
telework. Gaming facilities with unionized workforces should be in close communication with
union representatives, as necessary.
Tribes should also communicate to employees their efforts to contain and fight the spread
of COVID-19 and also emphasize expectations that sick or potentially exposed workers stay
home. Businesses across the private sector are reducing the risk of COVID-19 by providing
increased opportunities for telecommuting, and tribally-owned and operated businesses should
consider doing so as well to the degree that is workable.
Tribal businesses have authority to enact temporary personnel policies or practices to
handle not only the disease, but economic or business conditions that are a fallout of public
reaction. For example, Tribes or tribal entities can provide temporary paid-time-off (PTO) for sick
hourly employees, PTO to all employees in the event of a shutdown, grants of annual or
administrative leave (whether paid or unpaid), or pay/stipends in the event that there is a closure—
some employers have been terming this “catastrophe pay.” Tribes and tribal entities should be
careful about how these policies are rolled out to employees, and should consult counsel to ensure
a solution does not contravene any applicable wage or labor laws. Please note that each of these
actions may be associated with tax consequences for both employer and employee.
When assessing whether to implement any affirmative policies, Tribes and tribal business
will need to weigh the potential economic burdens with any intangible effects (such as employee
morale or public relations), and the level of tribal resources. To the extent possible, tribal
businesses may allow flexible work schedules and telecommuting as able, particularly for
households with children when schools are closed.
Tribal businesses and employers may wish to take affirmative steps to enhance cleaning
and disinfecting practices, particularly in high traffic or high risk areas, and employ strict food
handling practices in any restaurants.
In the event of an exposure to Coronavirus, Tribes should be prepared to communicate to
tribal members, the press, and public health officials about any protective measures or
response. You may wish to engage state and county public health officials now, before any
confirmed exposure has occurred.
The reality of this pandemic is that it may result in a shutdown of tribal government offices
or even shutdowns of tribal businesses or gaming facilities. A shutdown may also be necessary
simply for economic reasons. If a shutdown is warranted and necessitates layoffs or termination,
Tribes should immediately work with their legal counsel regarding any needed action under the
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Worker Adjustment and Retraining Notification (WARN) Act, which “requires employers to
provide written notice at least 60 calendar days in advance of covered plant closings and mass
layoffs.” This notice may come later under emergency situations or when there are unforeseen
business reasons (such as an immediate shutdown for medical concerns). This Act has thresholds
of applicability, but may be triggered if a Tribe or tribal entity is forced to lay off a large part of
or the whole workforce following a shutdown; counsel will be able to advise you regarding
applicability of this law.
Tribes as Health Care Providers
When communicating information about COVID-19 to their citizens and employees, tribal
HIPAA covered entities and their business associates must remain in compliance with HIPAA’s
Privacy Rule. The Office for Civil Rights in the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services
has
issued
a
bulletin
on
the
HIPAA
Privacy
Rule
and
COVID-19
(https://www.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/february-2020-hipaa-and-novel-coronavirus.pdf).
The
bulletin states that HIPAA covered entities may disclose protected health information without a
patient’s consent to public health authorities, at the direction of a public health authority, to a
foreign health authority so long as they are working in collaboration, and to people at risk of
contracting or spreading the disease. Additionally, if the situation constitutes a serious and
imminent threat, “[h]ealth care providers may share patient information with anyone as necessary
to prevent or lessen a serious and imminent threat to the health and safety of a person or the public”
so long as the health care provider remains compliant with the law. Typically, disclosing any
identifiable information about the patient to a media outlet or others not involved in the patient’s
care or notification is prohibited, unless the patient authorizes it.
We will continue to monitor and report various aspects of COVID-19. Please let us know
if we may provide additional information regarding this rapidly developing situation.
[1] Justin B. Barnard, Responding to Public Health Emergencies on Tribal Lands: Jurisdictional
Challenges and Practical Solutions, 15 Yale J. Health Pol’y L. & Ethics 279 (2015)."
Indian Country Today reported the following impacts on tribes of the COVID-19
pandemic.
The first two illness reports were: An Indian Health Service patient from Charles Mix
County, South Dakota, was presumed positive for COVID-19 and was being tested on March 11
(ICT E-mail, March 11, 2020), and a non-tribal member employee of the Casino of the
Confederated Tribes of Umatilla in Oregon was similarly presumed positive, while off the
reservation, leading the Tribe to go into emergency mode (Joaqlin Estus, "Oregon tribal casino
employee
'presumptive'
positive
for
COVID-19,"
https://files.constantcontact.com/c2394f27001/b855efbb-d0aa-46c3-a7e7-4b2ecedf71e1.pdf).
Navajo Nation, which began inter-tribal agency planning in preparation of the
pandemic, February 27, 2020 (Arlyssa Besenti, "Dikos Ntsssigii doodaa!: Nation musters
defense against COVID-19," Navajo Times, Mach 20, 2020) reported its first confirmed
COVID-19 case in Mid-March, 2020 with the Nation under a "stay home order" (Donovan
Quintero, "McKinley County confirms first coronavirus case," Navajo Times, March 20, 2020). By
March 23, 2020, the number of confirmed Navajo cases had reached 29 (IndianZ,
https://www.indianz.com/covid19/).
The Northern Arapaho Tribe announced its first confirmed case March 21 ("Northern
Arapaho member tests positive for Coronavirus (COVID-19)"). As of March 24, with the
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infections spreading there were 74 cases confirmed in the Indian health system with 2 Total
deaths in the Indian health system ("COVID-19 Tracker in the United States," ICT, March 24,
2020, https://indiancountrytoday.com/news/indian-country-s-covid-19-syllabus-EiN-p5Q-XkWsmnaebJV6Q). By March 26, 89 cases were confirmed in the Indian health system with 3 Total
deaths in the Indian health system ("COVID-19 Tracker in the United States," ICT, March 26,
2020, https://indiancountrytoday.com/news/indian-country-s-covid-19-syllabus-EiN-p5Q-XkWsmnaebJV6Q). On May 29, IHS reported 9223 confirmed cases and 365 deaths (ICT,
"COVID-19 Tracker"). On June 10, IHS reported 7085 confirmed cases and 229 deaths (ICT,
June 11, 2020, https://files.constantcontact.com/c2394f27001/27f0051a-318f-4590-8dee77dbd7b36c28.pdf).
As of April 8 (Simon Romero, "Navajos Race to Shield Reservation After a Sharp Rise in
Deaths," The New York Times, April 10, 2020), the death toll on the Navajo Nation (the
reservation is in New Mexico, Arizona and Utah) had reached 20, as compared with 16 in all of
New Mexico, which has a population 13 times larger. By April 30, 1637 tribal members had
tested positive for the virus, and 59 had died. This does not include case and deaths of tribal
members in the border towns just off the reservation. By May 20, the Navajo Nation COVID19 deaths had reached 102 ("Navajo Nation" This Week, May 22, 2020). On May 29, Navajo
Nation at the Navajo Epidemiology Center Coronavirus Response Hub (https://navajonation-coronavirus-response-ndoh-nec.hub.arcgis.com) was reporting (subject to possible
error), 5114 confirmed infections on the reservation, with 31 cases pending locations, with
Navajo Health (https://www.ndoh.navajo-nsn.gov/COVID-19) reporting 24,819 negative tests (of
more than 32,000 tested, over 15% of Dine living on the reservation), with the total confirmed
deaths 167. While the number of cases and deaths was still increasing, at that time, IHS
reported that the number of new cases had peaked, around April 24 or 25, and from that
time to May 28, the curve was flattening (Arlyssa Becenti. "Peak hit in late April," Navajo Times,
May 28, 2020). As of June 4, Navajo Nation had suffered 5533 confirmed COVID-19 cases and
252 deaths (Jalpan Nanavati, "Navajo Nation cancels July 4 celebrations, ends weekend curfew,"
ICT, June 4, 2020, https://files.constantcontact.com/c2394f27001/400722bc-a0d6-453a-875b9e3cc3fad468.pdf). At that time the Nation cancelled its 57 hour weekend curfew, while putting
back the opening of on reservation businesses from June 8 to July 5, but cancelled the July 4
celebration.
In late April, The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers was setting up temporary hospitals
in Gallup and Shiprock, New Mexico, as well as Chinle, Arizona to care for COVID-19
patients ("Navajo Nation now has 1,637 coronavirus cases and 59 deaths," Lakota Times, April
30, 2020, https://www.lakotatimes.com/articles/navajo-nation-now-has-1637-coronavirus-casesand-59-deaths/). The huge COVID-19 infection rate on the nation stems from a March 7 rally held
by an evangelical Church which drew Dine from all over the reservation. The two cases reported
on the nearby Southern Ute Reservation (S. Sachs phone conversation with Southern Utes) at
the beginning of April were traced to contacts with Navajos who became infected. The high rate
of infection and deaths on the Navajo reservation were influenced by factors common to
many other reservations: large numbers of people living in small houses, small quantities of
water making regular hand washing impossible, and many tribal members suffering from
medical conditions and diseases making them more vulnerable, including respiratory
conditions often related to indoor air pollution from burning wood and coal for heat. Large
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pockets of COVID-19 infection were reported, the week of April 9, on San Felipe and Zia
Pueblos, in New Mexico, not far from Navajo Nation.
By April 8, Navajo Nation had taken strong actions to limit the spread of the virus,
including closing the nation to entry (which other Indian nations have also done), closing
tribal facilities and businesses except for essential workers, and imposing a curfew from 8:00
pm Friday, April 10 to 5:00 am Monday, April 13 enforced by check points and fines and
jail time for violations.
Navajo Nation, in early April, decried the small amount and slowness of federal help
under the Trump Administration. An important aspect was that, unlike many other federal
programs that treat tribes as states, the stimulus funding which has gone fairly quickly and
directly to states and manipulates, must be applied for by Indian Nations resulting in long
delays in receiving desperately need funds during the time it takes to write and file
applications and have them processed and approved. The Navajo Nation received $600
million in COVID-19 relief from the federal government, under the CARES Act, in early
May. Some Navajo officials said this helped, but considering the costs to the Nation, was too little,
too late (Arlyssa Becenti, "First Round $600 million," Navajo Times, May 7, 2020; and Rima
Krisst, ""too little, too late," Navajo Times, May 7, 2020).
To meet the exigencies of the pandemic, Navajo Nation established the Navajo Nation
COVID-19 Health Command Operations Center to coordinate dealing with the drastic health
situation, which was far worse than anyone had imagined it would become. Operations of the
centers were hindered by insufficient staffing, which slowed responses. Because the Trump
Administration had not adequately prepared for the pandemic, there was a shortage of test
kits, and the Command Operations Center was in competition with the rest of the U.S. for
enough protective gear - as elsewhere in the U.S. After a time, the Command Operation Center
entered into a Unified Coordination Group among the Navajo Department of Health, the
BIA, Navajo Area Indian Health Service, and tribal health facilities. The Command
Operations Center requested and received support from the Centers for Disease Control
(CDC). Alternative Care Sites (ACS) were established in Shiprock, Gallup and Chinle, where
people could quarantine, but were under used because of staffing shortages stemming from
insufficient of funding.
A coalition of Domestic violence shelters on the Navajo Reservation, in April, reported
receiving reports of a sharp rise in domestic violence during the pandemic, consistent with
reports elsewhere ("Shelters say domestic violence rising during pandemic," Navajo Times, May
7, 2020).
Significant aid was being received on the reservation from the state of Arizona and
some private people and entities, including the Arizona National Guard flying in protective
and medical equipment to Kayenta and setting up field hospitals at Tuba City and Chinle.
While the Navajo Nation was waiting for federal funding, by April 9, Navajo Nation
business contributed $2.75 million to the pandemic relief effort, in addition to funds and
supplies, including food, form outside agencies. A number of corporations donated money.
This included $250.000 from PNM, The Salt River Project. Tucson Electric Power and employees
at the Four Corners Generating Station. Coca Cola provided large quantities of water. NETEC
increased its donation of coal by 69.6%, to 8368 tons for winter heating. The University of Arizona
donated 250 test kits, while Dine Development Corporation donated $500,000, and Navajo Nation
Gaming and others, including Labatt Food Services provided large quantity of food. A number of
nonprofits also donated significantly. The New Mexico National Guard assisted Navajo President
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Nez and his team distribute food, water and other supplies to those in need around the reservation.
All of this was in addition to considerable money and aid from the Nation (Arlyssa Becenti, "As
tribe waits for funds, enterprises pitch in," Navajo Times, April 9, 2020; Dine Dev. Corp. Domnates
$500 K for coronovirus," Navajo Times, April 9, 2020; "Helping Hand," Navajo Times, June 11,
2020; and Arlyssa Becenti, "Nonprofit spearheads effort to help eastern chapters," Navajo Times,
April 9, 2020).
A list of organizations who have been receiving donations and providing relief to
Navajo Nation is in "Relief for coronavirus," Navajo Times, April 30, 2020,
https://navajotimes.com/coronavirus-updates/relief-for-coronavirus/).
University of California, San Francisco health workers volunteered to provide
support to COVID-19 patients a facilities on Navajo Nation (Help from West Coast," Navajo
Times, April 30, 2020).
"We Have to Act Now and Organize Ourselves Against COVID, We Cannot Wait for
Government
Responses,"
Cultural
Survival,
May
11,
2020,
https://www.culturalsurvival.org/news/we-have-act-now-and-organize-ourselves-against-covidwe-cannot-wait-government-responses, reported, "Navajo Nation is one of the hardest-hit areas
in the entire United States, with COVID-19 infection rates higher than everywhere but New
York and New Jersey. Janene Yazzie (Diné), who works with International Indian Treaty Council
as the Sustainable Development Coordinator, is the co-convener of the Indigenous Peoples Major
Group for Sustainable Development. Today, she is the New Mexico lead for Navajo & Hopi
Families COVID Relief, a grassroots organization that is working to combat the spread of
the virus throughout both communities. Cultural Survival interviewed her recently about
the impacts of the virus on Navajo Nation, as well as how the community has responded.
'This is the time when we really need to rise up and show solidarity,' she told Cultural
Survival. 'But we've been preparing for COVID-19 to hit our communities because we knew
it would be bad, both because of the lack of access to healthcare, the lack of critical
community infrastructure such as paved roads, water, utilities, electricity, and even just
facilities that provide community services across our region. We knew that because of the
digital divide that there would be, it would be hard to get accurate and timely information
to people about how to deal with this. And we also knew that the federal response or the lack
thereof prior to COVID coming down to the Southwest was also going to cause a lot of
confusion because it was misleading people about the severity of the threat that we were
facing. And so we started organizing before the first COVID case was detected on our nation.
To respond to the crisis, Navajo & Hopi Families COVID Relief formed a network of
collaboration between all kinds of actors. 'We were trying to work early on with county, with
Tribal government and with state government,' she said, 'but what's really worked for us is
not a formal partnership with those government agencies, but rather a really informal
collaboration' between elected leaders, philanthropists, and other professionals. 'We were
able to bring a lot of the expertise that was necessary to the table to then address and look at
and evaluate what were the gaps that an NGO could best fulfill knowing that on the
government side.' This was made even more useful given that working with the government,
and particularly the federal government, comes with 'a lot of bureaucratic red tape' and
'unnecessary barriers.' Moreover, organizing outside the government allows for greater
flexibility—Navajo & Hopi Families COVID Relief can change their programs to meet the
circumstances.
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However, despite the advanced preparation done by Yazzie and her team, the disease was
unavoidable. It 'immediately created a hot spot because it was brought in by a non-Native pastor
who was holding church services that brought members from different communities
together...because that pastor was sick, he infected the majority of the churchgoers and those
churchgoers then went back to their families, their households, their communities, and the way
that our households are, they're multigenerational households...there can be up to 10 to 15
people living under one roof. Our families, we live with our elders, we take care of the
grandkids. And so just that one event is what allowed this to really spark and start spreading
like wildfire.'
This spread was only made worse by Navajo Nation’s rural nature. 'Our reservation is
the size of Connecticut, Wisconsin and New Hampshire combined,' she said, but 'we only have
eight health care facilities serving that entire area.” For example, when cases broke out in rural
Chilchinbito, a symptomatic family had to travel hours by car to get to the Tuba City Regional
Health Care Center, which didn’t even have tests; then, the family was transported six hours away
to get tested. “All along that path, you also saw cases start to sprout up...all of the issues that existed
prior to COVID getting here have just allowed it to spread like wildfire.'
However, Yazzie and her team knew that what she calls Navajo Nation’s
'underdeveloped status' was exactly why organizing before the virus arrived was of the
utmost importance' not only did we understand that there were going to be particular
vulnerabilities...that made our people more at risk, but also the impact that it was having on
the economy was also going to disproportionately impact our people who are mostly wage
laborers, or laborers that work in seasonal or contractual jobs, workers in the service
industry, maids for hotels.” In addition to the high proportion of wage laborers on Navajo
Nation, many are also involved in what is known as a “gray economy.” Yazzie describes it as
an economy “where people make a lot of their money selling food on the roadside, or making
crafts, or making things and selling them at big flea markets.” Both kinds of work, though,
have been drastically shifted due to the coronavirus, putting most wage laborers and
members of the gray economy out of work until the virus is controlled.
Because of the rapid rise in unemployment due to the pandemic, Yazzie told Cultural
Survival how 'food was the primary concern.' 'We only have 13 grocery stores,' she said, 'and
so we are already dealing with some issues regarding lack of access to food...People were not
going to be prepared or have the ability, either financially or in access to a grocery store to
stock up on two weeks, three weeks worth of food in order to comply with the social
distancing and self isolation rules that were going to protect them.' As such, the organizing
work by Navajo & Hopi Families COVID Relief aimed 'to stop working through the grocery
stores and go directly to large suppliers and distributors to order food in bulk and have it
delivered to different parts of our reservation, where our volunteers were trained in health
and safety protocols, and we're outfitted in full PPE to then sort that into food boxes that we
could provide to households.”
In addition to buying and distributing food, Navajo & Hopi Families COVID Relief
is also supplying the community with things like feminine hygiene products, soap, and even
diapers. “These are all things that would cause a person to go travel hours, to go to the
nearest city in order to buy these things, because they’re not available anywhere to them
locally.'
Now that Navajo & Hopi Families COVID Relief has designed a system to feed the
community, they are working on reinvigorating the economy. “We’re...looking at how do we
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then compensate and invest in local farmers and ranchers and livestock owners through the
donations that we're receiving so that we're buying directly from these small producers,
therefore replacing the income that they lost from other revenue streams and open
markets...We're going to be shifting our model more and more as this progresses to really
look at not only providing the aid that will keep the household safe, but starting to support
the beginnings of an economy that promotes local resiliency, that promotes local production,
and self sustainability within each region, especially now that we are in planting season.'
What does Navajo & Hopi Families COVID Relief need in order to keep supporting
the community? Simply put, money. 'It takes a lot more work and energy to sort through'
various types of food, books, and clothing, Yazzie told Cultural Survival. 'It just takes up
space or ends up taking more effort to get rid of the things that aren't needed...we really
encourage people to just send cash,' because 'if you really want to help communities that are
impacted, you have to give them cash, because they know on the ground how best to use those
resources.' For example, Yazzie recounted, 'all of these cash donations is what allows us right
now to have this conversation about buying directly from impacted farmers to then provide
the food that goes out to these families, or investing and growing gardens as a long term
strategy for how to deal with the food scarcity issues. If we didn't have donations of cash, we
wouldn't be able to do that.
Although Navajo & Hopi Families COVID Relief has stepped up in a major way to fill in
the gaps created by the collapse of the economy and the failures of the federal government, the
solution lies not in relief efforts but in rethinking the system within which the pandemic
spread. “We need to build something better,” Yazzie concluded. “If there’s anything we’re
learning from this, it’s that we deserve more, and we’ve got to build better, resilient economies
and communities.”
To learn more about Navajo & Hopi Families COVID-19 Relief,
visit: https://www.navajohopisolidarity.org/."
Navajo & Hopi Families COVID Relief reported that they regretted that there was a
lack of coordination, and some conflict, with Navajo Nation on delivering aid, missing an
opportunity for cooperation (Rima Krisst, "Dueling relief groups at odds," Navajo Times, June 4,
2020).
As in many places in the U.S., the Navajo Nation schools were open daily for all persons
under 18 to come for meals, as they kept all of their full time employees working. Kayenta
schools had their school busses delivering meals to students living out of town. The Gallup
McKinley County Schools also had their school busses delivering meals.
As of Late March, unemployment on the Navajo Nation stood at 42%, with 49% of
families living below the poverty line (Pauly Denetclaw, "With schools closed, food for students
is key," Navajo Times, March 26, 2020; and Paula Denetclaw, "You see the kids smile," Navajo
Times, May 14, 2020).
Cassandra Begay, "Irish Solidarity for Indigenous COVID-19 Relief Continues as U2
Drummer Donates $100,000, Navajo & Hopi Families COVID-19 Relief Fund, May27, 2020,
navahopicovid.smedia@gmail.com, www.navajohopisolidarity.org, reported, "Larry Mullen,
Jr., Irish musician and co-founder of the rock group U2, has joined the wave of solidarity
from Ireland for Indigenous Peoples disproportionately impacted by COVID-19 by donating
$100,000 to the Navajo & Hopi Families COVID-19 Relief Fund (Relief Fund).
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In early May donations to the Relief Fund’s GoFundMe campaign spiked with
contributions from Ireland. After reading news coverage of the crisis on the Navajo and Hopi
reservations, many Irish felt compelled to reciprocate support from Indigenous Nations that
dates back more than 170 years.
During Ireland's Potato Famine of 1847, the Choctaw Nation raised $170 dollars
(about $5,000 now) for starving Irish families. Today, with Mr. Mullen’s contribution, over
25,500 Irish donors have contributed over $870,000 to the Relief Fund and the Navajo and
Hopi elders, immunocompromised, COVID-positive, and vulnerable families it serves.
Relief Fund founder Ethel Branch stated, 'We feel real kinship with the Irish, who have a
shared legacy of colonization, and we are truly grateful for Mr. Mullen’s donation and all donations
that have come from our Irish brethren. Go raibh maith agat and ahéhee’! Someday we hope to
repay you for these beautiful and meaningful acts of solidarity made during our time of great need.'
Mr. Mullen’s generous contribution will fund a week’s worth of deliveries of food and
water to about 1000 Navajo and Hopi households with high risk, vulnerable, or COVIDpositive family members. The Relief Fund seeks to provide each family with 2 weeks’ worth
of food so they are able to stay home and avoid exposure for a meaningful period of time in
an effort to flatten the curve for the Navajo Nation and the Hopi Tribe. The Navajo Nation
is the U.S. jurisdiction with the most COVID-19 cases per capita, now exceeding New York
and New Jersey.
The Relief Fund has mobilized a massive volunteer emergency effort to provide food
and water distribution throughout the Navajo and Hopi Nations. The GoFundMe for the
effort has now surpassed $4 million dollars and the Relief Fund volunteers have served over
half of the Navajo Nation chapters including 6,400 households in almost 70 communities on
the Navajo Nation and in 5 of the 12 Hopi Villages.
Please visit our website for more information, to donate, and for additional resources
including volunteer & support request forms: www.navajohopisolidarity.org.
Diné and Hopi residents can also call toll-free to request support: 1-833-956-1554."
Indigenous Rising, late March 2020, launched the first in a series of webinars on dealing
with COVID-19, featuring Native leaders and health experts (Rima Krisst, " Indigenous Rising
COVID-19 webinar brings Indian Country together," Navajo Times, March 26, 2020).
On the borders of Navajo Nation, and near other reservations, tribal leaders have
reported an increase racist rhetoric, with some people blaming Indians for the spread of the
virus. In Page, AZ, near the Navajo Reservation, a man was arrested on suspicion inciting
terrorism for a face book posting urging "lethal force" against Navajos.
Many Indian nations, in late March 2020, were closing casinos and tribal offices while continuing operations via electronic communications, so far as possible. However,
many tribal members of numerous nations do not have phone or internet capability. Some
Native tribes were keeping some facilities open with stringent cleaning and precautions
("COVID-19 In Indian Country" on IndianZ, https://www.indianz.com/covid19/, was carrying a
regularly updated report - accessed here on March 23, 2020).
For example, Sault Ste. Marie Tribe of Chippewa Indians (Michigan), "Tribe’s
emergency plan in line with Governor Whitmer’s “Stay Home, Stay Safe” executive order," March
23, 2020, "Today, Governor Gretchen Whitmer signed a “Stay Home, Stay Safe” Executive Order
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directing all Michigan businesses and operations to suspend in-person operations that are not
necessary to sustain or protect life.
The governor’s order is effective March 24 for at least the next three weeks, during the
COVID-19 pandemic.
The Sault Ste. Marie Tribe of Chippewa Indians lauds Governor Whitmer’s actions, which
will strengthen efforts to assure the health and safety of tribal members and the community. The
tribe has already put in place a plan that fits into the state’s executive order. The tribal Board of
Directors declared a state of emergency March 17 and gave the tribe’s Executive Director, Casino
CEO and EDC Director temporary powers to 'modify policies or procedures, order closures, cancel
or schedule events, implement programs, and take all other appropriate steps that are deemed
essential to the protection of the public.'
On behalf of the Sault Tribe Board of Directors, Chairperson Aaron Payment said, 'Tribal
lands are not subject to state executive orders. However, where it makes sense, we support
voluntary compliance to keep our tribal members safe.'
Sault Tribe governmental offices and casinos closed to the public March 23, retaining
only essential core personnel and paying all employees for their regularly scheduled hours.
The tribe’s health clinics put restrictions in place limiting access to protect patients and staff.
Tribal EDC closed property management to the public and put safety precautions in place for retail
businesses. All Housing Authority offices are closed to the public but will continue to provide all
essential and emergency services.
Sault Tribe advises members and employees to stay in their homes unless required to
work in the office as essential personnel, as directed by the governor’s executive order, unless,
“engaged in an outdoor activity, or performing tasks necessary to the health and safety of
themselves or their family, like going to the hospital or grocery store.” Whitmer’s order also calls
for social distancing measures, including remaining at least 6 feet from people from outside the
individual’s household."
A list of American Indian and Alaska Native related canceled and postponed events, and
closed businesses and facilities is in: "What's open and closed in Indian Country," in "Indian
Country's COVID-19 syllabus," ICT, updated: Wednesday, March 25 at 6 p.m. EDT,
ihttps://indiancountrytoday.com/news/indian-country-s-covid-19-syllabus-EiN-p5Q-XkWsmnaebJV6Q; Thursday March 26 at 4:45 pm, https://indiancountrytoday.com/news/indian-countrys-covid-19-syllabus-EiN-p5Q-XkW-smnaebJV6Q. Indian Country Today (ICT) was posting daily
CVID-19 related reports (indiancountrytoday.com).
With tribal casinos and many other businesses shut down many Indian Nations have
been suffering economic hardship, as have a high percent of the urban Indian population
who are poor and currently unemployed, and in some cases homeless. Numerous
organizations and people have been providing financial assistance. In Albuquerque, NM, this
has included Americans for Indian Opportunity and the Native Leadership Collective of
Albuquerque raising funds to help Native families in Albuquerque/Bernalillo County that
have been used to purchase groceries and other essentials for families in need and to pay for
internet access and laptops for Native students (E-mails from Laura Harris, Executive Director,
Americans for Indian Opportunity, Chair, Native Leadership Collective or Albuquerque:
Lharris@aio.org). In April, Running Strong for Native American Youth delivered 30,600
pounds of frozen food to the Eagle Butte Food Pantry on the Cheyenne River Indian
Reservation in South Dakota, providing COVID-19 relief for 1,700 families ("Cheyenne River
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Receives
30,600
Pounds
of
Food,"
Lakota
Times,
April
30,
2020,
https://www.lakotatimes.com/articles/cheyenne-river-receives-30600-pounds-of-food/).
These
are among the huge number of acts of assistance provided by numerous groups and individuals.
Simon Romero and Jack Healy,
On May 12, 2020, The New York Times reported, Simon Romero and Jack Healy, "Tribal
Nations Face Most Severe Crisis in Decades as the Coronavirus Closes Casinos: Nearly 500 tribal
casinos remain shut down during the pandemic, causing job losses to spike. The economic damage
is
spreading
quickly,
wreaking
havoc
on
fragile
tribal
finances,"
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/05/11/us/coronavirus-native-americans-indian-country.html,
"Tribal nations around the United States are facing their most severe crisis in decades as
they grapple simultaneously with some of the deadliest coronavirus outbreaks in rural
America and the economic devastation caused by the protracted shutdown of nearly 500
tribally owned casinos." Some 700,000 jobs have been lost from casino closings alone. About
30% of those jobs were held by tribal members. About 40% of federally recognized tribes
operate casinos.
The Navajo Nation, had a higher death rate than any U.S. state except New York,
New Jersey, Connecticut and Massachusetts, and more than 3000 residents of the reservation
had tested positive (reported by NPR News, May 12, 2020). In all of Indian Country, more
than 5,200 cases had been confirmed.
A major factor in making it difficult for the Indian Health Service (IHS) to respond
well to the COVID-19 pandemic is that IHS has long been underfunded, leaving it
understaffed and under equipped (Paula Denetclaw, "Chronic underfunding complicates tribal
response to COVID-19," Navajo Times, March 26, 2020). Moreover, the funds dispersed by the
federal government do not reflect the number of COVID-19 cases it has, the infrastructure
situation of the tribe or its financial condition relative to other nations. What has been
supplied to tribes had been grossly insufficient. For example, the entire Midwest region
received only 792 test kits. Moreover, at least as of late April 2020, the various federal
agencies that provide services or resources to tribes, related to the pandemic, have not
consulted with the tribes on how to proceed with them (Rima Krisst, "Tribal leaders: Response
exposes disparities in Indian Country," Navajo Times, April 9, 2020).
Tribal and some Congressional leaders, in April 2020, were urging the Federal
Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) to wave the 25% costs for accessing its funds to
deal with COVID-19 ("FEMA urged to wave tribes' cost-share for virus funds," Navajo Times,
April 9, 2020).
Bryant Furlow, "A hospital’s secret coronavirus policy separated Native American mothers
from their newborns," New Mexico Political Report (first published in
ProPublica), June 14, 2020, https://nmpoliticalreport.com/2020/06/14/a-hospitals-secretcoronavirus-policy-separated-native-american-mothers-from-theirnewborns/?mc_cid=80480a99f6&mc_eid=cde7993ced, reported, "A prominent women’s
hospital here [in Albuquerque], NM has separated some Native American women from their
newly born babies, the result of a practice designed to stop the spread of COVID-19 that
clinicians and health care ethicists described as racial profiling.
Lovelace Women’s Hospital in Albuquerque implemented a secretive policy in recent
months to conduct special coronavirus screenings for pregnant women, based on whether
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they appeared to be Native American, even if they had no symptoms or were otherwise at
low risk for the disease, according to clinicians."
Eddie Chuculate, "Minnesota advocates: The worst is yet to come," ICT, May 21, 2020,
https://files.constantcontact.com/c2394f27001/ed4e17eb-a6d3-4f0b-8dcb-3d1ce507e755.pdf,
reported, "Although Native Americans have so far escaped the brunt of the COVID-19
pandemic in Minnesota, a dire forecast for June has housing, health care and homeless
advocates preparing for the worst."
By May 15, American Indians and Alaska Natives accounted for only 0.0073 percent:
100 of 14,240, positive cases statewide.
"But an increase is expected. One model tracked by the federal Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention shows coronavirus deaths in Minnesota reaching 117 per day during the last week
of June, then tapering to 60 a day by the first week of August. By comparison, 20 died on May 15.
Minnesota’s stay-at-home order ends May 18, and small retailers can resume business. On June 1,
restaurants and bars may reopen.
This easing of restrictions will result in more cases and more fatalities, experts say. A
near doubling of deaths from the current 683 statewide on May 15 is predicted by the end of
June."
Ellen Berkovitch, "As COVID highlights health inequities, pueblos prioritize local
agriculture,"
New
Mexico
Political
Report,
June
13,
2020,
https://nmpoliticalreport.com/2020/06/13/as-covid-highlights-health-inequities-pueblosprioritize-local-agriculture/?mc_cid=e681cbd980&mc_eid=cde7993ced, reported, "On May 5,
Jemez Pueblo Gov. David Toledo was preparing for the arrival of a mobile testing unit to
administer as many as 3500 COVID-19 swab tests to Jemez tribal members in the traditional
village and nearby towns over the next two days.
Toledo, along with his tribal peers on the All Pueblo Council of Governors, had just signed a letter
to the US Treasury Department inquiring about the release of CARES Act funding and federal
Department of Health and Human Services’ relief funds to tribes. (To extend its testing capacity,
Jemez Pueblo received just shy of $150,000 of HHS funding.)"
"A prodigious farming effort has been under way on Jemez since the governor
ordered the pueblo to lock down on April 7. Jemez farmers, including the governor, have
planted more than 100 agricultural acres of corn, chile and melons in anticipation of needing
to feed the community into next year.
'We understand there might be a second (coronavirus) wave coming so we’re trying
to prepare our food and our health for when that second epidemic might occur in the
wintertime,' Toledo said."
Eddie Chuculate, "Cafe serves Indigenous ‘comfort food’ to elders," ICT, April 30, 2020,
https://files.constantcontact.com/c2394f27001/9ed11a16-a242-445b-b3dc-a08f2feb57ef.pdf,
reported, The Indigenous-themed and staffed Gatherings Café, at the Minneapolis
American Indian Center, has been delivering meals, word puzzles and sanitizing spray
toseniors in two Native housing complexes in the city since Gov. Tim Walz issued a stay-athome order in March."
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While the state of Montana, with relatively few COVID-19 cases, was beginning to open
up, cautiously, in mid-June, its 7 Indian reservations remained closed, which the state's governor
said should be respected. For the most part the Montana reservations had escaped the virus, but
not at Crow. Kathleen McLaughlin, "As Montana opens for tourism ... tribes take a different course
based on the value of elders," ICT, June 7, 2020, https://indiancountrytoday.com/news/asmontana-opens-for-tourism-tribes-take-a-different-course-based-on-the-value-of-elders79PjgUycEUqtprcfgvsirg, reported, "But already a handful of new positive cases have emerged
in recent days on the Crow reservation with the wide availability of testing. Big Horn County,
which includes the Crow and part of the Northern Cheyenne reservations, has ticked up to
more than 30 positive cases."
The Southern Ute Tribe, of Colorado as of very early June, had recorded seven
diagnosed COVID-19 cases among employees, but none among tribal members, as the nation
continued on lockdown (Jeremy Wade Shockley. the Southern Ute Drum, June 5, 2020,
https://www.sudrum.com/eEditions/DrumPDF/2020/SUDrum-20200605.pdf).
Different Indian nations have been applying their share of $8 billion funding to tribes
under the Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security Act (CARES Act) differently,
according to how they perceive the needs of their members. Dalton Walker, ICT, May 22, 2020,
https://indiancountrytoday.com/news/some-tribes-distribute-relief-money-to-citizens99K8z5sEAUeXSFvbJq826Q, reported that "The Ponca Tribe of Oklahoma was one of the first
in Indian Country to say it was helping citizens directly with money." Others have The Pyramid
Lake Paiute Tribe of Nevada and the White Mountain Apache Tribe of Arizona. "White
Mountain Apache Chairwoman Gwendena Lee-Gatewood said council approved the direct
payment for a variety of reasons, including a high unemployment rate and its rural location. She
also noted 'many' citizens didn’t receive the $1,200 stimulus check from the federal government
because 'most don’t file taxes.' The nation also has applied some of its CARES funding to make
certain that first responders and frontline personnel have personal protective equipment, and to
expanding broadband capacity to help first responders, schools and essential services. While
helpful, White Mountain found that the CARES Act did not provide all the funding it needed to
meet the exigencies of the pandemic. The nation issued stay at home orders and a curfew while
delaying or cancelling traditional ceremonies. The 17,000 member community had suffered 538
confirmed coronavirus cases, leading to six deaths, as of May 22.
The Mille Lacs Band of Ojibwe of Wisconsin gave its stimulus funding to its citizens, as
it would not be able to make per capita payment in June (Video on the nation's approach to dealing
with
the
COVID-19
situation:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QRk2Dehu2GM&feature=youtu.be&fbclid=IwAR3yH2z5o
Vc--fS-zOPojkYJ30eLG_IUxmdFVz-P5CxXWy7nBe5m6NIy79o).
The Muscogee (Creek) Nation of Oklahoma received $282 million in funding, and in late
May was discussing how it might best use the funding to provide services, including possible
payments
to
its
90,000
citizens
(video
on
he
process:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MDrEg0L2srU&feature=youtu.be).
The Little Shell Chippewa Tribe was applying the largest portion of the $25 million it
received to construct a health care facility, announcing, “This funding offers a unique one-time
opportunity to jump start the tribe’s vision of providing quality healthcare services to our tribal
citizens
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(https://www.facebook.com/116712845070717/photos/pcb.3782752281800070/3782751438466
821/?type=3&theater)”
Joaqlin Estus, "Lawmakers: Clinics serving Native people are teetering: Bipartisan group
warns U.S. Senate leadership that financial losses tied to the pandemic are taking a major toll on
Native
communities'
medical
facilities,"
ICT,
May
5,
2020,
https://indiancountrytoday.com/news/lawmakers-clinics-serving-native-people-are-teeteringK6L2uNEbzkKDZIeyqart5w, reported, "Some of the medical facilities serving Native people
may be on the verge of closing their doors. One in Alaska is already laying off hundreds of
people. That’s the alert 55 bipartisan members of Congress sent to Senate leadership
Tuesday," May 5, 2020.
The problem is that those facilities receive 20% of their income from third party
revenues, including Medicare, Medicaid, the Veterans Administration and health insurance.
With the corona virus delaying non-essential procedures, those revenues have been greatly
reduced. Congress was asked to provide funding to tribal health facilities to make up for
those loses.
Joaqlin Estus, "Urgent calls to close the massive Bristol Bay fishery, ICT, April 9, 2020,
https://files.constantcontact.com/c2394f27001/d95ae989-679d-4409-ba7f-69a1e1498a85.pdf,
reported, "An Alaska tribe and town near America’s largest salmon fishery are urging Gov.
Mike Dunleavy to shut down the fishery this year to prevent a “potential mass disease
situation.” The Bristol Bay fishery, which typically opens in June, brings some 14,000 people
to the region to work for fish processing plant companies. It also draws some 1,800
fishermen, who have been named “essential workers” by the state.
"Our community does not have the capability to control the movement of this group,” the
Curyung Tribal Council and the city of Dillingham said in a Tuesday letter to Dunleavy. 'This is
unacceptable and places us in an impossible situation.'
The Curyung Tribal Council and the city of Dillingham were pleased that the fish
processors included locals in their planning on how to meet the corona virus while staying open.
However, they wrote, 'it is appalling that our community must rely on their corporate conscience
to be a part of the planning process.'”
Bristol Bay is the world's largest Sockeye Salmon fishery, ranked as the second largest
fishing place in the United States, economically, generating 14,000 jobs and adding $306 million
to the economy.
Joaqlin Estus, "Pandemic broadens use of telemedicine in Indian Country and beyond"
ICT, May 14, 2020, https://files.constantcontact.com/c2394f27001/b73b114d-0fe1-4447-9a3ca75b476b9f71.pdf, reported, "The COVID-19 pandemic has prompted countless changes. One
that’s likely to stick is the more common use of telecommunications in the health field.
Both telemedicine, or the delivery of clinical care by telephone or the internet; and
telehealth, which includes training, education and other communications; already play a
bigger role than before the pandemic."
Many Indian nations, groups and organizations have been innovative in finding ways
to continue traditional activities including ceremonies. Numerous virtual powwows have been
widely reported. Two examples of finding ways to continue ceremonies occurred on the Southern
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Ute Reservation (Stephen Sachs phone and E-mail conversations with Southern Utes, and reports
in the Southern Ute Drum, which moved from print to on the web with the arrival of the pandemic:
https://www.sudrum.com/category/news/).
The Southern Ute Bear Dance, after a delay in the hope of a reopening, was held as a
closed single morning ceremony on June 12, instead of being publicly open for participation for
four days. Traditionally it was first a spiritual occasion with an important social side for bringing
back together the Ute bands after winter separation. In recent times it has been first social, with
many non-Utes joining the dance, and secondarily spiritual. This year the spiritual aspect was
returned to primacy with only one woman and one man dancing, while tribal members - keeping
social distancing amidst the reservation COVID-19 lockdown - listened to the Bear Dance songs
from their cars. The set up for the ceremony, usually carried out by quite a number of people with
assistance from the Tribe, was undertaken solely by the Bear Dance Chief and one of his sons.
As of mid-June, Southern Ute Sun Dance was scheduled to take place in July with
limitations consistent with COVID-19 health regulations. Where usually outside supporters were
welcome, with the Tribe helping prepare the grounds and assisting the building of the ceremonial
lodge and providing brush for family shade houses; this year only dancers, singers, and Ute
supporters were to attend, with supporters wearing masks and keeping social distance - and only
allowed onto the grounds after a health check at the entrance. As of old, the dancers were to build
the Dance lodge entirely by themselves, while families were to obtain their own brush for shade
houses, at locations designated by the tribe.
Stephen Sachs received reports in May of two other Sun Dances being canceled, but at
least for one of them, a special ceremony would be performed by the Sun Dance Chief, to whom
the dancers and supporters, who wished to do so, would send the prayer ties and prayer flags that
they would usually tie onto the ceremony's Tree of Life themselves. What would occur with the
other ceremonies traditionally held over the summer months, remained to unfold.
Center for Native American Youth, Urban Indian Health Institute, and National
Indian Families Coalition, among others - including local Native groups - have partnered to
bring awareness of the census - and the importance of being counted - to urban Native people
("Native organizations to bring awareness to census in urban Indian communities," Navajo Times,
January 30, 2020).
"New Scientific Study Reaffirms that Native Peoples Are Deeply Insulted by The
Washington
Football
Team's
Name,"
February
12,
2020,
https://www.culturalsurvival.org/news/new-scientific-study-reaffirms-native-peoples-are-deeplyinsulted-washington-football-teams, reported, "A United Coalition of Native American Leaders,
Activists, Scientists and Organizations Release the Following Joint Statement.[1]
'This week in Washington, DC, the National Congress of American Indians (NCAI)
President Fawn Sharp delivered a State of Indian Nations speech to Members of Congress, Tribal
Leaders and citizens, and the American public. In brief, President Sharp's speech outlined the goals
of tribal leaders; the successes and challenges experienced over the last year; and NCAI's vision
for the advancement of Native peoples moving forward, covering a range of issues from lack of
federal funding for tribal programs to concerns about voter suppression and climate change.
Additionally, her speech touched upon the ways in which racist mascots degrade and offend
Native American Nations and citizens.
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Today, we stand united to end the use of offensive and racist Native mascots, behaviors
and caricatures in sports.
Leaders, activists and organizations from Indian Country have gathered together to
once again declare that the name of the Washington football team must change. They
reaffirm their commitment to this goal based on a new, in-depth and profound scientific
study conducted by the University of California, Berkeley and the University of Michigan.
For too long, Native leaders have been silenced by the use of opinion polls conducted
by organizations and individuals who do not understand Native communities. Moreover,
these polls have refused to release methodological details and data files, which leaves open
the question, who are the Native people in these studies? Despite these questionable practices,
the public opinion polls have been used to legitimize the Washington football team name and
cast doubt on the Native American community's efforts to change it.
This new study debunks previous "polls" and gives us the scientific, evidence-based
data to apply increased pressure: we will not be silenced by unsympathetic media or anyone
else. Race-based sports mascots, derision of our cultural symbols and vulgar behavior by
sports fans must stop.
'The continued use of degrading mascots and the perpetuation of a single opinion poll
intended to speak on behalf of Native Americans demonstrates a deep lack of respect for Native
peoples and nations. Our tribe has a long history in the fight for equity for Native people, both
nationally and at home in Minnesota. Last October, we came together with other tribes and partner
organizations to protest the Washington NFL football team name and mascot. We support
IllumiNative and the groundbreaking scientific research that shines an important light on how
many Native Americans feel. It is our hope that this will move us forward in correcting the
narrative.'
- Keith Anderson, Chairman, Shakopee Mdewakanton Sioux Community
'This new research is critical to understanding what actual Native peoples think about sports
mascoting and how we are harmed when our identities and cultures are exploited by the NFL and
other profiteers. Momentum is turning in our direction, as evidenced by this study, by Maine and
other states that have ended their sports slurs, by art and literature on the subject, including our
new play, Reclaiming One Star, at the Denver Center for the Performing Arts. We and myriad
allies have eliminated 2,000+ school mascots and one pro baseball symbol since 1970, when
the University of Oklahoma was first to retire its objectionable mascot, Little Red. Over
two-thirds of 'Native' mascots have been consigned to history books because educators,
journalists, politicians and social justice leaders listened and learned about how mascots hurt our
children. The time has come for the NFL to stop mocking, start listening and end this public
bigotry.'
–Suzan Shown Harjo (Cheyenne & Hodulgee Muscogee) has been in the no-mascots
movement since 1962. A writer, curator and policy advocate, she is a 2014 recipient of the
Presidential Medal of Freedom, the United States' highest civilian honor.
'Almost every single poll that has been gathered by non-Natives has been deemed
unreliable and recklessly gathered. From the 2004 Annenberg Poll to the 2016 Washington
Post Poll, the results have been extremely detrimental in how the mascot issue has been
handled by the larger society and how Native people have been treated thereafter. The new
scientific study clearly shows that although our opinions may differ, Native people continue
to be adversely affected by Native mascots. This finding supports the larger movement to
dispel Native mascots, supported by solid academic research. Native people must protect the
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health and well-being of those who are impacted by Native mascots. This is a health issue,
not a sports issue.'
- Amanda Blackhorse (Diné from the Navajo Nation) Social Worker and Indigenous
Identity Advocate
'The data simply does not add up. The psychological evidence reveals that mascots are
harmful to Native people and children, that they lead non-Natives to stereotype and
discriminate against Natives, and, as our recent research reveals, offend Native people who
engage in Native cultural practices and are highly identified with being Native. Yet, widely
cited opinion polls would have Americans believe that Native people cannot see the negative
psychological effects or recognize the discriminatory nature of these mascots. And, worse yet, that
Natives People are not offended by being called a racial slur. This does not make sense. If you
look beyond simple opinion polls, the evidence is clear: There is no acceptable reason or excuse
for continuing to use Native people as mascots.'
- Dr. Stephanie Fryberg (Tulalip Tribes), Professor of Psychology, University of
Michigan.
'Given the psychological literature and the strong stand that tribal leaders take, it is time to
stop using Native Americans as mascots. Our study demonstrates that people who identify most
with being Native American, such as tribal leaders and their constituents, are the ones most likely
to be offended by the clearly denigrating and stereotypical team mascots and by the behaviors that
accompany the use of Native mascots. These are also the people most likely to experience negative
impacts of the us of Native mascots. Regardless of what sports fans claim, the outcomes are clear,
Native mascots harm and offend Native people, especially highly identified Native people.'
- Dr. Arianne Eason, Assistant Professor of Psychology, University of California,
Berkeley.
"
'llumiNative was founded on research that revealed how invisibility, false narratives and
toxic stereotypes fuel bias, discrimination and racism against Native Americans. The systemic
erasure of Native Peoples from modern society has led to the fact that 78% of Americans
know little to nothing about Native Americans, 72% rarely encounter information about
Native Peoples and 66% of Americans don't think Native Peoples face discrimination. The
limited exposure Americans have to Native peoples is rife with harmful stereotypes and
representations that includes those perpetuated by Native American sports mascots, team
names and racist fan traditions that are still celebrated within the NFL, MLB as well as
college and K-12 sports.'
- Crystal Echo Hawk (Pawnee), Executive Director, IllumiNative
Call to Action:
We humbly ask the American public to stand with us in advocating for the change of the
Washington football team name to help make it clear to all people, everywhere that the use of
racist Native mascot names – including the Washington football team name – must end.
Background on the Scientific Study
On Tuesday, Feb. 4th, a new groundbreaking, peer-reviewed scientific study
was released; it surveyed more than 1,000 Native Americans about their feelings towards
mascots, fan behavior and the Washington Football team. The first of its kind, this study adds
a significant measurable factor as it looks deeply at the complexity of identity and shows the
impact of mascots to those deeply tied to their identity and community. Called Unpacking the
Mascot Debate: Native American Identification Predicts Opposition to Native Mascots, the study
was conducted by Dr. Stephanie Fryberg (Tulalip Tribes), from the University of Michigan, and
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Dr. Arianne Eason of the University of California, Berkeley, along with their research team. The
study builds on a body of research created by Unpacking the Mascot Debate lead researcher Dr.
Stephanie Fryberg whose work in-part helped to inform the 2005 American Psychological
Association Resolution recommending the retirement of American Indian Mascots.
About IllumiNative.org
IllumiNative, is a Native-led nonprofit, launched to increase the visibility of Native peoples
in American society by changing the national narrative. IllumiNative challenges negative
narratives, stories, and stereotypes about Native peoples. We provide tools for Native advocates
and allies including youth, community and tribal leaders, activists, and professionals across critical
sectors — to develop and advocate for accurate and contemporary representations and voices of
Native peoples.
Available for Press Interviews:
Crystal Echo Hawk, Executive Director, IllumiNative
Suzan Shown Harjo, Recipient, 2014 Presidential Medal of Freedom
Dr. Stephanie Fryberg, University of Michigan
Dr. Arianne Eason, University of California Berkeley
Press Contacts:
renee.martin@finnpartners.com
david.lieberson@finnpartners.com
Illuminative@finnpartners.com
212.715.1600
_______________
1 Coalition members include Shakopee Mdewakanton Sioux Community Chairman Keith
Anderson; Suzan Shown Harjo, Recipient, 2014 Presidential Medal of Freedom; Amanda
Blackhorse, (Diné from the Navajo Nation) Social Worker and Indigenous Identity Advocate;
IllumiNative; and Dr. Stephanie Fryberg, Univ. of Michigan."
Dalton, Walker, "Clear data: Native people are 'deeply insulted' by NFL team name," ICT,
February 6, 2020, https://files.constantcontact.com/c2394f27001/26a7162b-5c65-4cce-a38a102da2a3dbee.pdf, reported, "'The data from previous opinion polls is often used to silence Native
people'
A new academic study debunks previous surveys saying Native people support
offensive mascot imagery, including the NFL’s Washington franchise.
Fifty-seven percent who identify as Native American surveyed took offense at the
Washington team and 67 percent of those who frequently engage in tribal cultural practices
said they were 'deeply insulted by caricatures of Native American culture,' according to a
University of California, Berkeley news release. Young people, participants 'engaged in their
Native or tribal cultures' and federally-recognized tribal citizens tended to agree more that the team
is offensive."
The U.S. Department of Justice has added 30 more tribes to the 75 already given
access to the Tribal Access Program for National Crime Information, which authorizes
approved tribal organizations to access and exchange information with national databases
for justice purposes ("30 tribe selected for access to national crime databases," Navajo Times,
December 19, 2019).
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8 New Mexico Indian nations were awarded Housing and Urban Department (HUD)
grants totaling more than $31.4 million, in December, to improve member access to housing.
The grants, established to streamline housing funding to tribes, help finance tribally administered
affordable housing development, operation and maintenance ("More than $31.4 million awarded
to 8 tribes," Navajo Times, December 19, 2019).
Joseph Martin, "Overdoses rattle Eastern Cherokee during shutdown," ICT, May 21, 2020,
https://files.constantcontact.com/c2394f27001/ed4e17eb-a6d3-4f0b-8dcb-3d1ce507e755.pdf,
reported "While the COVID-19 checkpoints and shutdown may have been successful in
keeping numbers of the potentially deadly virus low among the Eastern Band of Cherokee
Indians’ citizens and residents, it’s had little, if any, impact on the trafficking of heroin and
other illegal drugs to the tribe’s land in North Carolina.
Opioid addiction still continues to be a problem for the tribe, and it continued to
ravage the reservation during a time people were isolating trying to reduce spreading the
virus.
According to statistics released by the Cherokee Indian Police Department May 3, officers
have worked 19 overdoses since April 10, and they’ve reported six overdose deaths since
February."
The nation was moving, in late May 2020, to shift the emphasis of police work from
emphasizing enforcing COVID-19 safety measures to combatting drug trafficking and
abuse.
Joseph Martin, "Eastern Cherokee extend office closures after COVID-19 spike," ICT,
June 11, 2020, https://files.constantcontact.com/c2394f27001/27f0051a-318f-4590-8dee77dbd7b36c28.pdf, reported, "The Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians has experienced a spike
in confirmed coronavirus cases since it began its phased reopening May 8.
At that time, the tribe had nine confirmed cases of COVID-19. As of Monday
morning, it had 43."
The Black Lives Matter movement - now broadened - is as much a "Red Lives
Matter" concern. While much fewer in numbers, Native Americans have long suffered from
police discrimination and overuse of force, suffering the largest number of deaths atthe
hands of police per capita of any U.S. measured group. Kevin Abourezk, "They’re killing us’:
Urban Indian community caught at center of police brutality firestorm," Lakota Times
(republished from IndianZ.com), June 04, 2020, https://www.lakotatimes.com/articles/theyrekilling-us-urban-indian-community-caught-at-center-of-police-brutality-firestorm/, reported of
the many Native people who went to cities following the passage of the Indian Relocation Act
of 1956, "They went in search of jobs, education and hope. Many found racism and violence,
often at the hands of police.
Frank Paro [a leader in the American Indian movement (AIM)] was there [in
Minneapolis]. If you were lucky, police would beat you and then take you to jail, where you
might receive medical attention, he said. If you weren’t, they left you by the river.
But times have changed, he said.
'They’re not beating us no more,' he said. 'They’re killing us. That has to stop.'"
Many American Indians joined in the peaceful protests in Minneapolis, and
community leaders, including those of the AIM, pressed for protestors to cease destroying
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local offices and business. In addition, “'The Indian business owners on Franklin Avenue
have asked the American Indian Movement to provide security this evening,' he [Paro] said.
'The last few months a lot of community members asked when we would start the AIM patrol
again. Tonight, we’re the starting the American Indian Movement patrol again on Franklin
Avenue.'”
In Gallup, NM, just outside the Navajo Nation, in early June 2020, some 150
protestors, including Dine citizens, demonstrated over the death of George Floyd, calling for
action to arrest police brutality and excessive use of force (Paula Denetclaw, "'Everyone should
take a stand:' Fallup sees protest over murder of George Floyd," Navajo Times, June 11, 2020).
Etanhan Wotanin, CAIRNS,* "We Can’t Breathe," Lakota Times, June 04, 2020,
https://www.lakotatimes.com/articles/we-cant-breathe/. reported, "In Bennett County, South
Dakota, the 2010 Census reported that the percentage of White Americans (33.7 percent)
was less than the percentage of American Indians (59.9%). Nevertheless, the 5-member
Bennett County Commission is 100 percent White Americans, and the county’s 3 police
officers are all White Americans."
"When the county was organized in 1911, it had voting districts, and American
Indians were elected continually until 2000. Beginning in 2000 and continuing to today, not
a single American Indian has been elected to the county commission under the at-large
system. There were two American Indian commissioners whose terms continued into the 2000s.
One chose not to run for re-election when his term expired. When the last American Indian
commissioner died in office, the other four White American commissioners appointed a White
American to fill his seat until the next election, when the fifth White American was elected to that
seat."
"This choking down of American Indians is not happening only in Bennett County. It
is evident across South Dakota. It is achieved by White Americans systematically working to
abolish proportional representation in election rules, in university faculties, in government
offices, in business boardrooms, in institution employees, in advisory boards, and yes, in
police forces.
We can’t breathe.
*Center for American Indian Research and Native Studies (CAIRNS) is an Indiancontrolled nonprofit research and education center founded in 2004 and located in the Lacreek
District of Pine Ridge Reservation in South Dakota."
"Justice Department reaches agreement with Chamberlain School District," Lakota Times,
June 4, 2020, https://www.lakotatimes.com/articles/justice-department-reaches-agreement-withchamberlain-school-district/, reported on a case involving American Indian voters' rights, " The
Justice Department announced today that it has entered into an agreement to settle a voting
rights lawsuit with the Chamberlain School District in South Dakota."
"Under the agreement, the District will discontinue use of its current at-large method
of electing its School Board. Starting in the 2021 election cycle, the seven members of the
School Board will be elected from three two-member districts with one at-large position."
MIGIZI "board of Directors, "MIGIZI Statement on Loss of Home," May 29, 2020,
https://www.migizi.org/post/loss-of-home, stated, "We at migizi are devastated by the loss of our
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home. The building is just a block and a half away from the Minneapolis police precinct
building that burned last night. although our home was not specifically targeted, flames from
another fire spread to us.
It is painful to lose a home. the youth we proudly serve deserve our best. we refer to
children as wakanyeja, sacred ones. our youth are wakan, sacred. this home is sacred.
Our sacred youth primarily need two things – a positive identity based on their
talents, dreams and American Indian cultural ways. they also need a sense of belonging connections to others in a circle of support.
MIGIZI is that circle, an extended family of relatives who are trying to help youth be
successful, contributing members of the American Indian and broader community – as students,
storytellers, workers earning a living wage or better, and as fiercely proud indigenous people.
We are very, very sad today. it hurts to see hard work, dreams and spirit – yes, spirit – go
up in flames. but the MIGIZI circle is still strong and we will rebuild. we will rebuild! we are
grateful and moved for the outpouring of concern, love and financial support that we have
seen in just a few hours.
We are working through many emotions, including disbelief and anger. we moved into this
new home only last year, after raising more than $1.6 million to buy it and renovate it. but despite
our sadness, we also have deep understanding about why Minneapolis has resorted to
destructive protests, in the face of such overwhelming oppression faced by AfricanAmericans, American Indian people and others.
This is a struggle that is about much more than police brutality. sure, that’s a huge
problem. To understand this pain, you must read the statement by leaders of other Minneapolis
American Indian organizations about the long history of abuse by police in our community.
Our own youth face this kind of racism and discrimination nearly every day. as Minneapolis
NAACP President Leslie Redmond said today, “we’re all tired of being tired.”
This is about more than the police. it’s about nearly every system in Minnesota –
institutional racism. Minnesota has among the worst disparities in education, health, housing
and incarceration of any other state in the nation. these problems go deep, as far back as the
minnesota state leaders who legalized taking the best Dakota farmland and Ojibwe timber.
but the struggle we all face today is a collective struggle, no matter your skin color. our tribal
culture is about collective well-being.
We are not an individualistic culture. we define our success in the context of the circle,
how we can use our talents and resources to make the circle stronger. we lift up everyone in the
circle, we share, we help, we support, we love. we are all related. your well-being impacts my
well-being.
If Minnesota would just follow these indigenous principles, then there would be no
need for destructive protests. There would be no inequity, no poverty, no domination - in the
collective circle.
In our Indian way, this home should feel like your home. you would see the destruction of
MIGIZI’s home as you would the destruction of your own home. that’s how we see the world. we
are all related. And that’s how we will rebuild."
MIGIZI is at: PO Box 17125 Minneapolis, MN 55417, info@migizi.org, 612-721-6631,
https://www.migizi.org.
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Dalton Walker, "Red Lake Nation approves medical cannabis," ICT, May 28, 2020,
https://files.constantcontact.com/c2394f27001/22e63c0c-f6cb-4ddc-b54b-943ba4ecf3b2.pdf
,
reported that the citizens of the Re Lake Nation of Minnesota voted solidly to approve having
a medical cannabis program. "The new law goes beyond Minnesota’s state medical marijuana
program and includes cannabis in flower form.
Minnesota allows medical cannabis in liquid, pill or vaporized forms and recent legislation
on expansion was voted down. Red Lake will also have a longer list of approved diagnoses to be
eligible for a medical cannabis prescription." Red Lake is one of the first Minnesota nations to
launch a medical cannabis program.
LaDonna Thunder Hawk of Lakota People's Law Project reported in an E-mail,
info@lakotalaw.org, February 17, 2020, "As the Keystone XL pipeline (KXL) invades our
homelands at the Cheyenne River Reservation, we women are preparing for the struggle.
In December, my daughter, Marcy, helped to organize a talk about human trafficking
and Missing and Murdered Indigenous Women and Children (MMIWC) happening on our
reservation. At this important Women Gathering, community members and representatives
of many concerned organizations initiated the Nazo Campaign — providing whistles to alert
relatives to unfolding crime and violence on Cheyenne River — and a resolution asking our
Tribal Council to declare a state of emergency. They then presented to the council, where our
tribal nation made that declaration.
Our matriarchy must and will lead this fight. We even have two generations of
grandmothers working together here! The Was'agiya Najin — 'Grandmothers Standing Strong' —
includes both older grandmothers (OGs) like me and younger grandmothers (YGs) like Marcy.
In addition to Was'agiya Najin, our Women Gatherings also include representation
from Warrior Women Project, Women of All Red Nations, Simply Smiles, Indigenous
Environmental Network, the Lakota People’s Law Project, veterans, water protectors, and more.
These are powerful, alliance-building meetups, and now the tribe has heeded our warning.
That’s critical, because Big Oil is building two KXL man camps — temporary housing
for pipeline workers — on either side of Cheyenne River. These dens of machismo inevitably
bring with them increases in sex and drug trafficking, worsening our MMIWC epidemic
locally.
Here’s how bad it is: by 2014, our state’s federal courts had handed out more life
sentences for commercial sex trafficking than all other states’ combined. Because 40 percent
of South Dakota’s victims are Native women, we pay the highest price.
As a girl, I was shipped off to boarding school. I experienced what it is like to have my
culture stripped from me, so as a young woman I became a leader in the American Indian
Movement and created the 'We Will Remember' Survival School. There, I taught Marcy and other
children about treaty rights, to prioritize Native sovereignty, and to preserve our traditions.
Now, together, we are helping to pass on lessons of leadership and direct action to the
next generations. That starts with making sure they don’t fall prey to man camps, and it
means demanding action from our tribe. As Indigenous women, we have always been on the
front lines, and we know how to stay ready."
Jack Healy, "Rural Montana Had Already Lost Too Many Native Women. Then Selena
Disappeared: For decades, with little public notice, Native women and girls have gone missing or
been found murdered. The disappearance of Selena Not Afraid is showing how much things are
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changing,"
The
New
York
Times,
January
20,
2020,
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/01/20/us/selena-not-afraid-missing-montana.html, reported, "A
national outcry over the killings and disappearances of Indigenous women has reached a
boiling point here in Big Horn County, a rural stretch of rolling mountains and ranch lands
that contains the Crow and Northern Cheyenne reservations and has the highest rate of
missing and murdered Native Americans in Montana, and among the highest nationwide."
In Bighorn County alone 28 women have gone missing, a number of whom are known to
have been murdered.
"Last year, 5,590 Indigenous women were reported missing to the F.B.I.’s National
Crime Information Center, but advocates say the staggeringly high rates of violence suffered
by Indigenous people is still not fully reflected in official accounting. Some of the victims are
misclassified as Asian or Hispanic, or are overlooked if they live in urban areas instead of
reservations, or their cases are lost in a jurisdictional maze over which state, federal or tribal law
enforcement agency bears responsibility for investigating.
Law enforcement officials said these can be extremely difficult cases to investigate,
sometimes ranging over vast expanses of territory, but that they are committed to solving
them. The families say the problem is more a matter of will and resources than of difficulty."
"In recent months, a flurry of federal and state agencies across the country and here
in Montana have raced to respond with task forces and law-enforcement resources,
including a new Justice Department effort to coordinate federal and local responses to
disappearances and murders in Indian Country."
"Jay Harris, the county prosecutor, who is a member of the Crow tribe, said the
proliferation of meth use and a scarcity of federal law enforcement had exacerbated the problem.
Last November, the Crow chairman declared a state of emergency over what he called ineffective
investigations and unanswered police calls on the 2.3 million-acre reservation, and said the tribe
would move to form its own police force."
Jourdan Bennett-Begaye, "Pandemic shows tribes the census is an 'absolute necessity,’"
ICT, May 28, 2020, https://files.constantcontact.com/c2394f27001/22e63c0c-f6cb-4ddc-b54b943ba4ecf3b2.pdf, reported, "Researchers from the University of California in Los Angeles
took a look at the census response rates for tribal reservations as of May 13 and compared
them to the 2010 self-response rate. They excluded Oklahoma tribes, Alaska Natives and
reservations where there was no information or a zero recorded response rate.
They found that seven reservations had a greater response rate than the current
national average of 60 percent. Those seven are Washoe Ranches, Kootenai, Puyallup, Isabella,
Pokagon, Port Gamble and Oneida in Wisconsin. In 2010, 23 tribal reservations were above the
national response rate of 67 percent.
Two other findings in the analysis: 50 reservations have a higher response rate for the
2020 census than their 2010 final response; and 118 reservations have a lower response rate
during this census when compared to the 2010 census."
This analysis does not include the majority of Native people living off reservation. The
researcher's notes, 'The low self-response rate during the first phase of the 2020 Census will
create major challenges for the second phase, the non-response follow- up in-person
interviews,” especially as the pandemic may make these interviews more difficult to make.
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Lakota Peoples Law Project reported by E-mail, March 12, 2020, "In times of trouble,
here’s some great news! Since I last wrote to you about our Standing Rock foster home, your
support has facilitated something truly remarkable. Since January, our Native-run home has
already hosted a dozen different foster children, ranging in age from one to 17 years old.
Your generosity and a great working relationship with tribal Child Protective Services has
created a comfortable environment that emphasizes education and traditional culture."
Jim Robbins, "A Canal That Opened the Montana Prairie May Soon Dry Up: An early
20th-century federal water project irrigated the prairie to create farms and towns in eastern
Montana. But it needs a $200 million overhaul," The New York Times, June 15, 2020,
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/06/14/us/montana-water-milk-river.html, reported, "A century
ago, one of the first of the ambitious federal water projects that helped build the West was
constructed to carry water from the mountains of Glacier National Park hundreds of miles
east, irrigating an area twice the size of Maryland.
The well-traveled water allows alfalfa, wheat and cattle farms to flourish in what
would otherwise be an arid landscape of prairie grass and sagebrush.
Last month, however, a crumbling concrete portion of the antiquated ditch system
known as the St. Mary Canal collapsed, cutting off the flow of mountain water to farms and
towns in a portion of Canada and much of eastern Montana. As the heat of summer looms,
water users are worried."
Among others greatly impacted by the collapse on canal which feeds the otherwise
feeble Milk River, are the city of Havre, the Fort Belknap Indian Reservation and other small
towns, as well as to several hundred irrigators for which the St Mary Canal and the Milk
River are the only source of water. It may be that other Eastern Montana reservations are also
affected.
Under the original contract under which the U.S. government built the project, the water
users are responsible for the maintenance of the 29 mile canal. The water users do not have
the funds to pay for the repair.
Eoin Higgins, "Praising Indigenous 'Understanding About Sustainability,' Bernie Sanders
Tells Native Community in Iowa 'They Will be Part of Discussion': 'Young people all over the
world are looking to the Native American community for leadership,'" Common Dreams, January
3, 2020, https://www.commondreams.org/news/2020/01/03/praising-indigenous-understandingabout-sustainability-bernie-sanders-tells-native?cdorigin=rss&utm_term=AO&utm_campaign=Daily%20Newsletter&utm_content=email&utm_so
urce=Daily%20Newsletter&utm_medium=Email, reported, "Senator Bernie Sanders in Iowa
Thursday told members of the Meskwaki Nation that Native Americans are being looked to
for influence in addressing the climate crisis by activists around the world and pledged to
work with Indigenous communities to deal with the threats and concerns they face."
Dalton Walker, "Cherokee’s seeds of life," ICT,
February 27, 2020,
https://files.constantcontact.com/c2394f27001/029e0283-ddcb-4240-88a9-d36ba81d4e08.pdf,
reported, "As 'many tribes across Indian Country are preparing for spring planting season,
Cherokee Nation is taking a dramatic step further, beyond planting and its annual seed distribution
to its citizens. The tribe is the first in North America to deposit traditional heirloom seeds at
Norway’s Svaldbard Global Seed Vault. Cherokee Nation is only the second Indigenous
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community to store seeds at the vault after South America’s Indigenous Andean
communities in 2015."
A number of Southern Ute Tribal Members complained early in 2020 that several
businesses in the town of Ignacio, which is inside the boundaries of the southern Colorado
reservation, charged them state sales tax on purchases of food, products or services, which
is in violation of federal and state law. The Southern Ute Tribal Council sent letters to the
concerned businesses to correct their understanding and have them cease the practice
(Ignacio businesses improperly charging tribal members state tax," Southern Ute Drum, February
28, 2020).
Russell Contreras, "New Mexico back to 49th in nation in child poverty," ICT, January 16,
2020,
https://files.constantcontact.com/c2394f27001/84a7a45c-d7a7-40de-97884e8029ddc5b6.pdf, reported, "In the state, 41 percent of Native American children live in
poverty, according to the 2019 New Mexico Kids Count Data Book.
New Mexico's child poverty rate rose slightly and continues to rank near the bottom
nationally despite improvements in the state's economy, a child-advocacy group said Wednesday.
The 2019 New Mexico Kids Count Data Book, released by New Mexico Voices for Children,
found 26 percent of the state's children in 2018 remained at or below the federal poverty line. That
places the state back to 49th nationally in child poverty, where it ranked in previous studies."
The Native Leaders Collective (NLC) of Albuquerque, NM, composed of the executive
directors of 18 Native nonprofits in the metropolitan area, was organized to reinvigorate American
Indians in Albuquerque. This includes working with the Mayor's office and City of Albuquerque
Commission on American Indian and Alaska Native Affairs. Among other issues, NLC has been
working to have all Native people in the metropolitan area included in the Census. About 7 percent
of the Albuquerque population is Native. Among the NLC members is Laura Harris, Executive
Director of Americans for Indian Opportunity, Lharris@aio.org.
With the completion of a Navajo Nation authorized survey of the internet connectivity
of its 110 chapters, the data began being used, in early 2020, by Magellan Advisors - under
a contract with the Nation - to develop a comprehensive plan for providing the entire
reservation with broadband service (Cindy Yurth, "Partnership aims for broadband strategy for
rez," Navajo Times, February16, 2020).
In the face of increasing internet security threats, the Navajo Nation Department
of Information Technology has set up firewalls to protect the nation's data bases and
computer systems (Steps taken to set up firewalls," Navajo Times, Decembe 19, 2019).
The Bureau of Land Reclamation and the Navajo Nation signed a new agreement for
the Bureau to assist the Nation with planning for bringing water to areas of the reservation
that remain without water service ("Nation, BOR sign agreement," Navajo Times, December
19, 2019).
24 sites contaminated with by uranium from mining on the Navajo Nation were
about to begin cleanup, in February 2020. However, an additional 520 will still remain
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that the Navajo EPA says will cost $4 billion to cleanup (Arlyssa Becenti, Navajo EPA:
524 sites require $4 billion," Navajo Times, February 27, 2020).
The Navajo Nation Budget and Finance Committee began developing a nation
budget for fiscal year 2021, in December 2019. At that time, even before the huge fiscal
impact of the corona virus epidemic was foreseeable, the nation was projecting $50
million less than in the past in income, because of the closing of the Navajo Generating
Station and the Kayenta Mine which supplied it with coal (Arlyssa Besenti, "Branch chiefs
prepare for lean years," Navajo Times, December 29, 2019).
The Navajo Nation Council heard testimony, in late April 2020, to the effect that
the Division of Social Services can take up to 8 months, or even over a year, to provide
funding or to respond to requests and other paperwork from the domestic violence
shelters in its programs, resulting in serious problems for the shelters and the program.
Some Council delegates wondered what they could do to solve the problem, since the funding
comes from the executive branch. Some however suggested that they could improve the
situation with a change in policy (Cindy Yurth, DV shelters wait up to 8 month for passthrough grants," Navajo Times, April 30, 2020).
The Navajo Division of Community Development (DCD) reported in June 2020,
that 80 of the nation's 110 chapters suffer from some kind of conflict within their
administration, seriously limiting community participation and greatly reducing local
government effectiveness. The DVD director stated that it is necessary to move to a more
performance based work environment. that will require training of managers on
supervisory responsibilities, and of staff as well. personnel management and conflict
resolution training are also necessary. Though the main problem has been lack of
training, a shift to at-will employment might also be needed so that employees can be
fired more easily (Tima Krisst, "DC director addresses chapter conflict," Navajo Times, June
11, 2020).
The Navajo Nation Office of the Auditor General reported, at the beginning of
March 2020, that there continue to be mixed results in getting Chapters to handle
finances and the related paperwork properly. Of six chapters then recently audited, two
did very well: Kaibeto and Dilkon. Four others had problems that still needed correction:
Standing Rock, Round Rock, Nahata Dziil, and Sanostee. Kaibeto Chapter is an example of
the learning that a number of chapters have achieved since the Nation decentralized
some functions and their financing to the 110 chapters, most of whose personnel were
not used to standard bookkeeping and handling of finances. That chapter improved
steadily over three audits to obtain full compliance (Bill Donovan, "Auditors find mixed
result at 6 chapters," Navajo Times, March 5, 2020).
Some 20 ranchers in the Eastern Navajo Agency complained in March that the
three party agreement to regulate grazing had broken down with the demise of the local
land board, leading the BIA filling the vacuum, making decisions without consulting
ranchers, who say they suffer from unfair decisions without due process. The ranchers
say the problem stems from the board representing Navajos and responsible for
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facilitating resolution of disputes steadily losing power and compensation of its
members, so that so few were coming to meetings that there was not the needed quorum
for the board to act (Cindy Yurth, "Eastern ranchers say BIA mishandling grazing permits,"
Navajo Times, April 23, 2020).
The president of Navajo Nation, Jonathan Nez, noting that in the midst of dealing
with the corona virus, the tribal council passed a number of measures without the usual
five day public comment period, undertook his own public consultation on those
measures, leading him to veto several bills that he found unnecessary (Arlyssa Besenti,
"Nez issues vetoes with public input," Navajo Times, May, 2020).
The clothing retailer Madhappy apologized to Navajo Nation, in January 2020, on
receiving a complaint that its Aspen, CO store had appropriated the seal of the Navajo
Nation on its clothing. The company said it would have the Aspen store stop using the
similar symbol and offered to donate all proceeds from the sale of items with the Navajo
Nation seal like design to the Navajo Nation (Donovan Quintero, "Clothing retailer
apologizes for design resembling Navajo seal," Navajo Times, April 23, 2020).
The Navajo Nation Tribal Utility Authority received authorization from the nation's
Council for $1 million for Phase II of "Light Up Navajo," to bring electricity to 300
reservation homes in the next year, exceeding Phase I's 233 homes (Arlyssa Becenti,
"Committees approve $ million for 'Ligjht Up Navajo'," Navajo Times, January 6, 2020).
Simon Romero, "Tribal Nation Condemns ‘Desecration’ to Build Border Wall:
Construction of a wall on the Arizona border is endangering sacred Indigenous sites — including
an oasis that has supported human beings for the last 16,000 years," The New York Times, February
26, 2020, https://www.nytimes.com/2020/02/26/us/border-wall-cactuses-arizona.html, reported,
"Cut down a saguaro cactus in Arizona and you can face years in prison. But over the past several
weeks, work crews have been destroying dozens of the protected cactuses, which can live for 200
years, to build a new wall on the southwestern border."
"Work along the border, according to tribal leaders of the Tohono O’odham Nation
who live on both sides of the border, is blasting ancient burial sites and siphoning an aquifer
that feeds a desert oasis where human beings have slaked their thirst for 16,000 years."
The wall, which even knowledgeable supporters of tight immigration and border
security policy see as an ineffective waste of money, needlessly violates Indigenous rights and
wellbeing, and long established environmental policy and concerns, while doing economic
harm to local economies. This section of the wall is inside the Organ Pipe Cactus National
Monument, an area designated by UNESCO as an internationally protected biosphere
reserve. The construction related work destroys an endangered species and Native American
burial sites, while the large amounts water for mixing great quantities of concrete is being
pumped from the fragile aquifer supporting life in an around the monument.
Octaviana Trujillo, Laurie Smith Monti, and Gary Paul Nabhan, "Indigenous Religious
Freedom Violations Abound at the U.S.-Mexico Border Barriers," Cultural Survival, March 19,
2020, https://www.culturalsurvival.org/news/indigenous-religious-freedom-violations-aboundus-mexico-border-barriers, reported, "This last year, we have palpably felt a heightened level
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of traumatic stress pervasive in the Indigenous communities where all three of us have
worked on both sides of the international boundary. Throughout our adult lives, we have
provided educational opportunities, technical assistance, and land rights advocacy strategies
within the many Indigenous communities that live within 100 miles or so from the U.S.Mexico border. But now, we see the bridges that we have worked to build across the border
threatened. Within the last year, the U.S. Department of Homeland Security began to build
Trump’s 30 foot wall through many sacred sites and across many traditional pilgrimage
routes that have served transborder Tribes for centuries.
Some of these routes once led to rare sacred springs, salt-gathering flats, ceremonial
grounds and cemeteries. A few of those sites literally occur right on the border, on the very
right of way that Homeland Security has begun to bulldoze to stage its construction of a
thirty foot tall steel wall with 24/7 flood lighting on top. We are among the many activists
who are bearing witness to the damage U.S. federal agencies do to culturally-important
desert gathering grounds, mountain retreats, and oases, as they leave the smell of dead and
rotting plants in their wake.

No wonder we sense so much stress, remorse and grief being expressed by our compadres
and neighbors with deep cultural ties to these sacred sites. In December 2019, we joined in as
speakers at a multicultural rally not far from wall construction sites in Organ Pipe Cactus National
Monument. Theis 'Wilderness Area' lies just west of the Tohono O’odham Reservation, but has
been part of O’odham homelands for millennia. We arrived within a few days of when Homeland
Security began toppling hundreds of tall saguaro cacti that would be otherwise protected by
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Arizona State Native Plant Laws. Since 1937, the National Park Service has respected the
O’odham community’s rights to gather cactus fruit at these sites, rights guaranteed by a
Presidential Proclamation and the monument’s own enabling legislation passed by Congress.
We watched tearfully as two middle-aged O’odham women walked among the carnage of
dozens of the sacred cactus plants whose fruits are required to ferment the sacramental wine used
in their summer rain-making ceremonies. One of the women was weeping inconsolably. The other
simply mourned a loud, 'Why would anyone do this? What would make them do such a thing?
Don’t they know that these plants are our ancestors?'
This is not the first or only episode of racism, resource usurpment, and violence against
Indigenous border-dwellers and their traditions that has occurred since 1918, when a Yaqui youth
became the first border-crosser to be shot and killed by U.S. law enforcers stationed on the border.
The killing occurred at Nogales, Arizona, not far from where the three of us live today. The only
error made by that Indigenous victim was trying to cross the border to see relatives that had settled
on the other side. He apparently did not understand enough Spanish or English to comprehend an
infantryman’s warning not to cross the open border at International Street in Nogales.
Today, Yaqui elders from the sacred Yoemem Pueblos to the south of the border are
faced with a new wave of difficulties getting into the U.S., to guide their sister communities
north of the border in their Lenten observances. These observances keep alive centuries-old
folk Catholic traditions of the Yoemem, but also include millennia-old sacred Deer Dance and
Pascola traditions. Without the spiritual leadership of these maestros from the Rio Yaqui
communities in Sonora to guide the ceremonies held today in Yaqui barrios within Tucson and
Phoenix, these ancient traditions can be disrupted or diminished.
We have also engaged in dialogues with O’odham communities on both sides of the
border, for we have historically documented their spiritual traditions that are being directly
violated and disrupted by Trump’s border wall construction. There are both Tohono
O’odham and Hia c-ed O’odham families who live immediately adjacent to the international
boundary, in villages on both sides of the border barriers. They are subjects of frequent
harassment by the U.S. Customs and Border Protection agents. Many of the families’
transborder cultural practices are now difficult to maintain due to changing policies and
unprecedented barriers. Tohono O’odham and Hia c-ed O’odham have lived and maintained
ancient spiritual practices for centuries at Quitobaquito, a spring-fed water hole on the border
roughly 100 miles west of Nogales and 50 miles northeast of one of their places of origin. As
Verlon Jose, governor and spokesperson for the traditional O’odham leaders of Mexico has stated,
“The new border wall would cut off the route of ceremonial salt pilgrimage and interfere with this
sacred ritual,” by blocking access to the sea shores edging the revered Sierra del Pinacate in
Mexico. Quitobaquito is the closed sacred site and stopover with water on the way to this sacred
mountain and its salt flats near the shores of the Sea of Cortez in Mexico.
While the O’odham still have strong ties to these sacred sites, they lost their property rights
to their lands at Quitobaquito in the 1950’s, through a scandalous set of maneuvers by
unscrupulous Park Service officials. Their eviction from Quitobaquito was ironic, for several
decades before, the federal government itself had drawn up a map circumscribing a 200 acre area
for an O’odham Reservation on the half of their village area north of the border. Later, the Park
Service wanted to build a resort hotel there at one time, and so began humiliating the Native
residents remaining in the area by posting roadside signs on the way to the springs that said, 'Watch
Out for Cattle, Deer and Indians.'
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Although the O’odham never lived year-round at Quitobaquito after the 1950s, one of us
witnessed tribal elders there in the 1970’s and 1980’s who regularly arrived for seasonal spiritual
observances, including Day of the Dead ceremonies. By that time, many O’odham blended
Catholic traditions with their own Indigenous spiritual traditions. Quitobaquito’s spring waters
were used for baptisms as late as the 1980’s. Curiously, the first recorded Palm Sunday Mass in
what is now Arizona occurred at the springs in 1698. That’s when the O’odham share palm fronds
with Jesuit missionary Padre Eusebio Kino for a celebration at that sacred site. Such religious
expressions have been practiced there ever since. Despite the fact that Quitobaquito Springs lies
off reservation, all Park Service superintendents at Organ Pipe Cactus National Monument have
reaffirmed and even facilitated the O’odham Peoples’ right to continue to practice their spiritual
traditions there.
It is only Homeland Security that insists that it has the authority to disrupt or
diminish these time-tried traditions on the basis of a Presidential Proclamation of a 'border
crisis' in the summer of 2018. That so-called emergency has allowed Homeland Security to
waive 41 different federal and state laws protecting antiquities, religious freedom, and
endangered species protection in order to fast-track the building of the wall. In late January
2020, CBP Chief of the Tucson Sector, Ray Villareal, used those waivers as his excuse for
allowing bulldozers to cut into burial sites, displace human bones, blow up a mountainside
and topple cacti near Quitobaquito. In doing so, Villareal and his D.C. boss Paul Enriquez
flagrantly violated another Presidential Proclamation, the 1937 declaration by Franklin
Roosevelt guaranteeing the Tohono O’odham rights to resources in that landscape.
Nevertheless, Homeland Security did not and cannot waive the constitutionally-guaranteed
expression of religious freedom that applies to native spirituality as well as to formal western and
eastern religions. Although few cases advanced by Indigenous Peoples have been recognized by
the high courts, we are among the many who believe that the O’odham practice of their placebased spiritual traditions fully meets protection criteria under the constitution.
When the three of us spearheaded 'listening sessions' with over a dozen western tribes in
order to develop a Sacred Lands and Gathering Grounds Tool Kit over a decade ago, we could not
have realized that some of the legal principles elucidated in the Tool Kit would be needed to help
protect Indigenous religious freedom in our own backyard. We urge all Tribes and their legal
experts to join with the Alianza Indigena Sin Fronteras to challenge Homeland Security on its
unnecessary, arrogant and illegal destruction of sacred sites, their associated waters and plants,
and its disruption of cross-border exchanges among Indigenous spiritual leaders."
Joaqlin Estus, "Air Force General explores century- late apology for US bombing of
Tlingit
villages,"
ICT,
February
20,
2020,
https://files.constantcontact.com/c2394f27001/9a60d933-64ca-4786-ab55-9472dfe5ba0c.pdf,
reported, "'We're in the weeds of intergenerational trauma'
A top military leader in Alaska told Tlingit clan leaders earlier this month that the
military is open to the idea of apologizing for the bombardment of three Tlingit villages in
1869 and 1882.
Lt. Gen. Thomas A. Bussiere, commander of the US Air Force’s North American
Aerospace Defense Command Pacific Region, met with Tlingit clan leaders on Feb. 5 from
three Southeast Alaska villages. Bussiere said he first heard about the Angoon bombardment in a
talk given by Institute president Rosita Worl, Tlingit, at a military event."
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"Obstacles At Every Turn: Barriers to Political Participation Faced By Native American
Voters, An Investigation by the Native American Rights Fund," May 2020,
https://www.narf.org/wordpress/wpcontent/uploads/2020/05/NARF_2020FieldHearingReport_SummaryDocument.pdf, reported, "In
2017 and 2018, the Native American Voting Rights Coalition—founded by the Native American
Rights Fund—held nine public hearings to better understand how Native Americans are
systemically and culturally kept from fully exercising their franchise. More than 120 witnesses
testified from dozens of tribes across the country.
The final report, Obstacles At Every Turn: Barriers to Political Participation Faced By
Native American Voters, provides detailed evidence that Native people face obstacles at every
turn in the electoral process: from registering to vote, to casting votes, to having votes
counted.
Some of these findings affect non-Natives as well. Many are particular to the Indian
Country experience in 2020. Some were put in place specifically to suppress turnout.
11 GENERAL BARRIERS TO PARTICIPATION FACED BY NATIVE AMERICANS
1. Geographic isolation
2. Physical and natural barriers
3. Poor or non-existent roads
4. Distance, travel time, and limited hours of non-tribal government offices
5. Technological barriers and the digital divide
6. Low levels of educational attainment
7. Depressed socio-economic conditions
8. Homelessness and housing insecurity
9. Lack of addresses and non-traditional mailing addresses
10. Lack of resources and funding
11. Discrimination against Native Americans
10 BARRIERS TO VOTER REGISTRATION FACED BY NATIVE AMERICANS
1. Lack of traditional mailing addresses
2. Homelessness and housing instability
3. Hard to obtain voter ID requirements
4. Unequal access to online voter registration
5. Unequal access to in-person voter registration
6. Restrictions on access to voter registration forms
7. Denial of voter registration opportunities due to previous convictions
8. Rejection of voter registration applications
9. Voter purges
10. Failure to offer registration opportunities at polling places on Election Day
9 BARRIERS TO CASTING A BALLOT FACED BY NATIVE AMERICANS
1. Unequal funding for voting activities in Native American communities
2. Lack of pre-election information and outreach
3. Cultural and political isolation
4. Unequal access to in-person voting
5. Unequal access to early voting
6. Barriers caused by vote-by-mail
7. Arbitrary population thresholds in order to establish polling places
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8. Use of the ADA to deny polling places on reservation lands
9. Lack of Native American election workers.
4 BARRIERS TO HAVING VOTES COUNTED FACED BY NATIVE AMERICANS
1. Lack of ballot canvassing opportunities
2. Failure to count ballots cast out-of- precinct
3. Ballot collection bans
4. Lack of information on ballot status and the inability to correct errors.
5 BARRIERS TO VOTE BY MAIL FACED BY NATIVE AMERICANS
1. Native Americans do not have mail delivery at their homes
2. Distant rural post offices, slow mail routes, too few PO boxes
3. Homelessness, over-crowding, moving homes
4. In-person registration on paper registration forms
5. Some elder Native American voters are not fluent or literate in English
NATIVE PARTICIPATION MATTERS
Difficulties in voting—the very foundation of democracy—are not new for Native
Americans. It is part of the legacy of genocide and racism the continent’s first peoples have
fought for more than 500 years. American Indians have only been recognized as citizens for less
than a century.
But just as it is not new, this problem is also not unsolvable. Politicians would do well
to note the impact of their Native American constituents. The Native vote regularly decides
elections in the Dakotas, Alaska, and parts of the Southwest. Their votes are determinative
in numerous Congressional districts.
And this is about more than political fortunes. This is about the well-being of United
States citizens. Eradicating barriers to political participation for Native Americans would
improve:
Socio-economic status
Self-determination
Land rights
Water rights
Health
care
Simply put: the first people on the land should not be the last to vote.
RECOMMENDATIONS & THE WAY FORWARD
In the United States, power is available through participatory democracy. If Native
Americans can engage fully in the political system—free from the barriers that currently obstruct
them—they can reclaim power and participate in America in a way that is fair and just.
The first critical step: Congress must pass the Native American Voting Rights Act, or
its component pieces in other legislation. This bill will ensure that Native Americans have
access to political participation by starting to address the obstacles outlined in this report.
For example, mandating polling places on reservations will cut down travel time and allow Native
American voters to cast a ballot in a familiar place free from discrimination.
States and state officials should make sure election activities for Native Americans
are equitably funded and establish Native American task forces to ensure Native American
citizens are provided equal access to registration and voting opportunities within their states.
States should not require a physical address, or proof of a physical address, to register or
cast a ballot.
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Local election officials should reach out directly to tribes to consult about placement
of vote centers with registration opportunities and polling places within Native communities
and recruit Native American community members to work as poll workers and local election
officials. For vote by mail specifically, election officials should ensure safe curbside voting
and ballot drop boxes, and deploy mobile registration and voting stations. Election day
postmarks should be accepted as the norm, as should postage-paid ballots. Third parties
should be allowed to collect ballots and drop off completed ballots, and there must be a
process for rectifying signature match issues.
Tribes should encourage their members to participate in state and federal elections
as a way to increase political power, reach out to and work with county officials to increase
voter access for their members, and issue voter guides to de-mystify voting processes and
ballot initiatives that affect the tribal community. Tribes should make voter registration for
state and federal elections available in all tribal buildings and encourage registration at every
point of contact with tribal members.
Tribal citizens should register and vote, and encourage their families and friends to
register to vote. They should arrange voter registration drives and reach out to their tribal
governments expressing enthusiasm for get out the vote efforts.
Concerned citizens and activists should reach out to their elected officials, including
their Secretary of State, to insist upon equitable access for Native Americans by inquiring whether
the state has a Native American task force, insist upon voting opportunities on Native American
lands, and demand funding for Native American voting and registration opportunities. "
Read the full report at: vote.narf.org, where more information is available.
Aliyah Chavez, "12 Native candidates for Congress: If elected ... 'It will be a great day',"
ICT, February 18, 2020, https://indiancountrytoday.com/news/12-native-candidates-for-congressif-elected-it-will-be-a-great-day-GovPIjk3rkmqOvGFI0s1tA, reported on 12, who become 15,
Native Americans running for the U.S. House and Senate:
Karen Bedonie, Navajo, U.S. House of Representatives, New Mexico, District 3,
Republican.
Dineh Benally, Navajo, U.S. House of Representatives, New Mexico, District 3,
Democrat.
Gavin Clarkson, Choctaw, U.S. Senate, New Mexico, Republican.
Tom Cole, Chickasaw, U.S. House of Representatives, Oklahoma, District 4 incumbent,
Republican.
Sharice Davids, Ho-Chunk, U.S. House of Representatives, Kansas, District 3 incumbent,
Democrat.
Deb Haaland, Laguna Pueblo, U.S. House of Representatives, New Mexico, District 1
incumbent, Democrat.
Yvette Herrell, Cherokee Nation, U.S. House of Representatives, New Mexico, District 2,
Republican (running against incumbent Xochitl Torres Small, of Aztec heritage, Democrat).
Paulette Jordan, Coeur d'Alene, U.S. Senate, Idaho, Democrat.
Kai Kahele, Native Hawaiian, U.S. House of Representatives, Hawaii, District 2,
Democrat.
Elisa Martinez, Navajo, U.S. Senate, New Mexico, Republican.
Markwayne Mullin, Cherokee, U.S. House of Representatives, Oklahoma, District, 2,
Republican.
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Darren Parry, Shoshone-Bannock, U.S. House of Representatives, Utah, District 1,
Democrat.
Rudy Soto, Shoshone-Bannock, U.S. House of Representatives, Idaho, District 1,
Democrat.
Tricia Zunker, Ho-Chunk, U.S. House of Representatives, Wisconsin, District 3,
Democrat.
Danyell Lanier (Cherokee) is uncontested in running for Congress as a democrat in
Oklahoma's 2nd congressional district (Aliyah Chavez, "The campaigns: ‘A call to service,’"
ICT, February 27, 2020, https://files.constantcontact.com/c2394f27001/029e0283-ddcb-424088a9-d36ba81d4e08.pdf).
Hoksila White Mountain (Standing Rock Lakota) is running for mayor in the
Standing Rock town of McLaughlin, SD (Chase Iron Eyes, Lakota People's Law Project via Email).
Tricia Zunker, a Democrat from Wausau, WI and a justice on the Ho-Chunk Nation
Supreme Court, failed in her effort to win the special election for Congress in Wisconsin's
Seventh Congressional District ("Wisconsin Special Election Results: Seventh Congressional
District."
The
New
York
Times,
May
12,
2020,
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2020/05/12/us/elections/results-wisconsin-house-district-7special-general-election.html).
Following the primary elections, ending in early June, at least 4 Native Americans
were on the ballot for Congress in the November elections: in Idaho Paulette Jordan, Coeur
d’Alene, running the Senate and Rudy Soto, Shoshone-Bannock running for the House; In
New Mexico incumbent, Democrat, Deb Haaland, Laguna Pueblo, is running in the First
Congressional District, and in the Second, Republican Yvette Herrell, Cherokee, is seeking a
rematch against incumbent Xochitl Torres Small, of Aztec heritage. In the New Mexico
Republican primary for Senate, Gavin Clarkson, Choctaw, and Elisa Martinez, Navajo,
failed to win. Failing to win in the Republican primary for New Mexico's Third District was
Karen Bedonie, Navajo.
Six additional Native Candidates are running in August primaries. Among them are
three House of Representatives incumbents, Sharice Davids, Democrat, Ho-Chunk, of
Kansas, and Republican representatives are from Oklahoma, Tom Cole, Chickasaw, and
Markwayne Mullin, Cherokee.
In Montana, Shane Morigeau, Salish and Kootenai, won the democratic primary for
state auditor. Over-all, Indian Country Today was aware of 40 Native candidates running in
June 3 primaries including for Congress and state legislature seats, in New Mexico, Idaho,
Montana, South Dakota and Iowa.
The candidates in other state races were:
In Iowa, one candidate ran for state Legislature:
WON: Christina Blackcloud, Meskwaki, IA House 72
Montana had 21 candidates running for state Legislature:
WON: Jade Bahr, Northern Cheyenne, MT House 50.
WON: Barbara Bessette, Chippewa Cree, MT House 24
LOST: Jestin Dupree, Assiniboine, MT Senate 16
LOST: Kristofer Fourstar, Assiniboine and Cree, MT Senate 16
WON: Mike Fox, A’aniih, MT Senate 16
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LOST: Alex Gray, Little Shell, MT Senate 46
WON: Donavon Hawk, Crow, MT House 76
LOST: Dakota Hileman, Assiniboine, MT House 96
WON: Rhonda Knudsen, Turtle Mountain Chippewa, MT House 34
WON: Bruce Meyers, Chippewa Cree, MT House 32
WON: Rae Peppers, Northern Cheyenne, MT Senate 21
WON: Tyson Running Wolf , Blackfeet, MT House 16
LOST: August Scalpcane, Northern Cheyenne, MT House 41
WON: Jason Small, Northern Cheyenne, MT Senate 21
WON: Frank Smith, Assiniboine, MT House 31
WON: Sharon Stewart-Peregoy, Crow, MT House 42
DISQUALIFIED: Kaden Walksnice, Northern Cheyenne, MT House 41
WON: Marvin Weatherwax, Blackfeet, MT House 15
LOST: Nick White, CSKT, MT House 15
WON: Rynalea Whiteman-Pena, Northern Cheyenne, MT House 41
WON: Jonathan Windy Boy, Chippewa Cree, MT House 32
New Mexico had nine candidates running for state Legislature :
WON: Anthony Allison, Navajo, NM House 4
WON: Doreen Johnson, Navajo, NM House 5
WON: Derrick Lente , Sandia and Isleta Pueblos, NM House 65
WON: Georgene Louis, Acoma Pueblo, NM House 26
LOST: James R. Madalena , Jemez Pueblo, NM House 65
WON: Shannon Pinto, Navajo, NM Senate 3
WON: Patricia Roybal Caballero, Piro Manso Tiwa, NM House 13
WON: Benny Shendo Jr., Jemez Pueblo, NM Senate 22
WON: Brenda McKenna, Pueblo of Nambe, Senate 9
South Dakota had two candidates running for state Legislature:
WON: Shawn Bordeaux, Rosebud Sioux, SD House 26A
LOST: Alexandria Frederick, Oglala Lakota, SD House 2
(Aliyah Chavez, "4 Native candidates for Congress advance to November," ICT, June 2,
2020, https://indiancountrytoday.com/news/4-native-candidates-for-congress-advance-tonovember-sLh2gTWgHUm6z1vNtx3Rig).
Aliyah Chavez, "North Dakota primary: 3 Native women ‘using their voices to bring
change’," ICT, June 11, 2020, https://files.constantcontact.com/c2394f27001/27f0051a-318f4590-8dee-77dbd7b36c28.pdf, reported, "Three Native women running for the North Dakota
state Legislature will advance to the November election.
All three are Democrats: Thomasina Mandan, Mandan Hidatsa Arikara Nation,
and Tracey Wilkie, Turtle Mountain Band of Chippewa, are running for state House seats.
For state Senate, Lisa Finley- DeVille, Mandan Hidatsa Arikara Nation, ran unopposed in
Tuesday’s primary election."
Doreen Garlid became the first Navajo elected to the Tempe, AZ city council, in March
2020 ("First Dine elected to the Tempe City Council," Navajo Times, March 19, 2020).
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Gertrude Lee, Navajo and member of the Navajo Bar Association, was running for
the New Mexico Court of Appeals, in Mat 2020 ("A New Voice for Justice," Navajo Times, May
28, 2020).
Edwin J. Begay, former president of the Navajo Tohatchi Chapter, was running for
McKinley County, NM Clerk (Former chapter president running for McKinley County Clerk,"
Navajo Times, June March 26, 2020).
Aliyah Chavez ,"Montana Democrats seek more Natives in local elections," ICT, May 28,
2020,
https://files.constantcontact.com/c2394f27001/22e63c0c-f6cb-4ddc-b54b943ba4ecf3b2.pdf, reported, "Montana’s Democratic Party is hoping to grow its ranks by
encouraging more Democrats to run for local offices. The party will establish three
permanent leadership positions for Native people dedicated to this mission, it announced at a
news conference Wednesday.
The three Native leaders will serve on a steering committee along with seven other
individuals whose task will be to guide the party’s Blue Bench Project," whose goal is to recruit
local leaders who may want to run for a local office but may not have campaigning experience.
_^_^_^_^_^_^_^_
Economic Developments
Mark Trahant, "The COVID-19 hit to Indian Country is nearly $50 billion: Developing
story. Harvard study looks at loss of payroll, income," ICT, April 13, 2020,
https://indiancountrytoday.com/news/the-covid-19-hit-to-indian-country-is-nearly-50-billionRvMgaSDP8E-HSb7wIyMRDA, reported, "Indian Country stands to lose nearly $50 billion in
economic activity because of the COVID-19 pandemic, according to a team of Harvard
researchers.
The Harvard research team estimates that directly and through spillover effects into
surrounding communities, tribal gaming and non-gaming enterprises and tribal
governments together support more than 1.1 million jobs and more than $49.5 billion in
annual wages and benefits for American workers."
Most of the employees are non-Indian, and much of the spillover effect is in the
surrounding communities - including some Indians, so the potential almost $49 billion dollar loss
is for tribes, Indians and others impacted.
"Native American Bank bolsters Indian Country in COVID-19 crisis: Providing millions
of
dollars
in
small
business
loans,"
April
24th,
2020,
https://www.sudrum.com/news/2020/04/24/native-american-bank-bolsters-indian-country-incovid-19-crisis/, reported, "Denver-based Native American Bank, N.A. has supported
applications for nearly $16 million in Paycheck Protection Program (PPP) funding to
alleviate the COVID-19 health and economic crisis in Indian Country, bank officials
announced this week."
Tina Casey, "Why One Solar Power Project In South Dakota Will Rule Them All," Clean
Technica, February 5th, 2020, https://cleantechnica.com/2020/02/05/why-one-solar-power-projectin-south-dakota-will-rule-them-all/, reported, "South Dakota is finally on track to dip its toe in the
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utility-scale solar power waters for the very first time, with a 110-megawatt plant slated for
construction on federal trust land in Oglala Lakota County, in the southwestern corner of the
state." The huge solar plant on land leased by the Oglala Sioux Tribe of the Pine Ridge
Reservation will not only add greatly to the amount of large scale solar energy being produced
in the U.S. It is already encouraging other tribal nations to build or contract for the building of
other large scale solar arrays. The low cost power is likely to draw new businesses to this very
poor area.
Joaqlin Estus, "Tribes' billion dollar oil industry ... and now? 'This pandemic has made it
worse, five times worse' ICT, April 22, 2020, https://indiancountrytoday.com/news/tribes-billiondollar-oil-industry-and-now-HSJFypmWYUGTYVVBdZuOHQ," reported, "The future price
for a barrel of crude oil dropped below zero on Monday. A new record. A minus sign for a
future contract. And a day later the price was not much better. A barrel of crude was
trading as low as $6.50 a barrel Tuesday, more than 80 percent lower than the start of the
year.
For the tribes and Alaska Native corporations that produce oil or support the oil
industry the collapse of the industry means less money across the board."
The oil industry had long been in a boom. Indian country oil production, valued in 2019 as
a billion dollar business, had doubled its production in a year. The oil industry world wide's rush
to drill and pump had already caused a huge oversupply, that would plunge prices. Then
COVID-19 brought a huge reduction in industrial production and transportation,
tremendously dropping demand for oil. That caused an unprecedented drop in the price of
oil. That was made worse for a time, when Russia refused to curt back oil production, to which
Saudi Arabia reacted by increasing its production. Eventually, an international agreement was
reached among major petroleum producers cutting back production, and the price of oil has gone
up to some extent. But a huge world oil glut remains, and with COVID-19 continuing, it is
uncertain when, and to what extent, demand for oil will rise to anything near previous levels.
Indeed, unless it rises above $40 a barrel, the cost of drilling and pumping oil in many
locations will exceed the market price. Meanwhile, the ongoing development of green energy is
reducing the oil market continually. Environmentally - and for the health and welfare of the world,
overall, these developments are extremely positive. But for those, including tribes and Native
people, involved with the oil industry it is an economic disaster.
30% of nonrenewable energy reserves in the U.S. are held by tribes. Those with
sizable oil and gas reserves are the Mandan, Hidatsa, and Arikara tribes in North Dakota,
Southern Ute tribe in Colorado, Wind River Eastern Shoshone and Northern Arapaho tribes
in Wyoming, Jicarilla Apache tribe in New Mexico, Navajo Nation in New Mexico, Arizona
and Utah and the Osage Nation in Oklahoma. At least some of them, including the Southern
Utes, have diversified their economies, but even for those who have been able to do so
significantly the loses are, and will continue to be, tremendous. A leader of the Mandan has
stated that 90% of his nation's revenue stems from oil. The situation is bleak also for several
for-profit Alaska Native corporations. They own subsurface mineral rights and provide oil
support services. The Alaska Natives and their villages who receive dividends will also drop
considerably. For Nations that rely heavily on oil to provide their citizens jobs and services, and
to develop and support tribal infrastructure, the collapse of oil already is, and for some time will
be, a severe difficulty.
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For the long term, the main hope appears to be in wind and solar energy, which is already
being developed in Indian country. But that will take time to fully realize, and in the meantime the
losses in tribal and tribal member non-energy businesses because of COVID-19 are already a quite
substantial burden.
"The Harvard Project on American Indian Economic Development published a
report, in April 2020, on the impact of the closing of the some 500 Indian gaming facilities
because of the COVID-19 pandemic. The report indicated that the effect was quite serious
for a large number of Indian Nations, for which casino income is a, and in quite a few cases,
the, main source of funding for tribal services and other member benefits. This is not
universally the case, as for example, at Navajo Nation the primary source for providing
services, and funding chapter projects, are sales taxes on sales the reservation. There, the
Nation has received far more in interest on capital loans to its casinos, than on gaming profit
sharing.
Another economic loss is the laying off, or putting on administrative leave, of the 1.1
million casino employees, the vast majority of whom are not tribal members. Where tribes
have continued to pay nonworking casinos, that has been an additional strain on the finances of
the casinos and/or the nations. Where the employees have not been paid while off work, that is a
hardship on them - including on those who are tribal members - with multiplying negative impacts
on the area economy. In addition, the loss of state and federal tax revenues is huge, at a rate of
about $17.7 billion a year (Bill Donovan, "Casino closings could have long term effect on tribes,"
Navajo Times, April 16, 2020).
Thomas Fuller, "Asserting Sovereignty, Indian Casinos Defy California’s Governor
and Reopen: Some casinos swung open their doors last week despite health concerns. 'This virus
does not recognize jurisdictional boundaries,' Gov. Gavin Newsom wrote to tribal leaders," The
New York Times, May 29, 2020, https://www.nytimes.com/2020/05/28/us/california-viruscasinos.html, reported, "More than a dozen Indian casinos across California reopened last
week, with Viejas vowing “a hospital-clean environment” and strict limits on the number of
people gambling at one time. A majority of Indian casinos in the state have chosen to stay
closed and are coordinating their reopening with the governor’s office, which has proposed
an opening date in early June."
Navajo Nation casinos, closed March 17, 2020 because of COVID-19, whose serious
impact on the Nation caused a postponement from a mid-June reopening, to a newly planed
reopening on July 6. Employees have been on administrative leave at full pay. A dozen Arizona
tribal casinos, some in the Phoenix area, reopened at the end of May with no apparent new
cases of COVID-19 as a result, as of June 4 (Bill Donovin, "Casinos aim for mid-June opening,"
Navajo Times, June 4, 2020; and "Casinos delay reopening," Navajo Times, June 11, 2020).
In the third quarter of 2019, Arizona tribal casinos paid $18.4 million into the state's
Arizona Benefits Fund, an increase of 10% over the third quarter of 2018 (Bill Donovan,
"Tribal casinos see uptick in state contributions," Navajo Times, March 26, 2020).
"Sky Ute Casino Resort to launch a mobile sports betting app," Southern Ute Drum, June
19, 2020, https://www.sudrum.com/news/2020/06/19/sky-ute-casino-resort-to-launch-a-mobile240

sports-betting-app/, reported, "Sky Ute Casino Resort has scheduled a 'soft' launch of its new
mobile sports betting app, called the Sky Ute SportBook. The app went live June 2, at 12 p.m.
(Noon) MST and will allow anyone over the age of 21 in the state of Colorado to place legal
bets on sporting events. Public advertisement of the sports betting app went live on Tuesday,
June 9."
Navajo Nation is recovering some of its loss from the November 2019 closing of the
Navajo Generating Station (NGS) through a 2017 lease extension contract with the U.S.
Bureau of Land Reclamation and the owners of NGS, under which the nation rents the
transmission lines related to the now closed station for $1.7 million annually for 35 years,
and then sells transmission rights on the 500 MW line on the open market. An outside firm is
being payed to manage the project for Navajo Nation. Under the contract, the NGS owners agreed
to cover maintenance costs for 10 years, which then fall to Navajo Nation, while the Nation covers
the $2.9 million annual capital costs (Rima Krisst, "Whers's the Juice: 500 MW line open for
business," Navajo Times, January 9, 2020).
"The Navajo Nation agreed, in January 2020, to join with the Salt River Project in
building a solar farm to produce up to 200 megawatts of electricity on the Navajo Nation
(Arlyssa Besenti, "Nation to partner with SRP to develop solar project," Navajo Times, June 11,
2020).
A significant number of Navajos have been making money in the underground tourist
market by renting sheep camps and hogans through Airbnb, Rental By Owner, and similar
web sites to tourists interested in experiencing Dine life (Cindy Yurth, "Dine are turning their
hogans into cash on Airbnb," Navajo Times, June 11, 2020). The closing of the reservation has
most likely cut off these rentings for the duration.
The Rhino Health LLC glove factory on the Navajo Nation has seen its business
explode with the corona virus epidemic and has had to struggle to keep up with the huge
increase in glove orders (Donovan Quintero, "It's like a tsunami hit us: glove factory struggles to
keep up with demand," Navajo Times, June 11, 2020).
The Oglala Sioux Tribe of Pine Ridge, SD has had its hemp production plan approved
by the US Department of Agriculture and has appointed a director of its hemp program soon
to be developed (Tom Crash. "New Hemp Director and Hemp Plan Approved," Lakota
Times, April 02, 2020, https://www.lakotatimes.com/articles/new-hemp-director-and-hemp-planapproved/).
"Koef Grant Partner Spotlight: Eastern Woodlands Rematriation Collective," Cultural
Survival, April 28, 2020, reported, "The Eastern Woodlands Rematriation Collective sustains
“the spiritual foundation of traditional livelihoods through sustainable food and
agroecological systems” in the New England area. The Collective’s projects are rooted in the
reclamation of traditional food, wild medicines, and ecological knowledge through exchange,
mutual aid, and apprenticeship within Tribal territories of the northeast. These projects
focus on local infrastructure needs of their various food cultivation spaces with the goal of
building capacity through trust and care to others. Now more than ever, centering
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Indigenous food systems and restoring kinship is necessary to save our planet and the most
vulnerable communities from the devastating effects of climate change.
Led entirely by Indigenous women and Two-spirits, the Collective aims to be “nonexploitative” and “regenerative.” Rematriation, Collective members explain, “supports the
expression of our power from within; this expression is reciprocal and in the service of our
relatives.” Why is this necessary, particularly regarding the role of women and Two-spirits? “This
balanced way of life,” Members of the Collective say, “has been violently tested, limited and
stripped away from our womxn, Two-spirits, and youth. The traumas of surviving over 400 years
of colonization and genocide has manifested through lateral violence, partner abuse, and high rates
of substance abuse and suicide in many of our communities. What we desperately need as women
and Two-spirits are spaces to heal, organize, and strategize on ways to escape the colonial systems
that are designed to keep us oppressed, unhealthy, and disconnected from the earth and our way of
life. In a matriarchal framework power becomes transformative. The process of rematriation repowers our people and allows us to remember that we have what it takes to live healthy balanced
lives. By centering Indigenous women and Two-spirits as medicine people, midwives, and food
producers, we are rematriating our food and economic systems in a way that’s more resilient and
just.”
The projects the Collective carries out take place throughout New England. In the north,
they work with the Maliseet, Mi’kmaq, Passamquoddy and Penobscot peoples and families; in the
south, they work with Nipmuc, Wampanoag, Massachusett, Narragansett, Mohegan Peoples and
families as well as urban, mobile, and displaced Native people.
One of the primary projects carried out by the Collective is the Wabanaki Herbalism
Apprenticeship Program, which aimed to foster exchange, dialogue, and sharing of knowledge of
Indigenous health practices with the long-term goal of developing a Tribal community apothecary
and trained traditional birth and death practitioners who can serve local communities. The
Collective states that 'by training and convening healers in our communities we are building and
reclaiming ancestral knowledge and making non-pharmaceutical health more accessible while
reducing our reliance on pharmaceuticals...The apothecary is a space where we can deliberately
assure the continuance of traditional healers.'
Given that the apothecary plays such an essential role in the community, expanding the
number of trained individuals who understand Indigenous medicine through the aforementioned
Apprenticeship Program was the logical next step for the Collective. In it, participants learned
about plant identification and harvest, cultural relationships with plants, making medicines and
clinical application, home first aid, maternal health, prevention, recovery, and more.
Since receiving the Keepers of the Earth Fund grant, the Collective has trained 12
apprentices through its Wabanaki Herbalism Apprenticeship Program. Its one-year apprenticeship
will be finished at the beginning of May. The Collective told Cultural Survival, 'Apprentices
continue studying and gathering medicines to begin by first building their home apothecary and
second, a community apothecary to share among kin networks.'
In addition, the Collective held multiple intensive sessions about food and land access all
grounded in spirituality and values of rematriation. This included medicinal gatherings and
teachings at our homes, reservation, and sites of special cultural significance, the building of a
home and community apothecary, and a Roots and Barks Medicinal Session, which had
participation
from
prospective
apprentices
from
Southern
New
England.
Finally, the Collective was able to create an inter-Tribal herbal medicine donation list to
address the needs of the communities it works with, which include “maternal health,
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anxiety/depression, culturally significant medicines, and addiction.” In the same vein, the
Collective shared medicines for tea and salves with women of Southern New England.
'What is most beautiful about how far we have come in this grant period is the interaction
we are witnessing among women and Two-spirits from different Tribal communities in the
northeast and the ways members are building with each other and offering their own unique gifts
and power for the betterment of the collective and all of our respective families, kin and
homelands,” says co-founder Kristen Wyman (Natick Nipmuc). 'Many Tribes are conditioned to
be siloed, to focus only on their community or in the case of many fed Tribes, to focus only on
other federally recognized Tribes. Oftentimes, this leaves out families and individuals who have
relocated for various reasons and aren't directly being serviced by their Tribal governments, are
living in urban areas, and/or state recognized Tribes who hold important knowledge and continue
defending land, but are often left out of decision making and social political spaces. To see this
level of grassroots organizing and exercise of self-determination among Indigenous womxn and
Two-spirits is really inspiring.'
'Unfortunately with COVID-19,' it's more and more clear 'how the system we’re
in...does not acknowledge our humanity,' said co-founder Nia Holley (Nipmuc). 'Given how
COVID-19 has amplified the struggles Indigenous communities already face, the Collective has
developed programs to adapt to the current crisis. Since mid-March we have been hosting weekly
community care sessions, offered to our member families and Indigenous kin networks,” Wyman
said. 'Each week is either focused on food as medicine, or as a space for participants to speak about
their experiences and find community.'
The Collective is also strengthening its mutual aid response for Tribal families by
surveying members and identifying their needs, as well as distributing seeds, remedies, and
produce from Maine to Massachusetts, as well as in parts of Connecticut and Rhode Island.
This involvement on a regional level is critical; and to quote co-founder Alivia Moore
(Penobscot), 'Our local struggles are also connected to regional struggles across our Tribal
communities.'
The Eastern Woodlands Rematriation Collective plans to continue its Apprenticeship
Program after a successful past year. 'We are offering apprentice opportunities to members in
Southern New England who will formerly be offered an apprentice spot for the year two
apprenticeship,” Wyman said. The Collective will also be 'creating opportunities for youth to
engage in apothecary development and herbalism as part of a substance abuse prevention
program.'
Over the past year, the Collective has succeeded in promoting a balanced approach
toward medicine, healing, and food and economic systems. Despite the challenges COVID19 poses toward vulnerable communities, which includes Indigenous Peoples, the Collective
is working hard to meet many urgent needs of its members, and continues to plan for its
future work and progress toward enriching individuals, their kin networks, and our planet."
The White Sturgeon Project of the Yakama Nation of Washington State has worked
many years preserving the Columbia River while raising Sturgeon. After having put more
than 91,000 Sturgeon into the river, the Yakama are reaping a healthy eco system and a
considerable profit from the sturgeons' caviar (Amilia Nierenberg, "Think Like a Sturgeon,"
The New York Times, March 20, 2020).
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Education and Culture
First Nations Development Institute has been exploring how Indian nations might
recover their intellectual property, including creative assets such as oral stories, print
literature and art. Out of that, First Nations has developed an Indigenous reading campaign
called #NativeReads: Great Books from Indigenous Communities. For 2020, they recommend
a set of 10 booksorganized on a time line, Stories of the Oceti Sakowin: the Lakota, Dakota, Nakota
people. For more information visit: firstnations.org/nativereads (First Nations Development
Institute, "#NativeReads:Great Books from Indigenous Communities"
Eddie Chuculate, "Native colleges navigate virus challenges," ICT, May 24, 2020,
https://indiancountrytoday.com/coronavirus/native-colleges-navigate-virus-challengesQ9BX8Mxa7keRmpITAVW6lg, reported, "Across the country, Native American highereducation institutions are dealing with financial loss, delayed graduations, distance learning
and varying degrees of uncertainty with the upcoming fall semester in the face of the
coronavirus pandemic."
Tribal institutions of higher learning completed the spring semester with virtual classes,
and cancelled or postponed graduation ceremonies.
As of late May, the various schools were making plans for fall. The Institute of Indian
Arts (IAIA) scheduled classes for the first eight weeks of fall semester to be virtual, except for
students in studio arts programs, who would return to campus.
IAIA reported that during spring semester, while some students were not able to connect
with virtual classes because they lacked of computers or internet connections, and had to take
incompletes, attendance for classes was better than normal. "The school refunded over $300,000
in housing and food costs to students and disbursed at least $51,000 in emergency aid covering
food, travel and housing expenses, including internet upgrades and hotspots in students’ homes
and for personal laptops, Martin said, and will do so again this fall." During spring break, 11
students had no place to go, and were allowed to join 20 others on campus in family housing. IAIA
lost $150,000 because renting of some of its facilities for events over the summer had to be
cancelled.
Bacone College, in Muscogee, OK, completed its spring semester for 243 students on-line,
after an extended spring break, and delayed graduation for 40 students to December, along with
waving housing deposits for fall semester and reducing tuition by 70% for summer, and 10% for
the fall semester. during late spring lockdown, the Bacone School of Indian Art mailed out or
personally delivered art materials to its students. For the fall semester, the school will facilitate
social distancing by staggering the return of students over several weeks.
Haskell Indian Nations University, in Lawrence, Kansas, after an extended spring break,
moved classes online with the remote Blackboard system, beginning March 23. Graduation
ceremonies have been tentatively postponed until fall, while, as the end of May, planning for fall
semester was awaiting updated projections on the COVID-19 developing situation. With students
from across the U.S., Haskell bought gasoline cards or provided airline tickets to help students
return home after spring lockdown. 70 students who could not go home remained on campus, with
a brunch served daily in safe distanced spaced dining room and meals delivered to students'
dormitory rooms.
Fort Lewis College, in Durango, CO shifted to virtual classes after spring break, holding
a virtual graduation on the web, and offering an on-cite ceremony, August 29-30. Tuition free for
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Native students, the College refunded rooming fees on a prorated basis to students who had to
leave campus after the spring lockdown. Students were encouraged to leave, but permitted to
remain in dorms.
United Tribes Technical College in Bismarck, North Dakota, shifted to online classes and
closed its residence halls, March 31. Summer courses will be virtual, but tentative plans are for an
in person fall semester with social distancing plans to be set prior to the start of classes.
"American Indian College Fund Publishes Report on Ways for Tribal Colleges and
Education Institutions to Increase Graduates in Health Fields: Results Gleaned from Roundtable
with
Tribal
Colleges,
Education
Organization
Leaders,
April
7,
2020,
https://collegefund.omdevops.com/blog/american-indian-college-fund-publishes-report-on-waysfor-tribal-colleges-and-education-institutions-to-increase-graduates-in-health-fields/,
reported,
"American Indians and Alaska Natives have significantly higher rates of chronic diseases
and resulting effects, according to the Centers for Disease Control. It is more important than
ever that tribal colleges and universities (TCUs) create greater opportunities in the health
sciences fields to better serve Native people. Today the American Indian College Fund
published Native Health Workforce Recommendations 2019, a report resulting from its
September 2019 roundtable in Bismarck, North Dakota, where the College Fund convened TCU
and education organization leaders to envision successful partnerships and TCU programs to
graduate larger numbers of Native people in the health sciences fields to serve their communities.
The Native Health Workforce Recommendations 2019 report details the needs of TCUs,
existing relationships with education organizations, and opportunities to expand engagement to
increase health care graduates in Indian Country.
The following recommendations are detailed in the Native Health Workforce
Recommendations 2019 report:
• Creating a health care careers guide for middle and high school students;
• Developing programs to share faculty and professional development;
• Establishing an advocacy initiative that removes barriers to health program
accreditation;
• Creating opportunities through strategic engagement, consultation, and shared
program development for partnerships among TCUs, reservation-based high schools,
state/private colleges and universities, and health care professionals; Facilitating
articulation agreements between tribal colleges and higher education institutions to
create pathways into healthcare professions;
• Encourage relationships among middle and high schools, TCUs, and other higher
education institutions to support recruitment and retention of Native students in
healthcare fields;
• Investing in infrastructure such as wellness centers and food sovereignty programs to
improve health indicators in tribal communities; and
• Assessing and report upon local, statewide, or regional initiatives practices that
successfully support AIAN students in health professions.
Cheryl Crazy Bull, President and CEO of the American Indian College Fund, said, 'The
global pandemic that has captured our resources affirms the timely recommendations of this report.
We need health care workers throughout the country but particularly among American Indian and
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Alaska Native populations where culturally competent and place-based providers are critical to
combatting COVID-19. We must get ready now and for the future.'
The report is available for free download on the American Indian College Fund web site at
https://www.collegefund.org."
For more information contact: Dina Horwedel, dhorwedel@collegefund.org, 303-4305350.
Fort Lewis College Native American center, in Durango Colorado, since classes were
shifted to virtual, has been reaching out to its students to ensure their success
(www.fortlewis.edu/life-at-flc/clubs-organizations/native-american-center/nac-home/).
The
college offers Peek Experiences for new students and the Skyways Success Program to
support students. Emergency funding has also been available for students (Lee Bitsoi, "Fort
Lewis works to ensure student success," Navajo Times, May 14, 2020).
Dine College at Shiprock, in spring 2020, began offering a multi-cultural bachelor’s
degree program. Students who enroll in the program become eligible to obtain New Mexico
teacher's certificates and teach in McKinley and San Juan Counties (Dine College to offer multicultural bachelor's program," Navajo Times, December 19, 2020).
"Mellon Foundation Announces $4 Million Emergency Relief Grant to the American
Indian College Fund in Response to the COVID-19 Pandemic," American Indian College Fund,
April 22, 2020, via E-mail, reported, "The Andrew W. Mellon Foundation today announced a
$4 million grant to the American Indian College Fund to support college students whose
educational progress has been most impacted by the COVID-19 pandemic.
While Tribal Colleges and Universities (TCUs) are engines of opportunity—propelled by
a cadre of dedicated educators and administrators—many lack the resources needed to deploy
information technology tools, student services, and other solutions at the scale needed by their
students during the COVID-19 pandemic. TCUs have been disproportionately and
devastatingly impacted by the COVID-19 pandemic, due to historical inequities, structural
and enrollment-related challenges, and overly burdened institutional financial aid budgets.
The Mellon Foundation is dedicated to supporting efforts to allocate resources and ensure
that aid is delivered to students most in need.
'Tribal Colleges and Universities are central to our nation’s fabric and critical to its future.
The COVID-19 pandemic is compounding the societal and structural challenges that many of these
institutions have long confronted, and we are committed to doing all that we can to support them
and the students they serve,' said Mellon Foundation President Elizabeth Alexander.
Even in better times, many students at these institutions face impediments to their
individual well-being and academic progress. As campuses have closed in efforts to contain the
virus’s spread, undergraduate and graduate students struggle to navigate these unprecedented
times.
According to the Tribal Colleges and Universities #RealCollege Survey report
published this March, 29 percent of TCU student survey respondents were homeless at some
point in the prior 12 months, almost 62 percent were food insecure in the prior 30 days, and
69 percent faced housing insecurity in the prior 12 months.
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'The College Fund appreciates the ways that the Mellon Foundation has demonstrated
leadership in its support of tribal colleges and has shown care for the well-being of our students
and their families during this crisis,' said American Indian College Fund President Cheryl Crazy
Bull. 'Our students are not only the backbone of their families, they are our hope for the future—
through their perseverance and creativity, our tribal communities will survive this pandemic and
bring prosperity to our society.'
The American Indian College Fund will distribute the emergency funds to its network of
tribal colleges so that they can address immediate and pressing needs related to the pandemic and
provide persistence resources to support new and returning students in the summer and fall of 2020
and beyond as determined necessary. Founded in 1989, the American Indian College Fund is the
nation’s largest charity supporting Native higher education. In addition to providing thousands of
scholarships to Native American students, the College Fund also supports a variety of academic
and support programs at the nation’s 35 accredited tribal colleges and universities, which are
located on or near Indian reservations.
Members of the public may add their support by making individual contributions on the
American
Indian
College
Fund’s website,
https://engage.collegefund.org/page/17871/donate/1?ea.tracking.id=hmbtn&_ga=2.91205658.14
52059004.1587409385-1656223392.1567805682.
"United Health Foundation Grants $430K to American Indian College Fund to Expand
Tribal Scholars Program: Three-Year Program to Increase Native Student Health Scholarships to
Address Health Care Disparities in Indian Country, Including Dental Health," American Indian
College Fund, June 11, 2020, https://collegefund.org, reported, "The United Health Foundation
(UHF) is increasing its support of the American Indian College Fund’s United Health
Foundation Tribal Scholars Program to ensure Native American communities have access
to urgently needed health care with a $430,000 grant to provide 13 scholarships for American
Indian and Alaska Natives studying in the health and dental fields. The COVID-19 crisis has
highlighted the opportunity to address disparities in access to health care for underserved
populations by increasing the number of minority health care providers to serve their
communities.
Studies show that American Indian and Alaska Native (AIAN) people lag behind other
Americans with regard to health status. As a result, AIAN people born today have a life
expectancy that is 5.5 years less than the U.S. population in all other races (73.0 years to 78.5
years, respectively), and AIAN people continue to die at higher rates than other Americans
from diabetes mellitus, heart disease, and chronic lower respiratory diseases, according to
the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services Office of Minority Health. And today’s
COVID-19 pandemic means Native people with chronic, underlying health conditions are at
even greater risk.
Lack of access to a dentist is also related to health problems. Periodontal disease (gum
infection) is associated with increased risks for cancer and cardiovascular disease. Studies
also show that people with poor oral health and bad teeth are often stigmatized socially and
when individuals are seeking employment, according to the Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention.
One major reason for health disparities in Native communities includes an insufficient
supply of providers of health care services.
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'The American Indian College Fund is a longstanding partner we are honored to support –
together, we are working to improve the capacity of the health care system to ensure Native
communities receive the best quality care,” said Tracy Malone, president of the United Health
Foundation. “Through this ongoing partnership, we are living our mission of building healthier
communities by developing a modern health workforce that is culturally competent and can
provide the right care at the right time.”
Cheryl Crazy Bull, President and CEO of the American Indian College Fund, said, 'The
College Fund appreciates that during this pandemic United Health Foundation is continuing its
commitment to our scholars. Tribal people use our traditional ways of knowing and good
relationships to support public health and the guidelines that will get us through this crisis.
Together we are paving a healthy path for individuals and their families.'
The goal of the American Indian College Fund’s United Health Foundation Tribal Scholars
Program is to develop the next generation of Native health care providers to serve their
communities with personalized, culturally competent care. The United Health Foundation has
increased its support for the program by $70,000 this year to provide support to additional students.
Rising sophomores who are studying to be a primary care physician, nurse, physician’s
assistant, mental and behavioral health worker, dentist, or pharmacist are eligible for the
scholarships, which total over $7,700 per year per student and are renewable for up to three years
if students maintain their studies and a 3.0 grade point average. To apply for scholarships, please
visit https://collegefund.org/scholarships."
Chris Kopacz, "Act of kindness kindles Choctaw-Ireland bond," ICT, May 7, 2020,
https://indiancountrytoday.com/news/act-of-kindness-kindles-choctaw-ireland-bondpSP1U63mCUqCbCz4HCV-WQ, reported, "A donation by the tribe 173 years ago remains a
powerful memory in Ireland and lives on in a unique scholarship experience for Choctaw
grads seeking advanced degrees.
The $170 donated by Choctaw leaders in 1847 — or “Black ’47,” as the Irish who survived
the rampant starvation, disease and exposure remembered it — would today have amounted to
over $5,000, historians estimate."
"The Choctaw-Ireland Scholarship Programme, announced by Taoiseach
(pronounced “TEE-shock”) Leo Varadkar during a 2018 St. Patrick’s Day visit, offers
Choctaw scholars full tuition and more than $10,000 in living expenses for a graduate degree
at University College Cork."
Dalton Walker, "Indigenous studies requirement is a ‘no brainer’," ICT, May 7, 2020,
https://files.constantcontact.com/c2394f27001/760b793f-b657-43cc-85a9-f33349a47ac6.pdf,
reported, "A land full of rich Ojibwe culture and Dakota history that stretches back hundreds
of years can go unnoticed to college students attending a northern Minnesota university in
the thick of Indian Country.
A small steering committee of faculty and students at Bemidji State University has a
solution on how to lift that history and culture to the front of the classroom: make an
Indigenous studies course a requirement for all students.
It’s a step, supporters say, that would benefit the roughly 5,000-student body and the
university’s commitment to serve the people of the state and region. It could happen, perhaps as
soon as fall of 2021. And a goal for it to happen is to not increase student workload or require
additional funding for more staff, said Erica Bailey- Johnson, Red Lake Nation. She is a leader of
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the committee working to implement the three-credit course requirement and Bemidji State’s
Sustainability Director since 2008."
The American Indian College Fund Reported by E-mail, April 27, "Scholarship
Organizations Organize a Virtual Commencement for Native American College Students
Friday,
May
1,"
For
more
information
contact:
Melvin
MonetteBarajas, melvin.monette@cobellscholar.org/, reported, "One of the many fallouts of COVID19
has been the cancellation of graduation ceremonies, a rite of passage in education. While it may
not be physically possible to celebrate together, Indigenous communities are proud of their
graduates and their hard work. To celebrate, several national organizations serving Alaska Native
and American Indian students are hosting Virtual Indigenous Commencement on Facebook this
Friday, May 1 at noon MDT to allow scholars to celebrate their achievement with family and
friends. Virtual Indigenous Commencement (VIC) is a digital platform created to celebrate
Indigenous students around the world who graduate from high school, college, vocational
programs, graduate programs, and more.
Graduates, families, and friends can share comments, statements, photos, or videos of
graduates in the Virtual Indigenous Commencement public group on Facebook. College and
education leaders will be able to share their video messages on VIC throughout the summer of
2020. Supporters can share their congratulations and gratitude with Native graduates of the Class
of 2020 across social media by using the hashtags #2020NativeGradand #dearNativeGraduates.
Melvin E. Monette-Barajas (Turtle Mountain Band of Chippewa), President and CEO of
Indigenous Education, Inc., said, 'In Indian Country, we have always celebrated transitions in life
and the partners in this effort have found a way to do so while continuing to honor social and
physical distancing efforts. We know that grandparents, aunties and uncles, tribal communities
and all families want to share a connection with the graduates – this is our effort to provide a venue
for celebrations.'
About Virtual Indigenous Commencement (VIC)—VIC is coordinated by: Indigenous
Education, Inc. (IEI) – Home of the Cobell Scholarship, and in collaborative spirit with the
American Indian College Fund, American Indian Science and Engineering Society, American
Indian Graduate Center, College Horizons, Harvard University Native American Program,
Arizona State University, Yale University, Indian University of North America, National
Education Association, National Indian Education Association, Urban Native Era, Dream
Warriors, and Indigenous Educators United."
Gwyneth Doland, "For some Native college students, online classes could be a deal
breaker,"
New
Mexico
Political
Report,"
May
7,
2020,
https://nmpoliticalreport.com/2020/05/07/for-some-native-college-students-online-classes-couldbe-a-deal-breaker/?mc_cid=ae29d66430&mc_eid=cde7993ced, reported, "When the University
of New Mexico announced March 19 that all spring semester classes would move online and
all students should move out of the dorms, 21-year-old communications major Hannah John
went home. But she couldn’t stay long."
Internet service was too slow for her, as it was for much of rural New Mexico and on Indian
Reservations which do not have broadband - and some places on some reservations do not yet have
internet or even cell or landline phone service.
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In addition, Native cultures are relational on a face to face basis. Some Indigenous students
did not sign up for internet classes because they could not relate to education without direct human
interaction.
"UNM is trying to respond to the challenges with short- and long-term strategies.
'We just gave out a round of emergency scholarships to students having challenges
because of COVID, and right now we’re advertising summer scholarships because we know
students might need to take summer classes to maintain their scholarships,'[Pamala] Agoyo
[director of American Indian Student Services at UNM] said.
The scholarship money can be used in part to travel from home to places where
students can access high-speed internet. In addition, Navajo students at UNM were exempted
from the eviction of student from campus housing that came in the face of COVID-19.
"Champions For Change," Center for Native American Youth - The Aspen Institute,"
2019, https://www.cnay.org/champions/, stated, "The Champions for Change (CFC) program
is a Native youth leadership initiative designed to highlight positive stories of impact from
Indian Country. The program, inspired by a 2011 White House initiative, develops young
Native leaders through experience-based learning and tailored advocacy training.
About the Program
Each year, CNAY selects five inspirational Native youth, ages 14-24 and from across the
United States to be Champions for Change. All applicants, regardless of acceptance, are
named Gen-I Ambassadors and stay engaged with CNAY and the Gen-I Network. Champions are
young leaders who have a desire to better their communities. This can be done in schools or
programs, on reservations or urban environments, anywhere there is opportunity to create positive
impact.
What is the role of a Champion?
Champions enter a close working relationship with CNAY that begins with a series
of recognition events in Washington DC in the spring, lasting an entire year. This national
recognition provides an initial platform for Champions to amplify their leadership stories
and benefit from a variety of resources that enhance their advocacy skills. Throughout their
term as a Champion they will receive support, resources, and opportunities to represent
themselves and CNAY at various events.
What happens after the event in DC?
Beyond national recognition events, Champions remain engaged with CNAY through
a one-year term on CNAY’s Youth Advisory Board, and take advantage of ongoing
opportunities to contribute to the national dialogue on critical issues affecting youth in
Indian Country.
CNAY Youth Advisory Board Members:
Participate in bi-monthly meetings to stay engaged in CNAY’s work and build
leadership skills; Serve as young community experts and are invited to provide their
perspectives at and participate in conferences, webinars, meetings, and other speaking
engagements; Lead by example by serving as positive role models for their peers; and Act as
community liaisons to share information about resources and youth opportunities with
their communities and peers."
Kolby KickingWoman, "Champions for Change ‘will be heard,’" ICT, January 9, 2020,
https://indiancountrytoday.com/news/champions-for-change-will-be-heardMhlx6e0thUOl9jlgWiK7fg, reported, "Each individual brings their own dynamic to this year’s
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class, with all of them working on issues ranging from missing and murdered Indigenous women
to language and cultural revitalization to Native storytelling and more."
The participant engage in practical projects. For example, in the 2020 class, Warren
Davis, Dine, while working for Title VI Northern Utah Native Connections as a paraprofessional,
he serves and mentors Native youth on a daily and weekly basis at major high schools in and near
Logan, Utah. He was engaged in creating Navajo language resources for young kids that is
understandable and easy to grasp, as part of a project to motivate his students and Native youth to
find the leader within themselves. Jazmine Wildcat, Northern Arapaho, as a high school junior was
coaching basketball and softball and working to ensure inclusion. She has started a Unified Club
at her school to encourage others to choose to include. She also has started the Nii’ííniProject,
assisting those with depression and anxiety become involved in activism as a coping mechanism
and to help guide them with a passion to make change onto the next step."
Dina Horwedel, (303-430-5350), "Lumina Foundation Grants the American Indian College
Fund $650K to Inform College Affordability, Tribal College Credentialing and Sustainability:
Thirty-five accredited tribal colleges and universities serve 15,000 American Indian and Alaska
Native students on or near Indian reservations," January 16, 2020, www.collegefund.org, stated,
"To better understand the factors limiting Native Americans’ access and success in higher
education, Lumina Foundation has granted the American Indian College Fund $650,000 for
a two-part, 30-month project. The first part will determine how affordability of higher
education factors into college degree attainment for Native students and how affordability
practices impact the long-term sustainability of tribal colleges and universities. The second
part will frame how tribal colleges and universities determine high quality credentials and
implement teaching and learning practices that contribute to attainment. Currently research
identifies affordability as a central cause of college student attrition, however, no research to
date has demonstrated the impact of college affordability on the low rates of American
Indian and Alaska Native (AIAN) student college completion. Tribal colleges and universities
(TCUs), tribally chartered higher education institutions located on or near Indian
reservations, enroll 11% of AIAN students (approximately 15,000) seeking a college degree.
The American Indian College Fund (the College Fund) will research whether and
how access, affordability, and the rising cost of attending college, coupled with institutional
structural challenges and high rates of poverty in American Indian and Alaska Native
communities (26.8% compared to 14.6% of the overall population), influence the completion
rates of AIAN students.
The College Fund will also research how TCUs’ absorption of the cost of education to ensure
AIAN student access impacts their sustainability.
The research will be conducted in collaboration with the National Native Scholarship
Providers Working Group (NNSPWG), comprised of the College Fund and three national Native
scholarship-providing organizations: the American Indian Science and Engineering Society
(AISES), the American Indian Graduate Center (AIGC), the Indigenous Education Incorporated
(IEI), and the College Fund. The collaboration will provide the College Fund access to a large,
representative sample of AIAN college students attending both tribal colleges and universities
(TCUs) and predominantly white two- and four-year institutions to examine college affordability
for AIAN of both TCU and mainstream AIAN college students, graduates, and students who did
not complete college.
251

To understand better how TCUs develop credentialed programs and how these credentials
impact student success while influencing their sustainability as higher education institutions, the
College Fund will also survey a sample of TCUs while engaging in detailed implementation with
five TCUs to examine how they create credential programs and determine program success and
outcomes. Specifically, this aspect of the project will explore how TCUs utilize state longitudinal
data systems to determine the value of their programs; whether TCUs engage state economic
forecasting studies to inform credential offerings; how TCUs are involved in their tribal
governments’ economic development processes to ensure correct credentials for future tribal
employment; and how TCUs measure if their credential offerings are meeting the needs of students
(future, current and former), local/state employers, tribal and state policies, and their own
institutions.
This research is meant to further Lumina’s goal of 60% of Americans holding degrees,
certificates, or other high-quality post-secondary credentials by the year 2025 by raising the
college completion rates of AIAN students. In addition, this research will assist Lumina’s efforts
in achieving the goal by providing necessary evidence of the barriers that hinder AIAN completion
so that they may be removed, while ensuring AIAN students are on a guided academic pathway
leading to a high-quality credential; robust institutional data tracks the progress of AIAN students
along their education path in real time and identifies problems they face in meeting learning goals;
and targeted academic, social, and financial supports get students back and track and keep them
on a path to academic completion.
The College Fund will produce and publish resulting reports from the work.
About the American Indian College Fund—Founded in 1989, the American Indian
College Fund has been the nation’s largest charity supporting Native higher education for 30 years.
The College Fund believes “Education is the answer" and provided $7.72 million in scholarships
to 3,900 American Indian students in 2018-19, with nearly 137,000 scholarships and community
support totaling over $221 million since its inception. The College Fund also supports a variety of
academic and support programs at the nation’s 35 accredited tribal colleges and universities, which
are located on or near Indian reservations, ensuring students have the tools to graduate and succeed
in their careers. The College Fund consistently receives top ratings from independent charity
evaluators and is one of the nation’s top 100 charities named to the Better Business Bureau’s Wise
Giving Alliance. For more information about the American Indian College Fund, please
visit www.collegefund.org.
About Lumina Foundation—Lumina Foundation is an independent, private foundation
in Indianapolis that is committed to making opportunities for learning beyond high school
available to all. Lumina envisions a system that is easy to navigate, delivers fair results, and meets
the nation’s need for talent through a broad range of credentials. The foundation’s goal is to prepare
people for informed citizenship and for success in a global economy.
Dina Horwedel, "Clare Boothe Luce Program of the Henry Luce Foundation Grants $300K
to American Indian College Fund to Increase Number of Native Women Studying and Working
in STEM Fields: Program Includes Support to Promote Academic and Career Success," American
Indian College Fund, January 30, 2020, stated via E-mail, "Increasing access to women in the
science, technology, engineering, and mathematics fields is vital for America to respond to
today’s economic, infrastructure, and environmental challenges. The American Indian
College Fund, with the support of a four-year, $300,000 grant from the Clare Boothe Luce
Program at the Henry Luce Foundation, will continue to help grow the number of Native
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American women—a group with the lowest representation in the STEM fields—by earning
a college degree to forge their careers."
"The College Fund and Clare Boothe Luce Program will continue its success in
increasing Native women studying and working in the STEM fields through a new, fouryear, $300,000 scholarship program. The College Fund will award $75,000 to four
outstanding AIAN women seeking a bachelor’s degree in the hard sciences at four-year
granting tribal colleges and university (TCU). Students will receive $18,750 disbursed per year,
based on the average cost of attendance at a four-year TCU.
Eligible students must be enrolled during the 2020-21, 2022-23, and 2023-24 academic
years and studying in qualifying hard science majors at a four-year degree-granting TCU (areas of
study include but are not limited to computer science, industrial engineering, electrical
engineering, and hydrology). Preference will be given to students studying in fields in which AIAN
are most underrepresented.
In addition to the scholarship award, the program will also provide AIAN women scholars
with programs to support their retention, graduation, and career readiness. These programs include
internships, mentorships, career readiness programs, leadership development, career readiness,
professional development, financial literacy training, coaching, and more."
"Students can apply online for the scholarship at www.collegefund.org/scholarships.
Deadline to apply is May 31, 2020."
A teacher at a Navajo Language immersion school in Window Rock, AZ, has found
that having young students sing songs in Navajo language, as for example Christmas Carols,
made learning Navajo easier and more enjoyable for students (Pauly Denetclaw, "Singing
helps learn Dine bizaad," Navajo Times, December 26, 2019).
--==+==-In Anchorage, AK, a group of Native women of several peoples has been running
Alaska Native Birthworkers Community for three years, bringing back traditional birthing
practices and maternal care (Alexandra Carraher-Kang, "Indigenous Rebirth: A Return to
Traditional Birthing Practices and Maternal Care," Cultural Survival Quarterly, June 2020).
Aliyah Chavez, "‘Molly of Denali’ is like my siblings: First-of-its-kind cartoon series
premiered in July. The response has been overwhelmingly positive, ICT, January 21, 2020,
https://files.constantcontact.com/c2394f27001/84a7a45c-d7a7-40de-9788-4e8029ddc5b6.pdf,
“Molly of Denali is the first cartoon series to feature an Alaska Native character as the lead.
It premiered nationwide on PBS Kids in July. For many, it is more than a cartoon. It serves
as an icon, an example of positive Native representation on national television ... and it has
Indigenous input at all levels of production."
Austin Fast, "Reading Native family stories 'like mine'," ICT, January 9, 2020,
https://files.constantcontact.com/c2394f27001/c4cd2a90-f85f-4a86-8995-1591677603ac.pdf,
reported, "HarperCollins launches Heartdrum to better portray Native characters and
stories," with assistance from Muscogee children's book author Cynthia Leitich Smith.
"HarperCollins Children’s Books recently tapped Smith to lead Heartdrum, a new imprint
set to launch in early 2021 emphasizing contemporary Native characters and genre fiction. She’ll
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work with editor Rosemary Brosnan to publish a variety of picture books, chapter books and young
adult titles from Native authors."
@@@@@@@
International Developments
Cultural Survival has created and posted an on-line map of communities world-wide
impacted by the COVID-19 pandemic, at: https://www.culturalsurvival.org/covid19/tracking-indigenous-communities.
Danielle DeLuca, "Covid-19’s Growing Impact on Indigenous Communities Globally,"
Cultural Survival, April 9, 2020, https://www.culturalsurvival.org/news/covid-19s-growingimpact-indigenous-communities-globally, reported, "Although many have argued that
“coronavirus doesn’t discriminate,” as a human rights organization, we know that societies do.
While the whole world is dealing with the COVID-19 pandemic, Indigenous communities are
especially at risk due to the inequalities they experience in the home countries. There are over 476
million Indigenous people living in 90 countries and account for 6.2 percent of the global
population. However, Indigenous Peoples are nearly three times as likely to be living in
extreme poverty and are more likely to suffer negative outcomes from infectious diseases.
Many Indigenous communities are already impacted by malnutrition, pre-existing
conditions, and lack access to quality healthcare.
In a recent statement, UN Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues Chairperson Anne
Nuorgam (Sami) urged States to 'take immediate steps to ensure that Indigenous Peoples are
informed, protected and prioritized during the COVID-19 global health pandemic. In this
respect, information in Indigenous languages is important to ensure it is accessible and
followed. Of special concern are the vulnerable chronically ill, those in medical fragility, as
well as the Indigenous elders. The Indigenous elders are a priority for our communities as
our keepers of history and traditions and cultures. We also ask Member States to ensure that
Indigenous peoples in voluntary isolation and initial contact exercise their right to selfdetermination and their decision to be isolated be respected.'
Several of Cultural Survival's grant partners in Indigenous communities have informed us
of the unique situations on the ground in their communities, how they are coping, and what is
needed:
Obstacles to Accessing to Food and Water
In many Indigenous communities, the price of basic items like corn, beans, and seeds
have surged. As corn is the major staple of the diet particularly in Mexico, Guatemala, and
El Salvador, this is already a threat to food security for many communities. Increased
scarcity and higher cost of seeds for planting is also a threat. As the rainy season (planting
time) begins in Central America, if people cannot access seeds, it will affect incomes and
food security for many and will lead to deeper repercussions down the line. There is an
immediate need for provision of grains, corn, beans, rice, and nonperishables.
Food insecurity exacerbates existing inequalities and is particularly grave for families who
already lack access to well-paying jobs or workable land. Those who rely on work to bring home
food are now unable to purchase food to feed their families. Almost all of the Indigenous
communities we spoke to expressed this concern. There is a need for food banks, delivery of
basic food and water supplies for those who cannot afford it now that they have no work.
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When choosing between self-isolating and starvation, or continued work and access to food,
it is obvious that communities must choose to continue working. 'The need to pay for basic
food and services for their families motivate people in communities to break the quarantine since
they do not have a stable salary, and need to go out and sell their products,' shared our partner in
Guatemala.
Several communities in Mexico are returning to work the land themselves and there
is a need expressed for support and education on food sovereignty and agricultural
production. However, in other areas, government lockdowns are preventing even rural
farmers from attending to their fields. Guatemala is criminalizing being outside the home
after 4pm and domestic travel. India has used extreme force in implementing lock downs. In
Nepal, our partners reported, 'Due to lock down even the people of villages and rural areas
are not going to the field at this peak time of the harvesting due to the strong lock down.'
Access to clean, drinkable, and running water is also a major challenge. Many
Indigenous communities, including in the US, still lack access to running water. In Central
America, climate change has brought an extreme drought going into its sixth year. What
running water exists is increasingly contaminated and unsafe for human, animal
consumption and often even unsafe for washing. In Guatemala, 90 percent of rural
communities do not have regular access to clean water. This is the case for Maya Mam
communities in rural areas like San Idelfonso Ixtahuacán, as well as in urban areas, like the
crowded, informal neighborhoods in cities like Guatemala City where Indigenous families have
migrated after being pushed out of their home communities due to development projects, forest
destruction, land-grabbing, and poverty.
Governments have exacerbated these problems by making ill-informed policies that
do not coincide with global or even national patterns, and are not differentiated to reflect the
needs and realities of communities. A bill in Guatemala to suspend monthly bills for
electricity and water was shot down in congress. Indigenous communities lack confidence
that the government will make good on the few promises they made to provide these basic
provisions. International cooperation and support is extremely important for the survival of
people. There is a special need to support initiatives managed by Indigenous governments,
communities, organizations, women, youth and volunteers.
Lack of Access to Medical Supplies and Healthcare
Indigenous communities already lack access to medical supplies and healthcare. Even
the most basic supplies were already scarce in many Indigenous community health clinics,
and now rural clinics are completely unprepared to deal with a crisis, both in terms of
preventative measures, diagnosis, and treatment. With the closure of public transportation
in several countries, communities expressed a need for emergency cash on hand to pay for
private transportation to hospitals located in capital cities in the event of more critical cases
of COVID. 'The Indigenous Peoples of the region have always suffered from multiple obstacles
in matters of health, which today means that the pandemic places them in a state of greater
vulnerability by not having the basic supplies to even attend to prevention and diagnosis,' stated
one partner in Guatemala.
Communities have warned the general population to avoid visiting rural
communities, in order to prevent the spread of the virus from reaching them. However, we
also hear that many Indigenous people living in cities are choosing to return to their
communities to ride out the quarantine, possibly bringing infections with them.
Ongoing Human Rights and Environmental Violations
255

Existing competing threats to Indigenous communities' survival threatens their
ability to address the COVID-19 crisis with the seriousness it deserves. As one community
put it, 'There are no nearby hospitals and the doctors do not treat us with dignity. [We are
dealing with] other viruses such as the forced eviction, disappearances, and femicide. It is
important not to panic. We have had very difficult times before. We cannot isolate ourselves,
because we have to go out to work to prepare the land for planting corn. We have to be aware of
any violation of our human rights, we must keep our eyes wide open and not be afraid to report,'
stated another partner in Guatemala.
We have received reports of communities who are forced to continue patrolling their
forests for illegal logging, to protect borders from entry, and some have had to choose
between maintaining a blockade on roads leading to mining construction sites or staying at
home to prevent transmission of the virus. In Colombia, Indigenous leaders have been shot
and killed with impunity while self-isolating inside their homes. The ongoing operation of
mining, land-grabbing, logging, and pipelines, forces Indigenous communities to continue
defending their lands.
In the United States, the federal government has taken the opportunity of crisis to
revoke a local Mashpee Wampanoag Tribe’s right to their land. Removal from their land is an
existential threat to their culture and community but more immediately, threatens the Tribe’s
response to the crisis by forcing them to channel resources into responding to this crisis rather than
providing essential prevention services, and only increases local panic.
Access to Culturally and Linguistically Relevant Fact-based Information
Information for Indigenous Peoples in their own languages is highly lacking. Rural
Indigenous communities often cannot access the internet or may lack fluency in mainstream
languages and are not receiving reliable information from health experts. Additionally, some
governments are not releasing accurate data on the real number of cases and a lack of
independent media obfuscates the intensity of the crisis. This factor, combined with low levels
of formal education in rural or impoverished communities, means misinformation is
spreading rapidly. Lack of information and misinformation has also led to the disbelief
about the pandemic and thus can contribute to a higher exposure of Indigenous communities
to the virus.
There is a major need expressed by Indigenous communities for reliable, regular
communication in Indigenous languages, via community radio. A representative of the Tharu
people in Nepal shared the following: 'Radio stations are not working full time. There is a lack of
communication between government and people. More information about every activity by the
government is needed. There is still a lack of knowledge of COVID-19 among people and people
are afraid. Awareness is needed. There is superstition circulating and people are doing superstitious
activities. The information regarding every service is needed and news updates needed. Tharu
communities have their own system of communication and leading our village so the government
should incorporate those systems in their response.'
A community in Oaxaca, Mexico, who has a strong community radio program supported
by Cultural Survival, shared, 'As a reaction of COVID-19 people are returning to work on their
fields to produce their own food to provide them security of what they are eating. Radio programs
are helping to reduce panic. We are broadcasting programs about our cultural knowledge.
Agriculture knowledge will help us get through this crisis. Food is the first necessity needed to be
healthy and strong, and to cure us from diseases. Spirituality is also an essential way to deal with
what the world is facing right now.'
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Meanwhile, in Veracruz, Mexico, in an area where no local radio stations exist, our partner
expressed the following: 'We are a region with insufficient information compared to the national
level. This makes it difficult to be aware of the new provisions established by local, state, and
federal institutions to attend to the health emergency. Due to previous experiences, people tend to
be carried away by information that is false. Similarly, authorities often make decisions based on
misinformation, panic, or despair.
Another grant partner in South Africa, the Khoekhoe people, shared that they are being
linguistically and financially excluded by their government response: 'We find our community
mostly unable to cope with the anxiety and stress associated with the prospect of becoming
infected. We also remember that in 1713 hundreds of thousands of our First Nation Khoekhoe
people perished from smallpox. We are not being acknowledged by our government, our history
of trauma is not recognized. No resources or support is provided by our government during this
time of extreme distress.'
The case of Guayaquil, Ecuador is another example of intensified impact when
governments are not preparing the population with accurate information in a timely manner.
Indigenous Peoples have solutions and need to be active participants in actions being taken
by governments. 'Their good practices of traditional healing and knowledge, such as sealing off
communities to prevent the spread of diseases and of voluntary isolation, are being followed
throughout the world today,' stated Nuorgam in her statement. As an international community, we
need to ensure Indigenous rights are respected and adequate resources are allocated to Indigenous
communities."
Minnie Degawan, "Kasiyanna: Particular Challenges of Indigenous Peoples in Facing
Covid19," Cultural Survival, April 08, 2020, https://www.culturalsurvival.org/news/kasiyannaparticular-challenges-indigenous-peoples-facing-covid19, reported, "Now, four months into the
worldwide crisis brought about by COVID 19, the situation of Indigenous Peoples is slowly
coming to light with the dissemination of reports from different Indigenous organizations.
Indigenous Peoples are facing particularly challenging times due to some basic facts
including the susceptibility of Indigenous communities to infectious diseases due to their
lower immunity and, their lack of, or limited access to information, among others.
Some of these realities are consequences of poor planning by national governments,
and others are the result of discrimination and disregard for Indigenous Peoples. The
impacts of the many exploitative projects in Indigenous territories, such as mining and
mono-crop plantations are an added threat and challenge. All of these contribute to the
further marginalization and greater risk Indigenous Peoples face, especially in times of
crises.
Coping Mechanisms
Indigenous Peoples are no strangers to disease and disaster. Through generations,
Indigenous Peoples have established responses and coping mechanisms – grounded in traditional
knowledge, customs and practices – to different circumstances affecting their communities. These
are all founded on one fundamental principle: to ensure that the community survives.
A common response across Indigenous communities is that of closing-off the
community to all – this means no one can enter the community until deemed safe. Such
community closures are done for different reasons. In the Cordillera, Philippines such practice
is regularly observed during the agricultural cycle. Before or after the fields are ready for planting
and harvesting, the community declares ubaya/tengaw which basically means everyone stays at
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home, no hard labor is to be done by anyone. This is a time for the community and the earth to rest
and typically lasts a day or two.
The ubaya/tengaw is also declared in times of epidemics or other disasters. Rituals to shut
off the community from outsiders, including bad spirits, are performed by elders all directed at
expelling whatever harm is in the community. The ubaya/tengaw is not meant just to protect the
community but also outsiders who might want to visit. The signs that a community is in ubaya is
very simple – a knotted piece of branch/leaf is placed at the entrance of the community – yet a
powerful deterrent.
During extended community lockdowns, traditional community practices come into
effect, such as the binnadang/ub-ubbowhich can be loosely translated as exchange labor
where community members look out for those in need and extend help. Food is shared by
those who have more with those who have less. In addition, the basic principle of ayyew,
meaning to not waste anything from food to water is constantly practiced and enforced. Food,
such as dried sweet potatoes, that have been preserved for the rainy period are brought out and
portioned to last for the period of ubaya.
It is during the period of ubaya that one often hears the term kasiyanna meaning “all will
be well”. It is an affirmation that balance will soon be achieved. To the community, problems are
reflections of imbalance in the world – whether it be between neighbors or with the natural or
spiritual world, and to resolve it is to restore balance.
So, when this global pandemic came about, the Indigenous communities did not find the
idea of quarantine a strange one. For example, when the Philippine national government imposed
the quarantine measures across the country, several Indigenous communities further strengthened
this by declaring ubaya/tungaw in their respective communities. The declaration of ubaya/tengaw
meant that these communities were closing their borders to everyone, including members who
were in the cities at that time. It was a difficult decision but one that had to be made to avoid
proliferation of the virus. Such mechanisms are also practiced by the Karen and other groups in
Thailand,
as
well
as
by
Indigenous
Peoples
in
Indonesia.
While on lockdown, the communities took stock of the situation to assess who from the
community was still outside, where they were, if they were planning to come back, and if so, what
could be done for them? Are there people who are sick in the community, what is needed? is there
enough food for all and for how long? These questions and subsequently answers, were then used
by the community to plan better for the days, weeks or months ahead. Some communities decided
to forego the food packs distributed by the government, in favor of those in urban areas,
specifically those in poverty, as they could be facing greater challenges in obtaining food.
In different parts of Asia, such as Malaysia, the Orang Asli, have decided to return to the
forest as their defense against the pandemic. The forest has always been their home and their source
for medicines, so it is a logical response for them to return to it during times of danger. This is also
true for other Indigenous Peoples, such as those living in the Amazon.
Particular Challenges
Unfortunately, these traditional practices of coping with pandemics and other
disasters is proving to be particularly challenging for Indigenous Peoples given the current
threats they face from the extractive industry and climate change, among others.
The conversion of forests to mono-crop plantations or to logging and mining concessions means
less agricultural lands for communities. In addition, the introduction of fast-growing, input
dependent, genetically modified species has compromised the productivity of the community
lands. Climate change, too, has impacted the agricultural cycle and yield. The result of these
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occurrences is that communities now have less food stocked, making them vulnerable to
hunger if the quarantine period results to be longer than anticipated.
The destruction of their surroundings brought about by the extractive industry also add
to these challenges. Mining and logging have caused water sources to dry up and
contamination of traditional water sources to increase. Even the designation of forests as
protected areas is a cause of concern. In the instance of the Orang Asli, for example, their return
to the forests has caused some wildlife protection groups to demand stronger protection for
endangered
animal
species
as
hunting
could
increase.
But the Orang Asli, and other Indigenous Peoples, follow very strict rules governing
hunting for food, among which is the caution of never taking more than what one needs; as well
as looking out for animals that are very young or pregnant. There are also calls from some groups
for stronger implementation of protected area rules, including keeping people out of the forests.
This is ironic given that extractive industries are being allowed to continue their operations despite
community lockdowns – such as in Ecuador where oil companies still traverse Indigenous
communities to arrive at their operations.
In countries where the national government has taken on a more militaristic response,
Indigenous Peoples are especially more vulnerable. For one, some of the national policies are
unclear and not readily communicated to communities. Secondly, if/when the policy is
disobeyed a drastic measure of either arrest or death (in the case of violations of curfew times)
is taken. For Indigenous Peoples, orders to stay home and wait for the relief promised by
governments is just not an option, as they are accustomed to fending for and relying on themselves.
In the case of the COVID19 pandemic, it might be hard to get a full picture of its impacts
on Indigenous communities because they might not be prioritized in terms of testing. However,
what is clear is that their ways of life are being tested.
What lies ahead
This global health crisis has proven and reinforced the need to respect and promote
Indigenous Peoples’ rights, placing them at the center of the discussion. If only Indigenous
Peoples’ rights to their lands and resources were respected, they would be better able to fend for
themselves in times of crisis and would not have to look to outside for help. If only traditional
resource use and management practices were respected and strengthened, there would be less
destruction of nature, and perhaps less possibility for diseases to develop. These are among the
greatest lessons from this global health pandemic and it is our hope that the policy makers will do
what is needed to ensure that these rights are not forgotten.
When and if this crisis is over, there will be a rush to 'help' Indigenous communities. It
would be prudent to learn from this and to ensure that any intervention must have Indigenous
Peoples at the center in terms of their agency and rights. It will be timely to look at policies and
adjust these to reflect the situation and needs of the communities. It will also be useful to harness
the knowledge and skills of the youth, who have access to information to communicate the
community’s needs to the outside world.
The communities know best what they will need and how such support should be
delivered. It will be as the elders say, kasiyanna."
"Support Indigenous-led responses to COVID-19," Cultural Survival, May 21, 2020,
https://mailchi.mp/culturalsurvival.org/covid19support3?e=f2bef1181e, stated, " One part of our
[Cultural Survival] organization’s response to COVID-19 is making emergency grants to
our partners. Each day we receive urgent requests from Indigenous communities coping with
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the COVID-19 pandemic across the world. So far, we’ve committed to 18 grants to our
partners on the ground through our Keepers of the Earth Fund.
Many national governments are not supporting or allocating resources to help
Indigenous communities amidst this pandemic. For several of our partners, our resources
are the only resources being shared with them at this time. With your help, we hope to award
more grants to Indigenous communities in need of support during this time. Some examples of
the grants we’ve committed to include:
Aldeia Vanuire - Krenak (Brazil)
The Krenak community is affected mainly economically due to the pandemic. Since their
community members cannot work in the nearby communities and cities as usual, in addition to
following the health care protocols, they are using funds to provide food and health kits to families
which include medicine, food, cleaning supplements and locally made masks.
Ka Kuxtal Much Meyaj - Maya (Mexico)
Ka Kuxtal Much Meyaj is developing a community protocol for COVID-19. They are
establishing a communication network in the region through community delegates to inform the
communities about the situation, creating a manual of medicinal plants, and making masks to
protect residents.
Organization of Indigenous Women United for the Biodiversity of Panama
(OMIUBP) - Guna, Embera (Panama)
OMIUBP is implementing a print, radio, and television communications campaign in
Guna, Embera, and Spanish with urgent preventative information for communities facing the
pandemic.
Tosepan Pajti - Nahua (Mexico)
Tosepan Pajti is carrying out a comprehensive emergency project on COVID-19 that
includes food sovereignty and exchange of seeds, food and medicinal plants produced in orchards;
a communication campaign through their community radio station; and are aiming to strengthen
community health of Nahua families in Puebla.
Council of Elders Iriria Bribri Sá Ká (Cabagra) - Bribri (Costa Rica)
The Bribri community is purchasing and distributing sanitation materials, buying and sowing seeds
for local food production, and installing a water system for community use."
Julie Turkewitz, "Indigenous Groups Isolated by Coronavirus Face Another Threat:
Hunger: Indigenous people across the Americas are trying to defend their communities from
the pandemic. But for many, isolation can quickly turn into deprivation," The New York
Times, April 9, 2020, https://www.nytimes.com/2020/04/09/world/americas/indigenouscoronavirus-hunger.html, reported, "The Wayuu are the largest indigenous group in Colombia.
Many fear that the isolation required to protect themselves from the virus will leave them
hungry instead." The quarantine has shuttered accessible businesses where tribal members
could obtain food stuffs. With the pandemic striking in the dry season the Wayuu cannot rely on
farming for food. In addition, they have been joined by numerous Wayuu who have been
among the 1.5 million people fleeing into their area from across the border in Venezuela.
Several government programs that provide food are being continued in Colombia,
but the logistics of reaching the Wayuu and others in isolated areas are impeding those
efforts. A number of aid groups have moved to redesign their operations. After having to close
9 of its 13 commuity kitchens as a virus protective measure, the World Food Programme office in
La Guajira shifted to providing food packages. Mercy Corps, in April, move dup its monthly cash
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support to about 1,600 families in the department by about three weeks, while moving to providing
hygiene kits, which are essential in an area where thousands do not have regular access to soap
and clean water.
"In Colombia, which has about 2,000 of the more than 30,000 confirmed Covid-19
cases in Latin America, Indigenous leaders in the mountainous department of Cauca were
threatened by drug trafficking groups after they closed their borders by setting up 69 control
points protected by 1,200 guards." Dissident members of the revolutionary group the FARC
stated on social media that the Indigenous patrols were “impeding our mobility” and that
they had “no choice but to act with our arms.” The Peace Deal between the government of
Colombia and the FARC has not been fully carried out. Among other things, it has failed to stop
dissident members of the FARC, crime syndicates and paramilitary organizations from operating,
particularly around Indigenous territory. Indigenous people who are seen to attempt to restrict the
activities of there groups, increasingly, have been killed.
"Already, more than a dozen Indigenous groups have reported cases of Covid-19,
including the Yukpa in northern Colombia, the Six Nations of the Grand River Territory in
southeastern Canada and the Navajo in the southwestern United States."
In Brazil numerous tribal communities have taken their own actions as preventatives
of the pandemic. They have put hand-washing stations in place while sealing of their lands
and patrolling its boundaries. These methods are sometimes effective, but have been
overwhelmed by outsiders in others.
In Brazil and Ecuador, as well as elsewhere in the region, Indigenous leaders and
organizations have had limited success in petitions to mineral extracting firms to suspend
operations in their areas, to prevent their workers from bringing in COVID-19. The same is
true in the United States, where TC Energy said it would continue construction of the
Keystone XL pipeline adjacent to Fort Belknap Indian Community in north central
Montana. [A recent order by a federal court stopping work on a section of the pipeline elsewhere
for not having adequate environmental impact statements, may also stop the construction in
Montana].
Bia’ni Madsa' Juárez López, Keepers of the Earth Fund Manager, "Indigenous
Communities Adjust to the New Normal During the Covid-19 Pandemic," Cultural Survival, April
06, 2020, https://www.culturalsurvival.org/news/indigenous-communities-adjust-new-normalduring-covid-19-pandemic, reported, "The world is in a moment of crisis in facing the COVID19 pandemic, which as of April 3, 2020, has infected at least 1,066,706 people in 181 countries
and caused 56,767 deaths. This crisis has had major implications that are not just medical:
an increase in unemployment, a drop in production, shortages and an increase in the prices
of basic products like food.
Large cities are the first to be affected, while dispersion in rural areas, where the
largest number of Indigenous people in the world lives, remains slow still. Indigenous people
have not yet been greatly affected in terms of confirmed cases of contagion, but the virus is
beginning to reach even the most remote: cases of COVID-19 have been confirmed among
Indigenous people in the U.S., Colombia, Malaysia, and even isolated tribes in Brazil. There
are many factors that make us vulnerable and can lead to catastrophic situations.
In addition to the diseases that are often present at high levels in our communities, such as
diabetes and hypertension, as Indigenous Peoples we may have particular vulnerability to COVID19 as a result of our ways of life, in many communities our ceremonies and our food preparation
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involve the use of smoke which can have a negative effect on respiratory health, and contributes
to vulnerability to COVID-19. Access to running water and sanitation is a significant factor that
also makes some communities vulnerable. One of the main challenges is that our community life
is put in check. We live in multigenerational homes. The spaces where decisions are made, work
occurs, and celebrations happen, are collective spaces. The need to keep physical distances implies
an exercise for which we are not prepared or used to. Access to public health services is scarce and
insufficient in most communities. There is a great need for concise, current information in
Indigenous languages and relevant to Indigenous contexts, as public service announcements are
made in majority languages.
The Indigenous communities and organizations with whom Cultural Survival works
through our Keepers of the Earth Fund face drastic changes in the implementation of their
projects as they pivot to responding to the immediate needs of their communities. Most of
the projects in Mexico, Colombia, Ecuador, Guatemala, India, and Suriname have canceled
their collective activities such as meetings, workshops, assemblies, and community trips. We
reached out to each of our grant partners to learn how they are responding in the face of the current
situation.
In Guatemala, one of our partners has dedicated itself to the dissemination of information
through video and infographics in Indigenous languages on COVID19, traditional medicine to
strengthen the immune and respiratory system. These are distributed on the internet by telephone
to the local population. This organization is working in a difficult context as the local economy
has been hard hit by strict government regulations, which include curfew, severe limits to public
transportation, border closures, and militarization of the country. Another partner in Guatemala
has purchased and delivered over a hundred baskets with basic food items to ensure access for
those at risk in their community. These at risk families especially included those who have been
recently deported from the United States, noting that deportations from the United States continue
to occur despite the borders are closed. But we also hear words of encouragement: 'This new
situation has also inspired us as an organization to strengthen support strategies and platforms for
communities. We hope in the coming months to share new forms of work that contribute more and
more to the good living of our peoples,' they shared.
In Mexico, our grant partners have identified a great lack of information for their
communities, and the economic impact is causing uncertainty among the community. Mayan
communities are at risk due to the high level of tourism, which still has not been limited in nearby
areas on the Mayan Riviera. In Chiapas, there are concerns about the rise in food prices in rural
areas due to the limited supplies in the cities. Yet they recognize that Indigenous people are in a
better situation than some in the city, they have land and those who were able to harvest corn and
beans this season may have food. Yet, climate change has made harvests inconsistent, and
degraded soil conditions mean that the resource of the land is not fully available for communities
to rely on. Lack of access to clean and running water is also a problem, especially in several
communities where authorities have limited entry of bottled water to their territories. Yet our
partners remind us that we must not be afraid, because fear decreases our immune systems. In the
center of the country, as many other communities, the Wixárika Regional Council issued a public
statement asking the general population to refrain from visiting their communities to prevent the
virus from spreading inland and thereby safeguard everyone's health. Our partners in Veracruz
noted that their region has always suffered from multiple health challenges, which is why today
the pandemic places them in a state of even greater vulnerability as they cannot count on the basic
supplies for preventive or diagnostic actions. They say that people are falling into despair, there is
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a lot of misinformation, and this is causing panic which has resulted in measures that are
inconsistent with state and federal regulations.
Some Indigenous communities, like our grant partners in Ecuador, have been forced to
pause their land monitoring system against illegal invaders and loggers. Instead, the guard is now
caring for the community and working to prevent contagion from reaching the community.
However, there is concern that operations will move forward while their guard is down.
Our partners in Brazil, the Xavante Wará Association, expressed the concern that even
as they face shortages of food and supplies, they are also having to organize to prevent the ongoing
construction of a highway across their territory that is bringing in workers and infection to their
otherwise remote communities. Many rural communities are trying to prepare for arrival of
COVID-19 through prevention strategies. The communities are very isolated from each other so it
is necessary to improve forms of communication for the dissemination of essential information.
In North India, we heard from our grant partners that all trains, bus services, and flights
have been canceled. Many Adivasi people who migrated to metro cities have been forced to walk
hundreds of kilometers back to their home communities putting their lives at great risk. Although
the lockdown may have effectively reduced the spread of the virus, the impacts on low-income
families will be harsh. The government deployed police to brutally enforce a curfew. Meanwhile,
in parts of Eastern India, Adivasi workers continue operating in mines as this is considered
'essential.' Our grant partners are working to provide emergency food packages to families in need.
Despite difficulties across the globe, we also appreciate our partners in Colombia, who are
performing ceremonial rituals and prayers, 'paying tribute to the Stbatsanamama [Mother Earth]
so that she continues to welcome us in her womb, so we may not be victims of capitalist powers
that only think about money, and not the spiritual world.'”
Jan Hoffman and Ruth Maclean, "Slowing the Coronavirus Is Speeding the Spread of
Other Diseases: Many mass immunization efforts worldwide were halted this spring to prevent
spread of the virus at crowded inoculation sites. The consequences have been alarming," The New
York Times, June 14, 2020, https://www.nytimes.com/2020/06/14/health/coronavirus-vaccinesmeasles.html, "As poor countries around the world struggle to beat back the coronavirus,
they are unintentionally contributing to fresh explosions of illness and death from other
diseases — ones that are readily prevented by vaccines.
This spring, after the World Health Organization and UNICEF warned that the pandemic
could spread swiftly when children gathered for shots, many countries suspended their inoculation
programs. Even in countries that tried to keep them going, cargo flights with vaccine supplies were
halted by the pandemic and health workers diverted to fight it."
International Organization Developments
"UNPFII Nineteenth Session: 13–24 April 2020 [POSTPONED]," UN Department of
Cultural
and
Social
Affairs,
accessed
June
15,
2020,
https://www.un.org/development/desa/indigenouspeoples/unpfii-sessions-2/19th-session2020.html, announced, "The 2020 Session of the Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues has
been postponed, until a later date to be determined. The Informal Interactive Hearing of the
President of the General Assembly on Enhanced Participation of Indigenous Peoples at the
UN has also been postponed."
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The United Nations General Assembly adopted a resolution, December 19, 2020,
declaring 2022-32 the Decade of Indigenous Languages ("Global: International Decade of
Indigenous Languages Declared," Cultural Survival Quarterly, March 2020).
"United Nations Special Rapporteur on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples Calls for Input
on Covid-19 Impacts on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples," International Indian Treaty Council
(IITC),
May
17,
2020,
http://hosted.verticalresponse.com/1383891/df9cecff1a/545546365/aa063f1824/,
reported,
"Today, May 13th, 2020, Francisco Cali Tzay, UN Special Rapporteur on the Rights of
Indigenous Peoples launched his first formal study focused on the human rights impacts of
the COVID-19 pandemic on the rights of Indigenous Peoples.
A questionnaire for Indigenous Peoples, States, NGOs, UN bodies, and relevant
agencies is posted in English, Spanish, and French on the web page of the Office of the UN
High Commissioner on Human Rights. The Special Rapporteur is calling for responses by June
15th, 2020 due to the urgency of the situation. The outcomes of this study will be presented to the
75th Session of the UN General Assembly, which will begin on September 15, 2020.
The questionnaire covers a wide range of issues and impacts on Indigenous Peoples’ rights
to health and medical care, food, livelihoods, cultural practices, mobility, access to vital services
and infrastructure, self-determination and participation in decision-making regarding the
development and implementation of their own as well as the State's responses to the pandemic. It
also requests information about human rights violations occurring and, in some cases, increasing,
during this crisis, including development projects lacking the free prior and informed consent of
the Indigenous Peoples impacted and reprisals against Indigenous human and environmental rights
defenders. It also calls for the submission of good practices and identification of gaps by states,
Indigenous Peoples, and other relevant parties.
Francisco Cali began his mandate as Special Rapporteur on May 1, 2020, with the
pandemic already underway. He explains why, given his other priorities addressing the rights of
Indigenous Peoples, that he selected this study to be the first of his three-year term: 'Prior to
assuming my mandate I had already designated a list of priority issues for the first year of my term.
This includes land and resource rights, Indigenous human rights defenders, rights of Indigenous
elders, women and children, Indigenous persons with disabilities, cultural rights, and
militarization. Based on the urgent information I have already received from Indigenous Peoples
from all regions, I can confirm that the COVID-19 pandemic, in both its impacts and the
responses undertaken by some States, directly impacts all of these rights and concerns, and
must be addressed in the most urgent manner by my mandate. I look forward to hearing from
other Indigenous Peoples as well as the States and other relevant actors on this urgent situation,
although much of the information I am receiving is heartbreaking and creates profound concerns
for me”.
The questionnaire can be downloaded using the following links:
En: https://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/IPeoples/SRIndigenousPeoples/Pages/Callforinput
_COVID19.aspxFr: https://www.ohchr.org/FR/Issues/IPeoples/SRIndigenousPeoples/Pages/Call
forinput_COVID19.aspx Sp: https://www.ohchr.org/SP/Issues/IPeoples/SRIndigenousPeoples/P
ages/Callforinput_COVID19.aspx
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The Special Rapporteur on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples can be contacted directly via
email at indigenous@ohchr.org. For additional information contact IITC Executive Director
Andrea Carmen, at andrea@treatycouncil.org.
For additional information contact IITC Executive Director Andrea Carmen,
at andrea@treatycouncil.org."
"Un Expert Mechanism on The Rights Of Indigenous Peoples Releases Statement on
Covid-19," Cultural Survival, April 14, 2020, https://www.culturalsurvival.org/news/un-expertmechanism-rights-indigenous-peoples-releases-statement-covid-19, reported, "On April 6, 2020,
the UN Expert Mechanism on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples released the following
statement:
COVID-19 yet another challenge for Indigenous Peoples
The global reach of the COVID-19 virus affects us all, but some groups will suffer
disproportionately and in different ways. Indigenous peoples are such a group.
Many indigenous peoples live in remote regions difficult to access and often
inaccessible. Even prior to this crisis, they experienced higher rates of health risks, poorer
health and greater unmet needs in respect of health care than their non-indigenous
counterparts. Indigenous peoples were already disadvantaged in terms of access to quality
health care and were more vulnerable to numerous health problems, in particular
pandemics. The social determinants of health, such as safe drinking water and a sufficient,
balanced diet, and sanitation were not fulfilled before this crisis. Moreover, the expropriation of
indigenous lands and natural resources and the increase in conflicts on their territories were already
placing
indigenous
peoples
in
a
particularly
precarious
situation.
[1]
The spread of COVID -19 has and will continue to exacerbate an already critical
situation for many indigenous peoples: a situation where inequalities and discrimination
already abound. The rise in national recessions and the real possibility of a world depression
are set to aggravate the situation further, bringing fear that many indigenous peoples will
die, not only from the virus itself but also from conflicts and violence, linked to the scarcity
of resources, especially drinking water and food.
Yet there is still time to limit this health crisis and its disastrous effects. Urgent action
has demonstrated that appropriate measures taken early on in the crisis can drastically
reduce and control the transmission of this disease.
We call on all States to fulfill their human rights obligations, guided by the UN
Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, to protect the health and lives of indigenous
peoples. In following WHO advice, we urge you to ensure that indigenous peoples become your
partners in this endeavour, and that you provide culturally acceptable healthcare, as well as food
or other humanitarian relief, when necessary, and without discrimination. States should
acknowledge and accommodate the cultural, spiritual, and religious rights and responsibilities of
indigenous peoples when considering measures to respond to the virus. As with the adoption of
any measures that may affect indigenous peoples, their free, prior and informed consent, grounded
in the right to self-determination, should be sought.
Many indigenous peoples are invisible in our societies but they should not be forgotten,
they may even warrant special attention. Indigenous peoples in refugee or internally displaced
camps, detention centres or institutions, migrants in administrative settings, have a higher risk of
contracting the disease. For older indigenous persons this virus may be fatal, and indigenous
migrants and individuals in urban areas, are often already living in precarious environments.
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Probably the most vulnerable of indigenous peoples are those living in voluntary isolation or initial
contact given their particular vulnerability to disease. It is imperative that sanitary cordons
preventing outsiders from entering their territories are strictly controlled to avoid any contact. In
order to limit the spread of Covid-19, several communities of indigenous peoples have taken the
initiative to put in place containment measures and controls at the entrance to their territories. We
welcome these initiatives and call on States to respect and support them.
All indigenous peoples will require timely and accurate information on all aspects of the
pandemic, in their indigenous languages, and in culturally sensitive formats. The requirement to
remain in quarantine will also require measures taken by the State, in partnership with indigenous
peoples, to control entry by non-indigenous peoples or non-essential health care workers onto
indigenous land. Such measures should also mitigate against encroachment upon indigenous land
by opportunists, or invaders such as illegal loggers and miners. We also urge States to make a firm
commitment to avoid: removal of indigenous peoples from their lands; diminishing indigenous
lands; and using indigenous lands for military activity, especially for the duration of this pandemic.
In short, territorial protection will be a vital component of States’ efforts to protect indigenous
peoples from the spread of the disease and contribute to their recovery after this crisis.
We advise all States and UN agencies to take on board our advice herein, guided by the
UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, as well as guidance provided by the OHCHR
(https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/COVID19Guidance.aspx),
and
FAO
(http://www.fao.org/indigenous-peoples/news-article/en/c/1268353/).
***
The Expert Mechanism on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (EMRIP) is a subsidiary body
of the Human Rights Council mandated to provide the Council with expertise and advice on the
rights of indigenous peoples as set out in the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of
Indigenous Peoples, and assist Member States, upon request, in achieving the ends of the
Declaration through the promotion, protection and fulfilment of the rights of indigenous peoples.
For
further
information
see
the
following https://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/IPeoples/EMRIP/Pages/EMRIPIndex.aspx.
________________
[1] See the Expert Mechanism’s Report on Right to health and indigenous peoples with a focus on
children and youth, A/HRC/33/57, the Special Rapporteur’s Report on the Rights of Indigenous
Peoples in 2018, A/HRC/39/17, and the Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights,
general comment No. 14.
Learn more:
👉 UNDRIP: http://bit.ly/2kHrkrf
👉 UNPFII: https://bit.ly/2XgBcJd
👉 EMRIP: https://bit.ly/39OCY70"
Alexandra Carraher-Kang, "New ILO Report Focuses on Situation of Indigenous and
Tribal Peoples," February 07, 2020, https://www.culturalsurvival.org/news/new-ilo-reportfocuses-situation-indigenous-and-tribal-peoples, reported, "On February 3, 2020, the
International Labor Organization released its report, Implementing the ILO Indigenous and
Tribal Peoples Convention No. 169: Towards an inclusive, sustainable and just future.
Analyzing the labor status and wages of Indigenous women and men across the globe thirty
years after the convention’s adoption, the report sheds light on the inferior working
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conditions of Indigenous populations, demonstrating just how much more needs to be done
in order to meet the UN’s 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development. In particular,
Indigenous women remain the most disadvantaged group: addressing all Indigenous
communities, and particularly their women, 'cannot be overstated for realizing the
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs).'
As of 2020, only 23 countries have ratified the convention, including most of Latin
America, but not the United States, Canada, nor any of the Pacific. To quote the report, 'it
continues to the the only legally binding treaty on the [Indigenous rights] issue open for
ratification. It has played a significant role in shaping laws and policies, instituting change
and empowering many Indigenous women and men.'
The report provides a much needed updated statistic on Indigenous Peoples globally,
stating there are over 475 million Indigenous people, making up 6.2% of the world
population. This is not a small number—it 'far exceeds the population of the United States and
Canada combined.' Although Indigenous Peoples are so numerous, only 15% live in countries
that have ratified the Indigenous and Tribal Peoples Convention, ILO 169. Indigenous people
live in every region of the world, but about 70% of them live in Asia and the Pacific, followed by
16.3% in Africa, 11.5% in Latin America and the Caribbean, 1.6% in Northern America, and 0.1%
in Europe and Central Asia. Almost three-quarters of these 475 million people live in rural areas
(with majorities in Africa, Asia and the Pacific, and Europe and Central Asia, respectively). Just
under half of Indigenous Peoples live in middle-income countries, but 16% live in low-income
countries. In these low-income countries 'there is the highest proportion of Indigenous
Peoples in the total population at 10.1 %.'
Regarding employment, the report highlights the disadvantage of Indigenous
communities, and especially women. Although the global employment rate of Indigenous
Peoples is 6.3% (almost 5% above that of non-Indigenous people), in “in upper middleincome countries, the gap between the employment participation of Indigenous and nonIndigenous women is 12.9 percentage points,” demonstrating that “Indigenous women are
less likely to be employed as national income levels rise.” This employment—and therefore
economic—gap between Indigenous and non-Indigenous women is in part due to
motherhood, with Indigenous mothers finding themselves far less likely (just over 40%) to
be employed than Indigenous fathers. Just over half of Indigenous Peoples continue to work
in the agricultural sector, and of the remaining 45%, 17.3% work in market services, 9.8%
in non-market services, 9% in construction, and 7.5% in manufacturing.
The employment that Indigenous people do find, though, should not mask the reality of
their economic situations. The report states, 'A higher rate of participation in employment for
Indigenous Peoples at the global level can hide substantial differences in the quality of
work, which is marked by poor working conditions, low pay and discrimination. At the same
time, higher employment rates may reflect the need by Indigenous women and men, who
tend to be poorer than their non-Indigenous counterparts, to any form of income generation,
even low paid ones. Without access to decent work, higher employment rates for Indigenous
women and men are not necessarily resulting in their improved socio-economic situation.'
Part of this is likely due to the fact that Indigenous Peoples are 20% more likely to
take part in the informal economy, which lacks worker protections such as labor laws and
unions. Moreover, Indigenous Peoples are over 20% less likely to be in wage and salaried
work, 'globally and across all regions and income groups, with the exception of North America.'
Unsurprisingly, 'Indigenous women are nearly half as likely to be in wage and salaried work,
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and twice as likely to be contributing family workers when compared to non-Indigenous
women.' In other words, Indigenous Peoples are far more likely to experience poor working
conditions and less secure employment than their non-Indigenous counterparts, with
Indigenous women experiencing significantly worse odds than Indigenous men.
This disparity is even clearer when looking at numbers regarding poverty: 'based on
data available for 23 countries representing 83% of the global Indigenous population,
Indigenous Peoples constitute 9.3 % of the population but almost 19 % of the extreme poor.'
Thus, the article states, they 'continue to be the poorest among the poor,' with the
aforementioned almost 19% living on less than $1.90 a day (as compared to 6.8% of nonIndigenous people). Poverty is worse in rural areas, with Indigenous Peoples 'more than
twice as likely to be in extreme poverty compared to their non-Indigenous counterparts.'
Unsurprisingly, Indigenous voices are critical to creating effective policy and
programs to tackle these issues. The few countries that did establish agencies for Indigenous
affairs 'have made the greatest progress in developing and implementing both mechanisms
for participation and consultation,' but the institutions are often weak.
The report concludes by emphasizing the pronounced inequalities experienced by
Indigenous women: 'Indigenous women are consistently at the bottom of all social and
economic indicators. They are almost three times more likely to work as contributing family
workers compared to Indigenous men, have the lowest chance of having achieved basic
education and, at the same time, are the most likely to be in extreme poverty. Discrimination,
violence and harassment,stemming from their being both Indigenous and women, are among
the barriers impeding their full participation in economic and social life.'
The report recommends that, in addition to workers’ organizations and private sector
collaboration with Indigenous Peoples, governments undergo four critical initiatives. First,
to promote, ratify, and implement Convention No. 169. Second, to provide 'decent work for
Indigenous women and men.' Third, to promote 'Indigenous women’s participation and
economic empowerment,' and finally, to improve 'data collection, analysis and
dissemination.' All of these should be undertaken with participation from and in tandem
with Indigenous Peoples.
'The realization of the SDGs is under threat unless urgent course correction, through
public policies, is undertaken, which not only addresses gaps, but also empowers Indigenous
women and men as development and climate actors,' the report states. 'Empowering
Indigenous women and men as economic, social, and climate actors will be critical for the
shaping
of
an
exclusive,
sustainable
and
just
future
for
all.'
Read the full report here: https://www.ilo.org/wcmsp5/groups/public/---dgreports/--dcomm/---publ/documents/publication/wcms_735607.pdf."
"Going Beyond the International Year of Indigenous Languages," Cultural Survival,
December 16, 2019, https://www.culturalsurvival.org/news/going-beyond-international-yearindigenous-languages, reported, "December 17, 2019, was the official close of the United
Nations’ International Year of Indigenous Languages, which aims to draw attention to
language loss and the need to strengthen and revitalize them.
Although Indigenous Peoples make up more than 6 percent of the world's population,
they speak more than 4,000 of the world's 7,000 languages. UNESCO predicts that between
50-90 percent of Indigenous languages (~3,000 languages) will disappear by the end of this
century if action is not taken. Language loss also carries with it the loss of environmental,
268

technological, social, economic and cultural knowledge. Investment in language programs is
needed now to create new language speakers in younger generations!
On December 18, 2019, the UN General Assembly adopted the resolution entitled
"Rights of Indigenous Peoples." The resolution, among other issues, includes the
proclamation of 2022-2032 as the International Decade of Indigenous Languages.
We wanted to share some of the initiatives Cultural Survival has supported over the
past year focusing on language revitalization.
1. Supporting Indigenous Language Projects through Keepers of the Earth Fund.
In 2019, the Keepers of the Earth Fund awarded 20 projects in 10 countries supporting the
right to development and self-determination. In light of the IYIL, we gave special priority to
projects focused on community development through Indigenous language revitalization. 6
projects in 2019 worked towards revitalizing Indigenous languages:
Instituto Superior Pedagógico “Quilloac” Bilingüe Intercultural - Kichwa (Ecuador:
https://www.culturalsurvival.org/publications/cultural-survival-quarterly/installing-apps-instillkichwa-kanari-pride)
Strengthening the ancestral language Kichwa Kañari through technology
In the province of Cañar, the Kichwa Kañari Peoples are working to stop the decline of the
Kichwa language. Members of Instituto Bilingüe Quilloac developed a mobile phone app to
stimulate interest and teach Kichwa Kañari to three hundred children.
Association for the Survival of the Nyindu Indigenous People’s Cultural
Heritage (ASHPAN:
https://www.culturalsurvival.org/publications/cultural-survivalquarterly/revitalizing-kinyindu-language) - Banyindu (Democratic Republic of Congo)
Developing Kinyindu phrasal and idioms dictionary
The Batwa Nyindu of the Mwenga territory in South Kivu fear that dominant languages
are steadily phasing out Kinyindu, and with it the Nyindu identity. ASHPAN created a pioneer
phrasal and idioms dictionary in Kinyindu, as well as a calendar to demonstrate the Kinyindu
system of time telling. Use of the dictionary has sparked interest in Nyindu culture, promoting
cultural revitalization and inclusion. They are partnering with local radio to promote ASHPAN’s
mission and Nyindu culture throughout the region.
United
Youths
Organization
(UYO)
- Wimbum (Cameroon:
https://www.culturalsurvival.org/publications/cultural-survival-quarterly/handspeak-signinglimbum).
Limbum language literacy among hearing and speech impaired persons in Ndu
municipality
The Wimbum Peoples in Ndu municipality seek to transcribe their Limbum language into
sign language to provide hearing and speech impaired persons with an accessible form of
communication and a manner to express Wimbum cultural values. UYO transcribes Limbum
grammar, folktales, proverbs and other language components into sign language and trained ten
teachers in Limbum signing.
South Rupununi District Council (SRDC) - Wapichan (Guyana)
Documenting Wapichan stories and traditional knowledge
The Youth Arm of SRDC launched a Wapichan Story Collection Project to bridge the
generational gap between elders and youth in the 21 Wapichan villages of the South Rupununi.
The SRDC produced books that showcase traditional Wapichan stories, traditional knowledge of
their environment, and document Wapichan language and culture. The books are being used in
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community schools, and serve as evidence of the history of land use by the Wapichan people in a
land titling process between the Wapichan Peoples and the Guyana government.
Resguardo Inga San Miguel de la Castellana - Inga (Colombia)
Strengthening the Inga language among the children and youth of Resguardo San Miguel
de la Castellana
The parents, grandparents, and elders of the Inga community fear that their ancestral
language, which is integral to Inga cultural and spiritual identity, faces gradual decline within the
younger generation. The Inga held a series of community gatherings which taught seventy Inga
children and youth the maternal Inga language, its linguistic and cultural components. They are
also producing didactic materials for future language instruction with the support of an Inga
linguist.
Wôpanâak Language Reclamation Project - Assonet Band, Aquinnah, Herring
Pond, and Mashpee (United States: https://www.culturalsurvival.org/publications/culturalsurvival-quarterly/mukayuhsak-weekuw-childrens-house)
Constructing Wôpanâôt8âôk Weety8 (The Wampanoag Language House)
The Wôpanâak Language Reclamation Project constructed a yurt that houses the
Wôpanâôt8âôk Weety8 (The Wampanoag Language House) so that Wampanoag children can
learn in an environment that immerses them in the Wôpanâak language. The Language House
educates students in grades 1- 4 and has allowed them to expand their student population to 35. It
serves as a center for community meetings, ceremonial gatherings, language immersion camps,
after school programming, and adult classes.
2. Supporting Indigenous Language Radio Programming at Community Radio
Stations
In 2019, our Community Media Grants Project funded 35 Indigenous media projects
in 9 countries, totaling $210,000, strengthening Indigenous languages and promoting
freedom of expression.
We also supported 6 groups of Indigenous Community Media Youth
Fellows who worked to strengthen their Miskitu, Wayuu, Kichwa, Maya Mam, Ixíl, and
Kankuamo languages.
3. Raising Awareness about Indigenous Languages and International Year of
Indigenous Languages through Indigenous Rights Radio
Cultural Survival's Indigenous radio producers bring you the latest information on
Indigenous Peoples' rights and how they are being implemented around the world.
Listen to our series on Indigenous languages in English and Spanish.
Check out our series on the Sustainable Development Goals in Ayuuk
(https://rights.culturalsurvival.org/radio-spots-search?search_api_views_fulltext=ayuuk), K´iche´
(https://www.culturalsurvival.org/news/pueblos-indigenas-y-la-agenda-ods-2030), Afrikaans
(https://www.culturalsurvival.org/news/indigenous-peoples-and-2030-agenda-sustainabledevelopment), and Sunuwar (https://www.culturalsurvival.org/news/indigenous-peoples-and2030-agenda-sustainable-development).
4. Highlighting Indigenous Language Revitalization Efforts in the Cultural Survival
Quarterly
The March 2019 issue of the Cultural Survival Quarterly magazine
(https://www.culturalsurvival.org/publications/cultural-survival-quarterly/43-1-hear-ourlanguages-international-year-indigenous) was dedicated to Indigenous Languages. Throughout
the world, Indigenous Peoples are working vigorously to reclaim and revitalize their languages,
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which are essential in maintaining their cultures. Indigenous languages intrinsically carry unique
systems of knowledge and ways of knowing and understanding our relationships, responsibilities,
and place in the world; languages are sacred living expressions of creative thought and power. In
this issue of the CSQ, we highlight the incredible work of a few of the many Indigenous language
activists who have dedicated their lives to revitalizing their mother tongues."
Regional and Country Developments
Amber Bracken and Megan Specia, "Giving Birth Where the Family Is: Canada’s
government once pressured Inuit women to travel south to give birth. Now, they can have their
babies at a hometown maternity clinic led by Inuit midwives, The New York Times, January 5,
2020,
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/01/05/world/canada/nunavik-midwivesindigenous.html?searchResultPosition=1, reported "As Canada tries to make amends for its
brutal history of relations with its Indigenous population, midwives and other members of
the community in Inukjuak, a town of around 1,800 people in a remote region of Quebec,
point to the clinic as an example of a way forward. Today around three out of four pregnant
women in the town give birth in its clinic, attended to by Inuit midwives." Previously, Inuit
women were pressured to travel far to the south to hospitals to have their babies, far from
home and family.
"Reconciling with Indigenous populations is one of the most pressing issues facing
Canada these days. Prime Minister Justin Trudeau has called it a priority of his government.
History curriculums have been revamped in schools; public meetings routinely begin with a
recognition of the Indigenous lands they are held on; and buildings have been renamed."
AFN National Chief Perry Bellegarde, "Indigenous Peoples Confronting the Pandemic:
Nīsōhkamātowin wāhiyaw itōhtēmakan," AFN, May 25, 2020, https://www.afn.ca/news-media/,
reported, "When they heard the first reports of the coronavirus outbreak, leaders in the
Pasqua First Nation in western Canada became worried about what would happen if the
disease spread to their community. In early January they began to prepare for the worst.
Pasqua Chief Todd Peigan recently told me how, thanks to these early preparations, his First
Nation was able to set up its own emergency distribution system that now delivers food
baskets to Elders and others so that they can stay safely at home."
"AFN National Chief Perry Bellegarde Says Additional Funding for Urban Indigenous
Organizations for COVID-19 Support is Critical," AFN, May 22, 2020, https://www.afn.ca/afnnational-chief-perry-bellegarde-says-additional-funding-for-urban-indigenous-organizations-forcovid-19-support-is-critical/, reported, Assembly, of First Nations (AFN) National Chief Perry
Bellegarde says the Prime Minister’s announcement yesterday of $75 million in additional
funding to support efforts to combat the COVID-19 crisis for urban Indigenous
organizations is essential to ensure the safety and security of all First Nations living in urban
and rural regions across Canada.
'
This additional funding for Indigenous organizations is essential to ensure the safety and
well-being of all First Nations living in urban centers and off-reserve,' said AFN National Chief
Perry Bellegarde. 'We know our First Nation brothers and sisters living off-reserve are equally as
vulnerable during this pandemic. Sustainable funding is imperative in addressing critical needs
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during this crisis. We must continually ensure Indigenous organizations have the appropriate
resources to provide the services needed to maintain the health and safety of urban First Nations
peoples. First Nations have unique health needs that require unique culturally appropriate
responses.'”
This is in addition to the $15 million announced on March 18, 2020. This additional
funding of $75 million will support more community-based projects that address the critical needs
of Indigenous populations during this crisis, including food security, mental health support
services, and sanitation and protective equipment. Funding for Indigenous organizations to
implement projects will begin in the coming weeks."
"AFN National Chief Bellegarde welcomes new funding to support First Nations economic
development and tourism," AFN, June 11, 2020, https://www.afn.ca/afn-national-chiefbellegarde-welcomes-new-funding-to-support-first-nations-economic-development-and-tourism/,
stated, "National Chief Perry Bellegarde of the Assembly of First Nations (AFN) said he welcomes
the newly announced funding to help First Nations’ economic development initiatives and
tourism industry get through the COVID-19 pandemic. Today, Indigenous Services Minister
Marc Miller announced that an additional $133 million is earmarked to help First Nations
businesses and tourism enterprises that have been greatly impacted by the federal, provincial
and territorial governments’ calls for the public to stay at home.
'This is much needed funding that will go to our businesses, economic development
projects, and our tourism industry which has been devastated, across the country. I want to thank
Minister Miller for responding to the AFN’s and First Nations’ calls for resources to help our
entrepreneurs and employers get through these difficult times,' said the National Chief. 'First
Nations are some of the most vulnerable in the country, not only when it comes to the pandemic
and our health, but also when it comes to restarting the economy once the pandemic has passed.
First Nations must not be forgotten! We must build back better and build back in a good way.
Today’s funding confirms that when Canada listens to First Nations for guidance in responding to
crisis the results are better for all. I look forward to seeing these investments deployed immediately
to support our entrepreneurs and employers in this difficult time.'
Responding to the economic impacts from the COVID-19 pandemic, the federal
government announced it will deliver $133 million in new funding for First Nations economic
development initiatives ($117 million), including First Nations tourism enterprises ($16
million). The AFN will be watching for details on how the funding will be rolled out by the
federal government.
The AFN is the national organization representing First Nations citizens in Canada. Follow
AFN on Twitter @AFN_Updates.
For more information please contact:
Michael Hutchinson
Senior Communications Advisor
Assembly of First Nations
613-241-6789 ext. 244
613-859-6831 (cell)
mhutchinson@afn.ca
Monica Poirier
Bilingual Communications Officer
Assembly of First Nations
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613-241-6789 ext. 382
613-292-0857 (mobile)
poirierm@afn.ca."
Catherine Porter and Dan Bilefsky, "Video of Arrest of Indigenous Leader Shocks Canada:
The dash cam video shows a police officer beating Allan Adam, chief of the Athabasca Chipewyan
First
Nation
in
northern
Alberta,"
The
New
York
Times,
June
13,
2020, https://www.nytimes.com/2020/06/12/world/canada/Allan-Adam-athabasca-police.html,
reported, "The police dash cam video shows the Indigenous chief being held by one police
officer and tackled to the ground by another, punched in the head and put in a chokehold."
"The video, submitted to the courts on Thursday and broadcast by many news
channels, horrified many Canadians, and added fuel to the already raging debate over
systemic racism in police forces across Canada."
Joaqlin Estus, "Inuit cling to culture in trying times," ICT, April 30, 2020,
https://files.constantcontact.com/c2394f27001/9ed11a16-a242-445b-b3dc-a08f2feb57ef.pdf,
reported on the Canadian region of Nunavut and its 38,000 residents, 80 percent of them Inuit,
have benefited in the face of the corona virus by being quite isolated, reachable only by plane
at four airports, or by snow machine or dog sled.
"When the novel coronavirus started making its way west from Toronto, where Canada’s
first case emerged, the Inuit in the Nunavut Territory took strong steps to keep it out.
Togetherness, family, community and sharing are at the heart of Inuit culture. So
some restrictions such as social distancing were hard for people to take, but their efforts
evidently paid off. So far [at the end of April 2020] there hasn’t been a single positive
diagnosis of the disease in
Nunavut."
"Nunavut Premier Joe Savikataaqand and other top officials held a news conference last
week on COVID-19. They credited Canadian leadership for some of Nunavut’s success in the
fight against the disease.
The Canadian federal government created a COVID-19 task force in January, and
put in place a range of public health measures. Early on, it allocated a billion dollars for
everything from handling travelers and support for the national microbiology lab, to setting
up emergency operations. Of that, $200 million is going toward food for Nunavut elders and
youth. Now spending is projected to be as much as $145 billion."
"No criminal charges for people arrested during injunction enforcement on Wet'suwet'en
territory," CBC News, June 5, 2020, https://www.cbc.ca/news/indigenous/wetsuweten-coastalgaslink-injunction-no-charges-1.5599341 "In announcing that Crown was not moving forward
with criminal contempt charges, Coastal GasLink lawyer Carrie Kaukinen told the court her
client would follow the Crown's lead end its civil contempt proceedings."
Russel Diabo sent in a June 9, 2020 E-mail, "Russian Television (RT) International Native Lives Matter: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6aVtNsx5E-k&feature=youtu.be."
In Canada, the highest reported suicide rates are among First Nations people. Indeed,
Suicide and self-inflicted injuries are the leading cause of death among First Nations Youth
and adults up to 44 years old, according to the Canadian Center for Suicide Prevention. For
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males ages 15-24 the Indigenous rate is 126 per 1000 people, compared to the non-Indigenous
rate of 24 per 1000. For women in that age group the First Nations' rate is 24 per 1000 vs. 5
per 1000 for non-First Nation women. For Inuit youth in Canada the suicide rate is one of
the highest in the world, at 11 times the national average ("Combating Suicide Among
Indigenous Peoples: an Interview with Pat Dudgeon," Cultural Survival Quarterly, June 2020).
Catherine Couturier "Researchers examine the growing phenomenon of 'self-Indigenization:'
The trend seems to be particularly prevalent in Eastern Canada and among those claiming Métis
ancestry," UA AU University Affairs Affaires univeritaires, April 7, 2020,
https://www.universityaffairs.ca/news/news-article/researchers-examine-the-growing-phenomenonof-self-indigenization/, reported, "Just as a number of media outlets in Quebec were reporting on
people who were apparently appropriating Indigenous identities for themselves, Darryl Leroux
published a book in which he analyzes this phenomenon of “self-Indigenization.” In Distorted
Descent: White Claims to Indigenous Identity, published last September, the Saint Mary’s
University associate professor explores multiple genealogy forums to describe this process of selfIndigenization, i.e., the decision to suddenly identify as Indigenous without official recognition.
He also analyzes hundreds of documents from two lawsuits initiated by self-styled Métis
organizations that claim hunting, fishing and land rights, even to the detriment of other
Aboriginal groups living in the areas in question."
Russell Diabo reported by E-mail, "The Road Forward, a musical documentary by
Marie Clements, connects a pivotal moment in Canada’s civil rights history—the beginnings
of Indian Nationalism in the 1930s—with the powerful momentum of First Nations activism
today. The Road Forward’s stunningly shot musical sequences, performed by an ensemble of some
of Canada’s finest vocalists and musicians, seamlessly connect past and present with soaring
vocals, blues, rock, and traditional beats. A rousing tribute to the fighters for First Nations rights,
a
soul-resounding
historical
experience,
and
a
visceral
call
to
action:
https://www.nfb.ca/film/road_forward/?fbclid=IwAR2Ld6R_HgiR1t3yV7OUo7UdlMdHATbCt4KBZME79deDg3y78-lOljKytI.
Kiara Maher, "Historic Court Ruling Upholds Sami Rights in Sweden," Cultural Survival,
February 14, 2020, https://www.culturalsurvival.org/news/historic-court-ruling-upholds-samirights-sweden, reported, "In January 2020, Indigenous Sami in Sweden won a major victory
by overturning an almost three decades long policy that restricted their hunting and fishing
rights.
There are approximately 100,000 Sami living across the Scandanavian Peninsula and
36,000—over one third of the entire community—live in Sweden alone. In 1993, their rights
to hunt and fish on the land that they lived on for so long in Girjas Sameby were abolished
by the Swedish government’s decision to grant hunting and fishing access to non-Sami
individuals. The decision impacted the 19-mile (30km) stretch of land reaching from Norway to
the Baltic Sea on which Sami herders graze their reindeer.
On January 23, 2020, the people of the Girjas Sami district succeeded in getting
Sweden to overturn its policy of 27 years, winning back their exclusive hunting and fishing
rights as Indigenous Peoples in Sweden’s Arctic. All five judges of Sweden’s Supreme Court
unanimously made the decision based on the Sami’s long history on the land. The Sami have
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occupied this region for at least 1500 years, and their exclusive hunting and fishing rights have
existed since the 1700s. The court’s decision proclaimed, 'Our investigation shows that the
Swedish crown, when it began to encourage the colonisation of Lapland, was careful to
safeguard the Samis’ opportunities for hunting and fishing...the hunting and fishing rights
that the Sami in the area had at the time of the 1886 law and the following reindeer grazing
laws have been transferred to members of the Sami district today.'
The court case had gone on for 10 years, but the history of Sami oppression has been going
on for hundreds. In 1922, Sweden established the Institute for Race Biology, where Sami people
were examined the purpose of studying eugenics. In the 1930s, Sami children were taken from
their homes and sent to boarding schools. From 2016 on, the Sami shared hunting and fishing
rights in Girjas with the Swedish government. The case reflected this history of human rights
abuses; governmental lawyers sometimes used the offensive term “Lapp” to refer to the Sami in
court. As the case moved through the courts, the state appealed it each time. Stakes were high; had
the Sami lost, they would owe 30 million kronor, approximately 3 million U.S. dollars, to the
Swedish government.
The Girjas case, in addition to setting precedent for Sami victory regarding land use rights,
has also brought more support for ratification of the International Labor Organization’s (ILO)
Convention 169 on Indigenous and Tribal Peoples.
'This is a historic victory that strengthens our rights over our traditional lands,' Girjas
Sameby chairman Matti Blind-Berg stated. The decision is echoing worldwide as a show of how
effective Indigenous resistance to rights violations can be, and will set precedent both in Sweden
and internationally.
Although the court ruling only applies to the Sami people in Girjas, Áslat Holmberg, vice
president of the Sami Council, stated, 'I think the Girjás ruling has a great impact for Sámi rights
in general. I believe the more immediate impacts will be seen on the Swedish side of Sápmi, but it
is very relevant also for Sámi in Finland. Finland was part of Sweden in the times when the legal
foundations between the Sámi and the state were made. Finland adopted those foundations when
it became independent. The autonomy of Sámi siida (villages) - our traditional governance
structures - was recognized by the state for a long time. Siida as a governance structure has much
longer history than the current municipalities, and their autonomy was much greater. This
autonomy has never been ceded. The Girjás court ruling is a major step in recognizing the unceded
rights of Sámi communities to their respective resources and restoring them.
Unfortunately, Sami members of the Girjas community have reported receiving several
threats of violence both online and in person after the court ruling was announced and have faced
backlash."
The Indigenous Peoples of Eastern Siberia in Russia and Mongolia and organizations
that support them have been suffering in the last two decades from a shift from democratic
freedom to increased repression and exploitation of their lands by massive extraction and a
flood of tourists, along with a lack of protective land policy and insufficient health care
(Daniel Plumley, "Requiem, Repression or Recovery for the South Siberian Border Peoples?"
Cultural Survival Quarterly, March 2020).
"Freedom of Expression of Indigenous Peoples in Guatemala Case to Be Decided in the
Inter-American Court Of Human Rights," Cultural Survival, April 21, 2020,
https://www.culturalsurvival.org/news/freedom-expression-indigenous-peoples-guatemala-case275

be-decided-inter-american-court-human, For information Contact: Agnes Portalewska,
Communications Manager // 617.441.5400 // agnes@cs.org, stated, "On April 3, 2020, InterAmerican Commission on Human Rights (IACHR) referred a case dealing with Indigenous
Peoples’ right to freedom of expression via community radio in Guatemala to the InterAmerican Court of Human Rights. The case, brought by US-based Cultural Survival,
Guatemala- based organization Association Sobrevivencia Cultural, and submitted with
support from the Human Rights and Indigenous Peoples Clinic at Suffolk University Law
School, originally filed in 2012, is now being referred on to the Inter-American Court of
Human Rights.
Currently in Guatemala, Indigenous community radio stations are not legalized, and
operate in a legal gray zone that has led to frequent persecution, disparagement, and
criminalization by mainstream media conglomerates, the national police, and politicians.
On September 28, 2012, Cultural Survival and Guatemalan organization Asociación
Sobrevivencia Cultural submitted a petition to the Inter-American Commission on Human
Rights arguing that the country’s telecommunications law excludes Indigenous Peoples from
accessing their own forms of media via community radio. This came after Sobrevivencia
Cultural submitted, in October 2011, an action of unconstitutionality to Guatemala’s
Constitutional Court, declaring economic and ethnic discrimination in the State’s
mechanism for distribution of radio frequencies. The action argued that by auctioning off
frequency licensees to the highest bidder, Indigenous communities, who historically and
currently are among the most economically marginalized in the country, lack fair access to
state-owned media.
In March 2012, Guatemala’s highest court ruled against our favor, upholding the
telecommunications law as is. However, the court exhorted the congress to legislate in favor
of Indigenous People’s access to radio. Eight years later, the congress has still not
implemented the court’s recommendation and has shelved a pending bill that would do
so. However, the right of Indigenous communities to their own forms of media is firmly
established in Guatemala’s 1996 Peace Accords, as well as international agreements
endorsed by Guatemala such as the UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples and
the American Convention on Human Rights.
'Every day, communities in Guatemala choose to exercise their rights at great personal risk.
Our hope is that the court case will convince the government of Guatemala to finally honor their
obligations,' says Mark Camp, Cultural Survival's Deputy Executive Director.
The announcement from the Inter-American Commission about referring the case to
the Inter-American Court of Human Rights for a ruling is a positive development in the case.
Decisions of the Inter-American Court are binding, meaning that the state of Guatemala would be
required to change the law if the court were to rule in favor of the victims and petitioners.
The State assumed the responsibility of democratizing the airwaves at the signing of the
Accord of Identity and Cultural Rights in 1995, which established among other things, that media
monopolies should be eliminated through reforms to the telecommunications law and the adoption
of a more egalitarian process for the delegation of radio frequencies. Later, the Peace Accords
were signed in 1996, which called for the promotion of local radio stations that would allow for
grassroots development of Indigenous communities.
A positive ruling from the Court would help to improve the situation of freedom of
expression and access to information, both in Guatemala and across the Americas. 'The
Commission's decision to refer the case to the Court is a significant step towards achieving the
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goal, started decades ago, of securing community radio for each indigenous community in
Guatemala that seeks it out. With the Court’s review of this case, the hope is that a favorable
decision will compel Guatemala to reform its telecommunications law and ensure that Indigenous
communities are able to fully exercise their rights to freedom of expression and culture. A
favorable judgment from the Inter-American Court would also reach beyond Guatemala to other
States, especially those struggling to provide for community radio, by contributing to the
jurisprudence in the fields of freedom of expression and culture, particularly, as it relates to
community radio, Indigenous Peoples, pluralism and media. Finally, beyond the feeling of promise
that comes with the news of this case's referral to the Court, the petitioners and victims should also
feel a sense of victory as the Commission agreed with them regarding the need for legal reform in
Guatemala,' stated Nicole Friederichs, lead counsel on the case and practitioner-in-residence at
Suffolk University Law School in Boston, MA."
Laura Hobson Herlihy and Brett Spencer, "As Covid-19 Starts in Nicaragua, Settler
Violence
Continues,"
Cultural
Survival,
April
17,
2020,
https://www.culturalsurvival.org/news/covid-19-starts-nicaragua-settler-violence-continues,
reported, "The year 2020 has not begun favorably for the Indigenous Peoples on the
Nicaraguan Caribbean coast. Amidst the impending coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic,
settler colonists (called colonos) violently attack Indigenous people and invade their
rainforest lands. Ten Miskitu and Mayangna leaders and land defenders have been killed
since early January.
The Miskitu and Mayangna communities facing settler violence accuse the Sandinista
state (2007-present) of being complicit, if not backing the colonists. The Center for Justice and
Human Rights of Indigenous People (CEJUDHCAN) director Lottie Cunningham claimed that
many colonos are army veterans.
For Indigenous communities on the Caribbean coast, the increasing violence is due to
an ongoing internal colonization process with roots in the latter years of the Somoza
dictatorship, and which increased significantly in post-revolutionary Nicaragua. Caribbean
coast Indigenous factions today, have astonishingly turned on each other, divided by political party
and favoritism. Mayangna leaders this month have blamed both Mayangna and Miskitu members
of the Sandinista party for deaths in their communities, further frustrating relations between
Indigenous and settler groups.
2020 Violence
Just four days into the new year, on January 4th, Miskitu Youth leader Mark Rivas died by
a gunshot wound to his head in his home in Bilwi (population 85,000), the capital of North Atlantic
Autonomous Region (RAAN). Rivas was positioned to replace the highest Miskitu leader,
Brooklyn Rivera, who in 1987 founded the Indigenous organization Yatama (Yapti Tasba Masraka
Nanih Asla Takanka/Children of Mother Earth), the only opposition political party to the FSLN
(the National Sandinista Liberation Front) on the Caribbean coast.
Carlos Rivas Thomas, the president of the Miskitu American Organization (MAO)
and Mark Rivas’s father, stated 'my son received death threats by phone just days before
they killed him, but that there has been no further police investigation.' The state police ruled
Mark’s death as a suicide.
Dozens of armed land colonists on January 29th attacked the Mayangna community
of Alal within the Bosawas protected nature reserve. The colonists killed four, kidnapped six
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others, and burned 16 homes and buildings to the ground. The state police later arrested one
person associated with settler colonists.
On February 16th, a young Miskitu girl was shot in the jawbone in Santa Clara,
within the Wangki Twi-Tasba Raya territory. The state initially denied the shooting had
happened, but pictures surfaced on Miskitu social media challenging them.
On March 26th and 27th, colonists committed two attacks in Las Minas or the mining
region of RAAN. Five Tuahka Mayangna leaders and land defenders were killed and five
more were injured in the communities of Wasakin and Ibu. Investigations into the attacks are
underway. Yet, Edison Jony Montiel, the cousin of one of the Tuahka Mayangna men injured in
Ibu, believes the ongoing pattern of violent repression and impunity guaranteed by the Sandinista
state will prevail. Montiel reports, 'I am in hiding from people who want to kill me.'
Historic Context
The Nicaraguan Caribbean Coast was at the center of resistance to the revolutionary
Sandinista party, who came to power in 1979 and began attempts to integrate the Atlantic region
into its revolutionary platform. Indigenous Contra fighters, who originally backed Sandinista
education and literacy programs in the region, quickly realized the party would expand into their
rainforests, savannah, and critical waterways.
The ensuing US backed Contra War lasted from 1981 to 1987, concluding with the passing
of Autonomy Law 28, which established two large autonomous regions on the Caribbean Coast,
the RAAN (North Atlantic Autonomous Region) and the RAAS (South Atlantic Autonomous
Region).
Much of the fighting occurring today is in part due to the Nicaraguan Communal
Property Law (445), which addresses land titling and demarcation. Following its passage in
2003, today, twenty-one of the twenty-three territories in the RAAN and RAAS have gained
legal ownership of their lands.
A later stage of law 445 calls for the cleansing or saneamientoof their traditional
lands, referring to the extremely problematic removal of the colonists from the territory. The
state cannot afford to relocate settler colonists and has nowhere to put them. The drought on
the Pacific side and interior of the country was the primary reason that the landless
campesinos migrated to the Caribbean coast in the first place.
As Indigenous leaders request saneamiento, the settler colonists militarize to protect
their homes, land, and economic livelihoods. Colonists have killed fifty Indigenous leaders
and land defenders since 2014, and many more have been kidnapped, injured, and displaced
from their lands. The Nicaraguan state, once a model throughout the world for recognizing
Indigenous rights and territories, now fails to protect the lives and land of the Miskitu and
Mayangna Peoples.
Although illegal in the autonomous regions, settlers accuse Miskitu and Mayangna
community members of selling their own lands. Settlers in possession of illegal land titles cut
down rainforest and torch lands to raise cattle. Cattle ranching increases the value of the
land for neoliberal markets but contributes significantly to global climate change. Rivers have
dried up and Indigenous Peoples are losing access to their fields, creating food insecurity and
entangling the processes of settler colonialism and climate change.
On Three Conflict Zones
There are three critical areas where the Miskitu and Mayangna are facing endemic
violence: the upper Rio Coco forests, Las Minas, and Bosawas. In these three areas
traditional methods of settler colonization are a driving force behind the attacks. Cattle
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ranchers armed with automatic weapons attack Miskitu and Mayangna villagers, who
mainly have access to old shotguns and machetes.
Cattle ranching has long been one of the primary weapons of settler colonization. In
Wangki Twi-Tasba Raya, settler colonists have torched Indigenous homes. Thousands fled to the
riverine and coastal capitals of Waspam and Bilwi and to nearby villages along the Rio
Coco/Wangki, the border between Nicaragua and Honduras. This migration route is all too familiar
to the Miskitu Peoples who suffered through the war-torn years of the 1980s.
In 2020, former Contra combatants and their descendants the Upper Coco-River
communities of Wangki Li Auhbra and Li Lamni Tasbaihka Kum are defending many of
the same communities they did in the 1980s. Some of these territories have been awarded
cautionary
measures,
along
with
CEJUDHCAN
human
rights
defenders.
Conflicts have led to numerous deaths relating to mining operations and land titling
in communities surrounding Las Minas, including Wasakin and Sahsa. In the 1980s the
Sandinistas forcedly relocated several Rio Coco communities during the war, in an area referred
to as Tasba Pri, or ‘Free Land’ in Miskitu. Today that population is expanding, and newer
communities are forming in the eastern section of Las Minas. Settlers are organizing themselves
and have formed legal and community organizations, including the ironically named Tasba Pri
Farmers and Ranchers Association.
Settler violence toward Mayangna Peoples has also spread to the Bosawas protected
nature reserve, located northeast of the RAAN in Jinotega and extending to the Rio Coco or
Wangki river. While Las Minas is known for colonization and the illegal trafficking of Indigenous
lands, Bosawas is referred to as the lungs of the Central America rainforest system. The Mayangna
Bosawas region was named a UNESCO-designated Biosphere Reserve in 1997. Yet settlers here,
especially in the department of Jinotega, burn down protected rainforest in order to pursue cattleranching activities. Jinotega, known across Central America for its cattle industry, further
illustrates the linkages between neoliberalism and climate change.
Settler colonialism is a process that seeks to dislodge previous social and environmental
constructs in order to establish itself to strong, homogeneous networks. The Miskitu and Mayangna
are long familiar with such viral infections such as settler colonialism, yet 2020 seems to be a
pivotal year for their struggle, now that they will have two deal with the imminent repercussions
of another inflection: COVID-19.
COVID-19
The Miskitu and Mayangna of the RAAN are fighting two forms of viral infection.
While the hinterland faces processes of settler dispossession, the cities of Waspam and Bilwi
in particular, are ill equipped to deal with COVID-19. As the most marginalized and at-risk
population in Nicaragua, they live in fear for their lives, as the state has not called for border
closings, canceled schools, or cuarentena (self-quarantine), departing from government
mandates in all other Central American states.
In defiance of the science on COVID-19 that calls for social distancing to mitigate the
spreading of the virus, the Nicaraguan state government bizarrely allowed a cruise ship to
land in a Pacific port and called for a parade in Managua on March 14, called 'Love in the
Time of COVID-19.' State employees were required to gather and march. FSLN (National
Sandinista Liberation Front) health brigades then went house to house, to inform residents about
sanitary measures needed to fight the impending virus; and to encourage them to continue their
normal activities, including Holy Week festivities planned around the country.
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Nicaragua’s authoritarian Ortega-Murillo regime has done little to acknowledge the
spread of the virus are accused of under reporting. The Nicaraguan Ministry of Health
(MINSA) reports only one death and 9 confirmed cases of coronavirus. The government said they
will call for a quarantine when 50 confirmed cases of coronavirus have been reported.
Human Rights Watch claims the Nicaraguan public health system has been severely
compromised, as 400 doctors, nurses, and medical workers were let go due to state repression
following the protests that erupted throughout the country in 2018. Those who helped heal
injured protestors, in defiance of government orders, lost their professions.
The WHO (World Health Organization) recommendation of social distancing and rest in
place is a privilege not afforded by most Nicaraguans living in poverty, let alone the Indigenous
Miskitu and Mayangna people.
The barrios of Bilwi, like many cities in Nicaragua, force people to be in constant proximity
and many Miskitu homes here have several generations of family per household. Recurring
outbreaks of Malaria, Chikinguna and Dengue in the last few years have exploded in crowded
urban barrios of Bilwi.
The Caribbean coast is the poorest region in Nicaragua, the second poorest nation in Latin
America and the Caribbean. Much of the country does not have access to running water.
Nevertheless, Indigenous people like their fellow Nicaraguans, are self-organizing to fight
coronavirus, creating resources in their language, despite the lack of leadership and information
from the state.
Yatama Leader Brooklyn Rivera stated that no adequate coronavirus testing was
available in the autonomous regions because of a lack of technology; and that seven
suspicious cases were being treated in coastal hospitals, six in the RAAS capital of Bluefields
(population 50,000) and one in Bilwi. The patients’ tests for the coronavirus had been sent to
Managua and were waiting on results.
When Rivera was asked if coronavirus had spread to the southern region, he said, 'Well,
we don’t really know,' emphasizing they were still waiting for results from Managua.
The United Nations, the Organization of American States, the Inter-American Court of
Human Rights, and the Pan-American Health Organization denounced the Nicaraguan state for
not providing information to its people on coronavirus. Additionally, Yatama denounced the
state’s violation of their nationally and internationally recognized Indigenous rights.
Indigenous people face a disproportionate threat to infectious disease—they are small
populations living in impoverished regions with poor access to public health systems. They
are also guardians of the world’s remaining rainforests.
The Bilwi hospital has no security to keep visitors from visiting family members, four
beds per room, and only two respirators for the RAAN region with over 160,000 residents.
Former Bilwi mayor and Yatama leader Reynaldo Francis said, 'If the virus took hold here,
we would be dying in the streets.'”
Alexander Villegas and Frances Robles, "Conflicts Over Indigenous Land Grow More
Violent in Central America: Faced with government inaction, some activists try to reclaim
ancestral lands on their own. Often, they pay a high price," The New York Times, March 9, 2020,
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/03/09/world/americas/central-america-indigenous-conflicts.html,
reported that often deadly conflicts over land have been increasing in Central America. That
included two confrontations in southern Costa Rica, in early 2020, in which two members of
the Brörán tribe were killed.
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"Over the past five years, conflicts over land and natural resources in the region have
led to about 200 confrontations and the deaths of 60 Indigenous people, according to
the Business & Human Rights Resource Center, a London organization.
Four Indigenous people were killed in an attack in Nicaragua in January, and at least
a dozen more died in Colombia in just the first two weeks of this year, according to the United
Nations."
In some of the cases, farmers did not know that the land they purchased or were given
by the government was taken illegally from Indigenous people.
" K’iche Human Rights Defender Daniel Pascual Facing Criminal Charges in Guatemala,
January 17, 2020, https://www.culturalsurvival.org/news/kiche-human-rights-defender-danielpascual-facing-criminal-charges-guatemala,
reported,
"Indigenous
and
campesino
organizations across Guatemala are on high alert as a case which has the potential to alter
the course of freedom of expression in Guatemala begin hearings at Guatemala’s highest
appellate court.
The case revolves around Indigenous human rights defender Daniel Pascual
Hernandez, Maya K’iche coordinator of the grassroots organization United Campesino
Committee, (CUC by its Spanish acronym), who is accused of libel, defamation and slander
by right-wing columnist and ex-military Ricardo Méndez Ruiz, founder of the 'Foundation
against Terrorism' in Guatemala.
The original charges date back to 2013, when Pascual Hernández was organizing
with flower farmers in the community of San Juan Sacatepequez to defend their land from
the imposition of a cement manufacturing plant by company Cementos Progresos. At the
time, Pascual publicly supported community leaders who had received death threats for their
actions protesting the company’s installations. This was used by Méndez Ruiz to bring a case
against Pasual, which has reflected a number of irregularities of due process over the 7 years
of its course thus far.
In an earlier proceeding, Pascual was denied the opportunity to make use of a tribunal
established within Article 35 of Guatemala's constitution for disputes related to freedom of
expression.
Rather, Judge Carmen Toaspern chose to send the case to criminal court arguing that
Guatemala’s Constitutional Law on the Expression of Thought should only apply to
journalists; an argument that was later denounced by the Guatemalan Human Rights
Ombudsman.
In fact, the processing of libel charges as criminal charges has been discouraged by
the United Nations Human Rights Committee, which has recommended the
decriminalization of libel in order to fully respect the rights to freedom of speech as
recognized by Article 19 of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, a treaty
ratified by Guatemala since 1992.
The jurisprudence on this decision noted that Pascual cannot be identified as a
communicator unless he is a trained journalist- a decision that allows for a major gap in protections
for human rights defenders, community radio volunteers, and others who work as the voice of a
community but may lack formal education as journalists.
In light of this, community organizations such as Asamblea Social y Popular ASP, La
Coordinación y Convergencia Maya Waqib Kej, La vía Campesina Centroamérica
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and Alba movimiento, have made a call for the respect of the right to freedom of opinion
and expression and in support of Daniel Pascual.
These grassroots organizations recognize the pattern of criminalization of human rights
defenders and social movement leaders; of which the goal is not necessarily to win a case, but to
tie the accused to a penal process that is dragged out over a number of years, removing them from
their activism, and ultimately, to intimidate other activists and discredit the organization and the
issues they fight for. 'The criminalization and prosecution of free expression is something that is
worrisome to the rest of the members of the CUC,' explained Rafael González, coordinator of the
legal office for the CUC.
Cultural Survival joins grassroots Guatemalan organizations in calling on authorities to
carry out a fair and transparent trial, respecting the principles of democracy, freedom of expression,
and human rights, and quality before the law, particularly for Indigenous human rights defenders
who have been historically criminalized, and discriminated against within Guatemala’s justice
system.
Daniel Pascual began his work for in defense of Indigenous and non-Indigenous rural
communities at the young age of 13. He has worked toward the fulfillment of the Peace Accords;
supporting land rights for rural farmers, defending against criminalization of other social leaders,
food security and food sovereignty programs, and was an integral organizer in the successful push
to reject the passage of the so-called Monsanto Law allowing the privatization of seeds in
Guatemala, and supported the movement to legalize community radio in Guatemala. He has
participated in various activities with the Food and Agriculture Organization and the United
Nations and
has
organized
a number of
peaceful marches garnering
national
and international attention. He was featured as a main character profiled in the documentary
film '500 years' by Pamela Yates, about the Indigenous rights movement in Guatemala.
Pascual stated during his hearing, 'I consider myself a defender of human rights, and we
are all aware that there are constant violations of economic, cultural, social, and environmental
issues in our country. In this sense I am firmly convinced that the Universal Declaration of Human
Rights of the United Nations recognizes the freedom of expression as a universal right of every
person, likewise this is recognized by Article 35 of the Republic of Guatemala. Therefore I’ve
done nothing more than exercise this right over the past 20 years..”
"Indigenous Leaders in Nicaragua Denounce Massacre in Mayangna Territory," Cultural
Survival, January 31, 2020, https://www.culturalsurvival.org/news/indigenous-leaders-nicaraguadenounce-massacre-mayangna-territory, reported, "According to early reports, an armed group
of approximately 80 people who identify as 'the Kukalón Armed Group' recently disturbed
the peace of an Indigenous Mayangna village of Alal, Bonanza, 400 kilometers northeast of
Managua, Nicaragua. On January 28, 2020, the group massacred 6 Indigenous Mayangnas,
another 10 are reported missing, and several houses were burned. Five of the victims have
been identified: Tránsito Mesa, Víctor Díaz, Juan Emilio Devis, Carlos Martín, and Miguel Dixon.
Gustavo Sebastián Lino, president of the Mayagna Sauni As territory, along with other
members of local Indigenous rights organizations have denounced this violent attack. Alal is a
remote community in the Mayangna Sauni As territory, within the Bosawas Biosphere Reserve in
the department of Jinotega, shared by the Autonomous Region of the North Caribbean Coast
(RACCN) and bordering Honduras. Declared a Biosphere Reserve by UNESCO in 1997, it is
the largest forest reserve in Central America and the third largest in the world. Although it
has been known as one of the most intact tropical rainforest and cloud forests in the
282

region, invasion by non-Indigenous settlers, loggers, and ranchers has caused ceaseless
conflict, leaving the biosphere and its communities threatened.
In 2001 the Mayagna won a landmark case against the government of Nicaragua in which
the Inter-American Court of Human Rights held that they had a right as Indigenous people to their
collective land, in what was known as the Awas-Tingi ruling, after the community that brought
the case. In December 2008, the government completed a process of demarcating and titling the
land, securing their title to a total of 73,394 hectares.
Since then, community leaders have repeatedly denounced violence at the hands of
non-Indigenous people known as 'colonos', or settlers who entered their territory looking to
exploit and take control of natural resources. On numerous occasions Indigenous authorities
have sued the government for their territorial integrity, asserting their rights and expelling
the invaders who disturb their lifeways.
The Communal Property Law (law 445) requires the Nicaraguan state to
complete saneamiento, a ‘healing’ of the land, meaning the removal of colonists and
industries from Indigenous and Afro-descendant territories, but the Nicaraguan government
has failed to fulfil this obligation.
“Our communities have been threatened, massacred and exploited. The government has
made decrees and actions that only remain in paper. One of them is the creation of the ecological
battalion that was thought to give security to our communities but we have not seen results. Faced
with this situation, we need the government to immediately attend to the matter and carry out
justice as soon as possible,“ Lino told Comunicación Digital Nicaragua Actual.
On January 30, 2020, the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR)
condemned the attack on Twitter in Alal stating, 'the State will be in violation of
international obligations to protect the integrity, life and Indigenous territories, if it does not
prevent, investigate, and punish these events.' The IACHR also emphasized that 'this pattern
of attacks has been repeated in Nicaragua for years. The State must urgently adopt
comprehensive policies to protect the rights of Indigenous Peoples to life, integrity, and
territory. '
The
Nicaraguan
National
Police
issued
a press
release
(https://www.el19digital.com/articulos/ver/titulo:99500-lideres-de-la-nacion-mayangna-resaltanlabor-investigativa-de-la-policia-nacional-sobre-hechos-en-la-comunidad-alal) describing two
victims of gunshot wounds, but did not corroborate any information regarding the 10
disappearances. Cases of violence within the Bosawas Biosphere Reserve are under the
jurisdiction of the Nicaraguan Army, along with the Ministry of Environment and Natural
Resources. Although these institutions have yet to make a public statement, locals have
reported that a group of 30 people is in Bonanza conducting an investigation.
Cultural Survival repudiates acts of violence against Indigenous communities and joins the
Mayangna leaders in calling on Nicaraguan government to comply with domestic and international
law by defending the integrity of the Indigenous lands, as well as Indigenous Peoples; most
essential human right, the right to life and security of person. We encourage Nicaraguan authorities
to investigate and bring swift justice for the victims of this massacre."
"One Year Later: The Murder Of Sergio Rojas Remains Unresolved Amidst Ongoing
Crisis," Cultural Survival, March 19, 2020, https://www.culturalsurvival.org/news/one-year-latermurder-sergio-rojas-remains-unresolved-amidst-ongoing-crisis,
reported,
"Costa
Rican
Authorities Fail to Respond to Ongoing Violence.
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March 18, 2020, marked one year since the death of Costa Rican Indigenous land
defender Sergio Rojas, who was murdered in his home in Saltire de Buenos Aires in 2019.
Despite creating a specialized investigative unit in order to pursue the crime and releasing a
sketch of two suspects, no successful measures to bring justice for this crime have taken
place, leaving the criminals in impunity and effectively giving the green light to perpetrators
to continue acts of violence against Indigenous people who are peacefully recuperating their
titled lands.
On February 24, 2020, Jerhy Rivera Rivera, an Indigenous human rights defender,
was assassinated at night in the community of Mano de Tigre, San Antonio, in the Indigenous
territory of Térraba, Puntarenas, one day after initiations of new actions aimed at recovering land
in the Bröran Terraba Territory. Rivera’s death came just two weeks after the attempted
murder of Mainor Ortiz Delgado, a Bribri leader who survived a bullet wound in his thigh
after a shooting in his community in Río Azul de Térraba.
Over the weekend of March 7 and 8, 2020, the Costa Rican Ombudsman, Catalina
Crespo, issued an alert to the Ministry of Public Security warning of new threats to
Indigenous leaders and human rights defenders. Crespo announced that threats of death,
harassment and defamation were made against two human rights defenders in the Buenos
Aires area of Puntarenas, Gustavo Oreamuno Vignet and Jeffrey López Castro, members of the
grassroots organization Asociación de Iniciativas Populares Ditsö.
Cultural Survival followed up on March 16, 2020, with a letter to Costa Rican officials,
denouncing violence against members of Ditsö as well as threats against Pablo Sibas, Broran
leader from the Térraba Indigenous territory, and coordinator of FRENAPI, and Clarita Quiel,
Bribri leader from the Cabagra territory. According to the information received, the threats
intensified as a result of the human rights work and the public denouncing the murder of the human
rights defender Jerhy Rivera Rivera.
In response to these incidents, the Minister of Security, Michael Soto, announced that
a police presence has been established in the Buenos Aires area in the face of the latest
violence. The Deputy Minister of Security, Eduardo Solano, responded to the Ombudsman's
Office through a statement in which he assured that a “strong operation is currently being carried
out with 100 police officers present in the area at this time.”
Despite the recent short term responses to the threats from last week, these ongoing
acts and threats of violence against Indigenous defenders in Costa Rica are a result of the
Costa Rican government’s failure to implement Indigenous land rights or to bring sanctions
on non-Indigenous settlers on Indigenous land. Costa Rica’s response failed to address
recommendations to prevent violence by addressing its root cause; the decades-long inaction
of the state to implement Indigenous land rights and remove non-Indigenous ranchers from
Indigenous titled lands.
'The structural discrimination [against Indigenous Peoples] is reinforced by the inaction of
the state,” said Jeffery López, one of the Indigenous defenders who received death threats, and
president of Ditsö. “The conflict is not only for land, but for the advancement of Indigenous
Peoples who fight for their rights.'
In a press release on Wednesday, March 18, 2020, Inter-American Commission on Human
(IACHR) rights expressed its concern:
'The IACHR highlights the importance of territory for the cultural and physical survival of
Indigenous People, and reiterates what has been established by the Inter American Court of Human
Rights, which is that the failure of the State to effectively identify, delimit, and demarcate
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Indigenous territories can cause a climate of permanent uncertainty, affecting as a consequence
the social peace of the greater society.
The IACHR observes that March 18 [2020] marks the one year anniversary of the
assasination of Sergio Rojas, Indigenous Bribri leader, who was the beneficiary of Precautionary
Measures granted by the IACHR on April 2015. In this regard, the Commission issues a warning
regarding the failure to make substantive advances in the investigation towards bringing justice
against those responsible. The IACHR reiteres that this crime must be seriously investigated, in a
way that is immediate, exhaustive, independent, and impartial, with sancion for those who carried
out the murder as well as the intellectual authors of the crime.'
The IACHR reminds that, according to the Precautionary Measure 321-12, the State must
adopt necessary measures to guarantee the life and personal integrity of the members of the
Indigenous Peoples of Teribe and Bribri, in the province of Punta Arenas. The CIDH calls on the
State of Costa Rica to reinforce the precautionary measures adopted in favor of Indigenous leaders
and human rights defenders in the territories of Salitre and Térraba, and reinforce investigations
into attacks and threats that take place in a way that is immediate and diligent. In its investigations,
the State should include an analysis of the hypothesis that these acts of violence are reactions to
the activity of human rights defenders.'
In our letter to Costa Rican officials, Cultural Survival denounced Costa Rica’s failure to
implement precautionary measures regarding the ongoing violence against Indigenous Peoples and
offered a series of recommended measures that the government should adopt. These measures
include increased action and transparency regarding investigations into those responsible for the
deaths of Sergio Rojas and Jerhy Rivera Rivera, improving the implementation of precautionary
measures for Indigenous defenders in accordance with protocols established by the Inter-American
Commission on Human Rights, and establishing a plan for the recovery of Indigenous territory
that will address the root problems of the conflict over land in Costa Rica."
John McPhaul, "Second Murder of Indigenous Land Defender In Costa Rica Proves State
Inaction," Cultural Survival, February 26, 2020, https://www.culturalsurvival.org/news/secondmurder-indigenous-land-defender-costa-rica-proves-state-inaction, reported, "Costa Rican
Indigenous leader, Jerhy Rivera Rivera (Brörán) was killed on the night of February 24,
2020, in the community of Mano de Tigre, San Antonio, in the titled Indigenous Territory of
Térraba, Puntarenas province, marking the second death of Indigenous land defenders in
the country in less than one year. This murder also occurs two weeks after Bribri
leader Mainor Ortiz Delgadosurvived a shot in the right thigh; in the Rio Azul Community
of Térraba.
According to preliminary reports, attackers had organized nearby and waited for
nightfall to target the local Indigenous community members who have been peacefully
reclaiming ancestral lands legally titled to them over four decades ago but which remain in
the hands of illegal settlers according to Costa Rica’s own laws.
The president of Costa Rica issued a statement that they have provided increased
police presence in the region after recent attack on Mainor Ortiz, but community members
in Térraba say there has been no increased presence in their communities Video footage
shows a moment in which the police are present at the scene of the conflict, but witnesses
claim they did nothing to de-escalate the violence or protect Rivera's body on the side of the
road from the mob. We are told the murder suspect turned himself into the authorities but
charges are still pending.
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Since 2010, in the face of government inaction, Indigenous communities in Costa Rica
have been re-occupying lands within 24 territories belonging to them under the 1977
Indigenous Law. A Bribri leader, Sergio Rojas, led efforts to recover the lands in his indigenous
territory of Salitre, until he was murdered last March 18, 2019. His death remains in impunity
despite numerous calls for investigations by local Indigenous and human rights organizations,
Costa Rica’s human rights Ombudsman, the UN, and international organizations such as Cultural
Survival.
The recent attack against Jerhy Rivera did not come without warning. FRENAPI, the
National Front of Indigenous Peoples, reported that two nights before the attack on Rivera, they
sent out an Early Warning communication to Government authorities and the Special Rapporteur
for Indigenous Peoples, regarding a recent mobilization of non-Indigenous people who entered the
areas of Indigenous territory of Térraba, Crun D'bonn and Cabagra in Palmira. “Early warnings
about the growing tensions in Térraba were once again met with an ineffective response by the
state,” Vanessa Jiménez, of Forest Peoples Programme, told the Guardian. “The government either
can’t or won’t protect the Bribri and Brörán from violence.”
Jehry Rivera was the subject of an attempted murder previously, but his attacker was never
jailed. Rivera was brutally assaulted in September 2013 while searching for a cell signal to report
to authorities that non-Indigenous people were conducting illegal logging on Indigenous
territories.
Both Sergio Rojas and Mainor Ortiz had also been victims of earlier attacks or homicide
attempts. For this reason, since 2015, the Bribri and Brörán communities were subject to
precautionary protection measures ordered by the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights
issued since 2015. This distinction means that the state of Costa Rica is responsible for ensuring
the physical security of the individuals within these communities.
In a press release, the traditional Indigenous governance council the Consejo Ditsó Iriria
Ajkonuk Wakpa exclaimed, “We denounce the State for its complicity in this assassination, for
not abiding by the Precautionary measures ordered by the Inter-American Court for Human Rights
which are guaranteed to the Brörán community of Terraba and the Bribri of Salitre. We also
denounce the President of Costa Rica Carlos Alvarado Quesada who aims to delay the process of
land and territory recuperation, while failing to carry out evictions necessary to bring peace and
territorial integrity to Indigenous lands. We will not be deterred in the defense of our land
rights.'
Costa Rican President Carlos Alvarado Quesada released a video
statement condemning Rivera's murder. 'I deeply regret the acts of violence that occurred
today in that community,' he expressed. Yet, rather than call for the illegal settlers and their
allies to stand down and exit Indigenous lands, the president called on Indigenous
communities to refrain from efforts to recuperate their legally-titled, ancestral lands. He
went on to claim that the State has provided ample security to Indigenous communities in line with
the recommendations from the Inter-American Commission, which Indigenous communities
strongly rejected: 'The president should have mentioned that, to date, the State of Costa Rica
has not jailed a single person responsible for attacks against us…The inaction of the State
makes possible and legitimizes this violence,' they responded in a press release.
They also denied the President’s claim that the State has carried out 6 evictions in
Salitre. 'This is categorically false. “Over 5 years, the Bribri have asked the Government to [carry
out these evictions] In June of 2019, the government authorized the possession of two land parcels,
but these had already been recuperated previously by Indigenous persons. Which means, they did
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not physically remove anyone. The other orders for eviction have not been executed, and those
occupying the land continue to instigate violence against the Bribri.'
Cultural Survival echoes the call of the Bribri and Brörán in urging the Costa Rican
government to fulfill their obligation to protect Indigenous Peoples’ rights in Costa Rica. We
reiterate our calls to Costa Rica to fully investigate and bring justice to all acts of violence against
Indigenous land defenders, in accordance with the domestic and international law, and to take
immediate steps to remove non-Indigenous settlers on Indigenous titled land."
John McPhaul, "Another Bribri Land Defender Shot in Costa Rica," Cultural Survival,
February 17, 2020, https://www.culturalsurvival.org/news/another-bribri-land-defender-shotcosta-rica, reported, "Mainor Ortiz Delgado, a member of the Indigenous Bribri Tubolwak
clan, was shot in the leg by a trespasser on February 9, 2020, on his farm in Rio Azul de
Salitre in southwestern Costa Rica. This act of is part of an ongoing wave of violence spurring
from the Costa Rican government’s failure to implement Indigenous land rights and bring
sanctions on non-Indigenous settlers on Indigenous land. It comes almost one year after the
murder of another Indigenous rights defender, Sergio Rojas, in March 2019, whose murder has not
been
resolved.
'What did Mainor do to provoke this attack? Nothing. He was only working on his
farm with his brother, his wife and their three children,' said Indigenous organization Ditso
Iriria Ajkonuk Wakpa. 'While he was working, without provocation, a non-Indigenous person
passed by on a motorcycle and fired at him.'
Ditso identified the assailant as Eliodoro Figueroa Uva, who is not Bribri, who has
trespassed on the land of Silvia Rojas Delgado located in Rio Azul de Salitre.' Figueroa Uva was
initially arrested by authorities, but was later released within 24 hours, and ordered not to
intimidate Ortiz or his family and to stay at least 100 meters away from him, according to Vanessa
Jimenez, an attorney from the Forest Peoples Programme which advocates for Indigenous Peoples
in Costa Rica.
Indigenous organizations reject the decision to free Figueroa Uva, considering it
insufficient and negligent since Mainor Ortiz and his family have to pass the land allegedly
usurped by Figueroa Uva, and since this incident is not the first time Ortiz Delgado and his
family have been victimized by non-Indigenous settlers.
'This attack comes as the Bribri strive to defend their territories. Over 50% of their ancestral
land is now illegally occupied by non-indigenous people who are regularly hostile to the Bribri.
There have been dozens of documented cases of violence and threats against the Bribri and their
indigenous neighbors the Brörán people of Térraba, all of which continue with impunity,' said the
Forest People’s Programme in press release. 'Despite the decision of the Inter-American
Commission on Human Rights to issue Precautionary Measures in 2015 calling on the Costa Rican
government to protect the lives and physical integrity of the Bribri and Brörán, the Government
has failed to implement sufficient measures to do so.'
Even though a 1977 law set aside lands for Indigenous Peoples, much of the lands are
occupied by non-Indigenous settlers, some of whom have not been compensated by the state, while
others have squatted on the land with nothing more than a bill of sale to back their claims.
According to Ditso, the assailant in the recent shooting belongs to a family who has laid
claim to land and carries a certificate identifying him as Indigenous from an organization that a
Costa Rican court has already ruled illegitimate.
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In 2013, 10 settlers attacked Ortiz Delgado with a machete in his left ear, leaving
deep lacerations, and tortured him with a branding iron and shooting him in the left thigh. A Costa
Rican court found that not enough evidence existed to 'individualize the guilty party' though Ortiz
Delgado was able to identify them.
In 2016, unknown assailants shot at Ortiz Delgado’s house. Delgado Ortiz received
threatening telephone calls saying that 'I know who you are, at any moment we are going to take
you out with bullets. Stop acting like a man.' Ortiz Delgado gave the callers’ telephone numbers
to authorities, who took no action.
'They want to kill my son and the government knows of the precarious situation, but they
don’t do anything significant or effective to protect him. I’m afraid he’s going to end up like
Sergio,' said Ortiz Delgado’s mother, Mariana Delgado Morales, referring to the murder of Bribri
land defender Sergio Rojas Ortiz, killed on March 19, 2019.
In 2010, Rojas Ortiz began a campaign to recover ancestral land belonging to the Bribri in
the southwest region of Telire. The murder of Rojas took place despite the fact that the InternAmerican Commission on Human Rights had ordered the Costa Rican State to take precautionary
measures to protect his Indigenous community.
'The life led by Mainor Delgado is a story that is symbolic of the tragic situation of the
Bribri people, and other peoples in Costa Rica as a result of action from the government,' said
Ditso. 'The Government has to do at least four things: (i) punish those that attack us and end the
impunity, (ii) protect our human rights defenders in an effective way, (iii) not abandon us to the
courts but rather implement their duties and obligations without delay, and (iv) evict with priority
the illegal occupants –now and not years from now,' says Lesner Figuero Lázaro, Bribri of the
Tuadiwak clan and Coordinator of the Concejo.
Cultural Survival echoes the call of the Consejo Ditsö Iriria Ajkönuk Wakpa of the Bribri
territory in urging the Costa Rican government to fulfill their obligation to protect Indigenous
Peoples rights in Costa Rica. We reiterate our calls to Costa Ricato fully investigate and bring
justice to all acts of violence against Indigenous land defenders, in accordance with the domestic
and international law, and to take immediate steps to remove non-Indigenous settlers on
Indigenous titled land.'
International Crisis Group (ICG), Bram Ebus, Consultant, 'Under a Merciless Sun:
Venezuelans Stranded Across the Colombian Border," Commentary / Latin America &
Caribbean
25
February
2020,
https://www.crisisgroup.org/latin-americacaribbean/andes/colombiavenezuela/under-merciless-sun-venezuelans-stranded-acrosscolombian-border, commented, 'As Venezuela’s economy plumbs the depths of collapse, a new
cohort of refugees is trekking across parched landscapes to Colombia. It consists of the most
vulnerable, including poor expectant mothers, unaccompanied children and the sick, people
with no defence against the predations of armed bands.
It is a measure of life’s hardships in Zulia state, the oil production hub in north-western
Venezuela, that its people must brave lawless borders just to get to the hospital. Across the frontier,
in Colombia, the San José de Maicao hospital is full of pregnant Venezuelan women, some of them
sitting on the floor. One new mother I met there had arrived in the morning after traversing
a trocha, an illegal crossing between the two countries, which have no diplomatic ties. She
borrowed money to pay a shadowy armed band for safe passage, and once in the maternal ward,
gave birth to a healthy daughter. She lay in bed, the baby in her arms, a bit bewildered at her good
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fortune. Infant mortality is high among refugee mothers, most of whom, like this young woman,
receive no prenatal care. She got to San José de Maicao just in time for a safe, orderly delivery.
Such harrowing tales of flight have become common in Zulia. Hunger, power cuts and
collapsing public services have turned this region – once accustomed to easy wealth and ice-cold
air conditioning – into one of the areas of Venezuela suffering the greatest humanitarian need,
according to the UN. The human rights NGO Codhez, based in Zulia, calculates that seven in ten
households have daily incomes of $1.09 or less, meaning that families often cannot eat three meals
a day. Its hospitals are at once rundown and prohibitively expensive for most Zulia residents
because they now demand payment in dollars for basic services that were once free. The nearest
escape valve is the Colombian border. More than 160,000 Venezuelans now live across it, in the
Colombian state of La Guajira, after escaping their home country’s tumult.
But La Guajira, in Colombia’s far north east, is no sanctuary. More than half the population of this
semi-arid desert state lives in poverty. With Venezuela to the east and the mountains of Perijá – a
hotbed of guerrilla activity – to the south, La Guajira is in a double bind. It faces not only the
humanitarian needs of migrants and refugees, who now make up roughly 19 per cent of the
population, but also the violence of guerrillas, narcosand other men with guns who prey upon its
very desperation.
The Border Crossing Boom
The only official crossing from Zulia into La Guajira brings new arrivals to the small
village of Paraguachón. Movable metal barriers featuring the logo of Colombia’s migration office
stand along the main road. Scrawny, malnourished Venezuelans, exhausted after their long trip,
mingle with locals hawking basic medicines and food items. As in other Latin American border
towns, the informal economy hums with activity, as porters trot by pushing handcarts piled with
luggage, moneychangers offer stacks of bolívars to the few Venezuelans returning home and
penniless migrants sell their hair to wig makers for a fistful of dollars.
But a lot more is going on in this particular border town. A nervous resident points out that
various armed groups – narcos, guerrillas and others – rule Paraguachón. They have tightened their
stranglehold on La Guajira’s border since 2015, when the Venezuelan government of Nicolás
Maduro closed the entire frontier in response to attacks on the Venezuelan army by unknown
parties. Following the closure, the trochas became regular transit points and a gold mine for
criminal gangs collecting informal tolls. The border reopened in 2016, but the illegal crossings
retained their appeal to smugglers, traffickers, and the many migrants and refugees without identity
papers.
Just a short distance from the official crossing in Paraguachón are two major trochas: la
ochenta (the eighty) and la cortica (the short one). In plain view of Colombian police, motorbikes
bearing jerrycans bump alongside old white Toyota pickups crammed with passengers and goods
over the sandy roads to and from Venezuela.
A total of 90 trochas are located in Maicao, the municipality that includes
Paraguachón. According to Colombia’s Ombudsman, an independent state agency charged
with protecting civil and human rights, the number along the border between La Guajira
and Zulia runs close to 200. At each of these points, criminals charge fees for passage, turning
the trochas into big business and a trigger for competition with each other, as well as with
state security forces. Aida Merlano, a fugitive Colombian parliamentarian wanted for electoral
fraud, found refuge in Venezuela via a trocha in the La Guajira badlands. Three alleged al-Qaeda
operatives arrested in January in the U.S. sneaked from Venezuela into Colombia using a similar
route.
289

Contraband fuel is the economic mainstay on the Colombian side of the border. With
their faces covered in cloths or towels, adults and children, some no older than ten, wave funnels
at passing cars while their skin burns under La Guajira’s merciless sun. They are engaged
in pimpineo, the sale of dirt-cheap Venezuelan gasoline that is smuggled across the border in
jerrycans (pimpinas in Spanish) and then poured straight into fuel tanks or retailed in soft drink
bottles. In 2019 up to mid-November, Colombia’s Fiscal and Customs Police seized over 230,000
gallons of contraband fuel and confiscated about 300 vehicles along the La Guajira border. Still,
trafficking continues unabated.
Two indigenous Wayuu women agreed to meet to talk about smuggling fuel. They chose a
discreet location, fearing violent reprisal from local gangs should they be seen conversing with a
stranger. The smugglers, or pimpineros, use three courtyards on the Venezuelan side, to fill the
jerrycans with gasoline, the women said. The fuelling station is located next to the local command
building of the Venezuelan National Guard. 'They [the National Guard] eat off us. They live from
this', one woman explains, adding that plainclothes Guard officers charge a fee on the contraband
fuel, which costs about $1.50 per punto (5 litres), and $15 per pipa (60 litres).
A Surfeit of Crime
The stakes are high around the trochas. The smugglers recruit poor Wayuu children
as moscas (flies) to look out for soldiers or police, giving them cellphones to sound the alarm. The
children also carry guns, sometimes assault rifles, so that they, too, can collect the fees for safe
passage.
For ordinary civilians, the crossings have become more bane than boon. Recent arrivals in
Colombia report that Venezuelan security forces and armed groups confronted them at several
checkpoints in a single trip. One social worker based in Riohacha said women using
the trochas risk sexual abuse, sometimes reaching their destination with their clothes ripped off. In
a refugee shelter in Maicao, a distraught Venezuelan man told me that all his money was stolen
when walking across. He had come to Colombia with his daughter, who has Down syndrome, in
search of essential health care.
Internecine violence makes matters worse. Criminal organisations and Wayuu clans
collect fees from the traffic through various trochas, and often clash with each other in
disputes over who is in control. Also joining the fray is the guerrilla National Liberation Army
(ELN), whose Luciano Ariza faction, part of the Northern War Front, engages in extortion and
livestock smuggling further south along the border, toward the Perijá mountains.
The sheer variety of illicit business makes the rivalries even more pointed. Weapons,
minerals and human beings are trafficked into Colombia, while drugs move in the opposite
direction. 'This is a continuous time bomb', said one resident in Paraguachón. 'The narcos and the
guerrillas want control over the border, and the Wayuu, the owners of the territory, are involved
in a war that only benefits the people who do not belong here'. Meanwhile, the breakdown in
communication between the security forces on either side of the border makes it easy for criminals
to dodge arrest or to hide out on whichever side is more hospitable to them. Locals say the police
are paid off not to interfere.
A short distance from Paraguachón, on the Colombian side of the border, lies a rancheria,
a Wayuu settlement, filled with victims of these border skirmishes. Around 35 huts built of logs
and plastic sheeting house up to six families each. Some of the children are blond, a symptom of
the malnutrition common in La Guajira. According to the World Food Programme, the basic needs
of 90 per cent of the state’s rural population are unsatisfied.
290

All the Wayuu in the hamlet recently decided to leave their homes on the Venezuelan side
of the border after teachers in the local schools walked out over low wages and never came back.
To continue their education, the Wayuu children had to attend classes on the Colombian side. At
first, they crossed the trochas every day. But then, the local Wayuu leader explained, the children
began getting trapped in shoot-outs between armed factions and security forces. So all the families
relocated.
'The Zone'
The most notorious armed outfit to have operated in the area was a relative upstart. La Zona
(The Zone) undertook a swift and brutal expansion before its equally rapid demise. Along Zulia’s
borders, and especially in the Venezuelan town of Guarero, the gang is accused of distributing lists
of names and pictures of young people associated with other gangs or with no known affiliation.
They were all marked for death, and according to a woman from Guarero, most of them were in
fact killed. In an October 2019 report, the Colombian Ombudsman pointed to mass displacement
from the town, with entire Wayuu families running away lest La Zona attack them or target their
children for recruitment.
'The neighbours left', said a Wayuu woman from the town who fled to Colombia. “Guarero
is abandoned. Many people have gone far away to protect their lives”. She agreed to meet me in
the dusty backyard of the Maicao family that employs her as a maid. It was the evening, and the
oven-like daytime heat had finally subsided. Sitting on a plastic chair, she shooed the insects
attracted by the flickering light bulb away from her face. Starting in early 2018, she stated, La
Zona killed more than 100 people from the town, including her nephew, who was shot executionstyle in broad daylight. The killers drove away afterward without impediment, she said; in fact,
the Venezuelan National Guard stopped traffic to clear their way. “This happened in front of many
people”, she declared in disbelief.
From mid-2019, however, La Zona met with a far more ruthless response from both
Venezuelan security forces and other armed groups, both of which resented the criminal outfit’s
rise and coveted its border revenues. 'All [the Venezuelan] security forces started to look for the
leaders of La Zona in their houses, and they have been carrying out extrajudicial killings', said a
human rights defender based in Zulia. 'They ran away over the savannahs, and now they are
stealing to survive',added a Guarero local.
The Colombian ELN guerrillas have taken the opportunity to increase their presence
in Zulia. A refugee in Maicao indicated that the insurgents move only at night and hand out
pamphlets in the villages they visit. The guerrillas have sought to hold meetings in
Wayuu rancherias, and sworn to combat La Zona and its predatory offshoots. In the eyes of the
Wayuu woman from Guarero, they could be a solution to the region’s problems, since they claim
to want to protect the people.
Refugees
Violence, poverty, hunger and the need for basic public services are driving people
out of Zulia. Aid institutions in La Guajira regard the incoming migrants and refugees as
fundamentally different from those of previous years. The first migrant wave comprised wealthy
people with passports, headed for Florida, Panama, Spain and other international destinations. By
2016-2017, many middle-income families were joining the well-off in exile, travelling to South
American nations such as Colombia, Chile and Peru. In the third phase, around 2018, people
lacking passports and the money to travel began trekking across the border to their destinations.
They became known as los caminantes (the walkers).
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But in La Guajira, arguably, a fourth phase has begun: the exodus of the sick and
unwell. Each day people arrive with worse health conditions, including chronic diseases and
mental disorders, a local social worker explained to me. Many of these extremely vulnerable
people are stuck after criminals or corrupt Venezuelan officials stole their belongings, money and
identity papers – or they simply had no money to begin with. In a refugee shelter in Maicao, the
courtyard filled up with refugees drowning out each other’s voices to tell me their stories. A
woman from Maracaibo complained with evident distress that she cannot reach her family in
Barranquilla, Colombia – less than 300km away – after she was robbed of all her possessions in
a trocha.
For those who get stuck, the UN High Commissioner for Refugees has set up a reception
centre with space for 600 people, but the waiting list is long – over 4,000 at present. Tens of
thousands of Venezuelans end up in informal settlements on the outskirts of towns such as
Riohacha, Maicao and Uribia, where naked children with scabies play in the dirt and men walk for
kilometres to haul back jerrycans of water for household needs. There is no electricity or sewage
disposal. Most of the time, the inhabitants tell me, they have too little food to eat three meals a
day.
For lack of a better alternative, many Venezuelans stay in these camps for some time.
According to Miguel Romo, director of the Colombian migration authority’s local branch, La
Guajira is unprepared for the influx. The state government has little money, and it is dogged by
corruption charges: there have been thirteen governors in the last eight years, many of whom have
faced serious allegations of graft. Nevertheless, he acknowledged, the Venezuelans are unlikely to
leave La Guajira, and thus humanitarian aid risks becoming “a bottomless barrel”.
Many Venezuelans that cross from Zulia state into La Guajira get stuck in informal
settlements in the arid region. The lack of possibilities to pay for further transport makes La Guajira
a bottleneck in which many migrants and refugees are stuck. CRISISGROUP/Bram Ebus
The informal economy – including organised crime – absorbs Venezuelans without the means to
move further inland or abroad. Exploitation and death are commonplace. Maicao is one of the most
dangerous towns in La Guajira, with a murder rate over twice the national average. 'We are in an
environment where there are no mourners', said a woman in Maicao who runs a foundation
working with vulnerable children and women. There are so many deaths, she explains, that the
living have no time to grieve. In October 2019, the Colombian police broke up a criminal network
run by Venezuelans and Colombians that forced underage boys and girls into sexual slavery. Many
Venezuelans, including unaccompanied minors, sleep on thin squares of cardboard in shop or
office doorways. Rapes occur nightly, according to the foundation manager. 'Everything has
broken down here', she said.
Local hospitals, meanwhile, are thronged with Venezuelans, who according to a doctor in
Maicao make up around 70 to 80 per cent of incoming patients, some of them with conditions such
as tuberculosis and HIV in terminal stages. The hospitals in La Guajira are not prepared to give
the complex care that people with such illnesses require, and there is no money to transport the
Venezuelan patients to better-equipped facilities elsewhere. In theory, emergency rooms should
take in Venezuelans without documentation, but an aid worker admitted that many do not receive
treatment. Since 2014, a Colombian migration official said, more than 100 corpses have been left
unclaimed in the Riohacha morgue by families who cannot afford to pay for repatriation.
Along with the ill and the dying come the newborn. Beside the new mother I met in the
San José de Maicao hospital were numerous other pregnant Venezuelan women who were unable
to give birth in Zulia’s hospitals, which often cannot perform a caesarean-style delivery, and which
292

are now charging patients in dollars for surgical gloves, gauze pads, anaesthetic and other medical
gear. The government is supposed to provide such items – indeed, all health care – for free in
Venezuela. An obstetrician explains that pregnant 13- or 14-year-olds are a common sight.
'We are working blind', says the doctor. About 80 per cent of Venezuelan women have no
passport, and the poorer young women coming here are even less likely to have one. The lack of
affordable prenatal care in Venezuela means that most reach the hospital in La Guajira without the
vital information such checkups provide about the general health of mother and baby.
Responding to the Flight
La Guajira cannot cope with all the stranded Venezuelans’ demands. Until it is able to offer
adequate employment, the black market will continue to flourish – and the attendant violence to
rise – in trochas such as those around Paraguachón.
At the same time, the scale of the economic calamity in Venezuela – where
dollarisation and the scrapping of import and price controls have benefited only a tiny
minority in Caracas – means that Venezuelans will continue to arrive in La Guajira without
the money to travel any farther. Until Venezuela’s government and opposition make
progress toward a negotiated settlement that allows the economy to stabilise, foreign donors
should step up their investment in health care and social services for migrants and refugees.
Colombian government figures indicate that outsiders have given $397 million to tackle the
Venezuelan migration crisis over the past two years, even though the UN emergency call for
2019 alone asked for nearly twice that sum. Of the total, the EU and European countries
have contributed 44 per cent, of which 11 per cent comes from EU donations.
Life is harsh in La Guajira, and that affects everyone – not just the Venezuelan
newcomers. Donors should help make the above services available to Colombian residents
as well. If international aid serves the Venezuelans alone, the Colombians could react with
xenophobic outrage, feeling that they are being treated as second-class citizens in their own
country.
Until conditions improve for migrants, refugees and residents, violent crime will
continue to afflict the border area. An uncontrolled frontier with no cooperation between
security forces is a bonanza for organised crime and an ordeal for the defenceless. The two
countries could doubtless contain the criminality far more effectively if they could find a way
to mend the bilateral relations that they severed early last year. No amount of diplomatic
point scoring can justify the pain that all these people are suffering."
In Colombia, where large numbers of Indigenous leaders and environmental activists
have been killed in the last few years, Two Embara Leaders were killed in their homes, and
two other Embara were wounded, during a quarantine, Some days after Indigenous
organizations had called a ceasefire (Colombia: Embara Leaders Murdered During Quarantine,"
Cultural Survival Quarterly, June 2020).
Eoin Higgins, "'It Was—Then as Now—Clearly a Coup': NYT Finally Gets Around to
Reporting OAS Fraud Election Claims in Bolivia Were Bogus: "For those paying close attention
to the 2019 election, there was never any doubt that the OAS' claims of fraud were bogus,'"
Common Dreams, June 8, 2020, https://www.commondreams.org/news/2020/06/08/it-was-thennow-clearly-coup-nyt-finally-gets-around-reporting-oas-fraud-election?cdorigin=rss&utm_term=AO&utm_campaign=Daily%20Newsletter&utm_content=email&utm_so
urce=Daily%20Newsletter&utm_medium=Email, reported, "More than seven months after
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claims of fraudulent elections sparked an undemocratic coup that led to the ouster of
Bolivian President Evo Morales, the New York Times late Sunday reported on new research
showing the U.S.-led Organization of American States used flawed data and analysis to
support its widely cited contention the voting was rigged."
Edson Krenak Naknanuk, "How Covid-19 Is Impacting Indigenous Peoples in Brazil,"
Cultural Survival, May 01, 2020, https://www.culturalsurvival.org/news/how-covid-19impacting-indigenous-peoples-brazil, Reported, Brazil is home to 63 percent of the Amazon
rainforest peoples and is the country most affected by the new coronavirus in Latin America.
Many Indigenous Peoples in Brazil live in remote communities. They are at a higher risk of
serious infection from COVID-19 because most of them live in distant areas with limited
transport, lack of access to healthcare, food supply, and with obstacles to communication
such as poor internet and unreliable electricity. The healthcare structure also is a struggle
and intensifies the pandemic threat for Indigenous communities.
Some Indigenous people live close enough to cities and are visited by outsiders. Living in
proximity or not, they all have to travel to small towns for education, healthcare, food, and other
necessities. The number of those infected with COVID-19 is increasing. This article focuses
on Amazonia and highlights some good work done by Indigenous healthcare officers, leaders,
and supporters.
Amazonia: An alarming situation
The situation is alarming. Forty-five percent of Indigenous Peoples in Brazil live in the
north of the country, where the most populated state, Amazonas, and its capital, Manaus, the
largest Northern city, is home to 15,000-20,000 Indigenous people and more than 53 Indigenous
languages are spoken. Manaus is now one of the most affected by the novel Coronavirus
COVID-19. The health system has collapsed with an increase of 36 percent of cases per day
and the deaths of more than one hundred daily as of April 20. The first deaths of Indigenous
people from the virus also occurred in Amazonas. A 15-year-old Yanomami boy, and a writer and
health agent Aldevan Baniwa, 45, of the Baniwa Peoples. The ones who study (it is the beginning
of the school year in Brazil) and work in the cities, like Aldevan Baniwa, are oriented not to go
back to their villages, creating a new situation in need for assistance and support.
The SESAI, the State health agency for Indigenous Peoples, employs many Indigenous
nurses and a few Indigenous doctors to assist and offer more than healthcare, but also food,
and news from the city and hygiene products when available. Some Indigenous health agents
gave first-hand accounts of the situation of Indigenous Peoples who have been successful in
protecting their communities. Zuleica Tiago Terena is an Indigenous nurse who coordinates the
work for the SESAI in 15 villages in Mato Grosso do Sul. When asked how they are fighting the
coronavirus, she stated:
'In our villages, we are protecting our people by erecting physical barriers and
sanitation barriers to prevent strangers, tourists, missionaries, anthropologies, and other
people from visiting us. We have regular educational talks and activities with the community.
The local leaders responsible for those actions have the support from SESAI staff. The
families or workers that had to go out and came back from travel, are isolated in quarantine. There
is a healthcare technician who usually lives in the village and is responsible for monitoring those
families. I’m responsible for 15 villages, and not all of them have a local healthcare technician. It
would be great if we had at least one per village. The larger villages really need healthcare workers.
We do our best here. We are proud of our work for our people. What I see in the State of Amazonas
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is chaos, a collapse at all levels, in the city, State, Federal, and Indigenous healthcare systems.
There is a complex problem because the Indigenous villages in Amazonia are near to each other,
and the Indigenous workers work with different tribes in the city then go back home. I don’t think
that the isolation policy is clear or has been taken seriously in Amazonas. Now, they are hardest
hit by the Coronavirus in the north and northeast of Brazil. We need leaders, and stronger
leadership among, and for Indigenous Peoples.'
In the north of the country, in Roraima, Indigenous physician, Onaldo Sena from Kaxinawa
Peoples, works for DSEI - Special Indigenous Health Agency, which is a decentralized
management unit of the Indigenous Health Care Subsystem (SasiSUS). DSEI is a model
service oriented towards a well-defined dynamic, geographic, population, and administrative
ethnocultural space, however in the entire country they count only with 34 offices to attend
almost 980,000 Indigenous from 416 ethnicities, in more than 6,238 villages.
Sena spoke of the situation of Indigenous people in his area:
'I work in a healthcare unit responsible for more than 50,000 Indigenous people from 7
different ethnic groups. Our patients are from isolated, urban, and suburban areas. The
communities that live in the hills are aware of the situation and they are blocking visitors as
much as they can, but the problem is they are so afraid that even the healthcare professionals
cannot visit them and offer assistance. Scared, some groups are completely closed, in a real
lockdown. Indigenous Peoples are part of those at high risk. We are facing an increasing
problem of illegal mining and land invaders in our lands in general. The media is reporting all
the time about this horrible situation. There is no global and unified message to Indigenous
Peoples. But there is a technical note to orient us, health care staff. Because of the lack of personal
protection equipment and other basic materials, we cannot do much. Before attending any
emergency or request, we have to stay in quarantine, and other problems arise. The State
must do more, especially, with information, education, and orientation. A coordinated action
between agencies and organizations is necessary. Our communities are blocking visitors and
staying safe.'
The Amazonia state is very often discussed, but the other Indigenous regions feel
abandoned. Radio Yandê and other Indigenous media gathered Indigenous leaders and
listeners to discuss the problem, raising awareness, and orienting. But This is not enough.
The media every day informs while the problem increases in the country, it is also escalating
among Indigenous Peoples. The Jornal do Brasil, a national newspaper reported on April
24, that leaders of Indigenous Peoples in the Amazon asked for international humanitarian
aid in the face of abandonment and the risk they face in the midst of the new coronavirus
pandemic.
'There are no doctors in our communities, there are no protective materials for this
pandemic (...) There is no support in the food issue,' said José Gregorio Díaz from the
coordination of Indigenous Organizations in the Amazon Basin (COICA) in the Jornal do Brasil.
COICA brings together the nine countries that share the largest tropical forest in the world. Other
sources are reporting that COVID-19 cases among Indigenous people have grown more than
700 percent in the last five days. On April 25, the ISA monitoring system reported 85
confirmed cases and 7 deaths. A study, 'Demographic and Infrastructure Vulnerability Analysis
of Covid-19 Indigenous Lands' published on April 24, by researchers from four universities Unicamp, USP, UFF e UFRJ, affirms that out of the 34 DSEIs there are six that have the
highest degree of vulnerability, all in the Amazon region. High-risk Indigenous
populations include:Alto Rio Negro (AM) - 19,099 people; Yanomami (RR) - 25,972;
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Xavante (MT) - 19,213; Xingu (MT) - 6,704; Kaiapó do Pará (PA) - 4,559; Tapajós River
(PA) - 6,074. The study also released a map to track and visualize those problems.
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The researchers also point out the importance of the participation of Indigenous
organizations in the planning and implementing preventive actions against the COVID-19. “They
are the main actors, not just subjects of prevention programs. It is people who do all kinds of
prevention that they consider appropriate after obtaining all the information about COVID-19. So,
any action to improve and mitigate the vulnerability of Indigenous lands to the disease has to be
done and acted out together with Indigenous organizations,” the study concludes.
Increasing the danger: invisibility and deprivation
Because of structural problems and lack of resources the SESAI decided to not offer
medical care to Indigenous people with COVID-19 symptoms in urban areas, only if they are
in the Indigenous territory putting communities at risk. More than 300,000 Indigenous
peoples live, work or study in the cities. Infected Indigenous individuals in the cities are not
counted in the numbers of epidemiological monitoring organisms. This fact increases
substantially the invisibility of Indigenous Peoples during this pandemic time.
Indigenous Peoples are the crucial keepers of biodiversity, a role recognized by the
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC), a UN group of experts on climate change.
Amazonia is an area that contains an estimated 200 billion tons of carbon. Indigenous ways of
natural resource management are successful. The rate of deforestation on Indigenous lands is less
than half that recorded in other areas, but these communities are threatened by illegal activities
and
large
agricultural
projects
promoted
by
governments.
Indigenous Peoples have faced threats like this before with devastating consequences for
many relatives. The impacts of COVID-19 are unprecedented and terrifying because due lands and
resources depletion, Indigenous people cannot now flee and escape into their territories. Some
depend on the State, and many communities live in poverty and near the cities.
To lessen the emotional suffering, I end this article with a poem. Imagination has a clear
path to save us in these times, moving us towards actions.
There is a valley of bones, old white bones, sighing bits of life...
And the birds dare to work out there... yearning over the valley
chasing a dirty urubu who scares the humans
everybody looks when a cricked rustled
through the bones reminding them that
Life
is breaking through laughing"
"Davi Yanomami warns uncontacted Yanomami in Brazil 'could soon be exterminated,'”
Survival International, March 24, 2020, https://www.survivalinternational.org/news/12361,
reported, "Davi Kopenawa, a Yanomami leader and shaman has made an urgent statement
warning that a group of uncontacted Yanomami 'could soon be exterminated' if the
Brazilian authorities do not act now to remove goldminers working illegally on the tribe’s
land.
He says the group, known as the Moxihatatea, are in grave danger: 'They have fled
many times. But now, they can no longer run away and are surrounded by violent miners
who wanted to take revenge by shooting at them with shotguns.
'I am very concerned. Perhaps they will soon be exterminated… The miners will
undoubtedly destroy them all by killing them with their shotguns and their illnesses, their malaria,
their pneumonia.'
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The statement was delivered before the coronavirus pandemic hit the headlines; the
virus hugely adds to the danger posed by thousands of outsiders inside the Yanomami
territory.
Davi highlights the risks posed to other uncontacted Yanomami communities who are also
at great risk from the miners: 'We are very worried about what might happen to them. They are the
ones who truly care for the forest. It is the Moxihatetea and all the other uncontacted peoples
of the Amazon who still look after the last forest.'
He made the appeal during the recent UN Human Rights Council session in Geneva.
Asking the UN to put pressure on the Brazilian government, he declared: 'My people must be
able to live in peace and in good health, because they live in their own home. We are in our home
in the forest! The outsiders cannot destroy our home, otherwise it will not end well for the world.
We take care of the forest for everyone, not just for the Yanomami and uncontacted peoples. We
work with our shamans, who know these things well and have wisdom that comes from contact
with the Earth. The UN needs to speak to the authorities in Brazil so that they remove –
immediately – the prospectors from our forest who are encircling the uncontacted peoples and
everyone else.'
The Yanomami territory, the largest indigenous reserve in Brazil, was recognised by the
Brazilian government in 1992. However it has been frequently targeted by goldminers since the
1980s. They have introduced diseases such as flu, measles, pneumonia and malaria against which
the tribe has little or no immunity. Many Indians have died as a result.
Hutukara, the Yanomami association estimates there are some 20,000 goldminers working
illegally in the territory today, despite recent efforts by the authorities to destroy mining camps
and close off the rivers to dredges and river traffic.
The miners continue to spread fatal diseases and destroy the forest, streams and river
beds. They use mercury to separate gold which leaches into the aquatic system poisoning the
fish and rivers on which the Yanomami rely.
This catastrophic situation was highlighted in two recent scientific studies which
showed that in some communities located near the mining camps up to 90% of Yanomami
have dangerously high levels of mercury in their bodies. The effects of mercury poisoning
will have devastating consequences for their survival and quality of life.
Health care in the territory is at best precarious and in some regions almost nonexistent since the Bolsonaro government terminated the agreement with Cuban doctors who
were delivering vital health care to remote regions in Brazil.
In 2017 FUNAI, the government’s indigenous affairs agency, closed down five of its
17 protection posts which monitored and protected uncontacted tribes’ land, including the
base near the Moxihatatea.
This act of criminal irresponsibility exposes these highly vulnerable peoples to even more
violence and disease. FUNAI is reportedly rebuilding its base near the Moxihatatea, but
there are fears this will take a long time.
If the authorities do not act now to expel all goldminers and protect the Yanomami territory
the consequences will be disastrous for all the Yanomami, and especially the Moxihatatea and
other uncontacted communities.
The Right Livelihood Foundation, Survival International and 36 Right Livelihood
laureates recently sent a letter to Brazil’s minister of justice urging him take urgent measure
to protect the Yanomami people and their land.
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Davi delivered his statement at a side event on the serious situation of uncontacted tribes
in Brazil with the Arns Commission and the Socio-environmental Institute – ISA on 3 March in
Geneva: Read the full statement at: https://www.socioambiental.org/pt-br/noticiassocioambientais/davi-kopenawa-sobre-isolados-estou-muito-preocupado-talvez-em-breveestarao-exterminados."
Edson Krenak Naknanuk, "After a Recent Victory, Indigenous Peoples Face Many Legal
Battles in Brazil, Cultural Survival, May 26, 2020, https://www.culturalsurvival.org/news/afterrecent-victory-indigenous-peoples-face-many-legal-battles-brazil, reported, "Since the 1988
adoption of Brazil’s Constitution, Indigenous Peoples have fought many battles for their
rights. Their victories include the subsequent demarcation of nearly half of their lands;
enactment of Law 11,645 of 2008 which mandates inclusion of Indigenous culture and history
in the national educational curriculum (https://www.scielo.br/scielo.php?pid=S010132622019000300321&script=sci_arttext); acknowledgment of Indigenous Peoples’ rights to
primary education in their native languages; and the growing awareness of Indigenous rights
(from the UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, ILO 169, etc.). These
achievements are the result of intense social and political mobilization both within and
beyond Indigenous communities.
However, the progress Indigenous Peoples have made is now severely threatened.
During his electoral campaign, Jair Bolsonaro promised that he would not demarcate 'an
inch more of Indigenous land.' He fulfilled this promise on his first day in office by
suspending all demarcations in-process. Since then, President Bolsonaro has implemented a
series of public policies that roll back Indigenous rights. He changed environmental laws,
created administrative norms and bills that undermine Indigenous rights and threaten their
territories, thereby undermining Indigenous Peoples’ exemplary practices that protect
forests and other biomes, such as the Amazon and cerrado. Bolsonaro’s ideas and discourse
encourage illegal actions against Indigenous lands and peoples, inciting land grabbing and
invasions into Indigenous territories and increasing violence. Bolsonaro erroneously claims
that non-Indigenous farmers, mining companies, and other groups have applied for permits
to allow them to exploit areas they see as 'unused', however nearly 94% of these so-called
'unused' areas are located within legally demarcated Indigenous territories. Granting access
to these lands (https://g1.globo.com/fantastico/noticia/2020/05/10/terra-indigena-na-amazoniatem-94percent-de-area-declarada-por-fazendeiros-aponta-greenpeace.ghtml), if permits are
approved, violates Indigenous Peoples constitutionally guaranteed rights.
Among Bolsonaro's most alarming decisions was, in February 2020 an appointment of a
missionary, Ricardo Dias Lopes, as the head of the division within FUNAI (National Indian
Foundation) that is responsible for protecting and monitoring isolated and recently contacted
Indigenous Tribes (CGIIRC).
A Big Victory
Following strong pressure from Indigenous Peoples and Indigenous associations, including
Indigenous Christians, NGOs, anthropologists, and Brazil’s Federal Public Prosecutor (MPF), the
Federal Appellate Court (TRF1) not only reviewed Bolsonaro's decision to appoint Dias Lopes but
voided it.
Judge Antonio Souza Prudente, who ordered the annulment, stated that, because the
missionary nominee has already adopted positions that violate the rights of isolated Indigenous
Peoples, it is essential to prohibit 'the adoption of measures that may clash with fundamental
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guarantees, especially those that ensure Indigenous Peoples the right to self-determination under
the terms of the Federal Constitution and ILO Convention 169 on Indigenous and Tribal Peoples.'
Indigenous organizations, the Brazilian Anthropological Association, as well as lawyers
from the Federal Public Prosecutor’s office argued that reversing Brazil’s policy of refraining
from forcing contact upon Peoples in voluntary isolation, as well as recently contacted Peoples,
poses a serious risk of genocide.
The Fiercest Battle Ahead
The next morning after the annulment of the FUNAI appointment, a tougher battle broke
out. Bolsonaro is pulling out all the stops to pass bill 910/2020, which he has been pushing
since December 2019. If passed, this law would open more than 40,000 square miles of
Indigenous Territory to mining operations, land grabbing, illegal lodgers, large
monoculture agribusiness, and cattle farms. This law would allow for massive deforestation
of the Amazon.
On May 21, 2020, the Supreme Court released a shocking video recording of a ministerial
meeting that took place in April. In the video, the Minister of the Environment reveals his plan
to, with the president's approval, relax the nation’s environmental laws. He states, 'Let's
enjoy the pandemic and open the gate for oxen and approve our laws for using the Amazon.'
Reuters journalist Jake Spring, wrote a story about the revelation with this headline: 'Brazil
minister calls for environmental deregulation while public distracted by COVID
(https://www.reuters.com/article/us-brazil-politics-environment/brazil-minister-calls-forenvironmental-deregulation-while-public-distracted-by-covid-idUSKBN22Y30Y).'
As a presidential initiative, Bolsonaro’s bill 910/2020 would be temporary, effective
only for three months. Congressional representatives who support the bill, however, have
renamed it. It is now Proposed Bill 2633/2020. Rather than lapsing, after three months, if
passed as a Congressional bill, it would become permanent law. The Brazilian Congress is
expected to vote on it in the coming days.
It is disturbing that, in the face of Brazil’s worsening COVID-19 pandemic and the
nation’s systematic abandonment of Indigenous Peoples, Congress and the President are
rushing ahead on projects of immense impact without listening to all of the sectors that have
a stake in this legislation and without seeking to understand the bill’s socio-environmental
consequences and impacts on Indigenous rights. Congress is acting this without public
oversight and in the absence of public debate, exploiting the fact all Brazilians are fighting
the coronavirus pandemic. International pressure is needed to stop these actions on the part of the
president and the national congress."
"The Ashaninka People in Brazil, whose territory was demarcated two decades
earlier, won a $3 million reparation, April 1, 2020. from a lumber company that had
committed depredations on their land decades ago (Brazil: Ashaninka Win Reparations from
Extractive Industry," Cultural Survival Quarterly, June 2020).
"'The doors are now open': indigenous people denounce missionaries targeting uncontacted
tribes," Survival International, March 11, 2020, "Missionaries targeting uncontacted tribes in
Brazil have announced that they will shortly start using a helicopter to convert previously
unreachable tribes.

302

Key indigenous organizations and leaders in Brazil have angrily denounced the move,
as well as the appointment of a fundamentalist missionary, Ricardo Lopes Dias, to head the
government department that protects uncontacted tribes’ territories.
Mr. Lopes Dias worked for years for one of the world’s largest evangelical missionary
groups, the New Tribes Mission (NTM), in Brazil’s Javari Valley, home to the greatest
concentration of uncontacted tribes anywhere in the world.
The NTM (now re-branded as Ethnos360 in the US) has openly fundraised to buy a
helicopter to target tribes in the region. They have said: 'This new helicopter flight program will
enable Ethnos360 Aviation to serve all our current missionaries in the region and open the door to
reach ten additional people groups living in extreme isolation.'
The NTM is notorious for openly advocating the forced contact of uncontacted tribes.
It helped organize “manhunts” in Paraguay in the 1970s and 80s in which uncontacted
Ayoreo people were captured and brought out of the forest: several people were killed in
these encounters, and many others died of disease afterwards.
The head of the Brazilian branch of the NTM has said that, 'There has to be a policy of
approaching these peoples [uncontacted tribes].'
Indigenous leaders in the Javari Valley have denounced the NTM’s plans as “a genocidal
onslaught.” They describe the joint intention of the missionaries and government as being to “open
the doors” of indigenous territories.
Survival International’s Uncontacted Tribes campaign coordinator, Sarah Shenker, said
today: 'It’s now clear that there’s been a conscious decision by the Brazilian government to
open up indigenous territories to evangelical missionaries, as a key step in the takeover of
their lands and the exploitation of their gold, minerals, timber and other resources. If it’s not
stopped, many tribes will be wiped out.'
Beto Marubo, an indigenous leader from the Javari Valley, said: “The NTM in Brazil
destroyed our social organization, our peaceful coexistence. Differences arose, and the world
which we’d known for millennia was dismantled…. Missionary activities will mean the total loss
of the last uncontacted peoples in the Javari Valley.”
Matsés people from the Javari said: “Mr. Ricardo never had permission to come to our village. He
manipulated part of the Matsés population in order to build a new village…. The leaders tried to
go to this new village to open up a dialogue but they were violently expelled. Mr. Ricardo took
advantage of the Matsés, and appropriated our culture. We do not want new abuses, so we will not
allow Mr. Ricardo to enter our land."
Dozens of Right Livelihood Award laureates recently signed a joint letter denouncing Mr.
Lopes Dias’s appointment: “His evangelical past raises grave concerns about the security of
isolated tribes from external interference and that he may overturn Brazil’s landmark policy of not
forcing contact with uncontacted tribes.”
Stephen Corry, Director of Survival International, said today: 'The NTM has a record of
manhunts and contacts leading to death and disease, sex abuse in its schools, and bringing in deadly
epidemics. It enforces a narrow view of religion which wouldn’t be recognized by many
Christians. These are the last people who should be anywhere near uncontacted tribes, and putting
one in ‘charge’ of them is grotesque and criminal. The intention is clearly to remove the Indians
once and for all.'”
"Survival: Removal of top missionary official in Brazil is major blow for Bolsonaro,"
Survival International, May 22, 2020, https://survivalinternational.org/news/12398, reported, "A
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judge’s ruling today that has removed a controversial missionary from a top government
position is a major blow to President Bolsonaro, according to a statement from Survival
International.
Ricardo Lopes Dias, an evangelical missionary and former member of the New Tribes
Mission/Ethnos 360, was appointed head of the Uncontacted Indians’ Unit of the Indigenous
Affairs Agency (FUNAI) in February.
The appointment was hugely controversial, and was described at the time by
Survival’s Sarah Shenker as “ like putting the fox in charge of the hen house. ” Evangelical
missionaries have re-doubled their efforts to contact uncontacted tribes under President
Bolsonaro, who is pushing legislation to open up their lands to commercial exploitation, and
has strong evangelical support.
Now a judge has ruled that Lopes Dias’s appointment was unlawful, and he has been
removed from office with immediate effect. Judge Antonio Souza Prudente said in his ruling:
'The appointment was 'a clear conflict of interest' and a 'great risk to the policy of no forced contact
with [uncontacted indigenous] peoples… and the principle of self-determination.'
Beto Marubo of the indigenous organization UNIVAJA said today: 'The indigenous
peoples of the Javari Valley knew that putting a missionary in charge of the Uncontacted Indians’
unit was harmful, and hope this decision won’t be appealed.'
The public prosecutors’ office who brought the case said today: 'We had access to
documents signed by international missionary organizations to which Ricardo Lopes Dias is
connected that prove the involvement of the New Tribes Mission of Brazil, to which he belonged
for ten years, in a plan to make forced contacts and evangelize uncontacted tribes.'
Sarah Shenker, head of Survival’s Uncontacted Tribes campaign, said this evening: 'This
is a huge victory for the campaign to defend uncontacted tribes’ land. Lopes Dias’s appointment
was effectively a declaration of war against their right to the protection of their territories, and the
right to remain uncontacted if that is what they want.
'It was a key part of Bolsonaro’s explicit policy to destroy the country’s indigenous
peoples – to dismantle the teams that protect their territories, and sell off their lands to loggers,
miners and ranchers.
'Uncontacted tribes currently protect vast areas of resource-rich, highly biodiverse forest.
Under Lopes Dias, all of it was in danger of being opened up, first to evangelical missionaries,
then to big business. That would very likely have led to whole tribes being wiped out. Now there’s
a glimmer of hope that that won’t happen.
'It’s a massive victory for the campaign to get Lopes Dias removed. Indigenous
organizations in Brazil have led the charge, Survival has broadcast their campaign around the
world and lobbied the authorities for months, and supporters have sent 10,000 emails. Hopefully
Bolsonaro will get the message that if he carries on with his genocidal agenda, he can expect
resistance at every step'.”
"Land-grabbers, loggers, and miners don't self-isolate," Amazon Watch, May 6, 2020,
https://amazonwatch.org/news/2020/0506-justice-forarbildo?utm_source=Amazon+Watch+Newsletter+and+Updates&utm_campaign=fd47c6d17f2019-07-29bolsonaros_deadly_brazil_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_e6f929728bfd47c6d17f-342254273&mc_cid=fd47c6d17f&mc_eid=8769095ac1,
reported,
"Arbildo
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Meléndez Grandes is the latest indigenous leader of the Peruvian Amazon to be murdered
for defending his indigenous territory.
He was a defender of his community – demanding that the government provide a land title
– and had received death threats from land-grabbers and narco-traffickers who wanted to control
the same territory.
Arbildo's killing is just the most recent of at least nine indigenous leaders who have
been murdered in the Peruvian Amazon since 2013. The responsible parties are often land
invaders, miners, illegal loggers, and other mafias."
"Indigenous Communities in The Amazon Fight Battle on Two Fronts With COVID,
Extractive
Industry,"
Cultural
Survival,
April
15,
2020,
https://derechos.culturalsurvival.org/radio-spotssearch/field_radio_series/Defendiendo%20Territorio%20Ind%C3%ADgena%20con%20Estrateg
ias%20de%20la%20Base%20en%20Perú%20-39/language/es, reported, "Quechua, Achuar,
Kukuma, and Kichwa communities of Peru’s Loreto region in the Amazon rainforest have
been fighting against oil contamination in their territories for nearly 50 years. Argentine oil
company Pluspetrol began extracting oil in 2000, and although it committed to cleaning
up the oil spills caused by the companies that preceded it, it both ignored that promise and
proceeded to further devastate the land, plants, waters, animals, and human communities of
the region.
Now, the communities are filing a complaint with the Organisation for Economic
Cooperation and Development (OECD). Apu Aurelio Chino, traditionally elected leader of
tens of thousands in the Peruvian Amazon, and president of the Indigenous
federation FEDIQUEP, traveled to the Netherlands in March 2020 to “[accuse] Pluspetrol of
contravening OECD guidelines by using ‘artificial tax avoidance structures and strategies’,
impacting the 'human rights of the local Indigenous population[.]' The OECD has clear
guidelines for corporations, and the complaint serves as a request for the entity to “examine
Pluspetrol’s social policy and to mediate between the communities and the company so that
the company takes its responsibility and cleans up the pollution in the rainforest.”
As Apu Aurelio returned home to Peru, the extent of the international spread of
Coronavirus was just making itself clear. Upon arrival to Peru, the he was tested by the Ministry
of Health for COVID-19 and tested positive, despite displaying no symptoms. 'On my return from
Holland, they gave me a test in Lima. I went on to Tarapoto, and two days later they communicated
that I had covid-19 but was asymptomatic. Following the recommendations from the health
officials, I passed through a period of quarantine with no issues, following which the result was
negative,' shared Apu Aurelio Chino in an email to Cultural Survival. He has since been waiting
in Tarapoto for the green light to return home to his community in the Peruvian Amazon. Still, the
leader has been met with racist remarks across social media.
Indigenous communities across the world are facing unique challenges to COVID
prevention, as many struggle with under-resourced community health clinics, high levels of
pre-existing conditions, poverty and malnutrition, and difficult access to urgent care. Despite
closures and calls for isolation, many communities are still forced to deal with ongoing
extractive industry on their lands. Deemed “essential business” this has included ongoing
construction of the KXL pipeline in the United States, highway expansion in the Brazilian
Amazon, and ongoing oil extraction and contamination in Apu Aurelio’s home communities.
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The effort by Indigenous federations in Peru to involve the Organisation for Economic
Cooperation and Development follows decades of political, social, legal, and environmental
actions to invoke their right to Free, Prior and Informed Consent related to extractive projects and
demands that oil companies be held accountable for the contamination they have wrought. These
actions include advocating at the United Nations, peaceful protest on site at the oil wells, and many
domestic legal battles.
Since 2005, Pluspetrol contaminated close to 2000 sites with both oil spills and intentional
disposal of 'production waters' contaminated with toxins. The production waters are estimated to
amount to three billion barrels. Pluspetrol, whose concession to extract oil in these sites ended in
2015, was only one of many companies who have contributed to the environmental and cultural
destruction since 1971, when oil extraction began. A 2018 study found that out of 1,138
community members tested, 57% had blood lead levels that surpassed the international standard,
while nearly a third had excessive arsenic and lead levels.
In 2014, Cultural Survival visited Nuevo Andoas, a community on the Pastaza River in the
Peruvian Amazon, as part of a cultural exchange between the Quechua communities there and
Maya Q’eqchi communities in Guatemala. Our full-length radio documentary in Spanish includes
interviews with Indigenous environmental monitors, an environmental engineer, and oil company
representatives. More Spanish-language radio content on their struggle for land and rights at:
https://derechos.culturalsurvival.org/radio-spotssearch/field_radio_series/Defendiendo%20Territorio%20Ind%C3%ADgena%20con%20Estrateg
ias%20de%20la%20Base%20en%20Perú%20-39/language/es.
Cultural Survival joins the call by Indigenous Peoples for an immediate moratorium on any
activity that includes the entering of foreign persons into Indigenous territories. Further exposure
of Indigenous people to COVID-19 must be prevented to avoid extremely detrimental impact."
Amazon
Watch
reported
by
E-mail,
May
20,
2020,
https://amazonwatch.org/news/2020/0520-oxygen-for-ucayali-the-global-crises-exposed-bycovid19?utm_source=Amazon+Watch+Newsletter+and+Updates&utm_campaign=60253143ed-201907-29-bolsonaros_deadly_brazil_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_e6f929728b60253143ed-342254273&mc_cid=60253143ed&mc_eid=8769095ac1, "Recently, "Oxygen for
Ucayali" has been the rallying cry on social media by a group of Shipibo and Ashaninka
indigenous leaders and activists. Disaster capitalists across Peru are taking advantage of the
crisis to vastly increase the price of a cylinder of oxygen, pushing an already inaccessible
resource fully out of reach for indigenous peoples with the virus.
Indigenous leaders of the Ucayali region of the Peruvian Amazon are demanding that
the Peruvian government undertake a more effective and rapid response to the Amazonian
communities dealing with high rates of COVID-19. Like many health systems around the
world, the Peruvian system is collapsing and unprepared to address the health of its people,
but above all the health of indigenous peoples.
On May 12th, due to a lack of oxygen supply in the clinic, Silvio Vallés, the ShipiboConibo Mayor of Masisea in Ucayali, died from complications of COVID-19. The government
authorities' lack of response and the outrageous increase in the cost of oxygen has led to the deaths
of at least 45 Shipibo-Conibo people.
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Our Amazon Defenders Fund was founded on the principle that philanthropy needs to be
responsive to needs on the ground. Our fund is often the last line of defense and support, stepping
in to fill a funding need like in Ucayali."
A court in Loreto, Peru ordered the suspension of extractive activities in the
protective zone Peru is establishing around 98 percent of the territory of the Yavarai Tapiche
and Sierra del Divisor Occidental in the northern portion of Peruvian Amazon along the Border
with Brazil ("Peru: Historic Legal Victory for Indigenous Communities," Cultural Survival
Quarterly, March 2020).
"Indigenous Organizations in Ecuador Step Up in Face of Oil Spills, COVID, And
Government
Inaction,"
Cultural
Survival,
May
21,
2020,
https://www.culturalsurvival.org/news/indigenous-organizations-ecuador-step-face-oil-spillscovid-and-government-inaction, reported, "It has become clear that Indigenous Peoples across
the world are suffering disproportionately during the current COVID-19 pandemic, and one
example of this can be seen in Ecuador. As of May 13, the small equatorial nation has
reported 30,486 confirmed cases of COVID-19 since the first case was recorded at the end of
February. Ecuador has not handled the situation well, with the virus reaching even the
Secoya, or Siekopai, a small Indigenous community of about 700 living in the Sucumbíos
province. While COVID-19 cases in Ecuador continue to rise, this is not always demonstrated
in the numbers, as many individuals and especially those living remotely are not tested at all,
and therefore not recorded as COVID-19 cases or deaths. On April 17, 2020, the Alliance for
Human Rights Ecuador released a statement warning of the spread of the virus on
Indigenous lands, citing the death of two adults, but the government did not pay much
attention; by the time the community was tested, one-third of the 42 tests conducted came
back positive.
However, at the same time, Indigenous communities within Ecuador have been faced
with a severe environmental disaster. On April 7, 2020, there was an oil spill from the TransEcuadorian pipeline system, flooding approximately 15,800 barrels of oil into Ecuador’s
waterways and affecting around 2500 Indigenous families living near the river. Now, there
is no water access for drinking, cooking, or washing hands. Hólger Gallo (Panduyaku), who
lives on the Coca River, told El Comerciothat it is still contaminated, telling of how “many of my
friends removed dead fish” from the water. Marcia Andi, president of the Kichwa Mushuk Llacta
community, shared a similar sentiment: “families, grandparents, women on the banks are short on
food, they have nowhere to bathe, they have nowhere to get water to drink.” Although Ecuador
and the oil companies are providing some potable water to the affected communities, it is nowhere
near enough.
The spill complicates the already massive threats to health experienced by Indigenous
communities in Ecuador due to COVID-19. On May 4, the Confederation of Indigenous
Nationalities of Ecuador, (CONAIE) lodged a public complaint regarding the Ministry of Public
Health’s lack of containment plan for COVID-19 in the Siekopai community, and has submitted a
request to the Interamerican Commission on Human Rights for interim measures to be taken during
the pandemic. CONAIE is Ecuador’s largest Indigenous organization which represents the
country’s 14 Indigenous Peoples: the Tsáchila, Chachi, Epera, Awa, Quichua, Shuar, Achuar,
Shiwiar, Cofán, Siona, Secoya, Zápara, Andoa y Waorani, Afro-Ecuadorians.
On the ground, CONAIE has been providing food and mask kits to affected
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communities, created visual materials on coronavirus prevention in multiple languages,
including Spanish, Ashuar, A’Ingae, Paikoka, and Kichwa and is organizing with partners
to carry out medical brigades to communities. 'We will continue to make our best effort to get
to the most remote areas, where the government is simply not present and does not provide
solutions. As organizations we have had to practice self-reliance to confront this most grave
situation that afflicts us as Amazonians,' shared CONAIE.
Indigenous communities in Ecuador are facing not only one, but two disasters. As such,
the work of organizations like CONAIE is needed more than ever. Cultural Survival reaffirms our
support and collaboration with the indigenous peoples of Ecuador, and all the work CONAIE is
doing. We urge the Ecuadorian government to invest in supporting Indigenous communities in the
face of the COVID-19 pandemic with strategies relevant to their needs and cultural diversity.
Cultural Survival supported CONAIE with a grant from our Keepers of the Earth Fund in
2020 after State response to protests and social movements in Ecuador led to the detention of
several Indigenous leaders in October 2019. Our grant enabled CONAIE to organize a series of
meetings between Indigenous leaders across Ecuador on strategizing for Indigenous rights and will
help mobilize legal support for the release of Indigenous leaders arrested during the protests. In
April, a portion of the funds from this grant were repurposed to enable COVID-19 response."
ICG, "A Major Step Toward Ending South Sudan’s Civil War," Statement / Africa 25
February 2020, https://www.crisisgroup.org/africa/horn-africa/south-sudan/major-step-towardending-south-sudans-civilwar?utm_source=Sign+Up+to+Crisis+Group%27s+Email+Updates&utm_campaign=c10bf8229
9-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2020_02_25_04_21&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_1dab8c11eac10bf82299-359871089, commented, "After months of delays and deadlock, bitter rivals Salva
Kiir and Riek Machar finally clinched an agreement to form a unity government in South
Sudan. Regional leaders must now maintain pressure on both men and other conflict parties
to keep the fragile deal on track.
On 22 February, Riek Machar and other opposition leaders were sworn in as vice presidents
in a new South Sudan unity government. This step came as part of a deal aimed at ending six years
of conflict. President Salva Kiir declared the war officially over and asked for forgiveness from
his long-time archrival, Machar, who in turn pledged to work in partnership with Kiir. The unity
government’s formation, delayed twice over the last nine months amid political deadlock, is a
major advance that gives the country’s leaders a chance to build upon a ceasefire between Kiir’s
forces and Machar’s that has largely held for over a year. While the news is encouraging, South
Sudan is hardly out of the woods. Kiir and Machar – whose past attempts to share power have
foundered – will now need to work in concert to unify the national army, resolve disputes over
control of key cities and make peace with holdout rebel groups. Continued pressure from regional
leaders who played a key role in pushing the two leaders to strike a bargain will almost certainly
be critical to the new arrangement’s success.
The deal came not a moment too soon. The fragile ceasefire dating back to the
September 2018 accord that lays out a peace framework might well have started to unwind
had the parties not reached a deal by the 22 February deadline they set for themselves. A
return to fighting would have been devastating for a population that is exhausted by war and
a country that lies shattered. Even a year after the two main belligerents stopped fighting,
major towns are in ruins, emptied of most of their inhabitants. Ghost neighbourhoods stretch
on and on in settlements across the country, the homes stripped of roofs and walls caved in.
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Up to 400,000 may have died in the conflict that started in December 2013, a staggering
number in any country, but especially in one of only twelve million. Millions more were
displaced. Bringing the South Sudanese people together will require the work of generations,
but the first task is to preserve the new government’s unity.
That will be no small task. Kiir and Machar have for years been, and may always
remain, bitter political rivals. Each is under pressure from hardliners in his camp to extract as
much benefit as he can from the new government. The resulting wrangling could throw their
respective forces back into conflict. Yet there are also reasons to believe that progress is possible.
Both have shown more commitment to the peace process than in the past. That the ceasefire held
as long as it did is encouraging, as are the compromises the two rivals reached to enable the 22
February swearing-in ceremony.
One major sticking point that required compromise concerned the number and
demarcation of states within South Sudan, which has major consequences for the
distribution of power across the country. During the war, largely in an attempt to appease
demands from within his Dinka ethnic group, the country’s largest, Kiir had redrawn the
boundaries to create first 28 and then 32 states. In order to reach a deal, he agreed to revert largely
to the country’s pre-war internal boundaries, demarcating ten states and creating three
“administrative areas”, one of them new. Kiir’s change of mind required him to fire 32 governors
and reverse some of his most hotly contested gerrymandering.
To be sure, Kiir made this concession only under high-level pressure from the
Intergovernmental Authority on Development (IGAD), the regional bloc mediating the peace
deal, and, the man who by some accounts is his strongest ally, President Yoweri Museveni of
neighbouring Uganda. But that does not diminish the magnitude of the concession or its
significance to the peace process. It succeeded in breaking the deadlock, giving Machar the
political space to return to the capital Juba without losing grip of his factious coalition, some of
whose members had threatened to keep fighting if Kiir’s wartime state boundaries stayed
unchanged.
A second hurdle was finding a responsible answer to the sticky question of Machar’s
personal security in Juba. Crisis Group had previously warned that Machar should not bring his
own forces into the capital, as he did in 2016, when the two men last tried to form a unity
government under the terms of an earlier peace agreement. On that occasion, his forces clashed
with Kiir’s amid political disagreements, scuttling the peace deal and reigniting the war. In the
present context, Machar asked Kiir to allow UN peacekeepers to provide security in Juba. Kiir
refused, but regional and international pressure on Machar to compromise following Kiir’s
concession on state demarcation was successful. Machar returned to Juba without his own security
force, relying on Kiir’s personal guarantee for his safety, at least for the time being. It was a bold
move for Machar given that twice, in 2013 and again in 2016, Kiir’s forces have chased him out
of the capital.
With those two contentious issues out of the way, the parties were able to close the deal by
22 February even though they left other major sticking points – including how to speed up the
lagging unification of troops loyal to Kiir or to Machar in a single army – to be addressed as the
new government moves into action to cement the peace. Although the two leaders will no doubt
be focused for days, weeks or even longer on horse trading over who should occupy government
positions and influential governorships under the peace deal’s power-sharing formula, they cannot
afford to put aside these substantive matters for long.
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Managing the many armed groups across the country is a particularly pressing
concern. The promised army reform is a huge challenge, the first phase alone meant to bring
together 83,000 troops. While the process of melding the erstwhile antagonists into a single
force will likely last for years, fighters will be watching closely in the short term for signs of
progress. Thousands of Machar’s troops have already amassed at designated training sites near
Juba and elsewhere in anticipation of unification, but they are also a reminder of how quickly
peace could unravel if Kiir and Machar do not keep their competition in check. Also sobering is
that rival rebel commanders have refused to assemble together and that both sides have embarked
on new recruitment drives to inflate their respective ranks. In order to create needed momentum
for unification, the forces already at joint training sites should proceed to graduation and unified
deployment so that sceptics, particularly in the opposition forces, do not lose faith in the process.
The unity government will also need to work with the new governors being installed
to address long-simmering conflicts that predate this civil war, particularly over control and
inclusive governance of two major cities, Wau and Malakal. The government will also need to
reach peace deals with insurgencies that did not sign the 2018 agreement, particularly Equatorian
rebels led by Thomas Cirillo, and maintain the ceasefire reached with Cirillo and other holdout
parties in January. Encouragingly, the government has committed to proceeding with political
negotiations with these groups in the Rome peace track, mediated by the Sant’Egidio community.
The regional powers that pushed Kiir and Machar to make the compromises enabling
the 22 February deal likewise cannot rest. History has shown that only pressure from South
Sudan’s neighbours can compel its two top leaders to make major concessions. Certainly, that
was the case in the run-up to 22 February. Two weeks earlier, IGAD met in Addis Ababa on the
sidelines of the African Union (AU) summit, as the two warring leaders remained locked in their
positions. Museveni, along with Sudanese Prime Minister Abdalla Hamdok, reportedly pushed
Kiir to return to the pre-war state demarcation of ten states. South African President Cyril
Ramaphosa, who chairs the AU’s C5 countries mandated to support the South Sudanese peace
process, also conducted his own shuttle diplomacy in Addis Ababa following the months of
mediation efforts by his deputy, David Mabuza, on the dispute over states. The Kenyan special
envoy, Kalonzo Musyoka, reinforced these efforts. It worked. Now, their collective attention and
effort will be needed to help the unity government get on its feet and prevent any future fallout
between Kiir and Machar from derailing South Sudan’s journey back from war.
Donors also have a role to play. Top donor countries, including the Troika of the U.S.,
UK and Norway, as well as the EU and others, applied important diplomatic pressure in the
run-up to last week’s compromises. Escalating U.S. sanctions on Kiir’s government and
threats to levy more on both sides added to the pressure. Continued unity of purpose among
donors, in both the carrots they offer and the sticks they wield, will be key to pushing Kiir
and Machar to keep their commitments to peace.
Meanwhile, church leaders, global and local, should lobby South Sudanese and
regional leaders publicly and privately to keep the peace accord on track, as they did before
the unity government was formed. Vatican City could have a particularly important part to
play. Kiir continues to refer to his April 2019 visit to the Vatican, where in a striking gesture,
Pope Francis knelt on the ground and kissed his and his rival’s feet. The president now hopes
for a papal visit to South Sudan to commemorate the country’s move toward peace.
Many South Sudanese reasonably doubt that Kiir and Machar can ever work
together. With elections looming in three years, and Machar planning to challenge Kiir for
the presidency, the relationship will remain fraught. Still, there are grounds for some
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cautious optimism. Fatigued by the long war, many South Sudanese fervently wish to put the
years of bloody conflict behind them once and for all. The parties have thus far avoided
repeating some of the mistakes of the past – such as dividing Juba between duelling security
forces. Moreover, although it took substantial external pressure to arrive at this point, the
magnitude of the compromises they have made suggest that both Kiir and Machar are more
willing participants in this unity government than in the last failed one. The two long-time
belligerents will now have to make a habit of the kinds of concessions that made last
weekend’s deal possible, striking the bargains that are necessary to keep the fragile
unification process on track and to allow their young country to end the brutal war that has
already gone on far too long."
ICG, "Violence in Nigeria’s North West: Rolling Back the Mayhem,"
Report 288 / Africa 18 May 2020, https://www.crisisgroup.org/africa/west-africa/nigeria/288violence-nigerias-north-west-rolling-back-mayhem, commented, "Insecurity is plaguing northwestern Nigeria, due to persistent herder-farmer tensions, rising crime and infiltration by
Islamist militants. Federal and state authorities should focus on resolving conflict between
agrarian and pastoralist communities, through dialogue and resource-sharing agreements,
while also stepping up law enforcement.
What’s new? Nigeria’s North West is suffering deadly conflict involving many armed
organisations, including herder-allied groups, vigilantes, criminal gangs and jihadists. The
violence has killed over 8,000 people since 2011, and displaced over 200,000, some into
neighbouring Niger. Despite several security operations and dialogue efforts, a durable peace
remains elusive.
Why does it matter? Violence is rooted in competition over resources between
predominantly Fulani herders and mostly Hausa farmers. It has escalated amid a boom in
organised crime, including cattle rustling, kidnapping for ransom and village raids. Jihadist
groups are now stepping in to take advantage of the security crisis.
What should be done? Nigeria’s federal and state governments should facilitate
settlements between farmers and herders – easing friction by reforming livestock
production. They should cooperate with Niger to stem cross-border flows of weapons and
jihadists, as well as to better police lawless forests and gold mining areas. International
partners should help address humanitarian needs.
Executive Summary
Nigeria’s arid North West is beset by violence between herders and farmers, which has
been compounded by an explosion in criminal activity and infiltration by jihadist groups into the
region. The last decade has seen thousands of people killed and hundreds of thousands displaced,
with many fleeing into Niger Republic next door. State-level peace efforts with several armed
factions have had some success, but these will not prove durable unless more actors lay down their
weapons. To roll back the mayhem, federal and state authorities should focus on reducing tensions
between herders and farmers, including by expediting implementation of the national livestock
plan. They should also support dialogue between the Hausa and Fulani, the region’s two
communities most closely tied to farming and herding, respectively. In addition, Abuja needs to
improve security and law enforcement in the region in order to curb criminality and bolster its
ability to protect citizens, as well as to step up efforts to address environmental and economic
issues underlying the violence.
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The causes of violence in the North West are complex and inter-related. At its root, the
region’s security crisis derives from long-running competition over land and water resources
between predominantly Fulani herders and mainly Hausa farmers, both of whom have over time
mobilised armed groups (referred to by the authorities as “bandits” and “vigilantes”, respectively)
for protection. Climate change-related environmental degradation and high population growth
have intensified this struggle. Amid a boom in the trade of small arms and light weapons in the
region, organised gangs operating from ungoverned forests have proliferated, engaging in cattle
rustling, kidnapping for ransom and armed robbery, including of miners and traders in the largely
unregulated gold mining sector, as well as pillage of communities. Having originated in Zamfara
state, gang violence has since spread to five other nearby states, namely Kaduna, Katsina, Sokoto,
Kebbi and Niger, the last of which is in North Central Nigeria.
As security has deteriorated, the region has steadily come under the renewed influence of
jihadist groups, which have sometimes attacked security forces. The spike in jihadist activity in
the North West has raised fears that the region could soon become a land bridge connecting Islamic
insurgencies in the central Sahel with the decade-old insurgency in the Lake Chad region of northeastern Nigeria. Security sources point to a resurgence of the long-dormant Boko Haram splinter
group, Jama’atu Ansarul Muslimina Fi Biladis Sudan (Group of Partisans for Muslims in Black
Africa), better known as Ansaru, which was active in north-western Nigeria between 2011 and
2014. Elements of other Boko Haram offshoots, notably the Islamic State in West Africa Province,
are arriving in the area. A poorly secured international boundary, meanwhile, enables the influx of
arms and facilitates the movement of jihadists to and from the Sahel, where the Islamic State has
been expanding its influence.
Violence has had a far-reaching humanitarian and economic impact on the region
and created a domino effect of security problems. Over the last decade, more than 8,000
people have been killed – mainly in Zamfara state – with over 200,000 internally displaced
and about 60,000 fleeing into Niger Republic. Livestock and crops have been decimated,
further depressing human livelihood indices that were already the country’s lowest. The
violence is aggravating other security challenges: it has forced more herders southward into
the country’s Middle Belt, thus increasing herder-farmer tension in that region and beyond.
Nigeria’s federal and state governments initially responded to the violence primarily
through military and police operations, and by prescribing harsher punishments for armed
attacks, but results were disappointing. President Muhammadu Buhari repeatedly charged
troops with eliminating armed elements destabilising the North West, deploying soldiers and
police along with air assets to the region over the course of several consecutive operations.
But the state security presence on the ground remains too thin and poorly resourced to
subdue the armed groups or protect communities across the vast territory. At the same time,
military operations against armed groups in the region have dispersed some of them to other
regions, deepening insecurity countrywide.
Some state governments have more recently engaged in peace talks with herder-allied
armed groups, partly because these groups are perceived as the major actors in the violence.
They are offering amnesties to those willing to disarm, while pledging to address herders’
grievances and needs. These concessions produced peace agreements that curbed the
violence in late 2019, but with deadly incidents continuing and the region awash in arms, the
sustainability of these deals is highly questionable.
Durably ending the violence in Nigeria’s North West requires a multi-pronged
approach, some of which must necessarily focus on the long term. The foremost priority is
312

to encourage negotiated settlements between herders and farmers, as well as to disarm,
rehabilitate and reintegrate members of their allied armed groups. In support of this effort,
the federal and state governments should prioritise reforming livestock production systems
in a manner that addresses the needs of both herders and farmers, and thereby minimises
friction between them. Abuja should work with Niamey to improve border security to stem
the flow of jihadists and weapons into the North West and strengthen its forestry
departments to regulate the woods where armed groups make camp. It should also better
regulate the region’s potentially lucrative gold sector, while working with international
partners to address dire humanitarian needs and doing what it can to mitigate the effects of
climate change in the region.
This mix of short-and long-term measures is hardly guaranteed to succeed. But if
vigorously pursued and well supported by international partners, it represents the best
chance for staunching the spread of violence and achieving a measure of stability in a region
that has already seen more than its fair share of conflict, crisis and humanitarian need."
ICG, "Keeping Ethiopia’s Transition on the Rails," Report 283 / Africa 16 December
2019, https://www.crisisgroup.org/africa/horn-africa/ethiopia/283-keeping-ethiopias-transitionrails?utm_source=Sign+Up+to+Crisis+Group%27s+Email+Updates&utm_campaign=56eaffd35
3-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2019_12_16_09_04&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_1dab8c11ea56eaffd353-359871089, "commented, "Ethiopia’s political opening under Prime Minister Abiy
Ahmed has won well-deserved accolades but also uncorked dangerous centrifugal forces,
among them ethnic strife. With international partners’ diplomatic and financial support, the
government should proceed more cautiously – and consultatively – with reforms that could
exacerbate tensions.
What’s new? Clashes in October 2019 in Oromia, Ethiopia’s most populous region,
left scores of people dead. They mark the latest explosion of ethnic strife that has killed
hundreds and displaced millions across the country over the past year and half.
Why did it happen? Prime Minister Abiy Ahmed has taken important steps to move the
country toward more open politics. But his efforts to dismantle the old order have weakened
the Ethiopian state and given new energy to ethno-nationalism. Hostility among the leaders
of Ethiopia’s most powerful regions has soared.
Why does it matter? Such tensions could derail Ethiopia’s transition. Meanwhile,
reforms Abiy is making to the country’s powerful but factious ruling coalition anger
opponents, who believe that they aim to undo Ethiopia’s ethnic federalist system, and could
push the political temperature still higher. Elections in May 2020 could be divisive and
violent.
What should be done? Abiy should step up efforts to mend divisions within and
among Ethiopia’s regions and push all parties to avoid stoking tensions around the elections.
International partners should press Ethiopian leaders to curb incendiary rhetoric and offer
increased aid to protect the country from economic shocks that could aggravate political
problems.
Executive Summary
Ethiopia’s transition has stirred hope at home and abroad but also unleashed dangerous and
divisive forces. As Prime Minister Abiy Ahmed’s government has opened up the country’s
politics, it has struggled to curb ethnic strife. Mass protests in late October in Oromia, Ethiopia’s
most populous region, spiralled into bloodshed. Clashes over the past eighteen months have killed
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hundreds, displaced millions and fuelled tensions among leaders of Ethiopia’s most potent regions.
Abiy’s remake of the ruling coalition, which has monopolised power for almost three decades,
risks further deepening the divides ahead of the elections scheduled for May 2020. The premier
and his allies should move cautiously with those reforms, step up efforts to cool tensions among
Oromo factions and between Amhara and Tigray regional leaders, who are embroiled in an
especially acrimonious dispute, and, if conditions deteriorate further, consider delaying next year’s
vote. External actors should call on all Ethiopian leaders to temper incendiary rhetoric and offer
increased financial aid for a multi-year transition.
First, . Since becoming premier in early 2018, after more than three years of deadly antigovernment protests, Prime Minister Abiy has taken a series of steps worthy of acclaim. He has
embarked on an historic rapprochement with Eritrea. He has extended his predecessor
Hailemariam Desalegn’s policies of releasing political prisoners and inviting home exiled
dissidents and insurgents. He has appointed former activists to strengthen institutions like the
electoral board and accelerated the reform of an indebted state-led economy. His actions have won
him both domestic and foreign praise, culminating in the 2019 Nobel Peace Prize. But Abiy’s
moves to dismantle the old order have weakened the Ethiopian state. They have given new energy
to the ethno-nationalism that was already resurgent during the mass unrest that brought him to
power. Elections scheduled for May 2020 could turn violent, as candidates compete for votes from
within their ethnic groups.
Four fault lines are especially perilous. The first cuts across Oromia, Abiy’s home state,
where his rivals – and even some former allies – believe the premier should do more to advance
the region’s interests. The second pits Oromo leaders against those of Amhara, Ethiopia’s second
most populous state: they are at loggerheads over Oromia’s bid for greater influence, including
over the capital Addis Ababa, which is multi-ethnic but surrounded by Oromia. The third relates
to a bitter dispute between Amhara politicians and the formerly dominant Tigray minority that
centres on two territories that the Amhara claim Tigray annexed in the early 1990s. The fourth
involves Tigray leaders and Abiy’s government, with the former resenting the prime minister for
what they perceive as his dismantling of a political system they constructed, and then dominated,
and what they see as his lopsided targeting of Tigrayan leaders for past abuses. An uptick of attacks
on churches and mosques across parts of the country suggests that rising interfaith tensions could
add another layer of complexity.
Adding to tensions is an increasingly salient debate between supporters and opponents of
the country’s ethnic federalist system, arguably Ethiopia’s main political battleground. The
system, which was introduced in 1991 after the Tigray-led revolutionary government seized
power, devolves authority to ethno-linguistically defined regions, while divvying up central power
among those regions’ ruling parties. While support and opposition to the system is partly defined
by who stands to win or lose from its dismantling, both sides marshal strong arguments. Proponents
point to the bloody pre-1991 history of coercive central rule and argue that the system protects
group rights in a diverse country formed through conquest and assimilation. Detractors – a
significant, cross-ethnic constituency – argue that because the system structures the state along
ethnic lines it undercuts national unity, fuels ethnic conflict and leaves minorities in regions
dominated by major ethnic groups vulnerable. It is past time, they say, to turn the page on the
ethnic politics that for too long have defined and divided the nation.
Prime Minister Abiy’s recent changes to the Ethiopian People’s Revolutionary
Democratic Front (EPRDF), the coalition that has ruled for some three decades, play into
this debate. Until late November, the EPRDF comprised ruling parties from Oromia, Amhara and
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Tigray regions, as well as a fourth, the Southern Nations, Nationalities and Peoples’ region.
Already it was fraying, its dysfunction both reflecting and fuelling ethnic animosity. Abiy’s plan
entails dissolving the four blocs and merging them, plus five parties that rule Ethiopia’s other
regions, into a new party, the Prosperity Party. The premier aims to shore up national unity,
strengthen his leadership and shift Ethiopia away from what many citizens see as a discredited
system. His approach enjoys much support, including from Ethiopians who see it as a move away
from ethnic politics. But it also risks further stressing a fragile state whose bureaucracy is entwined
with the EPRDF from top to bottom. Tigray’s ruling party and Abiy’s Oromo rivals oppose the
move, seeing it as a step toward ending ethnic federalism. Tigray leaders refuse to join the new
party.
The prime minister has made laudable efforts to tread a middle ground and unite the
country but faces acute dilemmas. Placating nationalists among his own Oromo, for example,
would alienate other ethnic groups. Allowing Tigray to retain a say in national decision-making
well above the region’s population share would frustrate other groups that resent its long rule at
their expense. Moreover, while thus far Abiy has tried to keep on board both proponents and critics
of ethnic federalism, his EPRDF merger and other centralising reforms move him more squarely
into the camp of those opposing that system, meaning that he now needs to manage the fallout
from those who fear its dismantling and the dilution of regions’ autonomy. At the same time, he
cannot leave behind the strong constituency that wants to move away from ethnic politics and thus
far has tended to give Abiy the benefit of the doubt. But the prime minister, his government and
international partners can take some steps to lower the temperature:
Abiy should press Tigray and Amhara leaders to intensify talks aimed at mending their relations.
He should continue discussions with dissenting Oromo ruling party colleagues and the
Oromo opposition, aiming to ensure that they litigate differences at the ballot box rather than
through violence. He should continue to facilitate talks between Oromo and Amhara leaders and
thus ease tensions that are increasingly shaded by ethnicity and religion and feed a sense of ferment
in mixed urban areas across the country, including in the capital.
The government might also make conciliatory gestures toward the Tigray, maybe even
rethinking its prosecutions of Tigrayan former officials in favour of a broader transitional justice
process. For their part, Tigray leaders should reconsider their rejection of the Administrative
Boundaries and Identity Issues Commission, which was set up to resolve boundary disputes like
that pitting Tigray against Amhara.
Abiy and his allies should move carefully with the EPRDF reform and seek to mitigate, as
best as they can, fears that it heralds the end of ethnic federalism. They should make clear that any
formal review of Ethiopia’s constitution that takes place down the road will involve not only the
ruling party but also opposition factions and activists. An inclusive process along these lines would
also serve the interests of ethnic federalism’s opponents, particularly among civil society, who
would have a seat at the table.
The prime minister is set on May 2020 elections, fearing that delay would trigger questions
about his government’s legitimacy. If the vote goes ahead as scheduled, he should convene a series
of meetings involving key ruling and opposition parties, along with influential civil society
representatives, well beforehand to discuss how to deter bloodshed before and after a ballot that
he has promised will represent a break from the flawed elections of the past. But if risks of a
divisive and violent election campaign increase, his government may have to seek support among
all major parties for a postponement and some form of national dialogue aiming to resolve disputes
over past abuses, power sharing, regional autonomy and territorial claims.
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Ethiopia’s international partners should adopt a stance more in tune with worrying trends
on the ground. They should express public support for the transition but lobby behind closed doors
for a careful approach to remaking the EPRDF and for all Ethiopian leaders to temper provocative
language as much as possible. They could also suggest an election delay if the political and security
crises do not cool in the months ahead. A multi-year package of financial aid could help strengthen
weak institutions, support an economy also undergoing structural reform and reduce discontent
among a restive and youthful population during a period of change.
Ethiopia’s transition may not yet hang from a precipice; indeed, it is still a source of
hope for many in Ethiopia and abroad. But signs are troubling enough to worry top and
former officials. Among the most alarmist suggestions made by some observers is that the
multinational federation could break apart as Yugoslavia did in the 1990s. This worry may
be overstated, but Abiy nonetheless should err on the side of caution as he walks a tightrope
of pushing through reforms while keeping powerful constituencies on board. He should
redouble efforts to bring along all of Ethiopia’s peoples, facilitate further negotiations among
sparring regional elites, take steps to ensure that the ruling party merger does not further
destabilise the country and, for now, defer formal negotiations over Ethiopia’s constitution
and the future of ethnic federalism."
Nick Cumming-Bruce, "South Sudan’s Feuding Leaders Announce Unity Deal, Amid War
Crimes Report: After seven years of civil war, the president of South Sudan and his chief foe said
they had agreed to form a government, just as the United Nations released a report documenting
the
war's
toll,"
The
New
York
Times,
February
20,
2020,
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/02/20/world/africa/south-sudan-peace-deal.html, reported, "The
feuding leaders of South Sudan announced on Thursday that after several missed deadlines
they had agreed to form a unity government in a bid to end the ruinous civil war they began
soon after the country was formed in 2011."
"Their announcement appeared to represent a significant step forward after years of stalled
negotiations.
But the findings of a three-person United Nations Commission on Human Rights in
South Sudan, also released on Thursday, underscored the enormous challenges still facing
South Sudan, an oil-rich nation that is also one of the world’s poorest."
"Damning UN investigation condemns WWF flagship project in Congo, reveals massive
scale
of
abuses,"
Survival
International,
February 7, 2020,
https://www.survivalinternational.org/news/12337, reported, "A WWF project in central Africa
has been responsible for abuses and rights violations on a shocking scale, according to a
devastating new investigation by the UN.
The UN Development Programme (UNDP) launched an investigation into the
controversial scheme to turn the Messok Dja area of Congo into a national park after
Survival International submitted a formal complaint in 2018. The Guardian newspaper has
obtained a copy of the investigation’s preliminary findings.
This is the first time the UN has investigated a WWF project, and its conclusions are
damning:
- Armed rangers supported by WWF frequently beat and abuse the Baka ”Pygmies”
living in Messok Dja.
- The project has caused the Baka 'trauma and suffering'
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- The UNDP, one of the project’s funders, has violated its own policies and standards
in backing the project without first obtaining the Baka’s consent. It didn’t bother to seek
consent because it simply assumed that a 'conservation' project would be beneficial to the
Baka.
- The project used 'quantitative indicators' to measure its success such as the number
of anti-poaching patrols and numbers arrested. Unsurprisingly, many innocent Baka have
been arrested and imprisoned. The report says the rangers 'penaliz(ed) the easiest targets.'
- The project went ahead without obtaining the Baka’s consent, thereby violating
international law and the WWF’s own policies.
- Despite the fact that WWF told the project’s funders that they it had been engaged
in a 'consultation process' since 2017, WWF has a 'limited understanding of the concept of
implementing [consent]. Informing the communities that a national park would be
established pre-empts this right [to withhold consent].'
- WWF maintained that the persistent human rights violations were simply 'isolated
incidents.'
- The project made no impact on “dismantling the criminal networks behind the
illegal trade in wildlife.'
The investigation obtained highly damning testimony of armed rangers beating the
Baka: 'The beatings affect men, women and children alike. Other reports refer to eco-guards
pointing a gun at one Baka to force him to beat another Baka. Others refer to the eco-guards taking
away the machetes of the Baka, then beating them with those machetes. There are reports of ecoguards forcing Baka women to take off their clothes and be ‘like naked children.’ There was
palpable cultural reluctance of women to talk about these incidences except to say that they were
shameful ‘humiliations.’'
Survival International Director Stephen Corry said today: 'This is a devastating
indictment which should spell the end of WWF’s model of ‘fortress conservation’ which has
caused so much damage to people and the environment throughout Africa.
'Millions have already been spent on the proposed park, much of it coming from
logging, palm oil and tourism companies, as well as conservation NGOs. They are working
together to steal Baka land. Rangers have been installed, who have terrorized the local Baka
for years.
'All the relevant UN policies and laws regarding respect for indigenous peoples and
human rights were ignored from the beginning as it was felt that a conservation project
somehow rose above them.
'All this was because it was far easier to target innocent Baka men, women and
children than to challenge the criminal networks, which include local and government
officials. None of these abuses seemed to have the slightest effect on reducing poaching.
'Thirty years ago, we told WWF that its projects in the Congo Basin risked depriving
the local tribal people of their land and self-sufficiency, and reducing them to penury. We
repeated this warning at various times but it fell on deaf ears. WWF is engaged in a land
theft, and gross human rights abuses on a big scale.'”
ICG, Arrey Elvis Ntui, "Cameroon: Elections Raise Prospect of Further Ruling-party
Dominance," Q&A / Africa 8 February 2020, https://www.crisisgroup.org/africa/centralafrica/cameroon/cameroon-elections-raise-prospect-further-ruling-partydominance?utm_source=Sign+Up+to+Crisis+Group%27s+Email+Updates&utm_campaign=060
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f04f571EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2020_02_07_03_11&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_1dab8c11ea060f04f571-359871089, commented, "With a boycotting opposition and low expected turnout
in conflict-affected Anglophone regions, Cameroon’s ruling party should win big in
forthcoming elections. In this Q&A, Crisis Group expert Arrey Ntui explains why that result
means dialogue about the country’s crises will have to happen outside parliament.
How are Cameroon’s elections likely to unfold?
In November 2019, President Paul Biya called elections for Cameroon’s National
Assembly and local councils, to be held on 9 February. The elections should have been held in
2018, when these bodies’ five-year terms came to a close, but the government has put them off
twice. In 2018, the government argued that it was logistically impossible to hold them at the same
time as the presidential polls that year, and in 2019 it cited a tense political and security
atmosphere, including in Anglophone areas, as justification for further delay. Now Biya is moving
ahead with the vote, however, perhaps in order to keep up appearances after the national
dialogue held in September and October 2019 (discussed below) failed to bring an end to the
Cameroonian government’s conflict with Anglophone separatists. That conflict has claimed
roughly 3,000 lives and displaced more than 700,000 people since 2017.
Conditions for the legislative and municipal elections are hardly ideal. Residents in
Anglophone areas are unlikely to vote in significant numbers, given both the ongoing violence on
the ground and their view that the government lacks legitimacy. Although the government has
assured Anglophones that they will be able to cast ballots, and has deployed troops and clustered
polling centres to better secure them, voters will still be unable to travel safely on election day. At
the same time, separatists have stepped up attacks on election offices, contributing to a general
sense of insecurity.
Other developments are also undermining the elections’ legitimacy. Maurice Kamto,
leader of the opposition Cameroon Renaissance Movement (known by its French acronym, MRC),
has withdrawn his party’s slate and is now calling for a boycott of the vote. Kamto – who was
runner-up to President Biya in 2018, an election he later claimed to have won, and was then jailed
without charge for the first eight months of 2019 – argues that credible polls require electoral
reforms the government has yet to make. These would include meaningful measures to prevent
fraud and ensure that the national electoral commission is fully independent. Although he is
French-speaking himself, Kamto also takes the position that moving forward with elections while
Anglophones are unable to vote would strengthen separatist arguments that the country’s
institutions represent only Francophones and a small, co-opted English-speaking elite. Finally,
Kamto has recently suggested that he withdrew the MRC from the polls after its candidates were
blocked from competing in various races by allies of the ruling party. (There have been similar
reports about candidates from other parties.)
The Kamto-led boycott may be more important for the message it sends than for its
impact on the polls. While the MRC leader’s move may appear to play into the hands of
separatists who also call for a boycott, it is unlikely to affect the vote in Anglophone regions, in
part because participation is already expected to be so low. Even in 2018, when Kamto was on the
ballot, only some 5 per cent and 16 per cent of eligible voters cast a ballot in the Anglophone North
West and South West regions, respectively, due to the violence.
But whether or not the boycott has much impact on vote tallies, low Anglophone
turnout is expected to hand the ruling Cameroon People’s Democratic Movement (CPDM)
a sweeping victory. The CPDM is the only party standing for all 180 National Assembly seats,
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and it is running unchallenged in about 20 per cent of these races. Consistent with Kamto’s
complaints about impediments faced by MRC candidates, reports suggest that officials close to the
ruling party have worked to ensure that many members of the
.
How is the biggest opposition party in parliament reacting?
The Social Democratic Front (SDF), whose electoral heartland has long included many
parts of the Anglophone regions and which is currently the largest parliamentary opposition party
(holding eighteen seats), officially opposes the boycott. But some SDF officials increasingly
question whether that is the right position, given mounting pressure from Anglophone citizens who
are turning against the party, saying it is too timid in furthering the Anglophone cause.
Moreover, even though the SDF is not participating in the boycott, its election prospects are poor.
The party’s longstanding support for resolving the Anglophone crisis through federalism – rather
than the creation of a new state – has been criticised by separatists, who have intimidated many
SDF candidates for local councils, over a hundred of whom have decided to withdraw. The SDF
cannot campaign even in some constituencies in its Anglophone strongholds because its candidates
fear they may be attacked. These are not idle concerns: separatists have twice abducted the SDF’s
leader John Fru Ndi, himself an Anglophone. Unable to travel to Anglophone areas because he
fears for his own safety, he is now based in the capital, Yaoundé.
How has the Anglophone crisis played out since the national dialogue, and how is it
affecting political dynamics?
The government-controlled national dialogue, which commenced in Yaoundé at the end of
September 2019, has done little to prevent the Anglophone crisis from deepening. Separatists, most
of whose leaders are based outside the country or are in prison in Yaoundé, took no part in the
conference, which they viewed as a government ploy to deflect international criticism. Even those
Anglophones who seek a federalist solution rather than their own state, and who largely eschew
violence, were given little room to present their views. For example, the government offered
participants no chance to discuss the recommendations that Prime Minister Joseph Ngute, who
convened the dialogue, transmitted to President Biya. These included a recommendation to confer
“special status” on the Anglophone South West and North West regions under the decentralisation
provisions of the 1996 constitution.
As it stands, even the “special status” recommendation – which parliament approved in December
and which President Biya has touted as a working solution to the crisis – seems destined to have
limited impact. The new status would, on paper, provide for the central government in Yaoundé
to consult Anglophone regional assemblies concerning decisions about the formulation of
educational policy and the application of common law in their regions. But the provisions lack
details on what kind of consultation is required or how the measures would be implemented,
leaving many Anglophones frustrated, and bolstering the separatist narrative that division of the
country is the only solution to English speakers’ marginalisation.
How are security risks evolving in the run-up to elections?
Violence in Anglophone areas has continued unabated. As noted above, the government
has deployed additional troops to the Anglophone regions and tried to assure citizens there that
they will be able to vote, including by sending teams of ruling-party campaign officials to engage
with voters in some areas. But even these teams had to be guarded by heavily armed special forces,
undermining the government’s narrative that peaceful polls are in the offing. While authorities
have decided to group voting centres together to provide better security, this step does not address
the question of how voters will travel safely on voting day. Separatists have accompanied their
attacks on election offices with declarations of a “lockdown” – a tactic they use frequently, which
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consists of stopping all movement on roads and confining people to their homes – for the election
period. As before the 2018 elections, thousands of civilians have fled Anglophone areas in the
months leading up to the vote – into the bush, to Cameroon’s Francophone regions or to Nigeria.
Ethnic tensions have also risen in other parts of the country as the political crisis has
deepened. In April and again in October 2019, tensions spilled over into minor clashes involving
people of the Bulu ethnic group (to which Biya belongs), the Bamileke group (to which Kamto
belongs) and others in the South and Centre regions. In Sangmelima in the South region , for
instance, local Bulu attacked businesses belonging to Bamouns and Bamilekes, hundreds of whom
fled the area. The violence did not directly result from an electoral or party dispute but appeared
to be part of a pattern of intolerant rhetoric traded between the ethnic groups of rival political
leaders, playing out in social media and, in some areas, on the street. On 30 January, a senior
government minister, speaking on national television to victims of communal tensions in the
Centre region, warned that violence might intensify unless action was taken to calm things down.
What are the implications for the country’s overall crisis?
An overwhelming CPDM victory in the forthcoming elections – which, as noted, seems to be a
nearly foregone conclusion – will further bias the character of state institutions toward the views
of a single party and seems bound to reduce prospects for frank discussions about resolving the
Anglophone conflict and other brewing crises. The ruling party already dominates the upper house
of parliament, the Senate, where it holds 87 of 100 seats. The 9 February elections are only for the
lower house – the National Assembly – where the CPDM already holds 148 of 180 seats. That
majority is likely to become even more lopsided.
Although the National Assembly usually complies with the government’s wishes on national
issues, some deputies have expressed concerns about the situation in Anglophone regions and the
SDF has tried (albeit unsuccessfully) to push for a full parliamentary debate on the crisis. Further
ruling-party dominance risks muting the handful of voices that have been willing to challenge
government positions on these issues.
The best approach for lowering tensions likely lies in dialogue outside parliament.
The CPDM and the major opposition parties – both the MRC and the SDF – need to talk
about how to defuse the dangerous intercommunal dynamics that have become more
pronounced over the past year. They should focus on how to contain the rising risk of
political divisions and ethnic tensions fuelling each other in an escalatory spiral. As for the
Anglophone crisis, a good next step would be for the government to have meaningful
consultations with Anglophone representatives (beyond pro-government elites in Yaoundé)
about the content of any political settlement – something it should have done in the context
of the national dialogue – with the understanding that any durable arrangement will need to
give sufficient weight to these perspectives."
Simon Marks and Abdi Latif Dahir, "Abduction of Ethiopian Students Fuels Anger at the
Government: The failure of Prime Minister Abiy Ahmed’s government to rescue a group of
students who were believed to have been kidnapped last month and forced into the jungle has bred
protests
and
anguish,"
The
New
York
Times,
January
30,
2020,
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/01/30/world/africa/ethiopia-students-kidnapped.html, reported,
"Ethiopians are taking to the streets and to social media to protest their government’s failure
to find at least a dozen university students and five other people who were believed to have
been kidnapped from a bus by masked men in December in the latest in a chain of ethnically
driven conflicts.
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The students, most of whom are women who belong to the Amhara ethnic group, were
studying at Dembi Dolo University in Oromia, a region populated by ethnic Oromos, officials
said. The two ethnic groups, which have clashed in the past, account for about 60 percent of
the population of about 100 million in this nation in the Horn of Africa.
Hudson Kuteesa, "Teachers trained on overcoming challenges associated with teaching
genocide
studies
(Rwanda),"
The
New
Times,
January
20,
2020,
https://www.newtimes.co.rw/news/teachers-tipped-overcoming-challenges-associated-teachinggenocide-studies, reported, "Teachers have been trained on how to address challenges they face
when it comes to telling their students about the genocide against the Tutsi.
According to teachers, at times it is difficult to speak enough about the genocide since they
fear to hurt a number of students who are emotionally connected to the tragedies, or in other cases,
the teachers themselves are afraid they might get emotional in front of their own students.
In a three-day training organised by AEGIS Trust, a not-for-profit organisation and the
Educators Institute for Human Rights, secondary school teachers were trained on genocide studies,
tipping them on their role in peace education towards the young generation."
The Khoi and San peoples of South Africa concluded an agreement with the tea
industry, the Roobias Traditional Knowledge Industry-Wide Benefit Agreement, that is
expected to bring the two peoples almost $1 million a year. They were the discovers of the
benefits of roobos and honeybush teas (Shaldon Farris, "Indigenous Peoples to Share Tea Industry
Profits," Cultural Survival Quarterly, June 2020).
"'Brazen and shameless:' outrage as controversial Indian mining company opens tribal
school,"
Survival
International,
January 12, 2020,
https://www.survivalinternational.org/news/12316, reported, "A controversial Indian mining
company whose operations threaten lands, forests and sacred sites vital to thousands of tribal
families has opened a residential school for tribal children in Odisha, India in an effort to
'transform' them.
Adani, a $13billion corporation, is embroiled in controversy in India and Australia.
In India its coal mines threaten the forests and livelihoods of thousands of Gond, Santhal
and Munda tribespeople.
Its new school for tribal children is a partnership with KISS (the Kalinga Institute
for Social Sciences), whose existing school for 27,000 tribal children in Odisha is the largest
tribal residential school in the world. KISS boasts that the institution turns 'tax consumers into
tax payers, liabilities into assets.'
Survival International has recently launched a campaign against these kinds
of “Factory Schools,” which practice systematic cultural erasure masquerading as
education, and which teach tribal children to feel ashamed of who they are and where they
come from.
In a statement to mark the opening of the new school, Dr. Priti Adani, wife of Adani’s
founder Gautam Adani, spoke of the need for 'social transformation' of tribal children.
The Indian tribal rights activist Soni Sori says: 'We resist this kind of education,
whoever it comes from – Adani or anyone. They give their kind of education because they
want our children to hate jungles. They want our children to hate their own culture. They
want to create distance between children and parents.'
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Survival International’s Dr. Jo Woodman said today: 'The agenda behind this school is
clear: Adani wants tribal lands, and tribal resistance is a major thorn in their sides. This school is
a brazen and shameless attempt to ‘reprogram’ a generation of tribal children to see mining as
‘good’ and their spiritual and cultural connections to their land as ‘bad’ or ‘backwards.’
For KISS to partner so closely with a company so notorious on issues of indigenous rights in both
India and Australia shows their true colors.”
Survival International Director Stephen Corry said today: 'Taking the 'tribal' out of
tribal children has been a major weapon in the dominant society’s destruction of minorities
and theft of their land and resources. It leads to immense suffering. This is now recognized
as shameful and criminal in North America and Australia, but it’s not only still going on in
India, it’s growing. As usual, it claims to benefit the same victims it’s actually destroying. Adani
mining’s partnership with KISS school is another blatant move in the corporate eradication of real
human diversity: it should concern all who care for the planet and its peoples.'”
Dev Kumar Sunuwar, "Citizenship Amendment Bill Negatively Impacts Indigenous
Peoples
of
Northeast
India,"
Cultural
Survival,
January
02,
2020,
https://www.culturalsurvival.org/news/citizenship-amendment-bill-negatively-impactsindigenous-peoples-northeast-india, reported, "The 2019 Citizenship Amendment Bill (CAB)
was passed by the parliament of India on December 11, 2019, amending its existing
Citizenship Act of 1955, and causing violent protests throughout the country. The protests
were seen mostly in India’s northeast regions, particularly in Assam and Tripura, home to
more than 230 different Indigenous Peoples. India’s northeast seven states share borders with
Bangladesh, Myanmar (also known as Burma) and China.
Through the new Citizenship Amendment Bill, Indian Citizenship is granted to illegal
migrants from neighboring countries—Bangladesh, Pakistan and Afghanistan, which some
Indigenous Peoples fear that the law would make them a minority in their homelands.
According to them, with ill intention, the government of India through CAB wants to wipe
out their histories, cultures, languages, and identities. Therefore, millions of people took to
the streets against the Bill.
Protesters are demanding the recall of the amended Citizenship Amendment Bill.
Many torched vehicles, disrupted rail, road, and air services in Assam, Tripura, Meghalaya,
Mizoram, Nagaland, and Arunachal Pradesh. There were frequent clashes between police and
protesters, injuries including killings. To quell tension, Indian authorities shut down mobile and
internet connections and called on army personnel to restore order and imposed a curfew.
'The government of India introduced the Bill without any proper consultations with
concerned representatives and without a study of the impact,' said Ken Timung Arleng, young
Indigenous rights activist at Diphu Assam in a conversation with Cultural Survival. 'The
Citizenship Amendment Bill is likely to curtail the continuity of languages, cultures including
economic well-being of the Indigenous Peoples of Assam and the northeast.'
'If the government of India grants citizenship to foreign immigrants, irrespective of
religion, race, or culture, it will cause effects not only on the political rights, but also the
cultural and land rights of the majority of Indigenous populations in Assam as the law
motivates more migration from foreign countries,' says, D. S. Lekhthe, a lawyer from Assam.
'Assamese view that the recently enacted Citizenship Amendment Bill will adversely impact the
people of Assam and the northeast most.'
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The new law allows migrants who arrived in India before 2014 to become citizens. In
Assam, the biggest state in the northeast, ongoing tensions have been going on for years
between Assamese speakers and Bengali-speaking migrants who have crossed a porous
border with Bangladesh.
Following the massive protests and flow of news that Citizenship Amendment Bill
discriminates against Muslims, the Office of the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights
(OHCHR) held a press briefing on India outlining their concerns about the new law, stating
that it is 'fundamentally discriminatory in nature' and that 'OHCHR hopes the Supreme
Court of India will consider carefully the compatibility of the law with India’s international
human Rights obligations.'
Agitators continue their protest across northeast, demanding the implementation of
the 1985 Assam Accord, with which the newly passed Bill conflicts. The 1985 Accord states
foreigners who entered Assam before March 25, 1971 were to be given citizenship and rest
had to be expelled. The amended Bill shifts the cut-off date to December 2014 from December
1951 as the date of detection and deportation and also creates a National Register of Citizens
(NRC). In order to conduct a census in 2021, the government of India is planning to collect
data for the National Population Register (NPR) in 2020 to create a NRC afterward to
identify illegal immigrants across the country. In 1951, a National Register of Citizens in Assam
was created to determine who was born in the state before March 24, 1971. The final version of
the list unveiled recently strips approximately 1.9 million people in Assam (which borders
Bangladesh) of citizenship of those who declared themselves as foreigners. This is also likely
impact Bangladesh, as there maybe potential influx of immigrants from India. Bangladesh
is already grappling with over 900,000 Rohigya refugees from Myanmar, who are unlikely
to be repatriated.
Following the massive protests which took place for six years beginning in 1979, led
by the All Assam Students Union (AASU) based on the issues that foreigners—mainly
Bangladeshis—were included on voter lists, in 1985, the government of India agreed to the
Assam Accord comprising of 15 clauses. Clause 5 of the Accord deals with the issue of
foreigners, their detection, the deletion of their names from the voter lists, and their
deportation through practical means. The clause states, 'all persons who came to Assam prior
to 1 January 1966, including those amongst them whose name appeared on the electoral rolls used
in 1967 elections, shall be regularized,' meaning illegal immigrants who entered Assam before
December 31, 1965 were to be granted citizenship with voting rights immediately.
Clause 5 also further states, 'foreigners who came to Assam after 1 January 1966 and up to
24 March 1971 shall be detected in accordance with the provisions of the Foreign Act, 1946 and
the Foreigners (Tribunals) order 1964.' This meant immigrants who came to Assam between 1966
and March 24, 1971 were to be disqualified and had to get registered themselves as 'foreigners' in
accordance
with
the
Registration
of
Foreign
Act
1939.
The Citizenship Amendment Bill shifts the cut-off date for granting citizenship from
March 24, 1971 to December 31, 2014. The protestors argue that this move is going back on
the government’s promise made to protect the cultural identities of Assamese and the
northeast region. Another provision challenged during the protests is clause 6 of the Accord,
which states, 'the constitutional, legislative and administrative steps will be taken by the Center to
protect, preserve and promote the cultural, social, linguistic identity and heritage of the Assamese
people.'
'I want to assure my brothers and sisters of Assam that they have nothing to worry after the
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passing of CAB', said Narrendra Modi, Prime Minister of India on Twit trying to calm the fury in
the northeast. 'I want to assure them—no one takes away your rights, unique identity and beautiful
culture. It will continue to flourish and grow.'
Activists view that there were flaws in the procedural laws and non-implementation
of the obligations set forth in the Accord. Sanaton Laishram, a human rights activist from
Manipur says, 'There is a contradiction between safeguarding culture, identity, including
political rights of Indigenous Peoples of the northeast and CAB, including with NRC. Thus
there is a clear need to conduct a study on the effect of the law beforehand and to hold
dialogue meaningfully across concerned populations who fear that their culture and identity
will be submerged.'
The Supreme Court of India has slated to hear the dozens of petitions filed to
review Citizenship Amendment Bill on January 22, 2020." [In late December the court refused
to put a stay on the law's implementation until it decided the case, which had not occurred as of
May 24, 2020].
ICG,"A Sustainable Policy for Rohingya Refugees in Bangladesh," Report 303 / Asia 27
December 2019, https://www.crisisgroup.org/asia/south-asia/bangladesh/303-sustainable-policyrohingya-refugeesbangladesh?utm_source=Sign+Up+to+Crisis+Group%27s+Email+Updates&utm_campaign=30b
0dea94cEMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2019_12_26_11_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_1dab8c11ea30b0dea94c-359871089, commented, "Bangladesh is hosting nearly a million Rohingya
refugees who have little hope of going home any time soon. The government should move to
improve camp living conditions, in particular by lifting the education ban and fighting crime.
Donors should support such steps.
What’s new? Two years after atrocities in Myanmar’s Rakhine State drove a wave
of Rohingya refugees into Bangladesh, prospects for repatriation remain dim. Frustrated
Bangladeshi authorities refuse to plan for the long term, have introduced stringent security
measures at refugee camps, and may move some refugees to a remote island, Bhasan Char.
Why did it happen? The Bangladeshi government is struggling with growing security
challenges near the refugee camps and domestic political pressure to resolve the crisis. It is
also irritated by the lack of progress in repatriating any of the estimated one million
Rohingya refugees on its soil.
Why does it matter? Dhaka’s restrictions on aid activities prohibit its partners from
building safe housing in the Rohingya camps or developing programs that cultivate refugee
self-reliance. Combined with heavy-handed security measures, this approach risks alienating
refugees and setting the stage for greater insecurity and conflict in southern Bangladesh.
What should be done? While pressing for eventual repatriation, Bangladesh and
external partners should move past short-term planning and work together to build safe
housing, improve refugees’ educational and livelihood opportunities, and support refugeehosting communities. Dhaka should also roll back its counterproductive security measures
and plans for relocations to Bhasan Char.
Executive Summary
Bangladesh is host to roughly one million Rohingya refugees, most of whom fled over the
border following a brutal military crackdown in Myanmar’s Rakhine State that began in August
2017. While generously providing safe haven to this enormous population, Bangladesh has sought
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to treat the displacement crisis as a short-term challenge, focusing on the importance of repatriation
and refusing to engage in multi-year planning. This approach has not succeeded. Repatriation
efforts have stalled, crime and violence in the Rohingya camps and around them in southern
Bangladesh appear to be on the rise, and Dhaka has reacted increasingly sharply. In August, it
began rolling out stringent restrictions on refugees and NGOs that are interfering with the delivery
of humanitarian assistance in the camps and alienating refugees, thus potentially aggravating local
insecurity. Bangladesh should reverse the counterproductive measures it has imposed, publicly
acknowledge the long-term nature of the crisis it is facing and begin working with external partners
and refugees to mobilise the resources needed to meet it.
In late 2017, after the number of Rohingya refugees crossing the border began to diminish,
Bangladesh and Myanmar moved quickly to put in place a repatriation mechanism, but so far no
refugees have returned through these formal channels. Myanmar appears unwilling to create the
conditions needed to encourage refugees to return, while Bangladesh and its foreign partners
generally appear to lack the leverage to push Myanmar to address key issues such as citizenship
and security for the Rohingya. China, Naypyitaw’s most important regional partner, appears
reluctant to throw its full weight behind this push, and even if it did, it is unclear whether its weight
would be sufficient.
Although Bangladeshi officials privately acknowledge that the refugees are unlikely to
return in the near or even medium term, the country’s policy toward the Rohingya remains focused
on near-term repatriation. Dhaka worries that by publicly acknowledging that Bangladesh will be
hosting these refugees for years to come, it will reduce pressure on Myanmar to make the changes
needed to enable repatriation, and could create a pull factor that draws yet more Rohingya over the
border. As a result, it is restricting the humanitarian response to meeting the refugees’
immediate needs, rather than addressing long-term challenges such as building durable
shelters to withstand the region’s harsh monsoons, developing programs to help refugees
become more self-reliant through education and the creation of livelihood opportunities, or
helping host communities absorb the impact of the refugees on the local economy. These are
the kinds of programs and resources that will over time become increasingly important to
Dhaka’s successful management of the crisis.
Recently, Bangladesh has begun moving in the opposite direction by clamping down
on refugees and humanitarian activities. In August – amid rising concern about insecurity in
southern Bangladesh – Dhaka began rolling out new restrictions on refugees’ freedom of
movement and access to mobile phones, as well as on NGO operations in the camps. It has begun
fencing some of the camps and says it will build watchtowers and instal surveillance cameras.
Although plans are not firm, it has also announced that it will press ahead with relocating some
refugees to a silt island in the Bay of Bengal that is vulnerable to severe weather.
Dhaka’s response to the Rohingya displacement crisis is at an inflection point. If the Bangladeshi
government continues to look at the situation through a short-term lens and falls into a pattern of
heavy-handed responses to security challenges, the situation could become more fraught and
dangerous for all concerned. In the absence of prospects for repatriation and longer-term planning,
such a crackdown will only increase the refugees’ desperation. It could even make them more
susceptible to recruitment into criminal or extremist networks, which would add to the security
challenges Bangladesh faces.
There is another way forward. Rather than implementing the full suite of security
measures it has proposed, it could scale back the most draconian, and instead focus on
promoting genuine camp security by increasing a law enforcement presence and ensuring
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accountability for offenders. Rather than treating the Rohingya displacement crisis as a
year-to-year problem, it could shift to a longer-term perspective and loosen restrictions on
the activities that donors and humanitarian partners can undertake. Working together,
Dhaka and its partners could mobilise resources and develop programs to build safer
facilities, help refugees work toward a better future through education and livelihood
opportunities, and support host communities. For their part, external partners can make
clear to Bangladesh that if it makes this pivot, they will both continue to press Myanmar on
repatriation – an essential goal that Dhaka’s domestic constituents want to continue seeing
at the top of the agenda – and provide the funding and resources required to allow this
approach to succeed.
Whether or not Dhaka publicly acknowledges it, hundreds of thousands of Rohingya
are likely to remain in Bangladesh for years to come. While the Bangladeshi government
must consider the political implications of expressly recognising this probability, it should
also consider the practical implications of failing to do so. The most promising path for
responsibly managing the Rohingya displacement crisis requires the government to shift its
sights to planning for the long term and looking to external partners for support in making
those plans succeed. That is the path it should now take."
ICG, "Conflict,

Health Cooperation and COVID-19 in Myanmar," Briefing 161 / Asia 19
May 2020, https://www.crisisgroup.org/asia/south-east-asia/myanmar/b161-conflict-healthcooperation-and-covid-19-myanmar, commented, "Conflicts have paused in much of Myanmar,
opening a window for the government, military and ethnic armed groups to pursue a holistic
response to the coronavirus. The parties should also work together in Rakhine State, where
fighting persists, to limit the disease’s spread.
What’s new? Amid a lull in fighting in much of the country, the Myanmar government
and ethnic armed groups appear willing to put aside politics and work together to prevent the
spread of COVID-19. The exception is Rakhine State, where conflict is escalating, putting
medical workers at risk and exacerbating a potential health disaster.
Why does it matter? Conflict-affected areas of the country are highly vulnerable to
COVID-19 but often outside state control. A successful response to the pandemic will
require close coordination among the government, the military and ethnic armed groups,
many of which have long run their own health systems.
What should be done? The government, military and ethnic armed groups should
work together to combat the virus through prevention, surveillance, testing and referrals. In
Rakhine, they should ensure the safety of health workers, enable access to displaced
populations and strengthen COVID-19 prevention messaging.
I. Overview
A major COVID-19 outbreak could have devastating consequences in a country as conflictaffected as Myanmar, where health spending is limited, governance is weak, hundreds of
thousands of people are displaced by fighting, and the government cannot reach many areas held
by ethnic armed groups. Reducing transmission as much as possible so that the health system can
better cope will require cooperation with these groups, many of which run their own health
systems. Promising discussions that have already begun between the government and various
ethnic armed groups should continue in earnest to enable a holistic response in areas of the country
where conflict is presently limited. The exception is Rakhine State, where fighting continues to
escalate between the Myanmar military and Arakan Army, undermining prevention efforts and
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putting the lives of health workers at risk. Here, all sides should ensure the safety of medical
personnel, allow humanitarian access to displaced and other vulnerable populations, and work to
improve public adherence to mitigation measures.
Myanmar was one of the last countries in the world to confirm a case of COVID-19,
announcing its first two positive tests on 23 March. So far, the spread of the virus appears to be
limited, with fewer than 200 cases and just six deaths recorded, but low testing capacity and the
geographic distribution of cases mean that the disease is likely to be far more prevalent than
reported. Even a modest outbreak would put considerable strain on resources, particularly hospital
beds for severe and critical cases. A holistic response that includes cooperation with ethnic armed
groups will be essential for containing the pandemic and avoiding a potentially catastrophic human
toll.
Although Myanmar’s military eventually announced a national ceasefire to support
the response to COVID-19 in early May, it has excluded areas of Rakhine and southern Chin
States where it remains engaged in fierce fighting with the Arakan Army. The Arakan Army,
through its alliance with two other ethnic armed groups, has also announced a unilateral ceasefire,
but the war shows no sign of abating. Hundreds of combatants and civilians have been killed since
the start of the year, and the government’s recent designation of the Arakan Army as a terrorist
group has further diminished any prospect of de-escalation. The death of a World Health
Organization (WHO) driver, whose vehicle was attacked on 20 April as it took novel coronavirus
swabs to Yangon for testing, underscores the risks this conflict poses to health workers and to
efforts to combat the virus. With no chance of a ceasefire in the near term, the government, the
military and the Arakan Army should instead aim to reach an agreement that guarantees safe access
for medical personnel and humanitarian workers.
Elsewhere, cooperation between the government and ethnic armed groups remains
very much possible. The pandemic has surfaced in Myanmar at a time when the rest of the country
is experiencing a lull in armed conflict. Although the peace process is largely stalled and the most
powerful armed groups continue to resist signing the Nationwide Ceasefire Agreement (NCA),
there have been few clashes reported in recent months in Kachin, Kayin and Shan States.
Combined with this relative calm, the urgent need to respond to COVID-19 has created an opening
for discussions. The government has already taken a number of positive steps, including forming
a committee to coordinate with ethnic armed groups and developing a response plan that formally
recognises the role of ethnic health providers. Tentative talks are now under way on how to take
coronavirus cooperation forward.
Keeping discussions focused on technical aspects of health coordination, and avoiding
linking the response to the peace process, will ensure the best opportunities for progress. It is of
course possible that cooperation on COVID-19 could have benefits beyond the immediate
response, including for the peace process. If the government, ethnic armed groups and ethnic health
providers are able to work together to respond to the pandemic, this effort should, at a minimum,
help build some trust. The most likely positive consequence is that it will prompt future
coordination on health-related matters, something for which the NCA already provides but has not
yet been pursued by either side. Generating dividends for the peace process should not be the
primary objective, however, because it will politicise and thus complicate – even likely derail –
collective efforts to respond to the virus. It is important that the focus remains on the pressing need
to protect people across the country from contagion, whether they live in government-controlled
areas or under an ethnic armed group’s administration.
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The government and ethnic armed groups need to find a way to work together,
putting aside to the extent possible the political issues surrounding the peace process. The
support of the Tatmadaw, as the Myanmar military is known, will be vital. Donors also have
an important role to play in providing financing and technical support to facilitate this
cooperation."
Catie Edmondson, "House Passes Uighur Human Rights Bill, Prodding Trump to Punish
China: The House overwhelmingly cleared legislation that would punish top Chinese officials for
detaining more than one million Muslims in internment camps," The New York Times, May 27, 2020,
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/05/27/us/politics/house-uighurs-china-sanctions.html,
reported,
"The House voted overwhelmingly on Wednesday to pass a measure that would punish top
Chinese officials for detaining more than one million Muslims in internment camps, sending
President Trump a bill intended to force him to take a more aggressive stand on human rights
abuses in China."
Sophie Cousins, "Indigenous Australians Avert an Outbreak—for Now: When the coronavirus
arrived, aboriginal communities sprang into action long before the government. But in light of a
neglected health system, can their tenuous successes be maintained?," Foreign policy (FP), May 19,
2020, https://foreignpolicy.com/2020/05/19/indigenous-australians-avert-coronavirus-outbreak-fornowaboriginal/?utm_source=postup&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=21600&utm_term=editors
%20picks%20oc&?tpcc=21600, reported, "When the H1N1 pandemic arrived in Australia in
2009, it took a disproportionately heavy toll on indigenous people, who ultimately suffered a
death rate around six times higher than the general population. Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander peoples, who at the time made up just 2.5 percent of the population, accounted for 11
percent of the 37,683 cases recorded across the country. They also accounted for 16 percent of
hospitalizations and nearly 10 percent of admissions to intensive care units."
Knowing the H1N1 aboriginal experience well, in March 2020, James Ward, at the
University of Queensland’s Poche Centre for Indigenous Health, made certain that clear health
messages reached Aboriginal communities in their languages at the Aboriginal communitycontrolled health services across the country. Several of the communities quickly shut their
borders. At the same time, the federal government, meanwhile, set up a national aboriginal
and Torres Strait Islander advisory group on COVID-19 to fast-track an emergency
response plan for aboriginal communities, for which Ward advised. The advisory group was
composed of leaders from the aboriginal community-controlled health sector, state and territory
health and medical officials, aboriginal communicable disease experts, the Australian Indigenous
Doctors’ Association, and the National Indigenous Australians Agency. It proceeded on principles
of shared decision-making, power-sharing, self-determination, and empowerment.
By mid-May, the Aboriginal effort was at least temporarily effective. Of Australia’s' 7000
confirmed COVID-19 cases, only 44 were Aboriginals, and none were confirmed in the
remote communities, who, as of 2016, wew 3.3 percent of the country’s population. What might
yet unfold, remained to be seen.
Bradley Moggridge for IndigenousX, "As the driest inhabited continent, Australia should
listen to the oldest water science on the planet: There is not much water out there in many parts of
the country – unless you know how and when to find it," The Guardian, May 19, 2020,
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commented, "Australia is often acknowledged to be the driest inhabited continent on Earth.
It has been the traditional lands of Australia’s first peoples for thousands of generations. I
am Kamilaroi and my cultural water (gali) place is Boobera Lagoon."
"In Australia we barely talk about this, let alone teach it or celebrate it. We are privileged
to have access to the oldest living cultures on the planet. Cultures that have a little voice yet can
tell us so much. I am tired of this, so imagine how tired my elders feel?
"Protecting water places (both surface and groundwater) has always been a high
priority for survival and remains a cultural obligation. Aside from coastal regions, the tropics
in the wet season and the south-east riverine country, there is not much water out there – unless
you know how and when to find it.
But there is growing recognition of the importance of embedding Indigenous
knowledge into science. I have been given a great platform to tell my story by being awarded the
CSIRO Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Stem professional career achievement award for
2019."
Dr. Moggridge is a water scientist. His master’s thesis became the basis for
the Aboriginal knowledge and groundwater portion of the Australian curriculum. While at
the University of Melbourne under Prof Marcia Langton, he led the Indigenous knowledge
– water component (Referenced in the "Global Newsstand," Christian Science Monitor Weekly,
June 1, 2020).
Livia Albeck-Ripka, "Mining Firm Plans to Destroy Indigenous Australian Sites, Despite
Outcry: Just weeks after another company was criticized for razing ancient caves in the Pilbara
desert, BHP said it would expand an iron ore mine on land that contains rock shelters some 15,000
years
old,"
The
New
York
Times,
June
12,
2020, https://www.nytimes.com/2020/06/11/world/australia/indigenous-caves-BHP-mining.html,
reported, "A giant mining company on Thursday said it would go ahead with destroying at
least 40 ancient Indigenous sites in the Pilbara desert in Western Australia, just days after a
national outcry over revelations that other archaeological sites in the region had been razed.
The company, BHP, received approval to destroy the sites in May after it applied to expand
an iron ore mine, worth $3.2 billion, on land that contains rock shelters some 15,000 years old.
But in a moment of global upheaval around race and inequality, BHP’s plan has stoked
outrage and criticism in Australia. The issue has also intensified a decades-long debate about the
mistreatment of Indigenous peoples, highlighting concerns that traditional heritage is often
subjugated to the country’s largest and most important industry: mining."
Suicide remains a serious problem for aboriginal youth in Australia, as it is for young
Indigenous people around the world. The suicide rate for Aboriginal and Torres Straight
youth 15-24 is almost 4 times the national non-Indigenous rate. The Australian Bureau of
Statistics reported that from 2014-2018 suicide was the leading cause of death among
Aboriginals 5-17. Pat Dudgeon commented in an interview that she is optimistic of the response
in Australia to the aboriginal suicide problem, saying that the communities are working to face the
problem, while with considerable national concern about it, the government has shown an interest
in acting to improve the situation ("Combating Suicide Among Indigenous Peoples: An Interview
with Pat Dundgeon," Cultural Survival Quarterly, June, 2020).
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DIALOGUING
50 YEARS OF EARTH DAY: WILL WE HAVE 100?
Kimberlee Hurley,* April 21, 2020
Today is the 50th anniversary of Earth Day. Started in 1970 in the wake of a number of
environmental disasters, particularly the Santa Barbara, CA oil spill and burning of the Cuyahoga
River in Ohio, both in 1969, it has grown into a worldwide movement. Environmental clean-up
and recycling efforts have been boosted, legislation (domestic and international) has been enacted,
and general public awareness about the critical importance of keeping our environment healthy
has been fully embedded.
In that time, we have accomplished much for our planet, but not nearly enough. Massive
pollution still takes place – especially by corporations, including Shell, BP, and Exxon Mobil,
which put profit above all else – and rising global temperatures and sea levels put millions of
people at risk of losing their livelihoods, their homes, and their lives. The United States – the
second largest CO2 contributor in the world – withdrew from the Paris Agreement only two years
after its signing. We must take this opportunity to not only look at the progress of the past 50 years,
but what still needs to be done in the next 50 years to ensure the safety and survival of our planet.
In the United States, a great deal of legislation was passed which helped set the country on
the path toward a healthier environment. The most significant victory in the wake of the first Earth
Day was the creation of the Environmental Protection Agency on December 2, 1970. This agency
consolidated research, monitoring, and enforcement of all federal activities involving air, water,
and land protection. Under its aegis, protections were enshrined for the country’s air, water, and
wetlands; legislation governing toxic, nuclear, and medical waste instituted further safeguards for
people and their communities.
The Clean Air Act of 1970, the first legislation passed under the EPA, has had a significant
impact on air quality in the United States. From 1980 to 2018, aggregate emissions have dropped
68 percent; the highest rate of change was in lead emissions, which dropped 99 percent, mostly
due to regulations removing lead from fuel. Laws protecting the country’s water, including the
Clean Water Act (1972) and Safe Drinking Water Act (1974), prevented further pollution, restored
the nation’s waterways, and allowed regulation of public drinking water.
With these acts and many more, the EPA has instituted demonstrable changes for the better.
Medical, nuclear, and toxic waste is no longer wantonly disposed; it is now done safely and with
proper notification to local communities, preventing its deleterious effects on people.
Contaminated Superfund sites are identified, and significant actions are taken to clean up
hazardous materials and other damaging waste, even restoring some of these lands to public use.
A great deal of international action on the environment has taken place in the last 50 years
as well. The first significant piece of legislation was the 1989 Montreal Protocol. With the
discovery of a hole in the ozone layer (which shields the Earth from the Sun’s radiation) above
330

Antarctica in 1985, the international community knew that it had to come together to repair the
damage. The actions taken with this Protocol have been successful—in 2018, a NASA study
showed ozone layer recovery resulting from bans on chlorofluorocarbons and other ozonedestroying chemicals, which were the target of the Montreal Protocol. Instead of expanding by 40
percent by 2013, as scientists estimate would have happened without these measures, the ozone
hole is expected to heal completely by 2050.
The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change is the main United Nations body tasked
with assessing the science on climate change. Its work has been momentous, recognized in 2007
with the Nobel Peace Prize, and has delivered critical materials used in the creation of the 1997
Kyoto Protocol and the 2015 Paris Agreement (themselves products of the 1994 United Nations
Framework Convention on Climate Change). The Kyoto Protocol, while flawed, especially
considering the exclusion of mandatory goals for developing countries like China and India, who
even at the time of the agreement were massive polluters, showed demonstrable results—emissions
from “advanced countries” included in the agreement dropped an overall 22.6 percent compared
to 1990 levels.
The 2015 Paris Agreement is still in its infancy. Its goals, to keep the increase in global
average temperature to less than 2°C above pre-industrial levels, limit the global temperature
increase to 1.5°C in order to reduce the risks and impacts of climate change, and reach peak global
emissions quickly in order to rapidly reduce overall emissions, will be measured in decades. With
global goals, this is without question a global effort.
However, despite these measures, we are still facing a global environmental crisis. In the
United States, despite the protections offered by the Safe Drinking Water Act, many cities still
provide unsafe drinking water to its residents—most famously highlighted by the 2014 crisis in
Flint, MI, which is still ongoing to this day. The National Priorities List of Superfund sites
currently sits at 1,335; only 424 have been removed.
Despite the advancements made under the Kyoto Protocol, global carbon dioxide emissions
have only continued to rise since 1990. Forests, which not only purify the Earth’s air and water
but provide millions of people with jobs, are being destroyed at an unprecedented rate—18.7
million acres, or 27 soccer fields, every minute. Sea levels continue to rise; countries such as
Indonesia, the Netherlands, and the United States risk losing low-laying cities, while others like
Kiribati, the Maldives, and the Marshall Islands risk disappearing under the sea entirely. Wildfires
across the globe have been burning longer and more frequently, ending plant, animal, and human
lives.
This fiftieth celebration of Earth Day should serve as a celebration of the work that has
been done—our skies, lands, and oceans are significantly cleaner. However, it should also serve
as a wake-up call for the work that still needs to be done. Fires and rising sea levels threaten to
destroy entire countries; water scarcity is poised to be the biggest cause of wars around the world.
This is a critical moment for our planet—we must take this opportunity to continue our work for
a healthier globe before it is too late.
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*Kimberlee Hurley is a Multimedia Editor at the Alon Ben-Meir Institute. She may be reached at,
kimberlee@alonben-meir.com, www.alonben-meir.com.
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YEARS OF EARTH DAY: WILL WE HAVE 100?" - A COMMENT
Stephen M. Sachs*

Ms. Hurley is quite correct that in the last 50 years, at least until 2017, a great deal had
been accomplished to protect the environment in many areas, but there was, and is, still a huge set
of tasks to accomplish if we are to harmonize adequately with the planet and its vast number of
beings sufficiently to avoid major catastrophe. In the United States, and elsewhere, the rate of
environmental destruction was slowed in some areas, while in others various levels of
improvement were accomplished. But since early 2017, the task has not only been to build much
further and faster on what has already been done, but also to stop the Trump administration's efforts
to undue a wide range of the essential, but insufficient, gains that had been realized. And Trump
and company have not been alone, with perhaps Brazil's current President Bolsonaro the worst
culprit. So if we human beings are to have a positive 100th Earth Day, we now have to double our
effort.
*Stephen M. Sachs is Coordinating Editor of Nonviolent Cchange, and Senior Editor of Indigenous
Policy (IPJ: www.indigenouspolicy.org). He has been teaching, speaking, and writing on
environmental issues for more than forty years.
°°°*°°°
ECONOMIC GROWTH CAN'T GO BACK TO NORMAL IF WE ARE TO SOLVE THE
ECOLOGICAL CRISIS
MOST SCIENTISTS AGREE THAT AN UNPRECEDENTED ECONOMIC
TRANSFORMATION IS NOW NEEDED TO LIMIT GLOBAL TEMPERATURE RISE
TO 1.5°C AND AVERT CLIMATE BREAKDOWN.
Joe Herbert and Riccardo Mastini*
Republished under a Creative Commons Attribution-Share Alike 3.0 License from Common
Dreams, June 08, 2020, https://www.commondreams.org/views/2020/06/08/economic-growthcant-go-back-normal-if-we-are-solve-ecological-crisis?cdorigin=rss&utm_term=AO&utm_campaign=Daily%20Newsletter&utm_content=email&utm_so
urce=Daily%20Newsletter&utm_medium=Email.
The COVID-19 pandemic has delivered a sharp and sudden shock to the global economy’s
usual diet of ever-expanding economic growth. Measures to tackle the virus have seen
industries grind to a halt, and high streets become ghost towns. Experts are predicting the worst
global recession since the 1930s, and the UK’s Gross Domestic Product (GDP) is forecast to fall
by 14% in 2020.
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For the beneficiaries of our existing economic system, this hit to growth is a waking
nightmare.
Growth is heralded as a rising tide that lifts all boats, creating larger incomes and more
jobs, as well as funding essential public services like healthcare and education. Strong and
uninterrupted growth is considered an unquestionable good that benefits all of society.
The problems with growth
But what drives economic growth? Our economy relies on burning fossil fuels and
depleting natural resources to expand production and consumption, while polluting the
environment with the waste. Most of us are forced to work for wages in order to survive, creating
the goods and services which generate growth, while a minority siphon off the profits. In
2018, 82% of new wealth created went to the world’s richest 1%, while the poorest half of the
global population got nothing.
Most scientists agree that an unprecedented economic transformation is now needed to
limit global temperature rise to 1.5°C and avert climate breakdown. Meanwhile, the destruction of
ecosystems to claim land and resources in service of more economic growth is contributing to
the sixth mass extinction of life on Earth.
“Green growth” has been touted as a solution to these problems. But recent research
suggests that growth cannot be decoupled from environmental pressures at a scale or speed
sufficient to halt ecological breakdown.
Transitioning to renewable energy can reduce carbon emissions, but it increases pressures
on rare Earth minerals and land to build wind and solar farms. Reducing emissions in one country
often involves exporting dirty production processes to another. When goods are made more
efficient, they become cheaper to produce, and their lower ecological impact is often offset by
increased consumption. Think of someone switching to a fuel efficient car but driving more often.
Put simply, attempts at “greening” growth often shift, rather than eliminate, environmental impact.
Governments have taken action to reduce the spread of COVID-19 at the expense of
economic growth. But as the post-pandemic recession kicks in, rebooting growth will be the
priority. This would set us right back on the path of ecological catastrophe.
Yet, polling suggests a public appetite to prioritise wellbeing over growth in the postCOVID economy. To achieve this while tackling ecological crisis would require turning the
current short-term disruption to growth into a long-term managed downscaling of the economy.
As researchers, we work with a concept which can guide this task: degrowth.
Well-being without growth
Degrowth calls for a fundamental restructuring of the economy to reduce its ecological
impact and improve well-being by abolishing economic growth as a social objective.
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The pandemic will shrink the global economy, but not in a targeted way that downscales
carbon-intensive sectors. For this reason, a degrowth transition would look very different to a
crisis-driven recession such as the present one. Still, there are useful lessons to be drawn from
COVID-19. Firstly, when confronted with a major crisis, we must stop activities that threaten wellbeing, regardless of the impact on growth.
Once we have established the necessary boundaries to protect well-being – whether it’s
closing non-essential industries to prevent the spread of a virus, or curtailing those which threaten
to push global warming beyond 1.5°C – our task as a society is to build an economy which helps
everyone live well within those limits. For instance, the appeal during the pandemic to “stay home”
could afterwards become “stay grounded”, as we scale down the enormously carbon-intensive
aviation industry while expanding green public transport.
Secondly, COVID-19 has also prompted society to reconsider how we value different
forms of labour. The heroes of the pandemic are those undervalued by our current economic
system, often working for low wages or in poor conditions. They are, among others, the cleaners,
shop workers, farmers, nurses, rubbish collectors, teachers, postal workers and food couriers.
Feminist economists describe this work - disproportionately done by women - as the “reproductive
economy”, so called because it provides the essential services on which the rest of society depends
for its day to day functioning.
Lots of vital reproductive work also occurs outside of the waged labour market, such as
care of relatives in family homes. If all this unwaged labour were paid, it’s estimated that its global
value would total $10.8 trillion per year. A care income could support all those doing unpaid work
caring for other people and their local environments.
Reproductive work is central to sustaining well-being, but it also tends to have a lower
ecological impact than much of the industrial economy. For these reasons, a degrowth transition
could reduce ecological degradation by shrinking the sectors that pollute the most, like the fossil
fuel industry and aviation, while expanding reproductive sectors such as health care, education and
ecosystems restoration.
The COVID-19 pandemic has undeniably created an upsurge of political imagination.
Now, as the restructuring of the post-pandemic economy begins, we must resist the return to
infinite growth. The future of life on Earth depends upon it.
*Joe Herbert (@joefherb) is a doctoral researcher in Human Geography at Newcastle University
(UK). Riccardo Mastini (@r_mastini) is a doctoral researcher in Political Ecology in the Institute
of Environmental Science and Technology at the Autonomous University of Barcelona (Spain).
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AN OBLIGATORY DISCUSSION AROUND DEVELOPMENT: CARE OF THE
ENVIRONMENT AND INDIGENOUS PEOPLES’ SELF-DETERMINATION
Salvador Ravinal Catú*
Republished
from
Cultural
Survival,
February
27,
https://www.culturalsurvival.org/news/obligatory-discussion-around-development-careenvironment-and-indigenous-peoples-self

2020,

“Resistance ought to be our motto, for all of us, The Original Peoples of Central America.”
Colonial history has provided many and devastating testimonies regarding the reality in
Central America; among those, the struggle and resistance by Indigenous people in countries with
imperialistic models. Indigenous people have been covered in blood for being custodians of the
environment, for defending their lands and for seeking their own development and happiness
according to their worldview. In Guatemala, the Constitution of the Republic did not recognize
the Mayan Peoples until 1996 encouraging even greater marginalization of them. The Guatemalan
oligarchy has tried, through various methods, to oppress and destroy the Mayan Peoples, imposing
a Western ideology through state policies, leaving minimal opportunity for them to develop out of
their own specific identities and differences. In spite of this, for many centuries, the construction
of tightly knit social community has been our mechanism for survival as Maya Peoples.
For Mayan communities, just as for other original peoples, there are many important
elements to putting together this weaving, e.g. self-determination, identity, resistance. Each in its
own way is a fundamental principle for growing our development. That said, one must ask the
question: what is the collective vision in Guatemala regarding development and what does
development mean for its original peoples. Remembering our ancestors, obliges us to think about
this idea in relationship to advances in medicine, math, astronomy and architecture. However, the
contemporary capitalist model has sold to countries like ours the idea that a community is
developed only when it is economically developed — something that destroys the environment
stripping Indigenous people of their resources and appropriating their territory.
The current oligarchy completely rejects Mayan culture and its world view. Demtrio Cojtí
notes in the book Mayan Cultural Activism, “To lay the foundation for assimilation, the mixedrace colonizer proposes, cultivates, and maintains projects in society as if development and
modernization are what Guatemalans need. Such development and modernization demand, as a
pre-requisite, the death of Indigenous culture,because, according to the colonizer, it is the cause
of under-development among Indigenous Peoples and the cause of backwardness in the country as
a whole.” Additionally, the colonizer labels the indigenous as incapable and ignorant, disregarding
their right to be different and their right to a decent life through conservation of the sacred mother
earth and vital natural resources such as water. Water is the fountain for survival of all human
beings and over time numerous indigenous community leaders have shed blood to defend it so that
it would not be spilled out like a product to be bought and sold.
For Mayan communities the struggle comes out of our world view and therefore has led us
to protect water. We consider it, not only the fountain of life, but also a living entity, with its own
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rights, something intrinsic to our spirituality. Regrettably, the right to protect and defend our
practices and ideas regarding water is being privatized by governmental policies and laws that
benefit the elitist economy. Water is a resource utilized by mining companies through re-directing
the flow of rivers for hydroelectrics. And in other cases to promote “friendly” projects in which
the actual underlying purpose is privatization for the appropriation of water. This is a seriously
worrisome issue for communities.
Living in the highlands of Solalá Department are three recognized Mayan groups: the
Kiche, the Kaqchikel and the Tz’utujil. They live around the sacred lake, Atitlán, one of the most
beautiful places in the world and one of the most endangered and coveted by international, national
and transnational businesses. This situation has created a huge conflict between the local
Indigenous Peoples and said companies, who are depleting the resources in the south of the
country. And they are looking for strategies and negotiating with the government via the Authority
for a Sustainable Lake Atitlán Basin and Its Surroundings (AMSCLAE). Their plan? To introduce
a pipeline some 40 meters deep that surrounds the lake to collect contaminated water and to
transport it to the south for commercial purposes.
After many studies done by national and international environmentalists, we Indigenous
Peoples of this territory have concluded that this project has as its objective to privatize water and
sanitation services. The project could manage and hold in reserve water for use by hydroelectrics,
agri-industrial irrigation of single crop agriculture, i.e. sugar, bananas, rubber plantations, and
palm oil, which would be exploiting this resource under rule of law. The Mayan communities
around the lake are aware of the contamination problem, but they know that Megacolector is
neither the only solution, nor would it be the best, especially because the solution ought to be one
that is within the principles of Mayan world view.
Last year the previous Guatemalan administration approved the go-ahead for the project
which allowed for application for loans from institutions such as the World Bank, International
Monetary Fund and the Central American Bank for Economic Integration. The loan is profitable
for the government which is backing it since it would not constitute a problem for the
government. Nevertheless, it violates Agreement 169 of the International Workers’ Organization
which recognizes the self-determination of Indigenous Peoples, independent tribes to decide
among themselves regarding their own economic development. Loan approval now rests with the
Guatemalan Congress. San Pedro, Santiago Atitlán, San Juan, Cerro de Oro and San Lucas
Tolimán have already organized to oppose it. Supported by social organizations and Mayan
authorities they have educated themselves regarding the consequences of Megacolector, requesting
that the government respect, not only Agreement 169 of the International Workers’ Organization,
but other international treatises as well.
I believe it is of utmost urgency that the government of Guatemala respect the law and that
they support us as Indigenous peoples, that they grant protection and liberty so that our Indigenous
leaders can, in a serious way, participate in discussions about the destiny of Lake Atitlán,
specifically in departmental (provincial/state), regional and national planning for development,
prioritizing the collective rights of Indigenous Peoples, the territory and the environment. The
term “development” is in crisis because the contemporary concept is limited to benefiting certain
powerful groups, but we demand that development thrive in our communities based on good faith
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in the legitimacy of indigenous peoples. We do not want any more governmental policies that
benefit individuals’ interests. We want the government to guarantee our right to our own wellbeing.
And so, I firmly believe that it is fundamental that the State take into consideration our
world view, our way of life, the culture of our peoples, above all, in important topics such as
decisions regarding the environment. We must be well-informed long in advance about the
consequences of actions and decisions that are planned for implementation. That means based on
the principle of free, informed and prior consent. Let’s unite in support of this cause, in defense
of our own development, so that the elitist economy does not continue business for their own
benefit which causes conflict for our Indigenous communities. I urge inhabitants to be aware and
to unite in our will to make an agreement, as is our collective right, regarding water: to conserve
it, respect it and take care of it.
*Salvador Ravinal Catú was born in 1995 in the Cerro de Oro community of Santiago Atitlán in
the Department of Sololá, Guatemala. He is of the Mayan group Tz’utujl. Currently he is studying
for his undergraduate degree in Political Science and International Relations at the Rafael Landívar
campus in Quetzaltenango. He is known for being an active and tenacious young man, author of
the article “Structural and Situational/Historical Analysis of the Internal Armed Conflict in
Santiago Atitlán, Guatemala.”
-&*&*&*&CYCLONE AMPHAN IS A WARNING FOR THE UNITED STATES
THE STORM RAVAGED INDIA AND BANGLADESH ALL THE WORSE BECAUSE
OF SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC INEQUALITY. THE SAME, OR WORSE, COULD
HAPPEN HERE.
Basav Sen*
Republished under a Creative Commons Attribution license from Foreign Policy in Focus (FPIF),
June
12,
2020,
https://fpif.org/cyclone-amphan-is-a-warning-for-the-unitedstates/?emci=4181397e-30b1-ea11-9b05-00155d039e74&emdi=46ed5957-83b1-ea11-9b0500155d039e74&ceid=3984446.
In the march of the news cycle in U.S. media, the devastation of Cyclone Amphan in
Bangladesh and Eastern India is all but forgotten. But the several million people who live there,
and those of us with ancestral ties to the region, don’t have the luxury of forgetting.
Neither, really, should anyone else. The story of Amphan — including the surprising
successes of the response as well as the horrors and the underlying causes — hold very important
lessons for everyone, including here in the United States.
Cyclone Amphan lashed Bangladesh and the neighboring Indian state of West Bengal
with 165 kph(105 mph) winds and a 5-meter (15 ft.) storm surge. Almost 100 people lost their
lives in India, and another 26 in Bangladesh. According to the UN, 10 million people in
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Bangladesh were directly affected and 500,000 families were left homeless. On the Indian side,
the Chief Minister of West Bengal estimated the damage in her state to be $13 billion.
The Sundarbans, the world’s largest mangrove forest, bore the brunt of the storm. Local
residents, who are poor to begin with, had their livelihoods devastated, with farmlands submerged
in salt water and homes destroyed.
Kolkata, a city of 15 million (and my birthplace), was severely hit as well. Power lines
went down, leading to deaths from electrocution and prolonged blackouts affecting millions.
Thousands of trees were downed, killing people and blocking streets. As with any disaster, the
poor were most affected, with many of the city’s numerous shantytowns devastated.
Saving Lives Takes Will and Planning
Tragic as the death toll is, it could have been much worse. Both the Bangladesh and West
Bengal governments acted swiftly and successfully to evacuate large numbers of people — about
2 million and 1 million people, respectively, from each place.
There’s a very important lesson here. The death toll from Hurricane Katrina on the U.S.
Gulf Coast was more than 1,800. Hurricane Maria killed about 3,000 people in Puerto Rico. Yet
the respective per capitas GDP of the U.S., India, and Bangladesh are almost $63,000, just above
$2,000, and less than $1,700.
Evidently, saving lives doesn’t take a whole lot of resources. It takes planning, preparation,
and will.
A representative of the World Meteorological Organization referred to the mobilization for
the cyclone in the South Asian countries as “a textbook example of how it should be done.” (A
caveat — while the evacuation planning by governments on both sides of the border was indeed
commendable, let’s not kid ourselves into thinking that they’re somehow progressive and
egalitarian. They’re not. More on that later.)
The question for us in the U.S. is, will we let go of our arrogant presumption that we have
nothing to learn from other countries — with an added layer of racism if the countries are majority
non-white?
Inequalities of Responsibility
Next, let’s ask what made such a severe storm more likely in the first place.
Bay of Bengal cyclones aren’t a new phenomenon. But, just as with violent storms
worldwide, they’ve become more severe because of the warming of our planet. Climatologists
are attributing the intensification of Amphan to a warming Bay of Bengal.
As with much else in our world, not everyone is equally responsible.
India and Bangladesh have respective per capita carbon dioxide emissions of 1.7 and 0.5
kilotons, compared to 16.5 for the U.S. and an outrageous 43.9 for the oil-rich nation of Qatar.
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Looking at cumulative historic emissions makes the inequalities even more stark. The U.S.
alone is responsible for a quarter of the world’s greenhouse gas emissions since 1751, which is
more than the 28 countries of the European Union combined. This compares to 3 percent for India,
and a negligible number for Bangladesh. And science says that cumulative emissions do matter.
Changes in carbon dioxide concentration, in particular, can persist in the atmosphere for
“thousands of years.”
The conclusion? Rich Northern countries have a disproportionate share of the blame for
the climate crisis, and countries in the Global South bear a disproportionate burden. Transferring
resources from Northern countries to the Global South to reduce greenhouse gas emissions and
adapt to a changing climate should not be seen as charity, but as a form of reparations.
Remember that next time you hear sociopathic demagogues from rich
countries ranting about how they don’t want to squander money on climate action in poor
countries.
Just in case you thought only one political party was to blame for America’s climate
criminality, recall that past Democratic administrations in the U.S. have also dragged their feet on
climate action. The Obama administration is often credited with “leadership” on global climate
action, specifically for its role in the Paris climate accord. However, pressure from the
U.S. contributed to the Paris accord being non-binding (and consequently, toothless).
A more honest assessment of the Paris accord would be that the U.S. sabotaged it, not that
it helped usher it in. The explosive growth in U.S. oil and gas production during the Obama years
is still more evidence of the Obama administration’s climate hypocrisy.
Inequalities of Burden
These North-South inequalities are a correct — but not a complete — picture. They don’t
take into account the grotesque inequalities of wealth and power within Global South countries.
The share of India’s national income going to the top 1 percent reached a low of 6 percent
in 1982, a pretty steep decline from the 20 percent level in the 1930s during British colonial rule.
But then it started rising again, reaching even higher levels than in colonial times. Since the
implementation of neoliberal economic “reforms” imposed by the International Monetary Fund
(IMF) in the early 1990s, the increase has been steady.
Even more alarmingly, the first two decades of accelerated neoliberalism saw the share of
income going to the bottom half of the income distribution steadily falling, and now the top 1
percent earn more than the entire bottom half of the income distribution.
None of this was inevitable. It was the result of conscious political choices embraced by
the Indian elite to restructure India’s economy for their own benefit at the expense of the majority
of Indians.

339

Neighboring Bangladesh has its own story of growing inequality, with the share of national
income captured by the top 10 percent growing from 21 percent to 27 percent between 1984 and
2010, and the share of the bottom 10 percent decreasing from just above to just below 4 percent.
This matters a lot in the context of disasters such as Amphan. The poorer people are, the
more vulnerable they are when disasters hit, and the less resources they have to rebuild their lives.
And in highly unequal societies, the less political clout they have to demand governmental
assistance.
We’re already seeing evidence of this in post-Amphan India. Impoverished residents of
the Sundarbans are complaining of the failure of local governments to distribute food. Landless
peasants are guessing, based on their experience with past disasters, that their landlords will get
all the government relief funds when they’re eventually distributed.
Social Repression
In India in particular, the widening economic chasm between the haves and the have-nots
is happening against a historical backdrop of deep-seated social inequalities based on factors such
as caste and religion.
Dalits, who are lowest in the Hindu caste hierarchy, have faced centuries of apartheid
that persists today. Adivasis, or Indigenous peoples, are routinely displaced and dispossessed for
the benefit of extractive industries. Both Dalits and Adivasis are significantly poorer on
average than higher caste Hindus. And both communities routinely face vigilante violence as well
as state repression when they assert their rights.
The Muslim community is the prime target for state-sanctioned violence in India. India’s
current fascist Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) government (yes, the term is accurate) is rooted in
political formations whose foundational agenda is Islamophobia. True to form, the BJP has
pursued an unabashedly anti-Muslim agenda in power, through state policy and open incitement
of vigilante violence.
This is the broader political context in which Amphan struck India. It will require vigilance
and struggle to ensure that Muslims, Dalits, and Adivasis aren’t discriminated against in the
recovery process, or worse still, criminalized and targeted for removal and violence.
Once again, there’s much for us in the U.S. to learn from the Indian context.
We also live in a deeply unequal and repressive society, where law enforcement officers
routinely murder black and brown people with impunity. We haven’t reached full-blown fascism
yet, though there have been indications over the last several years that we’re on our way down that
road, and recent developments that are even more alarming. We need an urgent course correction
to ensure we don’t become like India during Narendra Modi’s second term in office.
A Teachable Moment for the U.S.
There are clear takeaways for us in the U.S. from the South Asian disaster and its context.
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First, we need to prioritize and put resources into responding to disasters with compassion
and justice, following the lead of affected communities. If Global South countries with far less
resources than the U.S. can save more lives in disasters, clearly it can be done.
Second, we need to address our vastly unequal contribution to climate chaos by cutting our
own emissions and fossil fuel production, with a just transition for communities and workers. We
need to contribute our fair share to addressing climate change in poor countries, accounting for our
high per capita and cumulative emissions and our relative wealth. And we need to drop the
hubristic notion of “American leadership,” opting instead to work in good faith as an equal partner
with other countries to negotiate a strong, binding international agreement on climate change.
Even as we step up on issues of global equity, we must reverse course domestically on
economic policies that have made a few people fabulously wealthy at the expense of everyone
else. My Institute for Policy Studies colleagues and numerous other experts have developed policy
prescriptions to do that.
Most urgently, we have to reverse our slide into fascism. And we can’t do that without
confronting longstanding white supremacy, as large numbers of people across the country are
demanding right now.
*Basav Sen directs the Climate Policy Project at the Institute for Policy Studies.
<::K::>

NATIVE AMERICANS & HOW NATIVES FIGHT BACK
Cultural Survival
Repulished
from
Cultural
Survival,
February
17,
2020,
https://www.culturalsurvival.org/news/presidents-day-2020-11-ways-trump-dishonors-nativeamericans-how-natives-fight-back.
On Presidents Day 2020, we reflect on where Native Americans stand after three years of
a Trump presidency. Since taking office, the current administration has rolled back policies that
protect the rights of Indigenous Peoples and has failed to respect and honor Tribal Nations and
their sovereignty.
In order to support the struggle for Indigenous rights, we must take a stand against the
administration’s blatant disregard and disrespect for Indigenous communities and learn about the
ways in which we can support Indigenous Peoples when the government continually refuses to do
so.
1. Proposing to Rollback the National Environmental Policy Act
In 2020, Trump’s administration introduced its proposal to roll back environmental law to
be able to speed up energy and other projects. This proposal seeks to limit public reviews of
projects and allow the project sponsors to participate in the drafting of the federal environmental
impact statements. Lisa DeVille, a leader of the Fort Berthold Protectors of Water and Earth
Rights, claimed “Any law that provides broad opportunities for public participation in government
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decisions that affect the environment and local communities shouldn’t be rolled back; rather, laws
like the National Environmental Policy Act should be embraced and strengthened. The National
Environmental Policy Act is one of the only avenues for tribal members to have any input on
federal actions.”
A number of Tribal activists testified at a hearing of Trump’s Council on Environmental
Quality. Tribal historic preservation officer of the Rosebud Sioux Tribe Ben Rhodd argued that
the possible changes are a “direct effrontery to the sovereignty of Native Americans” as no tribes
were consulted.
2. Pushing for Arctic Refuge Drilling
The Trump administration has pushed to sell off the coastal plain of the Arctic National
Wildlife Refuge for drilling. The Gwich’in Steering Committee, along with a coalition of
Indigenous rights organizations including Cultural Survival, have raised concerns about human
rights violations against the Gwich’in Nation. The coastal plain is referred to as “The Sacred Place
Where Life Begins,” by the Gwich’in people and is crucial to their food security and way of life.
Drilling in this sensitive area would pose an existential threat to the Gwich’in Nation. In a letter
to 11 major banks, 15 Democratic senators urged the banks not to fund drilling in the area.
The letter states“Protection of the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge is not only intrinsically
important, it is also critical in the broader context of wilderness protection, Indigenous rights,
working to combat climate change, and preparing the U.S. economy to weather the growing
impacts of the climate crisis.”
3. Promoting a Racist Zero Tolerance Immigration Policy
Since December 2018, at least five Maya children have died at the U.S.-Mexico border died
under the custody of Customs and Border Protection, and one Maya young woman,Claudia Patricia
Gómez González, was shot and killed by a Border Patrol agent. Those responsible for these deaths
continue to enjoy impunity under President Trump. The D.C.-based International Maya
League staged a protest outside of the Department of Homeland Security in January. “As we have
seen in the cases of our children, many of [those stopped by Border Patrol] couldn’t even
understand what was happening, they couldn’t speak Spanish, [though many officials assume they
can],” said Juanita Cabrera Lopez of the International Mayan League.
This past winter has seen a particularly bad flu season. Some genetic experts say
Indigenous Peoples run a greater risk of dying from flu-related illnesses than other ethnic groups.
Despite being mis-identified by the umbrella term “Hispanic” a large number of migrant detainees
coming from Mexico, Guatemala, El Salvador, and Honduras are Indigenous. However, flu shots
are not being administered in migrant detention centers, even to children. As a result three children
have died of flu-related infections in the past year while in Customs and Border Protection
detention, including a 2-year-old, a 6-year-old, and 16-year-old Guatemalan Carlos Gregorio
Hernandez Vasquez, who died in a concrete cellblock after writhing and vomiting on the floor
alone overnight last May.
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4. Building the Border Wall
In February 2020, crews began controlled blasting of Monument Hill in the Organ Pipe
Cactus National Monument for the construction of the border wall between the US and Mexico.
This area is the site of a sacred burial ground to the Tohono O’odham Nation. The sacred sites in
the area date back 10,000 years, and human remains have already been uncovered in the
construction area. According to the Tohono O’odham Nation Chairman, Ned Norris, the Federal
agencies constructing the border wall “are in violation of their own policies since meaningful
consultations have not been held with the Tohono O’odham Nation.” Representative Raúl
Grijalva (D-AZ) stated “There has been no consultation with the nation. This administration is
basically trampling on the tribe’s history - and to put it poignantly, its ancestry.”
5. Establishing a Limited Task Force on Missing and Murdered American Indians and Alaska
Natives
In November 2019, Trump signed an executive order to establish a task force charged with
enhancing the physical safety of Indigenous People. Attorney General William Barr recently
visited Montana where he announced the government will commit $1.5 million to hire coordinators
in the 11 states where the issue of missing and murdered Indigenous individuals is most prominent.
Navajo Nation Vice President Myron Lizer said: “I commend President Trump and his
administration for recognizing the traumatic epidemic of missing and murdered indigenous
relatives.”
Yet many have criticized the task force as ill-conceived and insufficient.
Congresswoman Deb Haaland (D-NM), a member of the Pueblo of Laguna stated that “the DOJ’s
plan reflects a lack of consultation with Tribes, which is a pattern of this Administration on all
Indian Country issues”. Others have pointed out that the task force is comprised only of federal
officials, co-opting and excluding the work of Native activists, and that the task force focuses on
reservations while excluding those living in urban areas.
6. Failing to Legislate & Attacks on Land Trusts
In December 2019, Trump signed three bills directly relating to Native American issues
into law, one in support of the Spokane Tribe, one reauthorizing funding for Native language
initiatives, and one federally recognizing the Little Shell Tribe of Chippewa Indians in Montana.
However, these are the only pro tribal bills signed into law so far this legislative session; and
according to Indianz.com, historically about 20 tribal bills have been signed into law during any
particular session of Congress, regardless of which parties are running the show in Washington.
In the previous session, passage of bills in favor of Tribes was down by about 40% compared to
previous years.
Meanwhile, under Trump the Department of the Interior seems to be moving to restrict
how tribes in the lower 48 states and in Alaska can reclaim their homelands via land trusts. In
2018, the Department of Interior, under the Trump administration, took Mashpee Wampanoag land
in Massachusetts out of trust. This marks the first time Native land has been taken out of trust since
the “termination era” of the 1940s-1960s in which the US government intentionally attempted to
assimilate Native Americans into the broader culture. The Mashpee Wampanoag have
been advocating for support for “The Mashpee Wampanoag Tribe Reservation Reaffirmation Act”
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reverse the decision. However, Trump’s outspoken opposition for the bill, including this racist
tweet, aided in stopping the bill from passing in the Senate. The Mashpee Wampanoag Tribe has
since been fighting to reclaim their land rights in the federal courts.
"It's unconscionable and unthinkable that [on] something that is this critically important to
so many tribes [we] are not being consulted with," said Cheryl Andrews-Maltais, the chairwoman
of the Aquinnah Wampanoag Tribe to Indianz.com "It appears there is something going on
underneath our noses, behind closed doors, that could undermine our sovereignty and our ability
to have our tribal lands protected by the United States, which we paid for in advance through the
blood and life of our ancestors, our natural resources and our lands."
7. Slashing the Bears Ears Monument
Native Tribes have advocated and fought for the protection of Bears Ears for years. In 2016
it was named a national monument under the Obama administration. Less than a year later, Trump
approved of reducing Bears Ears Monument by 85 percent and announced it will be opened for oil
and gas bidding. At the same time, Trump also decreased the size of the Grand Staircase-Escalante
National Monument. Together, this was the largest rollback in the history of the United States of
public lands protection.
In response, the Hopi Tribe; Pueblo of Zuni; and Ute Mountain Ute Tribe, represented by
the Native American Rights Fund jointly filed suit. In the latest case update on January 9, 2020,
the Native American Rights Fund states that the tribal plaintiffs filed a motion for partial summary
judgment. “The motion asks the judge to rule that President Trump’s attempt to reduce Bears Ears
is beyond the president’s authority. Quite simply, the president is not authorized to revoke a
national monument once it has been established.” Check out these actions you can take.
8. Greenlighting Pipelines Across Native Treaty Lands
On January 24, 2017, Trump signed an executive order that reversed the Obama legislation
and advanced the construction of the fiercely-opposed Dakota Access pipeline. This expedited the
environmental review that Trump described as an "incredibly cumbersome, long, horrible
permitting process."
On February 7, 2017, Trump authorized the Army Corps of Engineers to proceed, ending
the environmental impact assessment and the associated public comment period. These pipelines
are a direct attack on tribal sovereignty, clean water, clean air, and sacred sites. But the groundswell
of support shown at Standing Rock has provided a legacy of improved understanding and
commitment to Indigenous sovereignty by many grassroots movements in the US and around the
world.
On November 8, 2018, following a suit filed by the Indigenous Environmental Network
and the North Coast Rivers Alliance, the Honorable Judge Morris overturned Trump’s executive
order, blocking construction of the Dakota Access Pipeline on grounds that “President Trump
violated federal environmental laws when his Administration claimed that the KXL Pipeline was
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consistent with the public interest.” Both organizations celebrated this ruling as a victory in favor
of Indigenous and environmental rights.
Unfortunately, due to a loophole in the law, Trump was able to sidestep the ruling and sign
a new order himself in March 2019 granting permission for the pipeline’s construction. The Oglala
Sioux Tribe has plans to bring this to court once again in 2020.
9. Cutting Federal Programs
Trump has proposed the removal of several federal assistance programs, including the
Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP). Trump has proposed to replace SNAP,
which provides monthly benefits to purchase food items, with a “food box” program. This program
would “replace half the benefits people receive with boxed, nonperishable — i.e. not fresh —
foods chosen by the government and not by the people eating them.” Decreased access to nutritious
food poses a major burden on health and could lead to increased rates of Type
2 diabetes and obesity amongst Native communities reliant on SNAP.
Native Americans were also disproportionately affected by the government shutdown,
which temporarily halts many federal assistance programs and federal health initiatives. Russell
Begaye, president of the Navajo Nation, described the hardships inflicted upon the Navajo Peoples
during the shutdown to The New York Times. He revealed in a time of heavy snowfall “roads are
unplowed because federal maintenance has stopped. Many people are now trapped in their homes,
unable to make the 20- or 50-mile journey to buy water, groceries, and medicine.” The shutdown
has also pressured several Native American clinics to close due to a lack of funding.
10. Promoting Voter Suppression
The U.S. government has systematically targeted Indian Country with voter suppression
laws to discourage political participation. Strict voter ID laws that require voters to provide federal
documentation with current addresses target Native communities as reservations often do not have
residential addresses.
After many Native Americans were unable to register to vote in North Dakota during the
2016 election, in January 2016, eight Native Americans filed suit to block the North Dakota voter
ID law, which disenfranchised Native American voters and violated both state and federal
constitutions as well as the Voting Rights Act. In October 2018, Native American Rights Fund and
others filed a separate lawsuit on behalf of the Spirit Lake Tribe, and the Standing Rock Sioux
tribe joined in 2019. In February 2020, in a major win, the Secretary of State has agreed to
settle. “We are delighted to come to an agreement that protects native voters,” said Matthew
Campbell, NARF Staff Attorney. “It has always been our goal to ensure that every native person
in North Dakota has an equal opportunity to vote, and we have achieved that today. We thank the
Spirit Lake Nation, Standing Rock Sioux Tribe, and the individual native voters that stood up for
the right to vote.”
Meanwhile, on the ground, communities worked tirelessly to register Native voters despite
existing laws. Amidst the fervor of the 2018 midterm elections, Four Directions, a Native
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American voting rights organization, diligently worked to combat voter suppression and increase
Native American voter participation. O.J. Semans, the co-director of Four Directions and Rosebud
Sioux Tribe member, collaborated with political scientists and mapping experts to “bring maps to
voting sites so that people can point to the location of their residence, identify a specific address,
and on-hand Tribal representatives can issue them a note of confirmation on tribal letterhead.”
Seman’s efforts showcase a dedicated commitment to battling what he calls "blatant voter
disenfranchisement” and solidifying permanent access to voting mechanisms for Indigenous
communities across the United States.
11. Encouraging Mocking of Native People and Use of Hateful Language
In early 2019, Indigenous Peoples mobilized a massive Indigenous Peoples March on
Washington to demonstrate opposition to the current political climate. At the march, a group of
high school students from Covington Catholic High School mocked a Native elder of the Omaha
Tribe, Nathan Philips, who was partaking in the Indigenous Peoples March in DC. Trump defended
the students’ actions and claiming that the disrespect felt by Philips was "Fake News."
Trump also consistently and publically uses hateful language towards Native Americans.
He repeatedly uses “Pocahontas” as a slur. Even during a 2017 ceremony honoring Native
American veterans, Trump referred to Senator Elizabeth Warren as Pocahontas. The Lakota Law
Project tweeted about the incident saying “The President calls a white woman “Pocahontas” - who
was a Native American victim of child rape - at an event “honoring” Diné WWII code talkers, all
in front a portrait depicting the original architect of Indian removal, Andrew Jackson.” Regarding
the portrait of Andrew Jackson, Gyasi Ross, a member of the Blackfeet Nation Tribe, said “It’s an
incredibly distasteful wink in front of people who have sacrificed so much.”
Following Elizabeth Warren’s live Instagram Q. and A. session on January 2, 2019,
Trump tweeted “If Elizabeth Warren, often referred to by me as Pocahontas, did this commercial
from Bighorn or Wounded Knee instead of her kitchen, with her husband dressed in full Indian
garb, it would have been a smash!” Trump received swift criticism for these highly offensive
remarks. Ruth Hopkins, a Dakota/Lakota Sioux writer, biologist and Tribal
attorney tweeted “+300 of my people were massacred at Wounded Knee. Most were women and
children. This isn’t funny, it’s cold, callous, and just plain racist.”
When Elizabeth Warren announced she would be running for president in early 2019,
Trump tweeted “Today Elizabeth Warren, sometimes referred to by me as Pocahontas, joined the
race for president. Will she run as our first Native American presidential candidate, or has she
decided that after 32 years, this is not playing so well anymore? See you on the campaign TRAIL,
Liz!” The word ‘trail’, capitalized, invokes the Trail of Tears when Native Americans were
forcibly removed from their land. The Trail of Tears led to thousands of deaths. Candessa Tehee,
assistant professor of American Indian Studies of Northeastern State University stated
“I’m a
Cherokee woman. I have ancestors who were on the trail. And I was - at this point, I shouldn’t be
shocked by anything that President Trump says or does - I was honestly shocked that he’s willing
to so casually invoke the darkest chapter of American history to take a cheap shot at a rival, I was
flabbergasted.” Mary Kathryn Nagle of the Cherokee Nation states that Trump uses Indigenous
people “as characters, as almost cartoons in a political feud [and that it] gives the American public
<<<<(((+)))>>>
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STATEMENT ON RACE FROM THE AMERICAN INDIAN COLLEGE FUND
Cheryl Crazy Bull,* June 4, 2020
I am a Native mother, grandmother, and great-grandmother. The men, women, girls, and
boys in my family are Indigenous. I have spent my entire life living with the possibility of violence
or death aimed at myself and the people who I love the most.
Every single time an act of violence against a person or a group of people of color is in the
news, I know in my heart it is only one visible act—and that there are hundreds, if not thousands,
of acts of violence, overt and covert, committed against people of color every day that are not
witnessed by anyone but the recipient. I know this because this is my experience—I see it every
day.
For nearly 40 years I have worked with Native education leaders creating equitable access
to higher education for Indigenous people. Our institutions graduate Native leaders and seek a
better way of life for our children, families, and Native communities. We are on a restorative
economic, social, and spiritual path, healing generations of trauma resulting from government
policy and treatment of Native people.
The senseless and violent killing of George Floyd, Breonna Taylor, and Ahmaud Arbery,
and the harmful rhetoric about people of color is deeply disturbing. Their deaths are a painful
reminder of the number of people who have been victims of systemic racism and invisibility. When
someone calls out for their mother, I hear it just as I heard my own children call for me when they
were looking for me to join them - to celebrate, to share sorrow or anger, and perhaps, just perhaps,
to save their lives.
We are angry and we stand in solidarity with our African American brothers and
sisters. We know only too well the vulnerability of all people of color and the risk to our wellbeing that violence and chaos create.
One thing that I know to be true through my work is that creating equity in education is
meaningful because Education is the Answer to all of the disparities and challenges that society
faces. Through education, we learn the truth about history, gain a shared understanding of values
and relationships, and develop skills for communication and engagement. We learn how to provide
better law enforcement and health care, more meaningful jobs, stewardship of the environment,
and an improved quality of life for people of color.
Protests have erupted across our nation, demanding a new and better way forward in our
country that is being ravaged by a virus that has disproportionately impacted people of color and
the poor, laying bare our nation’s systemic and structural racism. Racism in America is nothing
new. To be anti-racist means to stand in solidarity with people of color and to commit to
transforming our nation’s systems, institutions, and relationships.
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Our Indigenous teachings show us that we are all related. We have the choice to walk on
the good road, the red road. This choice requires discipline, courage, accountability, and
generosity. Our teachings remind us that each of us has gifts we can contribute for a better
society—some of us by working to change systems, others by sharing their art and their words,
and some by marching in the streets.
We must move forward with even greater resolve and an even greater commitment to using
our Indigenous values as the guide for our daily work and for our vision. Recent events remind us
of the vision the founders of tribally controlled education had; reminders that we must gather up
our weapons of intelligence, resolve, cultural teachings, and resilience, to fight for a better future.
For the American Indian College Fund, our weapon is education.
We join other justice organizations, advocates, communities, and especially our youth to
move forward using our values of respect, responsibility, relationships, reasoning, and resilience.
We call upon our brothers and sisters nationwide to raise a unified voice to demand a
humane, just, and equitable nation for people of color for the next seven generations. No one will
grant us this vision—it is one we will only achieve through hard conversations, hard work, and
dedication. I call upon us to work together to make our voices heard, our communities visible, with
the goal of creating a home where all of our children can thrive in peace.
We reiterate our declarations of purpose for educational equity to reform education systems
at all levels from early childhood education through college and adult education to eliminate
racism. Racism is one of the greatest public health risks faced by brown and black people, and
education is the shared space where good health and quality of life can be restored.
This is a time when people are broken hearted. As human beings, we know that we can
carry love, joy, grief, and anger at the same time. We, at the American Indian College Fund,
promise to listen and to be present with the sorrow and anger that we and others feel. We promise
to work on solutions, with each other, and with our allies.
*Cheryl Crazy Bull (Wacinyanpi Win: They Depend on Her) is the President and CEO, American
Indian College Fund. She may be contacted at: dhorwedel@collegefund.org.
ΩΩΩΩΩ
HOW TO OVERCOME RACISM
Rabbi Michael Lerner*
Republished with permission from Tikkun, June 10, 2020, https://www.tikkun.org/how-toovercome-racism.
Many Americans have begun to understand that overcoming racism requires a
transformation of the systems and teachings and structures of our society. Yet few have been
willing to articulate exactly what changes are needed. Building on the platform of Black Lives
matter, we at Tikkun, our movement for a society based on love and justice (see the book
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Revolutionary Love: a Political Manifesto to Heal and Transform the World), and our interfaith
and secular humanist welcoming Network of Spiritual Progressives, put forward the program
below as a starting point for discussion about what it would mean to change our societal
arrangements to support the dismantling of racism in the 21st century. If after reading this article
below you want to engage in a discussion of it, join our zoom based Torah study this coming
Saturday morning where we will discuss these issues as part of the analysis of the assault on Moses
for having a Black wife (or lover)--info for that at beyttikkun.org.
Our anti-racist program includes creating an educational system and transforming media
and the legal system so that undermining racist ideas and practices becomes one of their central
goals. We will provide material support and champion those institutions and social practices that
are most successful at fostering respect and caring for previous targets of racism. And we will
foster education and public policies that help people understand why racism is counter to their
interests and why solidarity with Black and Brown peoples and other groups that have been
systematically excluded, marginalized, and targets of violence actually serves their interests and
values.
If we want a loving and caring society that truly values the lives of Black and Brown
peoples, and all people of color, we need to recognize and come to terms with how our country
was founded and the impact of the past policies on the present. We also need to acknowledge and
transform present day policies and practices that are discriminatory. The issues addressed in
our Path to a World of Love and Justice are all relevant to the issues of institutional and individual
racism in our society. Without a fundamental challenge to the economic and political practices of
capitalist society there will always be some groups left out or left far behind, and those people will
be encouraged by the most wealthy and powerful to find a scapegoat in some “other,” so it is
unlikely that racism can be eliminated without this larger transformation. But, on their own, the
policies we’ve suggested in the other parts of our program and even the emergence of a powerful
transformative movement aimed at the goals of the New Bottom Line are inadequate to address
the harm and trauma with which Black and Brown peoples live.
Even while celebrating those who have taken to the streets to protest racism, we are
simultaneously witnessing at this time in history a continuation of the pervasive fear of black
bodies and a denial that black lives matter; this is coupled with a rise of white terrorist and hate
groups that no political party challenges, increasingly brutal and often racist police forces
influenced by right-wing extremist worldviews, and the impotence of the news media and police
to unveil the existence of underground hate groups that are becoming more visible and vocal.
Today, blatant racism and violence, particularly against African Americans, Native Americans and
Latin Americans, are manifesting in the form of extrajudicial police violence and killings, a schoolto-prison pipeline that has resulted in more African American people in jails than were enslaved
in the past in our country, the dumping of toxic waste and chemicals in communities where Black,
Brown and low-income and poor white people live, unequal educational opportunities beginning
before children even start kindergarten, and so much more.
Manifest destiny and American exceptionalism justified the genocide of Native Americans
and deadens protest against present racist policies that keep Native Americans on reservations.
These principles still inform and drive domestic and foreign U.S. policy resulting in oppression
349

and violence at home and abroad. America’s ruling elite continues to use war to expand territory,
to gain access to resources, and to increase its power. The military industrial complex leads to
profits for private industry at the expense of the safety and welfare of Black and Brown
communities at home and abroad.
Racism, however, is not only a structural problem built into the economic, political, and
cultural heritage of our societal institutions, but also a psychological issue. It becomes particularly
prominent when large numbers of people are alienated and in pain because they feel “dissed” by
the society in which they live. They experience this pain because they buy into the ideology of the
competitive marketplace with its insistence that we live in a meritocracy in which we “create our
own reality” and hence we have no one to blame for the pain in our lives but ourselves. The
resulting painful self-blaming is often dealt with through alcoholism, drug abuse, or other forms
of addiction, but the pain remains.
In response to that pain, reactionary movements or leaders come forward and tell people
that the reason for their pain is because of some “Other” (primarily African Americans or Latino/a,
but also refugees of every sort, Muslims, LGBTQ people, feminists, Jews, or even all liberals or
progressives). As Tikkun editor-at-large Peter Gabel puts it, racism and other forms of “othering”
allow people to develop a “false self” in which they imagine themselves as worthy and powerful
through seeing themselves as members of an idealized “white race” that provides them with a
substitute sense of worth and value covering over their inner emptiness and sense of valuelessness.
Yet because this sense of collective value is what Gabel calls “false” or imaginary, many people
feel constantly under attack from an imaginary demonized “other” which in the historic context of
the U.S. is African-American people, Latin, Muslims, Jews, or immigrants or refugees who they
imagine are “taking over” and trying to recreate the experience of humiliation that already gives
many white people deep pain and has led to the highest rate of suicides among middle aged white
men. To undo this dynamic will take fundamental transformations in the way we organize our
society so that people no longer feel humiliated. To move in this direction, we will need millions
of people to be trained in empathic communication so they can help others dismantle their inner
self-blaming, recognize that their alienation is caused by the values and daily operations of the
competitive marketplace, and mobilize people to change that economic system. The Network of
Spiritual Progressives offers such a training in what we call “prophetic empathy” on zoom (info
and signing up to get information about the next training at spiritualprogressives.org/training).
Institutional racism is maintained also by the largely unconscious assumption of white
supremacy that is internalized by many white people in white dominant societies around the world,
though particularly in the U.S.. Overcoming the racism embedded in U.S. educational, legal and
other systems requires white people to actively commit to becoming aware of the white supremacy
that permeates their lives, exposing it, understanding how it diminishes the humanity of white
people, and seeking to undo it.
We believe that the system of racism, sold to whites as “privilege,” actually hurts white
people, divides them from people of color who are badly needed as allies to overcome poverty,
homelessness, unfair distribution of wealth, and also demeans their own humanity and creates fear
and distrust throughout their lives. No—this “privilege” of whites is actually a curse. We must not
participate in a general demeaning of white people in this society or ignore the ways in which their
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lives have been negatively impacted by living in a society that uses racism to pit groups against
one another. We refuse to perpetuate divisions based on race, class, gender, or ethnicity. We
recognize that unity amongst all peoples, badly needed to overcome the variety of oppressions and
distortions of living in a society based on selfishness and greed, cannot be fully achieved without
dismantling racism. The vision of “a caring society” put forth in Rabbi Lerner’s book
Revolutionary Love, would lift up all peoples. That requires not only a change in consciousness,
but also a fundamental transformation of our economic and political systems. Keith Ellison,
Attorney General of the State of Minnesota, who indicted the 4 policemen in Minneapolis who
murdered George Floud, indorsed Rabbi Lerner’s book this way: “The caring society is the only
realistic path for humanity to survive, and in Revolutionary Love Rabbi Lerner lays out a powerful
and compassionate plan for building that caring society. I love this book. Please read it and join
with others to build the movement that can enable these ideas to reshape our society that so badly
needs this vision.” (To read the endorsements by Gloria Steinem, Cornel West, Medea Benjamin,
Ariel Dorfman, Riane Eisler, Henry Giroux, and others, go to tikkun.org/lj).
Yet the transformation needed cannot be achieved by attempting to recreate socialist forms
that speak to economic equality but miss the deeper transformations in how we relate to each other,
to the Earth, and to our own inner development as loving and caring human beings. To address
these systemic problems, we believe we need a New Bottom Line so that all our institutions are
determined “successful” or “productive” or “rational” based on whether they prioritize the wellbeing and needs of the people who live in our country and the world and the planet itself, rather
than whether they maximize money and power. And, in addition, we need to engage in specific
activities and adopt particular policies that address the problems that constitute or unconsciously
perpetuate racism.
Among the steps a loving and caring society will take:
•
•

•

•

Reparations for slavery and the past destruction of Native American populations.
A guaranteed income for every adult in this society sufficient to pay for healthy food, housing
in healthy living conditions, clothing, energy bills and transportation, and a “living wage” for
all working people.
A Global and Domestic Marshall Plan that re-directs monies from our Gross Domestic Product
to communities that have suffered from unfair distribution of resources and wages, including
white, black and brown working class people in the U.S. and around the world, and also
“undocumented” workers and all migrant laborers who work in our fields, hotels, etc. who have
then been deported to their native lands, separating and devastating families.
Equal funding for all public and private childcare centers, preschools and schools no matter
where they are located in the U.S. or the income level of the families that are served by those
schools. If wealthier parents are allowed to provide better schooling, better paid teachers, more
options for study and for individualized attention at the schools which their children attend, their
children will inevitably have greater resources than those who have gone to less funded schools.
If parents know that the schools serving the poorest communities set the standards for what their
own children will be offered in public and private schools, they will have a stronger incentive
to make sure that all schools have these same benefits that are now primarily available to school
districts with higher incomes and private schools partially financed by wealthy parents.
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•

Higher level salaries for teachers who teach in communities with lower average incomes than
the wealthier communities to ensure that all schools have highly qualified teachers.

•

Required courses at every level from 4th grade through college that explain to students the
legacy of slavery, discrimination, classism, sexism, homophobia, anti-Semitism, and their
ongoing impact on the lives of all of us today. Such courses will teach techniques to address
racism, empathic communication, and insights that help in overcoming racism.
Media must dedicate at least one quarter of their prime time viewing to shows that aim to
creatively challenging racist practices, prejudice and biases.
Create a truth and reconciliation commission to generate a highly visible public tribunal to put
our country on a path toward truly facing and healing the legacy of slavery and the treatment
and slaughter of Native Americans, and the ongoing discrimination we see today.
To help ensure that schools become learning environments for all children rather than schoolto-prison pipelines for some, we support the adoption of restorative justice as a primary form of
response to wrongdoing in schools and in the criminal justice system as a whole.

•
•

•

•
•

•

•

•

•

Funding for jobs, education, and housing for people being released from prison.
In recognition that many police departments have unequal policing that results in the loss of
liberty and life for black and brown peoples all over this country, every community that has a
police force which has faced significant numbers of complaints about systematic abuse or
profiling of African Americans or other minority groups must establish a publicly-elected police
review commission that has the power to fire both individual police and replace the leadership
of that police force, and the ability to impose heavy civil fines or criminally indict police and
police leadership for violating the civil rights of people within their jurisdiction.
Mandatory training for police officers in anti-racism, bias and prejudice and comprehensive
screening and vetting of applicants to help ensure that police officers are not racist. Mandatory
training in de-escalation and nonviolent responses when conducting stops and arrests.
Any surveillance equipment that police departments request must be reviewed by a civilian
board that includes members of the communities that are and will be impacted. If body cameras
are used, any tapes from those cameras must be made available to family and community
members when an officer’s actions are in question.
A wholesale rethinking of policing including demilitarizing of police forces, reducing and
eventually eliminating higher levels of surveillance, and creating more transparency,
accountability and transformative and restorative policing and justice models.
Full access, guarantees and protections of the right to vote for all peoples through universal
voting registration, automatic voting registration, pre-registration for 16-year-olds, same-day
voter registration, voting day holidays, enfranchisement of formerly and currently incarcerated
people, local and state resident voting for all undocumented people, and a ban on any
disenfranchisement laws. Criminalization of all attempts by government or private
organizations which seek to prevent people from voting, or from voting by mail, or by not
providing adequate voting places for people of color or poor people, or undermining voting by
mail, or who come up with other ways to prevent voting by people of color or other
disenfranchised populations.
In recognition that poor and disempowered communities often bear the brunt of
environmental devastation and destruction, we promote the Environmental and Social
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Responsibility Amendment to the U.S. Constitution that, among other things, mandates that all
corporations with incomes of greater than $50 million a year have to prove, once every five years,
a satisfactory history of environmental and social justice to a jury of ordinary citizens who can
hear testimony from people throughout the world who are impacted by that corporations practices.
These are places to start. We must also encourage public celebrations of communal
solidarity and caring for others not yet fully part of our communites. Through music, dance, art,
rituals, and other paths that speak to the heart, we shall create a new ethos of caring across all
racial, gender, religious, and national lines and unite the human race to take on our most serious
challenge: repairing the environment from two hundred years of abuse.
*Rabbi Michael Lerner holds a Ph.D. in philosophy (1972) and a second Ph.D. in psychology
(1977), is editor of Tikkun www.tikkun.org, executive director of the Institute for Labor and
Mental Health, rabbi of Beyt Tikkun Synagogue-Without-Walls in Berkeley, chair of the
international Network of Spiritual Progressives, and author of 12 books, most
recently Revolutionary Love published by the University of California Press (more info about this
book at www.tikkun.org/lj). Lerner was recently described by Professor Cornel West of Harvard
U. as “one of the most significant prophetic public intellectuals and spiritual leaders of our
generation” and Keith Ellison, Attorney General of the State of Minnesota, says: “The caring
society is the only realistic path for humanity to survive, and in Revolutionary Love Rabbi Lerner
lays out a powerful and compassionate plan for building that caring society.” Talking about his
book Revolutionary Love, Gloria Steinem, a founding editor of Ms. Magazine, says “Michael
Lerner takes the universal qualities wrongly diminished as ‘feminine’—caring, kindness, empathy,
love—and dares to make them guides to a new kind of politics that can challenge the cruelty,
competition, and dominance wrongly elevated as ‘masculine.’ Revolutionary Love opens our
minds and hearts to a fully human way of living and governing."
****°^°****
POLICE TRANSFORMATION: MOVING FROM "US VS. THEM" TO "WE"
Stephen M. Sachs,* June 15, 2020
The United Sates and much of the world has been reexamining policing in the light of
demonstrations led by Black Lives Matter protesting the clearly unjustified deaths of people of
color at the hands of police, and beyond that, discriminatory policing more broadly. Discriminatory
policing has certainly been a matter of Red Lives matter as well as Black Lives Matter, with a
higher percentage of deaths per capita at the hands of the police suffered by Native Americans
than by any other measured group in the United States, as part of a great deal of more general racist
police behavior in relating to Indigenous people. These discriminatory behaviors are themselves
magnified manifestations of a more general racism, mixed with a less pronounced classism, in
U.S. society that ultimately needs to be rooted out to obtain a just, balanced society. While the
broader inequitable consciousness and behavior needs to be transformed as part of moving policing
from an "us vs. them' to 'we" mentality and practice, there are a number of steps that I believe need
to be taken to ameliorate the policing portion of the broader problem.
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For too long, abuses by many police officers and departments in the United States have
been acting against communities and their members, failing to carry out their function to protect
and serve them. The most glaring injustices have involved a long chain of totally unjustified
killings by police, while regular prejudicial treatment by many officers has been a major
contributor to the marginalization and debasement of many people and groups.
The improper operation of too many police departments and personnel has led to calls to
disband them. The problem with just doing that is that there are some functions that police
departments have been created to carry out that are necessary for the protection and wellbeing of
all communities and their members. The need for these functions to be carried out will be less in
the well balanced, inclusive, equalitarian society we seek to develop. But the need is especially
strong for appropriate policing functions to be carried out publicly in our current, unbalanced,
divided nation. Some agency needs to carry out these functions, whether it is reconstituted current
police, or newly created bodies, such as was undertaken with some degree of success in Camden,
NJ.
Camden disbanded its police department in 2012 because it was so alienated from the
mostly African American community it served that it was ineffective, unable to prevent the people
of that city from suffering from extremely high crime over-all, and the highest murder rate in the
country in particular. By constructing on a more proper basis a county police department, which
did employ many of the former Camden city officers in a thorough and careful hiring process,
while taking steps to properly train officers, appropriately administer the department, and build
trust with community members, a well working - if not perfect - policing operation with
community support and cooperation was established, that lowered the general crime and murder
rates for everyone's benefit. When the protests began around the United States, in 2020, over the
police killing of George Floyd, in Camden the police chief and some of the officers marched in
agreement with the protestors, not in too often violent conflict with them, as occurred in quite a
number of municipalities.
What is required is a fundamental transformation of much of the policing in the United
States, that ultimately goes beyond Camden. Currently, too many police agencies operate in an
overly militarized way with an "us vs. them" mentality - as outside forces suspicious of and
alienated from communities and their citizens, whom they are supposed to serve. A transformation
is necessary to true community policing, with an attitude of "we."
An Overview of What Needs to Be Done
Transformation of the police from "us vs. them" to "we" operations requires several
interrelated steps. First is making police accountable to the law and the people they serve. Police
need to be overseen by civilian bodies that govern and review operations, and hear complaints
against officers and decide what to do about them with due process. This includes both whether or
not, and how to deal with individual officers, including supervisors, who may have acted or failed
to act improperly, and whether to change policing policy. Punishment needs to be appropriate, if
and as necessary, but so far as practicable, a restorative justice approach should be taken, with
hearings serving as boards of enquiry aimed at identifying and solving problems. Where officers
are teachable, action should be taken to correct their behavior, including requiring training and
354

probation. Penalties should be part of relearning, if and as, appropriate. Where officers are found
not to be able to function properly in the community, they should be transferred to other work,
retired early, or fired as is appropriate. Where officers' misbehavior violates the law, they should
be prosecuted.
To keep individual officers accountable requires changes in procedure and the law. Some
practices, such as chokeholds, should be made illegal. Legal bars to prosecution such as "qualified"
immunity need to be reduced or eliminated so that officers who act recklessly, as well as clearly
willfully illegally, can be punished. Political pressure needs to be on prosecutors to bring cases
where there is probable cause. A culture change needs to be developed - which will take time - so
that officers and supervisors will see that not preventing or correcting abusive policing reduces
their relationship with the community and their effectiveness and brings blame upon them, while
acting to keep policing proper enhances their community relationship, effectiveness and security.
Change in attitude will also need to take place in police unions, many of which in recent
years have been blockers of needed change, including making it difficult to effectively punish
extremely improper behavior by officers. Police unions have an important legitimate role to play
in giving officers a voice in administration, and with the public, in protecting their legitimate
interests and rights, including to due process. But, they need to come to see that preventing officers
who have acted extremely wrongly from being appropriately disciplined or fired, is counter to the
interests of the other officers, and the work of the department as a whole.
Attitude transformation requires proper recruiting, and training, that in many instances
needs not only to be changed to a community policing approach, but also extended sufficiently to
create a community oriented culture. Recruiting needs to be sufficiently thorough and attentive to
hiring recruits who are qualified and open to working even-temperedly, collaboratively and
evenhandedly in the community. People with previous bad behavior records, including officers
who were fired from other departments for repeated improper conduct, ought not to be hired with
clear indication that they have been rehabilitated. There are complaints that currently happens too
often.
Changes in police approach are needed that should begin with training, emphasizing that
police are "peace officers." They need to be trained to be problem solvers and peace makers,
working with communities and their people. They should be educated to be able to interrelate well
with a variety of people from different backgrounds and in different conditions and states of mind.
Their first step, when possible, in confrontational situations is to deescalate them. In addition,
police need to be trained in additional techniques between initially speaking to a threatening or
disorderly person and shooting them, to make use of deadly force clearly a last resort, for
everyone's security, including the officers.
Because an essential part of police training is on the job, with assignment to a partner after
graduating the police academy, care should be taken in pairing rookies with experienced officers.
It may be advisable to council the experienced officers on mentoring the rookies. The ongoing
training that officers receive in many department needs to reinforce basic norms and procedures,
as well as providing updating and corrective learning.
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Some changes in police function and procedure are needed. The City of Albuquerque, NM
for example, has created a separate department of Community Safety (ACS) of trained
professionals such as social workers, housing and homelessness specialists, and violence
prevention and diversion program experts to act as first responders instead of police, and for police
arriving on the scene to call in to handle situations where a social worker, psychologist or other
specialist is required. Where police backup may be advisable, officers can be asked to be stand in
reserve to support if appropriate.
There will be occasions when a swat team will be necessary, but swat operations should be
minimized, being readily available, but only used in extreme cases. Where a situation threatens to
become, but is not yet serious, the swat team is best kept nearby, but out of sight. If a situation is
sufficiently threatening it is best to have the presence of the swat team provide a needed show of
force, without employing it in action, as a step in restraint, hopefully leading to de-escalation. Only
if it is clearly necessary, should the swat team be actively employed, and then only until the
violence subsides. Police only need a small amount of military equipment in reserve, only for rare
extreme occurrences, and should not have large supplies of them.
Better training and procedure for crowd control are also necessary. Much has been written
by experts on how to undertake this. Far too often police do not do this well, too often by
mishandling police have created a riot by attacking peaceful citizens and causing some of them to
be so angry at the police that they kept fighting them for many hours. In other instances, peaceful
protestors have been hemmed in by police, so that the police prevented them from obeying a police
order to move, after which the peaceful citizens were attacked and a number of them falsely
arrested. arrested. In even worse instances, officers have attacked peaceful crowds without
provocation or any lawful order to move, sometimes already having surrounded the demonstrators
so they could not leave. These are clearly cases of assault by police that should have been prevented
by requiring officers to follow proper police procedure. When officers do act this way, they should
be disciplined administratively and prosecuted.
Most of the time when there is a demonstration, officers should arrive in normal uniform
and make it clear they are there to protect the rights of people to protest. If one or a few people act
violently or destructively, officers should isolate them, seeking assistance from the peaceful people
at the scene as appropriate, and avoid attacking the crowd in mass. If it is feared a protest or a large
crowd may get out of hand, then a squad of fully equipped riot police can be kept nearby, but out
of sight. The regular officers withdraw to put on riot gear, and return if needed. But officers need
to be trained to control their anger and not use force when not, or no longer, necessary, and to
return a scene to calm as quickly as possible.
Officers should be required to wear body cameras, and have them turned on when engaged
in policing. This is not only to help ensure that officers act properly, but to have sufficient evidence
to obtain convictions. This has become important, because in numerous recent cases officers'
statements about what happened at an event have been shown to wrong from filming of the event
and reliable witness statements. As a result many juries may not accept officers' testimony without
such confirmation. It will be helpful if police personnel can come to see that such practices are
helpful to them when they act properly.
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The main thrust in police transformation should be toward community policing with
officers working regularly in a small area collaborating with and problem-solving with community
members. This should be proactive in preventing and solving problems, as well as reactive when
an incident occurs. In large municipalities it is usually advisable to have the same officers regularly
assigned to a reasonably small neighborhood precinct where they can establish and maintain
familiarity and good working relations with the community. They can be supported by specialists,
such as homicide and arson investigators, from a central office, who can be called in a needed. To
the extent practical, it will be useful if at least some of the officers involved in community policing
live in that community.
Team-work among police and community members, institutions and organizations should
be ongoing, bringing in public and private social services as team partners as appropriate. For
instance, if there is a problem with illegal drugs being sold to minors near a school. Police officers
can meet with social workers, parents and teachers to dialogue on how best to solve the problem.
A good example of the successful collaboration this kind of community policing can
achieve is the experience of turning a low income housing project plagued by crime in
Indianapolis, IN into a relatively secure area. The transformation was accomplished by having the
police meet with housing project management (which agreed to initiate and work with a tenants
association, run by the tenants), the tenants association, and neighborhood organizations in the
surrounding area. In addition, the mostly white police officers teamed up with local black ministers
to go door to door to survey the largely black tenants on their concerns. Plans were mutually
developed with the participants agreeing to take responsibility for various actions. Management
hired a new security service and agreed to evict tenants quickly who were arrested for selling
drugs, which was a major part of the crime problem. With the approval of the tenants, the police
blocked off some vehicle accesses to the project to make it easier to monitor activity. This was
important because much of the crime was caused by outside drug sellers and buyers coming into
the project which had been a convenient place to do business. The police also obtained agreement
of the prosecutor’s office to take swift action against those charged, and from federal authorities
to act quickly against those arrested for gun possession. Tenants took responsibility for informing
the authorities of criminal activity and situations which might lead to crime. Within a few months,
the housing project had become so crime free that the major concern of the tenants was that the
police would consider the area so secure they would stop working with the tenants and crime would
return to the project.
There are numerous examples of this type of real community policing with teamwork
bringing community and police cooperation, making police more effective, with better quality of
life for the community and better working conditions for police officers who feel supported by the
community.
To be effective, community policing must be developed properly over time, with officers
having a say in how it develops and operates, as officers on the street have essential knowledge
that top brass does not. For example, interviewing Indianapolis police officers about the initial
launching of their community policing process found that the officers were unhappy with its being
forced on them from headquarters. Their complaint was two-fold. The officers did not appreciate
a major change in their work being forced on them. But they also quickly observed that there were
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problems in the implementation, that were immediately obvious to them, but not to the top brass
who did not work the streets.
Among the problems was that the incentives for police officers were not changed with the
shift from a rapid response patrol model to a community relations approach. Officers, were now
ordered to spend time observing the neighborhoods in which they worked, and talking to residents
about crime and safety related issues. But they were still being evaluated on the basis of how little
time they spent on any task, and how quickly they moved on to the next call. It was only when the
top officers in charge of the program talked with those carrying it out that the contradictions were
removed. The new program then began to function well with a corresponding rise in how the police
people involved felt about it. It should be noted, that even the U.S. armed services has found it
extremely valuable to do regular team evaluation and improvement of operations practice between
field operations and drills.
Police do not operate in a vacuum. Current problems in policing are largely amplified
symptoms of imbalances in the larger society. To be fully successful, police transformation will
have to be part of a larger socio-economic political transformation to a more just society, in which
it can be an important aspect.
Achieving positive societal transformation requires extended and thoughtful effort. At the
present time numerous pressures have come together that may be sufficient to begin the process.
Events have caused people to build up strong emotions that can be channeled to bring about needed
change. People rightly want long overdue action. But they need to step back enough to dialogue
about what actually needs to be done in particular locations and circumstances. The following
came to me on the occasion of the nationwide demonstrations against police killings and
discriminatory action against people of color, and hearing that much of the violence and
destruction of property that occurred was carried out or instigated by those who wish to undermine
the protests.
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Prayer for Getting To Peace 6/1/20
I pray that those doing violence and harm will stop,
That those inflaming the violence
And acting viciously and destructively
To undermine peaceful protestors
Will cease or be restrained.
Now that recent events have so magnified
The many imbalances and inequities
In our society
So that they are plain for all to see,
May all of us open our eyes
That we may work together to correct the wrongs,
Turning justified anger into collaborative energy
For just social transformation
In our mutual interest,
With the long term persistence
Of active patience
To continue to take the necessary steps
In the extended process
Of realizing an inclusive, balanced,
Harmonious society,
Recognizing our unity
In the strength of our diversity.
*Stephen M. Sachs, is professor Emeritus of Political Science, IUPUI, Senior Editor of IPJ and
Coordinating Editor of the journal Nonviolent Change. He has undertaken considerable research
on participatory society, including community policing. Much of this is presented in a discussion
of how contemporary societies would better function if they did so according to Indigenous values
concerning politics, economics, relating with the physical environment and education, in Volumes
III and IV of Stephen M Sachs, Bruce E. Johansen, Betty Donohue, Ain Haas, Donna Kay Dial,
Sally Wagner, Jonathan York, Christina A. Clamp, Don Grinde, Amy Fatzinger, Walter S.
Robinson and Phyllis Gagnier, Honoring the Circle: Ongoing Learning from Indians on Politics
and Society to be published in the summer of 2020 by Waterside Productions.
°°°><°°°
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THIS SUMMER THE WHOLE WORLD IS A SUN DANCE
Stephen M. Sachs, June 15, 2020
New Mexico's Over Summer Solstice Sundance,
Zuya Taopi Wiwanyag Wacipi,
Was canceled
Because of COVID-19.
Depending on how the pandemic goes
This could be a summer without Sun Dances.
In reality
The whole world is a Sun Dance.
Sun Dances are about transformation,
Renewal and returning to harmony,
And the sacrifice necessary to make that happen.
The world is in transformation
With much sacrifice for change
That we wish was not necessary.
We need to be compassionate
And do what we can to reduce
And heal the suffering,
While we work for the old to die
With as little harm as possible,
And for a rebirth
Returning to the ancient values
As fits our current circumstance
To bring a higher level of living
In harmony with each other
And the Earth.
^^^^^^^
INDIGENOUS WOMEN’S POLITICAL DECLARATION AGAINST VIOLENCES
RAISING OUR VOICES FOR THE PEACE AND SECURITY OF OUR PEOPLES AND
CONTINENT From the land of Coatlicue, February 29, 2020.
The Continental Network of Indigenous Women of the Americas (ECMIA)
Republished
from
Cultural
Survival,
March
23,
2020,
https://www.culturalsurvival.org/sites/default/files/Political%20Declaration%208th%20ECMIA
%20%281%29.pdf.
In the framework of the VIII Continental Meeting of Indigenous Women of the Americas,
recalling that 25 years ago women from diverse peoples and cultures united to make our voices
heard and influence the Beijing Platform for Action, we, 250 adult and young indigenous women
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leaders, wise women, artists, midwives, parliamentarians and former parliamentarians, lawyers,
communicators, filmmakers, rights defenders, academics and traditional indigenous authorities
from the three Americas have gathered here with the purpose of carrying out an intergenerational
assessment of the situation of the exercise of our collective and individual rights as indigenous
women and to build articulated and effective solutions, with a strategic roadmap to make progress
in changing laws, public policies and national programs, as well as the implementation of
international commitments adopted by the States.
The multiple dimensions of the violences experienced by indigenous women in the
political, social, cultural, economic, physical, psychological, environmental and spiritual spheres
are evident but are made invisible, such as those that are manifest in armed conflicts; during the
implementation of extractive projects, for instance, deforestation, mining, oil extraction and
hydroelectric plants; in the militarization of lands and territories; in migration and forced
displacement; in racism, in discrimination; in the effects of the climate crisis and in the interference
of religions alien to our spirituality. We recall that we are historical guardians and creators of
knowledge from our spirituality for the preservation and development of the extensive and rich
planetary biodiversity, threatened today by capitalist, predatory and patriarchal development.
These violences entail stigmatization, persecution, criminalization, murder and
disappearances of indigenous female leaders, defenders and activists. To this, we must add sexual
abuse and rape, misogyny, femicide, early and forced child marriage and unions, teenage
pregnancy and human trafficking for sexual exploitation, which show the interconnection among
the multiple forms of violences in the individual and collective dimensions. As well as the intrafamily and inter-community violence that is often justified under the argument of culture or in the
name of culture.
Once again, it is evident that for States, indigenous peoples and women can be sacrificed
in the face of economic interests and an approach to development based on accumulation, the
accelerated escalation of extractivism and structural racism, which cause the absence of
disaggregated data and the lack of adequate documentation that make visible the different forms
of historical, institutional and systematic violences that impact the lives of indigenous women.
Currently, they are seriously increasing due to the imposition of conservatism and religious
fundamentalism that threatens human dignity, indigenous physical and spiritual integrity, gender
equality, legal pluralism, inter-legality and respect for the individual and collective human rights
of indigenous peoples and women.
In the face of this, we indigenous women raise our voices for peace and security for
our Peoples and Continent:
1. We denounce crimes against humanity, stigmatization, persecution, criminalization,
femicide, disappearances and trafficking. We hold the States responsible for not preventing,
punishing, repairing and eradicating them, as well as for not having mechanisms that ensure that
indigenous women enjoy a life free of violence.
2. We call upon society in general, indigenous and non-indigenous people, and political
and economic decision makers to prioritize the value of the lives of indigenous peoples, women,
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youth and girls, acknowledging their contributions to humankind and to climate balance, as
guardians of the land, forests, seeds, water, cultures, knowledge, languages etc. and life itself.
3. We demand measures to sanction media outlets that promote, reproduce and sustain
stereotypes that reinforce racism, discrimination and all violences against indigenous peoples,
women, youth and girls. Therefore, we call on alternative media and indigenous communicators
to define a communication protocol based on the individual and collective rights of indigenous
peoples and women in coordination with indigenous peoples' and women's organizations.
4. We demand that the States and specialized health agencies carry out studies on the health
situation of the communities with emphasis on indigenous women ravished by mining, oil,
hydroelectric, agro-industrial and other extractive mega-projects, with full and effective
participation of indigenous peoples’ and women’s organizations.
5. We demand accountability and transparency from the States, based on indicators
disaggregated by gender, ethnicity and generation, regarding international commitments, public
policy implementation, access to justice and budgetary investment in the struggle for the
elimination of violence against indigenous women. As well as, to the indigenous organizations and
governments to be accountable regarding their actions taken in reaction to the violences
experienced by indigenous women.
6. In the face of mega-projects that are unconsulted or have pseudo- consultations, we urge
States to exhaust all forms of dialogue, as an elemental principle that contributes to reaching
agreements between States and indigenous peoples as established in the ILO Convention 169, the
United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples and the American Declaration on
the Rights of Indigenous Peoples.
7. We urge the CEDAW Committee to adopt a General Recommendation on Indigenous
Women, as mentioned in Recommendation 53 of the Eighteenth Session of the Permanent Forum
on Indigenous Issues.
8. We demand that the States take into account the efforts made by the indigenous women's
movement in response to the multiple forms of violences, turning them into public policies with
an allocated budget and interdisciplinary and intercultural human resources.
9. We demand that States adopt measures for individual and collective historical reparation
for indigenous peoples and women who have been victims of violence, including restitution,
healing and compensation defined with the full and effective participation of those affected.
10. We demand that the States and public health authorities respect our autonomy and selfdetermination in our female body-territory, and we demand that those who do not respect women's
right to give birth according to their worldview and spirituality be brought to justice, and that the
work of traditional midwives be respected, recognized and promoted. Furthermore, we urge States
to make visible the situation of peoples with a disability in indigenous communities, producing
statistics disaggregated by gender and disability, as well as to develop and implement policies to
assist this population with an intercultural and comprehensive perspective.
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11. We reject the coup d'état in the Plurinational State of Bolivia, which has meant a serious
setback in the progress of the recognition of the rights of indigenous peoples and women.
Therefore, we call on the international community to be vigilant and committed to the human rights
of the entire population in Bolivia. Likewise, we denounce with much concern that the democratic
processes in several countries of our American continent are moving backwards, which affects us
directly, since the policies that these conservative and racist governments advocate go against our
rights as indigenous peoples, women, youth and children.
12. We, the indigenous women participating in this meeting, reaffirm our belief to struggle
for our lives in a collective and organized way. We leave with the task of sowing joy and renewed
hope, and reestablishing our identity for the healing and full justice of our peoples.
We call on all indigenous women, youth, girls and peoples to celebrate our lives, existence,
and projection, to take to the streets, highways, and plazas of each region of the continent on
September 5, 2020, on the "International Indigenous Women’s Day, " with the motto: “We Want
Ourselves Alive, Free and Safe” “Abya Yala Free from Violences.” ¡Everything with us, nothing
in the world without us!
o0O0o
WET'SUWET'EN HEREDITARY CHIEFS REJECT THE BC SUPREME COURT
DECISION TO CRIMINALIZE WET'SUWET'EN LAW
Wet’suwet’en Hereditary Chiefs representing all five clans of the Wet’suwet’en Nation
reject the BC Supreme Court decision to extend Coastal GasLink’s injunction order, which
has criminalized the practice of Anuk ‘nu’at’en (Wet’suwet’en law) and inflicted violence
against Wet’suwet’en people on our own unceded lands.
Coastal GasLink (CGL) has never obtained consent from the Wet’suwet’en Hereditary
Chiefs to enter or work on our territories. Since obtaining the initial interim injunction order,
CGL has bulldozed through our territories and destroyed our archaeological sites, while private security firms and RCMP have interfered with the constitutionally protected rights of
Wet’suwet’en people to access our lands for hunting, trapping, and ceremony. CGL has violated
the conditions of their permits with impunity, facing no consequence from Canadian regulatory
authori- ties.
We cannot rely on Provincial law to protect Wet’suwet’en land, people, or interests. Under
the threat of continued police violence, the Wet’suwet’en have complied with the interim
injunction order imposed throughout our territories. However, the Wet’suwet’en have never
ceded our lands to Canada or British Columbia, and colonial governments have never lawful- ly
obtained the authority to render decisions on our lands.
The interim injunction, which was granted by Justice Church in December of 2018,
six months before the Wet’suwet’en were able to present any legal defense, has already done
irreparable harm to our territories, people, and the practice of our laws. The decision ignored the
legal efforts of our ancestors, who spent more than a decade in court with the DelgamuukwGisday’wa v. Queen case to have the Supreme Court of Canada recognize that Aboriginal
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title had never been extinguished across 22,000 km2 of Wet’suwet’en yin’tah (traditional
territory).
At a time when the Province of British Columbia is celebrated for adopting the UN
Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (UNDRIP), the Wet’suwet’en people are
actively denied the protections of UNDRIP on our own lands. When we enforced our own laws
and required that industry seek Free, Prior, and Informed Consent for development on our
lands, we faced a brutal display of militaristic police violence and an on- going police occupation
of our territories. We have learned, through the reporting of The Guardian, that RCMP are
prepared to kill unarmed Wet’suwet’en people if we continue to uphold our laws.
We urge the Province, in the strongest terms, to meaningfully uphold its commitment to
implement UNDRIP, and to withdraw the RCMP from our territories where they oppress our
people and criminalize our authority to the benefit of industry. Enforcement of this injunction
by the RCMP will lead to the forcible removal of Wet’suwet’en people from our own lands and
the bulldozing of our homes, continuing the violent displacement that our ancestors experienced.
We are disappointed that the Supreme Court has rendered a decision that contradicts
Wet’suwet’en law, but we reaffirm that Anuk nu’at’en re- mains the highest law on
Wet’suwet’en land. Coastal Gaslink continues to operate as though Wet’suwet’en law does not
exist, and to trespass on our unceded lands.
We have a responsibility to enforce Wet’suwet’en laws and to ensure the health of our
territories for future generations, as we have done for thou- sands of years. We have always held
the responsibility and authority to protect territories and we will continue to do so.
Quote from Dini’ze Na’moks (John Ridsdale):
“In this time of reconciliation, with BC being the first province to legis- late UNDRIP, this
ruling by a court in BC against Indigenous rights and recognition truly proves that industry, not
the people, can control the Province and its laws. Ultimately, we are our own government, and
we decide who comes on our territory. We are the hereditary chiefs. British Columbia and
Canada only have assumed and presumed authority on our lands.”
Media Contacts:
Dini’ze Na’moks, Tsayu Clan (John Ridsdale) Phone: (250) 643-0771
Tsake’ze Sleydo’, Gidimt’en Checkpoint Spokesperson (Molly Wickham) Email:
yintahaccess@gmail.com
Tsake’ze Howilhkat, Unist’ot’en Spokesperson (Freda Huson) Email: tsewedielh@gmail.com
.___^^^^^^^___.
ARTICLES
As IPJ is a refereed journal, articles may be posted on a different schedule from the rest of
the journal. We will send out an e-mail announcement when the next set of articles are posted when
they are not posted with a regular new journal, and they can be downloaded as a pdf file. Current
articles are available with list on line at: http://www.indigenouspolicy.org.
>>>>:--------+--------:<<<<
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RESEARCH NOTES
WHY 2020 COULD TURN OUT TO BE A TRANSFORMATIVE YEAR
2020 COULD TURN OUT TO BE ONE OF THE MOST TRANSFORMATIVE YEARS
OF OUR COLLECTIVE LIVES, MARKING THE TURNING POINT WHEN UNJUST,
DESTRUCTIVE, AND INHUMANE SYSTEMS BEGAN TO BE TOPPLED AND
TRANSFORMED
Zoe Weil*
Republished under a Creative Commons Attribution-Share Alike 3.0 License from Common
Dreams, June 10, 2020, https://www.commondreams.org/views/2020/06/10/why-2020-couldturn-out-be-transformative-year?cdorigin=rss&utm_term=AO&utm_campaign=Daily%20Newsletter&utm_content=email&utm_so
urce=Daily%20Newsletter&utm_medium=Email.
It’s easy to feel overwhelmed by the sheer awfulness of 2020.
First came the bushfires in Australia. They burned more than 72,000 square miles (nearly
the size of Minnesota) and killed more than one billion animals.
Next came COVID-19, which (as of this writing) has infected nearly eight million people
and killed nearly half a million, with the U.S. experiencing more deaths than any other country.
Then came the videotaped murder of George Floyd under the knee of a Minneapolis police
officer – following closely on the heels of other racist acts and murders in the news – which led to
an outpouring of rage, riots, and protests in communities across every state in the U.S., with more
than 10,000 people arrested in fewer than two weeks.
And yet, despite all this, or rather because of it, 2020 could turn out to be one of the most
transformative years of our collective lives, marking the turning point when unjust, destructive,
and inhumane systems began to be toppled and transformed.
The changes are starting already.
The chant “Defund the police!” has gone from a rallying cry to the beginnings of reality,
with the Minneapolis City Council voting to transform law enforcement in their city, starting with
police department defunding. In New York and Los Angeles leaders are looking at their police
departments with fresh eyes, fresh ideas, and changing budgets. Every day new policies are put in
place to end police brutality, and this is just the beginning.
Hundreds of thousands of white people are embracing Black Lives Matter across the globe,
speaking up in ways they never have before, with a new willingness to learn about white privilege
and the impacts of persistent racism not only within law enforcement and the prison system but
also within the systems of education, healthcare, food, city planning, infrastructure, politics, and
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economics. As these new white allies support legislative and policy changes, there may finally be
enough votes to upend racist structures.
What might COVID-19’s positive transformations look like? Three months of remote
learning have led to long-overdue discussions about the purpose and system of schooling.
Teachers, parents, and school administrators are asking questions such as: What is important to
learn and why? What thinking skills do our children most need to develop? How can we best
educate children for the important roles they will play to ensure we have functioning democracies,
equitable societies, and a healthy planet?
Such changes in education, should they come, will mean that students learn to
be solutionaries – people who provide ideas and blueprints for positively transforming societal
institutions and structures. It is solutionary thinking that enabled Minneapolis city council
members to cast their vote this week to create new systems for safety and protection in their city.
Without the work of thoughtful systems thinkers who shared innovative approaches for keeping
the city and its citizens safe, council members might not have felt confident to cast that vote.
COVID-19 may also lead to the transformation of our food systems. Stories about the
impacts of meat-eating have abounded during the pandemic, introducing people to the stark
realities behind the flesh they consume. People working in slaughterhouses (euphemistically
referred to as meatpacking plants) are contracting COVID-19 in large numbers, and many are
dying. President Trump deemed meat production “essential,” but surely it is not, and exposés of
the industry during the pandemic are revealing much more than the health hazards in
slaughterhouses. Factory farming has been unambiguously implicated in previous epidemics, and
the animal “wet” markets in China remain the likeliest cause of COVID-19. People are also
learning that eating meat in the quantities we do in the U.S. increases the incidence of heart disease,
strokes, diabetes, and some cancers; is a primary contributor to climate change (remember those
bushfires?); and is horrifically cruel to animals.
We could well look back at 2020 as the tipping point when people finally began reducing
their consumption of animals and animal products as a way of preventing future pandemics,
protecting the environment and wildlife habitats, addressing climate change, and saving more
human lives each year from preventable diseases than were lost due to COVID-19.
One potentially positive outcome from the COVID-caused recession is that the economic
upheaval has also resulted in a head-spinning shift in economic thinking from some of the biggest
beneficiaries of capitalism, who are beginning to re-examine their long held beliefs and discuss
economic reforms. This paves the way for solutionary thinkers in economics to have their work
reviewed seriously and embraced by those in power who’ve refused, until now, to consider
changes to our economic system that could effectively address inequity, poverty, and
environmental devastation.
Politics is facing a reckoning, too. With much trepidation surrounding the upcoming
presidential election (Will it be hacked? Will it be fair? Will Black people continue to be
disenfranchised through voter suppression? Will people be able to vote by mail during the
pandemic?), and with citizens speaking out by the hundreds of thousands day after day in the
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streets of our towns and cities, we may be looking at the largest voter turnout in living memory.
And with every subsystem within politics under scrutiny – lobbying, gerrymandering, campaign
finance, and the two-party system itself – there’s new hope for a solutionary overhaul.
So let’s imagine historians looking back at 2020 and describing it as the year when these
societal systems began to change in earnest. This could be the legacy of an otherwise awful year.
Achieving these outcomes won’t be easy. In the midst of dazzling examples of growing
awareness, generosity, and action, we are also witnessing divisiveness deepen, hostilities grow,
and threats to democracy gain traction. The interconnected systems that perpetuate destructive and
cruel practices are tremendously difficult to transform and will surely require our best selves. We
must meet this time of great change as engaged, compassionate, well-informed people who harness
our anger, sorrow, and fear toward what may be the most important work of our lifetimes.
If you’ve been hesitating to use your three Vs – Voice, Veto, and Vote – consider this your
moment. Use your voice to speak clearly. Veto destruction and injustice with how you spend your
money. Vote like lives depend on you, because they do. While we cannot bring back those lost to
bushfires in Australia, a global pandemic, or years of oppression, we can bring about change. We
have the power to make 2020 the year that ushered in a new era of peace, equity, and respect for
all life. This is our moment. Let’s get to work.
*Zoe Weil is the president of the Institute for Humane Education (IHE), which offers online
graduate degrees in comprehensive Humane Education; solutionary-focused programs and
workshops; and an award-winning free resource center. Zoe has given six TEDx talks including
her acclaimed “The World Becomes What You Teach.” She is the author of numerous books,
including: The World Becomes What We Teach: Educating a Generation of
Solutionaries (2016); Most Good, Least Harm: A Simple Principle for a Better World and
Meaningful Life; Above All, Be Kind; The Power and Promise of Humane Education; and Claude
and Medea (2007). Zoe is the recipient of the Unity College Women in Environmental Leadership
award and was a subject of the Americans Who Tell the Truth portrait series. Find her
on Facebook and follow her on Twitter @ZoeWeil.
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CLIMATE CHANGE: A WORLDWIDE CATASTROPHE IN THE MAKING
Alon Ben-Meir,* September 26, 2019
I could not possibly applaud enough the young men and women who flooded the streets in
hundreds of cities around the world demanding from their government to take immediate and longterm action to combat climate change. By the same token, I could not condemn and denounce more
vehemently Mr. Trump and many of his ilk, like Bolsonaro of Brazil, for their criminal disregard
of the catastrophic peril that climate change represents. By denying the threat that climate change
poses and its devastating harm to countless living creatures, they are systematically undermining
any chance we still have of avoiding a terrible catastrophe, including a mass extinction of species
the likes of which the modern world has never seen.
On Monday, the United Nations Climate Action Summit, revealed how far presidents and
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prime ministers are willing to go. More than 60 countries announced tangible plans to reduce
emissions and help the countries most vulnerable to climate change to manage the terrible
consequences of global warming.
Yet, since the beginning of his administration, Trump has been undermining environmental
protections; by his withdrawal from the Paris Climate Change agreement, his refusal to attend the
G7 special meeting on climate change, cut backs on the regulation of methane emissions, the
freezing of antipollution and fuel-efficiency standards for cars, weakening the Endangered Species
Act, while allowing gas drilling and offshore oil in all coastal waters off the United States.
Michael E. Mann, a noted climatologist and geophysicist, has observed that the science he
and his colleagues does is “a threat to the world’s most powerful and wealthiest special interests.”
This explains the self-serving denials of people like Trump and his company, who choose to ignore
that a disastrous climate crisis is looming.
To have a better understanding of the unfolding disasters precipitated by climate change
the following are not new revelations but point out some of the far-reaching implications of climate
change that no country can afford to overlook.
The rainforest are a crucial bulwark against climate change because they act as a carbon
sink, absorbing carbine dioxide out of the atmosphere. The rampant deforestation that is occurring
in the Amazon and elsewhere (including Indonesia, Thailand and the Democratic Republic of the
Congo) is effectively eliminating one of the most powerful resources we have for combatting
global warming.
When Brazilian president Jair Bolsonaro was elected in October 2018, he came to power
intending to open up the Amazon basin to business interests. He cut the budget of Brazil’s
environmental enforcement agency by $23 million, and essentially encouraged cattlemen,
agribusinesses and loggers to exploit and deforest an ever-growing amount of Amazon land. Small
wonder then that fires in Brazil are up 85 percent this year compared to the previous year.
Although it is certainly a good thing that European leaders recognize the calamity resulting from
the burning of the Amazon rainforest, the pathetic $20 million they have allocated for fighting
these fires is a paltry sum considering the enormity of the disaster. This sum of money does not
match the urgency expressed by the G7 leaders—do they really understand the magnitude of the
disaster which is unfolding in front of our eyes? Presently, an area about one and a half times the
size of a football field is being destroyed each and every minute of each and every day.
The systematic destruction of the rainforest is not limited to Brazil. The Democratic Republic of
the Congo has seen a loss of roughly 1,200 sq. miles of forest every year since 1990. That is a
forest area around the size of Delaware which is destroyed annually. The rainforest in the Congo
Basin is the largest in Africa, and second only to the Amazon Basin in size. Many of the wildlife
species are threatened by illegal logging, including the lowland gorillas and chimpanzees. Forest
elephants have seen their numbers decline by 60 percent.
War, ethnic conflicts, deteriorating economies, and climate change have forced millions
across the world to flee their homes. Over 1.6 million migrants and refugees reached Europe
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between 2015 and 2018 from Asia, Africa and Middle East. Tragically, climate refugees and
internally displaced persons are just another facet of this crisis.
Climate refugees are people forced to leave their homes due to “sudden or gradual
alterations in their natural environment.” The most vulnerable regions are sub-Saharan Africa,
South Asia and Latin America; studies show that by 2050, nearly 150 million people from these
regions could be displaced due to climate change.
Coral reefs are also dying at a horrifying rate as a result of global warming. 27 percent of
monitored reefs have been lost and over 30 percent are at risk of being lost within the next few
decades. The reasons for this unfolding tragedy are clear enough. Coral mining, overfishing, blast
fishing, pollution, warming oceans and ocean acidification are among the major contributing
factors.
Sylvia Earle, a notable marine biologist and former chief scientist of the National Oceanic
and Atmospheric Association pointedly observed that, “Half the coral reefs are still in pretty good
shape, a jeweled belt around the middle of the planet. There’s still time, but not a lot, to turn things
around.”
Factory farming is contributing directly to global warming. Over 60 billion animals
worldwide – including cows, chickens and pigs – are restricted to Confined Animal Feeding
Operations (CAFOs). These CAFOs release massive amounts of greenhouse gasses, surpassing
even the entire global transportation industry. According to the Food and Agriculture Organization
of the United Nations animal agriculture is responsible for 18 percent – nearly one-fifth – of all
human-induced greenhouse gas emissions.
Factory farming is also indirectly intensifying climate change through deforestation. In
fact, clearing land for feed crops and grazing releases up to 28 million tons of carbon dioxide per
year globally. As Jonathan Safran Foer, author of Eating Animals, states, “We know, at least, that
this decision (ending factory farming) will help prevent deforestation, curb global warming, reduce
pollution, save oil reserves, lessen the burden on rural America, decrease human rights abuses,
improve publish health, and help eliminate the most systematic animal abuse in history.”
Climate change equally impacts Democrats and Republicans alike; young and old; white
and persons of color; men, women, and children; and every species. Those who have brought us
face-to-face with this horrifying reality must now realize that their time is up. Climate change is
real, and the plethora of scientific evidence is indisputable. This is a calamity in the making—all
nations that care must wake up before it is too late.
All the power to the young Swedish student Greta Thunberg who bravely stood before the
UN special session on climate change and forcefully stated that, "You have stolen my dreams and
my childhood with your empty words. And yet I'm one of the lucky ones. People are suffering.
People are dying. Entire ecosystems are collapsing. We are in the beginning of a mass extinction,
and all you can talk about is money and fairy tales of eternal economic growth. How dare you!”
*Dr. Alon Ben-Meir is a professor of international relations at the Center for Global Affairs at
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NYU. He teaches courses on international negotiation and Middle Eastern studies. He may be
contacted at: alon@alonben-meir.com, www.alonben-meir.com.
<))))*((((>
DRIVE. RIDE. RETHINK
Mark Trahant*
Republished with authors permission from Indian Country Today, January 12, 2020,
https://www.brookings.edu/blog/the-avenue/2020/01/06/banning-cars-wont-solve-americasbigger-transportation-problem-longtrips/?utm_campaign=Metropolitan%20Policy%20Program&utm_source=hs_email&utm_mediu
m=email&utm_content=81703046.
Innovative transportation policies are essential in the era of climate change
Last year carbon emissions fell by 2.1 percent in the United States. At least that number
reflects a minus sign because just a year ago the trend was moving in the opposite direction.
It's interesting how we got there, though. A new study by the Rhodium Group says last
year’s carbon emissions decline “was due almost entirely to a drop in coal consumption. Coalfired power generation fell by a record 18 percent year-on-year to its lowest level since 1975.”
“Unfortunately, far less progress was made in other sectors of the economy,” the study
reports. “Transportation emissions remained relatively flat. Emissions from buildings, industry
and other parts of the economy rose, though less than in 2018.
Rhodium said the U.S. is “at risk” of missing its Copenhagen Accord target of a 17 percent
reduction by the end of this year and “a long way off” from the goal of a 26 to 28 percent reduction
by 2025. Targets that were pledged under the Paris Agreement. Then that would be the same
agreement that the Trump administration officially withdrew from (technically the withdrawal
won’t happen for another year beginning in November 2020).
The Paris Agreement was a grand idea, that world governments could come together and
set ambitious climate goals, reducing the amount of carbon emissions and set an overall goal to
limit the global temperature increase to “well below” 2 degrees Celsius. The stretch goal was 1.5
degrees.
It’s one thing to reach consensus and close a power plant. Or even to fix a building and
make it more carbon neutral. But it’s a much more complicated challenge to change the behavior
of millions of people. That is what has to happen in transportation.
The United Nations reports that fossil fuels make up 80 percent of global energy demand
and are the source for some two-thirds of global CO2 emissions. As the UN sustainability project
says: “The need to reduce emission does not preclude the use of fossil fuels, but it does require a
significant change in direction; business as usual is not consistent with decreasing emissions.”
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The primary goal of any transportation system is simple: Move one person from point A to
point B. But what if that basic framework was changed? What if the framework instead was about
mitigating climate change first and then moving people? How would that change point A to point
B?
Transportation and climate change is a “big problem” that requires action now, says Olof
Persson, former chief executive officer of the Volvo Group. He was co-chair of a UN advisory
group on transportation. “We have solutions. That technology is coming very fast and we need to
implement those solutions. I definitely believe that the need for transportation is going to increase
in the future and we need to make sure that we utilize technology in the best possible way to make
sure that we can do that growth in transport.”
In the United States driving to and from work, to the stores, shipping goods, even flying
accounts for 29 percent of all greenhouse gas emissions. Seventy percent of that number is car and
truck traffic. These numbers are big enough so that even a small change by a lot of people could
significantly reduce greenhouse gases.
The New York Times calculated that if people drove 10 percent less, or about 1,300 miles
per person, that would cut annual CO2 emissions by 110 million metric tons. That is roughly the
same number as shutting down about 28 coal-fired power plants for a year.
But that’s not happening. Instead, Brookings Institute reports, “we’re continuing to drive a
lot, with vehicle miles traveled increasing each year. The country’s drivers now log 3.2 trillion
vehicle miles traveled annually, up from 2.9 trillion in 2010 and more than double the 1.5 trillion
miles in 1980.” And the per capita numbers are not much better. “We’re each driving almost 9,900
miles annually, up from a recent low of 9,400 miles in 2013 and 6,700 miles in 1981.” The numbers
slowed after the recession and then that trend reversed just as soon as the economy recovered.
Stuck in the past
Our transportation infrastructure is stuck in the past. Consider Phoenix.
Last month Arizona opened a new freeway. The cost of the Loop 202 was $1.7 billion and
it added 22 miles of freeway to give motorists an alternative to Interstate 10 through downtown
Phoenix. The state projects daily traffic of 117,000 vehicles in the first year and up to 190,000
vehicles are forecasted to travel the route daily by 2035.
When the route was planned the Gila River Indian Community filed suit to block the
highway expansion. Gov. Steven Roe Lewis said in 2015 that the South Mountain area is one of
the tribe’s most important natural resources. "It is a prominent part of the community's oral
traditions and ceremonial activities, all of which are tied to the natural environment,” the governor
said. "The proposed freeway would destroy parts of three ridges of South Mountain and also would
destroy or alter many trails, shrines and archaeological sites that constitute significant cultural
resources for the community and its members."
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The Brookings Institute says “car dependence continues to grow. From 2005 to 2018, the
total number of vehicles increased from 196.6 million to 221.4 million—a 12.6 percent jump.
That’s 25 million extra cars on the road and almost two cars per household, highlighting the
magnitude of the national challenge at hand.”
And yet even more highway expansions are planned. The state’s narrative about highway
expansion — including the very term, “free way.” Announcing its new road the Arizona
Department of Transportation said: “The Loop 202 South Mountain Freeway is open to traffic,
providing a much needed alternative to Interstate 10 through downtown Phoenix while improving
the quality of life in a fast-growing region.”
But the facts of global warming suggest the opposite. And driving a vehicle carries a toll
that equals 96 pounds of CO2 per person.
On the other hand: An average light rail trip results is more than two thirds less — and a
full train saves 85 percent.
About 50,000 people a day ride Phoenix’s light rail system (and voters did recently
overwhelmingly approve an expansion). Yet the narrative is very different. Uniformed security
teams patrol trains and spot check passengers to make sure they’ve paid. The trains tell riders are
told: “Valley Metro is a destination-based service. Riders may not remain on board a light rail
vehicle after arriving at their destination.”
The story: Pay. Get on. Get off. And keep quiet. It’s not the freeway.
But what if the metaphor of “the free way” was applied to transit. Phoenix and many other
cities offer a few buses that offer short routes for free. But what if all the incentives were aligned
to encourage ridership above all? That’s an idea that is being carried out now in Kansas City and
is under consideration in Boston, Houston and other cities.
The issue is cost. But is it in the public interest to fully fund transit? Or to ask that question
in a climate change context, how much will it cost us all to change behavior?
“What effect would free transit have on ridership?” asks a report by the Transit
Center. “Around the world, the verdict is still out on whether going fare free substantially changes
people’s travel choices. In Dunkirk, population 100,000, ridership increased by 85 percent
immediately after the introduction of fare-free transit. But in Tallinn, population 426,000, ridership
has only increased by 3 percent in the five years since transit was made free.”
That same study says the most important thing that transit systems can do, however, is
improve the structure and frequency of mass transit. “Making transit fast, frequent, and reliable.
In just a few short years, Seattle has nearly tripled the number of people able to walk to frequent
transit, and ridership continues to climb,” the report said.
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Rethinking the grid
Rep. Sharice Davids, Ho Chunk, said transportation and climate change was one of the
reasons why she wanted to be on the House Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure. She
represents Kansas' third district.
Davids said “there are so many opportunities for us to really have an impact on climate
change.” The Kansas City metro area is having a lot of conversations now about “intermodal”
transportation or routes that involve more than one form of transportation.
“In a place like Kansas City,” she said, “We have the, this mixture of urban, suburban, and
rural. And you know, it's not a one size fits all solution for how we can get people places more
efficiently to get people places in a more green way. So we have a pilot on for micro transit, which
kind of bridges that transit.”
The Johnson County, Kansas, micro transit works like a public version of Uber. Picking
up riders in vans from bus stations and dropping them a short distance away for $1.50. This does
two things, moves people at a lower cost and reduces emissions in the air.
The system also works with other rural areas.
“So you know, you can ride the bus and get to a hub in like Mission Kansas, which is in
the suburbs, and then call the micro transit using their app and for a lower cost than if you were to
call use a ride hailing app,” said Davids. Then “you can get to your, your place of work or home
from that, from that hub.”
The opportunity is to rethink infrastructure and build towards a “bold, green, resilient”
system, David says. “It’s not like there's not any other option. I mean that's the way we talked
about it is recognizing that climate change is real and that we have to be doing something about it
and that our infrastructure is one of the key places.”
Davids said there is an unique opportunity for tribes because many of the transportation
systems are only just beginning — and micro transportation fits into that framework.
There is a set aside for tribal mass transit programs — most often bus systems. Last year
the U.S. The Department of Transportation awarded grants to tribes including the Kenaitze Tribe
on the Kenai Peninsula. The Alaska Native Village of Nulato Village received funding for tribal
citizens to be able to bus to the airport.
Back to Arizona
One lesson from rethinking transportation systems is the connection with everything else.
If people live near work, then commuting is less of an issue.
This is already true for more young people who have made the decision that driving is
overrated. A 2017 story in American City and County magazine says: “Millennials – the 83 million
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people born between 1982 and 2003 – are rejecting cars in favor of alternative modes of
transportation. As these young people are the next generation of innovators and up-and-comers in
the workforce, it’s no surprise that communities offering viable and multiple alternative
transportation options are growing. If our cities want to experience similar growth trends, they are
going to have to fundamentally rethink their transportation structures.”
In fact the data suggests that young people are thinking differently about work, place and
transportation.
One example of that could be communities designed without cars being at the center. That’s
exactly what’s happening in Tempe, Arizona.
Joseph Kane, writing for Brookings Institute, says Culdesac Tempe aims to promote a new
type of walkable neighborhood. Residents will not be allowed to have cars or park there. “Instead,
Culdesac Tempe will promote ride-sharing, biking, and other flexible transportation options
(including a nearby light rail station) that will free up more land for open space and amenities,”
Kane writes. “Culdesac Tempe is an important first step, but banning cars in a handful of
neighborhoods won’t solve the larger transportation problem in metropolitan Phoenix and many
other regions: the need to travel long distances to access economic opportunity.”
He said it’s one way to get people thinking differently about work and place.
“No single strategy, or development, will obviate our need to travel long distances,” Kane
says. “But plans focused on improving walkability and connectivity — across different
neighborhoods and whole regions — should become the norm if we’re to address the inefficiencies
and inequities in our legacy transportation systems.”
*Mark Trahant is editor of Indian Country Today. He is a member of the Shoshone-Bannock
Tribes. Follow him on Twitter - @TrahantReports.
^^^^^^^
HOW HEAT CAN BE USED TO STORE RENEWABLE ENERGY
Antoine Koen and Pau Farres Antunez
The effect that fossil fuels are having on the climate emergency is driving an international
push to use low-carbon sources of energy. At the moment, the best options for producing lowcarbon energy on a large scale are wind and solar power. But despite improvements over the last
few years to both their performance and cost, a significant problem remains: the wind doesn’t
always blow, and the sun doesn’t always shine. A power grid that relies on these fluctuating
sources struggles to constantly match supply and demand, and so renewable energy sometimes
goes to waste because it’s not produced when needed.
One of the main solutions to this problem is large-scale electricity storage technologies.
These work by accumulating electricity when supply exceeds demand, then releasing it when the
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opposite happens. However, one issue with this method is that it involves enormous quantities of
electricity.
Existing storage technologies like batteries wouldn’t be good for this kind of process, due
to their high cost per unit energy. Currently, over 99% of large-scale electricity storage is handled
by pumped hydro dams, which move water between two reservoirs through a pump or turbine to
store or produce power. However, there are limits to how much more pumped hydro can be built
due to its geographical requirements.
One promising storage option is pumped thermal electricity storage. This relatively new
technology has been around for about ten years, and is currently being tested in pilot plants.

The conversion of electricity to heat happens in the central circuit, then stored in hot and
cold tanks. Pau Farres Antunez, Author provided
Pumped thermal electricity storage works by turning electricity into heat using a large-scale heat
pump. This heat is then stored in a hot material, such as water or gravel, inside an insulated tank.
When needed, the heat is then turned back into electricity using a heat engine. These energy
conversions are done with thermodynamic cycles, the same physical principles used to run
refrigerators, car engines or thermal power plants.
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Known technology
Pumped thermal electricity storage has many advantages. The conversion processes mostly
rely on conventional technology and components (such as heat exchangers, compressors, turbines,
and electrical generators) that are already widely used in the power and processing industries. This
will shorten the time required to design and build pumped thermal electricity storage, even on a
large scale.
The storage tanks can be filled with abundant and inexpensive materials such as gravel,
molten salts or water. And, unlike batteries, these materials pose no threat to the environment.
Large molten salt tanks have been successfully used for many years in concentrated solar power
plants, which is a renewable energy technology that has seen rapid growth during the last decade.
Concentrated solar power and pumped thermal electricity storage share many similarities, but
while concentrated solar power plants produce energy by storing sunlight as heat (and then
converting it to electricity), pumped thermal electricity storage plants store electricity that may
come from any source – solar, wind or even nuclear energy, among others.
Easy to deploy and compact
Pumped thermal electricity storage plants can be installed anywhere, regardless of
geography. They can also easily be scaled up to meet the grid’s storage needs. Other forms of bulk
energy storage are limited by where they can be installed. For example, pumped hydro storage
requires mountains and valleys where substantial water reservoirs can be built. Compressed air
energy storage relies on large subterranean caverns.
Pumped thermal electricity storage has a higher energy densitythan pumped hydro dams
(it can store more energy in a given volume). For example, ten times more electricity can be
recovered from 1kg of water stored at 100°C, compared to 1kg of water stored at a height of 500
metres in a pumped hydro plant. This means that less space is required for a given amount of
energy stored, so the environmental footprint of the plant is smaller.
Long life
The components of pumped thermal electricity storage typically last for decades. Batteries,
on the other hand, degrade over time and need to be replaced every few years – most electric car
batteries are typically only guaranteed for about five to eight years.
However, even though there are many things that make pumped thermal electricity storage
well-suited for large-scale storage of renewable energy, it does have its downsides. Possibly the
biggest disadvantage is its relatively modest efficiency – meaning how much electricity is returned
during discharge, compared to how much was put in during charge. Most pumped thermal
electricity storage systems aim for 50-70% efficiency, compared to 80-90% for lithium-ion
batteries or 70-85% for pumped hydro storage.
But what arguably matters most is cost: the lower it is, the faster society can move towards
a low carbon future. Pumped thermal electricity storage is expected to be competitive with other
storage technologies – though this won’t be known for certain until the technology matures and is
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fully commercialised. As it stands, several organisations already have working, real-world
prototypes. The sooner we test and start deploying pumped thermal electricity storage, the sooner
we can use it to help transition to a low-carbon energy system.
<::K::>
HOW COVID-19 COULD IMPACT THE CLIMATE CRISIS
FAR-RIGHT GOVERNMENTS ARE ROLLING BACK ENVIRONMENTAL
REGULATIONS, WHILE INTERNATIONAL CLIMATE TALKS STALL AMID THE
CRISIS. BUT CLIMATE ACTIVISTS SEE OPPORTUNITY.
Daniel Wilkinson, Luciana Tellez-Chavez*
Republished from Foreign Policy In Focus - A project of the Institute for Policy Studies, Foreign
Policy In Focus - A project of the Institute, for Policy Studies, April 16, 2020,
https://fpif.org/how-covid-19-could-impact-the-climate-crisis/, under a Creative Commons
Attribution license.
Satellite images showing dramatic drops in air pollution in coronavirus hotspots around the
globe have circulated widely on social media, offering a silver lining to an otherwise very dark
story. But they are also a graphic reminder of the climate crisis that will continue when the
pandemic passes.
When the lockdowns are lifted and life returns to what it once was, so too will the pollution
that clouds the skies and with it the greenhouse gases that fuel global warming.
In fact, the rebound could be even worse.
In the initial aftermath of the global financial crisis of 2008, global CO2 emissions from
fossil fuel combustion and cement production decreased by 1.4 percent, only to rise by 5.9 percent
in 2010. And the crisis this time could have a longer-term impact on the environment — at far
greater cost to human health, security, and life — if it derails global efforts to address climate
change.
This was supposed to be a “a pivotal year” for those efforts to address climate change, as
UN Secretary General António Guterres put it at a recent briefing on the UN’s annual climate
summit, which was scheduled to take place in Glasgow in November.
Ahead of the summit, 196 countries were expected to introduce revamped plans to meet
the emission reduction goals established under the 2015 Paris Agreement. Yet on April 1, in the
face of the spreading coronavirus pandemic, the UN announced that it was postponing the summit
until sometime next year.
It was only the latest sign that the casualties of COVID-19 may include global efforts to
address climate change. Other international meetings related to climate — on biodiversity and
oceans — have also been disrupted. While the need to mobilize governments to act on climate has
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never been more urgent, the inability to gather world leaders to address the issue could make it all
the more difficult to do so.
The coronavirus crisis also threatens local efforts to meet the climate commitments that
have already been made.
The European Union has come under pressure to shelve crucial climate initiatives, with
Poland callingfor a carbon trading program to be put on hold and the Czech Republic urging that
the EU’s landmark climate bill be abandoned, while airline companies have pressed regulators to
delay emissions-cutting policies. China has already announced such delays, extending deadlines
for companies to meet environmental standards and postponing an auction for the right to build
several huge solar farms.
In the United States, after a powerful oil lobby petitioned the Trump administration to relax
enforcement, the Environmental Protection Agency said it would not penalize companies that fail
to comply with federal monitoring or reporting requirements if they could attribute their noncompliance to the pandemic. And in recent days it announced a rollback on car emissions rules
that were a central piece of U.S. efforts to reduce greenhouse gas emissions.
In Brazil, the federal environmental agency announced it is cutting back on its enforcement
duties, which include protecting the Amazon from accelerating deforestation that could lead to the
release of massive amounts of greenhouse gases that are stored in one of the world’s most
important carbon sinks.
Governments have a human rights obligation to protect people from environmental harm
— and this includes a duty to address climate change.
They might conceivably have valid reasons to temporarily relax the enforcement of some
environmental rules as they scramble to contain the pandemic and salvage their economies. But
these measures could do permanent damage if used to advance the broader anti-environmental
agendas of leaders like President Donald Trump and Brazilian President Jair Bolsonaro,
who oppose global efforts to address climate change.
The real impact of the coronavirus crisis on climate could depend ultimately on choices
made regarding how governments want their economies to look when they recover—and, in
particular, how much they will continue to rely on fossil fuels. Meeting the Paris Agreement’s
central goal of limiting global warming will require reducing this reliance.
And here the crisis might offer some grounds for hope.
Many see the efforts to contain the economic fallout of the pandemic as an opportunity to
accelerate the shift to cleaner energy alternatives, such as solar and wind. Options could include
ensuring that economic stimulus programs prioritize investments in cleaner energy,
or conditioning assistance to businesses, especially in carbon-intensive sectors, on drastic cuts in
emissions. Similarly, financial industry bailouts could require banks to invest less in fossil fuel
fuels and more in climate change mitigation and resilience efforts.
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In the U.S., congressional Democrats pushed for such measures when negotiating the
recent stimulus package. In response, President Trump threatened a veto, tweeting “This is not
about the ridiculous Green New Deal.” The proposed measures did not survive, though Democrats
did manage to block $3 billion that Republicans sought to buy up oil for the strategic reserve.
In Europe, the prospects for green stimulus are more promising. In response to one
European leader’s call to abandon climate measures, an EU spokesperson was categorical: “While
our immediate focus is on combating COVID-19, our work on delivering the European Green Deal
continues. The climate crisis is still a reality and necessitates our continued attention and efforts.
The struggle to ensure that human rights protections and climate commitments are not
COVID-19 collateral will continue in the US, the EU and elsewhere as governments face the task
of restarting their economies in the weeks and months to come. The outcome will define our
capacity and will to mitigate what threatens to be a global catastrophe far greater even than the
viral pandemic.
*Daniel Wilkinson is environment and human rights director and Luciana Tellez-Chavez is an
environmental ronmental researcher, both at Human Rights Watch.
˚˚˚˚
THE CORPORATE FOOD SYSTEM IS MAKING THE CORONAVIRUS CRISIS WORSE
COVID-19 IS SO DANGEROUS TO FOOD SECURITY BECAUSE THE GLOBAL
SUPPLY CHAIN WAS INSECURE TO BEGIN WITH.
COULD WE REMAKE IT?
Walden Bello*
Republished from Foreign Policy In Focus - A project of the Institute for Policy Studies, April 22,
2020,
https://fpif.org/the-corporate-food-system-is-making-the-coronavirus-crisisworse/?emci=fa385768-7085-ea11-a94c-00155d03b1e8&emdi=7549e778-7185-ea11-a94c00155d03b1e8&ceid=3984446, under a Creative Commons Attribution license.
The global food system has been very much front and center in the COVID-19 story.
Everyone, of course, is aware that hunger is closely tracking the virus as its wreaks havoc
in both the global North and global South. Indeed, one can say that, unlike in East Asia, Europe,
and the U.S., in South Asia, the food calamity preceded the actual invasion by the virus, with
relatively few infections registered in India, Pakistan, and Bangladesh as of late March of 2020 —
but with millions already displaced by the lockdowns and other draconian measures taken by the
region’s governments.
In India, for instance, internal migrants lost their jobs in just a few hours’ notice, leaving
them with little money for food and rent and forcing them to trek hundreds of kilometers home,
with scores beaten up by police seeking to quarantine them as they crossed state lines. Estimated
at as many as 139 million, these internal migrants, largely invisible in normal times, suddenly
became visible as they tried to reach their home states, deprived of public transportation owing to
the sudden national lockdown.
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With people dying along the way, a constant refrain in this vast human wave was the
desperate cry: “If coronavirus doesn’t kill us, hunger will!”
But the food question has been a key dimension of the pandemic in two other ways. One
is the connection of the virus with the destabilization of wildlife. The other is the way the measures
to contain the spread of the virus have underlined the extreme vulnerability of the global food
supply chain.
COVID-19 and Wildlife: The Virus and Ecological Destabilization
The story of how the novel coronavirus leaped from its animal host to humans in a wet
market in Wuhan still has to be told in detail — and with the ruling Communist Party in China so
sensitive about its bungling first efforts to contain the disease, this may never come to pass.
One hypothesis making the rounds is that the original host was a bat, while the intermediary
host between the bat and humans was a pangolin or scaly anteater. Bats were also the original hosts
for the coronavirus that caused SARS, the disease that hit humans in the early 2000s, and MERS
or “Middle East Respiratory Syndrome” that made its appearance nearly a decade later. The
intermediate hosts, however, differed, with the masked civet serving as the intermediate host for
SARS and the dromedary camel in the case of MERS.
Virologists and biologists still have to come to a definitive conclusion as to the intermediate
host of the Novel Coronavirus that leaped to some humans at the Wuhan Wholesale Seafood
Market. What interests us here is the likely backstory. That background is likely to have involved
ecological destabilization caused by the expansion of large-scale commercial poaching, industrial
agriculture, residential expansion, and other forms of human invasion of the natural habitat of
wildlife.
It is not surprising that the passage from pangolins to humans occurred in China — both in
the case of the Novel Coronavirus and that of SARS, which started in Foshan municipality in
Guangdong Province, for China is the global center of the wildlife trade, much of it illegal. As
food systems expert Mahendra Lama points out, China hosts “scores of both licensed and illegal
commercial breeding centers supply tigers, porcupines, pangolins, bears, snakes and rats.” A study
by the Chinese Academy of Engineering stated that, in 2016, there were more than 14 million
people working in the wildlife-related industry that fetched $74 billion.
The Global Food Supply Chain: The Weak Link
The other food-related dimension of the COVID-19 pandemic of critical importance is the
vulnerability of the global food supply chain.
With the COVID-19 pandemic poised to make its assault on South Asia and Africa, which
health specialists thought to be the continent most vulnerable to the virus, the heads of the World
Trade Organization, World Health Organization, and the Food and Agriculture Administration
made a joint declaration in late March that since “millions of people around the world depend on
international trade for their food security and livelihoods,” governments had to refrain from taking
measures that would “disrupt the food supply chain.”
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FAO chief Qu Yongdu warned, “Don’t let the COVID-19 crisis become a hunger game.”
What the international agencies feared was a repeat of the 2007-2008 food price crisis,
when disruptions of the global food supply chain triggered by export restrictions by key grain
supplying countries like China, Argentina, Vietnam, and Indonesia forced food prices to skyrocket
— adding 75 million people to the ranks of the hungry and driving an estimated 125 million people
in developing countries into extreme poverty.
But the current threat to the global supply chain is not just a potential one. The chain is
already breaking down at one of its most critical links: migrant labor.
The pandemic has exposed the degree to which farming is dependent upon migrant
workers, with more than 25 percent of the world’s farm work done by these itinerant laborers. In
an excellent survey, Jean Shaoul tells us that some two-thirds of these 800,000 difficult and
backbreaking jobs, whose main features are low pay and long hours, are filled in the harvest season
in Europe by workers from North Africa and Central and Eastern Europe. But the Schengen area,
comprising 26 European states, has banned external visitors for 30 days and closed many borders.
“Labor is going to be the biggest thing that can break” in the United States food supply
chain as well, Karan Girotra, a supply-chain expert at Cornell University told the New York Times.
“If large numbers of people start getting sick in rural America, all bets are off.”
Indeed, belonging to an essential industry, farm workers and workers in the downstream
food processing and food retail sectors are in the frontlines of the struggle to contain COVID-19.
But many of them are deprived of the most basic protective gear, like facemasks, and work in
crowded conditions that make a mockery of social distance rules.
But the global supply chain is not only threatened by problems at the production and
processing ends, but by transportation bottlenecks, especially at key hubs. An FAO report vividly
captures a developing problem in Rosario, Argentina, the world’s largest exporter of soymeal
livestock feed:
Recently, dozens of municipal governments near Rosario have blocked grains trucks from
entering and exiting their towns to slow the spread of the virus… Soybeans are therefore not being
transported to crushing plants, affecting the country’s export of soybean meal for livestock.
Similarly, in Brazil, another key exporter of staple commodities, there are reports of logistical
hurdles putting the food supply chains at risk. Internationally, if a major port like Santos in Brazil
or Rosario in Argentina shuts down, it would spell disaster for global trade.
There is no doubt that making sure the global food chain is free of disruptions is a shortterm priority to prevent starvation and food riots. What is disturbing though is that FAO and other
multilateral agencies can’t seem to get it into their heads that the global food supply chain
is magnifying the COVID-19 fiasco — that its having displaced local and regional food production
systems and making countries less self-sufficient in food has made many of them more vulnerable
to pandemics and other emergencies.
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Indeed, ships and planes loaded with food supplies have themselves become some of the
most effective transmitters of the disease over long distances.
Extending the Chain
The 2007-2008 food crisis and the 2008-2009 global financial crisis should have shown
the multilateral agencies the fragility of global supply chains — of the food system in the case of
the first and the industrial system in the case of the second, when the financial crisis led to a global
recession that closed down many global industrial subcontractors in China.
These developments should have triggered a serious interrogation of the resiliency of the
global supply chain paradigm that had become the “business model” of western transnational
corporations. Instead of being phased out, however, the food supply chain stretched farther and
farther, and local and regional food systems withered even more.
The FAO estimates that global agricultural trade more than tripled in value to around $1.6
trillion from 2000 to 2016. More and more, local and regional food systems that used to provide
most of domestic production and consumption of food have retreated in the face of these chains,
which are dominated by large processing firms and supermarkets, are capital-intensive, and have
relatively low labor inputs compared to smallholder agriculture. These international and regional
giants now constitute roughly 30 to 50 percent of the food systems in China, Latin America, and
Southeast Asia, and 20 percent of the food systems in Africa and South Asia.
Vertical integration and consolidation at the buyer end of export chains, says one influential
study, “are strengthening the bargaining power of large agro-industrial firms and food
multinationals, displacing decision-making authority from the farmers to these downstream
companies, and expanding the capacity of these companies to extract rents from the chain to the
disadvantage of contracted smallholder suppliers in the chains.”
What changes to the global food system does the COVID-19 debacle urge on us?
Destabilization of the Wildlife Habitat Must be Halted
First of all, China must stop destabilizing wildlife habitats.
It must be emphasized that China’s exotic culinary practices involving the illegal
commercial poaching of wildlife have now produced two pandemics in less than two decades —
SARS and COVID-19. Thus Beijing has a responsibility to ensure that China does not become a
source for a third.
Acknowledging Wuhan’s illicit wildlife connection, China’s top law-making body, the
Standing Committee of the National People’s Congress of the Communist Party of China, has now
banned the wildlife trade. Also, Beijing is a signatory to the Convention on International Trade in
Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES), and has imposed wildlife crime penalties
of $29,441 and life imprisonment.
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However, as Mahendra Lama, tells us, the “wildlife trade continues unabated, and the use
of more sophisticated e-commerce platforms with highly coded messaging keeps vigilance at bay.”
Serious enforcement, involving high-tech methods and not just legislation, must be Beijing’s
priority, “so that wildlife traders, supply chain managers, and global storehouses are treated akin
to global terrorism actors, booked and dealt severely with when caught.” China, Lama rightfully
stresses, “must realize that its status as a global actor has now become inextricably intertwined
with local culinary and commercial practices in the wet markets of many of its cities.”
But there is an even bigger challenge that China has to meet, and that is, it must seriously
rethink and possibly shelve its flagship Belt and Road Initiative (BRI). A massive trillion-dollar
program of building roads and railways and constructing hydroelectric and coal power plants, and
setting up mining ventures, BRI projects threaten over 1,700 critical biodiversity spots and 265
threatened species, according to the World Wildlife Federation.
One of these is Sumatra’s Batang Toru forest highlands, one of Indonesia’s most biodiverse
regions, where a $1.6 billion hydroelectric power plant poses a danger to the rare Tanapuli
orangutan and the critically endangered Sumatran tiger and Sunda pangolin. In the Philippines, the
BRI-funded Kaliwa Dam in mountainous Eastern Luzon island is projected to displace some
20,000 indigenous people living in 230 hectares of dipterocarp forests, as well as pose a threat to
rare species of flora and fauna in the area — including the white-winged flying fox, slender-tailed
cloud rat, civet cats, wild boar, Philippine eagle, and Philippine deer.
Many of these wildlife are hosts to viruses, like those causing SARS and COVID-19, and
they are strongly suspected of transmitting them from bats to humans. Thus many projects
connected with the BRI will destabilize local ecologies, posing the threat of triggering future
pandemics.
Viral transmission is not the only threat posed by the BRI. According to one study, BRI’s
network of roads, railways, and pipelines could introduce more than 800 alien invasive species —
including 98 amphibians, 177 reptiles, 391 birds, and 150 mammals — into several countries along
its many routes and developments, destabilizing their ecosystems.
The Chinese government must seriously rethink the BRI and radically modify, if not totally
eliminate, many of the projects connected with it for public health and ecological reasons.
Adopt Food Sovereignty as the Paradigm for Food Production
Probably the most important measure that we propose is to move food production away
from the fragile, corporate-controlled globalized food supply chain based on narrow considerations
such as the reduction of unit cost to more sustainable smallholder-based localized systems. While,
in the short term, global supply chains must be kept running to ensure people do not starve, the
strategic goal must be to replace them, and some measures can already be taken even as the
pandemic is at its height.
There are solid reasons for reversing the trend towards the globalization of food production
and moving towards more food self-sufficiency. However, the rationale goes beyond just ensuring
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food self- sufficiency to fostering values and practices that enhance community, social solidarity,
and democracy.
The movement towards an alternative food system has gained momentum over the last few
decades owing to the growing realization that the way we produce our food is one of the keys to
overcoming the alienation of human beings from one another and the alienation of the human
community from the planet.
Led by peasants and smallholders, who still produce some 70 percent of the world’s food,
this movement proposes the alternative paradigm of “food sovereignty,” the cornerstone principles
of which include the following:
•

•

•

•

Local food production must be delinked from corporate-dominated global supply chains, and
each country should strive for food self-sufficiency. That means the country’s farmers should
produce most of the food consumed domestically, a condition that is subverted by the corporate
concept of “food security” that says that a country can also meet a great part of its food needs
through imports.
The people should have the right to determine their patterns of food production and
consumption, taking into consideration “rural and productive diversity,” and not allow these
to be subordinated to unregulated international trade.
Localization of food production is good for the climate, since the carbon emissions of localized
production on a global scale are much less than that of agriculture based on global supply
chains.
Traditional peasant and indigenous agricultural technologies contain a great deal of wisdom
and represent the evolution of a largely benign balance between the human community and the
biosphere. Thus the evolution of agrotechnology to meet social needs must take traditional
practices as a starting point rather than regarding them as obsolete.

To be sure, there are many questions related to the economics, politics, and technology of
food sovereignty that remain unanswered or to which its proponents give varying and sometimes
contradictory answers. But a new paradigm is not born perfect. What gives it its momentum are
the irreversible crisis of the old paradigm and the conviction of a critical mass of people that it is
the only way of surmounting the problems of the old system and opening up new possibilities for
the fulfillment of values that people hold dear.
As with any new form of organizing social relationships, the unanswered questions can
only be answered, and the ambiguities and contradictions can only be ironed out, through practice,
since practice has always been the mother of possibilities.
It has been said that one should never let a good crisis go to waste. The silver lining of the
COVID-19 crisis is the opportunity it spells for food sovereignty.
*Foreign Policy In Focus columnist Walden Bello is an associate of the Amsterdam-based
Transnational Institute, which sponsored the study on which this article is based. He is also senior
analyst at the Bangkok-based Focus on the Global South.
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THE CORONAVIRUS IS EXACERBATING VULNERABILITIES NATIVE
COMMUNITIES ALREADY FACE
Maria Givens*
Republished
from
Vox,
March
25,
2020,
https://www.vox.com/2020/3/25/21192669/coronavirus-native-americansindians.
In Kayenta, Arizona — the northwest corner of the Navajo Nation — the streets are eerily
quiet. Famous landmarks like Antelope Canyon and Monument Valley are empty. Flea markets
that are normally bustling hubs of commerce in this remote area are now closed. But for those
living in and around Kayenta, there is still water to haul, wood to chop, and sheep to herd at home.
The town of 5,189 is taking stricter measures for social distancing since 18 cases of Covid19, the disease caused by the novel coronavirus, were confirmed over the past two weeks. On
Saturday, Navajo Nation President Jonathan Nez issued a stay-at-home order, prohibiting residents
of the country’s largest Indian reservation — spanning 27,413 square miles from Arizona to Utah
to New Mexico — from leaving their homes unless it is for food or medicine. Tribal police are
already patrolling grocery store parking lots, enforcing social distancing and purchasing limits
while children shop for their elders who wait in the car.
The Navajo Nation isn’t the only Indian community to feel the impact of the coronavirus.
The first person in Oklahoma to die from Covid-19 complications was a 55-year-old citizen of
the Cherokee Nation. A Northern Arapaho tribal member on the Wind River Indian Reservation
in Wyoming tested positive on Saturday and the tribe has declared a state of emergency for the
reservation that spans over 2.2 million acres. Last weekend, Minnesota Lieutenant Governor
Peggy Flanagan, of the White Earth Band of Ojibwe, lost her brother to Covid-19 after he
was already battling a cancer diagnosis.
Natives living in urban areas like Salt Lake City, Seattle, and San Jose are contracting the virus in
high numbers as well. According to the National Council on Urban Indian Health, “The Urban
Indian Organizations located in Seattle, Washington, is projecting a monthly loss of $734,922
during this pandemic,” meaning the urban health clinics are dipping into their limited
noncoronavirus-related funding to cope with the pandemic.
As of March 23, there are 35 confirmed cases in the Indian Health System, the federal
government’s agency that provides medical services to Native people, including two deaths,
according to Indian Country Today. This number likely does not include individuals who went
immediately to a non-Native hospital or ICU because their symptoms were serious. In addition,
testing is not accessible in most Native communities, leaving many cases to go unreported or
experience extensive delays.
While nearly no one in the country is safe from the coronavirus outbreak, its impact on
Indian Country looks different from the rest of the US. Tribal elders are more at risk of Covid-19
because of high rates of diabetes and heart disease. Clean water for proper hand-washing is not
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accessible in all tribal communities, and overcrowding in Native homes is also common as many
are multi-generational, creating social distancing challenges. Meanwhile, emergency federal
funding for tribal health organizations has been delayed within the bureaucracy at US Health and
Human Services. Then there are the negative economic effects, with hospitality businesses like
casinos — often tribes’ greatest source of income — closing. Indian Country’s resources were
stretched thin to begin with, and the coronavirus pandemic is exacerbating the disparities.
“Covid-19 could be a perfect storm for Indian Country,” Dante Desiderio, executive
director for the Native American Financial Officers Association (NAFOA), told Vox. Not only
could the virus cause a drastic death toll — especially among at-risk elders who serve as
community knowledge keepers — it could also wreak havoc on tribal economies that have barely
recovered from the economic crash of 2008. If the government doesn’t act fast, tribal populations,
prosperity, and ways of life could be set back for a generation.
The American government isn’t doing enough to combat the virus in Indian Country
The federal government is obligated by hundreds of treaties with various tribes to provide
health care to Native people. To execute this treaty obligation, Congress set up the Indian Health
Service (IHS) in 1955 to provide direct medical care to Native people through local clinics and
hospitals. Tribal leaders call this a “prepaid health care system,” where land cessions over the past
few centuries have paid for the medical care administered today.
Earlier this month, the National Indian Health Board — which represents tribal
governments, including those receiving health care directly from the IHS — conducted a rapid
survey to assess the needs of tribes earlier this month during the US’s coronavirus outbreak. Only
half of the respondents said they had received information from state or federal governments. Less
than a fifth reported receiving resources (money, technical assistance, or supplies) from the state
or federal governments, and only 3 percent reported having diagnostic test kits.
“The federal government keeps putting tribes in touch with their state and local health
authorities, but in some places, they simply are not serving the tribes,” Stacy Bohlen, CEO of the
National Indian Health Board, told Vox. “It’s a mixed result across Indian Country.” When asked
if Indian Country is prepared to fight the pandemic, Bohlen said, “I believe we are not prepared,
our country as a whole is not prepared.”
On March 6, Congress allocated $40 million in coronavirus aid to Indian
Country through the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), which was supposed to
pay for surveillance of the virus, laboratory capacity, infection control, and other initial
preparedness and response activities. Congress also allocated another $64 million in aid directly
to the Indian Health Service last week. On March 20, the US Department of Health and Human
Services, which oversees both the CDC and the IHS, announced it was ready to disperse $80
million in funding from the first two relief packages to tribes, tribal organizations, and Urban
Indian Organizations. However, sources familiar with the IHS said as of March 21, 98 percent of
tribal clinics have not yet received funds from the initial allocation because of the lack of
bureaucratic mechanisms to distribute funds from the CDC.
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Still, tribal health advocates continue to look ahead. For the next round of coronavirus aid,
they’re asking for $1.2 billion for health-related spending in Indian Country. This would
include funding to recruit doctors and nurses, secure medical supplies and protective gear, as well
as increase testing capacity at tribal clinics. Currently, there are no IHS clinics that can run Covid19 lab tests in-house.
Since the health impacts of the virus are exacerbated by a slow federal response, tribal
advocates are asking for funding that allows tribal governments to have the most flexibility to
address the outbreak in their local communities. They also ask that Congress include tribal
governments every time state and local governments are listed in legislation. This often-unintended
exclusion creates massive policy hurdles down the line that could mean life-or-death decisions in
Indian Country when tribes do not have explicit authorization from Congress to take action to
protect their communities.
”History won’t be kind if the federal government forgets about Indian Country during this
crisis,” VaRene Martin, first vice president of NAFOA and citizen of Thlopthlocco Tribal Town,
Muscogee (Creek) Nation, told Vox.
Much as blue-state governors have acted more swiftly and effectively in recent weeks than
the federal government has when it comes to their communities’ public health, the same could be
said for tribal leaders who are taking every step possible to stop the spread of the virus. Of the 574
federally recognized tribes, 53 have declared public health emergencies, 41 have imposed travel
restrictions, and 39 have closed their reservations or issued a stay-at-home notice, according to the
Department of the Interior.
“We took swift action [to declare a state of emergency] as we saw the numbers of
confirmed cases in the state escalate from 5 to 14 to 21,” Melanie Benjamin, chief executive of the
Mille Lacs Band of Ojibwe in Minnesota, told Vox. Tribal governments, just like state and local
governments, become eligible for a large number of federal funds after they officially declare a
state of emergency. “We shut down schools and sent all nonessential employees home. We took
every precaution we could up front,” she said. “My biggest concern is if that virus shows up here.”
The circumstances that make Indian Country so vulnerable to coronavirus
To prevent the spread of Covid-19, CDC guidelines ask individuals to wash their hands
and sanitize all surfaces — both of which require access to clean water. However, according to
the National Institutes of Health, 13 percent of Native American homes lack safe water or
adequate wastewater disposal facilities, compared to the national average of less than 1 percent.
Advocates are asking for $1 billion in assistance for safe water and sanitation systems in Indian
Country, short of the $5 billion the Government Accountability Office says is needed to cover all
tribal areas.
Another factor that makes Native communities vulnerable to the coronavirus is the
overcrowding in tribal housing. Sixteen percent of American Indian and Alaska Native
households in tribal areas are overcrowded, eight times the national average. Many tribal homes
are intergenerational, where grandparents are active in their grandchildrens’ lives, making
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transmission to elderly and at-risk individuals very easy and social distancing more difficult.
“Social distancing is not a cultural value of Native people, but it’s a safety measure that we need
to adopt,” Bohlen of the National Indian Health Board told Vox.
A third factor is health: Those with pre-existing conditions like diabetes and hypertension
have higher death rates from Covid-19 than those without. And American Indians and Alaska
Natives have higher rates of diabetes than any other racial group in America at 16 percent, double
the rate of white Americans at 8 percent. When it comes to high blood pressure, Native people
have 3 percent higher rates compared to non-Hispanic whites. Both of these factors make the
Native American population more at risk for the severe impacts of the coronavirus.
Much like national and global economies, tribal economies have also taken a hit during the
pandemic. The hospitality industry — resorts, golf courses, casinos, and restaurants — is the
largest source of income for tribes and their surrounding rural communities. Native
American food and retail businesses, as well as casinos that normally operate 24 hours a day, have
all closed their doors.
“The hardest decision so far was deciding when to shut down our two casinos,” Benjamin
told Vox. For the Mille Lacs Band and many other tribes, these casinos serve as the economic
engine for the community. The $32.8 billion tribal casino industry provides critical funds for
elder, youth, and health programs, as well as jobs for tribal members. Benjamin worries that “for
some tribes farther North where the population is smaller, this is going to be devastating. Smaller
tribes in more rural regions will be hit first and be hit the hardest economically.”
For many Native people, the coronavirus outbreak is reminiscent of the diseases that swept
across Indian Country in the 1800s and 1900s that killed a majority of their ancestors. An
estimated 90 percent of Native Americans died from disease and warfare when white colonizers
spread across the continent.
Even in times of crisis and uncertainty, though, Native people continue to find strength and
resilience in their culture. To heal a young girl who was close to death during the outbreak of
influenza in 1918, the Anishnaabe created the jingle dress dance. According to the Anishinaabe
story, the young girl’s grandfather, a medicine man, dreamed of a dress made out of jingles that
would create a healing sound when she danced in it. When the girl first put on the dress her
grandfather made, she was too weak to dance. But with her relatives holding her up, she started to
dance on her own, making a rain-like sound, and she eventually recovered from her illness. Since
then, the jingle dress dance has become a popular women’s powwow dance, as well as a traditional
healing and prayer dance. The wooshing sound of the jingles can be heard at gatherings across the
country every summer.
Since the outbreak of Covid-19, hundreds of videos have been shared across social
media of women partaking in the traditional Anishnaabe healing dance and praying for those who
are ill. When asked about the popularity of the videos, Benjamin, whose tribe is of the Anishnaabe
culture, said: “Our resilience is what is going to get us through this.”
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*Maria Givens is an enrolled member of the Coeur d’Alene Tribe (Schitsu’umsh) in northern Idaho
and resides on Cheyenne, Arapaho, and Ute homelands in Boulder, Colorado. She has a master’s
degree in environmental issues from the University of Colorado and has worked for the National
Congress of American Indians and in the US Senate. She is passionate about tribal food
sovereignty
and
shares
pictures
of
Native
food
on
her Instagram:
https://www.instagram.com/nativesoulfood/.
*•o0O0o•*
WINNERS, LOSERS AND $8 BILLION IS NOT ENOUGH
Mark Trahant*
Republished with author's permission from Indian Country Today, April 13, 2020,
https://indiancountrytoday.com/news/winners-losers-and-8-billion-is-not-enoughq49SJBf7Zk2Vs9VkXXxjhQ.
How does the federal government divide billions among 574 tribal nations?
The Trump administration picked winners and losers in Indian Country Monday. Alaska
Native corporations and village corporations will be treated as governments when it comes to
dispersing the $8 billion Tribal Government Relief Fund.
And one loser is the notion of per capita equity because when it comes to a tribal citizen
living on the Navajo Nation or in South Dakota, there will be fewer options. Alaska Native
corporations, including village corporations and regional for-profit companies, will seek the same
money from the legislation in the fund set aside for tribal governments.
“Today, the U.S. Department of the Treasury launched a web portal to allow eligible State,
local, and tribal governments to receive payments to help offset the costs of their response to the
coronavirus pandemic,” reported the Treasury department in a news release. It said that it will fasttrack $71 billion worth of funding to meet “immediate cash flow needs.”
The balance of funds, including the money for tribal governments, will be paid out by April
24. The deadline for applications is fast too, April 17th, under the Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and
Economic Security Act or CARES act.
“Our State, local, and tribal partners across the country are facing unique challenges as
they navigate the economic impact of the coronavirus pandemic,” said Secretary Steven T.
Mnuchin. “As part of our whole-of-government approach, we have moved with unprecedented
speed to get these funds to those who need them a week ahead of schedule.”
Many tribes and tribal organizations objected to the inclusion of Alaska Native
corporations as governments. They said it was improper for Assistant Secretary for Indian Affairs
Tara Sweeney to be involved in the decision-making because she was a vice president for the
Arctic Slope Regional Corporation before taking the Interior Department post. Another senior
official at Interior had been Alaska’s attorney general.
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(Related story: "The COVID-19 hit to Indian Country is nearly $50 billion,"
https://indiancountrytoday.com/news/the-covid-19-hit-to-indian-country-is-nearly-50-billionRvMgaSDP8E-HSb7wIyMRDA, summarized above in Economic Developments).
Twelve regional Alaska Native Corporations and 270 village corporations could be
included in the fund under a plan devised by the departments of the Interior and Treasury. The
corporations have shareholders and are structured as for-profit ventures. There are 574 federally
recognized tribes, including those in Alaska.
“Indian Country became aware that Interior was considering including Alaska Native
corporations the Friday before Easter, and due on Monday, shows how little consultation there
was,” said Jonodev Chaudhuri, Creek Nation, and former chairman of the National Indian Gaming
Commission. He is an attorney with Quarles & Brady LLP. “They are not tribal governments, and
many of their shareholders are also members of federally [recognized] tribes.”
Many Alaska Native corporations typically have contractual relationships with tribal
governments in Alaska, but the corporations themselves are not governments.
And, he added, in some cases, tribal members own shares in multiple corporations and in
other cases non-tribal members are Alaska Native corporate shareholders.
Chaudhuri had worked on Alaska Native issues for the Interior Department in the Obama
administration. He said tribes recognize the importance of Alaska corporations, but “almost by
definition” there is double and triple dipping because tribal members may be shareholders of a
village corporation as well as a regional corporation and will be receiving benefits from this
payout.
The bigger problem Chaudhuri said is that the federal government is stabilizing the
economic activity in Indian Country. The first estimate was about $20 billion, but research
Monday by the Harvard Economic Project on American Indian Economic Development pegged
the costs just under $50 billion.
National Congress of American Indians President Fawn Sharp, Quinault Nation, spoke to
Indian Country Today for its daily newscast. “How do we divide a billion dollars among 574 tribal
nations? That's the first question. The second is, what can those funds be used for? Many of our
tribal nations are facing tremendous economic fallout as a direct result of having to close our
resorts in our casinos.”
Tribes often used those “profits” to fund essential governmental programs, such as health
care, she said. “Everybody recognizes that the legislation up to this point has been a first step” and
that much more will be needed.
“It's basically crumbs off of a table, the need that we have immediately just for some of
our economic losses, we're estimating at this early stage to be about $40 billion,” Sharp said.
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The biggest concern with adding Alaska Native corporation is how much that will shrink
the available pool of dollars. Sharp said it would be better for the corporations to work with tribes
“and engage just as they do without the pandemic … in coordination with tribal governments.”
The Inter-Tribal Council of the Five Civilized Tribes said including Alaska Native
corporations does not match Congress’ intent. The money was supposed to “direct funds to
“entities providing governmental services … not for- profit, state-chartered, individually owned
corporations.”
The council said other provisions of the CARES act would be better suited for Alaska
Native corporations, “funding opportunities for which tribal governments are not eligible.”
The Inter-Tribal Council letter was signed by the elected leaders of the Chickasaw,
Cherokee, Creek, Seminole and Choctaw governments.
Indian Country Today reached out to several Alaska Native corporations and did not get a
response.
*Mark Trahant, Shoshone-Bannock, is editor of Indian Country Today. Follow him on Twitter
- @TrahantReports.
+<::::::x::::::::>+
TRUDEAU GOVERNMENT’S “RECOGNITION & SELF-DETERMINATION”
TABLES
TRUTH BEFORE RECOGNITION CAMPAIGN 2020
Russ Diabo, June 2020
After the reelection of the Trudeau government last fall, its plan continues to be the
implementation of their socalled “Reconciliation Framework” agenda and it seems no First
Nations (except maybe the Wet’suwet’ en Hereditary Chiefs and Clans) were challenging the
Liberal agenda because the Trudeau government has hundreds of self-government and modern
treaty negotiation tables operating a cross Canada and in 2016, the federal government created a
new category of tables called “Recognition and Self-Determination” tables.
As of January 2020, there are over 80 “Recognition Tables”, which represent more than
390 Indigenous communities (First Nations, Metis & Inuit), with a total population of more than
760,000 people. To date, 28 preliminary-type agreements have been signed as a result of
Recognition of Indigenous Rights and Self-Determination discussions. Over $118 million has been
allocated to support Recognition of Indigenous Rights and Self-Determination discussions.
The federal government makes a distinction between nonbinding “discussions” at
“Recognition & Self -Determination Tables” and “ negotiations” of Modern Treaties and SelfGovernment Arrangements.

391

The process for moving forward is advertised as “jointly designed ” by the parties through
co-developed agreements (such as Letters of Understanding, Memoranda of Understanding and
Framework Agreements).
Under the agreed-upon process, the parties then work to find the common ground for
moving ahead in partnership toward a shared and balanced solution for “mutually beneficial
outcomes”.
However, the federal (and provincial) negotiators at these “Recognition Tables” essentially
have a veto over what subject matter gets forwarded from the “Recognition Tables” to the federal
and/or provincial Cabinets as a “ co-developed negotiation mandate”, hence the reference to “
mutually beneficial outcomes”.
These “Recognition Tables” were set up to get Indian Act bands into self- government
negotiations either by sector (education, health, etc.) or comprehensively (local constitution) the
government of Canada even has a website on “Self-Government”.
The 1995 so-called ‘Inherent Right’ to self-government policy unilaterally imposed by then
Prime Minister Jean Chretien, remains the umbrella policy for all negotiations with Canada,
including “land claims”.
While we are self-isolating at home the Trud eau government is taking advantage of the
pandemic and advancing their so-c alled “reconciliation agenda” through virtual “ tables” as part
of implementation of their Crown-Indigenous Relations and Indigenous Services Canada
Departmental Plans for 2020-2021.
<><x:::o:::x><>
CANADA'S COLONIAL WEB ENTRAPS WET'SUWET'EN NATION
Russel Diabo
Republished from "First Nation's Strategic Bulletin," January-May 2020, provided by the author.
The headlines in the media have heralded big changes to come. “Wet'suwet'en agreement
out- lines steps for transferring control of territory to traditional leadership,” reads the CBC. ' For
the Wet'suwet'en nation, formal land rights may be on the horizon,” says Macleans.
Coming on the heels of cross-country protests and blockades against the Coastal GasLink
pipeline, which would pass through Wet’suwet’en territory, the deal negotiated between the
federal and B.C. governments and the Wet’suwet’en hereditary chiefs is being billed by many as
a landmark in recognizing Aboriginal rights and title.
But the memorandum of agreement signed on May 14, 2020, shows that it is anything but.
It is undoubtedly true that negotiations would not have happened were it not for the political
and economic pressure that came from In- digenous and non-Indigenous supporters taking actions
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alongside the Wet’suwet’en to “shut down Canada” during the month of February 2020. I also
really admire the sovereignty and courage exercised by the Wet’suwet’en Hereditary Chiefs and
Clans, who are opposed to any pipeline going through their territory.
But we must be honest about what a close reading of the signed Memorandum of
Understanding shows: the federal government’s colonial web of policies has entrapped the
Wet’suwet’en Nation.
Wet’suwet’en Memorandum of Understanding
After three days of negotiations on March 1, 2020, the federal and provincial Ministers
responsible for Indigenous issues emerged with Wet’suwet’en Hereditary Chief Woos to announce
a tentative agreement had been reached. The three representatives confirmed that the agreement
did not include the CGL pipeline or the RCMP presence in Wet’suwet’en territory.
The details of this agreement were to be kept confidential until the Hereditary Chiefs had
time to consult with their Clans about whether to accept the agreement or not.
Unfortunately for the Wet’suwet’en Hereditary Chiefs, the COVID-19 pandemic hit B.C.
and Canada cutting the internal discussions about the agreement short as gatherings of more than
50 people were prohibited by B.C. health authorities and social isolation at home was imposed by
the federal and provincial governments.
I had hopes that, because the Wet’suwet’en are a traditional government recognized by the
Supreme Court of Canada in their 1997 Delgamuukw-Gisdayway decision, their legal situation
might push the federal and B.C. governments beyond their one sided, unfair land claims and selfgovernment policies.
However, looking at the Wet’suwet’en MOU it seems to me that the federal and B.C.
governments have not allowed the Wet’suwet’en Nation to escape he same racist, colonial policy
framework that other First Nations across Canada are facing.
In early May, a top bureaucrat of the Canadian government indicated as much. During a
Parliamentary Committee session, Conservative M.P. Jamie Schmale asked Deputy Minister
Daniel Watson from the Crown- Indigenous Relations Department if the federal government was
moving forward with the MOU in the face of concerns from Indian Act Chiefs who said that
because of the pandemic there hasn’t been “full and informed engagement on the document” within
the Wet’suwet’en Nation.
Mr. Watson responded that:
“The process of engaging [Indigenous groups] is one that we have been involved with in
many other negotiations across the country. It will be very similar. The standards that have been
set by the courts and the expectations for everybody around the durability of those agreements rely
exactly on what you're pointing out. I can assure you that will happen over time and that the
393

implementation and conversations about any substantive issues will very much require the full
con- sent of the nation.”
The “other negotiations across the country” Mr. Watson is referring to are the federal
negotiations to define Aboriginal and Treaty rights occurring at various Comprehensive Land
Claims, Self-Government and “Recognition” Tables. The newest category of these tables
are what the Trudeau government calls “Recognition and Self-Determination” tables.
As of January, there are more than 80 ongoing negotiations involving some 390 First
Nations, Métis and Inuit communities with a total population of more than 760,000 people.
The signal the federal Deputy Minister of Crown-Indigenous Relations sent to the
Parliamentary Committee was that the Wet’suwet’en MOU will be subject to the same policy
framework for negotiations, as all other Indigenous (First Nations, Metis Inuit) groups are facing
across the country.
The federal policy framework mainly consists of the 10 Principles for Indigenous
Relations, the so-called ‘Inherent Right’ policy, the Comprehensive Land Claims policy, which in
B.C. is implemented through the B.C. Treaty Negotiations policy, the federal version of the UN
Dec- laration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples and the B.C. Bill 41 UNDRIP Implementation
Law. When First Nations accept the outcome of that policy framework, they will end up as ethnic
municipalities, with their reserve lands converted into private property and their rights to the overwhelming bulk of their traditional territories extinguished in perpetuity.
So while in the MOU, Canada and BC recognize that “Wet’suwet’en rights and title are
held by Wet’suwet’en houses under their system of governance…throughout the Yintah” and
“Canada and BC recognize Wet’suwet’en commit to the negotiations…[and] BC commits to
engage in those negotiations consistent with the Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples
Act.”
The language of the MOU shows that while the Crown governments (Canada & B.C.) on
the one hand commit to negotiations for “Legal recog- nition that the Wet’suwet’en Houses are
the indigenous governing body holding the Wet’suwet’en aboriginal rights and title in accordance
with our Innc Nuaden” and “Legal recognition of Wet’suwet’en title as a legal interest in land by
Canada and BC”.
On the other hand the MOU provides that “There will be no impact on existing rights and
interests pertaining to land until jurisdiction is transferred to the Wet’suwet’en”.
This is where the other limiting conditions in the MOU kick in:
"Jurisdiction that flows from Wet’suwet’en aboriginal rights and title will be transferred to
Wet’suwet’en over time based on an agreed upon timetable
In some cases the jurisdiction that is transferred to the Wet’suwet’en will be exclusive and
in some cases it will be shared with Canada or BC
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Title will be implemented and jurisdiction (exclusive or shared) will be transferred once
specifics on how aboriginal and crown ti tles interface have been addressed – this includes the
following
transparency, accountability, and administrative fairness mechanisms including clear
process and remedies to address grievanc- es of any person, pertaining to all areas of shared and
exclusive jurisdiction
clarity on the Wet’suwet’en governance structures, systems, and laws that will be ratified
by the Wet’suwet’en and will be used to implement their title to the extended required to
understand the interface between the Crown and the Wet’suwet’en jurisdiction."
The MOU ends by stating “This agreement is to [be] ratified by Canada, BC and the
Wet’suwet’en under their respective systems of governance.”
It seems to me that the text of the MOU indicates that the federal and B.C. governments
are interpreting the Delgamuukw-Gisdayway and Tsilhqot’in decisions vis-à-vis the Wet’suwet’en
Nation as only pos- sessing “potential” not “established” Aboriginal title, since the use of the term
“will be transferred to Wet’suwet’en” in the MOU is an indicator that the Crown governments will
take a narrow legal position in the negotiations. They will stake out the position that the
Wet’suwet’en still haven’t proved they have Aboriginal Title according to Canadian law and the
fed- eral and B.C. governments will decide in the negotiations what Wet’suwet’en title and rights
will be “recognized” in any final agreement.
Negotiating what is “exclusive” versus what is “shared” in the list of MOU subject matters
will likely be difficult, not to mention “specifics on how ab- original and crown titles interface”.
The only “recognition” of Aboriginal title in Canada is the grant of Aboriginal title by the
Supreme Court of Canada in the 2014 Tsilhqot’in decision and that was only for part of the
Tsilhqot’in Nation Territory. Even then some of the more dangerous aspects of the Tsilhqot’in
decision are:
The SCC ruled that based upon the assertion of European sover eignty the Crown has
“Radical or underlying title”, thus keeping the racist Doctrine of Discovery alive in Canada;
“The claimant group bears the onus of establishing Aboriginal title”;
“Governments can infringe Aboriginal rights conferred by Aborigin al title”;
“As a general proposition, provincial governments have the power to regulate land use
within the province. This applies to all lands, whether held by the Crown, by private owners, or by
the holders of Aboriginal title.” (emphasis added)
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“Provincial regulation of general application will apply to exercise es of Aboriginal rights,
including Aboriginal title land, subject to the s. 35 infringement and justification framework.”
(emphasis add ed)
In addition to the threatening aspects of the Tsilhqot’in decision noted above, there is
nothing in the SCC decision that addresses the jurisdiction or laws of the Tsilhqot’in, which means
the pre-existing sovereignty or self-government of the Tsilhqot’in wasn’t addressed in the case. In
other words, the court did not rule on whether or not the federal government’s Aboriginal selfgovernment policy is constitutional or not.
Despite all of this, I wish the Wet’suwet’en Hereditary Chiefs and Clans success in getting
consensus and building unity within their Nation, be- cause in light of the racist, colonial policy
and law they are still facing, their struggle for justice remains an elusive target!
In the end, the federal and B.C. governments each hold an effective veto in the negotiation
process, right up to the requirement for ratification in Canada’s Parliament and B.C.’s Legislature.
It will likely take a broad political movement across Canada, even bigger than we have
seen so far, to change the racist, colonial policy and legislislative system in Canada. But so far the
trend seems to be for the majority of band councils accepting, not resisting, to enter into Canada’s
Federation at the bottom as 4th level ethnic governments. [NOTE: An earlier version of this article
was published by Indian Country Today].
<><>{X}<><>
CANADIAN GOVERNMENT GOAL FOR NEW ARRANGEMENT WITH FIRST
NATIONS
provided by Russell Diabo
“Indicator - Number of communities where Treaties, Self-Government, and other Constructive
Arrangements have been concluded”
“Date to achieve target - March 2021”
“Target - At least 197”
“Methodology”
“Baseline: 157 (2019) Indigenous communities (population: 331,592). 98 First Nations, 52 Inuit
communities, and 7 Metis Organizations. 156,444 First Nation population, 51,645 Inuit
population, and 123,503 Metis population.”
“Rationale: This indicator measures the number of Indigenous communities where treaties, selfgovernment agreements, and other constructive arrangements have been concluded. It also
demonstrates that collaboration and cooperation with Indigenous peoples are being strengthened.
The conclusion of treaties, self-government agreements and other constructive arrangements is the
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highest measure of self-determination, the recognition of Indigenous rights and a strong step
towards advancing reconciliation. Target number of communities where treaties, self-government
agreements and recognition of indigenous rights and self-determination agreements that have been
concluded is determined through consultation with TAG negotiation branches to identify
agreements that are projected to be concluded in the upcoming fiscal year.”
“This indicator includes modern treaties, self-government tables and other constructive
arrangements (including recognition of Indigenous rights and self-determination agreements since
2015). It excludes specific claims (including those over $150M), pre-1975 (historic) treaties and
other historical grievances settlements like out-of-court- and special claims. For the purposes of
this indicator, the number of Indigenous communities is defined as including recognized First
Nations, Inuit communities, and Metis organizations. Program will include the total number of
concluded agreements in the narrative.”
“Gender-based: N/A Distinction-based: Available for First Nations, Inuit, Métis and overall
Indigenous.”
SOURCE: Treasury Board Secretariat
https://www.tbs-sct.gc.ca/ems-sgd/edb-bdd/index-eng.html?fbclid=IwAR3Ffsp7T_mp3T7oZ7yeIu8uCNJZdzVEEe0dVVNRFkVJTK4XTlFLmRPRCY#orgs/program/INACBWM02/infograph/results
{¡¡¡}
ADDRESSING CONFLICT WITH THE CROWN
A FIRST NATION POLICY PERSPECTIVE
Russell Diabo
Prepared for the Indigenous Bar Association’s 20th Annual Fall Conference October 23-25, 2008,
Toronto, Ontario.
Trudeau & Chrétien Legacy
s. 37 FMC’s on Aboriginal Matters
S. 35 was only included in constitution due to pressure from Aboriginal groups
along with publicsupport.
S. 35 was re-introduced into draft constitution with the word “existing” added to the clause
at the insistence of Western Premiers. The intent was to limit or restrict future
interpretations of theclause.
S. 37 provided for a First Ministers’ Constitutional Conference on Aboriginal Matters
within 1 year of the constitution coming into force.
S.37 provided that the purpose of the FMC was to “identification and definition” of what
397

rights would be included in the constitution.
FMC 1983 was held in the spring with representatives of the four National Aboriginal
Organizations (AFN, ITC, NCC, MNC).
FMC 1983 agreed on a constitutional amendment that provided for further FMC’s on
Aboriginal Matters, which were held in 1984, 1985 and1987.
The amended s. 37 process changed from explicitly identifying and defining what
rights would be included in the constitution to merely having “agenda matters that
directly affect the aboriginal peoples of Canada”.
Despite having a number of agenda items, the amended s. 37 process focused on whether
the right to self-government was an inherent right vs. a contingent right, subject to Crown
agreement.
The FMC’s ended in 1987 without any agreement between the NAO’s and
First Minister’s.

Chronology of s. 35 Containment
1990 SCC Sparrow decision sets out justificationframework for assessing assertion of s.
35rights.
1992 Charlottetown Accord rejected by referendum.
1995 federal government unilaterally issues an“Aboriginal Self-Government “ policy
that sets out the scope and content of negotiating delegated self-government, although
the government refers to the policy as an “Inherent Right Policy”.
1996 SCC Van der Peet decision narrows definition of Aboriginal rights "... to constitute
an ancestral right, an activity must be an element of a custom, practice or tradition
forming an integral part of a distinct culture of the Aboriginal group which claims the
right in question”
1996 Final Report & Recommendation of the Royal Commission on Aboriginal Peoples
(RCAP) is released and subsequently ignored and shelved by the federal government.
1997 federal government tries to pass Indian Act Optional Modification Act, it dies
when election is called.
1997 SCC Delgamuukw decision sets out legal principles and test for Aboriginal Title.
Canada ignores the ruling and maintains CCP.
2000-2003 Canada tries to pass First Nations Governance Act over widespread
opposition, Bill dies with prorogation of Parliament.
2003 Canada proclaims the SpecificClaims Resolution Act.
2004 SCC Haida/Taku decisions on Crown’s duty to consult and duty to
accommodate on assertion of Aboriginal Rights.
2005 SCC Mikisew decision adds Treaty Rights to Crown duty to
consult/accommodate.
Other recently passed federal legislation affectingFirst Nations involves a number of areas,
including commercial and industrial development on reserve, land management, oil and
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gas and moneys management, taxation and financial and statistical management.
Since the adoption of s. 35, the Crown has tried to take advantage of the legal and political
uncertainty of the scope and content of Aboriginal & Treaty rights by obtaining
concessions throughagreements.
Through arbitrary self-government and land claims policies the federal Crown has
developedself-serving negotiation positions, which are offered to First Nations as a
“take it or leave it” proposition.
In negotiations the Crown governments routinely take advantage of the poverty and tied
funding of First Nations knowing the cost of launching and sustaining litigation asserting,
proving & defending s. 35 Rightsis beyond the ability of most FirstNations.
Reconciliation = Surrender
The SCC has in numerous cases referred to reconciliation as the basic purpose of
section 35, including the following statements:
“S.35(1) provides the constitutional framework through which Aboriginal peoples who
lived on the land in distinctive societies with their own practices, traditions and culture
are acknowledged and reconciled with the sovereignty of the Crown.” (Van der Peet); and,
“Treaties serve to reconcile pre-existing Aboriginal sovereignty with assumed Crown
sovereignty, and to define Aboriginal rights guaranteed by s.35 of the Constitution Act,
1982. Section 35 represents a promise of rights recognition.
... This promise is realized and sovereignty claims reconciled
through the process of honourable negotiation.” (Haida);
RCAP Recommendation 1.16.2
The SCC while noting the RCAP report in some instances fails to address the RCAP
recommendation regarding the assertion of Crownsovereignty:
[that the] Federal, provincial and territorial governments further the
process of renewalby
(a) acknowledging that concepts such as terra nullius and the doctrine of discovery are
factually, legally and morally wrong;
(b) declaring that such concepts no longer form part of law making or policy development
by Canadian governments;
(c) declaring that such concepts will not be the basis of arguments presented to thecourts;
(d) committing themselves to renewal of the federation through consensual means to
overcome the historical legacy of these concepts, which are impediments to Aboriginal
people assuming their rightful place in the Canadian federation;and
(e) including a declaration to these ends in the new Royal Proclamation and its
companionlegislation.
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Courts are Part of the Crown
While the SCC decisions have been more generous in their interpretation of the scope
and content s. 35 rights than Crown governments, the evidentiary requirements to meet
the legal tests and the court costs are largely prohibitive for most First Nations.
Despite the s.35 “recognition and affirmation” of Aboriginal and Treaty rights in the
constitution, the legislative and policy trend of the federal government since 1982 has
been to deny the inherent right to self- government in favour of delegated authority to
bands.
Reconciliation = Surrender
In comprehensive claims agreements the Crown governments seek assimilation of
First Nations and extinguishment of Aboriginal Title and exchange of Aboriginal
rights for more limited “Treaty”rights.
In comprehensive claims agreements the Crown seeks a “non-assertion of rights”
clause.
In specific claims agreements the Crown refuses to return land offering only cash as
settlement. This has been rejected by Six Nations, Tyendinaga & Kahnawake.
First Nations-Crown Conflicts
First Nations have had a variety of responses to Crown avoidance and denial of s. 35
Aboriginal/TreatyRights.
There are the high profile conflicts between First Nation peoples and the Crown
governments. Some of these are Lubicon Lake, Oka, Ipperwash, Gustafson Lake,
Barriere Lake, Burnt Church, Grassy Narrows, Caledonia, and more recently KI (Big
Trout Lake)and the Ardoch Non-StatusAlgonquins.
The last two examples saw the leadership going to jail for ignoring injunctions against
them.
Rules of Engagement
When First Nations assert they have rights beyond what Crown governments are
prepared to negotiate within policy frameworks, the police or military force has been
used to impose the Crown government’s interpretation of the limit of s. 35rights.
So as we have seen the assertion of First Nation rights can lead to criminal charges and
convictions and not just civil proceedings.
Many First Nations, particularly grassroots people, do not understand the complexities
of Canada’s Aboriginal constitutional law.
The SCC decisions in Haida/Taku/Mikisew have now set out the legal principles and
guidelines for the duty to consult & if necessary accommodate First Nations when an
activity or project may potentially affect First Nation rights/interests in traditional
territory.
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The SCC has placed the “burden of proof” on First Nations who assert s. 35
rights.
Most First Nations have not had the financial support to professionally document and
substantiate their historic and contemporary connection to their lands to meet the legal
standards ofproof.
Some provincial governments like Quebec and Ontario have issued
post-Haida interim consultation/accommodation

guidelines.

The federal government has issued post-Haida internal consultation
guidelines to their officials, attempting to limit their responsibility to federal
projects oractivities.
First Nations are still not properly funded to prepare for consultations or accommodation
negotiations with Crown governments or ThirdParties.
Capacity Building
First Nation (bands) need funding to organize internally to manage
consultation requests from Crown governments and/or ThirdParties.
First Nations need in-house or outside consultants to provide independent
technical/scientific advice on natural resource management/regional planning issues.
First Nations need to develop modern methods of keeping track of
consultations ie. Developing a database to track the status of consultations.
Information Management
community knowledge
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Conclusion
To reduce the threat of First Nations-Crown conflicts over natural resource developments/regional
planning on Aboriginal Title/Treaty Territories, First Nations need support for capacity building and
information management/interpretation.
Crown governments need to revise policies and laws to be consistent with the SCC legal principles and
guidelines set out in recent case law, including Delgamuukw and Haida/Taku/Mikisew. Third Parties with
an interest should be part of the process.
The conditions for “reconciliation” between First Nations and the Crown won’t be in
place until the federal self-government and land claims policies are revised to be
consistent with thelaw.
Canada’s domestic policy and law should be measured against the international standards set
out in the U.N. Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples and the gaps identified and
reported to the relevant U.N. bodies and agencies.
°(O0o0O)°
APPROACH FOR DEALING WITH SECTION 35 RIGHTS - MINISTERIAL
RECOMMENDATIONS- NOVEMBER 24, 2000
Russell Diabo
This is a federal Cabinet document from when Jean Chretien was Prime Minister and Robert
Nault was his Minister of Indian Affairs. Matthew Coon-Come was AFN National Chief at the time
and the National Chief had Paul Joffe, a lawyer, do a Preliminary Assessment of the “NonAssertion/Fall-Back Release Technique”. (Also attached)
This federal Cabinet document was obtained though non-official means after the AFN
Delgamuukw Strategic Implementation Committee (DISC) was ended by National Chief Coon Come
earlier in 2000. The AFN DISC had a Chiefs-in-Assembly mandate to 1) Convince the federal
government establish an expert’s committee to conduct a review of the federal Comprehensive Land
Claims Policy with the SCC 1997 Delgamuukw decision to identify gaps between the policy and law;
or if the federal government refused to set up an expert’s committee then AFN DISC was mandated to
2) seek a judicial review of the Minister Nault’s decision not to review the Comprehensive Land Claims
Policy in light of the Delgamuukw decision.
In the end, the federal Cabinet approved the “Non-Assertion/Fall-Back Release Technique”, which
appears to still be in use today.
“With respect to land-based rights, I am asking Ministers to approve a new certainty and finality
technique for use in the Dogrib Agreement and for use in other comprehensive land claim
Agreements. The new technique would require the Aboriginal group to commit to not exercising
or asserting any land-based rights, other than those set out in the Agreement. This contrasts
with the surrender technique which requires the Aboriginal group to release, up-front, any landbased rights that are not set out in the Agreement. If the non-assertion commitment is not enforceable
or its purpose is not achieved for a particular right, the Aboriginal group would provide, as a fall-back,
403

a release of that land-based right. In addition, the technique would require a release for any past
infringements of land-based rights.”
“With respect to land-based rights, DOJ has advised that this new technique represents a responsible
alternative approach to achieving substantially the same certainty and finality as either the
modification/release technique approved for the Nisga'a Agreement or the up-front surrender
provided by other land claim agreements. The new technique is acceptable to the Dogrib and the
Government of the Northwest Territories. I also believe that it may be an acceptable technique for
other Aboriginal groups.”

APPROACH FOR DEALING WITH SECTION 35 RIGHTS
MINISTERIAL RECOMMENDATIONS- NOVEMBER 24, 2000
ISSUES

Whether to approve a new technique for achieving certainty and finality for section 35
rights related to land and other natural resources in the Dogrib Comprehensive Land
Claim and Self-Government Agreement ("Dogrib Agreement") and to approve
principles for achieving predictability for the exercise of other section 35 rights in the
Dogrib Agreement and in other treaties addressing self-government.
RECOMMENDATIONS

It is recommended that:
1.

the Minister of, Indian Affairs and Northern Development (IAND) be authorized:
(a) in consultation with the Department of Justice (DOJ), to use in the Dogrib Agreement, the
new technique set out in Part 1 of Annex A for achieving certainty and finality with respect
to section 35 rights related to land and other natural resources ("land-based rights")
(b) in consultation with DOJ, to use that technique for land-based rights in other
comprehensive land claim agreements as an alternative to the surrender technique or the
modification/release technique of the Nisga'a Agreement; and
(c) to continue consultation with Aboriginal groups on other alternatives to the surrender technique
for achieving substantially the same certainty and finality for land-based rights;

2.

the principles set out in Annex B be approved as basic requirements for achieving certainty
and finality for land based rights and predictability for other section 35 rights in treaties
through which self-government rights are to be constitutionally, protected and specific
techniques for applying those principles be developed in consultation with DOJ; and

3.

the Minister of IAND be authorized to use in the Dogrib Agreement the technique set out in
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Part 2 of Annex A, which is based on the principles set out in Annex B, for achieving
predictability for section 35 rights that are not land-based rights.
4.

the Communications Plan set out in Annex C be approved.

This proposal will not require additional resources from government
reserves nor any reallocation from within the A-bases of affected
departments.
RATIONALE
5. In December 1999, Cabinet approved the Dogrib Agreement-in-Principle (AIP) and a mandate
to conclude the Dogrib Agreement (RD 4-0283-99RD (01)). At that time Cabinet also instructed
me to make recommendations on techniques for achieving certainty and finality with respect to any
Aboriginal rights of the Dogrib and other Aboriginal groups other than by way of the surrender
technique which is the approach currently authorized under the Comprehensive Claims policy.
6. The Dogrib Agreement is both a land claim agreement and a self-government agreement. In
addressing the issue of certainty for that Agreement, I have found it necessary to distinguish between
land-based rights and rights that are not land-based.
7. With respect to land-based rights, I am asking Ministers to approve a new certainty and finality
technique for use in the Dogrib Agreement and for use in other comprehensive land claim Agreements.
The new technique would require the Aboriginal group to commit to not exercising or asserting any
land-based rights, other than those set out in the Agreement. This contrasts with the surrender
technique which requires the Aboriginal group to release, up-front, any land-based rights that are not
set out in the Agreement. If the non-assertion commitment is not enforceable or its purpose is not
achieved for a particular right, the Aboriginal group would provide, as a fall-back, a release of that
land-based right. In addition, the technique would require a release for any past infringements of landbased rights.
8. With respect to land-based rights, DOJ has advised that this new technique represents a responsible
alternative approach to achieving substantially the same certainty and finality as either the
modification/release technique approved for the Nisga'a Agreement or the up-front surrender provided
by other land claim agreements. The new technique is acceptable to the Dogrib and the Government of
the Northwest Territories. I also believe that it may be an acceptable technique for other Aboriginal
groups.
9. I am recommending that, on the basis of the authority obtained in 1998, I continue consultation with
Aboriginal groups across the country about this and other alternatives to the surrender technique since I
am not satisfied the techniques we have identified so far are the only acceptable alternatives. In
conducting these consultations it will be important to affirm that we are seeking substantially the same
certainty and finality for land-based rights as we achieve through surrender.
10. With respect to rights which are not land-based, the inherent right policy is silent on whether or not
land claim techniques for achieving certainty and finality would be required as a condition for entering
self-government treaties.
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11. In recognizing the inherent right of self-government as an existing Aboriginal right within section
35 of the Constitution Act, 1982, Canada sought to establish a process to manage the jurisdictional
"uncertainty' that could arise from unilateral exercise of the inherent right and to avoid confrontation in
the courts over the nature, scope and content of the right. The inherent right policy was designed to
create a process that was attractive to Aboriginal groups and provinces for negotiation of practical and
workable arrangements for implementation of the inherent right and exercise of self-government within
the Canadian constitutional framework. A central focus of the policy approach is the establishment of
clarity, harmony and predictability regarding the relationship among Aboriginal, federal and
provincial/territorial laws.
12. Unlike the comprehensive claims policy which contemplates a one-time full and final settlement for
land-based rights, the inherent right policy was designed to be flexible to accommodate the growth and
evolution of self-government arrangements and intergovernmental relations. Self-government
agreements can deal with a single jurisdiction or a broad range of jurisdictions. Many agreements
currently under negotiation will be implemented through legislated arrangements that are not intended
to be treaties. However, a major feature of the inherent right policy is the option to include selfgovernment arrangements in treaties, thereby assuring the Aboriginal party that the rights agreed to
will be protected under section 35 of the Constitution Act, 1982 from unjustified infringement by
government.
13. The inclusion of self-government arrangements in treaties raises concerns regarding the
appropriate relationship between the section 35 rights set out in the treaty and any section 35 rights
which remain outside the treaty. In particular, because some self-government rights not set out in the
treaty could be land-based rights, there is a concern that assertion of those rights by the Aboriginal
party could prejudice the certainty and finality we seek to achieve for land and other natural
resources. In addition, there is a concern that the Aboriginal party could exercise an Aboriginal right
outside the treaty in a manner conflicting with the treaty arrangements. There are fundamentally
two options for addressing these concerns. One is to deal with all section 35 rights in a uniform way;
the other is to distinguish between section 35 land-based rights and other section 35 rights.
14. The "uniform approach" would require that self-government treaties secure certainty and finality
for section 35 rights which are not land-based, using the same legal techniques which are used to
achieve certainty and finality for land-based rights. This "uniform" approach was adopted in the
Nisga'a land claim and self-government treaty. In that instance, British Columbia insisted on a full and
final settlement of all Aboriginal rights and the Nisga'a did not wish to distinguish between land-based
rights and other Aboriginal rights. Such an approach minimizes legal risks for the Crown by securing
finality for all self-government rights not included in the treaty and a release of any claims for past
infringement of such rights. Such an approach is clearly an acceptable approach for Canada where all
parties agree.
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15. However, the uniform approach is not a viable approach with most Aboriginal groups across the
country, particularly in areas of Canada where there are existing land claim agreements or historic land
cession treaties, and any federal policy decision to now require adoption of a uniform approach in all
self-government treaties would be condemned by most Aboriginal groups as a fundamental reversal of
the inherent right policy and a betrayal of the undertaking to provide treaty status to self-government
arrangements. While non-treaty arrangements would remain possible without a release of the inherent
right, the whole policy approach would fall suspect as a process aimed at “extinguishment” rather than
“implementing” the inherent right. In response many groups would renounce negotiations in favour of
unilateral exercise of the inherent right. This would result in the jurisdictional uncertainty and
confrontation, including by litigation, that the inherent right policy was designed to avoid. Finality can
be justified as a requirement for the development of land and other natural resources. However,
development of natural resources will not be affected by failure to achieve finality for other rights.
16. The uniform approach is also problematic because it would require the Aboriginal party to provide
a release for any claim for past infringement of the inherent right (an example of such a claim might be
that the prohibition on the use of Aboriginal language in residential schools infringed Aboriginal rights
to educate children, resulting in cultural loss and damages). However, the courts have not yet ruled on
such claims and no criteria exist for acceptance or compensation. In Gathering Strength, Canada
provided an apology to Aboriginal people for the impact of past social policies, but chose not to
establish a policy or process to compensate for such claims. Unlike comprehensive claim settlements
which include significant cash compensation, self-government negotiation mandates and stand-alone
self-government treaties include no such benefits for the Aboriginal party. Seeking a release of past
infringement claims would turn self-government negotiations into a grievance resolution process,
requiring a new policy, financial resources and process for the acceptance and negotiated resolution of
such claims. The chance of success for such negotiations is questionable.
17. An alternative to the uniform approach is one which distinguishes between the treatment of landbased rights and rights that are not land-based. The principles of this approach are set out in Annex B
an are designed to ensure that certainty and finality are achieved for all land-based rights in accordance
with the comprehensive land claims policy. With respect to other rights, the principles are designed to
ensure stability for jurisdictional arrangements in the treaty and to reduce the frequency of litigation
over rights outside the treaty, consistent with the intent of the inherent policy. The specific
techniques for applying these principles will need to be developed, with assistance from DOJ, taking
into account the different types of self-government treaties being negotiated and their link to existing
treaties and land claim agreements. Annex A illustrates how the principles would be applied in the
Dogrib Agreement.
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18. Without requiring the Aboriginal party to release to Canada their inherent right of self-government,
the approach set out in Annex B provides mutual security for on-going government relationships with
Aboriginal groups. The Aboriginal party receives the security of section 35 protection for the selfgovernment rights set out in the treaty. In return, government receives the security that the Aboriginal
party can no longer assert or exercise any Aboriginal right without first going through an orderly
process to amend the treaty or to prove the scope and content of the right in court. This process would
use the court in a relatively non-confrontational manner, to achieve the common objective of clarity for
these rights before they are exercised, rather than as a forum to resolve allegations of wrong-doing. No
Aboriginal right could be exercised in a manner that conflicts with the treaty. Government will know in
advance what section 35 rights it must respect and so will be able to avoid infringing them.
19. With the approach taken in Annex B, there are some residual legal risks. There is a risk that the
courts will affirm the existence of Aboriginal rights other, than those rights and jurisdictions that
Canada is currently prepared to negotiate and include in a self-government treaty. There is some risk
that the future exercise of some rights which are outside the treaty and which are not land-based could
adversely impact on the certainty obtained for land-based rights, but DOJ advises that this risk may be
minimized with suitable language. In any event, this latter risk is one Canada faces in all historic
numbered treaties and all land claim agreements (except Nisga'a) since those treaties
and
agreements only achieved certainty and finality for land-based rights.
20. Distinguishing between the certainty and finality requirements for land-based rights and
jurisdictional predictability required for other rights provides a sound, interest-based approach for
future treaty negotiations which achieves the different objectives of the inherent right policy and the
comprehensive land claims policy. I am therefore recommending that the principles set out in Annex B
be approved as basic requirements to be met when negotiating treaties which include section 35 rights
to self-government. With respect to the Dogrib claim, I am recommending that the techniques in Annex
A be affirmed to enable Canada to conclude an agreement providing necessary certainty for resource
development, including diamond mining and hydro electric projects in that portion of the Northwest
Territories.
21. Failure to accept these recommendations will likely result in a collapse of the Dogrib negotiations.
In addition, any federal proposal to apply the "uniform" approach for self-government rights that are
not land-based would likely touch off a nation-wide confrontation with Aboriginal groups over the
goals of the inherent right policy. It would be perceived by Aboriginal parties as an attempt to retrofit
the inherent right policy with extinguishment approaches which have been repeatedly condemned in
land claims negotiation. The inherent right policy sought to de-emphasize the focus on rights in favour
of developing, practical governance arrangements that would improve conditions in Aboriginal
communities and provide a framework for new intergovernmental relationships.
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Requiring a release of the inherent right and claims for past infringements would shift the
balance of the policy from a forward-looking focus on workable self-governance
arrangements to a regressive rights-based approach focused on full and final settlement of
rights and compensation for alleged past infringements.
CONSULTATIONS AND PERSPECTIVES
22. There has been no consultation with the public or Aboriginal groups on the recommended
principles for negotiating self-government treaties. As the principles are consistent with existing policy
statements, it is preferable to address their application at specific tables. The Dogrib Council has been
consulted regarding the principal components of the techniques in Annex A and is prepared to finalize
the Dogrib Agreement on that basis.
FEDERAL/TERRITORIAL/PROVINCIAL CONSIDERATIONS
23. The GNWT will be a party to the Dogrib Agreement and is supportive of the principal components
of the new technique set out in Annex A for the Dogrib claim.
24. Other provincial and territorial governments have not been canvassed for their views on the new
certainty technique for land-based rights or the basic requirements for self-government treaties. It is
anticipated that British Columbia and Newfoundland may prefer the uniform approach. Other
provinces and Yukon wish to preserve the certainty achieved in existing land claim agreements but
have not advocated release or surrender of self-government rights. Any potential criticisms in B.C. of
these alternative approaches can be managed in the context of the on-going initiatives in B.C. on
alternatives to surrender.
DEPARTMENTAL POSITIONS
25. The FSC approved the new technique on December

, 2000

PROBLEMS AND STRATEGIES
26. Problem: The lack of consistency in techniques for land claim Agreements may
cause confusion and raise concerns about the effectiveness of the techniques.
27. Strategy: It would be noted that "one size doesn't fit all" and that as long as each treaty meets the
interests of Canada, Aboriginal groups, the province or territory, third parties and other members of the
public, various techniques should be considered.

Minister
of
Indian
Affairs
and
Northern
Development
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COMMUNICATIONS OVERVIEW
(Plan, see page ?)
1. COMMUNICATIONS GOALS
Note: There would not be an announcement of the Cabinet decision. The information on the
"Dogrib technique" would become public as part of the news release and backgrounder to be
issued when the Dogrib Agreement is finalized.

_ To demonstrate the federal government's commitment to the resolution of land
claims and the negotiation of self-government agreements.
2. LINKS TO FEDERAL GOVERNMENT MESSAGES AND CAMPAIGNS

_ Demonstrates Canada's dedication to continue negotiating settlements with
Aboriginal people on the basis of its inherent right and comprehensive land claim
policies. It builds on the federal government's initiative, "Gathering Strength:
Canada's Aboriginal Action Plan".
3. KEY MESSAGES

_ In approving the "Dogrib technique" Canada is achieving the objectives of its
inherent right and comprehensive Iand claim policies.
_ The Dogrib Agreement will provide
- certainty and finality about the use and ownership of land or other resources,
consistent with the intent of the comprehensive claims policy; and
- a high level of jurisdictional predictability regarding the self-government rights
of the Dogrib, consistent with the intent of the inherent right policy.
4. TARGET AUDIENCES AND REACTIONS

Media--daily, business, weekly and Aboriginal: NWT residents are generally
supportive of land claims. It is likely they will welcome the new certainty technique for
land-based rights and predictability for other rights. It is unlikely the NWT media will
have enough background to do their own analysis of the certainty and predictability
provisions. It is more likely that they will depend on the reactions of stakeholders
including the Dogrib, other Aboriginal groups and the business and resource sectors.
Business and Resource Sectors: Business and resource sectors have repeatedly
indicated the need for a stable resource environment for exploration and
development and thus will support the new technique for land-based rights.
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First Nations in the Northwest Territories: First Nations continue to state that the
conclusion of land claims in the NWT is their number one priority. They will likely
welcome the new certainty technique because it is an alternative to the muchcriticized surrender technique.
5. KEY COMMUNICATIONS ELEMENTS
· The progress of Dogrib negotiations has a high regional, but modest national

profile. Since the certainty and predictability provisions will be part of the Dogrib
Agreement, those issues will be addressed as part of overall communications
activities when the Dogrib Agreement is made public.
· Key Messages and Questions and Answers would be developed in case inquiries are made in the
interim.
6. REGIONAL/TERRITORIAL/PROVINCIAL ISSUES

_ Cooperative efforts by the Dogrib and the GNWT will lead to greater harmonization
and be an example for other Aboriginal groups.
_ A Dogrib Agreement would establish a template for other NWT outstanding
land claims.
_ Any criticism in B.C. of alternative approaches can be managed in the context of ongoing initiatives in B.C. on alternatives to surrender.
7. BUDGET

_ No communications funds required at this time.
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ANALYSIS
1. Decisions are required concerning the approval of the following: the use in the Dogrib
Agreement and in other treaties of provisions based on a non-assertion/fall-back release technique
("new technique") for achieving certainty and finality with respect to section 35 rights related to
land and other natural resources ("land-based rights"); continuation of consultation with Aboriginal
groups on other alternatives to the surrender technique for land- based rights; basic requirements for
achieving predictability for section 35 rights that are not land-based in treaties through which selfgovernment rights are to be constitutionally protected; and the Communications Plan.
BACKGROUND
2. In this analysis, "land-based" means, in relation to a section 35 right, related to or affecting land or
another natural resource; and "section 35 right" means an Aboriginal or treaty right of an Aboriginal
group protected by section 35 of the Constitution Act, 1982.
3. In April 1997, the negotiation of a comprehensive land claim and self-government agreement412

in-principle (AIP) among the Dogrib First Nation, as represented by the Dogrib Treaty 11 Council
("Dogrib Council"), the Government of the Northwest Territories ("GNVVT") and the Government of
Canada ("Canada") was authorized.
4. In December 1999, the Dogrib AIP and the mandate to conclude a final Agreement ("the Dogrib
Agreement') were approved. The Dogrib AIP was signed on January 7, 2000 and negotiations to
conclude the Dogriib Agreement are proceeding smoothly.
5. When the Dogrib AIP mandate was approved, it was recognized that an important part of the
Dogrib Agreement was missing - the legal technique for achieving certainty and finality with respect
to the section 35 land-based rights. It was missing because, when the mandate was approved, there
were no approved techniques that were acceptable to the Dogrib Council.
6. Because the Dogrib confirmed they would refuse to finalize the Dogrib Agreement on the basis of
surrender or on the basis of a technique that appeared to them to be the same as surrender, and
because the Minister of Indian Affairs and Northern Development (IAND) had yet to complete the
exploration of techniques for achieving certainty and finality as authorized in 1998, he was instructed
by Cabinet to continue this exploration and then return to Cabinet with recommendations on the
acceptability of techniques for achieving certainty and finality with respect to the section 35 rights of
the Dogrib and other Aboriginal groups, other than way of cede, release and surrender. This work was
to be undertaken in consultation with the Department of Justice (DOJ).
CONSIDERATIONS

The Comprehensive Claims Policv and the Surrender Technique
7. The 1986 comprehensive claims policy provides two approaches for achieving certainty in relation
to land-based rights:
- the cession and surrender of Aboriginal land-based rights throughout the settlement area in
exchange for the rights defined in the land claim treaty; or
the cession and surrender of Aboriginal land-based rights except on specified lands retained
by the Aboriginal party.

These approaches resulted from past experience with real conflicts between the
traditional uses of land and other natural resources by Aboriginal groups and uses by
other persons and government.
8. The Yukon Land Claim Agreements are the only modem treaties to use the second approach by
allowing Yukon Indians to retain Aboriginal rights to the surface of certain of their settlement lands.
9. The modification/release technique used in the Nisga'a Agreement is unacceptable to the Dogrib
who interpret it as involving a release or surrender in relation to any Aboriginal rights not set out in
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the Agreement.

The Search For An Alternative to the Surrender Technique - The "Non-Assertion"
Technique
10. Because "surrender" is an anathema to most First Nations across Canada, there has been a
search for an alternative for the past few years.
11. In 1993, the Liberal platform document The Aboriginal Peoples of Canada stated that a Liberal
government would not require blanket extinguishment for land claims based upon Aboriginal title.
In1994, the report of the House Standing Committee on Aboriginal Affairs and Northern Development
recommended that the Minister of IAND "consider the feasibility of not requiring a blanket
extinguishment of Aboriginal rights or title in future land claim agreements". In the fall of that year,
Mr. Justice Hamilton was authorized to consult across the country on alternatives to surrender and
his report in 1995 suggested an "alternative to surrender' in comprehensive claim treaties. Also in
1995,the interim report of the Royal Commission on Aboriginal Peoples on "extinguishment”
recommended that the federal government no longer require an Aboriginal party to agree to
blanket extinguishment of Aboriginal land-based rights in exchange for rights or other benefits
contained in comprehensive land claim treaties.
12. In 1996, Cabinet approved a set of principles for consultations that could constitute the basis
for a legal technique for achieving certainty and finality in comprehensive land claim treaties
without the requirement for a surrender of Aboriginal land-based rights. This resulted in the
development of the “non-assertion" technique. The main features of the non-assertion technique are
that the assertable section 35 rights of an Aboriginal group are set out in that group's treaty and that
the group commits to not asserting any section 35 rights which are outside its treaty.

The Delgamuukw Decision and the "Fall-Back Release"
13. In December 1997, the Supreme Court rendered its decision in Delgamuukw in which it
discussed, for the first time, the nature and scope of Aboriginal title and made a number of
statements on the scope of Aboriginal title, including the statement that where land was subject to
Aboriginal title, unless that title was surrendered, the land could not be put to a use irreconcilable with
the uses on which that title was based. For this reason, the concept of coupling the non-assertion
technique with a “fall-back" release was developed. A fall-back release would require that, if the
purpose of the non-assertion is not achieved for any particular land-based right or if the nonassertion was unenforceable, the Aboriginal party would release that right.
14. The purposes of the non-assertion commitment would be described in the treaty. These
purposes would be
(a) to prevent the imposition of any obligation on government or others in relation to the rights
covered by the commitment',
(b) to permit the Aboriginal group to exercise all its authorities, jurisdictions, rights and privileges
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that are set out in its treaty; and
(c) to permit government and others to exercise all their authorities, jurisdictions, rights and
privileges as if the rights not to be asserted did not exist.
15. The new technique would provide for a non-assertion commitment coupled with a fall- back
release in relation to land-based rights. If the non-assertion commitment was not enforceable or
it’s purpose was not achieved for a particular land-based right, the Aboriginal group would provide,
as a fall-back, a release of that right.

The Modification/Release Technique
16. In May 1998, Cabinet approved an alternative technique to achieve certainty and finality in the
Nisga'a Agreement. At the same time, the Minister of IAND was authorized to continue consultation
on alternatives to the surrender technique for achieving certainty and finality, with respect to landbased rights, that have an acceptable level of risk. The modification/release technique in that
Agreement provides that the Aboriginal land-based rights of the Nisga'a are modified to be those set
out in the Agreement and, to the extent the technique of modification leaves any Aboriginal rights
outside the scope of the Agreement, it provides for their release. That Agreement also provided for a
release for past infringement of all section 35 land-based rights.
17. The modification/release technique along with the release for past infringements met the
requirements of the comprehensive claims policy with respect to land-based rights - that is, achieve
a full and final settlement of any such rights.
18. For section 35 rights which are not land-based, the Nisga'a Agreement applied the same
technique that had been applied for land-based rights - that is, one that achieved a full and final
settlement. It is the first comprehensive land claim or self-government treaty to affect Aboriginal
rights which are not land-based - surrenders and releases in other treaties apply only to land-based
rights. The Government of British Columbia insisted on a full and final settlement of all Aboriginal
rights and the Nisga'a did not wish to distinguish between land- based rights and other Aboriginal
rights. Such an approach remains acceptable to Canada where all parties agree. However, it is not
a viable approach with most Aboriginal groups across the country, particularly in areas of Canada
where there are existing land claim agreements or historic land cession treaties.
19. The Dogrib interpret the modification/release technique as involving an up-front surrender of all
Aboriginal rights not set out in the treaty. They have confirmed they will not finalize the Dogrib
Agreement on the basis of a technique that appears to them to be the same as surrender. Other
Aboriginal northern comprehensive land claim treaties have included rights that are not land-based
but have not provided a release of rights that are not land-based and that are not set out in those
treaties.

Differentiating between Land-Based 9ghts and Other Rights
20. Another approach for Agreements like the Dogrib Agreement - that is, that are both land claim
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and self-government treaties - is one that reflects the objectives of Canada's comprehensive land
claims policy for land-based rights and the different objectives of the Policy Approach to
Implementation of theInherent Right and the Negotiation of Aboriginal Self-Government (“the
inherent right policy") for other rights.

21. This approach would be to treat section 35 land-based rights (which may include some selfgovernment rights) differently from other section 35 rights (which may include, for example, selfgovernment rights related to "education" and "language"). Differentiation between section 35
rights is not unique. Except for the Nisga'a Agreement, all historic numbered treaties and all land
claim agreements have distinguished between land-based rights and other rights, and used the
surrender technique only for land-based rights.

Section 35 Land-Based Rights
22. The exercise by Aboriginal people of section 35 land-based rights has historically had a direct
impact on the use of land and other natural resources by other people. Consequently, Canada has
required, through its comprehensive claims policy, certainty and finality for land- based rights in order
to avoid the very real conflict between the use by Aboriginal groups of land and other natural
resources and their use by other persons and government.
23. For any section 35 land-based right, the new technique would require a release for any
infringements where the infringement occurred before the effective date of the treaty. The release
for past infringement of any land-based rights in the new technique would be essential to provide
certainty for third parties and developers and government with regard to use land and other natural
resources.
24. With respect to section 35 land-based rights, the new technique would achieve substantially
the same certainty and finality as either the modification/release technique approved for the
Nisga’a Agreement or the up-front surrender provided by other land claim agreements, and would
therefore meet the certainty and finality requirements of the comprehensive claims policy.
25. The new technique would be acceptable, in relation to land-based rights, to the Dogrib and the
Government of the Northwest Territories.
26.
Consultation with Aboriginal groups across the country about the new technique for land
based rights and other alternatives to the surrender technique for achieving substantially the
same certainty and finality for land-based rights would continue. The unique circumstances of each
negotiating table must be taken into account when attempting to reconcile the views of the
province or territory and of the Aboriginal group. An example of such endeavour is a recent joint
statement from Canada, British Columbia and the First Nations Summit - committing Canada and
British Columbia to work with each First Nation in treaty negotiations facilitated by the British
Columbia Treaty Commission in an effort to

determine an acceptable legal technique for achieving the certainty they all seek.
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Section 35 Rights which are not Land-Based
27. The proposed approach to section 35 rights that are not land-based is directly related to federal
policy objectives which reflect the path the federal government has taken to arrive at the current
policy on Aboriginal self-government.
28. In 1982, the Penner Report (Special Committee on Self-Government - sub-committee of House
ofCommons Standing Committee on Indian Affairs and Northem Development) drew a direct
connection between the creation of a new relationship between the Crown and First Nations,
Aboriginal self-government and the improvement of the social and economic well- being of
Aboriginal people.
29. Gathering Strength further reaffirmed the commitment to building new self-government
relationships and strengthening Aboriginal governance. Partly in response to the Penner Report,
the federal government announced its community-based self-government policy in 1985 as a means
to create a new relationship between the Crown and Aboriginal people outside of the Indian Act
through legislated agreements. While participation was high, the consequence of reliance on
delegated authority and concerns about the transfer of jurisdiction and responsibility without
adequate capacity building and financial arrangements to build sustainable governments, was that
few agreements were
achieved.
30. At the same time, the Charlottetown process was underway which, in part, sought
constitutional recognition of the Aboriginal right of self-government and the recognition of
Aboriginal government as one of three orders of government in Canada. The process ended in 1992
with the failure of the Charlottetown Accord.
31. This is the backdrop against which the 1995 inherent right policy that recognized the inherent
right of self-government as an existing Aboriginal right within section 35 of the Constitution Act,
1982 was adopted. Through it Canada continues to seek a new relationship with Aboriginal peoples by
enabling them govern themselves, thereby reducing dependancy, fiduciary duties and dysfunctional
relationships created by the Indian Act and promoting stronger, healthier communities.
32. Gathering Strength reaffirmed the commitment to building new self-government relationships
and strengthening Aboriginal governance.
33. The inherent right policy also sought to establish a process to manage the jurisdictional
"uncertainty" that could arise from unilateral exercise of the inherent right and to avoid
confrontation in the courts over the nature, scope and content of the right. The inherent right policy
was designed to create a process that was accessible, flexible and attractive to Aboriginal groups
and provinces for negotiation of practical and workable self-government arrangements within the
Canadian constitutional framework
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34. Government has not, to date, considered whether certainty and finality in a land claim sense
are appropriate or necessary to meet its public policy objectives when entering treaties which address
self-government. The inherent right policy provides that self-government arrangements can be
included inland claim treaties, in stand-alone treaties, or as an addition to existing treaties, The policy
is silent on whether or not land claim certainty techniques and releases would be applied to
Aboriginal self-government rights in such cases.
35. The self-government arrangements can be set out in treaties or in non-treaty agreements dealing
with a single jurisdiction or a comprehensive range of jurisdictions. A central focus of the policy
approach is the establishment of clarity, harmony and predictability regarding the relationship
between Aboriginal, federal and provincial laws. Unlike the comprehensive claims policy which
contemplates a one-time full and final settlement, the inherent right policy was designed to be
flexible to accommodate the growth and evolution of self-government arrangements and
intergovernmental relations.

The Non-Treaty Self-government Agreements
36. A significant number of self-government arrangements currently under negotiation
(particularly those that are not part of a comprehensive land claim) do not currently envision being
treaties. As with treaty agreements, non-treaty agreements are designed to provide clarity,
harmony and predictability regarding the exercise of laws. The agreements rely on the mutual benefit
to the parties accordance with the agreement.
37. Non-treaty agreements are without prejudice to existing section 35 rights to self- government
and do not create any new section 35 rights to self-government. Therefore, an Aboriginal party could
unilaterally assert an inherent right and exercise jurisdiction outside the scope of the agreement,
advance compensation claims against Canada for alleged infringements of their inherent right, and
advance claims or challenge laws on future actions of Canada as an infringement on their inherent
right.
38. The certainty and finality approach used in comprehensive land claims would not be
appropriate for non-treaty agreements for the following reasons. The Aboriginal parties could not be
expected to release or surrender their section 35 right of self-governance for a package of
jurisdictions that are not protected under section 35. In addition, since most non- treaty agreements
do not include specific benefits or "compensation" related alleged past infringement of Aboriginal
rights, the Aboriginal parties could not be expected to provide a release of claims for such
infringement.

Treaty Agreements: "Uniform" Approach
39. The inclusion of self-government arrangements in treaties or land claim agreements raises
questions for all parties regarding the appropriate relationship between the section 35 selfgovernment rights set out in the treaty and any section 35 self-government rights not set Out in the
treaty. For Canada, there are concerns that even after a treaty is in place, the Aboriginal party could
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still assert and exercise an Aboriginal right or jurisdiction in addition to, or in conflict with, the selfgovernment arrangements set out in the treaty. This could create jurisdictional uncertainty and leave
Canada exposed to legal claims for infringing undefined Aboriginal self-government rights. In
addition, because some land-based rights could be characterized as "self-government rights", there
is concern that assertion by the Aboriginal party of these types of self-government rights could
impact on the use of land and other natural resources by third parties or government.
40. One option to minimize such risks would be to require a uniform approach, namely one that
achieves finality, for all section 35 rights outside a treaty and for any claims for past infringement of
all section 35 rights. This "uniform" approach was adopted in the Nisga'a land claim and selfgovernment treaty. In that instance, British Columbia insisted on a full and final settlement of all
Aboriginal rights and the Nisga'a did not wish to distinguish between land- based rights and other
Aboriginal rights.
41. A "uniform" approach still accommodates the potential for the future evolution of selfgovernment rights through negotiated amendments to the treaties and would reduce the incidence
of litigation in which government challenges Aboriginal activities as being unauthorized. Such an
approach remains acceptable to Canada where all parties agree. However, it is not a viable approach
with most. Aboriginal groups across the country, particularly in areas of Canada where there are
existing land claim agreements or historic land cession treaties.
42. Any federal policy decision to now require adoption of a "uniform" approach for all section 35
rights would be strongly condemned by most Aboriginal groups as a fundamental reversal of the
inherent right policy. That policy now permits treaty status as a negotiable option for selfgovernment agreements. If the "price" of such status is too high, the result would be to remove
treaty status for such agreements as a real option. Canada would be perceived by many Aboriginal
groups as shifting its focus from implementing the inherent right to extinguishing the inherent right.
In response, many groups would renounce negotiations in favour of unilateral exercise of the
inherent right. This would result in the jurisdictional uncertainty and confrontation, including by
litigation, that the inherent right policy was designed to avoid. Insisting on a "uniform" approach
would encourage a rights based approach to self-government. This would jeopardize the
achievement of the primary policy objectives of the inherent right policy and Gathering Strength - the
implementation of practical governance arrangements to promote healthier communities and
cooperative intergovernmental relationships.
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43. The "uniform" approach is also problematic because it would require the Aboriginal party to
provide a release for any claim for past infringement of the inherent right, (an example of such a
claim might be that the prohibition on the use of Aboriginal language in residential schools infringed
Aboriginal rights to educate children, resulting in cultural loss and damages). It is recognized that
government may be liable for such claims. However, no such claims have been addressed by the
courts and no criteria exist for acceptance or compensation. In Gathering Strength, Canada provided
an apology to Aboriginal people for the impact of past social policies, but chose not to establish a policy
or process to compensate for such claims. If Canada were to insist upon a release of such claims as a
condition of entering self- government treaties, it would engender claims for compensation.
44. Unlike comprehensive claim settlements which include significant cash compensation selfgovernment negotiation mandates and stand alone self-government treaties include no such
benefits for the Aboriginal party. Seeking a release of past infringement claims would turn selfgovernment negotiations into a grievance resolution process, requiring development of policy criteria
and identification of resources for their acceptance, negotiation and compensation. Even if Canada
were to offer cash compensation for such a release, the likelihood of settlements is low.

Basic Requirements for Self-Government Treaties
45. In order to reflect the different public policy objectives set out in the inherent right policy and
the comprehensive land claims policy, basic requirements to be met when negotiating treaties
which include section 35 rights to self-government could be developed. Those requirements would
recognize a distinction between the treatment of land-based rights and rights that are not landbased. Where those treaties were also comprehensive land claim Agreements, the requirements
would be designed to ensure that certainty is achieved for all land-based rights in accordance with
the comprehensive land claims policy. With respect to rights that are not land-based, the
requirements would be designed to ensure a high level of jurisdictional predictability, consistent with
the intent of the inherent right policy.
46. The basic requirements would provide that a new self-government treaty, that is also a
comprehensive land claim agreement, would meet the certainty and finality requirements of the
comprehensive claims policy in relation to section 35 land-based rights. If a new self- government
treaty is not a comprehensive land claim agreement, that treaty could not prejudice the certainty
and finality achieved with respect to section 35 land-based rights by existing land claim treaties or
historic treaties. Also, a new self-government treaty would provide predictability with respect to
section 35 rights which are not land-based by ensuring that the arrangements set out in the treaty
provide a stable framework for the implementation of self-government and to guide jurisdictional and
intergovernmental relations; and that if the treaty allows the exercise of any continuing Aboriginal
rights that are not land-based and not set out in the treaty, that exercise would be subject to an
orderly process being followed before those rights could be exercised.
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The orderly process would include negotiations to try to deal with the exercise of such rights within
the treaty or by otherwise amending the treaty. If such negotiations were unsuccessful, the scope of
any such rights would be clarified by a court before they could be exercised. The basic requirements
would recognize that the treaty would have precedence over any conflicting Aboriginal rights and
would prevent claims being made for alleged infringement of such Aboriginal rights where the alleged
infringement occurred before the scope of the right had been clarified by a court and all other parts
of the process had been completed.
47. The specific techniques for applying these requirements would need to be developed taking
into account the different types of self-government treaties being negotiated and their link to
existing treaties and land claim agreements.
48. With regard to section 35 rights that are not land-based, the basic requirements would be
reflective of the Gathering Strength commitment to "recognize Aboriginal government and to provide
a framework of principles to guide jurisdictional and intergovernmental relations". Without
requiring the Aboriginal party to release to Canada their inherent right of self- government, it would
provide mutual security for ongoing government relationships with Aboriginal groups. The
Aboriginal party would receive the security of section 35 protection for the self-government rights set
out in the treaty. In return, government would receive the security that the Aboriginal party could
no longer assert or exercise any Aboriginal right without first going through an orderly process to
amend the treaty or to prove the scope and content of the right in court. In addition, government
would receive the security that, when it is acting in accordance with the treaty, it would not be
subject to claims that it is infringing Aboriginal rights unless such a right is first established through
an orderly process set out in the treaty.
49. While the basic requirements would manage most risks associated with Canada's recognition
of the inherent right, there are some residual legal risks. There is a risk that the courts could affirm
the existence of Aboriginal rights other than those rights and jurisdictions that Canada is currently
prepared to negotiate and include in a self-government treaty. However, because the nature and
scope of such additional rights are not known, the potential impact for the Crown cannot be assessed
at this time. There is some risk that the future exercise of some rights which are outside the treaty
and which are not land-based could adversely impact on the certainty obtained for land-based rights.
However, this risk could be minimized with suitable language. In any event, this is a risk Canada has
already taken in all historic numbered treaties and all land claim agreements (except Nisga'a) since
those treaties and agreements distinguished between land-based rights and other rights and
obtained certainty and finality only for land-based rights.
50. Approval of the basic requirements for self-government treaties and of the new technique for the
Dogrib Agreement would provide a means for Canada to simultaneously advance the objectives of
the comprehensive land claims policy and the inherent right policy, consistent with Gathering
Strength.
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Distinguishing between the certainty requirements for land-based rights and jurisdictional
predictability required for other rights would provide a sound, interest-based approach for future
treaty negotiations. With respect to the Dogrib claim, the new technique should enable Canada to
conclude an agreement providing necessary certainty for resource development, including diamond
mining and hydro electric projects in that portion of the Northwest Territories.

Failure to Approve
51. Failure to approve the new technique for land-based rights or the basic requirements for rights
that are not land-based would likely result in a collapse of the Dogrib negotiations. In addition, even
if the new technique was approved, any federal proposal to apply it to rights that are not landbased, instead of the predictability approach of the basic requirements, would likely touch off a
nation-wide confrontation with Aboriginal groups over the goals if the inherent right policy. It would
likely be perceived by Aboriginal parties as an attempt to retrofit the inherent right policy with
extinguishment approaches which have been repeatedly condemned in land claim negotiations The
inherent right policy sought to de-emphasize the focus on rights in favour of developing practical
governance arrangements that would improve conditions in Aboriginal communities and provide a
framework for new intergovernmental relationships. Requiring a release of the inherent right and
claims for past infringements would shift the balance of the policy from a forward-looking focus on
workable self-governance arrangements to a regressive rights-based approach focused on full and
final settlement of rights and compensation for alleged past infringements.

Issues Related Only To The Northwest Territories
Treaty 11 Harvesting Rights
52. When their land claim treaties came into effect, the Gwich'in and Sahtu Dene surrendered their
Treaty 11 rights, except for harvesting rights in areas of the Mackenzie Valley outside their
settlement areas. Their Treaty 11 harvesting rights were to be surrendered in each of those other
areas of the Valley when the Dene of each such area surrendered their Treaty 11 harvesting rights in
the Sahtu and Gwich'in settlement areas.
53. In order to prevent the Gwich'in and the Sahtu Dene from continuing to exercise their Treaty
11 harvesting rights in the Dogrib settlement area after the Dogrib Agreement is in effect, either the
Dogrib must surrender their Treaty 11 harvesting rights in the Gwich'in and Sahtu settlement areas,
or the Gwich'in and Sahtu Dene and Metis would have to agree to amend their treaties to
accommodate the new technique. The Dogrib would be responsible for trying to persuade the
Gwich'in and the Sahtu Dene and Metis to amend their treaties. If the Dogrib do not succeed, the
certainty clause in the Dogrib Agreement would provide for a surrender of their Treaty 11 harvesting
rights in the Gwich’in and Sahtu settlement areas.
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Yellowknives Dene First Nation
54. Most of the Yellowknives Dene Band, who live in Dettah, across Yellowknife Bay from the City of
Yellowknife and Ndilo, within the City of Yellowknife, are eligible to become beneficiaries and to
participate in the ratification vote of the Dogrib Agreement because they are either of Dogrib ancestry
or they are indigenous to the North Slave region. However, they are not represented at the Dogrib
negotiating table because, as adherents of Treaty 8, they have aligned themselves with other NWT
Treaty 8 First Nations and are pursuing the Akaitcho Treaty 8 process. Because they are not
represented at the Dogrib negotiating table, the certainty provisions and any applicable Treaty
harvesting provisions of the Dogrib Agreement would not apply to them unless they elect to
participate in the ratification vote or enroll as beneficiaries under the Dogrib Agreement.

Eligible Metis
55. Certain Metis in Yellowknife are eligible to become beneficiaries and to participate in the
ratification vote of the Dogrib Agreement because they are of Dogrib ancestry and are members of
the four Dogrib bands. They have chosen to separate themselves organizationally and politically
from the Dogrib Council and are either seeking a Metis-only land claim process or unique
representation within the Dogrib negotiating structure. However, they are officially represented at the
Dogrib negotiating table by the Dogrib Council because they are members of the bands that have
authorized the Dogrib Council to represent them. The Dogrib Agreement as a whole, including the
certainty provisions, would therefore apply to them whether or not they elect to vote or enroll as
beneficiaries under the Dogrib Agreement.
56. There is also a small number of Metis in Yellowknife who are eligible to become beneficiaries
and to participate in the ratification vote of the Dogrib Agreement because they are indigenous to the
North Slave region. They are not of Dogrib ancestry. They are not members of one of the four Dogribs
bands. They are not represented by the Dogrib Council. Their number is insufficient to warrant their
own land claim. Because they are not represented at the negotiating table, the certainty provisions
of the Dogrib Agreement would not apply to them unless they elect to participate in the ratification
vote or enroll as beneficiaries under the Dogrib Agreement

Constitutional Protection
57. It is intended that all rights in the Dogrib Agreement would be protected under section 35 of
the Constitution Act, 1982.

Gender Equality
58. Rights and benefits under a Dogrib Agreement would apply equally to Dogrib men and women.
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Environmental Assessment
59. The new technique and the basic requirements have no environmental implications.

Gathering Strength
60. The new technique and the basic requirements would meet the Gathering Strength objectives of
“Strengthening Aboriginal Governance” and “Developing a New Fiscal Relationship”.

Charter
61. The Charter of Rights and Freedoms would apply to the Dogrib First Nation Government and its
institutions.

Consultation With Aboriginal Groups
62. The Dogrib Council has been consulted regarding the principal components of the new technique
and of the basic requirements and is prepared to finalize the Dogrib Agreement on those basis.
63. Other Aboriginal groups have not been consulted on the new technique or on the basic
requirements
64. There may be other techniques for achieving substantially the same certainty and finality for
land-based rights and for achieving predictability for other rights- so the exploration of
alternative techniques could continue. The unique circumstances of each negotiating table
could be taken into account to endeavour to reconcile the views of the federal government, the
province or territory and of the Aboriginal group. Consultations and negotiations on ways to
achieve these objectives would continue at individual tables. Other techniques may emerge as
negotiations and consultations continue.

Federal/Territorial/Provincial Relations
65. The GNWT will be a party to the Dogrib Agreement and is supportive of the principal components
of the new technique and of the basic requirements.
66. It is not likely that application of the basic requirements for rights that are not land-based would be
considered sufficient by the British Columbia or Newfoundland governments. Although they have not
been consulted on these requirements, in the past, they have stated that they will require a surrender of
section 35 rights. They may express concern at the possibility the approval of the basic requirements
for rights that are not land-based would make Aboriginal groups less willing to accept a surrender or
modification/release approach for all rights.

OPTIONS
67. The options considered include: approving the new non-assertion/fall-back release technique
for land-based rights and the basic requirements for achieving predictability for the exercise of rights
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which are not land-based; and approving the new technique and requiring a certainty and finality
technique for rights that are not land-based.

Option 1: Approve Approach which distinguishes between Section 35 Land-Based
Rights and Other Section 35 Rights
68. This option would be to approve the principal components of the new non-assertion/fall-back
release technique for land-based rights and to approve the basic requirements for achieving
predictability for the exercise of rights which are not land-based rights.
69.
Advantages:
For land-based rights, provides an alternative to the surrender or
modification/release techniques while achieving substantially the same certainty and finality as those
techniques. For rights that are not land-based, would be consistent with the inherent right policy and
Gathering Strength, would enable government to avoid future infringements, would avoid need to
identify, value and compensate for past infringements, would reduce confrontation over rights outside
the treaty, would ensure that the exercise of such fights is consistent with the treaty, and would provide
a sound, interest-based approach for future self-government treaty negotiations. Negotiations with the
Dogrib would continue. Provides an incentive to other Aboriginal groups, in other parts of Canada,
particularly the Northwest Territories, to pursue treaty negotiations, including negotiations for selfgovernment treaties.
70. Disadvantages: For land-based rights, increases lack of uniformity in approaches across Canada.
No finality in respect of section 35 rights which are not land-based, so that an Aboriginal group could
ultimately exercise such rights outside a negotiated Agreement and government would remain to claims
for past infringements of such rights.

Option 2: Approve a Uniform Approach
71. This option would be to approve the new non-assertion/fall-back release technique and to require,
for rights which are not land-based, treaties to apply the same techniques required by the
comprehensive claims policy for land-based rights.
72. Advantages: Provides an alternative to the surrender or modification/release techniques while
achieving substantially the same certainty and finality as those techniques. Achieves uniformity of
approach for all rights. Achieves finality for all rights. New rights could only be exercised with
agreement of government. Provides a release for past infringements of all rights.
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73. Disadvantages: Establishes a new, more demanding bottom line because, at this time, finality
is only required for land-based rights. Changes the inherent right policy approach from one directed
at achieving practical and workable arrangements while allowing governmental relations to evolve
to one requiring full and final settlements, thus, forcing all First Nations, regardless of capacity, to
seek a full range of jurisdictions. Not appropriate for sectoral agreements and multi-sectoral
agreements as they are not designed to deal exhaustively with self-government rights. Seeking a
release for past infringements would transform the approach into a grievance resolution process
requiring: policy guidelines, financial resources and a process for the acceptance and resolution of
claims. Likely to be rejected by most Aboriginal groups and to encourage unilateral exercise of
Aboriginal rights. The Dogrib would break-off negotiations. It would be very unlikely that new
treaties with First Nations, particularly in the Northwest Territories, could be attained. Failure to
achieve land claim and self- government agreements would result in increased litigation to resolve
disputes. Canada's commitments to its self-government policies would be questioned both
domestically and internationally.
Annex A
PRINCIPAL COMPONENTS OF TECHNIQUES

1 . The following definitions apply in Annex
A.
_ "land-based" means, in relation to a section 35 right, related to or affecting land or
another natural resource.
_ "section 35 night" means a right of the Aboriginal group protected by section 35
of the Constitution Act, 1982.
_ “new treaty” means a comprehensive land claim agreement or a self-government
agreement which is a treaty.
Part I - New Technique for Land-Based Rights
2.

The Aboriginal group would make a commitment not to exercise or assert a section 35 landbased right which is not set out in that Aboriginal group's treaty.

3.

In relation to section 35 land-based rights, the purposes of the non-assertion commitment
would be described as being
(c) to prevent the imposition of any obligation on government or others in relation to the
rights covered by the commitment;
(d) to permit the Aboriginal group to exercise all its authorities, jurisdictions, rights
and privileges that are set out in the treaty; and

(c) to permit government and others426
to exercise all their authorities, jurisdictions,
rights and privileges as if the rights covered by the commitment did not continue to
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exist.
4.

If it was found that the non-assertion commitment was not enforceable or did not achieve
its purposes for a particular section 35 land-based right, a “fall-back release" of that landbased right would apply. The release would apply whether or not the land-based right was
characterized as a "self-government right”.

5.

The Aboriginal group would provide a release for past infringement of section of 35 landbased rights and for any infringement of section 35 land-based rights alleged to have
occurred while the non-assertion commitment applied.

6.

The non-assertion commitment would not be required for Treaty 11 Aboriginal groups in
the Northwest Territories in relation to Treaty 11 harvesting rights in unsettled areas or to
rights under Natural Resource Transfer Agreements.

7.

To ensure the Gwich'in and Sahtu Dene no longer exercise their Treaty 11 harvesting rights
in the settlement area of another Treaty 11 Aboriginal group, that Aboriginal group would,
unless the Sahtu Dene and Metis and Gwich’in have amended their comprehensive land
claim treaties to recognize the new technique, be required to provide in its new treaty a
surrender of its Treaty 11 harvesting rights in the Gwich’in and Sahtu settlement areas.

Part 2 - Dogrib Technique for Rights That Are Not Land-Based
8.

The Dogrib would make a commitment not to exercise or assert a section 35 right which is
not land-based and which is not set out in the Dogrib Agreement.

9.

In relation to section 35 rights which are not land-based, the purposes of the non-assertion
commitment would be described as being
(a) to prevent the imposition of any obligation on government or others in relation to
the rights covered by the commitment;
(b) to permit the Dogrib to exercise all their authorities, jurisdictions, rights and privileges
that are set out in the Dogrib Agreement; and
(c) to permit government and others to exercise all their authorities, jurisdictions rights
and privileges as if the rights covered by the commitment did not continue to exist.

10.

In relation to a section 35 right which is not land-based, the Dogrib would provide a release
of any infringement of that right alleged to have occurred while the non-assertion
commitment applied.

11.

If the Dogrib ever wished to exercise what they believed to be an Aboriginal right which is
not a land-based right and which is not set out in the Dogrib Agreement, the Parties must
attempt to negotiate an amendment to the Agreement in order to define, in the Agreement,
what the Dogrib wished to exercise.

12.

Government could require the Dogrib to obtain a judicial affirmation of the existence of
any such Aboriginal right and it's scope, 427
as a condition of such negotiations.
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13.

For an Aboriginal right which is not a land-based right, if the Parties failed to reach
agreement on how to amend the Dogrib Agreement and if the Dogrib affirmed their
intention to exercise that right without such an agreement and if there had been a judicial
affirmation of its existence and scope,
(a) the non-assertion commitment would no longer apply to the Aboriginal right described
in the affirmation; and
(b) the Dogrib could not exercise the Aboriginal right described in the affirmation in any
way that
would
be
inconsistent
with any provision of
the
Dogrib
Agreement.

Annex B
PRINCIPLES FOR THE EXERCISE OF SECTION 35 RIGHTS
IN NEW TREATIES THAT CONTAIN SELF-GOVERNMENT
RIGHTS
1.

The following definitions apply in Annex B.

_ "land-based" means, in relation to a section 35 right, related to or affecting
land or another natural resource.
_ “section 35 right” means a right of the Aboriginal group protected by section
35 of the
Constitution Act, 1982.

_ "self-government treaty" means an agreement, whether or not it is also a
comprehensive land claim agreement, which contains self-government
rights that are section 35 rights.
2. A new self-government treaty, that is also a comprehensive land claim agreement, shall meet
the certainty and finality requirements of the Comprehensive Claims Policy in relation to section 35
land-based rights whether or not the rights are characterized a self-government rights.
3. A new self-government treaty, that is not a comprehensive land claim agreement, shall not
prejudice the certainty and finality achieved with respect to section 35 land-based rights by
existing land claim treaties or historic treaties.
4.

A new self-government treaty shall provide predictability with respect to section 35 rights
which are not land-based rights by ensuring that

(a)

the arrangements set out in the treaty provide a stable framework for the implementation of
self- government and to guide jurisdictional and intergovernmental relations; and

(b)

if the treaty allows the exercise any continuing Aboriginal rights that are not land-based and
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not set out in the treaty, that exercise is subject to:
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(i)

an orderly process being followed before they are exercised, that includes negotiations
(government could require the Aboriginal group to obtain a judicial affirmation of the
existence of any such Aboriginal rights and their scope, as a
condition of entering such negotiations) to try to deal with their exercise within the

treaty, through amendments and, if such negotiations fail, the scope of any
such rights being clarified by a court,
(ii)

the treaty having precedence over any such Aboriginal right with which it conflicts; and

(iii)

the prevention of claims being made for alleged infringement of such Aboriginal rights
where the alleged infringement occurred after the effective date of the treaty and before the
scope of the right had been clarified by a court and all other parts of the process had been
completed.

5. Where a self-government treaty deals with a single jurisdiction or a limited number of
jurisdictions, the principles in 4(b) may be adapted to restrict only the exercise of Aboriginal
rights dealing with subject matters covered by treaty.
ANNEX C
COMMUNICATION PLAN
1. Communications Goals

Note: There would not be an announcement of the Cabinet decision. The
information on the "Dogrib technique" would become public as part of the news
release and backgrounder to be issued when the Dogrib Agreement is finalized.
_ To demonstrate the federal government's commitment to
· the resolution of land claims and the negotiation of agreements which address the selfgovernment aspirations of First Nations in the NWT and in other parts of Canada; and
· negotiate comprehensive land claim agreements to achieve stability and certainty of land
use and tenure--especially in a part of the NWT which is critically important with respect to
non-renewable resource development, such as diamond and gold mining, and to hydro-electric
development.
2. Public Environment

Regarding the section 35 rights of the Dogrib, the Dogrib Treaty 11 Council and the
Government of the NWT have been consulted on the principal components of
· the new technique for achieving certainty and finality with respect to section 35 rights
related to land and other natural resources ("land-based rights"); and
· the technique for achieving predictability for other section 35 rights.
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Both parties are supportive.
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Natural resource industries, environmental and wildlife organizations, municipal
representatives and the general public have all expressed their desire for certainty
of land tenure and a stable decision-making environment for resource exploration
and development. They will see the provisions of the Dogrib Agreement which deal
with land-based rights as a positive step.
3.

Key Messages

· The certainty and predictability provisions of the "Dogrib technique" are essential to the
successful conclusion of the Dogrib Agreement.
· The Dogrib technique achieves the objectives of Canada's inherent right policy and
comprehensive land claims policy.
· The Dogrib Agreement will provide
- certainty and finality about the use and ownership of land or other resources, consistent
with the intent of the comprehensive claims policy; and

4.

-

a high level of jurisdictional predictability regarding the self-government rights of the
Dogrib, consistent with the intent of the inherent right policy.

-

When the Dogrib Agreement is in effect, a stable atmosphere for environmental
protection, resource exploration and development and the management of renewable
resources will be achieved.
Strategic Communications Considerations

The information about the certainty and predictability provisions of the Dogrib
Agreement will become public as part of general communications carried out when
the Dogrib Agreement is finalized. Therefore, the communications approach at this
stage would be reactive, with information supplied only if an inquiry is made.
Since the new certainty technique for land-based rights and the basic requirements
for other rights could be applied in other areas of the country, DIAND
spokespersons should be prepared to address the national implications of these
issues.
When information about the certainty and predictability provisions of the Dogrib
Agreement is released, there could be some negative reaction from eligible Metis
who
object to being committed to provisions of an agreement in which they have not
participated.
5.

Target Audiences and Reactions

Media-daily, business, weekly and Aboriginal: NWT residents are generally
supportive of land claims because they feel
430 it will create a stable environment for
environmental protection, exploration and development, and management of
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renewable resources. It is likely they will welcome the new certainty technique for
land-based rights and predictability for other rights. Although the NWT media are
generally critical of DIAND, it is unlikely that local reporters will have enough
background on land claim and self-government issues to do their own analysis of
the certainty and predictability provisions. It is more likely that they will depend on
the reactions of stakeholders including the Dogrib, other Aboriginal groups and the
business and resource sectors.
Business and Resource Sectors: Business and resource sectors have repeatedly
indicated the need for a stable resource environment for exploration and
development. It is likely they will welcome the new certainty technique for landbased rights.
First Nations in the NWT: First Nations continue to state that conclusion of land
claims in the NWT is their number one priority. They would likely welcome the new
certainty technique because it is an alternative to the much-criticized surrender
technique.
Secondary Target Audiences: NWT public associations; national and international
media; Aboriginal organizations across Canada; and general public.
6.

Activities and Vehicles

There would be no separate announcement by the Minister of IAND to explain the
new certainty technique for land-based rights or the basic requirements for other
rights-this information would become public as part of the news release and
backgrounder to be issued when the Dogrib Agreement is finalized. However, key
messages and Questions and Answers would be developed in case inquiries are
made in the interim.
7.

Territorial and Regional Communications

The approval of the new certainty technique for land-based rights is essential in
finalizing negotiations for a Dogrib Agreement. Successful conclusion of a Dogrib
Agreement would establish a template for negotiations with other NWT Aboriginal
groups that have outstanding claims.
8.

Horizontal Coordination

The October 12, 1999 Speech from the Throne highlighted the fact that "Land claim
agreements... are essential to create certainty for Aboriginal people and
their...communities - providing the climate needed for partnerships, investments and
economic opportunities.”
Extensive coordination with the relevant federal departments and agencies has taken
place.
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This initiative links to the federal government's Red Book commitments and
Gathering Strength, Canada's Aboriginal Action Plan.
9.

Sustaining a Communication Presence

The Parties will work to complete the Dogrib Agreement. Federal information will
remain on the DIAND web site. Communications documents will continue to
highlight the federal government's commitment to the completion of First Nation
Agreements.
10. Partnerships

Negotiation towards a Dogrib Agreement will require close coordination with the other
Parties regarding communications and information initiatives.
11. Budget

No funds are required for communications products at this time. Should new
products be required, funds will need to be identified from the program's budget.
12. Evaluation Criteria and Plan

Media coverage will be monitored and analysed. Messages will be refined to reflect
the public environment.
~~~~~~~
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FEDERAL GOVERNMENT’S PROPOSED “NON-ASSERTION/FALL-BACK
RELEASE TECHNIQUE”: A PRELIMINARY ASSESSMENT
Introduction
1.

It is important to underline that, in view of the short delays provided for its preparation,
this opinion should only be viewed as a preliminary assessment. Clearly, the importance
of the overall issue merits further analysis and reflection.

2.

It is my understanding that what is being requested here by the Assembly of First
Nations is solely a brief commentary on, or overview of, the federal government’s
proposed new technique in addressing s. 35 rights (i.e. rights of Aboriginal peoples
under s. 35 of the Constitution Act, 1982). This new approach is characterized by the
feds as the “non- assertion/fall-back release technique”. See document entitled
“Approach for Dealing with Section 35 Rights: Ministerial Recommendations to Cabinet
- November 24, 2000" (hereafter referred to as “Ministerial Recommendations”).

3.

The following opinion is in no way a criticism of the positions that have been, or may be,
taken by the Dogrib First Nation or Council. This is reinforced by the fact that I have not
studied the Dogrib Agreement. Nor am I familiar in any way with Dogrib positions or
circumstances. However, it is highly commendable that the Dogrib First Nation is seeking
to find a viable alternative to the federal policy of “surrender” or “extinguishment”.

4.

The approach taken in this opinion will include the following:
i)

General comments as to the need for a principled approach. Certain
key factors contribute to imbalanced and devalued perspectives
relating to s. 35 rights. These imbalances and inequities are evident
among federal, provincial and territorial governments, as well as many
business people and members of the public.

ii)

specific comments on the notions of “certainty” and “finality”; and

iii)

specific comments on the so-called “non-assertion/fall-back
433
release technique”, being proposed by the federal government.
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5.

Kindly note that many of the general comments made in this opinion (e.g. selfdetermination, human rights approach) are elaborated more fully in the law article by
Paul Joffe, Assessing the Delgamuukw Principles: National Implications and Potential
Effects in Québec, (2000) 45 McGill L.J. 155.

6.

In this opinion, First Nations will often be referred to as “Aboriginal peoples”, as used in

s. 35 of the Constitution Act, 1982. In light of the significance of the term
“peoples” in the context of self-determination, including self-government, it
is most useful to emphasize this term.
A.

Need for a Principled Framework

7.

As illustrated in the following paragraphs, there are a number of aspects that need to
be addressed in creating a principled framework for “Comprehensive Claims” and
other treaty negotiations. Ideally, this framework should be established on a national
level. Often, individual First Nations do not have the human and financial resources or perhaps the political leverage - to negotiate an adequate framework. In the
absence of a principled framework, there may be few if any common reference points
by which to measure any federal or other government proposals.

8.

Status of Aboriginal peoples. It is essential to begin any analysis on s. 35 rights by
recognizing and respecting the status of Aboriginal peoples as “peoples”. As long as
analyses on the fundamental rights of Aboriginal peoples proceed in the absence of
appropriate consideration of their status, it is likely that these rights will continue to
be underestimated, devalued or denied.

[Note: It is no coincidence that the Ministerial Recommendations generally
do not refer to Aboriginal peoples as “peoples”. Instead, terms such as
“Aboriginal groups” or “Aboriginal people” are used. However, since these
Recommendations deal with s. 35 rights and s. 35 of the Constitution Act,
1982 refers to “Aboriginal peoples”, surely the federal government should
use the same term.]
9.

Significance of right of self-determination. As “peoples”, Aboriginal peoples have the
right to self-determination. In this regard, the international human rights Covenants are
clear: “All peoples have the right of self-determination. By virtue of that right they
freely determine their political status and freely pursue their economic, social and
cultural development.” If this right were fairly considered and respected in any federal
approach to s. 35 rights, the outcome would likely be significantly different and more
favourable to First Nations.
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10.

Right of self-determination applicable to Canadian law. To date, there is too little

emphasis placed by First Nations on the right of self-determination in
specific negotiations with non-Aboriginal governments. Yet, this crucial right
is applicable “unquestionably” to Canadian domestic law. For example, in
the 1998 Québec Secession Reference, the Attorney General of Canada
expressed the following position before the Supreme Court of Canada:
“...the principles of customary law relating to the right of self-determination are
applicable in the present case, because they do not conflict with the applicable
Canadian domestic law. Since these principles of customary law can be
‘incorporated’ into domestic law by Canadian courts, it is respectfully submitted
that Canadian courts unquestionably have jurisdiction to apply them.”
11.

Aboriginal perspective not accorded equal weight. In examining existing or new
techniques of the federal government in relation to s. 35 rights, it would be most
difficult to conclude that the perspectives of First Nations are being considered equally
with those of others. However, Chief Justice Lamer has ruled in Van der Peet and
reiterated in Delgamuukw that “the only fair and just reconciliation is ... one which
takes into account the Aboriginal perspective while at the same time taking into
account the perspective of the common law. True reconciliation will, equally, place
weight on each.”

12.

Aboriginal rights as human rights. It can be strongly argued that the Aboriginal rights
of Aboriginal peoples are human rights (primarily of a collective nature). Therefore, it is
critical to analyse Aboriginal rights in a manner that fully includes a human rights
perspective. Experience has repeatedly shown that when Aboriginal rights are not
treated as fundamental human rights, infringements or denials of Aboriginal rights are
often addressed too casually by governments and the courts.

13.

Human rights not subject to extinguishment. It is also important to note that human
rights have been declared repeatedly by the international community to be inalienable.
Clearly, these rights are not intended to be extinguished or otherwise destroyed.
Human rights instruments generally include provisions for some limitation or
derogation, but not the destruction of fundamental rights. If it were clearly recognized
that Aboriginal rights are human rights, non-Aboriginal governments could not devise
“techniques” that would seek to “extinguish”, “surrender” or otherwise eliminate
Aboriginal rights.

14.

Supreme Court’s “solution” regarding “irreconcilable uses” is highly questionable. In
Delgamuukw, Chief Justice Lamer concluded that “the lands pursuant to title cannot be
used in a manner that is irreconcilable with the nature of the claimants’ attachment to
those lands”. Lamer added that “if aboriginal
peoples wish to use their lands in a way
435
that aboriginal title does not permit, then they must surrender those lands and convert

436

them into non-title lands to do so”.
15.

The Supreme Court’s objective appears constructive - that is, to ensure adequate
protections for Aboriginal peoples against land uses that may be destructive of their
relationship with the land. Yet the Court’s approach must be seriously questioned.
According to the Court’s own prescription, the harmful activity could still proceed, as
long as the land is surrendered and Aboriginal title is extinguished. This approach
would be most difficult to justify under a human rights analysis.

16.

These limitations to Aboriginal title also appear to be paternalistic and inflexible. They
may inadvertently contribute to undermining Aboriginal societies and legal systems
by restricting future options. It would be unfair to demand that Aboriginal peoples,
the original occupiers and possessors of the land, choose between relinquishing their
Aboriginal title or else foregoing certain activities or ventures on their traditional
lands. Such judicial perspectives are inconsistent with the human right to selfdetermination.

B.

Government Notions of “Certainty” and “Finality”

17.

There are numerous problems associated with the federal government’s notion of
“certainty” and “finality”. Above all, these notions are defined in the context of
“achieving substantially the same certainty and finality for land-based rights” as
purported to exist in the “surrender technique” (Ministerial Recommendations, p. 1,
para. 1(c)).

18.

Since the central objective of the federal government here is to achieve the same effect
as “surrender”, the alternatives being sought are one-sided and self-serving and they
have no real legitimacy. As concluded in the December 4, 1998 Report of the U.N.
Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights:

“The Committee views with concern the direct connection between
Aboriginal economic marginalization and the ongoing dispossession
of Aboriginal people from their lands, as recognized by the RCAP, and
endorses the recommendations of the RCAP that policies which
violate Aboriginal treaty obligations and extinguishment, conversion
or giving up of Aboriginal rights and title should on no account be
pursued by the State Party. Certainty of treaty relations alone cannot
justify such policies.”
19.

“Certainty” and “finality” are being defined for the most part from the viewpoint of
non- Aboriginal governments, developers and people. Little or no effort is made to
balance such notions with the realities, needs and rights of Aboriginal peoples.
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20.

For example, the human rights recognized in the Canadian Charter of Rights and
Freedoms are not subjected to such certainty and finality. Rather, these human rights
are permitted to evolve on a continual basis, according to human rights law. As
Madame Justice L’Heureux-Dubé (Supreme Court of Canada) has indicated in 1993 in
Attorney General of Canada v. Mossop:

“Human rights codes are documents that embody fundamental
principles, but which permit the understanding and application of these
principles to change over time.”
21.

Similarly, Aboriginal rights as collective human rights should be able to evolve. The
treaty-making process should not seek to virtually “freeze” such rights, as suggested
by current government notions of “certainty” and “finality”.

22.

Otherwise, any future evolution of Aboriginal rights through court cases or other means
is likely to have little significance for those Aboriginal peoples whose rights are
“preserved” in treaties. Similarly, the U.N. Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous
Peoples, if adopted by the General Assembly, may also be of little consequence for
Aboriginal and other rights in First Nations’ treaties.

23.

Although there are numerous problems with the 1995 federal “Inherent Rights Policy”,
the policy is said to have been “designed to be flexible to accommodate the growth
and evolution of self-government arrangements and intergovernmental relations”
(Ministerial Recommendations, p. 3, para. 12). If principles of evolution and growth are
possible in respect to self-government, then surely they are possible in regard to other
Aboriginal rights of First Nations.

24.

The federal government claims that “finality can be justified as a requirement for the
development of land and other natural resources” (Ministerial Recommendations, p. 4,
para. 15). However, specific resource developments should be negotiated on a projectby- project basis with those First Nations on whose traditional territory such proposed
developments are located. This would be consistent with the principle of Aboriginal
consent for projects affecting Aboriginal peoples and their territory. In this way, the
circumstances that exist at such time could be appropriately taken into account. Is that
not the way that federal, provincial and territorial governments consider approval for
proposed developments?

C.

Proposed “Non-Assertion/Fall-Back Release Technique”

25.

In regard to the “non-assertion” aspect,437
it is said that the “Aboriginal group would make
a commitment not to exercise or assert a section 35 land-based right which is not set
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out in that Aboriginal group's treaty” (Ministerial Recommendations, Annex A, para. 2).
This provision is clearly one-sided. It favours solely non-Aboriginal governments and
third parties.
26.

As repeatedly confirmed by the Supreme Court of Canada, all existing Aboriginal rights
are “pre-existing” rights. They are not dependent on any executive order or legislative
enactment for their existence. Why then should those s. 35 land-based rights that are
not in a treaty be unexercisable? The reasons that these rights may not be included in a
treaty may well be a result of unreasonable demands by the federal or territorial
government.

27.

If federal or territorial governments know that any s. 35 land-based rights with which
they do not agree will not be able to be asserted or exercised, there is little incentive for
them to agree to these rights in the treaty.

28.

A further problem with the non-assertion clause is that s. 35 land-based rights that are
not set out in the treaty appear to never be exercisable. Should the federal or
territorial government violate a fundamental treaty right of the Dogrib First Nation in
the future, why should s. 35 land-based rights that are not in the treaty continue to
be unexercisable? This type of one-sided certainty, in favour of non-Aboriginal
governments and people, helps to ensure that there is no incentive for these
governments to respect the terms of the treaty.

29.

For example, as evidenced in the case of the James Bay Crees under the 1975 James
Bay and Northern Québec Agreement (JBNQA), millions of dollars have been spent by
them in order to compel the federal and Québec governments to honour the terms of
the treaty. Since 1975 when this treaty was signed, the Crees have been in court against
these governments virtually every year for the past 25 years for non-compliance with
the treaty.

30.

In the Ministerial Recommendations (Annex A, p. 25, para. 3(c)), it is said that one of the
purposes of the non-assertion clause is to “permit government and others to exercise
all their authorities, jurisdictions, rights and privileges as if the rights covered by the
commitment did not continue to exist.” This appears to have the same effect as if a
surrender clause were inserted in the treaty (unless a new treaty were entered into or
the Dogrib treaty were amended). As in the case of a surrender clause, there is no
indication that the Aboriginal rights concerned would ever be exercisable.

29.

According to the Ministerial Recommendations (Annex A, p. 25, para. 4), the main
purpose of the “fall-back release” aspect
438of this new “technique” is to provide
additional insurance that a s. 35 land-based right that is not in the treaty will not be
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able to be asserted or exercised:

“If it was found that the non-assertion commitment was not enforceable
or did not achieve its purposes for a particular section 35 land-based
right, a “fall-back release" of that land-based right would apply. The
release would apply whether or not the land-based right was
characterized as a "self-government right”.
30.

As made clear in the Ministerial Recommendations (Annex A, p. 25, para. 5):

“The Aboriginal group would provide a release for past infringement of
section 35 land-based rights and for any infringement of section 35
land-based rights alleged to have occurred while the non-assertion
commitment applied.”
31.

In regard to a section 35 right which is not land-based and which is not set out in the
Dogrib Agreement, similar restrictions apply as described above for s. 35 land-based
rights (see Ministerial Recommendations, Annex A, p. 26, paras. 8 et seq.).

32.

However, should the Dogrib wish to exercise such a s. 35 right that is not land-based,
it would be obliged to comply with the following:
i)

Attempt to negotiate an amendment to the Agreement in order to
define, in the Agreement, what the Dogrib wished to exercise; and

ii)

if required by the government, obtain a judicial affirmation of the
existence of any such Aboriginal right and its scope, as a condition of such
negotiations. (See Ministerial Recommendations, Annex A, p. 26, paras.
11 & 12.)

33.

These proposed conditions appear far too onerous and one-sided. They could have the
effect of compelling the Dogrib to seek a judicial affirmation of their s. 35 right that is
not land-based - even if the Dogrib did not wish to litigate this issue in the courts. In any
given circumstance, the Dogrib may not wish to risk a judicial determination or may not
wish to devote the necessary financial resources to litigate the particular right in
dispute. Yet, if the Dogrib refuse to initiate legal proceedings, the only alternative
according to the “new technique” is not to assert or exercise the right concerned.

34.

Should the Dogrib succeed in the litigation of the disputed s. 35 right and the Dogrib
Agreement were not amended, then they still “could not exercise the Aboriginal right
described in the affirmation in any way that would be inconsistent with any provision of
the Dogrib Agreement.” (See Ministerial439
Recommendations, Annex A, p. 26, para.
13(b).)
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35.

In regard to the negotiation of self-government, similar one-sided and onerous
conditions are said to apply as described in the preceding paragraphs of this opinion.

36.

For example, it is said that a new self-government treaty, that is not a comprehensive
land claims agreement, shall not prejudice the certainty and finality achieved with
respect to s. 35 land-based rights recognized in existing land claims treaties or historic
treaties. (See Ministerial Recommendations, Annex B, p. 27, para. 3.) This requirement is
highly restrictive. It seeks to limit or freeze self-government rights, in a manner that
remains consistent with treaties signed at an earlier period of time. This seeks to
severely restrict the right of Aboriginal peoples to self-determination. Yet all of this is
proposed in the interests of “certainty” and “finality”, in favour of non-Aboriginal
governments and people.

37.

If a new self-government treaty is also a comprehensive land claims agreement, then
the same certainty and finality requirements as found in the Comprehensive Claims
Policy shall apply in relation to section 35 land-based rights. This would be the inflexible
rule, regardless of whether the rights would be characterized as self-government rights.
(See Ministerial Recommendations, Annex B, p. 27, para. 2.)

38.

In virtually all of the above cases where the s. 35 rights are not included in a treaty, the
new technique of the federal government seeks to ensure that there will be no
unilateral exercise of these rights by First Nations. Instead, the government seeks to
subject these rights to prior negotiations before they can be exercised.

39.

However, s. 35 rights are pre-existing rights safeguarded by the Constitution Act, 1982
and they should not be compelled to be subjected to prior negotiation. Rights of First
Nations that are inherent do not require the prior approval or recognition by others. If
the federal government seeks to prevent unilateral exercise of government powers
(see Ministerial Recommendations, p. 18, para. 46) then equivalent rules should also
apply to non-Aboriginal governments in favour of First Nations.

40.

Clearly, during the long and continuing history that non-Aboriginal governments have
unilaterally exercised their powers in Canada, non-Aboriginal governments have
inflicted great suffering and damage upon First Nations. Much of this damage has never
been appropriately redressed. In view of this tragic history, it is most curious that the
federal government now seeks to limit the unilateral exercise of inherent rights and
powers by First Nations governments instead of policing itself.

41.

The denial of the human rights of Aboriginal peoples has left an indelible black mark
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throughout Canada’s history. Therefore, it makes little sense to currently adopt
federal policies that seek to “de-emphasize the focus on rights”. Yet this is precisely
what the federal Inherent Rights Policy has sought to date to attain:

“The inherent right policy sought to de-emphasize the focus on rights
in favour of developing practical governance arrangements that would
improve conditions in Aboriginal communities and provide a framework
for new intergovernmental relationships.”
42.

Despite what the federal Inherent Rights Policy might provide, “practical governance
arrangements” and “new intergovernmental relationships” can hardly be accomplished
in a fair and just manner if it is “practical” in a one-sided manner in favour of nonAboriginal interests. Moreover, new governmental relationships are most unlikely to
be successful, if First Nations jurisdictions are to a large degree restricted in ways that
are not applied equally to non-Aboriginal governments.

Conclusions
43.

The proposed new technique - the “non-assertion/fall-back release technique” - is
yet another federal government attempt to unjustly restrict the recognition and
natural evolution of the Aboriginal rights of Aboriginal peoples in Canada.

44.

As the Ministerial Recommendations (p. 6, para. 26) concede, the “lack of consistency in
techniques for land claims Agreements may cause confusion and raise concerns about
the effectiveness of the techniques.” There is a great deal of truth in this statement.

45.

In order to negotiate treaty arrangements, First Nations should not be compelled to
accept whatever techniques the federal government has approved for achieving what is
basically the same effect as “surrender”. It is especially unconscionable for the federal
government to suggest in its “Communications Overview” (Ministerial
Recommendations, page 8, para. 6) that a “Dogrib Agreement would establish a
template for other NWT outstanding land claims.”

46.

It is also dishonest on the part of the federal government to refuse to carry out a national
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consultation on its proposed new technique since it could have farreaching impacts on the rights of any First Nations affected. Instead, the
government intends to wait until a Dogrib Agreement is finalized, before
announcing that this new technique has been approved by the federal
Cabinet. (See Ministerial Recommendations, Communication Plan,
Annex C, p. 29, para. 1.)
47.

In regard to the “non-assertion/fall-back release technique”, currently being
proposed by the federal government, it would be most difficult to conclude that this
technique is significantly different in effect from “surrender” of Aboriginal rights. In
fact, the Ministerial Recommendations (p. 14, para. 24) confirm that the central
objective is to achieve the same effect:

“With respect to section 35 land-based rights, the new technique
would achieve substantially the same certainty and finality as either
the modification/release technique approved for the Nisga’a
Agreement or the up-front surrender provided by other land claim
agreements, and would therefore meet the certainty and finality
requirements of the comprehensive claims policy.”
48.

A further problem in treaty-making is that there is still no genuine concern, on the
part of the federal and other governments, to fully safeguard Aboriginal and treaty
rights. For example, in the Ministerial Recommendations (p. 21, para. 57), it is said
that “all rights in the Dogrib Agreement would be protected under section 35 of the
Constitution Act, 1982.” Regrettably, the actual effects could prove to be quite
different.

49.

What is not disclosed by these governments is that they do not necessarily consider
that all of the provisions in the treaty would be considered to be “rights”, although
these provisions favour the Aboriginal people concerned. For example, in the case of
the 1975 James Bay and Northern Québec Agreement (JBNQA), the federal and
Québec governments take the position that only certain provisions of this treaty
contain “rights” - other sections are said to be only “privileges” or “benefits” that
have no constitutional protection. This is clearly not the understanding of the First
Nations that are parties to the JBNQA.

50.

In view of all of the problems and challenges described in this opinion, it would
appear critical to establish a flexible and principled framework for any future treaty
negotiations. Ideally, this should be done at a national level.
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51.

This framework should be wholly consistent with the principle that Aboriginal
peoples are “peoples” with the right to self-determination. In addition, it would
appear most advantageous to underline that the Aboriginal rights of Aboriginal
peoples are collective

human rights that are inalienable. In particular, these basic rights are not
subject to “surrender” or “extinguishment”, or other forms of destruction.
52.

In light of these human rights principles, it is not a valid objective for the federal,
provincial or territorial governments to continue to seek “surrenders” - or any
alternatives that seek to attain substantially the same effect as these “surrenders”.

53.

To date, federal alternatives to “surrender” fail to fully respect the obligation in s.
35 of the Constitution Act, 1982 - namely to recognize and affirm the Aboriginal
rights of Aboriginal peoples in Canada.

54.

Instead, notions of “certainty” and “finality” have been introduced that are clearly
one- sided and self-serving. These notions are not being applied to non-Aboriginal
governments in any equivalent manner. In many instances, these notions would
stifle the growth, evolution and exercise of Aboriginal rights.

55.

In the current intersocietal context, the perspectives of Aboriginal peoples are to be
given equal weight to those of others in Canada. Yet it must be concluded that this
principle is not being respected by the federal government. This is especially evident
in federal government “techniques” and other related approaches and policies that
profoundly impact upon Aboriginal peoples and their fundamental status and rights.
°°°°*°°°°

ADDITIONAL DOCUMENTS AVAILABLE ON CANADIAN FIRST NATION AFFAIRS
FROM RUSSELL DIABO
If you are interested in obtaining pdf files of any of these documents, or getting on his list serve,
contact Russell Diabo at: rdiabo@rogers.com.
Métis Government Recognition and Self-Government Agreement -between- Métis
Nation of Alberta -and- Canada:
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This attached agreement is a template Self-Government Agreement the Trudeau government is
pushing at so-called “Recognition and Self-Determination” Tables for BOTH Metis and First
Nations in Treaty and Non-Treaty Areas. I know this for a fact!
I have seen this same template agreement with the term “First Nations” instead of “Metis”
throughout the agreement.
This agreement confirms Canada’s (Chretien’s) 1995 so-called ‘Inherent Right’ to SelfGovernment Policy is still in force!
To me this proves the federal Indigenous “distinctions based” approach is just a cover for a panIndigenous approach to section 35 rights. In my opinion it is to undermine and water down First
Nation rights.
Add to this the fact that the Metis are involved in the “redesign” of the comprehensive claim and
‘Inherent right’ policies, as the Crown-Indigenous Relations Departmental plan for 2020-2021
states:
CIRNAC will continue ongoing work with First Nations, Inuit and Métis to redesign the
Comprehensive Land Claims and Inherent Right policies. CIRNAC will continue to work
in partnership with pre-1975 treaty First Nations through treaty commissions in
Saskatchewan and Manitoba on the affirmation of Indigenous rights and selfdetermination as well as through treaty discussion tables. [emphasis added]
This document also proves to me that the federal so-called “Recognition and Self-Determination”
Tables are to channel Indigenous Peoples (First Nations, Metis & Inuit) into Canada’s (Chretien’s)
1995 ‘Inherent Right’ to Self-Government Policy, which so far, has not been replaced or
“redesigned” as the Trudeau government puts it.
~~~~~
Canada-Aboriginal Process: First Ministers’ Meeting - Kelowna.
~~~~~
Continued Racism and Discrimination of Secwépemc Peoples by Continued
Construction of and Issuance of Permits for Trans Mountain Pipeline Expansion
Project without Secwépemc Peoples Free, Prior Informed Consent
~~~~~~
The Indian Act: Protection, Control, Or Assimilation? A Review Of Crown Policy &
Legislation, 1670-1996. - 16 September 1996.
Prepared under the direction of AFN National Chief Ovide Mercredi in 1996, while I was AFN
Indian Act Amendments Coordinator. Written by Peter Di Gangi and edited by me.
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It was written for Chiefs, Councils, Advisors and Peoples, but it is a good primer for anyone who
wants to know about the Indian Act, which is still in force today for the majority of Indian Bands
and Band Councils across Canada.
~~~~~
NARWHAL ARTICLE - Industry, government pushed to abolish Aboriginal title at issue in
Wet'suwet'en stand-off, docs reveal with 3 pdf files
In 1997, when the Doctrine of Discovery-Supreme Court of Canada Delgamuukw decision was
issued I was working as a Research Director for a Traditional Use Study of the Neskonlith &
Adams Lake Bands. I worked mainly with Neskonlith Chief Art Manuel, who was also
spokesperson for Interior Alliance Nations in the South Central part of BC.
In response to the Delgamuukw decision, the BC government worked with the feds to speed up
the British Columbia Treaty Commission surrender process while Chief Art Manuel pushed to
create the AFN Delgamuukw Implementation Strategic Committee (DISC) where DISC worked
for recognition of Aboriginal Title by 1) convincing the federal government to change the
Comprehensive Land Claims Policy to conform to the Delgamuukw decision; or if the feds didn’t
agree to change their policy 2) Seek a judicial review of the federal Comprehensive Land Claims
Policy in light of the Delgamuukw decision, but there was an AFN election in 2000 and the new
National Chief Matthew Coon Come killed our DISC process!
~~~~~
URGENT! Defenders of the Land, Truth Campaign, Idle No More Networks - Statement of
Support For Wet'suwet'en Hereditary Chiefs & Clans
~~~~~
Example of Trudeau Government's Conversion of Indian Act Bands Into 4th Level SelfGovernment - Anishinabek Nation Governance Agreement (Anga) Legal Review
>>>>))))+((((<<<<
MEDIA NOTES
University of Arizona Press listings include: Chie Sakakibara, Whale Snow: Iñupiat, Climate
Change, and Multispecies Resilience in Arctic Alaska (304 pp.Hardcover ($100.00), Paperback
($35.00), Ebook ($35.00); Lloyd L. Lee, Diné Identity in a Twenty-First-Century World (104
pp. Paperback ($19.95), Ebook ($19.95); Thomas E. Sheridan (Editor), Stewart B.
Koyiyumptewa (Editor), Anton Daughters(Editor), Dale S. Brenneman (Editor), T. J.
Ferguson (Editor), Leigh
J.
Kuwanwisiwma(Editor), LeeWayne
Lomayestewa (Editor) Moquis and Kastiilam: Hopis, Spaniards, and the Trauma of History,
Volume II, 1680–1781 (536 pp. Hardcover ($75.00), Ebook ($75.00); Edward H.
Spicer, Cycles of Conquest: The Impact of Spain, Mexico, and the United States on the Indians
of the Southwest, 1533–1960 (632 pp. Ebooks (Open Access)Read Online Paperback ($45.00);
Simón Ventura Trujillo, Land Uprising: Native Story Power and the Insurgent Horizons of
Latinx Indigeneity (272 pp. Hardcover ($55.00), Ebook ($55.00); Marianne O.
Nielsen (Editor), Karen Jarratt-Snider (Editor), Traditional, National, and International
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Law and Indigenous Communities (224 pp. Paperback ($35.00), Ebook ($35.00); Lee Panich,
Narratives of Persistence: Indigenous Negotiations of Colonialism in Alta and Baja California
(240 pp. Hardcover ($55.00), Ebook ($55.00); Karen Jarratt-Snider (Editor), Marianne O.
Nielsen (Editor), Indigenous Environmental Justice (232 pp. Paperback ($35.00), Ebook
($35.00); Nathaniel Morris, Soldiers, Saints, and Shamans: Indigenous Communities and
the Revolutionary State in Mexico’s Gran Nayar, 1910–1940 (392 pp.Hardcover ($55.00);
Vladimir R. Gil Ramón, Fighting for Andean Resources: Extractive Industries, Cultural
Politics, and Environmental Struggles in Peru (304 pp. Hardcover ($60.00), Ebook ($60.00);
Michelle Erai, Girl of New Zealand: Colonial Optics in Aotearoa (200 pp. Paperback
($29.95), Ebook ($29.95); Jeffery M. Paige, Indigenous Revolution in Ecuador and Bolivia,
1990–2005 (352 pp. Hardcover ($65.00), Ebook ($65.00); Marcela VásquezLéon (Editor), Brian J. Burke (Editor), Timothy J. Finan (Editor), Cooperatives,
Grassroots Development, and Social Change: Experiences from Rural Latin America (240 pp.
Ebooks (Open Access)Read Online, Hardcover ($55.00); Carwil Bjork-James, The Sovereign
Street: Making Revolution in Urban Bolivia (304 pp. Hardcover ($55.00), Ebook ($55.00);
Nicholas Q. Emlen, Language, Coffee, and Migration on an Andean-Amazonian Frontier
(304 pp. Hardcover ($60.00), Ebook ($60.00), all from the University of Arizona Press, 355 S.
Euclid Ave., Suite 103, Tucson, AZ 85701, phone/fax (800) 426-3797,
http://www.uapress.arizona.edu/.
Offerings from the University of Hawaii Press include: Davida Malo, Edited by Jeffrey Lyon , The
Moʻolelo Hawaiʻi of Davida Malo Volume 1: Ka ‘Ōlelo Kumu (640 pp. For $64 Cloth); Davida
Malo, Edited and Translated by Charles Langlas and Jeffrey Lyon, with a new biographical essay
by Noelani Arista, The Moʻolelo Hawaiʻi Of Davida Malo Volume 2: Hawaiian Text And
Translation (416 pp. for $62 cloth); Hirini Mead, Layne Harvey, Pouroto Ngaropo, Te Onehou
Phillis, Mataatua Wharenui: Te Whare i Hoki Mai (380 pp. for $34 paper); Te Kani Kingi, Mason
Durie, Hinemoa Elder, Rees Tapsell, Mark Lawrence, Simon Bennett, Maea te Toi Ora: Māori
Health Transformations (246 pp. for $29 paper); Edited by Te Kawehau Hoskins and Alison
Jones, Critical Conversations in Kaupapa Māori (228 pp. for $29 paper); Edited by Rebecca A.
Stephenson and Mary L. Spencer, Ulithi Atoll, Micronesia: Recalling the Past, Reaffirming the
Future (247 pp. for $40 cloth), All, plus $4 first item, $2 each additional, shipping, from University
of Hawai’i Press, 1840 Kolawalu St., Honolulu, HI 96822 (808)956-8255, uhpbooks@hawaii.edu,
http://www.uhpress.hawaii.edu.
Recent offerings from the University of New Mexico Press include: edited by Valerie Sherer
Mathes; foreword by Albert L. Hurtado, Gender, Race, and Power in the Indian Reform
Movement: Revisiting the History of the WNIA (280 pp. for $65 cloth); Darnella Davis,
Untangling a Red, White, and Black Heritage: A Personal History of the Allotment Era (312
pp. for $29.95 paper); Jim kristofic, Medicine Women: The Story of the First Native American
Nursing School ($24.95 paper); David Yetman, Conflict in Colonial Sonora: Indians, Priests,
and Settlers (288 pp. for $29.95 paper): edited by Carolyne R. Larson, The Conquest of the
Desert: Argentina’s Indigenous Peoples and the Battle for History (256 pp. for $29.95 paper,
$95 cloth); Pilar M. Herr , Contested Nation: The Mapuche, Bandits, and State Formation in
Nineteenth-Century Chile ($65.00x cloth ), all plus $5 for the first item and $1 for each additional,
shipping, from the University of New Mexico Press, MSC04 2820, 1 University of New Mexico,
Albuquerque NM 87131-0001 (505)272-7777 or (800)249-7737, http://www.unmpress.com/.
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University of Nebraska Press offerings include: Edited by William Willard, Alan G. Marshall, and
J. Diane Pearson, Rising from the Ashes: Survival, Sovereignty, and Native America (348 pp.
for $65 cloth or E-book); Charles A. Eastman (Ohiyesa), New introduction by Brenda J. Child ,
The Soul of the Indian: An Interpretation, Special edition, A Bison Classic Edition (156 pages for
$18.95 paper or E-book); Chad L. Anderson, The Storied Landscape of Iroquoia: History,
Conquest, and Memory in the Native Northeast (288 pages for $65 cloth or E-book); Siobhan
Senier, Sovereignty and Sustainability: Indigenous Literary Stewardship in New England (252
pages for $55 cloth or E-book); David C. Beyreis, Blood in the Borderlands: Conflict, Kinship,
and the Bent Family, 1821–1920 (270 pages for $50 cloth or E-book); J. Daniel d'Oney, A
Kingdom of Water: Adaptation and Survival in the Houma Nation (228 pages pages for $60
cloth or E-book); Denise E. Bates, Epilogue by Chairman David Sickey, Coushatta Tribe of
Louisiana, Basket Diplomacy: Leadership, Alliance-Building, and Resilience among the
Coushatta Tribe of Louisiana, 1884-1984 (354 pages for $65 cloth or E-book); Louis V.
Headman, Foreword by Sean O'Neill, Walks on the Ground: A Tribal History of the Ponca
Nation (570 pages for $90 cloth or E-book); Samuel Mniyo and Robert Goodvoice
Edited by Daniel M. Beveridge, With Jurgita Antoine. Foreword by David R. Miller, The Red
Road and Other Narratives of the Dakota Sioux (336 pp. for $75 cloth or E-book); Michael D.
Sullivan Sr., Relativization in Ojibwe (392 pages for $75 cloth or E-book); Edited and with an
introduction by Nicholas A. Robins and Barbara J. Fraser, Landscapes of Inequity:
Environmental Justice in the Andes-Amazon Region (384 pp. for $65 cloth or E-book), all, plus
$5 for the first item, $1 for each additional, from University of Nebraska Press, 1111 Lincoln Mall,
Lincoln, NE 68588 (800)755-1105, pressmail@uni.edu, www.nebraskapress.unl.edu.
Offerings from the University of Oklahoma Pres include: Malcolm Ebright, Rick Hendricks,
Pueblo Sovereignty: Indian Land and Water in New Mexico and Texas (260 pp. for $45.00 cloth,
plus E-book); Edited by Devon A. Mihesuah, Elizabeth Hoover, Foreword by Winona LaDuke,
Indigenous Food Sovereignty in the United States: Restoring Cultural Knowledge, Protecting
Environments, and Regaining Health (390 pp. for $29.95 Paper, plus E-book); Blue Clark, Indian
Tribes of Oklahoma: A Guide (464 pp. for $24.95 Paper, plus E-book); Cori Knudten, Maren
Bzdek, Crossroads of Change: The People and the Land of Pecos (224 pp. for $19.95 Paper, plus
E-book); Erica Cottam, Hubbell Trading Post: Trade, Tourism, and the Navajo Southwest (368
pp. for $29.95 cloth, $21.95 Paper, plus E-book); Justin Gage, We Do Not Want the Gates Closed
between Us: Native Networks and the Spread of the Ghost Dance (368 pp. for $45.00 cloth plus
E-book); Valerie Sherer Mathes, Charles C. Painter: The Life of an Indian Reform Advocate
(308 pp. for $39.95 cloth plus E-book); Terri A. Castaneda, Marie Mason Potts: The Lettered
Life of a California Indian Activist (376 pp. for $45.00 cloth plus E-book); Edited by Richard W.
Starbuck, Records of the Moravians among the Cherokees: Volume Nine: March to Removal,
Part 4 ‘They Shall Not Be Forsaken’ (516 pp. for $40 cloth); Robert J. Bigart, Providing for the
People: Economic Change among the Salish and Kootenai Indians, 1875–1910 (288 pp. for
$45.00 cloth plus E-book); Kate Elliott, Framing First Contact: From Catlin to Russell (174 pp.
for $39.95 cloth plus E-book); Laurence M. Hauptman; Coming Full Circle: The Seneca Nation
of Indians, 1848–1934 (326 pp. for $34.95 cloth, 26.95 Paper plus E-book); Kenny Thomas Sr.,
Edited by Craig Mishler, Crow Is My Boss: The Oral Life History of a Tanacross Athabaskan
Elder (278 pp. for $29.95 cloth, $21.95 Paper); Kathleen J. Bragdon, Native People of Southern
New England, 1650–1775 (312 pp. for $32.95 cloth, $24.95 Paper); Mark van de Logt, Monsters
of Contact: Historical Trauma in Caddoan Oral Traditions (272 pp. for $65.00 cloth,
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$29.95 Paper Plus E-book); Laura Dierksmeier, Charity for and by the Poor: Franciscan and
Indigenous Confraternities in Mexico, 1527–1700 (238 pp. for $55.00 cloth); Mark Santiago, A
Bad Peace and a Good War: Spain and the Mescalero Apache Uprising of 1795–1799 (264 pp.
for $32.95 cloth, $21.95 paper plus E-book); Prof. Ronald Spores Sr., Andrew K. Balkansky, The
Mixtecs of Oaxaca: Ancient Times to the Present (328 pp for $45.00 cloth, $29.95 paper plus Ebook), all, plus $6 for first item, $1.00 for each additional, shipping, from the University of
Oklahoma Press, Attn: Order Department, 2800 Venture Drive, Norman, OK 73069-8218,
www.oupress.com.
Offerings from the University of Alaska Press include: Ray M. Droby, With the Wind and the
Waves: A Guide to Mental Health Practices in Alaska Native Communities (200 pp. for $19.95
paper), all plus $6 first item, $1 each additional, from University of Alaska Press:
www.alaska.edu/uapress.
Books from University of Pennsylvania Press include: Jonas Bens, The Indigenous Paradox:
Rights, Sovereignty, and Culture in the Americas (280 pages: Cloth $79.95, Ebook editions are
available from selected online vendors); Herman L. Bennett, African Kings and Black Slaves:
Sovereignty and Dispossession in the Early Modern Atlantic (240 pages: Cloth 2018 $34.95,
$22.50, Ebook editions are available from selected online vendors), all plus $5 first item, $2 each
additional, from University of Pennsylvania Press, ww.pennpress.org.
Offerings from the University of Kansas Press include: David Wallace Adams, Education for
Extinction: American Indians and the Boarding School Experience: 1875-1928, Second
edition, revised and expanded (472 pp. for $13.95 paper; $50 cloth); Elyssa Ford, Rodeo as
Refuge, Rodeo as Rebellion: Gender, Race, and Identity in the American Rodeo (288 pp, for
$29.95 paper, $70 cloth); Damon R. Bach, The American Counterculture: A History of Hippies
and Cultural Dissidents (360 pp. for $29.95 paper and E-book. $70 cloth), all, plus $6 for first
item, $1.25 for each additional, shipping, from: WWW.kansaspress.ku.edu.
Publications from University of Minnesota Press include: Journals: Native American and
Indigenous Studies, Subscription rates: Individual subscriptions are a benefit of membership in
the Native American and Indigenous Studies Association. NAISA membership is $25–$100
annually. Institutions: $116. Outside USA add $5.00 for each year’s subscription.
Back issues and single copy rate: Individuals: $27.00; Institutions: $54.00; Journal of American
Indian Education, Subscription rates: Individuals: $38.00; Institutions: $87.00.
Outside
USA
add
$5.00
for
each
year’s
subscription.
Back issues and single copy rate: Individuals: $21.50; Institutions: $32.50. Digital subscriptions
available at JSTOR (http://jstor.org/r/umnpress).
University of Chicago publications include: Sumner La Croix, Hawai'i: Eight Hundred Years of
Political and Economic Change (376 pp. fo $60 cloth), order at: www.press.uchicgo.org.
Clear Light Books has numerous Indigenous publications, but as they are not dated in the
catalogue we cannot tell which are new to list here. Books from Clear light are all plus $4.00 first
item, $.50 for each additional, from Clear Light Books, http://www.clearlightbooks.com.
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University of British Columbia Press publications (among many press in the University of Chicago
fall 2020 catalogue) include: Edited by Penny Gurstein and Tom Hutton, Planning on the Edge:
Vancouver and the Challenges of Reconciliation, Social Justice, and Sustainable Development
($37.95 paper, $95 cloth), Edited by Monica E. Mulrennan, Colin H. Scott, and Katherine Scott,
Caring for Eeyou Istchee: Protected Area Creation on Wemindji Cree Territory ($37.95 paper,
$89.95 cloth); Graham White, Indigenous Empowerment through Co-management: Land
Claims Boards, Wildlife Management, and Environmental Regulation (400 pp. for $37.95 paper,
$89.95 cloth); Cole Harris, A Bounded Land: Reflections on Settler Colonialism in Canada (304
pp. for $39.95 cloth); Gary N. Wilson, Christopher Alcantara, And Thierry Rodon, Nested
Federalism and Inuit Governance in the Canadian Arctic (224 pp. for $32.95 paper), order
through the University of Chicago Catalogue: https://press.uchicago.edu/.
University of Utah Press publications encompass: David H. DeJong, The Commissioners of Indian
Affairs: The United States Indian Service and the Making of Federal Indian Policy, 1824 to 2017
(400 pp. for $40 paper, $32 E-book, $75 cloth), from: https://uofupress.com/catalogs.php.
Glenn Aparicio Parry, Original Politics: Making America Sacred Again shows how returning to
the nation's mix of Native and European roots can effectively meet its current problems and heal
its divisions. It is 400 pp. published by Select Books, available from Barnes and Noble for $19.95
paper.
Stephen M Sachs, Bruce E. Johansen, Betty Donohue, Ain Haas, Donna Kay Dial, Sally Wagner,
Jonathan York, Christina A. Clamp, Don Grinde, Amy Fatzinger, Walter S. Robinson and Phyllis
Gagnier, Honoring the Circle: Ongoing Learning from Indians on Politics and Society, in four
volumes shows the extensive impact American Indians have had on Western political thought and
practice since first contact, and how continued learning from Indians can help solve major
problems for living well together and with the Earth, to be published this summer by Waterside
Productions and available on Amazon.
Collin G. Galloway, The Indian World of George Washington: The First President, the First
Americans, and the Birth of the Nation is published by Oxford University Press and is $15.99
pap4,
$18.95
cloth
and
$1439
Kindle
from
amazon:
https://www.amazon.com/dp/0190652160/ref=rdr_ext_tmb.
Samuel Meyers and Howard Frumkin, Protect humanity by protecting nature presents a
comprehensive, integrated approach to solving problems at the interface between planetary
changes and human health. The book explores how accelerating environmental change affects each
dimension of human health. It then turns to a rich terrain of solutions by reimagining our cities,
our food and energy systems, and even our economics and ethics. The result is an optimistic
introduction to a field that researchers and universities are adopting worldwide. It may be ordered
from
its
publisher,
Island
Press:
https://islandpress.org/exam?title=Planetary%20Health&isbn=9781610919661&utm_source=Isl
and+Press+Educators+Newsletter&utm_campaign=04a5189c6bEMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2020_05_18_03_18&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_f0596f1ad804a5189c6b-54233449.
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Tory McCagg, At Crossroads With Chickens: A “What If It Works? Adventure in Off-Grid
Living And Quest For Home, unfolds a personal experience leading to finding, "If there’s one
thing these times are telling us, it’s that try as we may, humans cannot dominate nature." "Instead,
we must strive to steward the earth to the best of our ability. At the same time, we must recognize
that doing so comes with myriad fathomless paradoxes--each of which is an invitation to
become aware of and take responsibility for the consequences of our choices." The book is $23.00
on Amazon.
Bruce McIvor, First Peoples Law: Essays on Canadian Law and Decolonization is $25 Canadian
in paper from Amazon. A free download id available from the author at:
https://www.firstpeopleslaw.com/public-education/publications.php. The author states, "The
essays in this collection are part of my contribution to advancing and protecting Indigenous
Peoples' rights in Canada. They are grounded in my training as a lawyer and historian, informed
by my legal work on behalf of Indigenous Peoples' across Canada, and inspired by my clients'
strength and optimism. I hope you find them informative, engaging and encouraging."
The
Author
offers
a
free
weekly
Aboriginal
Law
Report,
at:
https://www.firstpeopleslaw.com/subscribe.
HAU Books offers: Diego Madi Dias, Subverted Kinship: Nurturing and Inhabiting Gender in
Amerindian Philosophy (285 pp, for $25 paper); William E. Mitchell, A Witch’s Hand: Curing,
Killing, Kinship, and Colonialism among the Lujere of New Guinea’s River Basin is 500 pp. for
$40 paper from HAU, order through the University of Chicago Catalogue:
https://press.uchicago.edu/.
Indian Country Today (ICT) began a weekly newscast, April 6, 2020, to informal tribal nations
and people about the COVID-19 pandemic an to discuss other stories, available on TV daily at 4:00
pm Eastern Time, and on the web at: https://indiancountrytoday.com/newscasts/.
~~~
Ph.D. Dissertations from Universities Around the World on Topics Relating to Indians in
the Americas, Compiled from Dissertation Abstracts
Jonathon Erlen, Ph.D., History of Medicine Librarian, Health Sciences Library System
University of Pittsburgh, erlen@pitt.edu
and
Jay Toth, M.A., Professor of Anthropology, SUNY Freedonia, jtoth@atlanticbb.net
IPJ hosts a regularly updated data base of American Indian related Ph.D. from 2006 – the
present. The dissertation coverage includes all languages and is international in scope as far as
Dissertation Abstracts covers. This includes most European universities, South African
universities, and a few in the Far East. They do not cover all the universities in the world, but do
a pretty good job covering first world universities. There is no coverage of Latin American
universities' dissertations. The data base is updated in each Winter and Summer issue of IPJ, and
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sometimes between issues. Since ProQuest, the proviser of the lists of dissertations from which
Jonathan and Jay find Indigenous dissertations, no longer goes by months/years there will be titles
from various years added in the updates.
Dissertation
abstracts
Data
http://indigenouspolicy.org/index.php/ipj/thesis

Base

2006

–

the

present:

<><><>
Useful Web Sites
Environmental Web Sites
Indigenous Environmental Network serves as an Indigenous voice on environmental issues,
at: http://www.ienearth.org/.
UN NGO Climate Change Caucus, with numerous task forces, is at: http://climatecaucus.net.
The Seeding Sovereignty Collective is at seedingsovereignty.org.
On the Frontlines of Climate Change: A global forum for indigenous peoples, small islands
and
vulnerable
communities
can
be
subscribed
to
at:
http://www.climatefrontlines.org/lists/?p=subscribe. See postings on the website at:
http://www.climatefrontlines.org/en-GB/node/148.
350.org works around the world on climate change related issued, at: www.350.org.
Greenpeace engages on many environmental concerns, at: greenpeace.org/usa/ and
greenpeace.org/.
Friends of the Earth is involved world wide in environmental advocacy, at: foei.org.
The Union of Concerned Scientists (UCS) works on a variety of environmental, as well as
other, issues, at: www.ucsusa.org.
Environmental Action is active on numerous environmental issue, at: environmental-action.org.
Environment America works on
https://environmentamerica.webaction.org.

environmental

issue

in

the

U.S.

at:

Food and Water Watch is active on a variety of issues relating to water and food, at:
https://www.foodandwaterwatch.org and https://secure.foodandwaterwatch.org.
The Wilderness Society works on environmental issues, particularly concerning preserving
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"wild places." at: wilderness.org.
Ocean River Institute works on river and other water issue, at: oceanriver.org.
The National Wildlife Federation, at: nwf.org, and The National Wildlife Federation
Action Fund, at: https://online.nwf.org/site/SPageNavigator/ActionCenter, are concerned
with environmental issues involving wildlife in the U.S.
The Nuclear Information and Resource Service includes in its work nuclear environmental
issues, at: nirs.org.
The National Parks Conservation Association (NPCA) includes in its concerns
environmental issues relating to U.S. national parks, at: npca,org and https://secure.npca.org/
Earth Policy Institute, dedicated to building a sustainable future as well as providing a plan of
how to get from here to there: www.earthpolicy.org.
Wiser Earth lists more than 10,700
organizations
at:
http://www.wiserearth.org/organization/

environmental

and environmental justice

Earthwatch, the world’s largest environmental volunteer organization, founded in 1971,
works globally to help the people of the planet volunteer realize a sustainable environment:
http://www.earthwatch.org/.
Avaaz.org works internationally on environmental and peace and justice issues:
http://www.avaaz.org.
The Environmental Defense Fund works on a variety of environmental issues and policy,
including global warming induced climate change, primarily in the U.S.: http://edf.org.
Earthjustice focuses on environmental issues and action: http://action.earthjustice.org.
The Sierra Club works on environmental issues in the United States: http://action.sierraclub.org.
SaveOurEnvironemnt.org, a coalition of environmental organizations acting politically in the
U.S.: http://ga3.org/campaign/0908_endangered_species/xuninw84p7m8mxxm.
The National Resources Defense Council works on a variety of environmental issues in the
U.S.: NRhttp://www.nrdconline.org/
Care 2 is concerned about a variety of issues, including the environment: http://www.care2.com/.
Rainmakers Oceania studies possibilities for restoring the natural environment and humanity's
rightful place in it, at: http://rainmakers-ozeania.com/0annexanchorc/about-rainmakers.html.
452

453

Green Ships, in fall 2008, was is asking Congress to act to speed the development of new energy
efficient ships that can take thousands of trucks off Atlantic and Pacific Coast highways, moving
freight up and down the costs with far less carbon emissions and more cheaply:
http://www.greenships.org.
Carbon Fund Blog carries climate change news, links to green blogs, and a green resource list,
at: http://carbonfund.blogspot.com/2008/03/sky-is-falling.html. Carbon Fund is certifying
carbon
free
products
at:
http://www.carbonfund.org/site/pages/businesses/category/CarbonFree.
Grist carries environmental news and commentary: http://www.grist.org/news/,
Green Inc. is a new blog from The New York Times devoted to energy and the environment at:
greeninc.blogs.nytimes.com.
Planting Peace is, "A Resource Center for news and activities that seek to build a powerful
coalition to bring about cooperation and synergy between the peace movement, the climate
crisis movement, and the organic community." Their web site includes extensive links to
organizations, articles, videos and books that make the connections, at:
http://organicconsumers.org/plantingpeace/index.cfm, Planting Peace is sponsored by the
Organic Consumers Association: http://organicconsumers.org/.
The Global Climate Change Campaign: http://www.globalclimatecampaign.org/.
The Audubon Society reports on and works on issues focused on birds, at: audubon.org.
Peace & Security Funding Index: An Analysis of Global Foundation Grantmaking is
available at: http://peaceandsecurityindex.org.
Oxfam America’s interactive website: http://adapt.oxfamamerica.org shows how social
vulnerability and climate variability impact each county in the U.S. Southwest region. The
methodology exposes how social vulnerability, not science, determines the human risk to
climate change.
The center for defense information now carries regular reports on Global Warming
& International Security at: http://www.cdi.org.
American Indian and International Indigenous Web Sites
National Congress of American Indians, ncaipress@NCAI.org, http://www.ncai.org, or 202466-7767
Native American Contractors Association, 202-758-2676, http://nativecontractors.org
National Indian Health Board, 202-507-4071, https://www.nihb.org
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National Council on Urban Indian Health, 202-544-0344, https://www.ncuih.org/index
National Indian Education Association, 202-544-7290, http://www.niea.org
National American Indian Housing Council, 202-789-1754, http://naihc.net
National Indian Child Welfare Association, 503-222-4044, https://www.nicwa.org
Self-Governance Communication & Education Tribal Consortium, 918-302-0252,
https://www.tribalselfgov.org/about-sgce/staff/."
CELANEN: A Journal of Indigenous Governance is produced by the Indigenous Governance
Program at the University of Victoria, at: http://web.uvic.ca/igov/research/journal/index.htm.
CELANEN (pronounced CHEL- LANG-GEN) is a Saanich word for "our birthright, our
ancestry, sovereignty" and sets the tone for this annual publication containing articles, poetry,
and commentary.
Native Research Network is now at: www.nativeresearchnetwork.org. Its vision statement
is: "A leadership community of American Indian, Alaska Native, Kanaka Maoli, and Canadian
Aboriginal persons promoting integrity and excellence in research". Its mission is "To provide
a pro-active network of American Indian, Alaska Native, Kanaka Maoli, and Canadian
Aboriginal persons to promote and advocate for high quality research that is collaborative,
supportive and builds capacity, and to promote an environment for research that operates on the
principles of integrity, respect, trust, ethics, cooperation and open communication in
multidisciplinary fields". The Native Research Network (NRN) provides networking and
mentoring opportunities, a forum to share research expertise, sponsorship of research events,
assistance to communities and tribes, and enhanced research communication. The NRN places
a special emphasis on ensuring that research with Indigenous people is conducted in a culturally
sensitive and respectful manner. Its Member List serve: NRN@lists.apa.org.
The American Journal of Indigenous Studies is a quarterly journal by the American Scholarly
Research Association (ASRA), at: www.ASRAresearch.or.
The Enduring Legacies Native Cases Initiative began in 2006 as a partnership between The
Evergreen State College, Northwest Indian College, Salish Kootenai College, and Grays Harbor
College. Our goal is to develop and widely disseminate culturally relevant curriculum and
teaching resources in the form of case studies on key issues in Indian Country:
http://nativecases.evergreen.edu/about.html.
The National Indian Housing
http://www.naihc.indian.com/.

Council

offers

a

number

of

reports

at:

The
American
Indian
Studies Consortium
is
at:
http://www.cic.uiuc.edu/programs/AmericanIndianStudiesConsortium/.
Some news sources that have been useful in putting the issues of Indigenous Policy together are:
For reports of U.S. government legislation, agency action, and court decisions: Hobbs, Straus,
Dean and Walker, LLP, 2120 L Street NW, Suite 700, Washington, DC 20037,
http://www.hobbsstraus.com.
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Indian Country Today: http://www.indiancountry.com/index.cfm?key=15.
News from Indian Country: http://www.indiancountrynews.com/.
The Navajo Times: http://www.navajotimes.com/.
IndianZ.com: http://www.indianz.com.
Pechanga Net: http://www.pechanga.net/NativeNews.html
Survival International: http://www.survival-international.org/.
Cultural Survival: http://209.200.101.189/publications/win/, or http://www.cs.org/.
Censored (in Indian Country): http://bsnorrell.blogspot.com/.
ArizonaNativeNet is a virtual university outreach and distance learning telecommunications
center devoted to the higher educational needs of Native Nations in Arizona, the United States
and the world through the utilization of the worldwide web and the knowledge-based and
technical resources and expertise of the University of Arizona, providing resources for Native
Nations nation-building, at: www.arizonanativenet.com The Forum for 'friends of Peoples
close to Nature' is a movement of groups and individuals, concerned with
the survival of Tribal peoples and their culture, in particular hunter-gatherers:
http://ipwp.org/how.html. Tebtebba (Indigenous Peoples' International Centre for Policy
Research and Education), with lists of projects and publications, and reports of numerous
Indigenous meetings: http://www.tebtebba.org/.
Andre Cramblit (andrekar@ncidc.org) has begun a new Native news blog continuing his
former Native list serve to provide information pertinent to the American Indian
community. The blog contains news of interest to Native Americans, Hawaiian Natives and
Alaskan Natives. It is a briefing of items that he comes across that are of broad interest to
American Indians. News and action requests are posted as are the occasional humorous entry.
The newsletter is designed to inform you, make you think and keep a pipeline of information
that is outside the mainstream media. “I try and post to it as often as my schedule permits I scan
a wide range of sources on the net to get a different perspective on Native issues and try not to
post stuff that is already posted on multiple sources such as websites or other lists”. To
subscribe to go to: http://andrekaruk.posterous.com/.
Sacred Places Convention For Indigenous Peoples provides resources for protecting sacred
places world wide. Including, news, journals, books and publishing online Weekly News and
providing an E-mail list serve, as well as holding conferences. For information go to:
http://www.indigenouspeoplesissues.com.
Mark
Trahant
Blog,
Trahant
Reports,
is
at:
http://www.marktrahant.org/marktrahant.org/Mark_Trahant.html/
The journal of the Native American and Indigenous Studies Association, Native American and
Indigenous Studies (NAIS): Subscription rates: Individual subscriptions are a benefit of
membership in the Native American and Indigenous Studies Association. NAISA membership is
$25–$100 annually. Institutions: $116. Outside USA add $5.00 for each year’s subscription.
Back issues and single copy rate: Individuals: $27.00; Institutions: $54.00. Digital subscriptions
available at JSTOR (http://jstor.org/r/umnpress).
UANativeNet, formerly Arizona NativeNet, is a resource of topics relevant to tribal nations
and Indigenous Peoples, particularly on matters of law and governance.
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The Harvard Project on American Indian Economic Development offers a number of
reports
and
its
“Honoring
Indian
Nations”
at:
http://www.ksg.harvard.edu/hpaied/res_main.htm.
The Seventh generation Fund online Media Center: www.7genfund.org
Native Earthworks Preservation, an organization committed to preserving American Indian
sacred sites, is at: http://nativeearthworkspreservation.org/.
Indianz.Com has posted Version 2.0 of the Federal Recognition Database, an online version
of the Acknowledgment Decision Compilation (ADC), a record of documents that the Bureau
of Indian Affairs has on file for dozens of groups that have made it through the federal
recognition process. The ADC contains over 750 MB of documents -- up from over 600MB in
version 1.2 -- that were scanned in and cataloged by the agency's Office of Federal
Acknowledgment. The new version includes has additional documents and is easier to use. It is
available at: http://www.indianz.com/adc20/adc20.html.
Native News Online.net is at: https://nativenewsonline.net.
Tribal Link has an online blog at: http://triballinknewsonline.blogspot.com.
Restoration Magazine, National Indigenous Women’s Resource Center, is at:
https://rm.niwrc.org/.
Lakota Times is posted weekly at: https://www.lakotacountrytimes.com/.
The National Indian Education Association: http://www.niea.org/.
Climate Frontlines is a global forum for indigenous peoples, small islands and vulnerable
communities,
running
discussions,
conferences
and
field
projects:
http://www.climatefrontlines.org/.
Cry of the Native Refugee web site, http://cryofthenativerefugee.com, is dedicated to “The
True Native American History.”
First Peoples World Wide, focuses "on funding local development projects in Indigenous
communities all over the world while creating bridges between our communities and
corporations, governments, academics, NGOs and investors in their regions. We facilitate the
use of traditional Indigenous knowledge in solving today’s challenges, including climate
change, food security, medicine, governance and sustainable development:"
http://firstpeoples.org.
The RaceProject has a FacE-Book age that is a forum for the dissemination and discussion of
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contemporary Race and Politics issues. It includes a continuing archive of news stories, editorial
opinion, audio, video and pointed exchanges between academics, graduate students and
members of the lay-public. Those interested can visit and sign up to the page at:
http://www.facE-Book.com/RaceProject.
Rematriation Magazine provides A safe, online space for Indigenous women's voices, at:
rematriation.com.
The International Institute
http://tinyurl.com/yaykznz.

for

Indigenous

Resource

Management

is

at:

The Newberry Library received a grant in August, 2007, from the National Endowment for
the Humanities to fund “Indians of the Midwest and Contemporary Issues.” The McNickle
Center will construct this multimedia website designed to marry the Library’s rich
collections on Native American history with state-of-the art interactive web capabilities to
reveal the cultural and historical roots of controversial issues involving Native Americans
today. These include conflicts over gaming and casinos, fishing and hunting rights, the
disposition of Indian artifacts and archeological sites, and the use of Indian images in the media.
In addition to historical collections, the site will also feature interviews with contemporary
Native Americans, interactive maps, links to tribal and other websites, and social networking.
For more information contact Céline Swicegood, swicegoodc@newberry.org.
The site www.pressdisplay.com has scanned and searchable versions of thousands of
newspapers daily from around the world. These are not truncated "online versions". You can
view the actually pages of the paper published for that day. There are also 100's of US papers
included daily. The service also allows you to set search terms or search particular papers daily.
The service will also translate papers into English.
Native Voice Network (NVN: www.NativeVoiceNetwork.org), is a national alliance of
Organizations interested in collaborative advocacy on issues impacting Native people locally
and nationally.
The Northern California Indian Development Council has a web-based archive of traditional
images and
sounds at: http://www.ncidc.org/.
Resource sites in the Indian Child Welfare Act (ICWA): National Indian Child Welfare
Association: http://www.nicwa.org, offers include publications, a library, information packets,
policy information and
research.
NICWA's
Publication
Catalog
is
at: Http://www.nicwa.org/resources/catalog/index.asp’
Information
Packets
are
at:
http://www.nicwa.org/resources/infopackets/index.asp. Online ICWA Courses are at:
http://www.nicwa.org/services/icwa/index.asp. The Indian Child Welfare Act: An
Examination of State Compliance,
from
the Casey
Foundation
is
at:
http://www.casey.org/Resources/Publications/NICWAComplianceInArizona.htm.
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Tribal
Court Clearinghouse ICWA Pages, with a brief review of ICWA and
links to many valuable resources including Federal agencies and Native organizations.
http://www.tribal-institute.org/lists/icwa.htm. Other resource sources
are:
the
Indian
Law
Resource Center: www.indianlaw.org, the
National Indian Justice Center: www.nijc.indian.com. Other sites can be found through
internet
search
engines
such
as
Google. Some research
web
sites
for
ICWA
include:
http://www.calindian.org/legalcenter_icwa.htm,
http://www.narf.org/nill/resources/indianchildwelfare.htm,
http://www.tribalinstitute.org/lists/icwa.htm,
http://www.nicwa.org/library/library.htm,
http://www.nationalcasa.org/JudgesPage/Newsletter-4-04.htm,
http://www.dlncoalition.org/dln_issues/2003_icwaresolution.htm,
http://www.helpstartshere.org/Default.aspx?PageID=401,
http://cbexpress.acf.hhs.gov/articles.cfm?section_id=2&issue_id=2001-0,
http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi- bin/query/z?i104:I04296:i104HUGHES.html,
http://nccrest.edreform.net/resource/13704, http://www.naicja.org,
http://www.tribal-institute.org/.
Tribal College Journal (TCJ) provides to news related to American Indian higher education:
tribalcollegejournal.org.
American Indian Graduate Center: http://www.aigcs.org.
The Minneapolis American Indian Center's Native Path To Wellness Project of the Golden Eagle
Program has developed a publication, Intergenerational Activities from a Native American
Perspective that has been accepted by Penn State for their Intergenerational Web site:
http://intergenerational.cas.psu.edu/Global.html.
The Indigenous Nations and Peoples Law, Legal Scholarship Journal has recently been
created on line by the Social
Science
Research Network, with
sponsorship
by the Center for Indigenous Law, Governance & Citizenship at Syracuse University
College of Law. Subscription to the journal is free, by clicking on: http://hq.ssrn.com/.
The National Council of Urban Indian Health is at: http://www.ncuih.org/.
Wicazo Sa Review, i an interdisciplinary journal devoted to the mission of assisting indigenous
peoples of the Americas in taking possession of their own intellectual and creative pursuits, is at:
https://americanindian.clas.asu.edu/review.
A web site dedicated to tribal finance, www.tribalfinance.org.
Lessons In Tribal Sovereignty, at: http://sorrel.humboldt.edu/~go1/kellogg/intro.html, features
Welcome to American Indian Issues: An Introductory and Curricular Guide for Educators. The
contents were made possible by the American Indian Civics Project (AICP), a project initially
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funded by the W.K. Kellogg Foundation's Native American Higher Education Initiative, The
primary goal of the AICP is to provide educators with the tools to educate secondary students Indian and non-Native alike - about the historical and contemporary political, economic, and
social characteristics of sovereign tribal nations throughout the United States.
The Columbia River Inter-Tribal Fish Commission (CRITFC) has a blog as part of its Celilo
Legacy project, serving as a clearinghouse for public discourse, information, events, activities,
and memorials. The blog is accessible by going to www.critfc.org and clicking on the "Celilo
Legacy blog" image, or by simply entering: www.critfc.org/celilo.
The Coeur d’Alene Tribe of Idaho has Rezkast, a Web site of Native affairs and culture at:
www.rezkast.com.
A listing of the different Alaska Native groups' values and other traditional information is on
the Alaska Native Knowledge website at: www.ankn.uaf.edu.
Red Nation Web Television: www.rednation.com.
A list of Indigenous Language Conferences is kept at the Teaching Indigenous Languages
web site at Northern Arizona University: http://www2.nau.edu/jar/Conf.html.
UNESCO Interactive Atlas of the World's Languages in Danger is at
http://www.unesco.org/culture/ich/index.php?pg=00206. For a detailed cautionary note about
the usefulness of the UNESCO Atlas, see Peter K. Austin's comments. He is the Marit Rausing
chair in field linguistics and director of
linguistics at
SOAS
in
the UK: http://blogs.usyd.edu.au/elac/2009/02/unescos_atlas_of_the_worlds_la_1.ht
The Council of Elders, the governing authority of the Government Katalla-Chilkat Tlingit
(provisional government): Kaliakh Nation (Region XVII) has initiated a web site in order to
expose crimes against humanity committed upon the original inhabitants of Alaska, at:
http://www.katalla-chilkat-tlingit.com/.
An interactive website, www.cherokee.org/allotment, focuses on the Allotment Era in
Cherokee History during the period from 1887 to 1934, when Congress divided American
Indian reservation lands into privately owned parcels that could be (and widely were) sold to
non Indians, threatening tribal existence.
The Blue Lake Rancheria of California launched a web site, Fall 2007, featuring the nation’s
history, philosophy, economic enterprise, community involvement, and other topics, with manylinks. One purpose of the site is to make tribal operations transparent. It is at:
www.bluelakerancheria-nsn.gov.
UN Secretariat of the Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues: www.un.org/indigenous, The
newsletter Message Stick highlighting the activities of the United Nations Permanent Forum
on Indigenous Issues (UNPFII) and
its
Secretariat 05
is
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available
at:
http://www.un.org/esa/socdev/unpfii/news/quarterlynewsle_home1.htm.
Indigenous Rights Quarterly can be accessed at: http://www.aitpn.org/irq.htm.
NGO Society for Threatened Peoples International, in consultative status to the United
Nations ECOSOC, and in participatory status with the Council of Europe, Indigenous Peoples
Department, USA: http://www.gfbv.de.
The Unrepresented Nations and Peoples Organization (UNPO): http://www.unpo.org/.
The Native Studies Research Network, UK, University of East Anglia, Norwich is at:
.http://www.nsrn- uk.org/.
The World Indigenous Higher Education Consortium (WINHEC) and its Journal are online
at: http://www.win-hec.org/. (See the Ongoing Activities Section for more on WINHEC). The
WINHEC site includes links to other Indigenous organizations and institutions.
A
link
on
Latin
American
Indigenous
Peoples:
http://web.worldbank.org/WBSITE/EXTERNAL/COUNTRIES/LACEXT/0,,contentMDK:2
0505834~menuP K:258559~pagePK:146736~piPK:226340~theSitePK:258554,00.html
The Asian Indigenous and Tribal Peoples Network produces occasional
papers and reports at: http://www.aitpn.org/Issues/II-08-07.htm.
>>>-------((((+))))-------<<<
ANNOUNCEMENTS

Call for Opinion Articles:
Central American Alliance of Indigenous and Alternative Media
February 11, 2020
Are you passionate about writing? Do you want to share your opinions on matters that affect your
Indigenous community in Central America? Do you think that your elected officials are doing
good things for Indigenous Peoples in your country? Do you think that Indigenous Peoples are
migrating because of lack of opportunity in their place of origin? Do you feel that Indigenous
Peoples should stand up for their rights as a community in the face of resource extraction? We
want your opinions on these and other relevant topics of interest to Indigenous Peoples!
What is the Central American Alliance of Indigenous and Alternative Media?
The Central American Alliance of Indigenous and Alternative media (Alianza Centroamericana
de Medios Indígenas y Alternativos) is made up of Cultural Survival, EntreMundos, and
the Central American Network of Indigenous Community Radio(Red Centroamericana de Radios
Comunitarias Indígenas, representing 60 radio stations in 7 Central American countries) and our
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objective is to support alternative, independent media controlled by Indigenous Peoples so that
they may contribute to effective democracies that provide adequate and precise information about
Indigenous issues to the public.
What type of articles are we looking for?
•

Articles that tackle a situation or problem faced by any Indigenous community in Central
America in an inclusive way, exposing causes and consequences, but also proposing rights,
solutions, and/or alternatives.

•

Articles that are written from the perspective of the author. We are interested in articles
that clearly reflect what the author thinks about a specific topic based on their experience
and
knowledge
and
that
will
spark
an
interest
in
readers.

•

Articles that explain the topic in a critical manner. The objective is that personal opinion
will motivate readers to reflect and ask questions.

•

Articles that have a clear topic and structure, including an introduction, body, and
conclusion, using language that isn’t obscure, as those types of articles are already
circulated
to
a
different
type
of
audience.

•
•
•

Citation within the article is fine, but the opinion of the author should be the main focus.
The length should be between 1,000 and 1,200 words.
To learn more about how to write opinion articles, consult the following
link: https://concepto.de/articulo-de-opinion/

What type of authors are we looking for?
•

Central American Indigenous People (community members, Indigenous voices, or
Indigenous journalists), activists, Indigenous leaders or students passionate about writing,
who want to share their ideas and worries about Indigenous topics and are open to learning
about and discussing them.

How to apply?
Send us your article attaching a sheet with your name, country, Indigenous Group, email, and
phone to: diana.pastor@culturalsurvival.org
The deadline to send your article is: March 27, 2020
Regarding the selection, dates, and prizes for the articles:
•

•

Selected individuals will be contacted at the end of March. It should be noted that there
is a possibility that authors will be asked to edit the content or structure of their articles
before they are published.
Selected articles will receive a cash award between $50 and $150 USD. The amount
awarded to each author will be decided based on the judgement of the Alliance.
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•

Articles will be shared via the online platforms of Cultural Survival and EntreMundos, as
well as social media. They may also be published in two printed magazines.

•

Articles may be used to produce radio material in Spanish and Indigenous languages, which
will be broadcast via community radio throughout Central America.

To learn more about the Alliance’s member organizations and their primary work, consult the
following links:
Cultural Survival: https://www.culturalsurvival.org/
EntreMundos: http://entremundos.org/ y http://revista.entremundos.org/
Central
American
Network
of
Indigenous
Radio: https://www.facebook.com/RedCAComIndigena/
>>>>>>>>>>>><<<<<<<<<<<<
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