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Indigenous Policy (IPJ) publishes articles, commentary, reviews, news, and announcements
concerning Native American and international Indigenous affairs, issues, events, nations, groups
and media. We invite commentary and dialogue in and between issues.
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INDIGENOUS POLICY PLANS FOR 2020-21
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WE INVITE YOUR HELP AND INPUT
We wish you a fine winter. Indigenous Policy journal is available on the web with e-mail
notification of new issues at no charge. Indigenous Policy puts out two regular issues a year
(Summer and Winter), and since summer 2006, what is now the fall issue serving as the
Proceedings of the Western Social Science Association Meeting American Indian Studies Section.
We are seeking additional editors, columnists and commentators for regular issues, and editors or
editorial groups for special issues, and short articles for each issue. We have via our web site, a
regularly updated and searchable data base of Ph.D. Dissertations from Universities Around the
World on Topics Relating to Indians in the Americas, compiled by Jonathon Erlen and Jay Toth
from Dissertation Abstracts, with recent dissertations also listed separately in each of our regular
Summer and Winter issues. IPJ is on facE-Book, including some important updates since the last
issue, at: https://www.facE-Book.com/indigenouspolicyjournal.
As IPJ is a refereed journal, articles may be posted on a different schedule from the rest of the
journal. New articles may go up either at the same time as regular issues, or be added to already
posted issues, and may or may not remain up when issues change, until replaced by new articles.
Notices go out to our list serve when new issues are posted, and when new articles are posted. To
be added to the list to receive e-mail notice of new postings of issues, and new postings of articles,
send an e-mail to Steve Sachs: ssachs@earthlink.net.
IPJ has been publishing special issues from time to time since winter 2002 and will continue to
do so. These are usually on specific issues. In addition, the Fall issues of IPJ are devoted to
carrying the Proceedings of the American Indian Studies Section of the Western Social Science
Association Meeting held the preceding April. We invite articles, reports, announcements and
reviews of meetings, and media, programs and events, and short reports of news, commentary and
exchange of views, as well as willingness to put together special issues.
Send us your thoughts and queries about issues and interests and replies can be printed in the
next issue and/or made by e-mail. In addition, we will carry Indigenous Studies Network (ISN)
news and business so that these pages can be a source of ISN communication and dialoguing in
addition to circular letters and annual meetings at APSA. In addition to being the newsletter/journal
of the Indigenous Studies Network, we collaborate with the Native American Studies Section of the
Western Social Science Association (WSSA) and provide a dialoguing vehicle for all our readers.
This is your publication. Please let us know if you would like to see more, additional, different, or
less coverage of certain topics, or a different approach or format.
IPJ is a refereed journal. Submissions of articles should go to Editor: Leo Killsback, American
Indian Studies, Arizona State University, Discovery Hall, Room 356, P.O. Box 874603, Tempe,
AZ 85287-4603, (480)727-0061, Leo.Killsback@asu.edu, who will send them out for review. Our
process is for non-article submissions to go to Steve Sachs, who drafts each regular issue. Unsigned
items are by Steve. Other editors then make editing suggestions to Steve. Thomas Brasdefer posts
this Journal on the IPJ web site: http://www.indigenouspolicy.org.

Statement of Purpose
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Indigenous Policy Journal Standards and Philosophy of Publication of Scholarly Articles
In its publication of double-blind, peer-reviewed scholarly articles, the Indigenous Policy
Journal aspires the highest standards of scholarly edification and discourse on policy issues facing
Indigenous peoples. In doing so, the IPJ is informed by the important national and international
policy goals of self-determination and continuance of cultural values of indigenous people. We
advise those submitting their articles to be aware of the United Nations Declaration of the Rights of
Indigenous Peoples, which provides useful guidelines for scholarly inquiry and study of practically
any policy issue that contributes to the continuance of indigenous peoples.
GUIDE TO SUBMITTING WRITINGS TO IPJ
We most welcome submissions of articles, commentary, news, media notes and
announcements in some way relating to American Indian or international Indigenous policy issues,
broadly defined. Please send article submissions electronically attached to e-mail to Editor: Leo
Killsback, American Indian Studies, Arizona State University, Discovery Hall, Room 356, P.O.
Box 874603, Tempe, AZ 85287-4603, (480)727-0061, Leo.Killsback@asu.edu, who will send
them out for review. All non-article submissions (including Research Notes, which usually are nonrefereed articles) go via e-mail to Steve Sachs: ssachs@earthlink.net, or on disk, at: 1916 San
Pedro, NE, Albuquerque, NM, 87110. If you send writings in Word format, we know we can work
with them. We can translate some, but not all other formats into word. If you have notes in your
submission, please put them in manually, as end notes as part of the text. Do not use an automated
footnote/end note system that numbers the notes as you go and put them in a footer such automated
notes are often lost, and if not, may appear elsewhere in the journal, and not in your article, as
several writings are posted together in the same file. If you use any tables in a submission, please
send a separate file(s) for them, as it is impossible to work with them to put on the web when they
are an integral part of a Word text. Some other format/style things are helpful to us, and
appreciated, but not an absolute requirement. As we publish in 12-point Times font, with single
spacing, and a space between paragraphs. It saves us work if we receive writings that way. Many
thanks. We look forward to seeing what you send us.
=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=
UPCOMING EVENTS
ISN PROGRAM AT APSA 2019, September 10-13, 2019, in San Francisco, CA
The Indigenous Studies Network (ISN) plans to put on one or more panels talking circle and
a business meeting at the 2020 American Political Science Association (APSA)
Meeting, September 10 – 13, 2020, in San Francisco, CA,
The call for papers: In line with the conference theme of “Democracy, Difference and
Destabilization”, the Indigenous Studies Network seeks papers that place Indigenous groups and
their politics within the challenges that confront democracies and democratic institutions in the 21st
century. We seek proposals from all subfields in political science including public policy, law,
political participation, intergovernmental relations, political theory, and others that address the
myriad political, legal and policy challenges faced by Indigenous groups now and in the recent
past. We welcome rigorous, theoretically grounded work regardless of topic or approach including
papers from the U.S., Canada, and around the world that help us better understand Indigenous
groups.
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For more information contact ISN Chair Richard
University, RichardWitmer@creighton.edu, or http://www.apsanet.org.

Witmer,

Creighton

WSSA 2020 AMERICAN INDIAN STUDIES SECTION PROGRAM, April 1-4, 2020
The American Indian Studies Section of the Western Social Science Association, at its 62nd
meeting, expects to again have a full program of panels at the association's meeting at the 2020
conference in Portland, OR, at the Portland Marriott Downtown Waterfront, 1401 SW Naito Pkwy,
Portland, OR 97201, April 1-4, 2020. Paper/panel proposals for the American Indian Studies
Section can either be submitted on line by going to: http://www.wssaweb.com, or by sending them
(preferably by E-mail) to AIS section coordinators: Dr. Leo Killsback: Leo.Killsback@asu.edu.
Deadline for proposals, including abstracts, is December 1, 2019. Information, which will
eventually include the preliminary program, can be accessed on line at: http://www.wssaweb.com.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
A list of Indigenous Language Conferences is kept at the Teaching Indigenous Languages web
site at Northern Arizona University: http://www2.nau.edu and among a large number of
linguistic conferences of all types at: http://linguistlist.org/callconf/browse-current.cfm?type=Conf,
and for bilingual education in the U.S. (and some beyond) at Dual Language Education of New
Mexico: http://www.dlenm.org. A list of conferences which have a particular focus on language
documentation and conservation is found at The Resource Network for Linguistic Diversity
(RNLD) at: http://www.rnld.org/conferences. A list of Language conferences and symposia is
posted by AILA (Association Internationale de Linguistique Appliquee) at: https://aila.info.
The D'Arcy McNickle Center for American Indian and Indigenous Studies at the Newberry
Library, in Chicago, has an on-going Newberry Library Seminar in American Indian Studies on
Wednesdays from 5:30 - 7:30 pm at the Newberry, 60 West Walton Street, Chicago, Illinois with a
meal included. “We will pre-circulate papers to those planning to attend. If you cannot attend and
want to read a paper, please contact the author directly. To receive a copy of a paper, email
mcnickle@newberry.org or call (312) 255-3552. Papers are available for request two weeks prior
to the seminar date. Please include your email address in all correspondence.” There are other
occasional events. E-mail: mcnickle@newberry.org or call (312)255-3564 to receive a copy of the
paper via E-mail. For more on this and other events at the Newberry Library go to:
http://www.newberry.org/mcnickle/AISSeminar.html.
National Center for Great Lakes Native American Culture, Inc. P O Box 1063 Portland, IN
47371 Home: 4950 North 750 East Attica, IN 47918 765-426-3022, www.ncglnac.org,
kay.neumayr@ncglnac.com, holds events throughout the year, including: 2018 NCGLNAC
Academic Conference: Great Principal Peacetime Chiefs, April 21, 2018, in the Bubp Building, Jay
County Fairgrounds, Portland, Indiana.
The University of North Carolina Pembroke, Pembroke, NC runs an ongoing Native
American Speakers Series, usually announced shortly ahead of time, and often at the Museum of
the Southeast American Indian, University of North Carolina Pembroke, Pembroke, NC. Among
the upcoming sessions in the speakers’ series is: actress Diane Guerrero, who is best known for her
roles on the Netflix series Orange is the New Black and Superior Donuts on CBS, April 16, 2019.
For more information, email ais@uncp.edu, or call 910.521.6266. Admission to the series is free,
and it is open to the public.
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The Southwestern Political Science Association, which has a Race, Ethnicity and Politics Section,
meets with the Southwestern Social Science Association every October, and often has, and is open to
proposals for Indigenous panels and papers. Upcoming meetings are: Austin, Texas, Hyatt
Regency, October 29-31, 2020; New Orleans, Louisiana, The Monteleone, October 7-9, 2021; San
Antonio, Texas, Hyatt Regency, October 6-8, 2022; Fort Worth, Texas, The Omni, October 26-28,
2023. For more information go to: https://sssaonline.org/annual-meeting/future-meetings/.
NIRAKN Indigenous Knowledge Production: Generating Change through Connections at the
University if Melbourne, in Melbourne, Australia, offers numerous seminars, lectures and
discussions on a range of Indigenous topics. For information go to: http://www.nirakn.edu.au
~~~~
The Society For The Study Of The Indigenous Languages at The Americas Annual Meeting,
including SSILA 2020 is in New Orleans, LA January 2-5, 2020. For information go to:
http://ssila.org.
Post-Secondary Education Think Tank – Sharing a Way Forward with First Nations
Institutions is January 14-15, 2020 in Canada. For information go to: https://www.afn.ca/events/.
7th Intercultural Competence and Mobility: Virtual and Physical: Sixth International
Conference on the Development and Assessment of Intercultural Competence is January 2326, 2020, at Wyndham Grand Loews Ventana Canyon Resort in Tucson, Arizona, and Online. For
details visit: http://cercll.arizona.edu/.
Affiliated Tribes of the Northwest Indians (ATNI) Winter Convention 2020 12 January 27-30
2020 in Portland, OR. For information go to: http://www.atnitribes.org.
The 16th International Conference on Environmental, Cultural, Economic & Social
Sustainability 2020 Special Focus - Sustainability Lessons in the "Global South": Priorities,
Opportunities, and Risks is 29–31 January 2020 at Pontifical Catholic University of Chile &
University of Chile, Santiago, Chile. For details visit: http://onsustainability.com/2020-conference.
6th Annual Wiring the Rez is January 30-31, 2020 at Wild Horse Pass Hotel & Casino, Chandler,
AZ. For details visit: http://www.ncai.org/conferences-events/national-events.
World Sustainable Development Summit 2020: Toward 2030 Goals is January 29-31, 2020 at
India Habitat Center, Lodi Road, New Delhi, India., at India Habitat Centre, Lodhi Road, New
Delhi, India. For details visit: http://wsds.teriin.org.
WABE Winter Institute is January 31-February 1, 2020 at DoubleTree SeaTac, 18740
International Blvd. Seattle, WA 98188. For details go to: https://wabewa.org/events/.
Fourth International Conference on Heritage/Community Languages may be in February
2020. For details visit: http://international.ucla.edu/nhlrc.
NCAIS Graduate Student Conference at the Newberry Library in Chicago may be in February
2020. “The Consortium offers graduate students from NCAIS member institutions an opportunity
7

to present papers in any academic field relating to American Indian Studies at the Graduate Student
Conference. We encourage the submission of proposals for papers that examine a wide variety of
subjects relating to American Indian and Indigenous history and culture broadly conceived. For
details go to http://www.newberry.org/.
The 4nd Annual AFN National Water Symposium and Tradeshow may be in February 2020.
For details go to: http://www.afn.ca/Home/.
7th International Conference on Language Documentation & Conservation: Connecting
Communities, Language, & Technology may be in February or March 2020, at Hawai’i Imin
International Conference Center, Honolulu, Hawai’i. For details go to: http://icldc6.icldchawaii.org/ or https://www.ssila.org/conferences/final-call-for-session-proposals-6th-internationalconference-on-language-documentation-conservation-icldc/.
The National Association for Ethnic Studies (NAES) 48th Annual Conference may be in March
2020. For details contact National Association for Ethnic Studies (NAES), Department of Ethnic
Studies, Colorado State University, 1790 Campus Delivery, Fort Collins, CO 80523-179,
www.ethnicstudies.org.
AIHEC 2020 WINTER Meeting is February 3-6, 2020, may be at the Holiday Inn Capitol,
Washington, DC. For details visit: http://www.aihec.org/who-we-are/calendar.htm.
NCAI 2020 Executive Council Winter Session is February 10-13, 2020, in Washington, DC). For
details visit: http://www.ncai.org/conferences-events/ncai-events.
Colorado Association for Bilingual Education (CABE) Professional Development Conference is
February 12-13, 2020, at University of Colorado at Boulder University Memorial Center 1669
Euclid Avenue Boulder, CO. for details visit: http://www.cocabe.org.
NAAAS & Affiliates (including the National Association of Native American Studies) 2020
Joint National Conference is February 17-22, 2020 in Dallas, TX. For details visit:
https://www.naaas.org.
The Native American-Indigenous Section of the Southwest Popular/American Culture
Association 41st Annual Conference with its Native American/Indigenous Studies section
(Margaret Vaughan, PhD, Metropolitan State University, margaret.vaughan@metrostate.edu) is as
usual
in
Albuquerque,
NM,
February
19-22,
2020.
For
details
go
to:
http://southwestpca.org/conference/call-for-papers/.
32nd Far West PCA/ACA (Popular and American Culture associations), which likely has at
least one American Indian section, is February 21-23, 2020, at the Los Vegas, NV. For
information go to: http://www.fwpca.org/.
NCAIS Graduate Student Conference will be held on Saturday, February 22, 2020. For
information visit: https://www.newberry.org/ncais-graduate-student-conference.
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National Indian Health Board (NIHB) Annual Board Meeting and First Quarterly Board
Meeting is February 25-27, 2020 in Washington, DC. For details visit:
http://www.ncai.org/conferences-events/ncai-events.
49th National Association for Bilingual Education Annual Conference (NABE) is March 6th,
2019,
Conference:
February
25-28,
2020
in
Los
Vegas, NV., 2019. For details go to: http://www.nabe-conference.com.
2020 National Indigenous Elders Aged Care Conference is at Mercure Hotel, Brisbane, QLD,
Australia, February 26-28, 2020. For details go to: https://www.icsconferences.org.
49th Annual National Association for Bilingual Education Conference is in Las Vegas, Nevada,
USA, February 26-28, 2020. For details visit: http://www.nabe-conference.com/index.html.
ICLDC 6: Connecting Communities, Languages, and Technology is February 28-March 3,
2020 at International Conference Center, Honolulu, HI. For details visit: http://icldc-hawaii.org.
Assembly of First Nations National Climate Gathering is March 3 - March 4, 2020 at Coast
High Country Inn, 4051 4th Ave Whitehorse,YukonY1A 1H1Canada. For details visit:
https://www.afn.ca/events/.
Applied Linguistics and Language Teaching International Conference and Exhibition (ALLT
2020): Engaging in Change: New Perspectives of Teaching and Learning is at Zayed
University Convention Centre, Dubai, United Arab Emirates, March 5–7, 2020, For details visit:
https://allt-uae.zu.ac.ae/.
NCAIS Spring Workshop in Research Methods: Sovereignty and Survivance in Spatial
Archives and Urban Landscapes is March 12-14, 2020 in Tulsa, OK by Oklahoma State
University. For details visit: https://www.newberry.org/ncais-spring-workshop-research-methods.
The 43rd Annual California Conference on American Indian Education is March 15-17, 2020
at Hilton Sacramento Arden West, Sacramento, CA. For more information, contact: Achel
McBride: (530)895-4212 x 110, Irma Amaro: (707)464-3512, or Judy Delgado at 916-319-0506,
judelgado@cde.ca.gov, or go to: http://www.ccaie.org/.
NIHB National Tribal Public Health Summit is March 17-19, 2020 at CHI Health Center,
Omaha, Nebraska. For details visit: http://www.ncai.org/conferences-events/ncai-events.
Sixteenth Annual Southeast Indian Studies Conference is on campus at the University of North
Carolina, Pembroke, Pembroke, NC, at the University Center Annex, March 19-20, 2020.
Conference details will be posted to the American Indian Studies http://www.uncp.edu/ais/ and
Southeast American Indian Studies http://www.uncp.edu/sais/ websites as they become available.
AIHEC 2020 Spring Board Meeting is March 19-21 2020 at Albuquerque, NM. For details visit:
http://www.aihec.org/who-we-are/calendar.htm.
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AIHEC 2020 Spring Student Conference is March 23-24 2020 at Albuquerque, NM. For details
visit: http://www.aihec.org/who-we-are/calendar.htm.
Indian Gaming Tradeshow & Convention is March 23-26, 2020 at the San Diego
Convention Center, San Diego, CA. For Information go to: https://indiangaming.org.
2020 Conference of the American Association for Applied Linguistics (AAAL) is March 28 31, 2020 in Denver, CO. For details go to: https://www.aaal.org/news/2020-call-for-proposals.
National Indian Child Welfare Association - 38th Annual Protecting Our Children
Conference is March 29-April 1, 2020, in Denver, CO. For details visit:
http://www.ncai.org/conferences-events/ncai-events.
Alaska Native Studies Conference 2020 may be in April 2020 at the University of Alaska
Fairbanks campus. For information go to: http://alaskanativestudies.org.
48th Annual Symposium on the American Indian is at Northeastern State University, University
Center,
Tahlequah,
OK,
may
be
April
13-18,
2020.
For
details
visit:
https://offices.nsuok.edu/centerfortribalstudies/NSU-Symposium.
NICWA Training Institute training session is April 1-3, 2020 in Denver, CO on Positive Indian
Parenting and Understanding ICWA. For details go to: https://www.nicwa.org/training-institutes/.
SWCOLT (conference on language teaching)/CLTA is April 2-5, 2020 in Anaheim, CA. for
information go to: http://www.swcolt.org/.
NAFOA - 38th Annual Spring Conference is April 6-7, 2020 at the J.W. Marriot, Nashville, TN.
For details visit: http://www.ncai.org/conferences-events/ncai-events.
American Indian Cultures and Literatures area of the PCA/ACA (Popular Culture
Association/American Culture Association) National Conference 2020 is April 15-18, 2020, in
Philadelphia, PA. For details Visit: http://www.pcaaca.org/conference/national.php.
The Western Political Science Association (WPSA) 2020, April 9-11, 2020, is at the J.W.
Marriott Hotel, L.A. Live, Los Angeles, CA, and will likely include one or more Race, Ethnicity
and Politics panels that could include Indigenous issues. For details go to:
http://wpsa.research.pdx.edu/
United
Nations
Permanent
Forum
on
Indigenous
Issues
(UNPFII)
https://www.un.org/development/desa/indigenouspeoples/unpfii-sessions-2/sessions.html
18th
Session will be held at the United Nations Headquarters in New York, April 13-24, 2020, with the
Special theme: “Peace, justice and strong institutions: the role of indigenous peoples in
implementing Sustainable
Development
Goal
16”.
For
information
visit:
https://www.un.org/development/desa/indigenouspeoples/unpfii-sessions-2/sessions.html.
The 12th International Conference on Climate: Impacts and Responses, Adaptation: Lessons
from Venice is 16–17 April 2020, at Ca' Foscari University of Venice, Venice, Italy. The Climate
Change Conference is for any person with an interest in, and concern for, scientific, policy and
10

strategic perspectives in climate change. It will address a range of critically important themes
relating to the vexing question of climate change. Plenary speakers will include some of the
world’s leading thinkers in the fields of climatology and environmental science, as well as
numerous paper, workshop and colloquium presentations by researchers and practitioners. For
details go to: http://on-climate.com/the-conference. For details visit: http://www.peace-edcampaign.org/calendar.
WABE (Washington Association of Bilingual Education) Annual Conference 2019:
STEAMing Ahead! is April 23- 25, 2020, at the Hyatt Regency Bellevue, 900 Bellevue Way.
Bellevue, WA. For details go to: https://wabewa.org/events/.
The 6th International Conference on Multilingual Language Theories and Practices
(MLTP2020), is in Dublin, Ireland, April 23-24, 2020. The conference is organized by MultiLingNet.
For
more
information
go
to:
https://baal.org.uk/annual-conference/
or
https://mltp2019.wordpress.com.
The 16th Giving the Gift of Language: A Teacher Training Workshop for Native Language
Instruction and Acquisition, SILC: Strengthening Indigenous Languages and Cultures: A
Teacher Training Workshop for Native Language Instruction and Acquisition is April 24-25,
2020 in Ferndale, WA. For information visit: http://www.nsilc.org/index.htm or
https://www.umt.edu/nsilc/.
So What? Making Research Relevant for the Real World: 2020 SLA Graduate Student
Symposium is April 24–25, 2020 at the University of Minnesota, Minneapolis and Saint Paul,
Minnesota. For details visit: http://carla.umn.edu/conferences/index.html.
The 2020 Native Broadcast Summit will be held at the Residence Inn by Marriott – Phoenix
Downtown on April 29th and 30th. For details go to: https://najanewsroom.com.
CCERBAL 2020 Conference may be at Canadian Centre for Studies and Research on
Bilingualism and Language Planning (CCERBAL), Official Languages and Bilingualism
Institute (OLBI), University of Ottawa, is April 30-May 2, 2020. For details visit:
https://ccerbal.uottawa.ca/en/activities/conferences.
NIHB - 2020 American Indian and Alaska Native National Behavioral Health Conference
may be in May 2020. For details visit: https://www.ihs.gov/dbh/bhconference/.
Affiliated Tribes of Northwest Indians (ATNI) Mid Year Convention 2020 may be in May
2020. For details go to: http://www.atnitribes.org.
Annual Vine Deloria, Jr. Indigenous Studies Symposium may be in May 2020 at Northwest
Indian College, Bellingham, WA., (360)392-4307, www.nwic.edu.
XVII International Conference on Minority Languages may be in May 2020. For details go to:
http://www.fil.bg.ac.rs/lang/sr/fakultet/naucni-skupovi-i-konferencije/
Society,
Identity,
and
Transformation in
Language
Teacher
Education
11th International Language Teacher Education Conference may be in May or June 2020, at the
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Graduate Hotel, Minneapolis, MN. For details go to: http://carla.umn.edu.
NAFOA Leading People and Investing to Build Sustainable Communities is May 4-8, 2020,
the Harvard Business School, Cambridge, MA. For details go to: https://www.nafoa.org/events.
Native American and Indigenous Studies Association (NAISA) Annual Conference is May 79, 2020 in Toronto, Canada. For more information go to: https://www.naisa.org/annual-meeting/.
The 51st Annual Conference on African Linguistics (ACAL 51) is May 21-24, 2020 in New
Brunswick,
New
Jersey. For
information
visit:
http://linglang.msu.edu/additionalprograms/african/acal49/ or https://linguistlist.org/.
Annual Workshop on American Indigenous Languages (WAIL2020) is May 22-23, 2020, at
UCSB Department of Linguistics. For information visit: http://www.linguistics.ucsb.edu or
http://osl.sa.ucsb.edu/org/nail/WAIL.
Fostering Indigenous Business and Entrepreneurship in the Americas Conference: FIBEA
2020 may be in June 2020. For information and to make submissions contact fibea@mgt.unm.edu,
or visit http://conferences.mgt.unm.edu/fibea/ or http://fibeamanaus.mgt.unm.edu/defaultENG.asp.
OCDE Project GLAD® Summer Institute may be in June 2020, at La Fonda on the Plaza —
Santa Fe, NM. For details go to: http://www.dlenm.org/calendar-of-events.aspx.
UCLA American Indian Studies Center Summer in Montana may be in June 2020. For details
see: www.aisc.ucla.edu/news/.../Summer%20in%20Montana%20flyer.pdf.
SYLAP 2020 (Shoshonean language summer program) may be in June and July 2020 on the
campus of the University of Utah. For details go to: http://shoshoniproject.utah.edu/.
The Northwest Indian Language Institute Summer 2019 may be in June 2020, at the University
of Oregon, Eugene, OR. For details go to: http://pages.uoregon.edu/nwili/.
2020 Lowitja Institute International Indigenous Health and Wellbeing Conference may be in
June 2020, at Darwin, Northern Territory. For information go to: http://www.nirakn.edu.au.
11th American Indian and Indigenous Education Conference is June 1920, 2020 at Northern
Arizona University's College of Education at Northern Arizona University, Flagstaff, AZ. To get
updated information on this conference visit: http://nau.edu/AIE.
CARLA has a variety of 2019 Summer Institutes for Language Teachers, on line and at the
University of Minnesota across June and July 2019. For information go to:
http://carla.umn.edu/institutes/2019/schedule.html.
Language Education for Social Justice: Conference and 37th Summer School of Applied
Linguistics is on the Language Campus, University of Jyväskylä, Finland, June 1–3, 2020. For
information go to: http://www.jyu.fi/socialjustice2020.
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The Native American Student Advocacy Institute is June 4-5, 2020 in Phoenix, AZ. For details
visit: http://nasai.collegeboard.org/.
2020 NCAI Mid Year Conference & Marketplace is June 7, 2020 - June 11, 2020, in
Anchorage, AK (Contracts pending). For details visit: http://www.ncai.org/conferencesevents/ncai-events.
The 2020 Institute on Collaborative Language Research (CoLang) – held every two years - is
at the University of Montana from June 15th – July 17th, 2020, and will be co-hosted by the
University of Montana (UM) and Chief Dull Knife College (CDKC),. For information about
SSILA go to: www.ssila.org.
Second Quarterly NIHB Board Meeting is June 17-19, 2020 in Washington, DC. For details
visit: http://www.ncai.org/conferences-events/ncai-events.
The Society of American Indian Government Employees (SAIGE) is a national non-profit
organization that advocates for American Indian and Alaska Native federal employees. SAIGE
17th Annual National Training Program is June 17, 2020 at River Spirit Resort & Casino, Tulsa,
OK. Information is available from the Society of American Indian Government Employees, P.O.
Box 7715, Washington, D.C. 20044, www.saige.org.
12th Austronesian and Papuan Languages and Linguistics Conference is at the University of
Oslo on 18-20 June, 2020, at Leiden University. For information go to:
http://lacito.vjf.cnrs.fr/colloque/apll9/index_en.htm
or
https://www.universiteitleiden.nl/en/events/2019/06/11th-international-austronesian-and-papuanlanguages-and-linguistics-conference.
CARLA Center for Research on Advanced Language Acquisition) offers a variety of summer
sessions starting on different dates from June 22 to July 31, 2020. For information visit:
http://carla.umn.edu/institutes/index.html.
22nd Navajo Studies Conference is at S a n J u a n C o l l e g e , F a r m i n g t o n , N e w M e x i c o ,
J u n e 2 5 - 2 7 , 2 0 2 0 . For details go to: http://www.navajostudies.org.
3rd Annual National Native Health Research Training Conference is June 29-July 1, 2020 at
Pechanga Resort & Casino, Temecula, CA. For details go to: http://www.aihec.org/who-weare/calendar.htm.
2020 international First Nations mens health conference is in Sydney, NSW, Australia, 27-29 July
2020. For details go to: https://www.icsconferences.org/2020-mens-conference.
NCAIS Summer Institute, may be in July and August 2020. For more information go to:
www.newberry.org/mcnickle.
AILA (Association Internationale de Linguistique Appliquee) World Congress will take
August 9-14, 2020, at The University of Groningen, in Groningen, The Netherlands. Visit the
Congress website <aila2017.com.br> for more detailed information about the venue and the
conference, or go to: http://www.aila.info.
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14th Biannual Advocates for Indigenous California Language Survival may be in September
2020. For details visit: http://www.aicls.org.
WABE Fall Institute may be in September 2020. For details go to: https://wabewa.org/events/.
Native American Journalists Association (NAJA) - 2020 National Native Media Conference in
association with the 2020 Native American Nutrition Conference may be in September 2020.
For information go to: https://najanewsroom.com.
53rd Annual Meeting of the British Association for Applied Linguistics: "Challenges and
Opportunities in Applied Linguistics" is September 3–5, 2020, at Northumbria University,
Newcastle, UK, For details go to: https://aila.info/.
13th International Conference on the Environmental Management of Enclosed Coastal Seas
(EMECS 12) is September 7, 2020, at University of Hull, Kingston upon Hull, U.K. For details go
to: https://www.emecs.or.jp/en/topics/item385.
Third Quarterly National Indian Health Board (NIHB) Board Meeting is September 13, 2020
in Anchorage, Alaska. For details visit: http://www.ncai.org/conferences-events/ncai-events.
NIHB’s 37th Annual National Tribal Health Conference is September 14-19, 2020 at Dena’ina
Convention Center, Anchorage, Alaska. For details visit: http://www.ncai.org/conferencesevents/ncai-events.
22nd Annual American Indian Tourism Conference (AITC) is September 14-17, 2020 at We-KoPa Resort & Conference Center. For details visit: http://www.ncai.org/conferences-events/ncai-events.
The 8th World Sustainability Forum will be held from 14-19 September 2020 in Geneva,
Switzerland. For details visit: http://wsforum.org.
Native American Finance Officers Association (NAFOA0 2020 Fall Finance & Tribal
Economies Conference is September 20-22, 2020 at Pechanga Resort & Casino, Temecula, CA.
For details go to: https://www.nafoa.org/events/2020-fall-finance-tribal-economies-conference.
National Intertribal Tax Conference 21st Annual is September 28-October 1, 2020
Riverspirit Casino and Resort Tulsa Oklahoma. For details visit: http://www.ncai.org/conferencesevents/ncai-events.
7th International Center for Ethnic and Religious Conflict and Economic development: Is
There a Correlation (ICERM) International Conference is in New York City, September 29October 1, 2020. Peace and conflict resolution scholars, practitioners, traditional rulers and leaders,
indigenous leaders, policy makers, and students from many countries around the world are
gathering for the first time in New York City to exchange ideas on the traditional systems of
conflict resolution. For details visit: www.icermediation.org.
NAAAS 2019 International Research Conference may be in October 2020. For details visit:
https://www.naaas.org.
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The 52nd Algonquian Conference may be in Canada in October 2020. Information will
eventually be available at: https://algonquianconference.atlas-ling.ca/eng/conference/.
22nd Diné Studies Conference may be in October 2020 at Diné College, Tsaile, Arizona. For
details visit: https://dinestudies.org/conferences/.
3rd International Conference on Revitalization of Indigenous and Minoritized Languages
may be in October 2020. For details go to: https://ssila.org/conferences
NAAAS Regional Conference in the North East may be in October 2020. For details visit:
https://www.naaas.org/naaas-regional-conference/.
ATNI Fall Annual Convention 2020 may be in October 2020. for details go to:
http://www.atnitribes.org.
2020 World Indigenous Business Forum may be in October 2020. For details go to: http://wibf.ca/.
First Alaskans Institute’s 37th Annual Elders & Youth Conference (Elders & Youth)
may be in October 2020 in Anchorage, Alaska. For information go to:
https://firstalaskans.org/leadership-development/elders-youth-conference/.
UCLA IAC Fall Forum may be in October 2020, at the James West Alumni Center, UCLA, Los
Angeles, CA. For information visit: https://www.aisc.ucla.edu/events/iac_fallforum2018.aspx.
9th Annual Indigenous Language (ILI) Symposium: Second Language Learners may be in
October 2020. For information visit: https://ilinative.org.
The 15th International MEDCOAST Congress on Coastal and Marine Sciences, Engineering,
Management & Conservation may be in October 2020. For details go to:
conference.medcoast.net, or medcoast@medcoast.net, http://www.medcoast.net/.
American Indigenous Research Association Meeting may be in October 2020. For details go to:
http://www.americanindigenousresearchassociation.org/annual-meeting/.
16th Language is Life Biennial Conference may be in October 2021. For details, visit:
http://www.aicls.org/.
FALCON 2020 Conference may be in October 2020. For details visit: http://www.aihec.org/whowe-are/calendar.htm, or https://www.falcontribalcollege.org/annual-conference.
The National Association for Multicultural Education: NAME 2020 Annual International
Conference: is in Montgomery, AL, October 7-11, 2020. For details visit:
http://www.nameorg.org/.
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Embracing Languages and Cultures for a Better World: Eighth International Conference on
Immersion and Dual Language Education is October 7–10, 2020, Grand America Hotel, Salt
Lake City, UT. For information visit: https://l2trec.utah.edu/dliimmersionconference/index.php.
The Indigenous Studies Section will put on panels at the Midwest Popular Culture
Association/Midwest American Culture Association Annual Conference, October 10-13, 2020,
at the Hyatt Regency, 151 W 5th St, Cincinnati, OH 45202. Send questions and inquiries to the
Area Chair, Anthony Adah at tony.adah@gmail.com. For more information about the conference,
including how to submit to a different area, please visit the conference website
at http://www.mpcaaca.org.
Annual Conference for Community-Based Heritage Language School Representatives is
October 10, 2020, at American University School of Education, Spring Valley Building, Room
602, 4801 Massachusetts Ave NW, Washington, DC 20016. For details go to:
http://heritagelanguageschools.org/coalition/conference.
2020 International Mental Health Conference is at Mercure Brisbane, QLD, Australia,
October 19-21 2020. For details go to: https://www.icsconferences.org/2020-mental-health.
The Fourteenth MEDCOAST Congress on Coastal and Marine Sciences, Engineering,
Management & Conservation (MEDCOAST 19) is October 22-26, 2020 at Club Yazici Turban
Hotel, Marmaris, Turkey. For details visit: https://www.medcoast.net.
Association on American Indian Affairs 6th Annual Repatriation Conference is October 26,
2020 in Denver, CO. For details visit: http://www.ncai.org/conferences-events/ncai-events.
Construction in Indian Country 2020 National Conference is Oct 28-30, 2020 at
Gila River Hotel & Casino - Wild Horse Pass, Chandler, AZ. For details visit:
http://www.ncai.org/conferences-events/ncai-events.
9th Biennial International Indigenous Research Conference may be November 2020. For
information visit: http://www.indigenousresearchconference.ac.nz.
2020 IRAAL annual conference may be in November 2020 at the National University of Ireland,
Galway, Ireland. For details go to: https://iraal2019nuigalway.home.blog/.
National Center for Great Lakes Native American Culture, 2020 NCGLNAC Academic
Conference may be in November 2020. For details visit: www.ncglnac.org.
The 4td Annual Honoring Native Foodways may be in November 2020, in the University Center
Annex, University of North Carolina, Pembroke. For information go to: https://www.uncp.edu/.
Fourteenth Native American Symposium may be in November 2021, at Southeastern Oklahoma
State University, Durant, Oklahoma. The Thirteenth Native American Symposium will focus on
the various legacies and prospects of Native America in the 21st century. Papers, presentations,
creative projects, and films on all aspects of Native American life and studies are welcome. All
papers presented at the symposium will be eligible for inclusion in the published proceedings,
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which will also be posted on our website, http://www.se.edu/nas/. Please send an abstract of no
more than 250 words to Dr. Mark B. Spencer by July 15 at mspencer@se.edu.
49th Annual Meeting of the Linguistic Association of the Southwest may be in November 2020.
For details go to: http://clas.ucdenver.edu/lasso/index.html.
Annual Tusweca Tiospaye 2019, Lakota Dakota Nakota Language Summit and First Nations
Education Summit may be in November 2019 in Rapid City, SD. For details visit:
http://tuswecatiospaye.org/.
51st Anniversary of the Occupation of Alcatraz by the Indians of All Tribes is in November
2020 on Alcatraz Island. For information all (925) 297-5343 or email alltribesday2019@gmail.com
(from: https://www.aisc.ucla.edu/news/nannounce.aspx).
American Society for Ethnohistory Annual Conference 2020 is November 4-8, 2020, at the
21C Museum Hotel in Durham: https://www.21cmuseumhotels.com/durham/. For details go to:
http://ethnohistory.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/04/Call-for-Papers.pdf.
#2019NAME Decolonizing Minds: Forging a New Future through Multicultural Education is
November 6-10, 2019 in Tucson, AZ. For details visit: https://www.nameorg.org.
2020 NCAI Annual Convention & Marketplace is November 8-13, 2020 in Oregon Convention
Center, Portland, OR. For details visit: http://www.ncai.org/conferences-events/ncai-events.
La Cosecha, 24th An n u al Du al L an gu age Con fer en ce i s No vem ber 13-16, 2019 ,
In Al buquerque, NM . For det ai l s vi si t : ht t ps: / / www.l acosech aconfe ren ce.org .
First Nations Diabetes, Wellness and Chronic Disease conferences are November 16-18, 2020
in Calma, Australia. For details visit: https://www.icsconferences.org.
2020 SICC First Nations Language Keepers Gathering is in Saskatoon Inn & Conference
Centre, Canada, November 17-18, 2020. For information visit: http://www.sicc.sk.ca/2018-firstnations-language-keepers-gathering.html.
CSU Water in the West Symposium is rescheduled for November 18-19, 2019 in Denver,
CO. For details visit: https://nwc.colostate.edu/water-in-the-west-2019/.
The Applied Linguistics Conference 2019 is November 25-25 at Curtin University, Perth,
Australia. For information visit: http://www.alaa-alanz2019conference.com.
The 2020 International Conference of Indigenous Archives, Libraries, and Museums
(ATALM) is: Summits, tours and workshops - November 30-December 2, 2020 at Renaissance
Washington, DC Downtown Hotel, 999 9th Street NW, Washington, DC. For information, visit:
http://www.atalm.org. Please direct questions to atalminfo@gmail.com.
7th Annual International Conference on Poverty and Sustainable Development may be in
December 2020. For information go to: http://povertyconferences.com.
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The 51st annual conference of the Australian Linguistic Society, 2020, may be in December,
2020. For information go to: https://als.asn.au.
Foundation for Endangered Languages (FEL) XXIV may be in December 2020. For details
visit: http://www.ogmios.org/conferences/2019/.
The COMELA 2020 – The (Annual) Conference on Mediterranean and European Linguistic
Anthropology 2020: Theme: Bounded Languages ... Unbounded is December 2-4, 2020 at the
American
College
of
Greece,
Athens,
Greece.
For
information
go
to:
https://aila.info/2019/05/21/comela-2020/.
NCAI 2021 Executive Council Winter Session is February 21-25, 2021, in Washington, DC. For
details visit: http://www.ncai.org/conferences-events/ncai-events.
39th Annual National Indian Child Welfare Association Protecting Our Children Conference
is April 11-14, 2021 in Seattle, WA. For details visit: http://www.ncai.org/conferences-events/ncaievents.
NAFOA 39th Annual Conference is April 25-27, 2021 at Seminole Hard Rock Hotel & Casino in
Hollywood, FL. For details go to https://www.nafoa.org/events/39th-annual-conference.
NCAI 2021 Annual Convention & Marketplace is October 9-15, 2021 in Sacramento, CA
(Contracts Pending). For details visit: http://www.ncai.org/conferences-events/ncai-events.
NCAI 2022 Executive Council Winter Session is February 13-17, 2022 in Washington, DC. For
details visit: http://www.ncai.org/conferences-events/ncai-events.
American Indian Higher Education Consortium (AIHEC) 2022 Spring Board Meeting is
March 23-26, 2022. For information go to: http://www.aihec.org/who-we-are/calendar.cfm.
40th Annual National Indian Child Welfare Association Protecting Our Children Conference
is April 3-6, 2022 in Orlando, FL. For details visit: http://www.ncai.org/conferences-events/ncaievents.
NAFOA 40th Annual Conference is April 3-5, 2022 at Hyatt Regency Seattle,
Seattle, WA. For details go to: https://www.nafoa.org/events.
ICL 21, 21st International Congress of Linguists may be in July 2023. For details go to:
https://aila.info/2018/05/06/icl-20/.
.......___///////////|\\\\\\\\\\\___.......
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ONGOING ACTIVITIES
Steve Sachs
Environmental Activities
Eoin Higgins, "With Over 6 Million People Worldwide, Climate Strikes Largest
Coordinated Global Uprising Since Iraq War Protests, The momentum is on our side and we are
not
going
anywhere,"
Common
Dreams,
September
27,
2019,
https://www.commondreams.org/news/2019/09/27/over-6-million-people-worldwide-climatestrikes-largest-coordinated-global-uprising?cdorigin=rss&utm_term=AO&utm_campaign=Daily%20Newsletter&utm_content=email&utm_sour
ce=Daily%20Newsletter&utm_medium=Email, reported, "Climate strikes over the last seven
days drew over 6.6 million people into the streets around the world, putting the week-long
action on par with the 2003 global protest against the U.S.-lead invasion of Iraq.
Friday's 600,000 strong demonstration in Montreal made the total number of people
who took part in the seven days of action 'almost certainly the largest demonstration our
planet has yet seen about climate change' said 350.org founder Bill McKibben.
In a statement, 350 gave the numbers:
From 20th to 27th of September, 1.4 million people took to the streets in
Germany, over 1 million in Italy, over 600,000 in Canada, over 500,000 in the United
States, 350,000 in Australia and another 350,000 in the United Kingdom, 195,000 in
France, 170,000 in
New
Zealand, 150,000 in
Austria, 50,000 in
Ireland, 70,000 in
Sweden, 42,000 in
the
Netherlands, 20,000 in
Brazil, 21,000 in
Finland, 15,000 in
Peru, 13,000 in Mexico, 13,000 in India, 10,000 in Denmark, 10,000 in Turkey, 10,000 in
Pakistan, 6,000 in Hungary, 5,000 in South Korea, 5,000 in Japan, 5,000 in South
Africa, more than 3,500 in Chile, 3,000 in the Pacific, 2,000 in Singapore and much more,
since many locations are still striking and the final count is not yet confirmed.
'The week of Global Climate Strikes is on par with the 2003 anti-Iraq war protest as one of
the largest coordinated global protests in history,' 350 said.
'We strike because we believe there is no Planet B and that we should do everything in our
power to stop this crisis,' Fridays for Future Turkey organizer Atlas Sarrafoğlu said.
'Otherwise my dreams of having a happy future will be taken away from me as well as all
the other kids all over the world.'
Organizers of the global movement said that they were pleased with the turnout and that the
movement wasn't going anywhere.
'This week was a demonstration of the power of our movement,' said Fridays For Future
International. 'It was inspiring and historic. People power is more powerful than the people in
power.'
'It was the biggest ever climate mobilization, and it's only the beginning," the group said.
"The momentum is on our side and we are not going anywhere.'
350 executive director May Boeve said that the climate actions would continue until
policies improve.
'We will keep fighting until the politicians stop ignoring the science, and the fossil fuel
companies are held responsible for their crimes against our future, as they should have been
decades ago,' said Boeve.
Our work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-Share Alike 3.0 License."
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Global Climate Strike reported on its web site, accessed October 4, 209,
https://globalclimatestrike.net, that during the week of September 20-27, 2019 Climate Strike
engaged "over 7.6 million people, 6135 actions, 185 countries, 73 trade unions, 3024
businesses, 820 organizations, 8583 websites."
"Global Climate Strike, 20-27 September," 350.org, by E-mail August 9, 2019,
https://actionnetwork.org/event_campaigns/us-climate-strikes/?referrer=group-350orgnetwork&source=350org-network&utm_medium=email&utm_source=actionkit,
stated,
"Everywhere, the signs are clear: our climate is on the brink of collapse, and our
communities are already suffering from the impacts. But you wouldn’t know that by looking
at our political system.
Why not? Because the people in power aren’t feeling this crisis like the rest of us,
especially those of us who are poor or people of color. Across the Midwest, communities are still
struggling to recover from unprecedented floods, particularly Indigenous nations. In refinery and
coal plant communities around the country, black and brown people can barely leave their homes
without worrying about the air they breathe.
As the climate crisis continues to claim lives, and our future becomes more uncertain
by the day, our elected officials keep catering to the fossil fuel billionaires who created this
problem instead of protecting people and the planet. It’s no wonder young people around the
world have been taking to the streets for more than a year. Now, the youth are calling on people
of all ages to join in — and it’s up to all of us to heed the call to action.
On September 20th, millions of people of all ages around the world will walk out of their
classes, jobs, and homes as part of a Global Climate Strike. Nearly 100 events are already
being organized across the US. Join one near you now, or sign up to host one where you live.
We need just solutions to the climate crisis that don’t just address the symptoms. We
know the root cause of this problem is a corporate-run economy built on systemic racism,
wealth inequality, and all kinds of social injustice.
We know what is needed for science and justice, and we have the solutions already. If
we band together, we have the collective power to make those solutions politically inevitable — all
it takes is every one of us acting in unison to create change.
It’s past time to start implementing the bold solutions we need that prioritize
communities already facing the climate crisis. RSVP now to a Climate Strikes event where you
live — and if there isn’t one, sign up to host one yourself. Our organizers will support you every
step of the way with the resources to help you plan it and make it a success.
One day of striking won’t solve everything, but it will show those in power that we refuse
to stand by in the face of climate crisis. It will show the world who the real villains in this story are.
And if we’re numerous and loud enough, it will be the spark that helps turn the tide. And that’s all
we really need."
Onwards,
Tamara Toles O'Laughlin - North America Director for 350.org."
Future Coalition and 350.org state in a September 10, 2019 E-mail, "My name is Katie
Eder. I’m a 19-year-old climate justice activist, and the executive director of Future Coalition —
we’re coordinating a coalition of youth-led organizations organizing and mobilizing for the
Climate Strike on September 20th.
By now, you’ve probably received plenty of emails about the Climate Strike on September
20th. You probably already know that masses of people of all ages will join youth in the streets in
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over 500 US cities. But you might still be wondering, why are all these people striking? Why
should I get involved?
Today, I’m proud to announce that the US Climate Strike youth coalition has finalized a
set of bold demands. RSVP below to a Climate Strike event where you live, then read our
demands below."
Too often, we think about solutions in a very small-minded way, inside the box, way. We
don’t have time to stay in the box. We need to be more innovative with our solutions and ask for
what we need, not what we think could be possible or has been possible in the past.
We Demand:
A Green New Deal that immediately halts all new fossil fuel projects and transitions
our economy to 100% renewable energy by 2030.
Respect of Indigenous lands and sovereignty — the US government must halt all
resource extraction on or affecting Indigenous lands, and recognize the Rights of Nature into
law.
Environmental justice for communities on the frontlines of poverty and pollution, and
sanctuary for all migrants.
Protect and restore 50% of the world’s lands and oceans; stop all deforestation by
2030.
Invest in sustainable agriculture, not agribusiness.
We know what we’re asking for goes beyond the scope of what’s been achieved so far,
but that’s precisely why we’re demanding it. We have just 11 years left to cut global
emissions in half, and to do that, we need to work together to make these demands a reality .
If you’re ready to start fighting for these demands, sign up to join a Climate Strike
event where you live.
Our only hope of achieving the sweeping transformation we need to save our futures is
with the power of a mass movement. That movement that has existed in the US for decades is
unifying and growing right now. People in over 100 countries are mobilizing for the Climate
Strike — and over 500 US locations in all 50 states, as well as Puerto Rico and Guam, are
joining in on the action.
Together, we are the hope for a different future than the one fossil fuel billionaires want to
condemn us to. We still have the power to create the change we need, but only if we work
together. That’s why we need you."
Alex Marshall, "Climate Protesters Take to Streets of Cities Worldwide: Extinction
Rebellion, the British-based activist group, shut down parts of central London for the second time in
six
months,"
The
New
York
Times,
October
7,
2019,
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/10/07/world/europe/extinction-rebellion-protests.html, reported, "The
climate group Extinction Rebellion blocked all major roads around Britain’s Parliament on
Monday in protests the organization said would last two weeks." Other demonstrations and
attempts at traffic blockages took place elsewhere in London, as in other places around the
world including in New York, Germany, Australia and New Zealand.
Jessica Corbett, "'We See No Other Options': Youth Activists Lead Global #ClimateStrike
Ahead of COP 25: 'Countless negotiations have produced much-hyped but ultimately empty
commitments from the world's governments," Common Dreams, November 29, 2019,
https://www.commondreams.org/news/2019/11/29/we-see-no-other-options-youth-activists-leadglobal-climatestrike-ahead-cop-25?cdorigin=rss&utm_term=AO&utm_campaign=Daily%20Newsletter&utm_content=email&utm_sour
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ce=Daily%20Newsletter&utm_medium=Email, reported, "People worldwide poured into the
streets Friday for a youth-led climate strike that aimed to pressure global governments to
step up their efforts to tackle the planetary emergency at a key United Nations summit
scheduled to start Monday.
'Striking is not a choice we relish; we do it because we see no other options,' youth climate
leaders Greta Thunberg of Sweden, Luisa Neubauer of Germany, and Angela Valenzuela of
Chile wroteFriday in an op-ed for Project Syndicate.
'We have watched a string of United Nations climate conferences unfold," they added.
"Countless negotiations have produced much-hyped but ultimately empty commitments from the
world's governments—the same governments that allow fossil fuel companies to drill for evermore oil and gas, and burn away our futures for their profit.'"
"Cultural Survival Supports The Youth Climate Strike," Cultural Survival, September 19,
2019,
https://www.culturalsurvival.org/news/cultural-survival-supports-youth-climate-strike,
stated, "Cultural Survival supports youth around the globe who are striking this September
20, 2019 in a call for urgent action for the climate.
As one of its 5 core demands, the Youth Climate Strike Coalition urges Respect of
Indigenous Land and Sovereignty. They call on legislators to:
Honor the treaties protecting Indigenous lands, waters, and sovereignty by the
immediate halt of all construction, leasing, and permitting for resource extraction, processing
and infrastructure projects affecting or on Indigenous lands
Recognize the Rights of Nature into law to protect our sacred ecosystems and align
human law with natural law to ban resource extraction in defense of our environment and
people
Join Cultural Survival at the Boston Climate Strike:
Young people and adult allies in Massachusetts are joining the global call to action on
September 20th, 2019, and going on STRIKE! All are invited and encouraged to join us in Boston
and kick off a week of climate actions around Massachusetts. We have 11 years to stop the climate
crisis—help us tell our elected officials we demand justice.
Our friends at the North American Indian Center of Boston and the United American
Indians of New England will be hosting tables at City Hall Plaza.
10am – 11:30am: Community Events at City Hall Plaza
11:30am – 1pm: Rally at City Hall Plaza
1pm – 1:30pm: March to Massachusetts State House
1:30pm – 2:30pm: Action at Massachusetts State House
Indigenous speakers confirmed at the Strike include Jean-Luc Pierite (Tunica-Biloxi) of NAICOB
and Mahtowin Munro (Lakota) of UAINE
Find more details on the Boston strike at strikewithus.org/boston/ or to find a climate strike
near you, visit strikewithus.org.
Follow @ClimateStrikeMA on Twitter, FacE-Book, and Instagram.
For march updates from Cultural Survival follow @CSORG on Twitter, Cultural
Survival on FacE-Book and @cultural_survivalon Instagram.
Hashtags:
#YCSBoston,
#ClimateStrikeMA,
#climatestrike,
#climatecrisis,
#fridaysforfuture, #strikewithus, #ClimateStrike"
As COP25 was beginning in Spain: Clark Mindock, "Climate change protesters storm
Washington DC, blocking roads and causing gridlock: Demonstrators carried flags and a neon
green banner with ‘Extinction Rebellion’ emblazoned on it," Independent, December 6, 2019,
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https://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/americas/climate-change-protests-washington-spaingreta-thunberg-fridays-for-future-extinction-rebellion-a9236241.html,
reported,
"Climate
change protests in downtown Washington have shut down streets and caused major gridlock,
as the fight over the world’s environmental future has once again been brought by activists to
the heart of America’s political system."
The DC protest for rapid, strong action on climate change was part of a world-wide
effort, including on that day, involving Greta Thunberg's inspired "Fridays for the Future"
and "Extinction Rebellion." Among the climate demonstrations elsewhere were large ones in
Spain.
"The
Indigenous
Environmental
Network
stated,
December
13,
2019,
https://www.mynewsletterbuilder.com/email/newsletter/1414263824, "For the last two weeks
Indigenous Environmental Network has been organizing on the ground at the United
Nation's Climate Conference #COP25 to stop them from passing Article 6 of the Paris
Agreement. Indigenous leaders from across Mother Earth have traveled to make their voices
clear-- nix Article 6. Carbon mechanisms are co2 colonialism that commodify Indigenous
resources to turn them into carbon dumping grounds.
The Indigenous Rising Media team has been following these leaders in Madrid as they have
been organizing massive protests inside and outside the #COP25 Conference and creating content
so that our relatives can follow along. Main stream media often fails to center Indigenous peoples
in its coverage of the climate change so we need your help to uplift their voices. Check out the
video pieces below we have created while at #COP25 by clicking...: https://www.facEBook.com/Indigenousrisingmedia/videos/667295164103691/." There are several related videos at:
https://www.mynewsletterbuilder.com/email/newsletter/1414263824.
"Indigenous Groups Call Out the Financiers of Amazon Destruction at COP 25"
Compelling ad in the Financial Times' special COP supplement names and shames those profiting
from
Amazon
destruction,"
Amazon
Watch,
December
5,
2019,
https://amazonwatch.org/news/2019/1205-indigenous-groups-call-out-the-financiers-of-amazondestruction-at-cop25?utm_source=amazon+watch+newsletter+and+updates&utm_campaign=9f26b274f3-2019-0729-bolsonaros_deadly_brazil_copy_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_e6f929728b9f26b274f3-342254273&mc_cid=9f26b274f3&mc_eid=8769095ac1,
stated,
"As
world
governments convene in Madrid to participate in COP 25, indigenous peoples are also
making their voices heard and their presence felt. Many indigenous leaders and their allies
will be in Madrid during the conference to offer tangible solutions to address our shared
climate emergency. The Conferences of the Parties (COP) is the supreme decision-making
body of the UNFCCC, which was established to lead the international response to climate
change.
As an alternative to the official COP proceedings – which will be dominated by
governments and industries – indigenous peoples are organizing a separate Minga
Indígena gathering to promote learning, discussion, and reflection among indigenous leaders
and share updates about how their communities and territories are developing alternative
solutions to climate change. It will present proposals to the COP and demand the full
participation of indigenous communities.
Today the Association of Brazil's Indigenous Peoples (APIB) published a compelling
ad in the Financial Times' special COP supplement. The ad, made possible by an anonymous
donor and participation of Amazon Watch and Rainforest Action Network, calls out the worst
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offenders that finance Amazon destruction – specifically naming BlackRock, Vanguard,
JPMorgan Chase, Santander, BNP Paribas, and HSBC – and makes clear that, 'the fate of
the Amazon is the fate of the world.'
'To major U.S. and European financial institutions: your money, and the money of
your investors, is driving the destruction of our home: the Amazon rainforest. By financing
companies that buy and sell commodities from conflict areas, such as soy and beef, you are
promoting deforestation and violence on our lands, while unleashing climate chaos. We,
indigenous peoples of Brazil, ask that you stop enabling this disaster.'
-Sônia Guajajara, Executive Coordinator of APIB
As long as international financial institutions like BlackRock and JPMorgan Chase continue
to fuel the environmental and human rights crises in Brazil and throughout the Amazon, we'll
continue to pressure them to use their considerable power to cease financing the problem and
instead be part of the solution. Bringing about lasting change requires shifting the actions of the
largest drivers of deforestation and the climate movement must unite behind this task."
"Native American COP25 Delegation Removed from US Embassy While Trying to Honor
Missing and Murdered Women," The Indigenous Environmental Network, December 10, 2019,
https://www.mynewsletterbuilder.com/email/newsletter/1414260270, stated, "Today, Indigenous
Environmental Network organized over 75 Indigenous activists and their allies demonstrated
in front of the US Embassy in Madrid, Spain to demand justice for missing and murdered
Indigenous women, two-spirits and girls(MMIW). The delegation was removed from the
sidewalk by Spain’s National Police and followed for blocks. The police liaison with the group
was held back and forced to show his documents.
In 2016, the Urban Indian Health Institute found that only 116 out of 5,712 cases of
MMIWG reported in the United States were recorded in the Department of Justice’s federal
missing persons database.
Many of these cases have been the direct result of extractive fossil fuel industries
implanting 'man camps' for transient industry workers located near Native American
communities. This is especially apparent for rural areas in states such as North Dakota and
Montana, which continue to be the epicenter of violence against Indigenous women.
Additionally, according to the Urban Indian Health Institute, 70% of Alaska Natives live in urban
areas, where Indigenous women not only go missing, but are underreported by municipal police
agencies and all too often ignored by local media. We can no longer allow for this issue to be
invisibilized by the government or the media alike.
'Whether in rundown motels or pop-up camps, certain things hold true. There is an
influx of transient workers who bring alcohol, drugs and violence, such as rape, murder and
human trafficking,' says Casey Camp-Horinek of the Ponca Nation in Oklahoma."
TransCanada and other fossil fuel corporations continue to build pipelines, like
Keystone XL, that transport tar sands oil from Canada through jurisdictions in the United
States that lack the bodies of justice such as Free, Prior and Informed consent, as well as
transparent intercommunication between multilateral enforcement agencies, which are
necessary to protect Indigenous communities and allow them to practice their respective
cultures. The overarching result is violence against Indigenous lands, which perpetuates
violence against Indigenous women.
It will take much more than an Executive Actions that allocates a perfunctory $1.5
million in federal dollars to address and dismantle human rights violations against
Indigenous women and Indigenous lands. And pursuant to the 1991 Principles of Environmental
Justice, governmental acts of environmental injustice are considered a violation of international
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law, the Universal Declaration On Human Rights, and the United Nations Convention on
Genocide.
'We call on the global community and all peoples of the United States to join our call
for action, to join our call for recognition and to join our demands for the real action it will
take to protect and respect Indigenous women,' said Bineshi Albert, Movement Director of the
Indigenous Environmental Network. 'This is not a political issue that should be used to generate
votes, it’s a matter of life and death, of dignity, which is why all federal initiatives must include
local Indigenous communities in positions of leadership that recognize and respect our
sovereignty.'”
350.org reported via E-mail, "After three tense days of final negotiations, the 25th UN
climate talks ended on Sunday 15 December. In the end, world leaders failed to curb coal, oil,
and gas industries, as powerful countries with vested fossil fuel interests blocked progress.
Many big issues on how to implement the Paris Agreement were left until next year’s
conference, COP26 in Glasgow.
But at the same time, civil society rose for climate justice and indigenous rights in a
big way, building a movement that will get bigger and stronger. Half a million people
marched on the streets of Madrid during COP, at the same time as thousands more in
Santiago, Chile. And over 38,000 people from 191 countries joined you in calling for
governments to stop spending public money on fossil fuels, and stop listening to the
polluters!"
Frank Hopper, "Native protectors at Wash. State Capitol square off with riot police, and
stay put," ICT, October 10, 2019, https://files.constantcontact.com/c2394f27001/19c978e9-4c124fc2-8081-01d581e643b1.pdf, reported, "Members of the group, Protectors of the Salish Sea,
founded and led by Paul Chiyokten Wagner of the Saanich Nation, have kept a 24-hour vigil
on the steps of the capitol building since September 24. They say they’ll stay until Gov. Jay
Inslee meets their four demands, which include issuing an executive order terminating all
fossil fuel expansion projects in the state."
Joaqlin Estus, "Alaska Federation of Natives declares climate emergency," ICT, October
22, 2019, https://newsmaven.io/indiancountrytoday/news/alaska-federation-of-natives-declaresclimate-emergency-mkTHoLoqAkKpeKmNRjZkvw/, reported that the Alaska Federation of
Natives convention passed a resolution declaring a state of emergency on climate change and
calling for the establishment of a climate change task force to develop climate policies.
Nanieezh Peter, one of the proposers of the resolution read from its statement "that Alaska
is warming at twice the rate of other parts of the world,' which elucidated that Natives are
experiencing extreme weather events, melting permafrost, flooding and erosion, “which are
resulting in the relocation of entire communities along with devastating the natural habitats
of our animal and plant relatives.”
The resolution adds, “In recent years, we have lost community members due to
unpredictable and unsafe ice conditions. We have seen the die-off and disease of seals,
salmon, migratory birds, shellfish, whales, and polar bears and recognize that these are also
our relatives. We, the Alaska Native youth are asking our tribal leaders to consider, as is
traditional, the future of their grandchildren and the generations to come.”
Co proposer Quannah Potts added, “We shouldn't have to tell people in charge that we want
to survive. It should be our number one right. We should not have to fight for this, but here we are
coming to ask for your help.”
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Jessica Corbett, "As Trudeau Clings to Power, Progressives in Canada Celebrate Victory of
'Green New Deal Squad': Now, said Naomi Klein, his Liberal party 'will be pushed by a new squad
of climate champions—on the inside and outside—demanding a #GreenNewDeal,'" Common
Dreams, October 22, 2019, https://www.commondreams.org/news/2019/10/22/trudeau-clingspower-progressives-canada-celebrate-victory-green-new-deal-squad?cdorigin=rss&utm_term=AO&utm_campaign=Daily%20Newsletter&utm_content=email&utm_sour
ce=Daily%20Newsletter&utm_medium=email, reported, "Taking stock of the results from
Monday's national elections in Canada, in which Liberal Prime Minister Justin Trudeau
clung to power but lost a majority in Parliament, climate campaigners are treating the
victories of eight progressive candidates who ran on a bold Green New Deal for the country
as a crucial opportunity.
Canadian author and activist Naomi Klein tweeted that 'Liberals lost their majority and
will be pushed by a new squad of climate champions—on the inside and outside—demanding
a #GreenNewDeal.'
In May, a coalition of Canadian youth, artists, workers, Indigenous peoples, scientists,
and faith leaders—including more than 60 organizations, unions, and associations—
launched a Pact for a Green New Deal.
That followed the launch of Our Time, a non-partisan campaign backed by international
environmental group 350.org and local hubs across the country that urged voters to support
candidates who endorsed a Green New Deal. Eight Our Time candidates were elected
Monday, according to the campaign."
"Following their victories Monday night, Our Time circulated a petition to 'call on MPs
from across the political spectrum to come together to form a government that will tackle the
climate crisis and growing inequality, that will respect Indigenous rights, and create millions
of good jobs.'"
"World Indigenous Peoples Present Climate Action Commitments at UNSG Climate Action
Summit," Cultural Survival, September 24, 2019, https://www.culturalsurvival.org/news/worldindigenous-peoples-present-climate-action-commitments-unsg-climate-action-summit, reported,
Statement from Indigenous Peoples on Climate Summit
The International Indigenous Peoples’ Forum on Climate Change (IIPFCC) met in
New York City at the United Nations before the UNSG Climate Action Summit to finalize the
Indigenous Peoples commitments on climate action.
Mr. Tuntiak Katan from the Shuar people of Ecuador will present a brief statement today
inside the UNSG Climate Action Summit on behalf of the Indigenous Peoples outlining our three
commitments to 1) Lead the implementation of holistic plans to protect biocultural diversity,
ensuring the inclusion of our most marginalized; 2) Develop actions to secure indigenous
peoples’ rights to lands, territories and resources, self-determination and free, prior and
informed consent (FPIC); 3) Access the development of renewable energies in accordance
with our self-determination and FPIC.
The commitments put forward by Indigenous Peoples were developed in response to the
call for proposals for climate action from the UN Secretary General. Indigenous Peoples have been
raising concerns regarding the environment, climate and our unique rights for decades, to no avail.
Kuupik Kleist from Greenland states, 'Inuit have been bringing forth warnings about global
warming to the international community since the first Earth Summit in Rio de Janeiro in 1992.'
The proposed actions reflect the reciprocal relationship we have with our lands, territories,
and resources and our responsibility to protect them for generations to come. “I want to be a good
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ancestor. Indigenous Peoples commitments to climate action ensure that we are thinking of the
seven generations to come,” stated Chief Howard Thompson, Haudenosaunee.
The continued degradation of Indigenous Peoples’ lands, territories, resources, and
biocultural diversity causes and compounds the impacts of climate change and reduces our
adaptive capacity. 'Pacific Nations are facing an immediate crisis. We don't have the luxury
of adaptation and mitigation. We need to see a dramatic reduction in emissions now - we
can't
afford
to
wait
around,'
explained
Mike
Smith,
Aotearoa.
With the arrival of delegations to the General Debate of the 74 th session of the General Assembly,
the IIPFCC demands that States and other relevant actors uphold their commitments to the rights of
Indigenous Peoples and commit to all actions possible to maintain global warming under 1.5
degrees to protect the social, environmental, economic, and cultural lifeways of Indigenous
Peoples. Kittisak Rattanakrajangsr i , Chair of the Asian Indigenous Peoples Pact, echoed this call:
“A sian Indigenous Peoples call upon all the states to enhance their Nationally Determined
Contributions (NDCs) by putting collective land tenure rights and cultural values of Indigenous
Peoples in the center of all climate actions. We will continue to sustainably manage, use and
protect our land, territories and resources using our knowledge systems, for our survival, and for
our future generations.
The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) Special Report on Land
underlines the crucial role of Indigenous Peoples and their knowledge systems contribute to
the implementation of the Paris Agreement objectives. If efforts continue to support our
rights to lands, territories, and resources, we can increase the amount of carbon captured
from 100tC/ha to 625tC/ha, scale-up agroecosystems for sustainable food production, and
restore harmony with nature and all life forms. Clearly, Indigenous Peoples are uniquely
positioned to lead transformative change in the face of a climate emergency.
Quotes
'Inuit have been bringing forth warnings about global warming to the international
community since the first Earth Summit in Rio de Janeiro in 1992. [T]his year Alaska experienced
the hottest July on record; Greenland faced unprecedented ice melt, and wildfires in the
Canadian Arctic broke records in numbers and emissions. We have also stood in solidarity with
the Indigenous peoples of the Amazon in the face of the tragic wildfires and the
irreparable implications for the whole planet, including Inuit Nunaat, our lives, and our
livelihoods.' - Kuupik Kleist, Greenland
'I want to be a good ancestor. Indigenous Peoples commitments to climate action ensure
that we are thinking of the seven generations to come.' - Chief Howard Thompson, Haudenosaunee
'Pacific Nations are facing an immediate crisis. We don't have the luxury of adaptation
and mitigation. We need to see a dramatic reduction in emissions now - we can't afford to
wait around.” Mike Smith, Iwi Chairs Forum, Aotearoa
'Asian Indigenous Peoples call upon all the states to enhance their Nationally
Determined Contributions (NDCs) by putting collective land tenure rights and cultural values of
Indigenous Peoples in the center of all climate actions. We will continue to sustainably manage,
use and protect our land, territories and resources using our knowledge systems, for our survival,
and for our future generations.' - Kittisak Rattanakrajangsri , Chair of the Asian Indigenous
Peoples Pact
'Our rivers and Lakes are drying, our forest burning, our grasses flooding and our
children present is under threat with an uncertain future. African indigenous peoples are now
more vulnerable than ever because of the changing climate directly impacting our livelihood
and survival. We have our grand mother and father with incredible traditional knowledge that
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can help to the climate adaptation and mitigation but this needs to be ensured by respecting our
rights and FPIC' - Hindou Oumarou Ibrahim
'Our territory is part of our body and our spirit, we see it and live it as a space that we all
must keep, protect and that we all know is a non-negotiable space. I come from a community in
the Amazon rainforest, that forest that has been preserved by the indigenous peoples, thorough
our traditional knowledge, that space that has the capacity to preserve and give continuity to the
life of our peoples and of humanity in general. The survival of the Amazon forest is our survival,
and it is in the hands of the indigenous youth, because we are defenders of the environment, of
the climate, defenders of life. States must understand that we are the guardians of these territories,
of our mother earth, just as the Amazon forest and other ecosystems in which we live are the
hope of the planet. We indigenous women and youth are on the front line defending the rights
of indigenous peoples, and now we are facing climate change in our territories and we can
provide solutions to this global concern and bring it to all the political advocacy spaces.' Rayanna Maximo Franca, Indigenous youth of the Baré people and Indigenous Youth Network
of Brazil
'The Ts’msyen Nation in Northern British Columbia is currently experiencing the effects
of climate change and industrial development within our region. Rain patterns are shifting,
drought is occurring, ocean temperatures are rising, and industry threatens our way of life and the
coastal ecosystem every single day. Support is required from all sectors and government to
safeguard our way of life and to help Indigenous peoples and communities mobilize to advance the
clean energy, net zero carbon, sustainable future that is desperately needed to keep global
temperatures below 1.5 degrees Celsius.' - Braden Etzerza, Metlakatla First Nation
'With the climate crisis happening across our world, there is high concern and anxiety for
our children. Alaska is thawing at twice the rate as the rest of the planet. We have dead birds
falling out of the sky, thousands of dead fish in our waters, record breaking fires, and over 33
coastal communities are experiencing erosion; and yet, the United States government is continuing
to disrespect the human rights of the Gwich’in Nation and push for oil and gas development in
our sacred homelands. We must act now. No more discussions! No more meetings! We need
action and we need to develop a strategy RIGHT NOW! We indigenous and non-indigenous
people must find ways to coordinate and work together for Mother Earth and for our children.
As parents, as aunties, grandparents, and leaders we must step up and not leave it to our children
to fix a problem that they did not create. We must be there to support, encourage, and stand with
them.' - Bernadette Demientieff, Executive Director of the Gwich’in Steering Committee
Associated Links
The
statement
as
read
by
Tuntiak: Bilingual:
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1k3gXYkhg87iRtIYnMqbtx-DNa_3bH1LLMIbDlZh_rzo/edit
The
full
statement
as
submitted: English:
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1bxD_Ge8nxDsLrwpUd5KZ-_ul_swOFn5q/view and Spanish:
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1JSqlfFB072CTJNSHE37CX-jklZtQTIZF/view
For information contact:
Eriel
Deranger,
+1
780-777-5104,
eriel@indigenousclimateaction.com
Janene Yazzie, +1 917-636-2392, janeney@treatycouncil.org"
Environmental Network and Climate Justice Alliance announced, November 18, 2019,
"Dear relatives, I am excited to share this news with you. Today the Indigenous Environmental
Network and Climate Justice Alliance are launching our Carbon Pricing Toolkit Volume
Two. The launch comes just ahead of our delegation attending the UNFCCC COP 25 in
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Madrid, Spain. The educational guide and toolkit is designed to explain the flaws in Article 6
of the Paris Agreement ahead of its approval at UNFCCC COP 25 next month.
<< Click here to down our Carbon Pricing Toolkit Vol. 2 >> (http://co2colonialism.org).
Indigenous peoples across Mother Earth are rising up against extractive industries that are
creating climate chaos in our homelands. We will not sit quietly while we watch our ecosystems
destroyed. Article 6 is the status quo and we demand a just transition that keeps dirty energy
sources in the ground.
Carbon Pricing: Popular Education Toolkit for Community Resistance, Volume 2is for
every group and community organizing for climate justice, resisting the false solutions of carbon
pricing. This project began side-by-side with the publication, Carbon Pricing: A Critical
Perspective for Community Resistance, Volume 1, which was published in 2017 by IEN and CJA.
The toolkit includes short readings, workshop activities, workshop plans, and responses from
Indigenous
leaders
directly
impacted
by
carbon
pricing
projects.
The accessible toolkit provides a devastating critique of both the theory and practice
of carbon pricing, which lies at the heart of global climate policy. The objective of the
training initiative is to continually educate ourselves on climate justice and climate policy.
Because the majority of climate policies continue to include false solutions, the key purpose of
this toolkit is to analyze and interrogate market-based carbon pricing initiatives in all of their forms
in order to organize for a just transition.
This toolkit was written by IEN's Climate Change and Forest Policy Advisor Tamra
Gilbertson because after decades of carbon trading failure, dispossession and human rights abuses,
the continuation of market-based neoliberal policies for climate change must end now.
Sharing stories through this popular education initiative is a powerful way to build
international solidarity towards climate justice and action.
The toolkit can be viewed and downloaded at CO2colonialism.org.
Want to spread the word on social media?
Grab some graphics and messaging from our Carbon Pricing Toolkit Vol. 2 Social Media Guide.
Thank you, Tom BK. Goldtooth."
"NCAI Announces Appointment of Four Tribal Leaders to Serve as Co-Chairs of Climate
Action Task Force," National Congress of American Indians (NCAI), June 20, 2019,
http://www.ncai.org/news/articles/2019/06/20/ncai-announces-appointment-of-four-tribal-leadersto-serve-as-co-chairs-of-climate-action-task-force, announced, "Today, the National Congress of
American Indians (NCAI) announced the appointment of four tribal leaders to serve as the
inaugural Co-Chairs of NCAI’s new Climate Action Task Force. NCAI President Jefferson
Keel announced the establishment of the Task Force at NCAI’s Executive Council Winter Session
in February. The four Co-Chairs are:
Melanie Bahnke, President, Kawerak, Inc. Brian Cladoosby, Chairman, Swinomish Indian
Tribal Community Beverly Cook, Tribal Chief, St. Regis Mohawk Tribe Stephen Roe Lewis,
Governor, Gila River Indian Community.
'These leaders oversee cutting-edge initiatives that work to mitigate and adapt to the
impacts of climate change on Native communities,' said Keel. 'They bring a wealth of knowledge
to the Task Force, and will serve as able stewards as the Task Force commences its critical
work on this grave challenge to our peoples, places, cultures, and economies.'
The working mission of the Task Force is to “document, inform, and support the climate
action efforts of tribal nations and Native organizations, and identify and advocate for policies and
funding designed to empower their ability to engage in effective, sustainable climate action.'
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The inaugural meeting of the Task Force will take place on Monday, June 24, 2019 at
NCAI’s Mid Year Conference in Reno, Nevada."
Emily Holden, "Harvard and Yale students disrupt football game for fossil fuel protest/:
Students began campaigning in 2012 for both universities to stop investing in oil and gas
companies that contribute to climate crisis," The Guardian, November 23, 2019,
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2019/nov/23/harvard-yale-football-game-protest-fossilfuels, reported, "Students and alumni from Harvard and Yale disrupted the annual football
game between the two elite universities on Saturday, occupying the field in New Haven,
Connecticut, at half-time and demanding the colleges divest from investment in fossil fuels.
More than 200 protesters stalled the high-profile game for around an hour, many chanting:
“Hey Hey! Ho Ho! Fossil fuels have got to go!” The protest was briefly booed by some in a crowd
of 44,989 and discussed widely on social media."
Food & Water Action, September 10, 2019, https://www.foodandwateraction.org/climate/abold-new-strategic-vision-for-food-wateraction/?j=306164&sfmc_sub=6057815&l=35&mid=100001791, stated in an E-mail, "Together
we’ve accomplished so much — we’ve banned fracking, protected water for people over
corporate profits, fought for safe food for everyone and demanded clean energy to ensure a
livable climate.
But I’m writing because
. And the only way we’ll tackle these challenges is with a
bold, strategic plan. And the only way we’ll win is with you.
So, I want to share with you our new vision for Food & Water Action.
This plan recognizes our urgent reality: We are running out of time to make the big
changes we know are necessary for the survival of our planet. And while we’ve always been
ready to fight for our future, this plan gives us a clearer focus on the priorities, goals and timelines
that we need to win.
We will keep working persistently and strategically, as we have the past 14 years, but we’re
spotlighting three core campaigns that speak directly to the things we’re fighting for:
Stop Catastrophic Climate Change by working at the federal, state and local levels to
eliminate the production and use of fossil fuels. We are the national leader in the fight to ban
fracking and stop fossil fuel pipelines, power plants and so much more; this effort builds on
dozens of wins over the last 14 years. We are doubling down on our success to win bigger victories
to end climate chaos.
Fight for Clean & Affordable Public Water for All by passing legislation to ensure the
funding our water infrastructure needs and putting a stop to toxic chemicals and fracking
waste that pollute our waterways.
Ban Factory Farms to help create a just and equitable food system that protects our
air, water, communities, family farmers and climate.
Our primary focus will be on these three areas, but we won’t stop fighting on other
critical issues, including: plastic contamination in our food, water and environment; water
privatization; strengthening organic food standards and food safety laws; promoting a just
society; and more.
The challenges we are taking on today are the biggest issues humanity has ever faced. Our
approach to these issues is bold, uncompromising and hard-hitting — and it works. Every part of
our identity, from our core campaigns to our tagline — Fight Like You Live Here — captures and
shares that strength, conviction and hope."
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"New Mexico: Shut Down This Oil and Gas Lease Sale," Center for Biological Diversity,
December
13,
2019,
https://act.biologicaldiversity.org/onlineactions/E9avEbQXBEiPk5RHMVvzHw2?sourceid=10052
95&utm_source=action&utm_medium=email&contactdata=vNYjsHqDSkl4wd1g3SREQ%2f%2bq
8Bkaf%2bF2xZEcYz7JtK8%2fDAMu8kK8wF%2bRa0lke%2b%2bzXT2G0BBU0k85QVV31UDf
tZr%2fc0tP%2b6j7EmUsXjZ3oDDr7C1UevAPeO5T0K8tZLZ3fhGHba0dbMQqW99%2bbFKN9
GlaytQN9k88b2JIvPOxRsJGQte59SfDvkxiX1ZDys%2fo&emci=d4f16173-981b-ea11-828b2818784d6d68&emdi=fe3a877a-a81d-ea11-a601-2818784d6d68&ceid=357453, stated, "The
Trump administration is planning another dangerous oil and gas lease sale for New Mexico
in February. Thousands of people plan to file protests opposing the plan.
Will you add your voice?
If we don't speak up, the Bureau of Land Management will lease thousands of acres of
public and ancestral tribal lands in New Mexico — including 1,300 more acres in the Greater
Chaco region and nearly 14,000 acres in Greater Carlsbad.
In Greater Chaco the BLM foresees thousands more oil and gas wells in an area
already besieged by 40,000. Any more will devastate the area's air, water and wildlife. And in
Greater Carlsbad oil and gas companies operating in the Permian Basin are completing wells
at an astounding rate, contaminating the air and fueling climate disruption."
The Navajo Nation Resource and Development Committee was asking the U.S.
Congress, in December 2019, to reduce the 10 mile no drilling zone around Chaco Canyon
National Monument in New Mexico from 10 miles to 5, arguing that the larger zone may cause
Dine with land within the 10 mile zone to lose income, particularly from oil and gas royalties
(Arlyssa Becenti, "RDC wants Chaco buffer zone reduced, " Navajo Times, December 5, 2019).
Andrea Germanos, "Law Enforcement Crushing Pipeline Dissent in Minnesota at Water
Protectors' Blockade of Enbridge Terminal: Police were about to saw off the leg of a tripod from
which a protester was hanging, activists said," Common Dreams, November 25, 2019,
https://www.commondreams.org/news/2019/11/25/law-enforcement-crushing-pipeline-dissentminnesota-water-protectors-blockade,
reported,
"Police
in
Clearbrook,
Minnesota
were accused of putting the 'profits of oil companies before human life' after activists said
law enforcement on Monday began sawing the leg of a tripod from which a tar sands
protester was suspended.
An estimated 30 protesters blockaded the entrance to Enbrige's Clearbrook Terminal
in a display of ongoing opposition to the oil company's proposed Line 3 project, which would
bring tar sands from Alberta to a Wisconsin shipping hub, passing through Minnesota.
Several activists held a large banner across the road to the entrance reading 'Stop Line 3.
Protect the Sacred.' They stood in front of 21-year-old Sara-Beth Anderson, who
was suspended from the tripod.
The ResistLine3 Twitter account shared photos and details about the action on social media,
including that police began to saw one of the tripod legs, prompting Anderson to come down on
her own to avoid bodily harm.
After Anderson descended, she was taken into police custody.
In a press statement ahead of the action, Anderson said she was undertaking 'this risk for
the unborn, for the Indigenous peoples fighting to protect their territories all over the planet, for the
oceans.'
The Line 3 project has been the target of sustained criticism and protests over its threats to
human rights and the environment, including jeopardizing water resources.
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Critics say the pipeline project would violate tribal nations' sovereignty and expands
fossil fuel infrastructure when the climate crisis shows the need to stop investing in dirty
fuels.
StopLine3 noted an additional concern in a tweet on Monday. "With projects like Line 3
come man camps that increase violence against Indigenous women. 1 in 3 native women will
be sexually assaulted in their lifetime. This ongoing colonialism must end. We must #StopLine3.'
The power of protest hasn't gone without the notice of law enforcement. According to
records obtained earlier this year by The Intercept, Minnesota police looked to the example
North Dakota law enforcement set in their harsh crackdown of Standing Rock protesters to
gear up for their own potential crackdown of Line 3 protesters.
'The destruction of the sacred is happening because of these terrible decisions to keep
extracting, to keep harming the Earth despite what climate science has told the world's leaders,"
Anderson said in her statement.
'Anyone can take a stand against the greatest threat facing our shared world,' she added, 'get
involved, get involved now.'
Our work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-Share Alike 3.0 License."
"Despite Government Approval the TMX Pipeline Will Never Be Built," Tiny House
Worriers, Press Release, June 20, 2019, stated, "(Blue River, So-called British Columbia, June 18,
2019) The Tiny House Warriors responded to Cabinet approval of the Transmountain
Pipeline by insisting that it will never be built on Secwempemc land, which includes 50% of
the proposed pipeline route.
The Tiny House Warriors are a group of Secwepemc land and water defenders who for the
past year, have been gathered in a new village of tiny houses on Secwepemc territory near Blue
Ri- ver. The village site is along the proposed pipeline route and just across from a planned
thousand man camp for pipeline construction workers and the Ting House Warriors are insisting
they will not allow either the man-camp or the pipeline to be built on their territory.
'The Trudeau government does not have the right to put a pipeline through unceded
Secwepemc land,' says Kanahus Manuel, a spokesperson for the Tiny House Warriors. 'To try
to legitimize this illegal act, Canada uses what legal scholars call its 'cunning misinterpretation
of 'consent' which is inconsistent with Indigenous, constitutional and international law.'
'The fact that they have a few sellout Indian Act chiefs supporting their pipeline in no
way legitimizes it. The salaries of these sellouts are directly paid by the Department of Indian
Affairs and they have no right to speak for the people who are the rightful titleholders of the
land.'
'The same goes for the idea of selling this worthless pipeline to Indigenous people and
using Indian Trust monies to back this up. This is merely trying to put a brown face on the rape
of our land. We will not allow that to happen.'
And while the United Nations is today looking into the genocidal murders of Indigenous
women and girls uncovered by the MMIWG Report, we will not allow Trans Mountain pipeline
to insert a man camp of a thousand white men into our territory to continue and even accelerate
the genocidal rape and murders of our women and girls.”
'Today, we are calling on all of our Indigenous and non-Indigenous allies to join us in this
battle to ensure the man-camps are not built and the Trans Mountain pipeline will not pass.'
Contact: Kanahus Manuel (250)852-3924, kanahusmanuel@gmail.com."
The website, Elect Democratic Women, stated in an E-mail, August 28, 2019,
https://go.electdemocraticwomen.org/page/s/protect-indigenous32

lands?source=MS_EM_PET_2019.08.28_B1_Protect-Indigenous-Lands_X__F1_S1_C1__all, "Did
you know that indigenous people own more than 50% of the world’s land???
These lands include critically important and fragile ecosystems like the Amazon
rainforest -- which survive in large part because indigenous people have protected them
for CENTURIES.
BUT ... -- governments only recognize indigenous people’s rights to JUST 10% of
these lands!!!
Without protection, these lands will be subject to MASSIVE deforestation and destruction
and our entire planet will SUFFER. We MUST tell governments to recognize indigenous people’s
rights to their land!!
The Amazon rainforest produces 20% of the worlds oxygen and indigenous people have
traditionally held sovereignty of over 375,000 acres of this precious rainforest.
But their right to this land is under CONSTANT attack… and right now the Amazon
rainforest
is
ablaze
with
the
largest
and
most
deadly
fire
in YEARS.
Indigenous people’s rights to their land are being RIPPED away around the world… even
here in the U.S. oil, gas, and mining companies have threatened to destroy indigenous lands!!
..., if we want to get serious about stopping climate change, we MUST protect
indigenous people’s lands. PERIOD."
"Inexorable Solidarity with the Indigenous Peoples of Brazil," Indigenous Environmental
Network, E-mail, August 28, 2019, stated, "As the fires rage on in Brazil, the Climate Justice
Alliance (CJA) stands in solidarity with the Indigenous peoples of the Amazon as they fight
back against the war being waged on them by Brazilian President Bolsonaro. His racist and
unapologetically illogical positions are a dangerous mix for all peoples of the world and
Mother Earth. Now is the time to respect and honor our planet and the Indigenous peoples of
her land, rather than destroy them.
We stand together with our brothers and sisters who continue to fight to protect their
land, their traditional knowledge and practices, and struggle for a better world. Returning to
local and place based solutions, like agroecological farming, to combat the climate emergency is
the only pathway forward. Opening up the Amazon to capitalists and developers for increased
plunder, as Bolsonaro desires, will only cause more fires, more mayhem and push us to the brink of
climate catastrophe.
The fact that, just yesterday, President Bolsonaro announced that accepting global
assistance to fight the fires would require an apology to stroke his ego, is further proof that he’s
putting profits above people and above the planet. It’s a pernicious irony that at a time when
Bolsonaro has signaled that the Amazon is “open for business,” that he accused nations who have
signaled their willingness to assist with the fires as having a “colonist mindset.”
That’s why CJA stands behind the Indigenous peoples of Brazil who are valiantly fighting
back against racist attacks while trying to protect their land and peoples from false climate
“solutions”, including market-based schemes such as carbon offsets and REDD and REDD +.
These do nothing more than commodify forests and enable big industry to keep on polluting
through a colonization process that encroaches on sovereign Indigenous territory.
We must stop placing the burden of global white supremacy, disaster capitalism and
environmental injustice disproportionately on poor communities and nations. CJA demands that
our lawmakers take responsibility through just policies, just recovery and Just Transition in lieu of
bigoted
greed
and
violence.
CJA will continue to stand in solidarity with Indigenous peoples as expressed in
our recently passed resolution (https://docs.google.com/document/d/17gpyLTxmSVjFY_8O3pP333

IgpVAiLRQMR2a_pqS5PU9I/edit, also below in Dialoguing) during CJA’s National Member
Convening held in Albuquerque, NM in March 2019. For more information read the recent joint
statement by CJA member, Indigenous Environmental Network, and the Rainforest Action
Network.
To directly support leaders of the Amazon fighting these attacks, we suggest you support
Chief Ninawa, President of the Huni Kui Federation of the Brazilian Amazon in the State of Acre.
He is a long time leader in protecting the forests and land of Brazil, and all of Mother Earth. More
information is
available
at:
https://www.gofundme.com/f/medical-bill-support-for-chiefninawa039s-family?pc=pd_personal_url&rcid=r01-156692957775-912aa22f1fc74201."
"I n d i g e n o u s E n v i r o n m e n t a l N e t w o r k R e s p o n d s t o G o v e r n o r I n s l e e ’ s
F r e e d o m f r o m F o s s i l F u e l s P l a n , " Indigenous Environmental Network, June 24, 2019,
https://www.mynewsletterbuilder.com/email/newsletter/1414043016,
stated, "Presidential
candidate Governor Jay Inslee released a bold plan to prevent climate chaos today,
titled Freedom from Fossil Fuels. The plan lays the groundwork for America to transition from
its dependency on fossil fuels and advocates for a just transom towards a sustainable, renewable
economy. America is the largest producer of oil and gas and has a moral responsibility to make the
necessary changes to protect all our relatives across the world from the climate crisis that is
dictating weather and migration patterns.
With further bold action, Governor Inslee’s plan lays out proposals for tribal nation
inclusion, by 'directing federal agencies to fully empower tribal nations, through free, prior
and informed consent, and the enforcement of treaty rights, to reject major infrastructure
proposals that would adversely impact their people, land, water, or cultural resources. And
requiring all federal environmental review and permitting processes to involve thorough
consultation with and input from local communities.'”
U.S. Youth Climate Strike stated in an E-mail, June26, 2019. "Tonight and tomorrow night,
the first Democratic Presidential Primary Debate will be held in Miami, FL.
Not coincidentally, a massive forest fire is currently raging in the nearby Everglades
National Park. The forest fire has already consumed 18,500 acres of wildlife, according to
Brian Kahn of Earther, which is a not-so-subtle reminder of the severity of the climate crisis,
and of the critical turning point that we are at in either avoiding or experiencing climate
change's worst impacts.
That is why we call upon you to continue to force the discussion around the climate
crisis as you watch, listen, and discuss this first debate. You can do so by posting on social
media about USYCS' petition calling upon the DNC to host a #climatedebate, which can be
found here, and calling out the DNC for their initial rejection of the proposition."
Kendra Chamberlain, "Navajo government officials, environmental groups want review of
BLM’s Chaco Canyon leases," New Mexico Political Report, July 16, 2016,
http://nmpoliticalreport.com/2019/07/16/navajo-government-officials-environmental-groups-wantreview-of-blms-chaco-canyon-leases/?mc_cid=9fc33cf88e&mc_eid=cde7993ced,
reported,
"Environmental groups and Navajo government officials are criticizing the U.S. Bureau of Land
Management over the bureau’s handling of oil and gas leases approved in the Greater Chaco area.
Navajo leaders and 16 tribal and environmental organizations addressed their concerns in a letter
sent to BLM’s New Mexico state director Tim Spisak last week calling for more public hearings on
the issue."
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The letter is available at: http://nmpoliticalreport.com/2019/07/16/navajo-governmentofficials-environmental-groups-want-review-of-blms-chaco-canyonleases/?mc_cid=9fc33cf88e&mc_eid=cde7993ced. It reads in part,
“We urge you to reject the U.S. Bureau of Land Management’s Findings of No
Significant Impact and Environmental Assessments... developed in response to the Tenth
Circuit’s ruling in Diné Citizens Against Ruining Our Environment v. Bernhardt , 923 F.3d
831 (10th Cir. 2019) [holding that BLM violated the National Environmental Policy Act
(NEPA) when it approved environmental assessments for five sets of oil and gas wells that did
not address the cumulative water impacts of nearly 4,000 horizontal Mancos Shale wells in
the Greater Chaco region]. The undersigned also request that the BLM provide a 60-day
public comment period and hold public hearings in conjunction with the proposals in
question."
"Here, BLM fails to account for the cumulative impacts of oil and gas development on
our water and climate within New Mexico as well as regionally and nationally.
Given this, the BLM’s administrative actions are similarly legally invalid.
With regard to climate, it is indefensible for BLM to continue to claim that its
fossil fuel program, which is responsible for more than ten percent of the nation’s total
climate pollution, is 'insignificant.'
In 2019, there is no denying that continued expansion of oil and gas production and
infrastructure is simply incompatible with any reasonable climate mitigation strategy. As you
know, a massive and growing body of science, including the Fourth National Climate Assessment
and IPCC 2018 Special Report provides overwhelming evidence that climate hazards are
more urgent and more severe than previously thought, and that aggressive reductions in emissions
within the next decade are essential to avoiding the most devastating climate change harms. The
IPCC report concludes that pathways to limit warming to 1.5°C with little or no overshoot require
“a rapid phase out of CO2 emissions and deep emissions reductions in other GHGs and climate
forcers.”
Additionally, when analyzing oil and gas development proposals to assure compliance with
the National Historic Preservation Act, the BLM has only narrowly assessed adverse impacts to
historical sites in the Greater Chaco Landscape. The Greater Chaco region is more than a
handful of iconic ruins. Rather, the region is an interconnected fabric of Ancestral
Puebloan cultural influence and impact. As such, preservation of the historical values of this
region requires a landscape-level approach to analysis and conservation. Unfortunately, the
BLM is not assuring landscape-level cultural protections in the Greater Chaco region. Rather,
the agency is addressing only direct impacts to isolated ruins and/or discrete archaeological sites
that have been previously identified. Worse, in spite of a commitment to analyze more than 5,000
cultural sites in the region, the agency has yet to follow through with this analysis.
Furthermore, the short 10-day public comment period provided for
these environmental assessments once again signals to the public that the agency does not
intend to provide adequate time for the public to meaningfully comment on its cumulative
impacts analysis for these EAs. The BLM has provided a deadline for comments on these
proposals by
Wednesday,
July
10,
2019. Given
the
immense
environmental
controversy surrounding the agency’s proposal, as well as substantial public interest, we request the
agency do more than provide a 10-day comment period that ultimately only includes seven work
days. We request the BLM bring a higher level of respect and consideration to its public process."
"The letter included support from local organizations Southwest Native Cultures, the
Counselor Chapter of the Navajo Nation, Tewa Women United, Native American Voters Alliance
Education Project, Pueblo Action Alliance, Torreon Community Alliance, Multicultural Alliance
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for a Safe Environment, San Juan Citizens Alliance, WildEarth Guardians, Earth Holder
Community, MoveOn New Mexico and New Energy Economy as well as five out-of-state
organizations."
Jessica Corbett, "'If a House Is on Fire, You Don't Add Fuel': 530 Groups Back Call to
Rapidly Phase Out Fossil Fuels Worldwide: Widespread support for the Lofoten Declaration comes
as world leaders meet in NYC for the U.N. Climate Action Summit," Common Dreams, September
23, 2019, https://www.commondreams.org/news/2019/09/23/if-house-fire-you-dont-add-fuel-530groups-back-call-rapidly-phase-out-fossil-fuels?cdorigin=rss&utm_term=AO&utm_campaign=Weekly%20Newsletter&utm_content=email&utm_so
urce=Weekly%20Newsletter&utm_medium=Email, reported, "The environmental group
Stand.earth announced on Monday that 530 organizations have signed on to the Lofoten
Declaration, which calls for rapidly phasing out fossil fuels on a global scale and transitioning
to clean energy, as world leaders and activists gathered in New York City for the United
Nations
'If a house is on fire, you don't add fuel. True leadership in response to the climate
emergency means having the courage to commit to ending the expansion of oil and gas production
and make a plan to transition communities and workers to better opportunities,' said Catherine
Abreu of Climate Action Network, one of the hundreds of groups from 76 countries backing the
declaration.
Drafted by academics, analysts, and activists at a conference in Norway's Lofoten Islands in
2017, the declaration says in part that 'global climate change is a crisis of unprecedented scale, and
it will take unprecedented action to avoid the worst consequences of our dependence on oil, coal,
and gas. Equally as critical as reducing demand and emissions is the need for immediate and
ambitious action to stop exploration and expansion of fossil fuel projects and manage the decline of
existing production in line with what is necessary to achieve the Paris climate goals.'
'It is the urgent responsibility and moral obligation of wealthy fossil fuel producers to lead
in putting an end to fossil fuel development and to manage the decline of existing production,'
continues the declaration, which highlights major scientific findings and expresses support for
frontline communities already enduring consequences of the climate crisis. 'We call on these
governments and companies to recognize that continued fossil fuel exploration and production
without a managed decline and a just transition is irreconcilable with meaningful climate action.'
In spite of increasingly urgent warnings from scientists about the impacts of fossil fuels as
well as mounting calls from the public for world leaders to pursue bolder policies to drive down
planet-warming emissions and combat the human-caused climate crisis—including the millions of
people who took to the streets across the globe last week for a youth-led climate strike—the oil and
gas industry continues to expand.
Over the next five years, according to Stand.earth, the fossil fuel industry plans to spend
$1.4 trillion to boost production around the world, which will result in an additional 92 gigatonnes
of carbon pollution and further decrease the likelihood that the international community can meet
the Paris agreement goal of limiting global temperature rise by 2100 to well below 2°C above preindustrial levels.
'Everyone knows the world must dramatically reduce production and emissions of fossil
fuels if we are going to have a safe climate. Yet everyone continues to argue that their oil and gas
expansion fits within a global plan. The math doesn't work,' Tzeporah Berman of Stand.earth said
Monday. 'Expansion of oil and gas threatens us all and we need to stop pretending the solution is a
technological fix and stop expansion by regulating production globally.'
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Alex Doukas of Oil Change International, which also supports the declaration, noted that
'with the transition to clean energy well underway, a growing number of investors see oil and
gas projects as a bad investment.'
The global movement that pressures institutions and governments to divest from the oil and
gas industry recently celebrated a major milestone, revealing earlier this month that campaigners
have secured divestment commitments from more than 1,110 institutions with over $11 trillion in
assets. However, despite these strides in divestment, world governments keep pouring billions of
dollars of subsidies into propping up the fossil fuel industry.
'We're in the midst of a climate emergency,' said Doukas, 'and [the] massive surge in
climate activism makes it increasingly untenable for financiers to continue wasting money on an oil
and gas industry that ultimately needs to disappear if we're serious about climate action.'
Read the Lofoten Declaration: Climate Leadership Requires a Managed Decline of Fossil
Fuel Production in full below:
Global climate change is a crisis of unprecedented scale, and it will take unprecedented
action to avoid the worst consequences of our dependence on oil, coal, and gas. Equally as critical
as reducing demand and emissions is the need for immediate and ambitious action to stop
exploration and expansion of fossil fuel projects and manage the decline of existing production in
line with what is necessary to achieve the Paris climate goals.
Clean, safe, and renewable fuels are already redefining how we see energy and it is time for
nations to fully embrace 21st century energy and phase out fossil fuels.
The Lofoten Declaration affirms that it is the urgent responsibility and moral obligation of
wealthy fossil fuel producers to lead in putting an end to fossil fuel development and to manage the
decline of existing production.
We stand in solidarity with, and offer our full support for, the growing wave of impacted
communities around the world who are taking action to defend and protect their lives and
livelihoods in the face of fossil fuel extraction and climate change. It is a priority to elevate these
efforts. Frontline communities are the leaders we must look to as we all work together for a safer
future.
A global transition to a low carbon future is already well underway. Continued expansion of
oil, coal, and gas is only serving to hinder the inevitable transition while at the same time
exacerbating conflicts, fuelling corruption, threatening biodiversity, clean water and air, and
infringing on the rights of Indigenous Peoples and vulnerable communities.
Energy access and demand are and must now be met fully through the clean energies of the
21st century. Assertions that new fossil fuels are needed for this transformation are not only
inaccurate; they also undermine the speed and penetration of clean energy.
We recognize that a full transition away from fossil fuels will take decades, but also, that this shift
is an opportunity more than a burden. We are in a deep hole with climate. We must begin by not
digging ourselves any deeper.
Research shows that the carbon embedded in existing fossil fuel production will take us far
beyond safe climate limits. Thus, not only are new exploration and new production incompatible
with limiting global warming to well below 2ºC (and as close to 1.5ºC as possible), but many
existing projects will need to be phased-out faster than their natural decline.
This task should be first addressed by countries, regions, and corporate actors who are best
positioned in terms of wealth and capacity to undergo an ambitious just transition away from fossil
fuel production. In particular, leadership must come from countries that are high-income, have
benefitted from fossil fuel extraction, and that are historically responsible for significant emissions.
We call on these governments and companies to recognize that continued fossil fuel
exploration and production without a managed decline and a just transition is irreconcilable with
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meaningful climate action. We also note that there are tremendous leadership opportunities for
these countries to demonstrate that moving beyond oil, coal, and gas—both demand and
production—is not only possible, but can be done while protecting workers, communities, and
economies.
Our work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-Share Alike 3.0 License."
"NCAI Condemns U.S. Withdrawal from Paris Climate Agreement, Continues to Support
Accord," National Congress of American Indians (NCAI), November 5, 2019,
http://www.ncai.org/news/articles/2019/11/05/ncai-condemns-u-s-withdrawal-from-paris-climateagreement-continues-to-support-accord, stated. "The National Congress of American Indians
(NCAI) condemns the United States’ actions in formally withdrawing from the Paris Climate
Agreement as reported earlier this week. NCAI stands with tribal nations’ continued support
for the Paris Accord.
'By withdrawing from the Paris Climate Agreement, the Administration is violating its trust
responsibilities and countless treaties and agreements with America's tribal nations to ensure the
sustainability of the ecosystems we all rely upon to survive,' said NCAI President Fawn Sharp.
In 2017, tribal leaders from across the United States unanimously passed an NCAI
resolution (MOH-17-053) to formally support the Paris Climate Agreement. While the Agreement
includes nearly 200 countries who had signed on in 2015, the United States is the only country to
announce its withdrawal.
'Faced with this existential threat, America’s tribal nations will seize the mantle of
leadership, re-double our efforts to fight climate change at home and abroad, and utilize all of our
sovereign authorities, rights, and resources to fight this rush to extinction,' Sharp said.
President Sharp, who also serves as the President of the Quinault Indian Nation in Tahola,
WA, is a tribal leader whose nation has been directly impacted by the adverse effects of climate
change. Two of Quinault’s ancestral fishing villages, Taholah and Queets, are both facing
imminent destruction by rising sea levels and forced relocation upland in the near future.
Indigenous peoples in the United States and around the world depend on the health of their
ecosystems and natural resources for social, economic, and cultural vitality. The effects of climate
change often disproportionately and most severely impact tribal nations, from causing relocation,
the loss of hunting and fishing ecosystems, and changing weather patterns adversely affecting
traditional plants and medicines.
NCAI will continue to stand firmly in advancing indigenous peoples’ interests in
implementing the Paris Agreement and reinforcing its commitment to action on climate change."
"Washington deals setback to Kalama methanol refinery!" Washington Environmental
Council,
November
30,
2019,
https://waenvironment.cmail20.com/t/ViewEmail/i/C79C99C3A371DDE02540EF23F30FEDED/4FD
CB9C5661E177F6CBD507C784BD83B, stated, "The Washington Department of Ecology made a
major decision regarding the world’s largest fracked gas-to-methanol refinery proposed in
Kalama, WA. Ecology rightfully determined that the project backers failed to provide complete,
adequate information to state regulators about the project’s climate impacts. Now, Ecology
will conduct a new Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to understand the full
impacts of this project. This is a big decision! Ecology’s action marks a setback for the world’s
largest proposed fracked gas-to-methanol refinery, and more importantly, shows that your voice
matters. Your advocacy is making a difference in protecting our climate from a project that
would quickly become one of Washington’s biggest greenhouse gas polluters. Our work is not
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done. Join us in protecting the Kalama community and our climate by signing this petition and
supporting Ecology’s effort to hold the project backers accountable."
Lisa Friedman, "Trump, Facing Farmers’ Discontent, Plans Help for Ethanol," The New
York Times, October 7, 2019, https://www.nytimes.com/2019/10/04/climate/trump-ethanolfarmers.html?te=1&nl=climatefwd:&emc=edit_clim_20191009?campaign_id=54&instance_id=12959&segment_id=17722&user
_id=2984790c14170290245238c0cd4fd927&regi_id=52235981, reported, "The Environmental
Protection Agency and the Department of Agriculture jointly proposed new rules on Friday
that would increase ethanol consumption at the expense of oil refineries to help corn and
soybean farmers buffeted by President Trump’s trade wars.
The plan would overhaul the system of quotas for ethanol, a fuel that is made from corn and
other crops, as they blend their fuels. Its overall goal is to increase the sale of the biofuel beyond
the current mandate of 15 billion gallons annually.
It also will ensure that a gasoline blend made of 15 percent ethanol will be available at
the pumps already in place at most gas stations, rather than requiring the installation of new
pumps."
Environmentally, the increase in these biofuels will lead to a moderate increase in
CO2 emissions, and of some other pollutants, with some small reduction of others.
Mary Lunetta, "Don’t Be Fooled: Annual Fees on Electric Vehicle Drivers Are Not 'Fair,'”
Sierra Club, April 2, 2018, updated April 2019, https://www.sierraclub.org/compass/2018/04/dont-be-fooled-annual-fees-electric-vehicle-drivers-are-notfair?utm_source=drive_ev&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=newsletter,
stated,

Editor's Note: Unfortunately, 2019 is turning out to be a big year for EV fee policies
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proposed and passed. Several additional states are now considering implementing fees, and
some states with existing fees are considering increases. As of March 2019, 22 states have
implemented EV fees, and more are expected to follow suit in the coming months. The map
above reflects
In 2015, only a handful of states had fees on electric vehicles (EVs). Today, there are 22
states with newly adopted annual registration fees and nine additional states are considering
them -- but don’t be fooled: These fees are unfairly punitive for drivers, while barely making
a dent in state coffers.
To cover up their own failure to act, some states are trying to create punitive fees for
families that drive electric vehicles. This isn’t a solution. It’s punishing people and families who
are seeking to reduce their carbon footprint and drive some of the most efficient and fun cars out
there. States must act to care for our roads, highways, bridges, and their maintenance, but not on
the backs of families who choose to drive electric vehicles.
Is It Fair?
Right now, states are trying to impose fees that would charge drivers anywhere from $50 for plugin hybrids to $200 for fully electric cars. This would be, on average, charging these families $23
more than everyone else. Turns out, EV fees aren’t so fair.
Recent analysis by Drive Electric Minnesota looked at the combination of taxes paid
by all vehicles and found that EV owners usually pay just as much or more in state vehicle
taxes as their fossil fuel counterparts.
Vehicle ownership and operation contribute to multiple state-revenue streams, not
just the gas tax. EVs currently contribute more in excise tax and state sales tax than gasfueled vehicles, as those taxes are based on a car's retail value, which is generally higher for
EVs than other cars. For example, the fully electric Nissan Leaf S sells for $30,680, and a basic
Tesla S goes for $68,000.
Beyond traditional transportation taxes and fees, EV drivers also contribute to
electricity sales taxes. Our friends at Acadia Center recently released a policy paper that digs into
that and related topics.
Additionally, drivers of gas-fueled cars are not charged a fee on the public costs of the
pollution they create, including to our climate and our public health. It is rather disingenuous
to claim seeking “fairness” for the costs of road usage but then not to seek fairness for the costs of
unhealthy air that harms everyone.
The gag is up. So much for creating a “fair” system.
Ev Fees Fail to Close Budget Gaps
Perhaps most important is that these proposed taxes won’t even make a dent in the budgets
that these legislators are claiming they would fix. Maine has an annual $159 million funding gap
for roads and bridges, and the proposed fees (the highest in the country) would raise only $2.9
million in 2020 -- recovering only a tiny percentage of its budget deficit. Utah has fewer than
5,000 registered EVs. If its proposed budget passes, it would bring in an additional $400,000 in
revenue -- only .02 percent of a $2 billion dollar budget shortfall.
Even in California, the new EV fee is expected to generate only about $200 million over the
next decade.
In 2017, the Oklahoma Supreme Court struck down its state’s EV fee, ruling the tax
unconstitutional and unjustified. Had H.B. 1449 passed, the fee would have only brought in a
million dollars annually to fill a $900 million deficit -- helping offset a mere 1 percent of the
deficit. Despite last years’ defeat, Oklahoma lawmakers are giving the proposed fee another go in
the 2018 legislative session.
Many Of These Ev Fee Policies Are Crafted By Big Oil
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It’s no coincidence that this attack comes at a time when EVs are just starting to take off
within the larger auto industry. Reportedly, Koch Industries has spent nearly $10 million
dollars annually on a campaign to boost petroleum-based transportation fuels and attack
government support for electric vehicles because of the risk EVs pose for the fossil fuel
industry. The American Legislative Exchange Council (ALEC), a right-wing state-legislation
machine funded by the Koch brothers and several other multinational corporations, introduced a
resolution to discourage states from providing subsidies for EVs at its States and Nation Policy
Summit.
When oil tycoons consider a rise in EV drivers to be a threat to their wallets, you know EVs
are taking off.
The truth is that the EV fees popping up around the nation are neither fair nor
effective at closing budget deficits. They are, however, likely to affect EV adoption and slow
their benefits from being enjoyed by all when the need to incentivize and accelerate the
switch to cleaner cars is strongest.
These fees function as a “gas ceiling,” a systemic barrier faced by people who can’t or don’t
want to afford punitive fees. People with lower income are disproportionately impacted by air
pollution, which includes women, people of color, and the physically disabled. All people deserve
to get from point A to point B without suffering from harmful exposure to dirty air -- not just the
people who can afford the extra costs of emission-free driving.
Prior to its zero-emissions vehicle (ZEV) fee, Georgia was one of the nation’s most
thriving ZEV markets. When the state legislature repealed its $5,000 tax credit in 2015 and
imposed a $200 annual registration fee (the largest fee levied on ZEVs to date in the U.S.),
sales of ZEVs tumbled by almost 90 percent.
Growth of the EV market is critical for states to meet their responsibilities to provide
their residents with healthy air to breathe and a healthy planet to inhabit. At a time when
every federal and many state environmental protection policies are under attack -- from emissions
standards being rolled back to ending funding for research on toxic chemicals that harm children's
health -- we must resist any effort that works as a barrier to expanding zero-emission transportation
and instead advocate for fair, effective policies that expand access to cleaner cars and cleaner air.
People must be incentivized, not penalized, for switching to cleaner vehicles.
And we know these incentives work. Recently, New York Governor Cuomo announced that
EV sales rose more than 60 percent in New York in 2017 over 2016 after a consumer EV rebate of
up to $2,000 per driver was launched in early 2017.
If state legislators don’t want to prioritize fair fiscal laws, clean air, or closing budget
shortfalls in meaningful ways, then they are forcing our hand. We are left with no choice other than
to ban the sale of all gas-powered cars. Just joking! (...or are we?)"
Friends of the Earth stated August 9, 2019, "Help protect endangered wildlife: Tell
FERC to put the breaks on the Alaska LNG pipeline!
From the Williams pipeline in New York to the Jordan Cove pipeline in Oregon, fracking is
threatening our communities.
Now Trump is considering a new pipeline in Alaska -- the Alaska LNG pipeline. It
would transport up to 20 million tons of fracked liquid natural gas through the heart of
caribou habitats each year. It would also threaten endangered polar bears, endangered
beluga whales, and their habitats. We can’t let this happen.
The good news: It’s not too late to stop this project. The Federal Energy Regulatory
Commission (FERC) is accepting public comments on the draft environmental impact statement.
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So it’s up to engaged environmentalists like you, Stephen, to demand FERC reject this disastrous
proposal. Can we count on your support?
Fracked gas is far too dangerous to be transported through our wild places. Just this
April, a gas leak in North Carolina forced officials to evacuate a nearby building. And while
they were evacuating, there was a massive explosion. One person died and more than a dozen
others were injured.
FERC’s own environmental impact study shows that this pipeline would devastate
surrounding wetlands. It would result in permanent loss of forests and permanently
devastate caribou wildlands. This is an unacceptable risk for our environment.
On top of the safety risks, if we want to avert the worst impacts of climate chaos, we
can’t keep fracking. Instead, we need to rapidly transition away from all fossil fuels. FERC
should not be accepting any projects with such destructive impacts on our environment. But the
agency will only change course if they feel pressure from people like you!
All across the country, people are standing up to the fossil fuel industry’s destruction.
States from Maryland to Florida have banned or are considering banning fracking altogether due
to the environmental harm it causes. There has never been a better moment to stand up to the fossil
fuel industry. But it’s an uphill battle. That battle starts with the Alaska LNG pipeline.
That’s why we need a strong grassroots movement to end fossil fuels. With the help of
Friends of the Earth members like you, Stephen, we can pressure FERC to reject this disastrous
pipeline proposal. But we must act fast!"
"Stop the Proposed Fracked Gas Mountain Valley Pipeline and Southgate Extension," The
Sierra
Club,
August
28,
2018,
https://act.sierraclub.org/actions/National?actionId=AR0193988&id=7010Z000001w8MkQAI&dat
a=af74bb7938539fa1a4343fadf9e1765827001e2baab7cb6dd9869dbd09dbe90d5032833c10adaedd
a207f87878818561&utm_medium=email&utm_source=sierraclub&utm_campaign=beyonddirtyfu
els&utm_content=201908_MVPsgcmt1, stated,
The Mountain Valley Pipeline (MVP) is a threat to the environment and the
communities in its path from West Virginia into Virginia. Now, the company behind this
proposed 300+ mile pipeline are scheming to get approval for the "Southgate Extension" that
would add an additional 70 miles of pipeline from southern Virginia into central North
Carolina.
Right now there is an opportunity for you and other members of the public to comment on
a draft environmental impact statement created by the Federal Energy Regulatory
Commission for the MVP’s Southgate Extension. They are ignoring the serious risks this
pipeline poses to drinking water quality and does not properly assess the effect of greenhouse
gas emissions on the environment. This is not a risk that affected communities and
landowners should be forced to bear for the profit of corporate polluters."
The linking E-mail stated, "Construction of the fracked gas Mountain Valley Pipeline
has already proven to be a disaster, with over 300 violations of commonsense water
protections before it’s even finished. Despite this horrible track record, they want to make it
longer,
but
you
can
help
stop
them.
Don’t let federal regulators ignore MVP's serious risk to water quality with an inadequate
draft environmental impact statement of the pipeline extension."
On Indigenes Peoples' Day, October 14 2016, members of the Ojibwe tribes and
supporters protested in Clearbrook Minnesota against the construction of oil Pipeline 3 for
various environmental reasons including that the inevitable spills would violate Ojibwe treaty
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rights, endangering wild rice production and the ability of tribal members to make a living
from the land inscribed in the treaty ("A Fight for Wild Rice," In These Times, December 2019).
Wilderness
Watch,
https://wildernesswatch.salsalabs.org/montanoreminedseis/index.html?eType=EmailBlastContent&
eId=a9247c29-9466-4687-968d-cd069f7f21b5, stated on August 6, 2019, "Conservationists have
long worked to protect the Cabinet Mountains Wilderness in northwest Montana from one of
the world’s largest proposed copper and silver mines. This Wilderness of high peaks and clear
lakes is home to a small population of threatened grizzly bears, as well as threatened Canada lynx
and bull trout. The water from its streams is some of the cleanest in the country.
Mining is fundamentally incompatible with wilderness preservation. The proposed
Montanore mine would dry up streams and would destroy critical habitat for lynx, bull trout,
and grizzly bears. Additionally, the Forest Service has failed to adequately address the mine’s
potential impacts to the Cabinet Mountains Wilderness or the effects of climate change
paired with mining on wildlife and water availability.
The Montanore mine has a long, complicated history, with the courts having several times
rejected its approval by the U.S. Forest Service (FS) and U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service because it
would violate multiple laws including the Endangered Species Act, the Clean Water Act, the
National Forest Management Act, and the National Environmental Policy Act.
The FS has released a Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS)
for the Evaluation (or Exploration) Phase of the mine and is currently accepting public
comments. Comments are due August 8.
The mine currently has no permit to operate or begin construction, so we need you to
take action to ensure that this mine in the Cabinet Mountains Wilderness is never built!"
Beyond Extreme Energy stated in a July 4, 2019 Email, "Jordan Cove is a proposed gas
terminal in Oregon that would be responsible for more than 36 million tons of global
warming pollution. It would be fed by the Pacific Connector pipeline, which will require a 95foot-wide clear-cut through southwest Oregon’s forests and farms.
In May the Oregon Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ) pipeline denied the Clean
Water Act permit for this dirty and dangerous project. But that’s exactly the kind of state permit
that Trump hopes to overrule with his pro-pipeline executive orders. Trump’s executive
order is only triggered if a federal agency says yes after a state agency has said no, and that
brings us back to, you guessed it, FERC (the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission).
FERC is reviewing Jordan Cove now, and their comment period closes this week. BXE
and friends will be in DC on July 18 to deliver all the signatures in Person to FERC with our usual
flair. Can you sign on now to say you're with us and oppose Jordan Cove ?
This is the latest example of how the fossil fuel industry pollutes our environment, drives
climate chaos, and harms our communities -- all while reaping massive profits for its executives.
But amazingly, even elected officials who claim to believe in climate science or support a Green
New Deal have been slow to come out against Jordan Cove. This is unacceptable because we are at
a tipping point to stop climate destruction.
The IPCC and the Trump Administration’s own National Climate Assessment give us less
than 12 years to make massive changes in our economy and energy sector before we face
devastating and irreversible climate chaos.
Within this context, our elected leaders face a stark choice. They could choose a Green New
Deal that invests in renewable energy and puts communities on the front lines of environmental
destruction at the center of the solutions. Or they could choose the Jordan Cove gas export terminal
and Pacific Connector fracked gas pipeline. It’s time for our leaders to choose.
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Simply put, Jordan Cove and the Pacific Connector would be a climate disaster.
The Oregon Department of Environmental Quality recently denied Jordan Cove an
important water quality permit. But that may not be enough to stop the project. And if FERC rules
against Oregon’s communities, tribes and climate they can use eminent domain enforced by armed
federal marshals to seize Oregon tribes’ and landowners’ property.
This is a dangerous moment – and our elected officials, including our senators and members
of Congress, need to stand up to Trump and his fossil fuel agenda. Sign now to make sure they get
the message and say NO to Jordan Cove and the Pacific Connector Pipeline NOW:
https://actionnetwork.org/petitions/oppose-the-jordan-cove-exportterminal?source=email&referrer=group-beyond-extreme-energy.
Thanks,
Drew, Ted and the Crew at Beyond Extreme Energy
Sources and References:
http://priceofoil.org/2018/01/11/jordan-cove-lng-and-pacific-connector-pipeline-greenhouse-gasemissions/
https://youtu.be/d1r2T_QRr_k
https://www.oregon.gov/newsroom/pages/NewsDetail.aspx
https://www.npr.org/2019/04/11/712121425/trump-signs-executive-orders-in-push-to-make-iteasier-to-build-oil-and-gas-pipe
https://www.198methods.org/2019/02/04/whats-a-green-new-deal-that-doesnt-ban-fossil-fuels/
https://www.foodandwaterwatch.org/news/fracking-endgame-its-literally-us-or-frackers
https://twitter.com/RogueClimate/status/1144251675990884353
https://www.theguardian.com/business/2019/may/29/energy-department-molecules-freedom-fossilfuel-rebranding
https://www.cnn.com/2019/07/01/business/lng-boom-environment-climate-change/index.html"
The Indigenous Environmental Network, "Call to Action: Stand with the Puyallup Tribe
by Demanding The Puget Sound Clean Air Agency Deny To Permit For Tacoma LNG
Project." August 29, 2019, https://www.mynewsletterbuilder.com/email/newsletter/1414101632,
stated, "The last hurdle for the Tacoma Liquified Gas (LNG) project is a permit from the
Puget Sound Clean Air Agency (PSCAA), a regional government agency charged with
limiting pollution in King, Kitsap, Pierce and Snohomish Counties. The LNG project is
designed to deliver fracked gas through Tacoma to an industrial facility situated between the
Blair and Hylebos Waterways. There the gas will be super-cooled and pressurized into a
liquid
state,
known
as
LNG
which
will
be
used
as
fuel.
The LNG facility is under construction on the ancestral homeland of the Puyallup
Tribal
Nation.
The Puyallup Tribal Nation was never consulted about the dangerous project that will
no doubt have a devastating effect on their land, economy, and culture. As we have seen so
many times with other projects, the governmental agencies in charge of the oversight of the
Tacoma LNG left tribal communities out of the conversation and have ignored their concerns.
The Puyallup Tribe is one of 18 tribal nations in Washington opposing the project,
these nations are joined by 18 human and civil rights groups, in addition to dozens of local
and statewide environmental organizations.
An LNG facility in an urban area like Tacoma is an uncommon practice for the
industry because it is known to be risky. Local advocates opposing the project have pointed out
that the company hid safety studies from the public and regulators until key approval
deadlines
had
passed.
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In July, PSCAA released a preliminary determination to issue permits for Tacoma
LNG. The determination was widely criticized by opponents for using outdated assumptions and
flawed science. This final permit, known as the Notice of Construction Application, will be decided
in early September.
Please submit a comment by September 9th demanding
the PSCAA deny the final permits for the Tacoma LNG.
ONLINE: news.puyalluptribe.com/lng
VIA EMAIL: Ralph Munoz, PublicComment@pscleanair.org
VIA MAIL: Ralph Munoz, 1904 Third Avenue, Suite 105, Seattle, WA 9810

Comment suggestions:
Tell the Puget Sound Clean Air Agency (PSCAA) that the Tacoma Liquified Gas project
permit should be denied:
The Puyallup Tribal Nation was never consulted about this project, which runs counter to
federal Indian policy. There was no consideration about how this project will impact or affect the
tribe’s health, sustainability, jurisdiction, treaty and hunting fishing rights.
This project violates the treaty rights of the Puyallup Tribal nation and other tribal nations.
There was no public health impact assessment conducted for this project. The risk for
pollution and toxic contamination is far too great for local communities.
The Final Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (FSEIS) that was submitted for
this project was flawed and used outdated science to evaluate greenhouse gas emissions."
Chase Iron Eyes, Lakota People's Law Project, stated in a September 11, 2019 E-mail, "On
Aug. 28—the day a North Dakota court wiped clean my [Chase Iron Eyes] record from the protests
at Standing Rock—my legal team succeeded in convincing our judge that discovery material
from my trial must be made public. This important victory for transparency and the First
Amendment can better position water protectors for the battle against Keystone XL. These
depositions now become valuable legal resources, especially as more states criminalize protest
and hire private armies to protect their fossil fuel investments."
"In depositions, our Lakota Law legal team pressed law enforcement officers on their
lack of knowledge about treaty law and their inappropriate collusion with TigerSwan, a
private military security firm for hire. These records can now assist other water protectors,
attorneys, journalists, and filmmakers still trying to accurately convey the real story of
Standing Rock and protect the importance of free speech in America.
Today, our movement to safeguard sacred water and ancestral lands has new momentum,
but we still have much to do. White nationalists beholden to the oil lobby remain in power and,
every day, our climate slips closer to the brink—just two more reasons to fight harder together.
Free at last of any legal restrictions, I’m ready to press forward with all required urgency! I hope
you’ll keep standing at my side, in person and in spirit."
Psychologists for Social Responsibility (PsySR), at: http://www.psysr.org, among its many
activities, "WATER PROTECTION IN THE CLIMATE EMERGENCY"
"Please join PsySR in supporting the documentary NECESSITY: OIL, WATER, AND
CLIMATE RESISTANCE (currently in post-production). Co-directed by Samantha Praus and
PsySR member Jan Haaken, the film traces the fight in Minnesota against the expansion of
pipelines carrying toxic tar sands oil through North America. When official channels of protest fail
or fall short, activists turn to civil disobedience and lawyers seek to make the courts more just in
responding to the climate crisis. The film follows indigenous and non-indigenous activists and
allies in their resistance to the pipelines traversing native lands and essential waterways. We look
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forward to showing the film in August 2019 in the PsySR suite during the APA Convention in
Chicago.
View
the
trailer
and
find
out
more at:
https://www.facEBook.com/flx/warn/?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.necessitythemovie.com%2F&h=AT2LJuQ1AOWc
bfUpKuNHZs1YYsbk6djE8rJrjC5SAOVrZWNHNBcH2QE2nO32Xmgmv0vD1v3wkH06bC5ovE
PNQcTAUyKlyY15FDXNJnzbWFZb0t5XhXhtmVsITGCR6X_SqI6ytlRSgrIYtYDxgHNt3ruRgtXDiD7
elqtI4b3j6xM1nY6oaUUW8dNnWjlHAdIAw3WQ59-7TPHGqUk9azrDdPg0Jn4_2gGEKjdcXBIAN2sRc7iGzlSkdTPDsWBmvQwkdeX0ZspU7wtS9ydIMr7oEyVNFUy3fTDW6vRx_iu4QL
UBg8BU5QXaOLXRjBCXw_Bsc8pOzoSZsIxNotoqYdfz7meDQaC5ydnfZtK0pTia7A0yapKAJ6
6llnlGmu9u2p6GNdyVc3-ALsLxxSqz2aGO5rhApCiTBbaB149wLehr6UWVjbydzCjPzE2uygBdGJDGTd4K7C5ZR_SElWIW7Fdpivsq8b74S
H5opONpqH8CKEJVEA2dSj3XzWmhNH_y2XUFnZlVAJ_6K2UkHEtLjBcax5iWkvrHkpncGkQ
-X2O1SC-yTkn-hssGzi44ZSop4bpH469Y7v1be0Mpj3qrpMwDGDSYq8S9_5Fgi3cbpCWeltLSYwa7YZqv."
The 18 member nations of the Pacific Island Forum, meeting August 13-16, 2019, on
Tuvulu called for strong international action to curb global warming induced climate change,
while assisting poorer nations in doing so, and in adopting to the new conditions, as a matter
of climate justice and human rights ("We Must Save Tuvulu to Save the World: Pacific Island
Forum Focuses on Climate Justice and Human Rights," Cultural Survival Quarterly, December
2019).
Food and Water Watch state in an E-mail, September 9, 2019, "As of May, PFAS has been
found in 610 locations and 43 states, threatening the drinking water of 19 million
Americans.1,2
Then last Friday, an investigation by the Southern California News Group found
cancer-linked toxic PFAS in dozens of water sources in California.3
These 'forever chemicals' are showing up everywhere — including bottled
water.4 And because they don’t easily break down in the environment, the best way to get rid
of them is to stop producing them in the first place.
Food & Water Watch is mobilizing grassroots support to pass comprehensive legislation to
protect our families from these dangerous forever chemicals.
Will you rush an urgent donation to help stop cancer-linked toxic PFAS?
Toxic PFAS are chemicals used in dozens of household products from water-repellent
clothing to pizza boxes to non-stick pans.
In addition to cancer, PFAS are linked to liver malfunction, birth defects, immune
system problems and more. They don’t break down in the environment, and they accumulate
in the bodies of animals and humans. At this point, virtually every American has PFAS in
their bloodstream.
Perhaps most outrageous is that even though the chemical industry has continued to flood
our environment with these dangerous toxic chemicals, newly revealed documents show that
companies like 3M knew about the health dangers of PFAS as early as the 1960s.5 Today,
companies are lobbying hard to block any regulation of PFAS, but we’re fighting back.
Food & Water Watch has a two-part strategy to stop PFAS:
First, we’re doing everything we can to alert the public about the health risks of these
dangerous chemicals, so that people can email their Congress members to tell them that action is
needed.
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Second, we’re building support for the WATER Act, comprehensive legislation that will
fully fund our water systems, including providing support to address PFAS contamination of
drinking water. So far, we have 75 cosponsors in the House and are building toward the majority
we’ll need to pass it."
_______________
1. Mapping the PFAS Contamination Crisis: New Data Show 610 Sites in 43 States, Environmental Working Group,
May 6, 2019.
2. Report: Up to 110 Million Americans Could Have PFAS-Contaminated Drinking Water, Environmental Working
Group, May 22, 2018.
3. PFAS toxins found in drinking water throughout Southern California, The Orange County Register, August 30,
2019.
4. Some Bottled Water Brands Have Concerning PFAS Levels, Massachusetts Regulator Warns, Consumer Reports,
July 12, 2019.
5. 3M Knew About the Dangers of PFOA and PFOS Decades Ago, Internal Documents Show, The Intercept, July 31,
2018."

The Nez Perce Tribe if Idaho notified the Midas Gold Company, June 5, 2019, that it
intends bring suit against the company for pollution in violation of the Clean Water Act, that
the company claims was caused by others who mined the area west of Frank Church Rive of
No Return Wilderness for over a century (Keith Ridler, "Mining company denies Nez Perce
pollution allegations, says other mins to blame," NFIC, June 2019).
The Lummi and Yakama nations of Washington State, on October 12, 2019, called for
the removal of the Dalles and Bonneville dams on the Columbia River to increase the
declining salmon population. Yakama Chairman JoDe Goudy commented that the Columbia
basin once produced 10 to 16 million salmon a year, but that has fallen to around 1 million
("Lummi stand with Yakama call for removal of dams," Navajo Times, October 12, 2019).
The All Pueblo Council of Governors, of 19 New Mexico Pueblos and one in Texas, in
October 2019, met in the Bears Ears National Monument and reaffirmed its commitment "to
protect the precious and vulnerable sacred sites within the Bears Ears Cultural Landscape"
("The All Pueblo Council of Governors Reaffirms Support for Bears Ears," Autumn-Winter 2019,
also: www.kvuer.org).
U.S. Activities
"Firth Circuit Court of Appeals to Rehear Brackeen v. Bernhardt," National Congress of the
American Indians (NCAI), November 7, 2019, http://www.ncai.org/news/articles/2019/11/07/fifthcircuit-court-of-appeals-to-rehear-brackeen-v-bernhardt, stated, "Today, the U.S. Circuit Court of
Appeals for the Fifth Circuit granted rehearing en banc in the case Brackeen v. Bernhardt.
The Protect ICWA Campaign, consisting of the National Indian Child Welfare Association,
the National Congress of American Indians, the Association on American Indian Affairs, and
the Native American Rights Fund, issued the following statement in response:
'This summer, a three-judge panel of the Fifth Circuit upheld the constitutionality of
the Indian Child Welfare Act (ICWA), and we remain confident that upon rehearing en banc
the full court will do the same.
For centuries, the United States Congress, Executive Branch, and Supreme Court have
affirmed the unique political status of tribal nations and Native people. ICWA was enacted with
that unique political status in mind and applies only to tribal nations that share a government-togovernment relationship with the United States and to Indian children and families who share in
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that relationship. We are confident the Fifth Circuit will affirm ICWA’s strong constitutional
grounding.
In addition, for more than 150 years, the U.S. Supreme Court has recognized that this
federal authority to legislate with regard to tribal nations and native people is not limited by
reservation borders but extends to wherever Indians may live. When Congress enacted ICWA, it
carefully balanced the respective powers of tribes, states, and the federal government to create
process that protects Indian children nationwide.
ICWA has long been recognized as best practice in child welfare and it includes broad
support in this case from, among others, 21 states, 325 tribal nations, 57 Native organizations, 31
leading child welfare organizations, Indian and constitutional law scholars, and members of
Congress.
ICWA is vital for protecting the well-being of Indian children across the United States
today and tomorrow. The Protect ICWA Campaign will continue to work with tribal nations, tribal
leaders, and allies to ensure a strong Indian Child Welfare Act for future generations of Indian
families.'”
Kolby KickingWoman, "A demand for action on the Capitol steps: Advocates say pressure
must be applied to the Senate for a vote on the Violence Against Women Act," ICT, September 12,
2019, https://files.constantcontact.com/c2394f27001/1bdf2843-68d3-4974-8a70-c9bfbfa1da64.pdf,
Reported, "Nearly 25 years ago the Violence Against Women Act was passed into law. Today
a large crowd of tribal leaders, allies and members of Congress stood footsteps from the
Capitol and demanded that the now expired law be renewed."
"Joint Statement on Trump Administration’s Regulation Punishes Immigrant Families for
Using Life-Saving Services," The National Congress of American Indians (NCAI), August 13,
2019,
http://www.ncai.org/news/articles/2019/08/13/joint-statement-on-trump-administration-sregulation-punishes-immigrant-families-for-using-life-saving-services, stated, "On August 12th,
the Trump Administration’s Department of Homeland Security announced it will be
publishing its finalized public charge rule, continuing its history of actions and policies
harmful to immigrant communities.
The finalized rule change, which is expected to be published on August 14, 2019, will go
into effect on October 15, 2019. These changes will likely have a chilling effect – not only
increasing the number of immigrants denied lawful permanent residence based on their use
of certain government services, household income, and other criteria, but also dissuading
families eligible for Medicaid and other public benefits intended to support their health and
well-being from availing themselves of those benefits.
Despite more than 250,000 individuals submitting comments opposing these proposed
changes, the Department of Homeland Security’s decision to move forward with this rule – along
with the ICE sweeps in Mississippi and ongoing family separations at the border – is just another
example of how the Administration’s words and actions seek to undermine the rights of and
opportunities available to immigrant families.
The proposed changes to the public charge rule punish low-income, immigrant
families of color who access essential services, such as nutrition assistance and health care.
The rule favors immigrants who have completed higher education, speak fluent English, and are
younger. Obviously, these proposed changes will negatively impact the number of people who are
able to get a green card, and in turn, impact those who will later be eligible for U.S. citizenship.
This is another shameful attack on working-class immigrant families who, once they became
citizens, would be able to vote and fully participate in our democracy."
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The Indigenous Environmental Network stated, July 20, 2019, https://www.ienearth.org,
"Today, over 400 protectors led by Indigenous peoples from across Turtle Island took
escalated action by blocking the entrance to the Fort Sill military post in Lawton, O.K.
shutting down the freeway for two hours.
The Trump administration and Oklahoma Governor Stitt are putting forth a plan to
re-open the concentration camp at Fort Sill to once again incarcerate children.
For twenty years beginning in 1894, our Apache relatives were held as prisoners of war at
Fort Sill. We, as Indigenous peoples, know the pain and generational trauma that comes from
Fort Sill and camps just like it. It is our moral responsibility to take a stand with our
Indigenous relatives trying to cross the so-called “border.” Generations of Indigenous youth
have suffered and have been forced to assimilate at Fort Sill’s boarding school. We cannot
stand
by
as
this
happens
again.
Ft. Sill is also the same place where 700 Japanese immigrant men were detained
without due process during World War II. We will not allow anymore pain to happen at Ft.
Sill.
This multiracial coalition of organizations was led by immigrant youth, their families,
and Japanese American, Black, Indigenous, Jewish and white allies who all vehemently reject
this administration's immigration policies including the concentration camps that have been
built across the country to incarcerate immigrants and children, and which have resulted in
severe abuse, trauma and multiple deaths by the deportation force of ICE and CBP.
Throughout the action, we called on Oklahoma Governor Kevin Stitt to get ICE out of
Oklahoma and to stop supporting Trump’s administration as they criminalize immigrants, separate
families,
and
kill
asylum
seekers.
The local and national organizations Indigenous Environmental Network organized this
action with include: Dream Action Oklahoma, United We Dream, Black Lives Matter
Oklahoma City, Democratic Socialists of America - Oklahoma City, Native Voice
Network, Tsuru for Solidarity, Oklahoma Call for Reproductive Justice, ACLU
OK, Women’s March OK, Indian Territory behind American Indian Movement, NACAInspired Schools Network, The Majority, Workers Defense, Bend the Arc, Sunflower
Community Action,Center for Popular Democracy, Sunrise Movement, The International
Union
of
Painters
and
Allied
Trades,
and
others.
We have just begun but we need you to join us, scroll down to find out how.
Join Us in Taking Action, Tell Governor Stitt to Abolish ICE in Oklahoma."
The friends Committee on National Legislation (FNCL) while continuing some activity
on its traditional Native American issues, in the fall of 2019, had switched its focus to lobbying
for action on missing and murdered Indigenous Women. In particular, FCNL has been
working for the reauthorization by Congress of the Violence Against Women Act with its
increased authorizations for action concerning the murdered and missing.
FCNL has also been lobbying for regular advanced funding for key Native programs,
pushing for passage of the Indian Programs Advance Funding Appropriations Act (HR 1128)
and the Indian Health Service Advance Funding Appropriations Act (HR 1135). Also of
concern is the growing damage to Native nations, especially on the coasts, from climate
change. For example, the president of the Quinault Nation testified before the House Natural
Resources Committee that increased rainfall and a rising Pacific Ocean will soon force the
nation to move its village to higher ground at a cost of $200 million ("Advocating with and for
Native Americans," Washington Newsletter, FNCL, November-December 2019).
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Meghan Miner Murray, "Why Are Native Hawaiians Protesting Against a Telescope?" The
New York Times, Demonstrators blocking construction of a major scientific project on Hawaii’s
highest mountain have started to attract support across the country. Here’s what you need to know.
July 22, 2019, https://www.nytimes.com/2019/07/22/us/hawaii-telescope-protest.html, reported, "A
last-ditch effort by Native Hawaiians to stop construction at a culturally significant site on
Hawaii’s Big Island has begun to attract national attention — echoing in some ways the
protests by Native Americans in 2016 and 2017 against the Dakota Access pipeline project."
"Several hundred Native Hawaiians and Hawaiian rights activists have been camped
for almost a week at the foot of Mauna Kea, a dormant volcano, blocking the only road to the
top of the mountain. That has kept construction equipment from reaching the summit to start
building a $1.4 billion scientific project, the Thirty Meter Telescope, and it has forced other
scientific facilities at the summit to shut down. Though the protests have been peaceful, at least 33
people have been arrested, given citations and released."
"The mountain, called Mauna O Wakea by Native Hawaiians, is the tallest in the
islands, and its summit is considered sacred in traditional Hawaiian culture — the place
where the sky god, Wakea, met with Papa Hanau Moku, the earth goddess, leading to the
creation of the islands. Only the highest-ranking chiefs were historically believed to be fit to
go there. There are other cultural sites on the mountain, including a sacred lake, significant
burial sites and a historic quarry where stone tools were made."
"NCAI Stands with Native Hawaiians in Efforts to Protect Mauna Kea," National Congress
of American Indians (NCAI), July 22, 2019, http://www.ncai.org/news/articles/2019/07/22/ncaistands-with-native-hawaiians-in-efforts-to-protect-mauna-kea, stated, “'NCAI firmly stands with
our Native Hawaiian relatives in their efforts to protect the sacred summit of Mauna Kea,'
said NCAI CEO Kevin Allis. 'We strongly oppose the destruction of our sacred places and
structures, especially those central to our religious practices and beliefs, and view these actions as
threats to our being as indigenous peoples. We urge respect to the significance of Mauna Kea to
our Hawaiian Ohana and we call for the supporters of the proposed telescope to secure an
alternative location,' said Allis."
"Mauna Kea Protectors Continue Their Blockade," Cultural Survival, October 15, 2019,
https://www.culturalsurvival.org/news/mauna-kea-protectors-continue-their-blockade, reported, "It
has been three months since the construction of the 30-meter observatory was planned to
begin on the Mauna Kea summit and has since been blockaded by the mobilization of
Indigenous Hawaiian and allied peoples to protect the right to maintain their practices that
would be jeopardized by the observatory. On September 20, 2019, 28 of the 38 protectors
arrested on July 17 have plead not guilty before the Hilo Court. Days later, one of those
arrested and pleading not-guilty, testified before the Office of Hawaiian Affairs. Dr. Noe Noe
Wong-Wilson, executive director of the Lālākea Foundation, spoke on the controversial issue
of the protector’s camp along the highway. Dr. Wong-Wilson testified to the Office that the
protectors were not blocking any of the public from accessing public land surrounding
Mauna Kea, rather it was the Governor’s office and law enforcement who were restricting
access. Additionally, in the latter half of August and beginning weeks of September
international attention and Indigenous led advocacy have increased and continued to place
pressure upon the state of Hawaii and the TMT International Observatory.
On September 17, Puʻuhonua o Puʻuhuluhulu released a press statement condemning what
they perceive as misconduct, harassment, and intimidation from law enforcement officers. The
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press statement presents an increasing documentation of instances of harassment and intimidation
by law enforcement officers and the protectors of the Mauna Kea. Relatedly, a few days before on
September 14, Expert Member of the UN Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues, Tarcila Rivera
Zea (Quechua) issued a public letter to Governor Inge of Hawaii. Rivera Zea articulated her
position of solidarity with the protectors and urged Governor Inge to follow articles and
recommendations outlined in the UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples in respecting
their human rights and rights as Indigenous Peoples.
In her letter Rivera Zea wrote: 'Building the Thirty Meter Telescope goes against the
territorial, cultural and spiritual rights of the Indigenous Peoples of Hawaii. According to the
United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Issues (UNDRIP), Indigenous Peoples
have the right 'to own, use, develop and control” their lands and “to use to maintain and strengthen
their distinctive spiritual relationship with their traditionally owned or otherwise occupied and used
lands.' Additionally, the Permanent Forum asked States on its 17th Session to acknowledge the
collective rights of Indigenous Peoples to their lands, territories and resources and urged them to
take measures to ensure the exercise of these rights.'
In addition to Articles 2 and 25, as referenced above, the Expert Member of the UN
Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues also references Article 12: 'Indigenous peoples have the
right to manifest, practice, develop and teach their spiritual and religious traditions, customs and
ceremonies; the right to maintain, protect, and have access in privacy to their religious and cultural
sites. Allowing the desecration of Mauna Kea, putting at risk its biodiversity and ecosystem, and
preventing Indigenous Peoples from carrying out their spiritual traditions, the government is
ignoring the above mentioned rights.'
Rivera Zia highlights a deeply important aspect of the evolution of the protector’s struggle
of defending the Mauna Kea- it is both at the same time protection of the rights to selfdetermination, territorial sovereignty, and spiritual autonomy of Indigenous Peoples. Rights that
the protectors identify as undeniable and indivisible.
As reported in an NConline article, “The mountain is a symbol of the most sacred attached
to the ... realm of the gods," said Pua Case, one of the leaders of the protectors. 'If we don't stand
for that, what will we stand for?' The reporting highlights the profound intertwining of spiritual
practice and self-determination, covering the Labor Day weekend over the beginning of September
and the many workshops and visitors from many different Indigenous Peoples.
The Canadian TMT Advisory Committee recently posted a statement, acknowledging that
as of now there is no moving forward with their planned construction 'without negotiation.' What
negotiation will encompass is left unclear. For now, protectors remain blockading the TMT
construction asserting their rights as Kanaka Maoli, Indigenous Hawaiian Peoples.
On October 4, Thirty Meter Telescope supporters gathered at the state Capitol along
with land protectors at a forum. The supporters argued that 'culture and science can coexist
on Mauna Kea.' However, the unrest unravelled and people on both sides grew heated, with
many others wondering if tensions between the two groups would cease. Makana Silva, a
Native Hawaiian student was upset at what he witnessed, saying, 'We’re just tearing each
other down. As much as the lahui is building within our own communities, people are being
torn apart.' Silva along with another panelist Steve King went out and spoke to leaders on Mauna
Kea. Several other panelists argued that though Hawaiians throughout history 'may have been
sharing too much, perhaps not,' the telescope is an advancement that Hawaiians should look at with
pride. But many others disagreed. Kumu Hinaleimona Wong-Kalu, a land defender against the
formation of the telescope, said people will continue to take action and fight against it.
Daily protectors continue to gather and demand protection of Mauna Kea. On October 5,
thousands of red shirts made waves across Waikiki at the Ala Moana Park for the Aloha Aina We
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Rise Unity march. Locals wanted to show Hawaiian officials and leaders they will not stand by
while their lands continue to be invaded and taken from Indigenous Peoples. The event organizer,
Hinaleimoana Wong-Kalu discussed how important it is to remind people that the Hawaiian people
stand together and unify to show the world that they are still at the forefront of what is going on in
their homeland. Wong-Kalu discussed how since colonization, invaders attempted to silence
Indigenous voices that spoke out for their land. Tehani Gonzado discussed how important it was
for people to rally: 'We’re the land. We’re the sky. We’re everything around us and if we don’t do
this [march] today my babies will forget. So it’s super important. It’s really important for us all to
be here and be here as an ohana.'
Not everyone agrees with this approach. Sam King, a lawyer for the non-profit
collaboration Imua TMT, had a personal message for the protectors at the event: 'At this point,
marches are not helping achieve a resolution… We reiterate our invitation to the
protectors/protectors/Kia’i to join us in a conversation. They can reach us through our website.'
Yet, protectors continue to organize and march in honor of their ancestral home, to show the world:
'we have not forgotten, we will not forget, and we will continue to remember so we can keep
fighting.'”
"NCAI Troubled by the Removal of Shannon Keller O'Loughlin from the Department of
State's Cultural Property Advisory Committee," National Congress of American Indians (NCAI),
July 15, 2019, http://www.ncai.org/news/articles/2019/07/15/ncai-troubled-by-the-removal-ofshannon-keller-o-loughlin-from-the-department-of-state-s-cultural-property-advisory-committee,
stated, "The National Congress of American Indians (NCAI) is troubled by the removal of
Shannon Keller O’Loughlin, Executive Director of the Association on American Indian
Affairs and a member of the Choctaw Nation of Oklahoma, from the Department of State’s
Cultural Property Advisory Committee. O’Loughlin was the first and only American Indian
representative on the Committee. 'Tribal nations depend upon cultural items for maintaining
their identity, cultures, and traditions…now, and into the future,' said NCAI’s CEO, Kevin
Allis. 'We stand firm in the idea that representation from tribal nations is necessary, within
any administration, so that there is full scope and understanding around the protections and
importance of Indian Country’s sacred items,' stated Allis."
Haley Albano, "Advocates Demand The Elimination Of Racist Native Mascots In
Massachusetts,"
Cultural
Survival,
July
10,
2019,
https://www.culturalsurvival.org/news/advocates-demand-elimination-racist-native-mascotsmassachusetts, reported, "On June 25, 2019, Native American leaders and civil rights advocates
convened at the Massachusetts State House in support of the elimination of Native mascots in
public schools across the Commonwealth (Bills H.443 S.247). The bill would mandate that the
approximately 40 Masscahusetts public schools change existing mascots that use imagery and
names that depict Native Americans. The bill does allow for Native sports teams to retain
Native imagery for social and cultural cohesion. Native stakeholder groups voiced their
support for this bill and emphasized their lack of consent for the continued use of imagery
destructive to the futures of Indigenous children as well as to the futures of non-Native
children exposed to inauthentic and racist representations of Native identities.
Advocacy groups in attendance included representatives from the Massachusetts Center for
Native American Awareness, the North American Indian Center of Boston, United American
Indians of New England, Cultural Survival, and many local Native leaders, as well non-Native
scholars, parents, students, and those concerned with the effects of racism. Claudia Fox Tree, a
teacher and member of the Arawak Nation, dissented against the use of the singular, “one52

dimensional” stereotypical image, and added that “It is not only its presence. It is its absence and
the absence of anything and everything else here on our lands that are accurate, respectful and
known by the other 98 percent not Indigenous.” Advocacy cited research on the psychosocial
effects of these destructive appropriations of Native imagery in all public spheres.
Many supporters spoke to the institutional racism that occurs when an entire group of
people is mocked, taught to be disrespected, and otherwise critically diminished in a public space.
This has often violent consequences towards the group being depicted. The many civil rights
movements of the past have set the foundations to inform the general public that it is not morally
justifiable to depict races and cultures in any form of ‘blackface’, yet Native caricature and
costumery continue to be commonplace in Massachusetts and elsewhere. . The consequences of the
body politic refusing to recognize this history is dangerous. Refusing to allow self-determination of
representation is a reminder of genocide and political domination. When local communities have
violently attached themselves to these contested images, claiming ownership over the sovereign
decisions of an entire group of people, ethical conversations are no longer possible.
Shauna Manning, of the Massachusetts Teachers Association, has been fighting to eliminate
mascots such as North Quincy’s ‘Yakoo’. She said that people in these communities fighting for
change are fearing for their lives, are the recipients of threats, and are having to fill out police
reports to protect themselves. Many who testified supported the state’s involvement in this issue,
citing that discussion does not work with the people who support the promulgation of these racist
images. One parent from Quincy, Conevery Bolton Valenčius, explained how her sons were
embarrassed to wear their schools’ sports logo when moving out of state for college. “In a lot of
white communities, local history and local tradition trump common sense and decency... We need
the help of the Legislature to change things on our local level. I see how much harm this does,”
she urged. Early this year, Maine became the first state in the Nation to ban the use of Native
mascots.
The committee, on the same day, also convened to discuss bill H.444 “An Act
providing for the creation of a permanent commission relative to the education of American
Indian and Alaska Native residents of the Commonwealth” which would focus attention on
the needs of Indigenous students in the commonwealth. Moonanum James, co-leader of the
United American Indians of New England, said, 'Our children, which are the same as your
children, deserve to know the truth.' He referred to the retaining of contested Indigenous mascots as
a hideous practice, and his sentiment was strongly shared in the room.
A total of five bills are currently pending in Massachusetts legislature, which are
collectively being promoted by the MA Indigenous Legislative Agenda coalition.
The Joint Committee on Education in Massachusetts had advanced the proposal in 2017,
but the proposal never came through the Senate Ways and Means Committee. Local residents came
in support of this bill, citing disapproval that their children are required to wear highly contested
and disrespectful images on their backs in order to participate in sports. The fight to eliminate
mascots is part of an ongoing battle for Native communities to be allowed ownership over their
own cultural identities."
Sylvia Ulloa, New Mexico In Depth. "New Yazzie court filings seek more action on
education,"
New
Mexico
Political
Report,
October
30,
2019,
http://nmpoliticalreport.com/2019/10/31/new-yazzie-court-filings-seek-more-action-oneducation/?mc_cid=e5740cf0a8&mc_eid=cde7993ced, reported, "The state didn’t spend enough,
and it still doesn’t have a plan. That, in essence, is what attorneys in the state’s landmark
Martinez/Yazzie education lawsuit argue in a legal motion that seeks concrete steps to
guarantee Native Americans, English learners, disabled and low-income students a sufficient
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education."
The Three Affiliated Tribes on the Fort Berthold Reservation in North Dakota have
been struggling with the U.S. government and the state over holding on to their mineral
rights under the Missouri River on their reservation. Among other things, about $100 million in
royalty payments being held in escrow is at stake. The state successfully lobbied the Interior
Department to suspend an Obama administration memo that under treaty the river belonged to the
Mandan, Hidatsa and Arikara nations. In summer 2018 the Interior Department began a review of
who owned the mineral rights (Dave Kolpack, "Three Affiliated Tribes defends its historic rights to
minerals against state and oil company claims and intrusions," NFIC, June 2019).
Richard Walker, "Canoe Journey generation youth are fulfilling the dream of its Seattle
founder," ICT, August 2, 2019, https://files.constantcontact.com/c2394f27001/1d5ea128-b718481d-8dc5-767a56b27835.pdf, reported, "Indigenous representatives at Paddle to Lummi [in
Washington fromCanada] included Native Hawai’ians, Maori from New Zealand, Papuan
from New Guinea, and Shinnecock Tribe of Long Island, New York.
A new generation of Indigenous leaders is emerging as was evident at the 2019 Canoe
Journey, the annual gathering of Indigenous nations from the Pacific Northwest and
Canada."
The Hawai'i People's Fund, https://www.hawaiipeoplesfund.org, continues to make grants
to various organizations including those concerned with Native rights, culture and wellbeing, and
with protecting the environment.
International Activities
The Commission of Inquiry into Missing and Murdered Indigenous Women Girls, stated in
June 2019, ICT, June 13, 2019, https://files.constantcontact.com/c2394f27001/058ec353-0cae4682-acd8-210a61264b3a.pdf, "Commission calls on all political leaders to move forward to
implement Calls for Justice; and work together to create and implement a National Action
Plan with Indigenous peoples to address violence against Indigenous women, girls, and
2SLGBTQQIA people
The National Inquiry into Missing and Murdered Indigenous Women and Girls heard the
truths of many families and survivors of violence. We call on all political leaders to accept their
truths and move forward to implement our Calls for Justice.
We further call on all political leaders to work together to create and implement a National
Action Plan with Indigenous peoples at the table to address violence against Indigenous women,
girls, and 2SLGBTQQIA people. With political will, good work can begin immediately. Together,
let's make meaningful change to ensure a safe future for Indigenous women, girls and
2SLGBTQQIA people in Canada."
The Tsilhqot'n national government sent an urgent request to the UN Special
Rapporteur for Indigenous Rights, in August 2019, to immediately visit Teztan Biny (Fish
Lake), in British Columbia, where Taseko Mines, Ltd. was planning to undertake
exploratory drilling on a sacred site on Tsilhqot'n land (Tsilhqot'n Seek Visit by UNSR after
Taseko Mines pushes for drilling on sacred site," Cultural Survival Quarterly, December 2019)

54

Gloria Galloway, Parliamentary Reporter, Ottawa, June 21, 2019, received by E-mail, "The
former United States embassy that Prime Minister Justin Trudeau said would be a space for
Indigenous people continues to sit empty as the Algonquins, on whose traditional territory it
was constructed, demand to have part of it along with the Assembly of First Nations, the
Inuit and the Métis.
A small group of Algonquins set up a birch-bark teepee this week outside the classic
1930s art-deco building at 100 Wellington St. across from Parliament Hill that was vacated by
the Americans two decades ago.
The government had hoped to open an exhibit of Indigenous art reproductions in the
space on Friday as part of celebrations to mark National Indigenous Peoples Day. But that
plan was scuttled by the protest...."
"Radio Xyaab ’Tzuultaq’a: Protecting Indigenous Lands and Human Rights Defenders,"
Cultural Survival, August 12, 2019, reported, https://www.culturalsurvival.org/news/radio-xyaabtzuultaqa-protecting-indigenous-lands-and-human-rights-defenders, reported, "The northern part
of Guatemala is one of the richest areas in the entire country due to its abundant natural
resources. Ironically, most of the Maya Q'eqchi ' population that lives in this area, does so in
conditions of poverty and extreme poverty, and faces problems caused by palm and rubber
monocultures, mining projects, and destruction of protected areas by the construction of
hydroelectric plants. All these large scale development projects are being promoted by
multinational companies in complicity with the government of Guatemala.
The situation of the Artisanal Fishermen's Guild of El Estor, Izabal, is one of the most
emblematic cases of the struggle people face. The Artisanal Fishermen's Guild are carrying
out an arduous fight for the protection of their territory and the cessation of pollution of
Lake Izabal, caused by the Guatemalan Nickel Company CGN-PRONICO. Compañía
Guatemalteca de Níquel is a subsidiary of Solway Investment Group, of Russian-Swiss
capital. In recent years, this company has increased their conflict with the local community
and has criminalized local leaders of the Guild for opposing the nickel mine’s operations.
For the Fishermen's Guild, as well as for the Maya Q’eqchi ’community, the value of nature
goes far beyond what the mine can offer them. In the Q’eqchi’ community, most of its members
identify themselves as Aj Ralch’och’, which means 'Son or daughter of the Earth.' For many years,
fishermen supported their families with what they could harvest from the lake, without abusing
fishing and working to preserve the lake’s ecosystems. However, since the mine and an oil palm
company began operations in the area, the lake has not been the same, and contamination is
evident. The red and thick spots on the surface of the lake are proof of that.
This is how Community Radio Xyaab ’Tzuultaq’a began to support fishermen is
based on their respect for Mother Earth. Radio Xyaab 'Tzuultaq'a is an alternative means of
communication that for the past two years has had a positive impact on the Mayan
population. The station uses the Q'eqchi language as the main vehicle of cultural expression,
promotes Indigenous values, principles and knowledge, and shares information about the protection
of land and livelihoods, and the right to Free, Prior and Informed Consent.
When the Artisanal Fishermen's Guild made its first announcements on the pollution that
the mining company was causing, it did so through the Radio Xyaab 'Tzuultaq'a. The station also
covered the murder of Carlos Maaz Coc, a 27-year-old fisherman defending the land, who was shot
in the chest in 2017. The radio helped refute the official position of the government of Guatemala
that did not accept involvement of the National Civil Police PNC in the arbitrary execution of the
fisherman.
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At present, the announcements for fishermen's monthly meetings continue to be
disseminated through the radio and discussions advocacy strategies in the face of harassment by the
mining company are held on air. Several members of the Fishermen's Guild and other human
rights defenders have faced repression and unjust imprisonment. Among them are: Cristóbal Pop,
Eduardo Bin, María Magdalena Cuc Choc, and Abelino Chub Caal, who recently was released after
spending two years in jail with no charge.
Likewise, Radio Xyaab 'Tzuultaq'a rasied awareness about the 'Good Faith
Community Consultation' that was held in the nearby municipality of Cahabón, Alta
Verapaz, to support the position of Maya Q'eqchi communities before the imposition of a
hydroelectric dam on the Oxec River. This hydroelectric project is part of a multinational
company with Spanish capital and once again has the support of the government of
Guatemala. The criminalization suffered by Maya leader Bernardo Caal, who was sentenced
in 2018 to seven years in prison and is still waiting for an appeal, has been covered through
news in the Maya Q'eqchi language.
For Radio Xyaab 'Tzuultaq'a, there are two very important things in their work: to
disseminate radio messages that promote the protection of Indigenous lands, gender equity,
and human rights of the Maya Q'eqchi' communities; and to strengthen their mother tongue.
All transmission is done bilingually, in Q'eqchi' and Spanish. The station also promotes ancestral
music through the transmission of musical pieces played with harp, marimba, tun and chirimía-- all
instruments whose use is declining.
Thanks to the volunteer work that women, men, youth, and elders do, Radio Xyaab
'Tzuultaq'a hopes to continue supporting and strengthening the Q'eqchi' people by disseminating
information about their rights to freedom of expression, to organize, and to enforce the rights of
Mother Earth."
In Guatemala hundreds of Indigenous people from across the country marched 200
km to the capitol, May 1, 2019, in a call for dignity, life and justice. They demonstrated
against corruption, land theft, and extraction of natural resources on Indigenous land
("Guatemala: Indigenous People Walk 200 km to Demand Justice," Cultural Survival Quarterly,
June 2019).
John McPhaul, "Costa Rican Indigenous Peoples Hold First National Indigenous Congress
in San Jose," Cultural Survival, August 12, 2019, https://www.culturalsurvival.org/news/costarican-indigenous-peoples-hold-first-national-indigenous-congress-san-jose, reported, "On August
8-10, 2019, Indigenous leaders held the first National Indigenous Congress (CONGRESO
INDÍGENA NACIONAL - COIN) in San Antonio de Belen outside San Jose, Costa Rica,
where seven of the eight Costa Rican Indigenous Nations met to discuss the challenges facing
the Indigenous population in the country.
The National Indigenous Congress constituted a space for Indigenous participation in the
strengthening of their cultural and spiritual identities and the advancement of a common agenda for
Indigenous autonomy and the implementation of their rights recognized by international human
rights treaties and Costa Rican legislation. Indigenous leaders from the Chorotega, Maleku,
Bribri, Cabécar, Boruca, Bröran and Ngöbe Peoples made a series of denunciations about
their treatment by the Costa Rican state. 'We reject the government's indifference towards
the land recovery process exercised directly by Indigenous partners from different Peoples as
part of the Autonomous Territorial Affirmation Process, in many cases the complicit support
for usurpers; even in clear contempt of Precautionary Measure 321-12 issued by the InterAmerican Commission of Human Rights in Resolution 16/15 of April 30, 2015, which orders
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the Costa Rican State to adopt measures that guarantee the lives and personal integrity of
our brothers/sisters in Térraba and Salitre, as was demonstrated with the murder of our
brother Sergio Rojas Ortiz (on March 18, 2019) despite being a direct beneficiary and the
continuing threat, aggression, and persecutions to those who continue to fight for our rights,'
stated the declaration.
The declaration denounced that after 527 years of conquest and colonization, the
conquest continues with the complicit violence characterized by inefficiency of State agencies
holding executive, judicial and legislative powers, /the Institute for Rural Development
(INDER) and the Ministry of Security under the command of the President of the Republic,
judges and prosecutors, … created a climate conducive to violence against Indigenous
Peoples and favoring non-Indigenous people."
'We hold the Costa Rican State and government responsible for the criminalization of
our struggle, which has resulted in the murder of our brother Sergio Rojas Ortiz, member of
the Ditsö Iriria Ajkonuk Wakpa Council, founder and coordinator of the National Front of
Indigenous Peoples (FRENAPI),' stated the declaration. 'The breach of law and the breakdown
of state structures, in continuous negligence of their duties in terms of land planning and
sanitation, in observance of customary law, are a structural and systematic cause of violence
against our peoples, of the dispossession of our lands, and of the violations of our rights.'
The National Indigenous Congress was carried out to commemorate the United Nations
International Day of Indigenous Peoples at a difficult juncture for Indigenous Peoples in Costa
Rica, who remain the population with the lowest life indices. In Costa Rica, the Indigenous
population numbers more than 106,000 people. Attending the first National Indigenous Congress
were representatives of the Chorotega, Maleku, Bribri, Cabécar, Boruca, Bröran, Ngöbe Nations.
A grant from Cultural Survival's Keepers of the Earth Fundsupported the organization of
the first National Indigenous Congress."
"Cultural Survival Condemns the Massacre Of Indigenous Leaders In Colombia," Cultural
Survival, November 1, 2019, https://www.culturalsurvival.org/news/cultural-survival-condemnsmassacre-indigenous-leaders-colombia, reported. "Cultural Survival strongly condemns the
ongoing violence against Indigenous Colombians. According to Colombia’s human rights
ombudsman, 486 activists and human rights defenders have been murdered since January
2016. A majority of those killed have been Indigenous.
The National Indigenous Organization of Colombia (ONIC) reports that 121
Indigenous people have been murdered since President Duque took office in August 2018.
We are deeply saddened and angered by the recent massacre in Cauca, in which on
October 29, 2019, Indigenous authority Ne’h Wesx Cristina Taquinas Bautista and four
members of the Nasa Tacueyo Indigenous reserve were killed, and another five wounded.
According to reports, a black vehicle with armed members of the FARC dissident group
'Dagoberto Ramos' opened fire on the Bautista and her guards after plowing through a
barricade the community had set up to protect their territory.
Cristina was a traditional leader, social worker, land defender and Indigenous rights activist
who was a 2017 Indigenous Fellow of the Office of the High Commission for Human Rights in
Geneva, Switzerland.
On August 13, she was filmed making the following speech in Toribio, Resguardo San
Francisco, Cauca, in which she denounced previous murders of Indigenous guards. She exclaimed,
'If we stay quiet, they kill us, and if we speak, they kill us too. So, we speak.'
In Cristina’s words: 'There is nothing on earth that does not come to the light. Those who
killed our guards, will need to come to the light. This case will not be left in impunity.'
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Her murder marks the seventh Indigenous traditional authority who has been
assassinated in Cauca just in the month of October 2019. Two weeks ago, 57-year-old Toribio
Canas was killed in the same town.
Indigenous organizations in Colombia, including the Regional Indigenous Council of
Colombia (CRIC) have been urgently demanding response to this incessant wave of violence,
which they have labelled a genocide.
;We call on the State of Colombia, demanding immediate and concentrated solutions to the
genocide happening on a national level and especially in the north of the department of Cauca,' said
the statement by CRIC, issued August 13.
In response to the massacre of Bautista, Colombia’s government has launched
a military offensive to hunt down the gunmen responsible, and President Ivan
Duque travelled to the region on Wednesday. The president had been scheduled to meet with
indigenous authorities in Cauca in April, but bailed out on the authorities at the last minute,
citing security concerns.
In response, CRIC announced, 'We have issued complaints with the District Attorney
and with the National Unit for Protection and Defense of the People, but the violence does not
stop. On the contrary, it continues to rise, often under the nose of the military, for which
reason we do not consider the [recent announcement] as a guarantee of protection.'
Violence against Indigenous Peoples is not new in Colombia. During the half-century long
civil war between armed rebel group FARC and the Colombian military, Indigenous Peoples who
refused to ally with either side were often caught in the crossfire.
The signing of the 2016 Peace Accords, which, on paper, formally ended the civil war after
260,000 lives were lost and 7 million displaced, ushered a new hope for peace. However since the
cease fire, drug trade, and extractive industry related conflicts result in violence where
activists and Indigenous leaders are often targets.
In 2007, when the international community voted to adopt the UN Declaration on the
Rights of Indigenous Peoples, Colombia abstained from voting. Nevertheless, it is bound to oblige
with its articles.
Article 7 states: '1. Indigenous individuals have the rights to life, physical and mental
integrity, liberty and security of person. 2. Indigenous peoples have the collective right to live in
freedom, peace and security as distinct peoples and shall not be subjected to any act of genocide or
any other act of violence, including forcibly removing children of the group to another group.'
Article 22 states:
'2. States shall take measures, in conjunction with indigenous peoples, to ensure that
indigenous women and children enjoy the full protection and guarantees against all forms of
violence and discrimination.'
'Yesterday’s attack should serve as an alarm for the Duque administration regarding the
urgent need to protect the lives and rights of indigenous and ethnic minority groups. The massacre
perpetrated in Cauca is a direct consequence of the Duque administration’s failure to fully
implement the 2016 Colombian peace agreement in an integral manner. In particular, it reflects his
neglect of the Ethnic Chapter in the accords, which transversally safeguards the rights of
indigenous and Afro-Colombian communities, and enshrines autonomous self-protection measures
for communities like the indigenous guard,' urged Washington based Latin America think tank
WOLA in a statement.
Cultural Survival joins in solidarity with the Nasa people and the Indigenous Nations in
Colombia in calling for the prompt investigation into this wave of violence and to urgently bring
the perpetrators of this attack, and others, to justice. We join calls requesting investigation by the
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UN Human Rights Commission and the OAS Mission to Support the Peace Process in Colombia,
and reiterate the right of Indigenous Nations to safety and security in their territories."
"Survival promotes #TribalVoice at the Amazon Synod in Rome," Survival International,
October 17, 2019, https://www.survivalinternational.org/news/12245, reported, "More than 100
powerful video testimonies of tribal people from around the world are being shown at a
parallel event of the Amazon Synod, as part of Survival International’s Tribal Voice project.
Survival’s team is also videoing dozens of indigenous representatives in Rome for the
Synod, and amplifying their voices globally.
Survival is in Rome to stand with indigenous peoples fighting the destruction of the
Amazon and the theft of their lands. The Survival stand is part of the Amazonia: Common
Homes events.
Where; The San Lorenzo International Youth Centre, Via Padre Pancrazio Pfeiffer, 24,
Rome.
When:
Mon-Fri
11am-7pm,
Sat
4-7pm
Follow our activities using #TribalVoice #AmazoniaCasaComun #SinodoAmazonico.
Working in partnership with the many indigenous people at the Synod, Survival’s
team is working to:
- highlight the vital role the Amazon’s indigenous peoples play in the fight against
climate change
promote the fact that recognizing tribal territories is the best way to save the Amazon
and prevent forest destruction
- combat President Bolsonaro’s virtual declaration of war against Brazil’s indigenous
peoples, and the rise in attacks on themon their lands and lives
Leila Rocha, a Guarani Ñandeva leader from Mato Grosso do Sul, Brazil, has said in Rome:
'The government would like to destroy us and give our land to agribusiness. These ranchers and
farmers are already killing our mother, they are already killing our rivers. We ask the whole world:
help us, please help us save this land, which belongs to us.'
Survival International’s Director Stephen Corry said today: 'The Synod is a unique
opportunity to reinforce the role of the progressive church in standing with indigenous
peoples. With the most progressive Pope in situ for generations, the Synod is a once-in-alifetime chance to bring indigenous rights centre stage in Catholic thinking.
'The Roman Catholic church played a key role in the invasion and colonial destruction of
indigenous America. |t still represents a force of repression in many contexts. At the same time,
some of the earliest European voices in support of indigenous rights were members of its clergy.
Over recent generations, its progressive wing has played a, often the, key role in the pursuit of
social justice in Latin America, and in standing with the dispossessed and downtrodden, and many
of its clergy, including indigenous clergy, have been assassinated as a result.'”
"Cultural Survival Stands With The Indigenous Peoples Of Bolivia," Cultural Survival,
November 20, 2019, https://www.culturalsurvival.org/news/cultural-survival-stands-indigenouspeoples-bolivia, reported, "Cultural Survival condemns the use of excessive force and violence
in the aftermath of the forced resignation of Bolivian President Evo Morales (Aymara), the
country’s first Indigenous president, after 10 days of public protest.
Morales fled to Mexico after allegations of election fraud from the Organization of
American States. Subsequent protests have so far left 23 people dead, more than 100 injured
and
multiple
incarcerated
in
different
parts
of
the
country.
Senate minority leader Jeanine Áñez Chávez, a right wing evangelical Christian with a
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history of racist and anti-Indigenous public statements, declared herself interim president,
entering the presidential palace brandishing a Bible over her head. She was adorned by the
chief of the armed forces with the presidential sash.
In a since-deleted 2013 tweet, Añez declared Indigenous cultural practices as 'satanic.' She
established her new cabinet on November 13, 2019, without a single Indigenous member. The
following day one cabinet position, the minister of culture and tourism, was awarded to an
Indigenous woman, Martha Yujra Apaza.
As Añez stokes anti-Indigenous sentiment, videos spread on social media showing the
burning of the Indigenous Wiphala flag and police ripping the flag off their uniforms. In
reaction, thousands have taken to the streets to wave the Wiphala, which Evo Morales had
declared official alongside the Bolivian state flag. A police chief has issued a public apology for
the video of the police defacing their uniforms. Añez has since responded to the outcry from her
2013 tweet by stating 'It’s important to preserve our cultural practices of our Bolivian people,
because they enrich the national identity.'
Due to fear of reprisal, Indigenous community radio station and Cultural Survival
grant partner, Radio Pedro Ignacio Muiba, has decided to close their broadcasting until they
feel the risks have passed. 'The situation is worrying when it affects our right to freedom of
expression, when the voices of the Indigenous and campesino movements are being repressed
along with the right to protest and peaceful demonstration, when human rights are violated,
when collective rights of Indigenous Nations and Peoples are being threatened by the current
transition government... all of this has been happening in the days since the government has
been taken over. Since the elections at the end of October through today, a whole chain of
disinformation has been set off, and the mainstream media has been complicit. They haven't
helped to show the different sides of the story, and have actually helped empower racism and
discrimination towards Indigenous peoples by the radical groups of the ultra-right.
Supposedly in the name of democracy, they plant seeds of violence, threatening people who
do not follow their politics,' they stated.
Protests have broken out calling for Morales’ return, and some have been met with
violent police repression. On Friday, November 15, when demonstrators tried to cross a
military checkpoint in Sacaba, a town near Cochabamba, protesters said police fired at the
crowd, killing 8. Many of the protesters were coca leaf growers supportive of Morales. The
day before the massacre, Añez issued a presidential decree 'exempting from criminal
responsibility' soldiers who use force against protesters, according to the Inter-American
Commission.
Indigenous leader Maria Eugenia Choque Quispe, former President of the Bolivian
Supreme Electoral Tribunal, international expert on Indigenous rights and a former Vicepresident and expert member of the United Nations Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues
(2014-2016) was arrested on November 10 and detained at the Obrajes’ Prison for women in La
Paz, Bolivia as of November 12, 2019. The charges against her are related to the recent electoral
process. Choque and family members have received threats of physical harm as reported to the
Bolivian Ombudsman’s Office.
The Evo Morales presidency has become a symbol of decolonization for the
Indigenous Peoples movement globally. However, his legacy is not black and white. Within
Bolivia, he has been lauded by Indigenous Peoples for his commitment to indigenizing the
country; renaming the country to the Plurinational State of Bolivia, making 36 Indigenous
languages official languages, and for nationalizing oil and gas reserves and investing in social
programs that helped lift nearly a fifth of the population out of poverty. Under his leadership, the
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economy grew by an annual average of 4.6 percent since he took office, more than twice the rate
for all of Latin America.
On the other hand, Morales has also been criticized by Bolivians both within the
progressive left and conservative right, Indigenous and non-Indigenous, for overstepping
boundaries after changing the constitution to revoke term limits allowing him to seek a 3rd and 4th
term as president, and for high spending on the construction of a luxury presidential palace at the
top of a 29-story glass skyscraper in 2018. Indigenous people of the lowland regions of Bolivia
have repeatedly protested against Morales’ plans to construct the Tipnis highway through the
Bolivian Amazon rainforest without the Free, Prior and Informed Consent of Indigenous Peoples in
that region.
Cultural Survival is calling on Bolivian leaders to ensure respect for human rights
amid growing instability in the region; in particular the right to freedom of expression, the
right to peaceful assembly, and the rights of Indigenous Peoples, who represent a majority of
Bolivian population but have historically experienced economic and social marginalization
from
the
Euro-descendant,
urban
Christian
elite.
We urge Bolivian authorities to ensure Maria Choque Quispe’s personal safety and
security as well as that of her family, and ensure that the human rights of all detainees are
being upheld, especially the right to due process and a speedy trial."
"Uncontacted tribes now threatened by Amazon fires," Survival International,
August 28, 2019, https://www.survivalinternational.org/news/12213, reported, "The survival
of uncontacted tribes in the Amazon is now at risk as some of their last forest refuges are
being consumed by flames.
In the eastern Amazon, fires have been seen near uncontacted members of the Awá
tribe, who live in the final area of rainforest left in the region.
Local people report that the loggers who have set the fires are heavily armed, and
preventing firefighters from accessing the area.
Astonishing video Oat: https://vimeo.com/349028946) of two uncontacted members of the
tribe was released last month. It’s unclear if the men in the video are still alive, as their forest is
now on fire.
On the other side of Brazil, the ancestral forest of the Uru Eu Wau Wau tribe, some of
whom remain uncontacted, is also being destroyed.
The Uru Eu Wau Wau are known as the “Harpy Eagle' people, as they use the bird’s huge
feathers to make hunting arrows and headdresses. They call their uncontacted neighbors the
Jururei, meaning 'brave ones.' Their reserve has long been targeted by ranchers and settlers.
Members of the Awá’s neighbours, the Guajajara people, have long been working to
protect the uncontacted Awá’s forests. The Guajajara Guardians have been patrolling the
forest to expel loggers, and have also battled previous fires in the area.'"
"Indigenous leaders denounce Amazon fires as 'a terrifying plague.'" Survival International,
August 27, 2019, https://www.survivalinternational.org/news/12209, reported, "Indigenous
leaders across Brazil’s Amazon region have denounced the devastating fires as a 'plague' and
a ‘terror' that 'makes our children sick and kills the animals.'
Antonio Enésio Tenharim of the Tenharim people said: 'We take care of this land, our
territory. Until today, the fire hadn’t entered. But now it has suddenly come, in various
places. It is a terror for our people, because it makes our children sick, kills the animals, it
only brings bad things.'
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Renowned indigenous leader Sonia Guajajara said today: 'We’re putting our bodies and
our lives on the line to try to save our territories… We’ve been warning for decades about the
violations we have suffered across Brazil.
'The predatory behaviour of loggers, miners and ranchers, who have a powerful lobby
in the National Congress with more than 200 deputies under their influence … has been
getting much worse under the anti-indigenous government of Jair Bolsonaro, who
normalizes, incites and empowers violence against the environment and against us."
A group of Huni Kuin leaders said: 'Nature is crying and we are crying. If we don’t stop
this destruction of Mother Nature, future generations will live in a completely different world to the
one we live in today. This is Mother Nature’s cry, asking us to help her. And we are working today
so that humanity has a future. But if we don’t stop this destruction, we will be the ones that will be
extinguished, burned and the sky will descend upon us, which has already begun to happen.'
Indigenous leader Raimundo Mura speaking to Reuters last week said: 'I will resist until my
last drop of blood… It’s a plague. You see the lives (of the trees) wasted there. All these trees were
once alive, they all needed to live, each one in its place. You can see the damage. It’s the white
man’s goal to destroy this [forest].'
The Coordination of Indigenous Organizations of the Brazilian Amazon (COIAB) has also
released a statement on the fires.
Survival International’s Director Stephen Corry said today: 'These appalling fires are not
accidental. The attack on Amazonia is facilitated because of Bolsonaro’s assault on
indigenous people and the environment, to a degree we’ve not seen for 50 years. The Amazon
is being destroyed and its indigenous peoples are being destroyed at the fastest rate in
generations. The best way to address the climate crisis is to fight for the land rights of
indigenous peoples.'”
"Indigenous organization slams Brazilian government and evangelical missionaries,"
Survival International, October 5, 2019, https://www.survivalinternational.org/news/12232,
reported, "UNIVAJA – the Union of Indigenous Peoples of the Javari Valley – has issued
a statement criticizing the Brazilian government’s indigenous policies.
It denounces President Bolsonaro’s “far right government” which is “pushing forward with
an anti-indigenous agenda in conjunction with big multinational corporations which want to
exploit vulnerable populations and indigenous territories.”
UNIVAJA says this dangerous agenda includes reinstating the notorious policy of the
military dictatorship when indigenous peoples were treated as minors under the
guardianship of the state, denying Indians the right to free, prior and informed consent over
developments affecting them and their lands, and halting the recognition of indigenous
territories.
These moves will cause “irreparable harm to indigenous peoples in Brazil”.
The Javari Valley is the second largest indigenous territory in Brazil. Lying on the border
with Peru it is covered by dense Amazonian rainforest and is home to over 5,000 Indians and
the biggest concentration of uncontacted tribes in the world.
UNIVAJA says the government’s weakening of federal agencies which are charged
with protecting indigenous lands is having a drastic impact on them and accuses it of
abandoning tribal peoples and putting their lives at huge risk.
Waves of loggers, miners, ranchers and poachers constantly invade the Javari
territory spreading lethal diseases and threatening communities. Last month an agent
from FUNAI, the government’s indigenous affairs department, who worked at
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a FUNAI protection post in the Javari Valley, was assassinated. The same post has been
attacked by armed invaders six times in the last 11 months.
According to UNIVAJA uncontacted tribes are at most risk because of their
vulnerability to diseases transmitted by the invaders and violence at their hands. In recent
years uncontacted Indians have been attacked and allegedly murdered by miners.
Three evangelical missionaries were spotted inside the territory in September, in a
region inhabited by an uncontacted tribe. There are fears the missionaries may try to force
contact with the group, which would be illegal and highly dangerous because of the likelihood
of transmitting diseases to which uncontacted people have no immunity.
UNIVAJA says the indigenous peoples of the Javari Valley want a 'harmonious relationship
with surrounding society', but warns there will be confrontation and death unless the government
acts fast to guarantee the protection of the Javari Valley and all its peoples so that they can 'live in
dignity'”.
"'Stop Brazil’s Genocide': protestors target Brazil’s Minister Salles during UK visit,"
Survival International, October 3, 2019, https://www.survivalinternational.org/news/12230,
reported, "Protestors gathered outside Brazil’s Embassy in the UK today, demanding that
Environment Minister Ricardo Salles stop destroying Brazil’s most biodiverse territories and
their indigenous guardians.
The activists stood in solidarity with the indigenous peoples of Brazil who are on the front
line of the fight to defend their land for their survival, and to combat climate change.
They carried placards calling on Salles to 'Stop Brazil’s Genocide' and to protect the
environment, and displaying messages of anger and resistance from indigenous people.
President Bolsonaro has virtually declared war on Brazil’s indigenous peoples. His
administration is trying to strip them of their autonomy, steal their territories for logging, mining
and agribusiness and 'assimilate' them against their wishes. This is the worst situation indigenous
peoples in Brazil have faced since the military dictatorship.
Minister Salles is central to this assault. He is in favor of using indigenous territories
for large-scale plantations and agribusiness, and has denied that indigenous peoples are being
attacked, when in fact the frequency of attacks on indigenous peoples and invasions of their
territories has increased dramatically under his watch. As he tours Europe, vast areas of
Amazon rainforest continue to be destroyed by fire.
Brazil is home to around 305 indigenous peoples, including around 100 uncontacted
tribes. They depend on their land for their survival and all of them are now in danger. Earlier this
year, Brazil’s indigenous peoples led the biggest ever protest for indigenous rights and were joined
by activists around the world.
APIB, the Association of Indigenous Peoples of Brazil, said: 'We have the right to exist. We
won’t retreat. We’ll denounce this government around the world.'
Cate
Davies
from
the
UK
Student
Climate
Network
said:
'We are here today, standing in solidarity with the Brazilian Youth Strikers, who have been
doing all they can to fight corruption and inaction on the climate, environment and human rights in
Brazil. Ricardo Salles and the Bolsonaro government must be held to account for the threats they
pose to indigenous communities and their inaction on the Amazon fires.'
Sarah
Shenker,
activist
at
Survival
International,
said:
'President Bolsonaro and Minister Ricardo Salles are waging an all-out assault on the Amazon and
its indigenous guardians. If they’re not challenged, the indigenous peoples of the Amazon face
complete destruction, and that would spell the end of the rainforest and climate disaster. We stand
shoulder to shoulder with the indigenous people who are putting their lives on the line to oppose
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them and their racist and genocidal policies. They won’t stop fighting to defend their lives and
lands.'
Richard George of Greenpeace UK said: 'Putting Salles in charge of Brazilian
environmental policies is like giving a pyromaniac a box of matches. It is utterly shameful that the
government has rolled out the red carpet for a man who is literally letting the most biodiverse
terrestrial ecosystem burn to the ground.'
Minister Salles’ visit to London is part of a tour of Europe, during which he has been
met
with
protest
in
several
cities.
A leaked
copy (see:
https://unearthed.greenpeace.org/2019/09/28/ricardo-salles-jair-bolsonaro-bayer-vw-europe/) of his
agenda showed that he is scheduled to meet with companies with mining and fossil fuel
interests."
Over 3000 Indigenous women from more than 100 Indigenous nations occupied the
Brazilian Special Secretariat of Health, August 12, 2019, demanding the resignation of its
head, Silvia Nobre, an appointee of President Bolsanaro, over cuts in the "more Doctors
Program," that provides doctors to underserved locations. The action was part of a larger
Indigenous set of protests in the capitol over a number of days (Chris Swartz, "Our Bodies, Our
Spirits, Our Territories," Cultural Survival Quarterly, September 2019).
"Indigenous Peoples Lead Protests In Ecuador Demanding Rights And Justice," Cultural
Survival, October 11, 2019, https://www.culturalsurvival.org/news/indigenous-peoples-leadprotests-ecuador-demanding-rights-and-justice, reported, "
For eight days Indigenous Peoples have been in the streets of Ecuador leading protests
against the neoliberal government of Lenin Moreno. While protests have been largely
peaceful, protesters have clashed with riot police in the largest civic mobilization since 2005
as thousands call for repeal of austerity measures. President Moreno left Quito on Monday,
October 7, moving his government to the port city of Guayaquil. Indigenous mobilizations
have played a key role in bringing down previous Ecuadorian presidents including Abdalá
Bucaram in 1997, Jamil Mahuad in 2000, and Lucio Gutiérrez in 2005.
Indigenous
leaders say the strikes will not end until a decree eliminating fuel subsidies is repealed. The
decree, announced on October 1 as part of a $4.2 billion loan deal with the International Monetary
Fund, caused the price of gasoline to spike by a third and diesel to more than double. The hardest
hit are Indigenous communities as it increases the costs of transporting their goods.
Thousands of Indigenous people camped outside of the parliament building in Quito and
have been marching in the streets. Protesters have also blocked highways in the countryside,
occupied government buildings, oil fields, water-treatment facilities and a hydroelectric plant.
Indigenous organizations have stated that there will be no dialogue until austerity measures are
repealed and the government stops selling concessions of their lands to oil and mining companies.
Violent clashes have been reported in cities like Quito, Guayaquil, and Cuenca. Five people have
died, many have been injured in clashes with security forces, and over 750 have been detained.
There are reports that police brutality has also been directed at children and youth. Protesters have
been marching and barricading roads with burning tires, while armored police vehicles have shot
out water cannons and tear gas. There are calls for the international community to intervene to
make sure human rights are respected and for humanitarian aid and legal support.
The Confederation of Indigenous Nationalities of Ecuador (CONAIE) and the
Confederation of Indigenous Nationalities of the Ecuadorian Amazon (CONFENIAE) have
mobilised over 6,000 members to Quito from outlying areas and said that the Moreno
administration is acting like a 'military dictatorship' by declaring a state of emergency and
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setting a curfew. Indigenous Peoples are protesting also for the defense of their lands and
their collective rights.
Juan Solano (Kichwa) of Instituto Quilloac, a Cultural Survival Keepers of the Earth grant
partner, commented on the situation,
'The violation of Indigenous rights is strong. The national media has sold to the state and
conceals what is happening. Our only means of communication are social media networks.
Yesterday [October 9] night, the Ecuadorian state began to eliminate information from social
networks. There have been about 20 Indigenous deaths, and hundreds of people arrested and
missing. Children and sick people want to return home but it's not possible. The police at night
threw tear gas at the Salesian University and in the agora of the house of culture where children,
women, and the elderly were resting from the protests. This is done in order to deplete the
resources of survival and force Indigenous Peoples to surrender. The hospitals and the Red Cross
have stopped serving Indigenous people. There are doctors providing voluntary services.
Indigenous communities continue to fight through blockade of the roads and prohibition of sales of
food produced in the countryside. People in the urban centers need to become aware of these needs
caused by the position taken by the President. Many young Indigenous people from the southern
part of Ecuador last night traveled to Quito to support our Indigenous brothers. Today, local
organizations in the province of Cañar are generating a massive call to go out and put pressure on
officials in the region. One of the possible solutions to avoid deaths and end this is for the members
of the army to go against this regime and give support to the people from the communities. There
are rumors that the army commanders already received bribes from businessmen so that they
continue to carry out orders against the people.'
Jessica Tatiana Sarango Rumipulla (Kichwa) from Radio Kimsakocha, a Cultural Survival
Indigenous Community Media Youth Fellow, said,
'We have been unemployed for almost a week, protesting to eliminate the economic
measures that affect the poorest people in the country. These measures have affected the
Indigenous people who are marching today and demanding that these measures to be repealed and
all this has led us to repression in violation of human rights. I, as a young person and as a woman,
am very affected by the fact that the access roads are closed and there is no supply of products.
The government does not respect our rights and threaten Indigenous Peoples with no pity. We are
in a difficult situation but fight to make the president step towards our demands.'
Ñusta Sánchez (Kichwa) from Radio Pública Cotacachi, a Cultural Survival Indigenous
Community Media Youth Fellow, commented,
'The Moreno government wants to force us to accept these economic measures but will
forgive high amount of debts of bankers and large companies. The people themselves cannot
assume all the costs and they want to lower our salaries. This is why people resist.
We are in a state of emergency, in curfew whoever goes out can be killed with high caliber
weapons. We are fighting, many folks in Quito have entered the Assembly where they got hit with
tear gas...The national media are told not to cover what we say. Xenophobic people who call us
'Indios', tell us to return to our land to sow, and say if we arrive in Quito we will make it
dirty...There are already many dead and wounded, homeless children, women, old people.
They are violating our rights to express ourselves, to live in a quiet place and more than
anything else we have the right to protest because we disagree. There are people who have little
and these measures cause more poverty. They call us exaggerated, because we want this
government to respect our rights, while the President asks the military to shoot us so that there is
stability in the country.'
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Cultural Survival stands in solidarity with the Indigenous protesters and calls on the
government of Ecuador to respect, protect, and fulfill the rights of Indigenous Peoples as enshrined
in the UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples."
"Cultural Survival Stands In Solidarity With The Indigenous Peoples Of Russia," Cultural
Survival, November 14, 2019, https://www.culturalsurvival.org/news/cultural-survival-standssolidarity-indigenous-peoples-russia, reported, "Cultural Survival denounces the recent a
Moscow court decision made on November 6, 2019, to close the Center for Support of
Indigenous Peoples of the North (CSIPN), an independent organization of Indigenous
Peoples, which has been defending the rights of Indigenous Peoples of Russia for almost 20
years by providing informational, educational, expert and legal support to Indigenous
representatives at all levels. The decision is another case of rights violations and pressure by
the Russian government on Indigenous Peoples.
On Nov 6, 2019, the Moscow city court held a third court hearing and upheld the demand of
the Russian Ministry of Justice to close the Center for Support of Indigenous Peoples of the North.
The Ministry of Justice alleged non-compliance of the organization’s by-laws with the current
revised legislation and the allegation that CSIPN conducted educational courses.
'We publicly declare that this is a continuation of the pressure campaign against the
organization and its leadership in retaliation for its sustained efforts to uphold the human rights of
the Indigenous Peoples of Russia’s North, Siberia and the Russian Far East, which began in 2014
and continues to this day,' stated Rodion Sulyandziga, chairman of the CSIPN Board, and a
member of the UN Expert Mechanism on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, in a press statement.
The Russian government for years have been targeting Indigenous leaders and
limiting their travel to international fora on human rights. In September 2014, the border
control service of the FSB, the Russian intelligence service, at Moscow’s Sheremetyevo
airport seized Rodion Sulyandziga’s passport and later returned it with one page cut out, in
order to prevent him from travelling to attend the UN World Conference on Indigenous
Peoples in New York.
This decision is the latest in a series of NGO shutdowns seen as retaliation for their
activities. CSIPN was listed as a “foreign agent” in 2015, only after the NGO renounced its foreign
funding and was it taken off the foreign agent list in 2018. Many demands of Indigenous
communities to protect the environment are seen as obstacles to companies’ plans for resource
extraction. Those that have been vocal in opposition have been criminalized.
Over close to 20 years, CSIPN has developed more than 20 capacity building programmes,
conducted hundreds of seminars, internships and conferences on many issues related to Indigenous
peoples and their livelihoods. The Center’s partners are leading scientists, experts and universities
throughout the country. CSIPN is the only Indigenous organization from Russia that has special
status and accreditation with UN agencies such as UNESCO, UNEA, FAO, the Convention on
Biological Diversity (CBD), the UN Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC) and others. CSIPN
is a member of the educational network of the University of the Arctic. Members and experts of
CSIPN actively participate in various regional, national and international meetings and programs.
/We will continue our work to protect the most invisible and vulnerable segments of our
society such as the Indigenous Peoples of the North, Siberia and the Far East, who are the last
barrier to the all-out exploitation of the resources of the Arctic by corporations, and the last
custodians of Russia's natural heritage. The court’s decision has not yet entered into force and will
be appealed,' stated Sulyandziga.
Cultural Survival expresses our full solidarity with the Center for Support of Indigenous
Peoples of the North and demands that the Russian government cease harassment of the
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organization and its members. We urge Russia to respect, protect, and fulfill the rights of
Indigenous Peoples as enshrined in the UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, and
protect the fundamental right to freedom of association enshrined in the Russian constitution and
part of the Russian Federation's international obligations."
The Women's Land Right's Program of the Kenyan Land Alliance (KLA) have been
working for a number of years to have equal land ownership rights with men, as a major step
in equalizing the economic and social standing of women with men ("Advocating for
Indigenous Women's Land Rights in Kenya," Cultural Survival Quarterly, June 2019).
In Kenya, Indigenous pastoralists marched to the Ministry of Land in the capital, in
July 2019, demanding registration of their land as theirs, under the 2016 Community Land
Rights Act. As of July, no community had been registered under the act as owning land
("Kenya: Pastoralists Demand Land Rights," Cultural Survival Quarterly, September 2019).
"You have stolen our forest.” Baka 'Pygmies' heartfelt plea to European Commission,"
August 19, 2019, https://www.survivalinternational.org/news/12204, reported, "Hundreds of Baka
'Pygmies' from the Congo rainforest have written to the European Commission, pleading
with officials to visit them and ask their 'advice and guidance' before providing more funds
for the hugely controversial Messok Dja park on their land.
The European Commission is one of the main funders of the project in the Republic of
Congo, but the Baka say: 'We’ve been waiting for you to visit us for many years, but you
have never come.'
Both the World Wildlife Fund (WWF) and the European Commission have known for
a long time that local people oppose the Messok Dja project, but they have carried on funding
it in violation of their own policies. Both groups have been funding the park’s creation since
at least 2014, but have reportedly only started community consultations in 2019.
The Commission has also repeatedly denied that park rangers have been abusing local
people, but it has never taken any action to investigate the atrocities reported to it
by Survival International and others.
In their letter the Baka say: 'Ecoguards funded by WWF first came to our forest years and
years ago. They ban us from hunting to feed our families. They ban us from entering the forest…
They told us about the boundary of the park but no one came to ask for our consent.
'The forest is our home. We rely on the forest to live… But you people have stolen our
forest. What are we going to do? How will we survive?
'We don’t understand why you don’t come to us for our advice and our guidance about how
to protect our forest. Haven’t you thought of that? If the forest is so beautiful, it’s because we are
here! We are the ones you should be working with.'
Survival’s Director Stephen Corry said today: 'Both the European Commission
and WWF hold a deep-seated contempt for the Baka. The Commission staff haven’t even
bothered to leave their office and go down the road to talk to them, but are happy to carry on
pouring millions of euros into a project that’s stealing Baka land and ruining their lives.
'Rather than continuing to waste huge sums of public money, the European
Commission and WWF staff should finally acknowledge that the Messok Dja project is
fatally flawed and should be scrapped. And then ask the Baka how they can help them
protect their land, as the true masters and custodians of the forest.'"
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Dev Kumar Sunuwar, "Indigenous Peoples Force the Withdrawal Of Guthi Bill in Nepal,"
Cultural Survival, July 08, 2019, https://www.culturalsurvival.org/news/indigenous-peoples-forcewithdrawal-guthi-bill-nepal, reported, "On June 26, 2019, after over a month of continuous and
massive movements by Indigenous Peoples, especially by Newar Peoples in
Kathmandu Valley, the Nepalese government finally was forced to withdraw the Guthi Bill.
This Bill would have permitted the regulation of customary land trusts in the National
Assembly, the supreme legislative body of Nepal.
On April 29, Minister of Land Management, Cooperative and Poverty Alleviation Padam
Kumari Aryal had introduced the Guthi Bill at the Upper House stating the government’s aim
to regulate all religious sites and to nationalize centuries-old Guthi (both public and
private), a religious social management customary institution, proposing to form a powerful
commission, replacing existing Guthi Sasthan, government’s corporation to oversee Guthis
across Nepal.
From the very day the Bill was introduced in the National Assembly, Indigenous Peoples
across Nepal took to the streets stating that the Bill would wipe out centuries old customs and
traditions.
On June 19, thousands of Indigenous people gathered in Maitighar Mandala, an
amphitheater in Kathmandu, next to Singadurbar (where almost every decision about the country is
made) carrying placards, banners, national flags, in colorful attire, to protest the controversial Bill.
The protest was even dubbed as one of the biggest protests in the history of the Peoples’
movement in Nepal.
'Government thrashed us with batons and even used water cannons to disperse us.
Many of us were injured,' says Ganapati Lal Shrestha, coordinator of the Joint-struggle
Committee, “but we continued our rallies and mass meetings.”
'Newar Peoples had introduced Guthi, the religious social management customary
institutions back in the fifth century, during Lichchhavi period in order to organize religious and
social festivals, take care of temples, monuments, to worship deities, conduct funerals, and other
religious rituals,' says Historian and Professor Dr. Triratna Manadha, adding, 'Guthi is a unique
system that exist among Newar communities in Nepal which manage all forms of social, religious,
culture and all other rituals of Newar people. There are different forms of Guthi, public Guthi
(which operate with support from government), private Guthi (which are run by members of the
same linage), and Guthi also formed in order to take care of temples, monuments, water spouts,
mainly for their renovation, repairs and restorations. In the past, Guthi was known as ‘Gosthi,’
which facilitates all rituals from birth to death, taking care of temples.'
The unique part of Guthi is the land endowment to temples. Since the ancient period, when
a group of people built temples, stone sprouts or rest houses, and kept land endowments for repairs,
restorations and also for performing rituals. The endowments were varied from small rituals to
conducting big festivals. Many people endowed their land to temples with the belief that the
offerings would bring welfare to family. In addition, especially during political turmoil in Nepal,
the land endowments were also made to avoid land confiscation. The land endowments over
the course of time became a great resource for continuing festivals, taking care of temples and
monuments, and also became associated with the land tenure system, religious and philanthropic
endowments, foundations, trusts and so forth. A family or group of Indigenous communities have
long been maintaining Guthi usually by generating income from commonly owned lands.
Shah rulers in Kathmandu valley, especially after 1769, used Guthi land to fund wars, also
to build palaces, government buildings, public hospitals and even airports. In 1964 the Guthi
Sasthan Act (Guthi Corporation Act) nationalized all Guthi land and formed the Guthi Corporation.
The government through the Corporation then started to fund rituals, festivals, and other events
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breaking down Newar’s customary practices. The result was loss of land because of
misappropriations causing many Guthis to stop functioning, leading to the extinction of many
rituals and festivals.
Despite strict government rulings, the Guthi system continued for several generations
uninterrupted. Guthi had been in practice and handed down for generations, long before the
existence of modern Nepal.
According to Guthi Sasthan, there are over 2400 public and private Guthis, largely managed
by Newar Peoples. Guthis undertake religious and social ceremonies on the basis of funds
generated from an estimated 1.45 million hectares of land under the ownership of Guthi.
Newar people for centuries have been safeguarding cultural heritage both tangible and intangible in
Kathmandu Valley through Guthi. The prominent religious and social festivals, the traditional
rituals celebrated with great fanfare in Kathmandu Valley, include Indra Jatra, Rato
Machhindranath Yatra of Patan, Bisket and Bhairav Rath Yatra of Bhaktapur have been sustained
through Guthi. The arts, festivals, feasts and every cultural treasures of Kathmandu have been
protected not by the government but by Indigenous communities in Nepal through Guthi.
'Guthi is history, and a fundamental medium for preserving the art, literature, religion of
various Indigenous communities, particularly of Newar communities. It is the cultural heritage and
identity of Indigenous communities. Guthis therefore are of great importance for Newars,' says,
Shree Krishna Maharjan, a well-known j Newark journalist, adding, 'the cultural treasures, both
tangible and intangible heritages preserved throughout history is our pride, part of our civilization
and our identity.'
A young leader of Nepali Congress and member of parliament, Gagan Thapa, while
addressing the parliament said, 'Guthi has tied all Newar Peoples in such a way as the web of blood
vessels has entwined whole body. As blood vessels circulate blood to all organs of the body, Guthi
has kept the Newari community alive.'
Indigenous Peoples believe that with ill intention the government through the Bill wants
to erase their history wiping-out customary institutions of various Indigenous communities across
the country. Therefore, thousands of Indigenous people took to the streets against
the Bill, holding protests, mass meetings, and rallies calling for immediate withdrawal of the Bill.
According to Newar activists, the government introduced the Bill in parliament without any
proper study and consultation with concerned representatives. The Bill is also against the
constitutional rights of the citizens as provisioned in Article 26 (2) of the new Constitution of
Nepal, 2015, which says, 'every religious denomination shall have the right to operate and protect
its religious sites and religious Guthi.' Furthermore, Article 4 of the Constitution
provisions include protection of religion and culture handed down from time immemorial.
Similarly, Article 290 of the Constitution relates to Guthi, and parliament shall make
necessary laws relating to Guthi, in a manner not to be prejudicial to the basic norms of the Guthi.
The Bill’s sections 23 and 24 included ambiguous provisions, about the proposed
Guthi Commission which would be allowed to take over all rights and responsibilities of the
Guthi. The Bill would take precedence over all other rights, documents and past agreements,
even court orders. Similarly, Section 4 (6) of the Bill also proposes to nationalize and regulate
all private and public Guthis, which according to members of Guthi, is insensitive and will
disregard different kinds of Guthis and their functions in Newar society. The private Guthis
were founded by and exclusively for family members who share the same lineage, and outsiders
are barred from the Guthi’s rituals. If the government nationalizes Guthis, it will cause a loss not
only to centuries old customs and traditions, but to history and Nepali civilization."
"Myanmar: Drop Complaint Against Six Rakhine Protesters: Five protesters in hiding, trial set to
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continue October 24," Fortify Rights, October 11, 2019, https://mailchi.mp/fortifyrights/myanmardrop-complaint-against-six-rakhine-protesters?e=24e6ca1455, stated, "Myanmar authorities should
drop criminal complaints against Rakhine protester Than Hla and five others involved in a
peaceful demonstration in Sittwe, Rakhine State, said Fortify Rights today. The Sittwe Township
Court is scheduled to consider the complaint against Than Hla on October 24."
"Myanmar: Release Arbitrarily Detained Karenni Human Rights Defenders: Trial of activists set to
continue tomorrow," Fortify Rights, October 28, 2019, https://mailchi.mp/fortifyrights/releasearbitrarily-detained-karenni-hrd?e=24e6ca1455,
stated, "Myanmar authorities should
immediately and unconditionally release and drop charges against six Karenni human rights
defenders who published a statement criticizing two Myanmar officials for erecting a statue
of Myanmar independence icon General Aung San in Loikaw, Karenni State (officially
known as Kayah State), Fortify Rights said today. The Loikaw Township Court is scheduled to
continue the trial on October 29."
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Jon Queally, "'Existential Threat to Civilization': Planetary Tipping Points Make Climate
Bets Too Dangerous, Scientists Warn: 'I don't think people realize how little time we have left,'
said one co-author of a new paper warning that the systems of the natural world could cascade out
of control sooner than was previously thought," Common Dreams, November 28, 2019,
https://www.commondreams.org/news/2019/11/28/existential-threat-civilization-planetary-tippingpoints-make-climate-bets-too?cdorigin=rss&utm_term=AO&utm_campaign=Daily%20Newsletter&utm_content=email&utm_sour
ce=Daily%20Newsletter&utm_medium=Email, reported, "Citing an 'existential threat to
civilization," a group of top climate scientists have put out a new paper warning that the
latest evidence related to climate tipping points—when natural systems reach their breaking
point and cascading feedback loops accelerate collapse—could mean such dynamics are
'more likely than was thought' and could come sooner as well.
In the paper, published as a commentary in the journal Nature on Wednesday, the group of
researchers summarize the latest findings related to the threat of tipping points as part of effort to
'identify knowledge gaps' and suggest ways to fill them. 'We explore the effects of such large-scale
changes,' the scientists explain, "how quickly they might unfold and whether we still have any
control over them.'
'We'll reach 1.5°C in one or two decades, and with three decades to decarbonize it's
clearly an emergency situation.' —Owen Gaffney, Stockholm Resilience Center
While the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) introduced the idea of
tipping points two decades ago, the paper notes, it was long believed that what climatologists refer
to as 'large-scale discontinuities' in the planet's natural system were 'considered likely only if global
warming exceeded 5°C above pre-industrial levels.' According to the researchers, however, more
recent information and data—including the most recent IPCC summaries—suggest these
frightening 'tipping points could be exceeded even between 1 and 2 °C of warming'—that means
this century, possibly within just decades.
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'I don't think people realize how little time we have left,' Owen Gaffney, a global
sustainability analyst at the Stockholm Resilience Center at Stockholm University and a co-author
of the paper, told National Geographic. 'We'll reach 1.5°C in one or two decades, and with
three decades to decarbonize it's clearly an emergency situation."
Gaffney added, 'Without emergency action our children are likely to inherit a
dangerously destabilized planet.'
According to the paper:
"If current national pledges to reduce greenhouse-gas emissions are implemented—
and that’s a big 'if'—they are likely to result in at least 3°C of global warming. This is despite
the goal of the 2015 Paris agreement to limit warming to well below 2°C. Some economists,
assuming that climate tipping points are of very low probability (even if they would be
catastrophic), have suggested that 3°C warming is optimal from a cost–benefit perspective.
However, if tipping points are looking more likely, then the 'optimal policy' recommendation
of simple cost–benefit climate-economy models4 aligns with those of the recent IPCC report2.
In other words, warming must be limited to 1.5 °C. This requires an emergency response."
Among the key evidence that tipping points are underway, the paper highlights a
litany of global hot spots where runaway warming could unleash—or is already unleashing—
dangerous feedback loops. They include: frequent droughts in the Amazon rainforest; Artic
sea ice reductions; slowdown in Atlantic Ocean currents; fires and pests in the northern
Boreal forest; large scale coral reef die-offs; ice sheet loss in Greenland; permafrost thawing
in Eastern Russia; and accelerating melting in both the West and East Antarctic.
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In an interview with the Guardian, Professor Tim Lenton at the University of Exeter, the
lead author of the article, said: 'As a scientist, I just want to tell it how it is. It is not trying to be
alarmist, but trying to treat the whole climate change problem as a risk management problem.
It is what I consider the common sense way.'
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Citing campaigners around the world, including young people this year who kicked off
global climate strikes, Lenton acknowledge that these people understand what world leaders seem
unwilling to accept or act upon. [We might already have crossed the threshold for a cascade of
interrelated tipping points,[ Lenton said. 'The simple version is the schoolkids are right: we
are seeing potentially irreversible changes in the climate system under way, or very close.'
In their paper, the scientists write that 'the consideration of tipping points helps to define
that we are in a climate emergency and strengthens this year's chorus of calls for urgent
climate action—from schoolchildren to scientists, cities and countries.'
Despite the frightening warnings and the scale of the threat, the researchers are not trying to
be doom-and-gloomers who say that nothing can be done.
In his comments to the Guardian, Lenton said, 'This article is not meant to be a counsel of
despair. If we want to avoid the worst of these bad climate tipping points, we need to activate
some positive social and economic tipping points [such as renewable energy] towards what
should ultimately be a happier, flourishing, sustainable future for the generations to come.'
But the paper makes clear that the climate emergency is here in very profound ways.
"In our view, the evidence from tipping points alone suggests that we are in a state of planetary
emergency: both the risk and urgency of the situation are acute," the paper states. The researchers
even provide a mathematical risk equation:

The group of scientists also acknowledge that some in the scientific community believe
their warnings exceed what the available evidence shows when it comes to the threat of tipping
points or the timeline:
Some scientists counter that the possibility of global tipping remains highly
speculative. It is our position that, given its huge impact and irreversible nature, any serious
risk assessment must consider the evidence, however limited our understanding might still
be. To err on the side of danger is not a responsible option.
If damaging tipping cascades can occur and a global tipping point cannot be ruled out,
then this is an existential threat to civilization. No amount of economic cost–benefit analysis is
going to help us. We need to change our approach to the climate problem.
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The Guardian spoke to Professor Martin Siegert at Imperial College London, about the
researchers' paper and whether or not its warning comes in too heavy. 'The new work is valuable,'
Siegert said. 'They are being a little speculative, but maybe you need to be.'
In the end, the new paper's conclusion was twofold: more needs to be known about these
crucial tipping points and that only urgent action can stave off the urgent threat an increasingly
hotter world.
'We argue that the intervention time left to prevent tipping could already have shrunk
towards zero, whereas the reaction time to achieve net zero emissions is 30 years at best,' the
paper states. 'Hence we might already have lost control of whether tipping happens. A saving
grace is that the rate at which damage accumulates from tipping—and hence the risk
posed—could still be under our control to some extent. "
'The stability and resilience of our planet is in peril,' it concludes. "International
action—not just words—must reflect this."
Our work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-Share Alike 3.0 License."
Brad Plumer, "The World’s Oceans Are in Danger, Major Climate Change Report Warns,"
The New York Times, September 26, 2019, https://www.nytimes.com/2019/09/25/climate/climatechange-oceans-united-nations.html, reported, "Climate change is heating the oceans and altering
their chemistry so dramatically that it is threatening seafood supplies, fueling cyclones and
floods and posing profound risks to the hundreds of millions of people living along the coasts,
according to a sweeping United Nations report issued Wednesday.
The report concludes that the world’s oceans and ice sheets are under such severe stress
that the fallout could prove difficult for humans to contain without steep reductions in
greenhouse gas emissions. Fish populations are already declining in many regions as
warming waters throw marine ecosystems into disarray, according to the report by the
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change, a group of scientists convened by the United Nations
to guide world leaders in policymaking."
"Hotter ocean temperatures, combined with rising sea levels, further imperil coastal
regions, the report says, worsening a phenomenon that is already contributing to storms like
Hurricane Harvey, which devastated Houston two years ago.
For decades, the oceans have served as a crucial buffer against global warming, soaking
up roughly a quarter of the carbon dioxide that humans emit from power plants, factories
and cars, and absorbing more than 90 percent of the excess heat trapped on Earth by carbon
dioxide and other greenhouse gases. Without that protection, the land would be heating much
more rapidly.
But the oceans themselves are becoming hotter, more acidic and less oxygen-rich as a
result, according to the report. If humans keep pumping greenhouse gases into the
atmosphere at an increasing rate, marine ecosystems already facing threats from seaborne
plastic waste, unsustainable fishing practices and other man-made stresses will be further
strained."
The "Special Report on the Ocean and Cryosphere in a Changing Climate," summary for
policy makers is available at: https://www.ipcc.ch/srocc/home/.
Brad Plumer, "Carbon Dioxide Emissions Hit a Record in 2019, Even as Coal Fades," The
New York Times, December 4, 2019, https://www.nytimes.com/2019/12/03/climate/carbondioxide-emissions.html, reported, "Emissions of planet-warming carbon dioxide from fossil
fuels hit a record high in 2019, researchers said Tuesday, putting countries farther off course
from their goal of halting global warming.
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The new data contained glimmers of good news: Worldwide, industrial emissions are on
track to rise 0.6 percent this year, a considerably slower pace than the 1.5 percent increase
seen in 2017 and the 2.1 percent rise in 2018. The United States and the European Union both
managed to cut their carbon dioxide output this year, while India’s emissions grew far more
slowly than expected.
And global emissions from coal, the worst-polluting of all fossil fuels, unexpectedly
declined by about 0.9 percent in 2019, although that drop was more than offset by strong
growth in the use of oil and natural gas around the world."
Slowing growth of greenhouse gas emissions is not enough. Steep reductions are
needed to avoid catastrophic disaster.
Kendra Pierre-Louis, "Waters Off California Acidifying Faster Than Rest of Oceans,
Study
Shows,"
The
New
York
Times,
December
16,
2019,
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/12/16/climate/california-ocean-acidifying.html,
"California’s
coastal waters are acidifying twice as fast as the rest of the oceans, a study published Monday
shows. And some of California’s most important seafood — including the spiny lobster, the
market squid and the Dungeness crab — are becoming increasingly vulnerable."
Naomi Oreskes, Michael Oppenheimer, Dale Jamieson, "Scientists Have Been
Underestimating the Pace of Climate Change: A book entitled Discerning Experts explains why—
and what can be done about it," Scientific American, August 19, 2019,
https://blogs.scientificamerican.com/observations/scientists-have-been-underestimating-the-paceof-climate-change/, reported, "Recently, the U.K. Met Office announced a revision to the Hadley
Center historical analysis of sea surface temperatures (SST), suggesting that the oceans have
warmed about 0.1 degree Celsius more than previously thought. The need for revision arises
from the long-recognized problem that in the past sea surface temperatures were measured using a
variety of error-prone methods such as using open buckets, lamb’s wool–wrapped thermometers,
and canvas bags. It was not until the 1990s that oceanographers developed a network of consistent
and reliable measurement buoys.
Then, to develop a consistent picture of long-term trends, techniques had to be developed to
compensate for the errors in the older measurements and reconcile them with the newer ones. The
Hadley Centre has led this effort, and the new data set—dubbed HadSST4—is a welcome advance
in our understanding of global climate change.
But that’s where the good news ends. Because the oceans cover three fifths of the globe,
this correction implies that previous estimates of overall global warming have been too low.
Moreover it was reported recently that in the one place where it was carefully measured, the
underwater melting that is driving disintegration of ice sheets and glaciers is occurring far
faster than predicted by theory—as much as two orders of magnitude faster—throwing
current model projections of sea level rise further in doubt.
These recent updates, suggesting that climate change and its impacts are emerging faster
than scientists previously thought, are consistent with observations that we and other
colleagues have made identifying a pattern in assessments of climate research of
underestimation of certain key climate indicators, and therefore underestimation of the
threat of climate disruption. When new observations of the climate system have provided
more or better data, or permitted us to reevaluate old ones, the findings for ice extent, sea
level rise and ocean temperature have generally been worse than earlier prevailing views."
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Jessica Corbett, "'Another Year. Another Record.': Levels of Key Climate-Heating Gases
Hit New Highs in 2018, UN Reveals: 'There is no sign of a slowdown, let alone a decline,' warns
the World Meteorological Organization chief," Common Dreams, November 25, 2019,
https://www.commondreams.org/news/2019/11/25/another-year-another-record-levels-keyclimate-heating-gases-hit-new-highs-2018-un, reported, "In yet another signal to global
governments that greater ambition is needed to combat the climate crisis, an annual United
Nations report released Monday revealed that levels of long-lived greenhouse gases in the
atmosphere reached record highs last year.
The latest World Meteorological Organization (WMO) Greenhouse Gas Bulletin (pdf)
provided figures for globally averaged concentrations of three key climate-heating gases in 2018:
Carbon dioxide (CO2), which reached 407.8 parts per million;
Methane (CH4), which reached 1869 parts per billion; and
Nitrous oxide (N2O), which reached 331.1 parts per billion.
'These values represent, respectively, 147%, 259%, and 123% of pre-industrial
(before 1750) levels," the bulletin noted. In terms of contributions to warming the climate,
'carbon dioxide is the single most important anthropogenic GHG in the atmosphere' among all
long-lived greenhouse gases, the primary focus of the report.
Both methane and nitrious oxide are emitted by natural sources, but about 60 percent of
CH4 emitted into the atmosphere comes from human activities such as biomass burning,
cattle farming, fossil fuel exploitation, landfills, and rice agriculture, according to the bulletin.
About 40 percent of N2O comes from human sources, including fertilizer use and various
industrial processes.
From 2017 to 2018, concentrations of all three gases surged by higher amounts than
the yearly increases documented over the past decade.
, 'Since 1990, there has been a 43% increase in total radiative forcing—the warming
effect on the climate—by long-lived greenhouse gases' the WMO said in a statement announcing
the new bulletin.
The U.N. agency warned that 'this continuing long-term trend means that future
generations will be confronted with increasingly severe impacts of climate change, including
rising temperatures, more extreme weather, water stress, sea level rise, and disruption to
marine and land ecosystems."
The bulletin was released a week before the next U.N. Climate Change Conference, COP
25, is scheduled to start. Representatives from across the globe will meet at the conference in
Madrid to discuss governments' commitments to tackling the human-caused climate emergency,
including obligations under the 2015 Paris accord.
WMO Secretary-General Petteri Taalas, in the agency's statement, tied the bulletin's
findings to the necessity of bolder climate action on a global scale.
'There is no sign of a slowdown, let alone a decline, in greenhouse gases concentration
in the atmosphere despite all the commitments under the Paris agreement on climate change,'
Taalas said. 'We need to translate the commitments into action and increase the level of
ambition for the sake of the future welfare of... mankind.'
'It is worth recalling that the last time the Earth experienced a comparable
concentration of CO2 was 3-5 million years ago," he added. "Back then, the temperature was
2-3°C warmer, sea level was 10-20 meters higher than now.'
Inger Andersen, executive director of the U.N . Environment Program—which last
week released a report detailing how projections for fossil fuel production by 2030 are
'dangerously out of step' with global climate goals—connected the bulletin to UNEP's next
annual Emission Gap Report, set to be published Tuesday.
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'The findings of WMO's Greenhouse Gas Bulletin and UNEP's Emissions Gap Report point
us in a clear direction—in this critical period, the world must deliver concrete, stepped-up action on
emissions," Andersen said. 'We face a stark choice: set in motion the radical transformations we
need now, or face the consequences of a planet radically altered by climate change.'
U.N. Secretary-General António Guterres shared the WMO's bulletin on Twitter Monday
and wrote, 'another record that shows we are not doing enough to address the climate emergency.'
The bulletin elicted renewed demands from activists for both governments and the private
sector to ramp up efforts to drive down greenhouse gases, particularly by phasing out fossil fuels.
'The record rise in greenhouse gas concentrations is a cruel reminder that for all the real progress in
clean technology, we have yet to even stop global emissions increases,' Nick Mabey, chief
executive of global think tank E3G, told The Guardian. 'The climate system cannot be negotiated
with. Until we stop new investment in fossil fuels and massively scale up green power the risks
from catastrophic climate change will continue to rise.'
Our work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-Share Alike 3.0 License."
Kendra Pierre-Louis, "The Return of the 'Blob': Hawaii's Reefs Threatened by Marine Heat
Wave,"
The
New
York
Times,
October
21,
2019,
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2019/10/21/climate/hawaii-coral-bleaching.html,
reported,
"Parts of the Pacific Ocean are simmering, threatening coral reefs and livelihoods around
Hawaii, and causing many to worry of worse to come.
'The ocean is very important to us,' said Ka’imi Kaupiko, who lives in Milolii, a community
often called the last Hawaiian fishing village, on the Big Island. The way of life there depends on
the fish provided by the reefs, reefs which are now becoming sick in the warming waters."
“Researchers said the heat wave was reminiscent of 2014, when a hot spot that became
known as the blob began forming in the Pacific. It expanded and lingered over much of the
Pacific Coast from Mexico to Alaska for years."
Jessica Corbett, "'This Is the Beginning': New Study Warns Climate Crisis May Have Been
Pivotal in Rise of Drug-Resistant Superbug: Research argues that deadly Candida auris 'may be the
first example of a new fungal disease emerging from climate change,'" Common Dreams, July 23,
2019,
https://www.commondreams.org/news/2019/07/23/beginning-new-study-warns-climatecrisis-may-have-been-pivotal-rise-drug-resistant, reported, "A new analysis warns that 'global
warming may have played a pivotal role' in the recent rise of a multidrug-resistant fungal
superbug, sparking questions and concerns about the emerging public health threats of the
human-caused climate crisis.
Reporting on the research Tuesday, CNN outlined the history of Candida auris:
"Until recently, scientists considered it a mystery how C. auris popped up in more than 30
countries around the globe a decade after it was first discovered in 2009. It emerged simultaneously
on three continents—in India, Venezuela, and South Africa—between 2012 and 2015, each strain
being genetically distinct."
The study—published Tuesday in mBio, an open-access journal of the American Society
for Microbiology—argues that Candida auris /may be the first example of a new fungal disease
emerging from climate change./
'The argument that we are making based on comparison to other close relative fungi is
that as the climate has gotten warmer, some of these organisms, including Candida auris,
have adapted to the higher temperature, and as they adapt, they break through human's
protective temperatures,' lead author Arturo Casadevall, chair of molecular microbiology and
immunology at Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health, said in a statement.
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Fungal diseases are relatively uncommon in humans because of body temperature—
but if they adapt to rising temperatures, and aren't easily treatable with medications, they
could increasingly endanger human health on a global scale. Casadevall warned that while C.
auris may be the first fungal disease whose emergence scientists have tied to rising temperatures, it
potentially won't be the last.
'Global warming may lead to new fungal diseases that we don't even know about right
now," he said. "What this study suggests is this is the beginning of fungi adapting to higher
temperatures, and we are going to have more and more problems as the century goes on.'
Stat News published a piece Tuesday that mentions the new study but also addresses a
series of pressing questions about the emerging superbug with help from experts who include Tom
Chiller, chief of mycotic diseases at the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, and Tejas
Bouklas, an assistant professor in the department of biomedical sciences at Long Island University.
Among those questions is: 'Could C. auris help other fungi adapt to be bigger threats to
humans?'
That's a question Bouklas is wondering about. 'The more ubiquitous it becomes, the more
problematic. Because now it could potentially transmit DNA to other Candida species. And maybe
even bacteria,' she said.
That idea is not far-fetched. Fungi can mate sexually, Chiller pointed out, allowing them to
swap large amounts of DNA.
In light of the potential impacts of the climate crisis on public health highlighted in the
study, Casadevall charged in his statement that "we need to make investments in better surveillance
of fungal diseases."
'We are pretty good at surveilling influenza and diseases that cause diarrhea or are
contagious, but fungal diseases are not usually contagious and therefore nobody has really bothered
to document them well,' he said. 'If more fungi were to cross over, you really wouldn't know until
somebody started reporting them in the literature.'
Chiller, in his interview with Stat News, agreed that more research on the superbug is vital
to protecting the public.
Understanding C. auris's backstory is crucial, Chiller said, because 'these things are going to
continue to emerge. And understanding how they emerge and where they emerge might lead us to
prevention strategies or reactive strategies or preparation strategies for the next big thing.'
Our work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-Share Alike 3.0 License."
Andrea Germanos, "Earliest Ever 'Earth Overshoot Day' Shows Humanity's Consumption
of Planet's Natural Resources Raging Unabated: 'Systemic change isn't radical, it's what we need to
survive,'
says
Sunrise
Movement,"
Common
Dreams,
July
29,
2019,
https://www.commondreams.org/news/2019/07/29/earliest-ever-earth-overshoot-day-showshumanitys-consumption-planets-natural?cdorigin=rss&utm_term=AO&utm_campaign=Daily%20Newsletter&utm_content=email&utm_sour
ce=Daily%20Newsletter&utm_medium=Email, reported, There are more than five months left
in the year, but on Monday humankind had already burned through the planet's ecological
resource budget for 2019.
It's the earliest the date—known as Earth Overshoot Day—has ever come, the Global
Footprint Network, which tracks the metric, said in a statement.
'Systemic change isn't radical, it's what we need to survive,' said the Sunrise Movement in
response to the milestone.
Impacts of the overshoot back up Sunrise's call for sweeping action.
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'The costs of this global ecological overspending,' says the Global Footprint Network, 'are
becoming increasingly evident in the form of deforestation, soil erosion, biodiversity loss, or the
buildup of carbon dioxide in the atmosphere.'
The trend of overspending is clear: last year the day was on Aug. 1; in 2017 it was on Aug.
2; and in 2016 it was on
Aug 8. In fact, say the network, Earth Overshoot Day has crept up
two months over the past 20 years.
Put another way, says the group, the world is using up resources like fisheries and
forests 1.75 times faster than the planet's ecosystems can regenerate them. If everyone lived
like U.S. population, we'd need five planets."
'It is an ecological debt, and the interest we are paying on that mounting debt—food
shortages, soil erosion, and the build-up of CO₂ in our atmosphere—comes with devastating
human and monetary costs,' says the Global Footprint Network.
Swedish climate activist Greta Thunberg called attention to the milestone on Twitter,
writing that for the rest of the year, 'we are stealing from future generations and poorer parts
of the world.'
To help nudge the Earth Overshoot Day further back, the network is encouraging people to
take a number of steps.
People can share solutions they are employing on a 'move the date' interactive map and are
encouraged to commit to taking individual actions such as calling on their local officials to adopt
more ecologically-friendly policies, or committing to a more plant-based diet. 'If we reduced global
meat consumption by 50 percent and used more calories from plants, we would move Overshoot
Day 5 days!' says the Global Footprint Network.
People can also calculate their personal overshoot day at the Footprint Calculator.
But the scale of the problem necessitates that those who wield power commit to action.
That has some looking towards the upcoming United Nations climate conference in Chile known as
COP25.
'With Earth Overshoot Day occurring ever earlier in the year, and a big part of it being the
growing amounts of CO2 emissions, the importance of decisive action is becoming ever more
evident,' said María Carolina Schmidt Zaldívar, who serves as Chile's environment minister and
will chair COP25. 'For this reason,' she said, 'we are working with all parties to find effective
approaches.'
The stakes, as Mathis Wackernagel, co-inventor of Ecological Footprint accounting and
founder of Global Footprint Network, said, couldn't be higher.
'We have only got one Earth,' he said, 'this is the ultimately defining context for human
existence.'
Our work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-Share Alike 3.0 License."
Jessica Corbett, "Leaked UN Draft Report Warns Rising, Warming Oceans 'Poised to
Unleash Misery' Worldwide: The assessment details anticipated declines in fish stocks as well as
increases in damage by superstorms and displacement due to rising seas," Common Dreams,
August 29, 2019, https://www.commondreams.org/news/2019/08/29/leaked-un-draft-report-warnsrising-warming-oceans-poised-unleash-misery-worldwide?cdorigin=rss&utm_term=AO&utm_campaign=Daily%20Newsletter&utm_content=email&utm_sour
ce=Daily%20Newsletter&utm_medium=email,
reported,
"A
draft
United
Nations
report warns 'the same oceans that nourished human evolution are poised to unleash misery
on a global scale unless the carbon pollution destabilizing Earth's marine environment is
brought to heel,' according to Agence France-Presse, which exclusively reported on the 900-page
scientific assessment Thursday.
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The forthcoming report from a U.N. body that assesses science related to the human-caused
planetary emergency is due to be released to the public Sep. 25, after diplomats and experts meet in
Monaco to approve the final Summary for Policymakers.
AFP, which obtained a draft of the U.N. assessment, reported:
Destructive changes already set in motion could see a steady decline in fish stocks, a
hundred-fold or more increase in the damages caused by superstorms, and hundreds of
millions of people displaced by rising seas, according to the Intergovernmental Panel on
Climate Change (IPCC) "special report" on oceans and Earth's frozen zones, known as the
cryosphere.
As the 21st century unfolds, melting glaciers will first give too much and then too little
to billions who depend on them for fresh water, it finds.
Without deep cuts to manmade emissions, at least 30 percent of the northern
hemisphere's surface permafrost could melt by century's end, unleashing billions of tonnes of
carbon and accelerating global warming even more.
The Special Report on the Ocean and Cryosphere in a Changing Climate will follow the
IPCC's recent reports about what the world would look like with 1.5°C of warming above preindustrial levels—the lower target of the global Paris climate agreement—and the need for
transformative changes to land use to address both planetary heating and hunger.
In a statement earlier this year, Debra Roberts, co-chair of IPCC Working Group II—which
focuses on the vulnerability of socio-economic and natural systems to the climate crisis—noted that
the U.N. body's October report showed the broad benefits to people and natural ecosystems of
limiting global warming to 1.5°C.
'The Special Report on the Ocean and Cryosphere in a Changing Climate takes this story
one step further by evaluating how human and natural communities with be affected by the
impacts of climate change on two earth systems that touch all of our lives directly or
indirectly, the ocean and the frozen areas of the world,' Roberts said. 'It also assesses how we
can set the course for a more sustainable and equitable future by reducing or better
managing this impact.'
While those working on the IPCC's ocean report aim to provide the international
community with yet another tool to help avert the most catastrophic potential consequences of
rising temperatures, AFP pointed out that the crucial advice for policymakers will be released "too
late to be considered by world leaders gathering two days earlier for a summit convened by U.N.
Secretary-General Antonio Guterres to extract stronger national commitments in confronting the
climate crisis.'
When it comes to the September summit, which is focused on the key goals of the Paris
accord, AFP reported that 'Guterres may be disappointed by what the world's major greenhouse gas
emitters put on the table, according to experts tracking climate politics in China, the United States,
the European Union, and India.'
'The Big Four—accounting for nearly 60 percent of global fossil fuel-based
emissions—all face devastating ocean- and ice-related impacts, but none seem prepared just
announce more ambitious goals for purging carbon from their economies,' AFPcontinued,
detailing some of those impacts based on the IPCC draft.
By 2050, many low-lying megacities and small island nations will experience 'extreme
sea level events' every year, even under the most optimistic emissions reduction scenarios, the
report concludes.
By 2100, 'annual flood damages are expected to increase by two to three orders of
magnitude,' or 100 to 1,000 fold, the draft summary for policymakers says.
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Even if the world manages to cap global warming at 2°C, the global ocean waterline
will rise enough to displace more than a quarter of a billion people.
Experts are divided on the anticipated timeline for such mass displacement due to sea level
rise. However, Ben Strauss, CEO and chief scientist of the U.S.-based research group Climate
Central, told AFP that 'even if the number is 100 or 50 million by 2100, that's still a major
disruption and a lot of human misery.'
Strauss, whose research informs some of the IPCC report's conclusions, added that 'if we
warm the planet by 2°C by 2100 we will only be at the beginning of a runaway train ride of
sea level rise.'
In an op-ed published Thursday by Reuters, Greenpeace International executive director
Jennifer Morgan declared that 'tackling the climate emergency and protecting our oceans go handin-hand,' noting that 'the oceans naturally take in huge amounts of carbon dioxide and are a
key defense against the worsening impacts of climate change.'
Morgan called on world leaders attending the U.N. summit in September to 'commit to
adopting a strong Global Ocean Treaty in 2020." She wrote:
The scope of this new global agreement could be huge: almost half of the planet. The High
Seas, oceans beyond borders, cover more space on our planet than all continents combined. Sadly,
today these international waters are being ruthlessly exploited. In addition to climate change,
pressures from overfishing, deep sea mining exploration, oil drilling, and plastic pollution are
pushing our oceans to the verge of collapse. Only around 1 percent of the global seas are properly
protected. There is no effective legal instrument that allows the creation of ocean sanctuaries—
areas off-limits to harmful human activities—on international waters.
'Scientists are clear that we need to protect at least 30 percent of our global oceans by
2030 if we are to safeguard wildlife and to help mitigate the impacts of climate change," Morgan
added. "But that will only happen if an ambitious ocean treaty is adopted fast and opens the door to
creating effective ocean sanctuaries in international waters.'
Our work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-Share Alike 3.0 License."
Julia Conley, "'Completely Terrifying': Study Warns Carbon-Saturated Oceans Headed
Toward Tipping Point That Could Unleash Mass Extinction Event: 'Once we're over the
threshold...you're dealing with how the Earth works, and it goes on its own ride'" Common
Dreams, July 09, 2019, https://www.commondreams.org/news/2019/07/09/completely-terrifyingstudy-warns-carbon-saturated-oceans-headed-toward-tipping?cdorigin=rss&utm_term=AO&utm_campaign=Daily%20Newsletter&utm_content=email&utm_sour
ce=Daily%20Newsletter&utm_medium=Email, reported, "The continuous accumulation of
carbon dioxide in the planet's oceans—which shows no sign of stopping due to humanity's
relentless consumption of fossil fuels—is likely to trigger a chemical reaction in Earth's
carbon cycle similar to those which happened just before mass extinction events, according to
a new study.
MIT geophysics professor Daniel Rothman released new data on Monday showing that
carbon levels today could be fast approaching a tipping point threshold that could
trigger extreme ocean acidification similar to the kind that contributed to the Permian–
Triassic mass extinction that occurred about 250 million years ago.
Rothman's new research comes two years after he predicted that a mass extinction event
could take place at the end of this century. Since 2017, he has been working to understand how life
on Earth might be wiped out due to increased carbon in the oceans.
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Rothman created a model in which he simulated adding carbon dioxide to oceans, finding
that when the gas was added to an already-stable marine environment, only temporary acidification
occurred.
When he continuously pumped carbon into the oceans, however, as humans have been
doing at greater and greater levels since the late 18th century, the ocean model eventually
reached a threshold which triggered what MIT called 'a cascade of chemical feedbacks,' or
'excitation,' causing extreme acidification and worsening the warming effects of the
originally-added carbon.
Over the past 540 million years, these chemical feedbacks have occurred at various
times, Rothman noted.
But the most significant occurrences took place around the time of four out of the five
mass extinction events—and today's oceans are absorbing carbon far more quickly than they
did before the Permian–Triassic extinction, in which 90 percent of life on Earth died out.
The planet may now be 'at the precipice of excitation,' Rothman told MIT News.
On social media, one critic called the study's implications about life on Earth 'completely
terrifying.'
The study, which was completed with support from NASA and the National Science Foundation,
also notes that even though humans have only been pumping carbon into the oceans for hundreds
of years rather than the thousands of years it took for volcanic eruptions and other events to bring
about other extinctions, the result will likely be the same.
'Once we're over the threshold, how we got there may not matter,' Rothman told MIT News.
'Once you get over it, you're dealing with how the Earth works, and it goes on its own ride.'
Other scientists said the study, which will be published this week in the Proceedings of
the National Academy of Sciences, represents a clear call for immediate action to drastically
reduce the amount of carbon that is being pumped into the world's oceans. Climate action groups
and grassroots movements have long called on governments to impose a moratorium on fossil fuel
drilling, which pumps about a billion metric tons of carbon into the atmosphere every year.
'We already know that our CO2-emitting actions will have consequences for many
millennia,' says Timothy Lenton, a professor of climate change and earth systems science at the
University of Exeter. 'This study suggests those consequences could be much more dramatic than
previously expected.'
'If we push the Earth system too far,' Lenton added, 'then it takes over and
determines its own response—past that point there will be little we can do about it.'
Our work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-Share Alike 3.0 License."
Jessica Corbett, "New Study Warns 5 Billion People Could Face Higher Risk of ClimateRelated Coastal Storms, Water Pollution, and Crop Losses by 2050: 'If we continue on this
trajectory, ecosystems will be unable to provide natural insurance in the face of climate changeinduced impacts on food, water, and infrastructure,'" Common Dreams, October 10, 2019,
https://www.commondreams.org/news/2019/10/10/new-study-warns-5-billion-people-could-facehigher-risk-climate-related-coastal?cdorigin=rss&utm_term=AO&utm_campaign=Daily%20Newsletter&utm_content=email&utm_sour
ce=Daily%20Newsletter&utm_medium=Email, reported, "By 2050, five billion people across the
globe—disproportionately those in poorer communities—could face a higher risk of enduring
coastal storms, water pollution, and crop losses linked to the human-caused climate crisis,
warns a study published in the journal Science and reported on Thursday by The Scotsman.
'Our analyses suggest that the current environmental governance at local, regional, and
international levels is failing to encourage the most vulnerable regions to invest in
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ecosystems,' said study co-author Unai Pascual, co-chair of the Intergovernmental Science-Policy
Platform on Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services (IPBES).
'If we continue on this trajectory,' Pascual added, "ecosystems will be unable to provide
natural insurance in the face of climate change-induced impacts on food, water, and
infrastructure.'
According to The Scotsman:
'The research team set out to understand and map where nature contributes the most to
people's lives, and how many people might be impacted by climate change and changes in the way
fossil fuels are used.
They focused on three areas in which nature is considered to be hugely beneficial to
people—water quality regulation, protection from coastal hazards, and crop pollination—and
analyzed how they might change using open-source software.
People in Africa and South Asia were projected to be most disadvantaged by
'diminishing contributions' from nature.'
'Determining when and where nature is most important is critical to understanding
how best to enhance people's livelihoods and well-being,' said study co-author Stephen Polasky
of the University of Minnesota.
The researchers have developed an online, interactive map for their findings. Lead
author Becky Chaplin-Kramer of Stanford University said the group hopes the study will
help inform and 'further galvanize global action.'
'We're equipped with the information we need to avert the worst scenarios our models
project and move toward an equitable, sustainable future,' she added. 'Now is the time to wield it.'
The study's warnings echo findings from previous research about the near-future
consequences of human-driven global warming—such as a study from September on climaterelated droughts and wheat production—and come as people around the world have taken to the
streets since Monday for Extinction Rebellion's two weeks of action to pressure policymakers to
pursue bolder climate action plans.
Alongside demands from scientists and activists that governments worldwide urgently
work to transition energy systems away from fossil fuels to fully renewable sources, experts
and campaigners are now promoting the restoration of nature to help prevent more
catastrophic impacts of rising temperatures.
One such effort is the Natural Climate Solutions campaign, which launched in April
and received renewed attention during last month's global climate strikes. It calls for protecting
and restoring ecosystems such as forests to draw carbon dioxide out of the atmosphere and
lock it away to prevent further warming.
Our work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-Share Alike 3.0 License."
Jon Queally, "After Data Shows Last Month Was Hottest June on Record, Sanders Says
Maybe Now Is 'Time to Start Treating This Like a Crisis and Not a Hoax:' 'It's only the hottest June
ever recorded on planet earth,' said 350.org co-founder Bill McKibben with sarcasm. 'So, nothing
at
all
to
worry
about.'"
Common
Dreams,
July
03,
2019,
https://www.commondreams.org/news/2019/07/03/after-data-shows-last-month-was-hottest-junerecord-sanders-says-maybe-now-time?cdorigin=rss&utm_term=AO&utm_campaign=Daily%20Newsletter&utm_content=email&utm_sour
ce=Daily%20Newsletter&utm_medium=email, reported, "In response to news on Tuesday that a
European Union satellite agency declared last month the hottest June ever recorded, 2020
Democratic candidate Sen. Bernie Sanders said, 'Maybe, just maybe, it's time to start treating this
like a crisis and not a hoax.'
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With campaigners across the world demanding leaders respond to the crisis of the rapidly
heating planet as the "climate emergency" it is, Sanders was responding to a tweet by 350.org cofounder Bill McKibben noting new data released by the UN-supported Copernicus Climate Change
Service (C3S) that showed global temperatures last month were the highest ever recorded for
June since records began in the late 19th century.
As the story by the Independent newspaper on the temperature data was poorly worded or
incorrectly reported, McKibben later returned to Twitter to clarify the report's findings, but he
made it clear the reality should still be met with serious alarm:
According to C3S, average temperatures across Europe "were more than 2°C above
normal" and the "global-average temperature for June 2019 was also the highest on record for the
month."
Globally, the temperature average, the group noted, was about 0.1°C higher than that of the
previous warmest June, in 2016, following a strong El Niño event."
Julia Conley, "'Unprecedented' Decline of Plants and Animals as Global 'Red List' Reveals
Nearly One-Third of Assessed Species Under Threat: 'We must act now both on biodiversity loss
and
climate
change,"
Common
Dreams,
July
18,
2019,
https://www.commondreams.org/news/2019/07/18/unprecedented-decline-plants-and-animalsglobal-red-list-reveals-nearly-one-third?cdorigin=rss&utm_term=AO&utm_campaign=Daily%20Newsletter&utm_content=email&utm_sour
ce=Daily%20Newsletter&utm_medium=Email, reported, "Calling on global policymakers to act
immediately to preserve biodiversity and save tens of thousands of species from extinction,
the group behind the world's most definitive list of endangered animals and plants has added
more than 2,600 threatened species to its annual report.
The Red List, published Thursday by the International Union for Conservation of
Nature (IUCN), revealed that one third of all species the group has assessed are now under
threat due to overfishing, pollution, illegal logging and trafficking, threats to water sources
and habitats due to the climate crisis, and other factors, including many human activities.
Of the approximately 9,000 species the IUCN assessed over the past year, the group
determined about 2,600 to be endangered, critically endangered, or threatened, bringing the
total number of vulnerable species to about 28,000 of the more than 100,000 that have now
been studied.
'Nature is declining at rates unprecedented in human history,' said Jane Smart, global
director of the IUCN Biodiversity Conservation Group. 'Decisive action is needed at scale to halt
this decline; the timing of this assessment is critical as governments are starting to negotiate a new
global biodiversity framework for such action.'
A quarter of all mammals are threatened with possible extinction, while 40 percent of the world's
amphibians and a third of reefs and corals—which in addition to providingthousands of species
with habitats, also protect humans' habitats by halting the erosion of coastlines—are now
endangered.
On social media, climate action and conservation advocates decried the "bleak assessment"
and wrote that the Red List only bolsters the case for taking immediate action to move toward
sustainable energy sources and curb the climate crisis.
The updated Red List was released less than a year after the World Wildlife
Federation revealed that 60 percent of all animal species have been wiped out since 1970 due to
human activity.
Plummeting biodiversity observed by scientists has prompted the IUCN to call for the
United Nations, at its biodiversity summit planned for next year in China, to move toward bold
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reforms aimed at curbing fossil fuel emissions which have contributed to the climate crisis and
ending other human activities linked to the decline of thousands of species.
'Loss of species and climate change are the two great challenges facing humanity this
century,' Lee Hannah, a scientist with Conservation International, said. 'The Red List addresses
both, by letting us know the extinction risk faced by all species, including climate change, in that
assessment. The results are clear, we must act now both on biodiversity loss and climate change.'
'This update clearly shows how much humans around the world are overexploiting
wildlife," said the IUCN's acting director, Dr. Grethel Aguilar.
Species newly listed as 'critically endangered'—the category most disconcerting to
scientists after regional extinction and extinction in the wild—include the bleeding toad, the
Northern Muriqui, the angelshark, and the Rabb's fringe-limbed treefrog.
The South Asian river dolphin and the tri-spine horseshoe crab were also added as
'endangered.'
A number of trees, including the formerly-common American elm tree, are now
considered endangered. About 90 percent of forest trees native to Madagascar, whose wood is
widely used and illegally trafficked around the world, are now threatened with extinction.
'The implications for people are that we lose valuable resources such as rosewoods and
elms, and we also lose ecosystem resilience, undermining the essential ecosystem services that
forests provide,' said Paul Smith, secretary general of Botanic Gardens Conservation International.
'It is imperative that we not only halt the loss of tree species diversity but that we restore
habitats with a diverse range of tree species where these have already been degraded by
human activities.'
On the IUCN's assessment of more than 105,000 species around the world, no
endangered or vulnerable animal or plant species was listed as having an improved outlook
for its survival.
Our work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-Share Alike 3.0 License."
Madeleine Keck, "Australian Medical Association Declares Climate Change a ‘Health
Emergency’," Global Citizen, September https://www.globalcitizen.org/en/content/australianmedical-association-declares-climatech/?utm_source=Iterable&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=US_Sept_9_2019_content_digest
5, 2019, reported, "Australia’s top medical body has labeled climate change a “health
emergency.”
The Australian Medical Association (AMA) now joins the likes of the American
Medical Association and British Medical Association in declaring that "climate change is real
and will have the earliest and most severe health consequences on vulnerable populations
around the world.”
Christopher Flavelle, "Moody’s Buys Climate Data Firm, Signaling New Scrutiny of
Climate
Risks,"
The
New
York
Times,
July
24,
2019,
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/07/24/climate/moodys-ratings-climate-changedata.html?te=1&nl=climatefwd:&emc=edit_clim_20190731?campaign_id=54&instance_id=11301&segment_id=15720&user_id
=2984790c14170290245238c0cd4fd927&regi_id=52235981, reported, "Moody’s Corporation has
purchased a controlling stake in a firmthat measures the physical risks of climate change, the
latest indication that global warming can threaten the creditworthiness of governments and
companies around the world."
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Damian Carrington, "Just 10% of Fossil Fuel Subsidy Cash 'Could Pay for Green
Transition': Redirecting small portion of subsidies would unleash clean energy revolution, says
report," Portside (originally from the Guardian)
August 7, 2019, https://portside.org/2019-08-07/just-10-fossil-fuel-subsidy-cash-could-pay-greentransition, reported, "Switching just some of the huge subsidies supporting fossil fuels to
renewables would unleash a runaway clean energy revolution, according to a new report,
significantly cutting the carbon emissions that are driving the climate crisis.
Coal, oil and gas get more than $370bn (£305bn) a year in support, compared with
$100bn for renewables, the International Institute for Sustainable Development
(IISD) report found. Just 10-30% of the fossil fuel subsidies would pay for a global transition
to clean energy, the IISD said."
Jessica Corbett, "Citing $69 Trillion Price Tag by 2100, Moody's Warns Central Banks of
Far-Reaching Economic Damage of Climate Crisis: 'There is no denying it: The longer we wait to
take bold action to curb emissions, the higher the costs will be for all of us,'" Common Dreams,
July 3, 2019, https://www.commondreams.org/news/2019/07/03/citing-69-trillion-price-tag-2100moodys-warns-central-banks-far-reaching-economic?cdorigin=rss&utm_term=AO&utm_campaign=Weekly%20Newsletter&utm_content=email&utm
_source=Weekly%20Newsletter&utm_medium=Email, reported, "Noting previous warnings
that the human-caused climate crisis could cause trillions of dollars in damage to the global
economy by the end of the century, a new report from Moody's Analytics explores the
economic implications of the international community's failure to curb planet-warming
emissions.
Moody's Analytics chief economist Mark Zandi told The Washington Post—which
first reported on the new analysis—that this is 'the first stab at trying to quantify what the
macroeconomic consequences might be" of the global climate crisis, and it comes in response
to European commercial banks and central banks. The climate emergency is 'not a cliff
event. It's not a shock to the economy. It's more like a corrosive,' Zandi added. But it is
'getting weightier with each passing year.'
The financial research and consulting firm's analysis (pdf) highlights a few key
projections from a report published last October by the U.N. Intergovernmental Panel on
Climate Change (IPCC): if the average global temperature soars to 1.5°C above preindustrial levels—the lower limit of the Paris climate agreement—the cost to the global
economy is estimated to be $54 trillion in 2100, and under a warming scenario of 2°C, the
cost could reach $69 trillion.
Moody's—whose clients include multinational corporations, governments, central banks,
financial regulators and institutions, retailers, mutual funds, utilities, real estate firms, insurance
companies, and investors—notes researchers have found that 'warming beyond the 2°C threshold
could hit tipping points for even larger and irreversible warming feedback loops, such as
permanent summer ice melt in the Arctic Ocean.'
One of the key takeaways, the report emphasizes, is that economically, 'the more
draconian effects of climate change are not felt until 2030 and beyond. And they do not
become especially pronounced until the second part of the century.'
'That's why it is so hard to get people focused on this issue and get a comprehensive policy
response,' Zandi told the Post. 'Business is focused on the next year, or five years out.'
'Most of the models go out 30 years,' he said, 'but, really, the damage to the economy is in
the next half-century, and we haven't developed the tools to look out that far.'
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Responding to the Post report, which emphasized Moody's warning of the anticipated
damage to the global economy, some advocates of ambitious global action to slash humangenerated greenhouse gas emissions pointed to recent findings from climate experts that the
world's temperature could rise 3°C or higher by 2100, implying that the economic costs could
exceed the IPCC's upper estimate.
Linking to the Post report, Defend Our Future—a project of the Environmental Defense
Fund that aims to empower young people interested in advancing climate and clean energy
solutions—tweeted: 'There is no denying it: The longer we wait to take bold action to curb
emissions, the higher the costs will be for all of us.'
Moody's analysts examined the climate emergency's expected economic damage across six
impact channels—sea-level rise, human health effects, heat effect of labor productivity, agricultural
productivity, tourism, and energy demand—and created forecasts through 2048.
'This analysis reveals that some countries are significantly exposed to rising
temperatures while others, particularly in Northern Hemisphere climates, are well insulated,'
the report says. Those at the greatest risk, analysts found, are 'countries in hot climates,
particularly those that are emerging economies such as Malaysia, Algeria, the Philippines,
and Thailand, and oil producers such as Saudi Arabia, Qatar, and Oman.'
On the agricultural front, rising temperatures are expected to impact both the health
of farmworkers and crop yields, which particularly threatens less-developed nations that are
economically dependent on farming. Echoing a U.N. report published this week, Moody's notes
that 'heat stress, determined by high temperature and humidity, lowers working speed,
necessitates more frequent breaks, and increases the probability of injury.'
The report says that in terms of human health, the number of heat-related deaths
worldwide is expected to increase as the global temperature does, and a hotter world "can
lengthen the season and increase the geographic range of disease-carrying insects such as
mosquitoes, ticks, and fleas, allowing them to move into higher altitudes and new regions.'
Recognizing some limitations of its analysis, Moody's acknowledges that 'there are a
number of factors that were not considered in this work. The foremost of these is the
increasing frequency and severity of natural disasters.' The report points to a U.S.
government calculation that in the United States alone, disasters caused more than $300
billion in damage in 2017.
As the environmental legal organization Earthjustice concluded in response to the report,
'We literally cannot afford inaction on this crisis.'
Our work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-Share Alike 3.0 License."
Rising seas as a result of global warming are increasingly creating climate refugees. Simon
Montlake, "Alaska's Climate Refugees," Christian Science Monitor Weekly, July 1, 2019, reports
that increasingly Alaska Native villages on the cost are being forced to move because of rising
oceans and rivers and melting permafrost. This is not simply a matter of relocating, which is
expensive and difficult to do, but relocation also threatens to destroy traditional culture and
current livelihoods.
Jessica Corbett, "Study Warns Melting of 'One of the World's Most Dangerous Glaciers'
Could Cause 20-Inch Sea Level Rise: NASA scientist says that "after reaching the tipping point,
Thwaites Glacier could lose all of its ice in a period of 150 years,'" Common Dreams, "July 09,
2019, https://www.commondreams.org/news/2019/07/09/study-warns-melting-one-worlds-mostdangerous-glaciers-could-cause-20-inch-sea-level?cdorigin=rss&utm_term=AO&utm_campaign=Daily%20Newsletter&utm_content=email&utm_sour
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ce=Daily%20Newsletter&utm_medium=Email, reported, "New NASSA funded research warns
that because of human-caused global heating, West Antarctica's massive Thwaites Glacier is
at risk of reaching a tipping point that could raise the global sea level by about 20 inches.
The study, published Monday in the journal the Proceedings of the National Academy of
Sciences, was conducted by researchers at the Georgia Institute of Technology, NASA Jet
Propulsion Laboratory, and the University of Washington.
Though this team focused on the Thwaites Glacier—which is about the size of Florida
or Britain—the report follows several others that have raised alarm about how rapidly ice is
disappearing in Antarctica, including one study from May which found that the continent's
ice sheets are thinning five times faster than they were in the 1990s.
In a statement Monday, Georgia Tech explained that researchers found "instability hidden
within Antarctic ice is likely to accelerate its flow into the ocean and push sea level up at a
more rapid pace than previously expected."
In the last six years, five closely observed Antarctic glaciers have doubled their rate of
ice loss, according to the National Science Foundation. At least one, Thwaites Glacier, modeled
for the new study, may be in danger of succumbing to this instability, a volatile process that
pushes ice into the ocean fast.
The Thwaites Glacier is often called 'one of the world's most dangerous glaciers'
because of its potential contributions to sea level rise. As Common Dreams reported in January,
NASA scientists recently discovered a 1,000-foot deep cavity in the glacier large enough to
have held about 14 billion tons of ice before it melted, which heightened concerns about the
glacier's future.
Researchers behind the new study weren't able to project exactly how much ice the
Thwaites Glacier will lose in the next 50 to 800 years, 'due to unpredictable fluctuations in climate
and the need for more data,' but they factored the instability into 500 ice flow simulations for the
glacier, which 'together pointed to the eventual triggering of the instability,' according to the
Georgia Tech statement.
'If you trigger this instability, you don't need to continue to force the ice sheet by
cranking up temperatures. It will keep going by itself, and that's the worry,' said lead author
Alex Robel, an assistant professor in Georgia Tech's School of Earth and Atmospheric Sciences.
However, he added, 'climate variations will still be important after that tipping point because
they will determine how fast the ice will move."
The simulations spanned several centuries, as is common for studies on sea level rise. The
models suggested that the glacier could reach the tipping point 'in the next 200 to 600 years,'
said co-author and NASA scientist Hélène Seroussi. "It depends on the bedrock topography under
the ice, and we don't know it in great detail yet.'
'After reaching the tipping point, Thwaites Glacier could lose all of its ice in a period
of 150 years,' Seroussi said. 'That would make for a sea level rise of about half a meter (1.64
feet).'
Experts have also raised alarm about how quickly ice is melting in Greenland and the
Arctic, but Antarctica is of particular concern because, as Robel pointed, "there's almost
eight times as much ice in the Antarctic ice sheet as there is in the Greenland ice sheet and 50
times as much as in all the mountain glaciers in the world."
While the researchers acknowledged the need for further study, they also emphasized the
importance of preparing for rising seas—which increasingly endanger island nations and
coastal communities.
'You want to engineer critical infrastructure to be resistant against the upper bound of
potential sea level scenarios a hundred years from now,' said Robel. 'It can mean building your
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water treatment plants and nuclear reactors for the absolute worst-case scenario, which could be
two or three feet of sea level rise from Thwaites Glacier alone, so it's a huge difference.'
Our work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-Share Alike 3.0 License."
Kendra Pierre-Louis, "A Huge Iceberg Split From Antarctica. (They Just Grew Apart.)," The
New
York
Times,
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/10/01/climate/antarctica-icebergd28.html?te=1&nl=climatefwd:&emc=edit_clim_20191002?campaign_id=54&instance_id=12791&segment_id=17522&user_id
=2984790c14170290245238c0cd4fd927&regi_id=52235981, reported, "A massive iceberg with the
robotic sounding name D28 has separated in recent days from an ice shelf in Antarctica,
prompting both awe and concern around the world. Measuring 610 square miles, D28 is slightly
larger than Oahu, Hawaii, and some are worried that its fracture from the Amery Ice Shelf is a
signal of climate change."
Liz Alderman, "What Worries Iceland? A World Without Ice. It Is Preparing: As rising
temperatures drastically reshape Iceland’s landscape, businesses and the government are spending
millions for survival and profit," The New York Times, August 9, 2019,
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/08/09/business/iceland-ice-melt-global-warming-climatechange.html, reported, on Iceland, "A warmer climate isn’t affecting just Höfn, where the
waning weight of Vatnajökull on the earth’s crust is draining fjords and shifting
underground sediment, twisting the town’s sewer pipes. As temperatures rise across the
Arctic nearly faster than any place on the planet, all of Iceland is grappling with the prospect
of a future with no ice.
Energy producers are upgrading hydroelectric power plants and experimenting with
burying carbon dioxide in rock, to keep it out of the atmosphere. Proposals are being floated
for a new port in Finnafjord, now a barren landscape in the east, to capitalize on potential cargo
traffic as shipping companies in China, Russia and Arctic nations vie to open routes through the
melting ice. The fishing industry is slashing fossil fuel use with energy-efficient ships.
Glaciers occupy over a tenth of this famously frigid island near the Arctic Circle.
Every single one is melting. So are the massive, centuries-old ice sheets of Greenland and the
polar regions. Where other countries face rising seas, Iceland is confronting a rise in land in
its southernmost regions, and considers the changing landscape and climate a matter of
national urgency."
Iliana Magra, "Giant Glacier on Mont Blanc Is in Danger of Collapse, Experts Warn," The
New York Times, September 25, 2019, https://www.nytimes.com/2019/09/25/world/europe/glacieritaly-climate-change.html, reported, "A giant section of a glacier on the Mont Blanc massif in
the Alps is in danger of collapsing, experts warned on Wednesday, prompting the
precautionary closing of two roads and the evacuation of mountain huts in northwestern
Italy.
A block of about nine million cubic feet of the Planpincieux Glacier on the peak of
Grandes Jorasses, a mountain on the French-Italian border, has splintered and could give
way, according to Daniele Giordan, a geologist working for the Italian National Research Council."
Jessica Corbett, "New Research Warns Severe Climate-Related Droughts Could Threaten
60% of Global Wheat Crop by 2100: Even with ambitious global efforts to limit emissions, the
study warns, /the increase in the frequency and extent of adverse weather extremes and related
shocks on the production side would be unprecedented," Common Dreams, September 26, 2019,
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https://www.commondreams.org/news/2019/09/26/new-research-warns-severe-climate-relateddroughts-could-threaten-60-global-wheat?cdorigin=rss&utm_term=AO&utm_campaign=Weekly%20Newsletter&utm_content=email&utm_so
urce=Weekly%20Newsletter&utm_medium=Email, reported, "Underscoring the necessity of
aggressive action to combat human-caused global warming, research published Wednesday
warns that the majority of the world's wheat fields are at risk of enduring 'severe, prolonged,
and near-simultaneous droughts' by the end of the century—raising serious concerns about
future food insecurity and political instability.
'If only one country or region sees a drought there is less impact,' said study co-author Song
Feng of the University of Arkansas. 'But if multiple regions are affected simultaneously, it can
affect global production and food prices, and lead to food insecurity.'
The peer-reviewed study, published in the journal Science Advances, was conducted by
team of researchers from the United States, Europe, and Asia.
Wheat accounts for about 20 percent of all calories consumed by humans worldwide
and the global demand for wheat products such as cereal is expected to rise in the coming
decades, according to the U.N. Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO). Recognizing humanity's
reliance on the crop as a key food source, the study's researchers analyzed various climate models
to assess the rising risk of drought in wheat-producing regions.
'Global warming is expected to increase the frequency and intensity of severe water
scarcity (SWS) events, which negatively affect rain-fed crops such as wheat,' the study says.
'Our projections show that, without climate change mitigation... up to 60 percent of the current
wheat-growing area will face simultaneous SWS events by the end of this century, compared
to 15 percent today."'
Referencing a key goal of the Paris climate accord, researchers warn that 'even under the
ambitious mitigation scenario aimed to stabilize global warming at 2°C compared to preindustrial levels, the increase in the frequency and extent of adverse weather extremes and
related shocks on the production side would be unprecedented.'
The impact on food prices and security will depend on multiple factors. As the study
explains, 'recent evidence suggests that variations in crop product prices are linked to
simultaneously challenging economic factors, such as oil prices and exchange rates, as well as the
occurrence of large-scale droughts and corresponding market and policy responses.'
Reuters reported, citing co-author Petr Havlik, that 'Africa would be the most affected region by
the middle of the century.'
Europe, the United States, and Russia would be severely hit, said Havlik, deputy director at
Austria's International Institute for Applied Systems Analysis.
Africa is not a major wheat producer, but the crop provides 14 percent of the calories
consumed by the continent's population, which is projected to double by 2050, Havlik said.
FAO projects that by 2050, global demand for cereals will increase by 43 percent
compared with the 2006 level, 'which is fairly conservative compared to other projections,' and
'will predominantly come from developing countries,' the study notes. If those nations can't
sustainably boost their supply, they will increasingly depend on imports.
Researchers warn that 'these developments may increase food insecurity and,
consequently, political instability and migration.'
The new study 'contributes substantially to the neglected area of climate extremes in
agriculture, as it brings new data to light on how likely the shocks caused by drought might be in
near future,' Havlik told Bloomberg.
The research follows a landmark U.N. report from August which called for a global
overhaul of the ways humans use land—including forestry, agriculture, and industrial and urban
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development—to meet the food needs of the world's growing human population and ensure a
habitable planet.
Our work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-Share Alike 3.0 License."
Jessica Corbett, "'This Is the Beginning': New Study Warns Climate Crisis May Have Been
Pivotal in Rise of Drug-Resistant Superbug: Research argues that deadly Candida auris 'may be the
first example of a new fungal disease emerging from climate change,'" Common Dreams, July 23,
2019,
https://www.commondreams.org/news/2019/07/23/beginning-new-study-warns-climatecrisis-may-have-been-pivotal-rise-drug-resistant, reported, "A new analysis warns that 'global
warming may have played a pivotal role' in the recent rise of a multidrug-resistant fungal
superbug, sparking questions and concerns about the emerging public health threats of the
human-caused climate crisis.
Reporting on the research Tuesday, CNN outlined the history of Candida auris:
"Until recently, scientists considered it a mystery how C. auris popped up in more than 30
countries around the globe a decade after it was first discovered in 2009. It emerged simultaneously
on three continents—in India, Venezuela, and South Africa—between 2012 and 2015, each strain
being genetically distinct."
The study—published Tuesday in mBio, an open-access journal of the American Society
for Microbiology—argues that Candida auris /may be the first example of a new fungal disease
emerging from climate change./
'The argument that we are making based on comparison to other close relative fungi is
that as the climate has gotten warmer, some of these organisms, including Candida auris,
have adapted to the higher temperature, and as they adapt, they break through human's
protective temperatures,' lead author Arturo Casadevall, chair of molecular microbiology and
immunology at Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health, said in a statement.
Fungal diseases are relatively uncommon in humans because of body temperature—
but if they adapt to rising temperatures, and aren't easily treatable with medications, they
could increasingly endanger human health on a global scale. Casadevall warned that while C.
auris may be the first fungal disease whose emergence scientists have tied to rising temperatures, it
potentially won't be the last.
'Global warming may lead to new fungal diseases that we don't even know about right
now," he said. "What this study suggests is this is the beginning of fungi adapting to higher
temperatures, and we are going to have more and more problems as the century goes on.'
Stat News published a piece Tuesday that mentions the new study but also addresses a
series of pressing questions about the emerging superbug with help from experts who include Tom
Chiller, chief of mycotic diseases at the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, and Tejas
Bouklas, an assistant professor in the department of biomedical sciences at Long Island University.
Among those questions is: 'Could C. auris help other fungi adapt to be bigger threats to
humans?'
That's a question Bouklas is wondering about. 'The more ubiquitous it becomes, the more
problematic. Because now it could potentially transmit DNA to other Candida species. And maybe
even bacteria,' she said.
That idea is not far-fetched. Fungi can mate sexually, Chiller pointed out, allowing them to
swap large amounts of DNA.
In light of the potential impacts of the climate crisis on public health highlighted in the
study, Casadevall charged in his statement that "we need to make investments in better surveillance
of fungal diseases.'
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'We are pretty good at surveilling influenza and diseases that cause diarrhea or are
contagious, but fungal diseases are not usually contagious and therefore nobody has really bothered
to document them well,' he said. 'If more fungi were to cross over, you really wouldn't know until
somebody started reporting them in the literature.'
Chiller, in his interview with Stat News, agreed that more research on the superbug is vital
to protecting the public.
Understanding C. auris's backstory is crucial, Chiller said, because 'these things are going to
continue to emerge. And understanding how they emerge and where they emerge might lead us to
prevention strategies or reactive strategies or preparation strategies for the next big thing.'
Our work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-Share Alike 3.0 License."
Jessica Corbett, "'This Is Truly Terrifying': Scientists Studying Underwater Permafrost
Thaw Find Area of the Arctic Ocean 'Boiling With Methane Bubbles: The lead researcher said that
'this is the most powerful' methane seep he has ever seen. 'No one has ever recorded anything
simila,'"
Common
Dreams,
October
9,
2019,
https://www.commondreams.org/news/2019/10/09/truly-terrifying-scientists-studying-underwaterpermafrost-thaw-find-area-arctic?cdorigin=rss&utm_term=AO&utm_campaign=Weekly%20Newsletter&utm_content=email&utm_so
urce=Weekly%20Newsletter&utm_medium=Email,
reported,
"Scientists
studying
the
consequences of methane emissions from underwater permafrost in the Arctic Ocean
announced this week that they found a 50-square-foot area of the East Siberian Sea 'boiling
with methane bubbles.'
'This is the most powerful seep I have ever been able to observe,' lead scientist Igor Semiletov
said Monday, using a term for methane gas bubbling up from the seafloor to the surface. 'No one
has ever recorded anything similar.'
Semiletov, a Russian researcher who has participated in 45 Arctic expeditions, set out on
the Academic Mstislav Keldysh last month, accompanied by scientists from the United Kingdom,
the United States, Italy, the Netherlands, and Sweden.
Their discovery was announced in a statement from Russia's Tomsk Polytechnic University,
where Semiletov is a professor. The researchers' findings from the expedition and Semiletov's
remarks were translated and reported on Tuesday by The Telegraph.
Permafrost is a mix of soil, rocks, and sand bound together by ice that stays frozen for two
or more years straight. As human activity causes global temperatures to rise, the world's permafrost
is thawing—releasing ancient bacteria and viruses as well as greenhouse gases such as carbon
dioxide and methane that further heat the planet.
Compared with carbon dioxide, methane has a shorter lifetime in the atmosphere but
is better at trapping radiation, so methane's impact is more than 25 times greater than that of
carbon dioxide over a 100-year period, according to the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency.
Experts are increasingly concerned about the consequences of thawing permafrost
that is located both beneath land and water in the planet's coldest regions. Last week,
the Washington Post reported on 'stunning and dramatic' scenes from a region of Eastern
Siberia where 'sections of many older, wooden buildings already sag toward the ground—
rendered uninhabitable by the unevenly thawing earth,' and "rivers are rising and running
faster," sweeping away entire neighborhoods.
The Academic Mstislav Keldysh expedition's research team, led by Semiletov, traveled to
an area of the Arctic Ocean known for methane 'fountains' to study the effects of permafrost
thawing. Around the 'powerful' fountain they found east of Bennett Island, the concentration of
methane in the atmosphere was more than nine times higher than the global average.
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Describing the researchers' discovery of the fountain based on the university's
statement, The Telegraph reported:
When researchers drew near to the 'emerald-colored' water of the methane fountain, they
'could see how gas was rising to the surface from the black depths of the sea in thousands of bubbly
strands,' according to expedition member Sergei Nikiforov.
They took samples of bottom sediments, water, and gas, scooping up the extraordinarily
large methane bubbles in buckets rather than small plastic capsules and filling several pressurized
canisters.
The next day, the expedition stumbled upon another giant seep of roughly the same
size, even though discovering seeps among rough ocean waves is usually 'harder than finding
a needle in a haystack,' Mr. Nikiforov said.
The expedition's findings, also reported on Tuesday by Newsweek, elicited alarmed
reactions from readers and climate activists the world over:
A New Zealand chapter of the Extinction Rebellion movement—which launched a fresh
wave of peaceful acts of civil disobedience around the world on Monday to demand bolder climate
policies—tweeted in response to the expedition's discovery, "This is why the disruption we caused
is very minor in comparison to what's coming."
'This is truly terrifying,' tweeted Jim Walsh, an energy policy analyst at the U.S.-based
group Food & Water Watch, linking to Newsweek's report. Noting scientists' concerns about
permafrost thaw reaching a tipping point, he added that 'we can't get off fossil fuels fast
enough.'
Our work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-Share Alike 3.0 License."
Denise Lu and Christopher Flavelle, "Rising Seas Will Erase More Cities by 2050, New
Research
Shows,"
The
New
York
Times,
October
29,
2019https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2019/10/29/climate/coastal-cities-underwater.html,
reported, "Rising seas could affect three times more people by 2050 than previously thought,
according to new research, threatening to all but erase some of the world’s great coastal cities.
The authors of a paper published Tuesday developed a more accurate way of calculating
land elevation based on satellite readings, a standard way of estimating the effects of sea level
rise over large areas, and found that the previous numbers were far too optimistic. The new
research shows that some 150 million people are now living on land that will be below the
high-tide line by midcentury."
Among the places likely to be inundated by rising seas are Mumbai, India, Alexandria,
Egypt, The heart of Shanghai and numerous cities around it, most of Bannock, Thailand, and
a great deal of South Vietnam.
Kendra Pierre-Louis, "Climate Change Poses Threats to Children’s Health Worldwide,"
The New York Times, November 13, 2019, https://www.nytimes.com/2019/11/13/climate/climatechange-child-health.html, reported, "The health effects of climate change will be unevenly
distributed and children will be among those especially harmed, according to a new report from
the medical journal The Lancet.
The report compared human health consequences under two scenarios: one in which the
world meets the commitments laid out in the Paris Agreement and reins in emissions so that
increases in global temperatures remain “well below 2 degrees Celsius” by the end of the century,
and one in which it does not.
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The report, published Wednesday, found that failing to limit emissions would lead to
health problems caused by infectious diseases, worsening air pollution, rising temperatures
and malnutrition."
Kendra Pierre-Louis, "Climate Change Is Ravaging the Arctic, Report Finds," The New
York Times, December 10, 2019, https://www.nytimes.com/2019/12/10/climate/climate-changearctic-warming.html?te=1&nl=climatefwd:&emc=edit_clim_20191211?campaign_id=54&instance_id=14464&segment_id=19516&user
_id=2984790c14170290245238c0cd4fd927&regi_id=5223598120191211,
reported,
"Temperatures in the Arctic region remained near record highs this year, according to a
report issued on Tuesday, leading to low summer sea ice, cascading impacts on the regional
food web and growing concerns over sea level rise."
With the temperatures in the Arctic the second highest since record taking began in
1900, the record highs were both in summer and in winter, in this the warmest decade ever in
the Arctic. Impacts included record melts in sea ice, accelerating global warming world-wide
as the ice reflects heat from the earth that is captured by the now exposed water. Record summer
and winter temperatures were recorded in several far north nations in 2019. In Greenland,
with melting beginning earlier than normal, a record 95% of the glacier thawed in the
warmer months, and it is likely less will refreeze than last year. The speeding loss of Arctic
ice is increasing the rate of ocean rise, at the current rate of increase, which is likely to
accelerate, that alone would add an additional three inches to ocean rise by 2100.
Kendra Pierre-Louis, "World’s Oceans Are Losing Oxygen Rapidly, Study Finds: The New
York Times, December 7, 2019, https://www.nytimes.com/2019/12/07/climate/ocean-acidificationclimate-change.html?te=1&nl=climatefwd:&emc=edit_clim_20191211?campaign_id=54&instance_id=14464&segment_id=19516&user_id
=2984790c14170290245238c0cd4fd927&regi_id=5223598120191211, reported, "The world’s
oceans are gasping for breath, a report issued Saturday at the annual global climate talks in
Madrid has concluded." The research by 67 scientists from 67 nations indicates that climate change
is the major cause, followed by other human activity including nutrient run off from fertilizers
applied in agriculture and lawn-garden care. Over all the loss of oxygen from 1960 to 2010 was
2%, but in some places as much as 40% to 50%. Even the 2% oxygen reduction is sufficient to
impact the planetary cycling of elements such as nitrogen and phosphorous which are, essential
for life on Earth. In places with greater than that average loss, the impacts on ocean life including foods people eat, is serious to deadly.
Mark Z. Jacobson, Mark A. Delucchi, Mary A. Cameron, Stephen J. Coughlin, Catherine
A. Hay, Indu Priya Manogaran, Yanbo Shu, Anna-Katharina von Krauland, "Impacts of Green
New Deal Energy Plans on Grid Stability, Costs, Jobs, Health, and Climate in 143 Countries," One
Earth, December 2019, https://doi.org/10.1016/j.oneear.2019.12.003, abstract stated, "This paper
evaluates Green New Deal solutions to global warming, air pollution, and energy insecurity
for 143 countries. The solutions involve transitioning all energy to 100% clean, renewable
wind- water-solar (WWS) energy, efficiency, and storage. WWS reduces global energy needs
by 57.1%, energy costs by 61%, and social (private plus health plus climate) costs by 91%
while avoiding blackouts, creating millions more jobs than lost and requiring little land.
Thus, 100% WWS needs less energy, costs less, and creates more jobs than current energy."
The investment would pay for itself in less than seven years, counting only the direct
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economic costs and benefits, not considering the reduction in damage from climate change
that would result.
Matthew Taylor and Jonathan Watts, "Revealed: the 20 firms behind a third of all carbon
emissions: New data shows how fossil fuel companies have driven climate crisis despite industry
knowing
dangers,"
The
Guardian,
October
10,
2019,
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2019/oct/09/revealed-20-firms-third-carbon-emissions,
reported, "The Guardian today reveals the 20 fossil fuel companies whose relentless exploitation
of the world’s oil, gas and coal reserves can be directly linked to more than one-third of all
greenhouse gas emissions in the modern era.
New data from world-renowned researchers reveals how this cohort of state-owned and
multinational firms are driving the climate emergency that threatens the future of humanity,
and details how they have continued to expand their operations despite being aware of the
industry’s devastating impact on the planet."
"The top 20 companies on the list have contributed to 35% of all energy-related carbon
dioxide and methane worldwide, totalling 480bn tonnes of carbon dioxide equivalent (GtCO2e)
since 1965."
"Those identified range from investor-owned firms – household names such
as Chevron, Exxon, BP and Shell – to state-owned companies including Saudi Aramco and
Gazprom.
Chevron topped the list of the eight investor-owned corporations, followed closely by
Exxon, BP and Shell. Together these four global businesses are behind more than 10% of the
world’s carbon emissions since 1965."
"Twelve of the top 20 companies are state-owned and together their extractions are
responsible for 20% of total emissions in the same period. The leading state-owned polluter is
Saudi Aramco, which has produced 4.38% of the global total on its own."
"The global polluters list uses company-reported annual production of oil, natural gas, and
coal and then calculates how much of the carbon and methane in the produced fuels is emitted to
the atmosphere throughout the supply chain, from extraction to end use.
It found that 90% of the emissions attributed to the top 20 climate culprits was from use of
their products, such as petrol, jet fuel, natural gas, and thermal coal. One-tenth came from
extracting, refining, and delivering the finished fuels."
"Cop25 Move To Spain Negatively Impacts Indigenous Peoples’ Participation," Cultural
Survival, November 20, 2019, https://www.culturalsurvival.org/news/cop25-move-spainnegatively-impacts-indigenous-peoples-participation, reported, "On November 1, 2019, Chile
cancelled its hosting of the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change
Conference of the Parties (UNFCCC COP 25) meeting due to unrest in the country, which
also highlighted the marginalization of Indigenous Peoples. Spain will now host the meeting
during the same time frame, on December 2 -13, 2019, in Madrid, under the presidency of the
Chilean government. The move impacts Indigenous Peoples and delegates coming from the
global south who are facing obstacles in obtaining visas, in event planning and
implementation in this short period of time. Delegates will be greatly impacted financially
with added air travel costs to Europe, costs of changing travel and housing plans, and
differences of costs on the ground such as food and ground transportation.
'Indigenous Peoples have long participated in the UNFCCC, and the United Nations more
broadly, to ensure that their rights, knowledge, and jurisdiction are safeguarded by the decisions
adopted there. This was formally recognized in 2000 when Indigenous Peoples were included as a
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formal constituency within the UNFCCC with specific rights to participate as observers in the
climate negotiations,” stated a joint statement by Indigenous delegates affected by the move.
'I am disappointed that the COP Secretariat could not wait until Chile resolved the crisis to
reschedule, or at least moved it to another location in South or Central America. Many Indigenous
Peoples from Chile, the Andes, and the Amazon basin were coordinating to attend. There were also
events planned for the Indigenous pavilion in Santiago outside the UN venue for those without
credentials to hold meetings, discussions, share developments, and arrange presentations on climate
change impacting Indigenous Peoples and solutions based on our own knowledge systems. Large
numbers of Indigenous Peoples that planned to be in Chile will not be able to be in Madrid,
especially the Peoples from the region,” stated Andrea Carmen (Yaqui), executive director of
International Indian Treaty Council and member of the UNFCCC Facilitative Working Group for
the
Local
Communities
and
Indigenous
Peoples
Platform
(LCIPP).
As a result of the move, the large Indigenous community presence planned for COP25 will
be lost, and their absence could negatively affect the outcome climate change talks. For decades
Indigenous delegates have been pushing for inclusion of traditional knowledge and participation of
Indigenous Peoples in mitigating climate change and for global climate action. “This has been
represented by more than 60 decisions adopted by COP, or in reports adopted by subsidiary bodies
that explicitly reference Indigenous Peoples and traditional knowledge. The Paris Decision text
maintained this momentum, referencing Indigenous Peoples or traditional knowledge six times.
Central to these references was a recognition that climate change poses a considerable threat to the
realization of human rights, especially the rights of Indigenous Peoples; the Paris
Agreement stressed that parties 'should, when taking action to address climate change,
respect, promote, and consider their respective obligations on human rights,’ including the
rights of Indigenous Peoples,' stated the joint statement. This is why adequate and
meaningful Indigenous participation is imperative. Indigenous delegates have been appealing
for support via monetary donations, miles donations, and in-kind donations in the form of
housing in Madrid.
A major push for Indigenous delegates will be the adoption of the Facilitative
Working Group for the Local Communities and Indigenous Peoples Platform's two-year
work plan.
'Full Indigenous participation at these international meetings is critical to change the
dominant narrative by bringing in our traditional knowledge and perspectives for climate change
mitigation. Without our participation as Indigenous Peoples, there can be no true lasting action. We
are pushing for the West to stop seeing Mother Earth as a resource to be exploited but as a source
from which we all originate and to which we are all connected,' stated Galina Angarova (Buryat),
executive director of Cultural Survival.
This year, Indigenous delegates have faced many obstacles at UN events. In September,
the participation of Indigenous Peoples at the UN Climate Action Summit was limited due to
registration issues and the limiting of numbers of delegates, barring Indigenous voices from
being heard."
Lisa Friedman, "An American pledge at global climate talks," The New York Times,
December
11,
2019,
https://messaging-customnewsletters.nytimes.com/template/oakv2?uri=nyt://newsletter/67b59585-174e-45b2-aae9bfae41233d4b&te=1&nl=climatefwd:&emc=edit_clim_20191211?campaign_id=54&instance_id=14464&segment_id=19516&user
_id=2984790c14170290245238c0cd4fd927&regi_id=52235981lim_20191211, reported, "The
second and final week of United Nations climate change talks in Madrid opened with a dash
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of optimism from the United States as a broad coalition of states, cities and businesses made a
case that it could put a significant dent in planet-warming emissions without federal help."
"Critically, the report found that there’s still time for the United States to hit net-zero
emissions by midcentury. A recent United Nations report said countries would need to reach
carbon neutrality by 2050 to avoid the worst consequences of climate change." But this will
soon require a change in U.S. policy toward major, rapid action toward greenhouse gas
reduction.
Matina Stevis-Gridneff, "E.U. Climate Plan Would Sweeten Deal for Coal Countries: If
approved, the proposal would pay nations that rely heavily on fossil fuels to change their ways,"
The New York Times, December 11, 2019, https://www.nytimes.com/2019/12/11/world/europe/euclimate-plan-coal.html?te=1&nl=climate-fwd:&emc=edit_clim_20191211,
reported,
"The
European Commission introduced on Wednesday its centerpiece climate strategy that, if
approved, would pivot the world’s third-biggest polluter to climate-friendly economic policies
and nudge coal-reliant nations with payouts worth billions of euros.
Known as the Green Deal, the plan would require many European Union member
states to radically change how they operate their economies and find new livelihoods for
millions of citizens, risking a continentwide backlash akin to the 'Yellow Vest' protest
movement that has riled France."
Ocean River Institute, https://www.oceanriver.org, Volume 170, December 2019, reported
via E-mail, "Tesla announced that its solar roof will cost the same as a regular roof.
Bloomberg announced that roughly two-thirds of buses worldwide will be electric by 2040
while passenger vehicles are on track to be over 50% on the same timeline. And even the auto
industry stated it would adhere to the current emissions standards set by California,
Massachusetts, D.C., and many other states instead of caving to the oil industry.
And it's hard not to feel hopeful when you look outside your window on any given Friday
and see hundreds of young children – millions across the world – marching to save our planet.
Time's Person of the Year Greta Thunberg started a worldwide movement in Sweden last year. Isra
Hirsi, 16-year-old daughter of Congresswoman Ilhan Omar, founded the U.S. Youth Climate
Strike. Today's children are saving our planet.
In a historic move by all parties, the largest conservation bill in more than a decade was
signed into law in October, passing the House, the Senate, and the Oval Office. The John D.
Dingell Jr. Conservation, Management, and Recreation Act incorporates over 120 proposals
and protects nearly 2.5 million acres of land, 676 miles of rivers, and creates three new
national parks. Additionally, it permanently helps pay for parks and recreation areas as well
as preserves wildlife.
Even corporations are getting in on the recycling fun! Many of them have announced a
shift to biodegradable mushroom-based packaging in their products. Footwear companies
are creating their signature products out of recycled plastic collected from the ocean.
Finally, a startup called Heliogen (with the famous backing of Bill Gates) announced
that they're able to create extreme heat above 1,000 degrees Celsius – about one-quarter of
the temperatures on the surface of sun – to generate and store energy. They've engineered
what the science world is calling 'an oven' that's required to make steel, glass, cement, and
other industrial processes that rely heavily on coal. For too long, people have been saying we
must have coal for the production of steel – not anymore thanks to entrepreneurial innovators!"
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A Phoenix, AZ firm has submitted a plan - The Navajo Nation Salt Trail Canyon
Pumped Storage Project - to build two hydroelectric dams - one on the Little Colorado River
in the Little Colorado River Gorge - to pump water into storage for electricity generating
release when solar/wind power are not sufficiently functioning (Krista Allen, "New plan would
build dam on Little Colorado River," Navajo Times, October 3, 2019).
Climate Change in Alaska is bringing a number of troubling changes. Rising seas
flooding Native villages and already forcing them to move are only one. Another is that
numerous animals that Native and other subsistence living people rely on are disappearing.
Further, enormous cyst beds, that produce toxic algae when oceans warm, were discovered in
the Chukai sea. The algae is poisonous to numerous species (Vera Trainer, Rick Thompson and
Gay Sheffield, "As Sea Ice Recedes, So Does an Alaskan Way of Life," The New York Times,
September 28, 2019).
Henry Fountain, "Banned Ozone-Harming Gas, Once on the Rise, Declines Again," The
New York Times, November 4, 2019, https://www.nytimes.com/2019/11/04/climate/chinacfcs.html, "Emissions of a banned ozone-destroying gas that had risen unexpectedly since
2012 appear to have declined in the last two years, according to preliminary data reported by
scientists on Monday.
The findings suggest that China, which was thought to be the source of most of the
rogue emissions of the chemical, CFC-11, has made strides in clamping down on illegal
production of the gas. CFC-11 is used to make insulating foams."
Richard C. Paddock and Muktita Suhartono, "A Blood-Red Sky: Fires Leave a Million
Indonesians Gasping: Wildfires burning across Indonesia have created respiratory problems
for nearly a million people," The New York Times, September 25, 2019,
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/09/25/world/asia/indonesia-red-sky-fires.html, reported, "Nearly
2,000 wildfires are burning across Indonesia, turning the sky blood red over central Sumatra
and creating dense clouds of smoke that have caused respiratory problems for nearly a
million people.
Dense white smoke filled the air across Sumatra and Indonesian Borneo, known as
Kalimantan, the two areas that were hardest hit. Many of the fires were set deliberately to clear
land for plantations that produce palm oil and wood pulp for making paper."
The fires that officials estimate have burned more than 800,000 acres occur annually
as farmers clear land through slash and burn. The spreading smoke causes discomfort and
health problems as far away as Singapore and Malaysia. The fires also threaten several endangered
species. The fires are burning more land than they have consumed in a number of years.
The wildfire season in Australia has been the worst on record. Livia Albeck-Ripka,
"Saving the Fire Victims Who Cannot Flee: Australia’s Koalas: The plight of dozens of animals
being treated for burned paws and singed fur is raising fears about climate change and the future of
the
species,"
The
New
York
Times, November
14,
2019,
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/11/14/world/australia/australia-koalas-fire.html,
reported,
"As catastrophic fires have burned more than two million acres in Australia, dozens of koalas
have been rescued from smoldering trees and ashen ground. The animals, already threatened as
a species before these latest blazes ravaged a crucial habitat, are being treated in rescue centers,
and at least one private home, along the country’s east coast."
98

Somini Sengupta, "Restoring Forests Could Help Put a Brake on Global Warming, Study
Finds
July 5, 2019, https://www.nytimes.com/2019/07/05/climate/trees-forests-climate-change.html,
reported, "What if we stopped cutting down forests to produce palm oil and cattle? What if we
grew new forests on vacant city lots, old industrial buildings — even golf courses?
For the first time, scientists have sought to quantify this thought experiment. How
many trees could be planted on every available parcel of land on Earth, where they could go,
and what impact could that have on our survival?
They concluded that the planet could support nearly 2.5 billion additional acres of
forest without shrinking our cities and farms, and that those additional trees, when they
mature, could store a whole lot of the extra carbon — 200 gigatons of carbon, to be precise —
generated by industrial activity over the last 150 years."
Critics agree on the amount of carbon that would be absorbed by the additional trees,
but pointing out that a fair amount of that would be absorbed by the soil or seas, anyway, say
that planting that many trees would take out of the air half as much carbon as the study
predicts, still a very important part of solving the global warming problem, taking out of the
air one-third, but not the studies projected two-thirds, of historic carbon emissions.
Jessica Corbett, "Climate Expert Says UN Emissions Report Makes Clear Only Solution Is
to 'Cut Off Supply of Fossil Fuels at Their Source': Climate policy proposals that do not squarely
confront the issue of supply are not making a serious attempt to avert catastrophe,'" Common
Dreams, November 26, 2019, https://www.commondreams.org/news/2019/11/26/climate-expertsays-un-emissions-report-makes-clear-only-solution-cut-supply-fossil?cdorigin=rss&utm_term=AO&utm_campaign=Daily%20Newsletter&utm_content=email&utm_sour
ce=Daily%20Newsletter&utm_medium=Email, reported, 'The urgent, necessary solution is to
stop the supply of fossil fuels by banning fracking and all other forms of fossil fuel drilling,'
says climate campaigner Mitch Jones.
An annual United Nations report published Tuesday on current and estimated future
greenhouse gas emissions shows the 'urgent need for supply-side action' to combat the
climate emergency, according to the advocacy group Food & Water Action.
Mitch Jones, director of Food & Water Action's Climate & Energy Program, released a
statement responding to the new Emissions Gap report from the U.N. Environment Program
(UNEP), which warned that global temperatures are on track to rise as much as 3.9°C by the end of
the century.
'The most urgent task for policymakers, political leaders, and the global climate
justice movement is to demand solutions that cut off the supply of fossil fuels at their source,'
said Jones. 'We have no time left to waste on neoliberal market tweaks that only seek to saddle
working families with paying the costs of climate action.'
'The urgent, necessary solution is to stop the supply of fossil fuels by banning fracking and
all other forms of fossil fuel drilling,' he added. 'Climate policy proposals that do not squarely
confront the issue of supply are not making a serious attempt to avert catastrophe.'
Jones' comments on the latest U.N. report echoed recent reactions from experts and climate
campaigners to the Greenhouse Gas Bulletin published Monday by the World Meteorological
Organization (WMO) as well as The Production Gap report published last week by UNEP and
leading research institutions.
The latter report found that, based on the goals of the 2015 Paris climate agreement,
'governments are planning to produce about 50% more fossil fuels by 2030 than would be
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consistent with a 2°C pathway and 120% more than would be consistent with a 1.5°C
pathway.'
In response to UNEP's findings last week, Leah Stokes, a climate researcher and professor
at University of California, Santa Barbara, tweeted, 'We must start grappling with the supply side
and start keep fossil fuels in the ground!'
Our work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-Share Alike 3.0 License."
Jessica Corbett, "The 'Climate Crisis Is a Health Emergency': New Report Warns US
Fracking Boom Making People and Planet Sick: 'It is unconscionable that we continue to subject
our communities to these risks when we have the technology to make a just transition to renewable
energy,'"
Common
Dreams,
November
27,
2019,
https://www.commondreams.org/news/2019/11/27/climate-crisis-health-emergency-new-reportwarns-us-fracking-boom-making-people-and, reported, "'The actions we take now by extracting,
transporting, and liquefying fracked gas will determine the health of generations to come.'
That's according to Dr. Laalitha Surapaneni, an assistant professor at the University of
Minnesota in the general internal medicine department and lead author of a report(pdf) published
Tuesday by the nonprofit advocacy group Physicians for Social Responsibility (PSR).
Surapaneni and co-author Zachary Morse's new report, which details how liquefied
natural gas (LNG) threatens both human health and the planet, comes as the Trump
administration and bipartisan federal legislation continue to support its production.
LNG is primarily composed of methane, a greenhouse gas that is 84–87 times more potent
than carbon dioxide over a 20-year period. The United States has seen a boom in LNG production
over the past 15 years, driven primarily by the extraction process known as horizontal hydraulic
fracturing or fracking—which involves injecting water and a secret mix of chemicals into rock
formations.
The International Energy Agency (IEA) projected in June that the United States is on
track to become the world's leading exporter of liquefied natural gas within five years. A
Food & Water Watch report that shortly preceded the IEA's projection highlighted the more than
700 recently built or proposed U.S. facilities that aim 'to capitalize off of a glut of cheap
fracked gas.'
Surapaneni warned Tuesday that 'with LNG projects, we are locking ourselves into fossil
fuel infrastructure that will heat up our planet and impose a human health cost.'
'Our current climate crisis is a health emergency,' she said. 'It is unconscionable that
we continue to subject our communities to these risks when we have the technology to make a
just transition to renewable energy.'
The new 10-page report followed the sixth edition of the Compendium of Scientific,
Medical, and Media Findings Demonstrating Risks and Harms of Fracking that PSR and
Concerned Health Professionals of New York published in June—which led experts at PSR and
elsewhere to reiterate that 'we need to ban fracking.'
In PSR's latest report, a section on 'The Warming Planet' emphasizes the heat-trapping
abilities of methane and notes that the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC), the
U.S. Global Change Research Program, and The Lancet 'have all called for a rapid,
unprecedented shift away from all fossil fuels in order to prevent potentially catastrophic
climate change effects.'
The report acknowledges research that has shown planetary heating caused by human
activity leads to more intense extreme weather events, from fires to hurricanes, that can impact
public health by increasing threats of heat stroke and exposure to waterborne illnesses.
100

The report's 'polluting supply chain' section warns about health risks related to the
"slurry of chemicals" used in the fracking process as well as air quality concerns near LNG
terminals.
PSR references a U.S. Environmental Protection Agency webpage detailing the effects of
particulate matter pollution, which range from premature death in people with heart or lung
disease and nonfatal hearth attacks to aggravated asthma and decreased lung function.
In terms of safety and security, PSR notes that 'LNG is a volatile and potentially
explosive material,' pointing to an 2014 incident in Plymouth, Washington that injured five
people.
'LNG also poses grounds for concern in regard to national security,' the report says. 'A full
LNG tanker carries the energy equivalent of 55 atomic bombs, making it a potential target
for terrorist attacks, especially when at port near population centers.'
Another section of the report points out how LNG production contributes to
environmental injustice. As PSR explains:
These facilities are often placed in areas that are predominantly home to African
American, Native American, and Hispanic families, and families of lower socioeconomic
status, and may be sited close to schools and nursing homes. Such proximity, often reflecting
these communities' lack of political power, intensifies the impact on vulnerable populations
and people with pre-existing health conditions.
After outlining how the United States 'is now rapidly building out its export capacity' for
LNG, it concludes with a call to action—urging readers to share information about the health risks,
demand greater transparency and more scientific research, and advocate for an urgent transition to
clean energy.
'We have a unique opportunity,' said Surapaneni, 'to shape a world that is healthy and
equitable by moving away from fossil fuels.'
Our work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-Share Alike 3.0 License."
"Scotland Just Quietly Announced Some ‘Landmark’ Climate Policies. Here’s What You
Need to Know: Nicola Sturgeon says Scotland’s a “leader on climate change.” But what do the
experts think?" Global Citizen, September 10, 2019, reported, "Scotland’s First Minister
Nicola Sturgeon just announced the new Programme for Government — and it puts a lot of
emphasis on ending Scotland’s contribution to climate change.
Scotland led the world in becoming the first nation to declare a climate emergency in April,
closely followed by Wales and then the whole of the UK.
Just days later, Scotland then set a national target of hitting zero emissions by 2045 — five years
ahead of the legally-binding UK-wide target of 2050.
Now, Sturgeon has outlined the plans for how Scotland’s going to hit that target, and
'consolidate Scotland’s reputation as a leader on climate change.'"
"Protecting
Scotland’s
Future,"
Scottish
Government,September
3,
2019,
https://www.gov.scot/news/protecting-scotlands-future/, stated, " Programme for Government
2019-20.
Ending Scotland’s contribution to climate change and securing a positive future for
generations to come are the focus of this year’s Programme for Government, First Minister
Nicola Sturgeon announced in Parliament.
Following the First Minister’s acknowledgement of a global climate emergency earlier
this year, the Programme for Government sets out the Scottish Government’s next steps to
tackle climate change, including a landmark investment of more than £500 million to
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improve bus infrastructure across the country to encourage more people to use public
transport.
The First Minister also announced plans to decarbonise Scotland’s railways by 2035
and make the Highlands and Islands the world’s first net zero aviation region by 2040.
She also confirmed the first wave of schools to be built or refurbished through a new £1
billion school investment programme will be announced later this month and an extra £15 million
will be provided to help improve additional support for learning.
An additional £20 million of funding will help tackle the public health emergency of drug
deaths in Scotland. The Child Payment, which will benefit low income families with young
children by £500 each year, will now be introduced by Christmas 2020 – ahead of the original
schedule.
Other measures include:
a ‘Green New Deal’, harnessing the power of the Scottish National Investment Bank
and creating a £3 billion package of investments to attract green finance to Scotland
develop regulations so that new homes from 2024 must use renewable or low carbon
heat
targeting a minimum of £30 million of support for renewable heat projects
making the first Job Start Payments in spring 2020
putting in place a Women’s Health Plan to tackle women’s heath inequalities
continuing to support mental health, with a 24/7 crisis support service for children
and young people and their families, a community wellbeing service enabling self-referral for
children and young people and a £5 million investment in a community perinatal mental
health service across Scotland
taking forward planning to mitigate the worst consequences of a ‘no deal’ Brexit
The First Minister also confirmed the Referendums Bill will go forward this year and
that the Scottish Government will ask, during the passage of the Bill, for the transfer of
power to hold an independence referendum within this term of Parliament.
The First Minister said:
'This Programme for Government will put health, prosperity and wellbeing at its heart, and
will reinforce Scotland’s place as a dynamic, open, innovative economy.
'In the last 12 months we have made important progress in creating a better and fairer
country and this year’s Programme for Government builds on that record.
'Earlier this year, I acknowledged that Scotland – like the rest of the world – faces a climate
emergency. We are now committed to achieving net zero greenhouse gas emissions by 2045 at the
latest – earlier than any other UK nation.
'This year’s Programme for Government is an important part of our response to the climate
emergency, containing measures which will reduce emissions while supporting sustainable and
inclusive growth.
'It sets out actions which will make a difference for years to come. It details measures
which can help make our country the best in the world to grow up, learn, work and live. It meets
the challenges of the future, while staying true to our enduring values.
'However, alongside these crucial steps, we will continue to plan for the possibility of a ‘no
deal’ Brexit and, as long as this remains a risk, the Scottish Government will work as hard as we
can to mitigate the impact on families, communities and businesses across the country.'”
Melissa Eddy, "Germany Passes Climate-Protection Law to Ensure 2030 Goals: The law
aims to get the country in line to reduce its carbon dioxide emissions to meet Paris Agreement
targets,"
The
New
York
Times,
November15,
2019,
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https://www.nytimes.com/2019/11/15/world/europe/germany-climate-law.html,
reported,
"
Germany enshrined its fight against climate change into law on Friday in a bid to meet its
targets under the Paris Agreement, approving a raft of measures including a $60 billion
spending package, a fee system for carbon emissions and taxes to make flying more
expensive.
The law, which passed the lower house of Parliament and is expected to pass the upper
house later this year, has been sharply criticized by opposition lawmakers and climate scientists
alike for its lack of ambition and scope. They say it will not be enough to get the country to
achieve its goal of reducing carbon emissions by 55 percent of 1990s levels by 2030."
Jon Queally, "In European First, Proposed Constitutional Amendment in Sweden Would
Enshrine Rights of Nature: 'When we're in the beginning of an ecological and climate collapse,'
said the lawmaker who introduced the measure, 'I hope we can re-think our relationship with
Nature,'"
Common
Dreams,
October
8,
2019,
https://www.commondreams.org/news/2019/10/08/european-first-proposed-constitutionalamendment-sweden-would-enshrine-rights-nature?cdorigin=rss&utm_term=AO&utm_campaign=Daily%20Newsletter&utm_content=email&utm_sour
ce=Daily%20Newsletter&utm_medium=Email, reported, "Heralded as the first of its kind in
Europe, a proposed constitutional amendment in Sweden seeks to enshrine the rights of
Nature to ensure that the creatures, fona, and features of the natural world are protected
from exploitation and abuse by endowing them with legal status previously reserved only for
humans and select animals.
The proposed amendment to Sweden's Instrument of Government, the nation's
constitutional document, would secure the Rights of Nature to 'existera, blomstra, regenerera
och utvecklas—which translates as 'exist, flourish, regenerate, and evolve'—in order to
provide the people and government of Sweden the ability to defend and enforce these rights
on behalf of Nature.
Introduced by Swedish MP Rebecka Le Moine with the backing of a coalition of national
and international groups—including Rights of Nature Sweden, Lodyn, and the Community
Environmental Legal Defense Fund's International Center for the Rights of Nature—the change to
Swedish law mirrors that of others in the world but, if passed, would set a new precedent in
Europe.
'For twenty years, we have been working with the national environmental goals in Sweden.
After all this time, we are barely reaching two of them,' Le Moine said in a statement on Tuesday.
'The underlying value in our society is that we are the dominators of this world, and Nature
is just a resource for us to use,' she continued. 'Economic growth has been the real goal, not a
healthy environment. I'm tired of this era, where our arrogant worldview has driven us far beyond
the planetary boundaries. Now, when we're in the beginning of an ecological and climate collapse,
I hope we can re-think our relationship with Nature. And for me, it starts with admitting that Nature
has rights."
On its website, the group Rights of Nature Sweden explained the process for having the
amendment adopted this way:
A proposed rights of nature amendment to the Constitution could be introduced directly into
the Riksdag by Members of Parliament. Members of Parliament may introduce private motions for
consideration by the Riksdag. This occurs in the autumn, when the Riksdag opens, during which
time Members may propose private motions. Each motion is referred to a parliamentary committee
for its review and consideration (a rights of nature amendment possibly would be referred to the
Committee on the Constitution, or the Committee on the Environment and Agriculture). The
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committee then examines the motion and presents a proposal for how the Riksdag should decide
before it adopts a position in the Chamber.
As the group also noted, this approach to defending the natural world is hardly new, with
legal rights of nature having already been 'recognized in laws and court decisions in the United
States, Ecuador, Bolivia, Brazil, India, New Zealand, and Colombia.'
Mari Margil, associate director of CELDF's International Center for the Rights of Nature,
championed the proposal and thanked Le Moine for her leadership.
'We need to quickly make a fundamental shift in our relationship with the natural world,'
Margil said. 'Advancing the Rights of Nature in Sweden's constitution is an important step forward.
We congratulate Parliamentarian Le Moine on taking this politically brave, and necessary, step.'
Our work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-Share Alike 3.0 License."
Jon Queally, "While Warning of Nazi-Like Fascism and Corporate Crimes, Pope Francis
Proposes Adding 'Ecological Sin' to Church Teachings: In remarks at the Vatican, the leader of the
Catholic Church condemned 'the large-scale delinquency of corporations,'" Common Dreams,
November 16, 2019, https://www.commondreams.org/news/2019/11/16/while-warning-nazifascism-and-corporate-crimes-pope-francis-proposes-adding?cdorigin=rss&utm_term=AO&utm_campaign=Daily%20Newsletter&utm_content=email&utm_sour
ce=Daily%20Newsletter&utm_medium=Email, reported, "Pope Francis on Friday issued a
warning against the rise of fascist forces worldwide that remind him of the Nazis of the 20th
Century as he also railed against corporate crimes and announced consideration of adding
"sins against ecology" to the church's official teachings."
Lisa Friedman, "Trump Serves Notice to Quit Paris Climate Agreement," The New York
Times, November 4, 2019, https://www.nytimes.com/2019/11/04/climate/trump-paris-agreementclimate.html, reported, "Trump administration formally notified the United Nations on Monday
that it would withdraw the United States from the Paris Agreement on climate change, leaving
global climate diplomats to plot a way forward without the cooperation of the world’s largest
economy."
Brady Dennis, Steven Mufson and Scott Clement, "Americans increasingly see climate
change as a crisis, poll shows," The Washington Post, September 13, 2019, from a Ted Cloak Email, reported, "A growing number of Americans describe climate change as a crisis, and twothirds say President Trump is doing too little to tackle the problem."
"The poll finds that a strong majority of Americans — about 8 in 10 — say that human
activity is fueling climate change, and roughly half believe action is urgently needed within
the next decade if humanity is to avert its worst effects. Nearly 4 in 10 now say climate change
is a “crisis,” up from less than a quarter five years ago."
Read full Post-Kaiser poll results and how the survey was conducted at:
https://www.washingtonpost.com/context/washington-post-kaiser-family-foundation-climatechange-survey-july-9-aug-5-2019/601ed8ff-a7c6-4839-b57e-3f5eaa8ed09f/.
Food waste world-wide is a major contributor to climate change. In the U.S. food
waste produces the same amount of greenhouse gas in a year as 37 million cars. However, a
number of cities world wide have been taking steps to reduce the waste and use most of the
remainder This is done by having supermarkets and restaurants distribute good food they
can no longer sell to those who need it, by taxing food waste to discourage it, and by
processing remaining food waste to produce energy. Soul, South Korea, has increased
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recycling food waste since 1995 from 2% to 95%. Some other cities and nations have taken some
such steps and it will be a major positive move in several dimensions, including reducing
greenhouse gas emissions, for others to do so (Amelia Nierenberg, "One thing your city can do:
reduce food waste," The New York Times, December 11, 2019, https://messaging-customnewsletters.nytimes.com/template/oakv2?uri=nyt://newsletter/67b59585-174e-45b2-aae9bfae41233d4b&te=1&nl=climatefwd:&emc=edit_clim_20191211?campaign_id=54&instance_id=14464&segment_id=19516&user
_id=2984790c14170290245238c0cd4fd927&regi_id=52235981lim_20191211).
Jessica Corbett, "Move Over, Peak Oil. Scientists Say 'Peak Livestock' Must Arrive This
Decade to Limit Global Heating: 'If the livestock sector were to continue with business as usual,'
experts warn, 'this sector alone would account for 49% of the emissions budget for 1.5°C by
2030,'"
Common
Dreams,
December
12,
2019,
https://www.commondreams.org/news/2019/12/12/move-over-peak-oil-scientists-say-peaklivestock-must-arrive-decade-limit-global?cdorigin=rss&utm_term=AO&utm_campaign=Daily%20Newsletter&utm_content=email&utm_sour
ce=Daily%20Newsletter&utm_medium=Email, reported, "In an open letter to The Lancet
Planetary Health journal Wednesday, a group of scientists called for setting a date to reach
'peak livestock' production and pursuing dramatic efforts to restore vegetation in the next
decade to curb planet-heating emissions, increase natural carbon sequestration, and avert
climate catastrophe.
Referencing the primary temperature rise targets of the 2015 Paris climate agreement,
the letter says that 'continued growth of the livestock sector increases the risk of exceeding
emissions budgets consistent with limiting warming to 1.5°C and 2°C, limits the removal of
CO2 from the atmosphere through restoring native vegetation, and threatens remaining
natural carbon sinks where land could be converted to livestock production.'
Specifically, the scientists warn that 'if the livestock sector were to continue with
business as usual, this sector alone would account for 49% of the emissions budget for 1.5°C
by 2030, requiring other sectors to reduce emissions beyond a realistic or planned level.'
Helen Harwatt, a fellow at Harvard Law School and lead author of the letter, has
previously published research on the necessity of driving down meat and dairy consumption to
achieve global climate goals.
'Countries should be looking for peak livestock within the next 10 years,' Harwatt told
The Guardian Thursday. 'This is because we need steep and rapid reductions in greenhouse gas
emissions, as we are reaching dangerous temperature tipping points.'
The letter, which lists four other scientists as co-authors and over 50 (pdf) signatories,
details four measures that the scientists believe high-income and middle-income countries should
implement from 2020 onward to combat the climate crisis:
First, declare a timeframe for peak livestock—i.e., livestock production from each
species would not continue to increase from this point forward.
Second, within the livestock sector, identify the largest emissions sources or the largest land
occupiers, or both, and set appropriate reduction targets for production. This process would
be repeated sequentially, to set reduction targets for the next largest emitter or land occupier.
Third, within a reconfiguration of the agriculture sector, apply a best available food
strategy to diversify food production by replacing livestock with foods that simultaneously
minimize environmental burdens and maximize public health benefits—mainly pulses
(including beans, peas, and lentils), grains, fruits, vegetables, nuts, and seeds.
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Fourth, when grazing land is not required or is unsuitable for horticulture or arable
production, adopt a natural climate solutions approach where possible, to repurpose land as
a carbon sink by restoring native vegetation cover to its maximum carbon sequestration
potential with additional benefits to biodiversity.
Experts and activists have increasing pushed for pursuing natural solutions to battle climate
and ecological breakdown—including with a bold campaign that launched in April. In a
video released in September that featured teen activist Greta Thunberg, writer and campaign leader
George Monbiot explained that 'mangroves, peatbogs, jungles, marshes, seabeds, kelp forests,
swamps, coral reefs, they take carbon out of the air and lock it away. Nature is a tool we can use to
repair our broken climate.'
The scientists behind the new letter acknowledge that their suggestions don't
comprehensively cover climate mitigation actions related to agriculture, but they assert that
their four key recommendations 'are necessary to adhere to the equity component of the
Paris agreement, and are considered part of a suite of measures that are needed across all
sectors to reduce the risk of reaching temperature levels beyond the Paris goals.'
Harwatt said that 'we're fully aware that our call requires large-scale change across society
and isn't something that can be achieved overnight or without challenges,' while also noting that
she has observed a recent rise in plant-based offerings.
In January, as Common Dreams reported, the EAT-Lancet Commission called for a
'global agricultural revolution' and urged people around the world to adopt a 'planetary
health diet' to both address the current food system's devastating impacts on the environment
as well as mass malnutrition.
University of Aberdeen professor Pete Smith, a signatory of the new letter and a senior
author of the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change's August report on land use and the
climate crisis, pointed out that "ruminant meat is 10 to 100 times more damaging to the climate
than plant-based food.'
'As a planet, we need to transition away from a dependence on livestock, just as we
need to transition away from fossil fuels, if we are to have any chance of hitting the goals of
the Paris climate agreement,' Smith told The Guardian. "Livestock numbers need to peak
very soon and thereafter decline substantially."
'Given the urgency of the climate emergency, this will need to be over the coming decade
for sure,' he added. 'But the transition will need to be managed fairly to allow citizens to
change diets and for farmers, producers and agri-food chains to diversify. In poor countries,
where over 800 million people are still undernourished, priorities obviously differ.'
The letter came just ahead of the conclusion of the United Nations Climate Conference in
Madrid, which is set to wrap up on Friday. The COP 25 summit has brought together government
representatives from around the world to discuss their efforts to combat the climate crisis, including
national commitments under the Paris accord."
Ruby Prosser Scully, "Electric cars could charge in 10 minutes with a new kind of battery,"
New Scientist, 30 October 2019, https://www.newscientist.com/article/2221740-electric-cars-couldcharge-in-10-minutes-with-a-new-kind-of-battery/#ixzz63yj3Izwv, reported, "Electric vehicle
owners may soon be able to fully charge their cars in as little as 10 minutes, thanks to a new
design that heats the battery to increase the reaction rate." The heating prevents the shortening
of life of current auto batteries that occurs from rapid charging.
Hiroko Tabuchi, "Eastern States Introduce a Plan to Cap Tailpipe Pollution," The New
York Times, December17, 2019, https://www.nytimes.com/2019/12/17/climate/tailpipe-emissions106

cap-and-trade.html, reported, "A coalition of twelve mid-Atlantic and Northeastern states and
the District of Columbia on Tuesday released a draft plan for an ambitious cap-and-trade
program to curb tailpipe emissions from cars, trucks and other forms of transportation,
tackling what has fast become the largest source of planet-warming gases."
If approved, after public comment, the plan would require vehicle fossil fuel companies to
purchase CO2 emissions permits, whose number would decline each year. Proceeds would go to
reducing carbon emissions from transportation, including for installing electric vehicle charging
stations. More than 20% of the U.S. population would be affected by the plan.
Julia Conley, "Now Let's Do This Everywhere': Kansas City, Missouri Approves Free
Public Transit for All: Measure championed as 'visionary' way to reduce inequality and better serve
everyone
in
the
community,"
Common
Dreams,
December
6,
2019,
https://www.commondreams.org/news/2019/12/06/now-lets-do-everywhere-kansas-city-missouriapproves-free-public-transit-all?cdorigin=rss&utm_term=AO&utm_campaign=Daily%20Newsletter&utm_content=email&utm_sour
ce=Daily%20Newsletter&utm_medium=Email, reported, "Lawmakers in Kansas City, Missouri
took a 'visionary step' on Thursday by unanimously voting to make public transportation in
the city free of charge, setting the stage for it to be the first major U.S. city to have free public
transit."
Jake Johnson, "Condemning Inaction of Rich Nations, Oxfam Unveils Report Showing
Climate-Related Disasters Displaced 200 Million People Since 2008: 'People are taking to the
streets across the globe to demand urgent climate action. If politicians ignore their pleas, more
people will die, more people will go hungry, and more people will be forced from their homes,'"
Common
Dreams,
December
2,
2019,
https://www.commondreams.org/news/2019/12/02/condemning-inaction-rich-nations-oxfamunveils-report-showing-climate-related?cdorigin=rss&utm_term=AO&utm_campaign=Daily%20Newsletter&utm_content=email&utm_so
urce=Daily%20Newsletter&utm_medium=Email, reported, "As world leaders convened in
Madrid for COP25 amid surging grassroots demands for radical action, the charitable
organization Oxfam released new research Monday showing that climate-related disasters
were the leading cause of internal displacement over the past decade, forcing an average of
over 20 million people to flee their homes per year.
That, according to Oxfam, amounts to one person every two seconds being forced from
their home due to hurricanes, wildfires, cyclones, and other extreme weather.
'Our governments are fueling a crisis that is driving millions of women, men, and
children from their homes and the poorest people in the poorest countries are paying the
heaviest price,' Chema Vera, acting executive director of Oxfam International, said in a statement.
According to Oxfam's analysis (pdf), which relied on data Internal Displacement
Monitoring Centre, the last decade has seen a dramatic increase in the number of extreme
weather disasters that have forced people from their homes.
'Today, you are seven times more likely to be internally displaced by extreme weather
disasters... than by geophysical disasters such as earthquakes and volcanic eruptions, and
three times more likely than by conflict," the organization found. "There was a five-fold increase
in the reported number of extreme weather disasters that resulted in people being displaced over the
last decade."
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Emphasizing that small island nations such as Tuvalu and Cuba face far higher risk of
internal displacement due to extreme weather than rich European nations, Oxfam
condemned the wealthy nations of the world for making 'little progress towards the provision
of new funds to help poor countries recover from loss and damage resulting from the climate
emergency.'
'Rich donor countries have largely left poor countries to cover the rising costs of extreme
weather disasters themselves,' Oxfam said.
To help vulnerable nations recover from previous disasters and prepare for future
extreme weather, Oxfam called on world leaders at COP25 to commit to establishing an
international 'Loss and Damage' fund to assist displaced people and communities.
Oxfam also urged nations to commit to deeper emission cuts and more rapid phaseouts of fossil fuels to limit global warming to 1.5°C by 2030.
'People are taking to the streets across the globe to demand urgent climate action,'
Vera said. If politicians ignore their pleas, more people will die, more people will go hungry
and more people will be forced from their homes.
'Governments can and must make Madrid matter,' Vera added. 'They must commit to faster,
deeper emissions cuts and they must establish a new 'Loss and Damage' fund to help poor
communities recover from climate disasters.'
Our work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-Share Alike 3.0 License."
Andrea Germanos, "'We Are Furious': As COP 25 Draws to Close, Green Campaigners
Fume as Rich Nations Move to Gut Paris Agreement: 'Just as we thought the slow pace and weak
ambition shown at the climate talks couldn't get worse, along comes COP 25,'" Common Dreams,
December 13, 2019, https://www.commondreams.org/news/2019/12/13/we-are-furious-cop-25draws-close-green-campaigners-fume-rich-nations-move-gut-paris?cdorigin=rss&utm_term=AO&utm_campaign=Daily%20Newsletter&utm_content=email&utm_sour
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ce=Daily%20Newsletter&utm_medium=Email, reported, "With just hours left in the COP
25 climate conference taking place in Madrid, Spain, international climate campaigners said
Friday they are 'furious' over rich countries' refusal to adequately commit to addressing the
urgency of and pay for their role in fueling the climate crisis.
'Just as we thought the slow pace and weak ambition shown at the climate talks couldn't get
worse, along comes COP 25,' said Sara Shaw, Climate Justice and Energy Program coordinator for
Friends of the Earth International (FOEI). She also criticized 'the advance of dodgy carbon
trading that will only exacerbate the climate crisis and harm Southern communities.'
As crunch time hits, hammering out a deal on controversial carbon markets is proving
to be sticking point. Politico's 'Morning Energy' newsletter noted Friday:
'A group of large developing economies—China, Brazil, India, and South Africa—are
pushing back on efforts to write the rulE-Book for international carbon trading regimes.
That's a major priority for the meeting, and the nearly 200 countries attending the talks need
to get that out of the way if they're going to move on to the next big task: preparing their new
domestic climate targets for 2020's meeting in Glasgow. A failure to get a set of rules on
trading in place is threatening to push back that effort to raise the world's climate
'ambition'—and could undermine the entire Paris agreement.'
Climate Action Network International (CAN), in Twitter thread Friday, said the plans
which have thus far emerged from the conference on carbon trading bode ill for the prospect
of reducing emissions.
The climate campaigners' comments came on the final day of a conference that saw
activists including Fridays for Future youth stage protests within the event hall demanding climate
justice. The activists were kicked out of the conference, in their view, had their voices suppressed
over those of corporate polluters.
Speaking about the unrest at the conference, Nnimmo Bassey of Health of Mother Earth
Foundation told Democracy Now! Wednesday that 'the protesters here are saying that the trajectory
on which the COP negotiation is moving, which is towards market mechanisms rather than real
climate action, is the wrong direction and that this cannot be accepted.'
'We're seeing a situation where the rich, polluting countries are not ready to fund
climate adaptation and mitigation to pay for loss and damage,' said Bassey.
Some countries, though, have made good pledges, as Jake Schmidt, Brendan Guy, and
Han Chen wrote at NRDC's expert blog Thursday. 'The 80 countries that have committed to put
forward stronger steps to curb climate change here at COP25 in Madrid are impressive."
But the 80 countries represent only about 10% of global emissions. The 20 major
emitters that account for approximately 80% of global emissions have stood nearly mute in
Madrid. They've dithered over side issues and done absolutely nothing about the 800-pound
gorilla in the room—the continually rising global emissions of greenhouse gases hurtling us
toward catastrophe. The eyes of the world are squarely on them.
It's no secret who those major emissions producers are.
'The United States,' which last month began withdrawing from the Paris agreement, 'is not
a good actor here,' Greenpeace International executive director Jennifer Morgan told CNN, adding
that Saudi Arabia and Brazil are also thwarting progress. DeSmogblog also reported Friday that
'almost a third of Saudi Arabia's representatives attending the Madrid meeting, known as COP25,
are associated with the oil and gas industry.'
'I think that the climate politics are quite dark,' Morgan continued. 'You have the oil majors
working with the Trump administration, with others, to try and slow things down here. And you
have others that just aren't prioritizing it.' That means 'the role of countries or units like the
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European Union becomes even more important, but... it's like they're tired and they're not rising
above the daily kind of issues and there's no time for that.'
FOEI's Shaw, in her statement, suggested such inaction and active thwarting of progress
was sabotaging the prospect of global temperature rise to below the threshold agreed to in the
Paris climate accord.
'Here, we have witnessed the gutting of the already weak Paris Agreement' as well as 'a
refusal by developed countries to pay up for loss and damage finance, while they try to
introduce language that would remove their liability for the impacts their emissions have
caused,' she said.
'We are furious that while so many are already suffering the impacts of climate
change, corporations and rich country governments are working to destroy any hope of
keeping global temperature rise below 1.5 degrees," said Shaw. 'And when we stood up in
peaceful protest at COP 25, we were aggressively suppressed.'
FOEI chair Karin Nansen from Uruguay was equally dismissive of that silencing.
'The 'ambition' claimed by developed country governments is a false one,' she said. 'They
are serving the interests of corporations aiming to profit from the crisis and secure capital
accumulation. The voices of people defending the rights of Indigenous Peoples, women, and
Southern communities were aggressively pushed out of the COP in a clear attempt to silence them.'
'But peoples—in Madrid, Santiago, and around the world—are rising up and will
continue to fight for environmental, social, gender, and economic justice and system change,"
Nansen said. 'We will continue to demand that governments be accountable to people, not to
corporate polluters.'
Our work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-Share Alike 3.0 License."
What was gutted by rich countries at COP 25: Christine MacDonald, " The U.S. and
Other Rich Countries Stonewalled $300 Billion Climate Relief Fund: Furious activists protested,
but mandatory measures remained lacking as negotiations continue into the night on Friday," In
These Times, December 13, 2019, https://inthesetimes.com/article/22221/u.s.-and-other-richcountries-successfully-stonewalled-300-climate-relief-f, reported, "'It is the U.S., EU, Canada,
Japan and Australia not allowing any progress.'
With climate-related disasters happening 'at the rate of one a week,' according to the
United Nations, more than 150 civil society organizations around the world are using the UN
climate negotiations this week to stand with the Global South. They are pushing for demands
set out in an open letter to negotiators in November, including a new global climate fund to
aid poor countries in the midst of climate catastrophes.
The organizations say it’s about time for a rethink of climate financing as climaterelated disasters like extreme storms, droughts, floods and famines take a mounting economic
toll on poor countries. Worldwide costs are estimated to grow to between $300 and $700
billion a year by 2030. To cover the costs, poor countries must increasingly borrow from
development aid, which is “pushing them into a debt trap,” says Harjeet Singh, global lead on
climate change with ActionAid International, one of the 150-plus organizations that signed
the letter.
The United States and other wealthy countries made a pledge in 2010 to commit $100
billion annually to assist poorer countries, but wealthier countries have consistently failed to
pay in. The new proposal calls for a comprehensive and mandatory new fund to help poor
countries recover that would make an additional $50 billion available by 2022 and gradually
increase the amount to $300 billion a year by 2030." But the wealthy nations refused to move
on it in Madrid.
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Jordan Davidson, "Giant Floating Solar Farms Could Make Fuel and Help Solve the
Climate Crisis, Says Study," EcoWatch, June 25, 2019, https://www.ecowatch.com/floating-solarfarms-climate-crisis-2638980599.html, reported, "Millions of solar panels clustered together to
form an island could convert carbon dioxide in seawater into methanol, which can fuel
airplanes and trucks, according to new research from Norway and Switzerland and published in
the Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences journal, PNAS, as NBC News reported. The
floating islands could drastically reduce greenhouse gas emissions and dependence on fossil fuels."
Maddie Stone, "Cement has a carbon problem. Here are some concrete solutions, Grist,
By on November 20, 2019, https://grist.org/politics/cement-has-a-carbon-problem-here-are-someconcrete-solutions/, reports, "...one of the industries with the worst climate impact is all but
ignored, even though its product literally supports our existence. I’m talking about the
cement industry, which dumps more than 2 billion tons of carbon into the air each year to
make its ubiquitous building material, roughly three times as much as the aviation industry."
"To make cement, you have to heat limestone to nearly 1,500 degrees C. Unfortunately, the
most efficient way to get a cement kiln that hot is to burn lots of coal, which, along with other
fossil fuel energy sources, accounts for 40 percent of the industry’s emissions. Eventually, the
limestone breaks down into calcium oxide (also known as lime) and releases CO2, which goes
straight into the atmosphere, accounting for a further 60 percent of the industry’s emissions."
There are numerous ways to reduce the carbon emissions in the heating process, but
some of the most promising are not yet ready to apply, while others are expensive. But
alternative fuels are already available which are less carbon emitting.
However, 60% of the CO2 in cement production is released from the limestone. This
can be reduced inexpensively by changing the recipe, adding calcinate clays in the cement
making process.
Somini Sengupta, "Extreme Weather Displaced a Record 7 Million in First Half of 2019,"
The New York Times, Sept. 12, 2019, https://www.nytimes.com/2019/09/12/climate/extremeweather-displacement.html, reported, "Extreme weather events displaced a record seven million
people from their homes during the first six months of this year, a figure that put 2019 on
pace to be one of the most disastrous years in almost two decades even before Hurricane
Dorian battered the Bahamas."
Jacey Fortin, "Flash Drought in the South Brings Record Heat Without Rain: Autumn is
here, and it’s still hot. Here is what we know about the record-breaking temperatures and low
precipitation across much of the American South," The New York Times, October 4, 2019,
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/10/04/us/flash-drought-monitor.html, report, "It was a hot
summer in the American South, and droughts have affected tens of millions of people there
after one of the driest and hottest Septembers on record."
John Ismay and Vanessa Swales, "The Arctic Plunge: From Feeling Like 92 to Freezing in
a Day: Temperatures have plummeted across the eastern United States, but spare a thought for
McAllen, Texas, where the drop was precipitous," The New York Times, November 12, 2019,
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/11/10/us/veterans-day-coldweather.html?rref=collection%2Fbyline%2Fadeelhassan&action=click&contentCollection=undefined&region=stream&module=stream_unit&versio
n=latest&contentPlacement=2&pgtype=collection, reported that temperatures across the U.S
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Plains, Midwest, and Texas East to much of the East Cost fell precipitously, November 11 "as
a dip in the jet stream funneled Arctic air across the eastern half of the country.
In Texas, recent warm weather gave way to numbing cold, with the 'feels like' reading
dropping from 92 to 31 in places. Schools from Ohio to Vermont called off classes as the snow
piled up. People in Little Rock, Ark., could have been excused for thinking they were in
Alberta, Canada. Churchill Downs in Louisville, Ky., canceled races, facing temperatures
that were not fit for man or beast. And daily records were falling even in places like Chicago
that are no strangers to the lower end of the thermometer.
By the time the air mass moves on, it is expected to have broken more than 150 dailytemperature records."
Vanessa Swales, "Canceled Flights, Snow and a ‘Bomb Cyclone’: A powerful storm is
cutting across the country from Colorado to the Great Lakes, disrupting flights and dumping snow.
Another threatens to bring hurricane-force winds to the West Coast," The New York Times,
November 27, 2019, https://www.nytimes.com/2019/11/26/us/thanksgiving-weather-forecast.html,
reported, "Heavy snows, reaching 30 inches in some areas, disrupted travel across the center
of the United States on Tuesday and threatened to make more trouble on Wednesday as the
Thanksgiving holiday approached. Hundreds of flights were canceled, thousands of travelers
were stranded at airports, and stretches of major highways were closed because of unsafe
conditions and periods of poor-to-nonexistent visibility.
At the same time, the Northwest was warned of a separate “bomb cyclone” storm
blowing in from the Pacific Ocean that could sock that region with powerful winds and heavy
precipitation.
Some coastal areas in Northern California and Oregon should brace for “stronger
than hurricane-force winds,” the National Weather Service said, warning that the high winds
could bring down power lines, rip branches from trees and threaten to push eighteen-wheelers and
RVs off the roads."
The storms in the central U.S. heading East were expected to impact New England a few
days later.
Vanessa Swales, "Winter Storm Brings Snow to at Least 30 States: It’s rare for a storm to
cross the entire country with such staying power," The New York Times, December 3, 2019,
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/12/03/us/winter-storm-snowfall.html, reported, "A winter storm
that barreled across the United States from Cedar Grove, Calif., where it dropped 49 inches
of snow, to Ogunquit, Maine, which saw more than a foot, was finally departing on Tuesday,
but not before giving New England one last whack.
Having come ashore from the Pacific a week ago as a “bomb cyclone,” the storm dropped
at least four inches of snow in 30 states. Its mix of cold, wind, snow, sleet and rain shuttered
schools, blocked hundreds of miles of highways, scuttered scores of flights and was linked to
multiple deaths over the long holiday weekend in Missouri, Arizona and South Dakota."
Margaret Toal, Sarah Mervosh and Mitchell Ferman, "‘I Can’t Do This’: Imelda Left Texas
With at Least 5 Deaths and Historic Rainfall: One woman was still looking for a missing son after the
seventh-wettest tropical cyclone in U.S. history. 'He can’t swim,' she said," The New York Times,
September 21, 2019, https://www.nytimes.com/2019/09/20/us/tropical-storm-imelda-houstontexas.html, reported, "As the remnants of [tropical storm] Imelda moved north on Friday,
residents in southeast Texas were left to deal with waterlogged homes, blocked roads and flash
flooding conditions from a storm that dumped as much as 43 inches of water in some areas to
become one of the wettest tropical cyclones in United States history."
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Christopher Flavelle, In Houston, a Rash of Storms Tests the Limits of Coping With
Climate
Change,"
New
York
Times,
October
2,
2019,
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/10/02/climate/hurricane-adaptation-houston.html, reported, "After
Hurricane Harvey hit in 2017, Houston jumped to the front of the pack in adapting to the
threat of climate change. It passed tougher building codes, offered more buyouts for floodprone homes and budgeted billions of dollars in new funding for flood control."
"Then, two weeks ago, Tropical Storm Imelda hit, flooding at least 1,700 homes in
Houston and surrounding Harris County. The scope of the damage raises hard questions:
Were the efforts able to make a difference and can cities act quickly enough for what’s
coming?" How much, at what cost, can even a wealthy city do to adapt to climate change?
Adeel Hassan, "Dallas Tornado Leaves Trail of Damage; Storm Causes Panic at Memphis
Airport: A tornado destroyed buildings in Dallas and cut electricity to tens of thousands of people.
The storm system is moving east, and has killed a man in Arkansas." The New York Times, October
21, 2019, https://www.nytimes.com/2019/10/21/us/dallas-tornado-damage.html, reported, "A
dangerous storm system, with damaging winds and large hail, cut a destructive path across part
of the southeastern United States on Monday, after spawning a tornado that barreled through
the Dallas-Fort Worth area late Sunday, and others in rural areas of Oklahoma and Missouri.
The violent weather was blamed for at least four deaths." The storm was still dangerous as it moved
east.
"Alaska hits 90 degrees on July 4th, breaking 50-year-old record," Daily Kos, July 5, 2019,
https://www.dailykos.com/stories/2019/7/5/1869652/-Alaska-hits-90-degrees-on-July-4thbreaking-50-year-old-record, reported, "Alaska has been seeing a heat wave this spring and
summer. Temperatures have been up in place like Utqiaġvik (formerly known as Barrow), 18.6
degrees Fahrenheit above normal. This Fourth of July was no exception to the recordbreaking heat, as CNN reports that 90 degree temperatures in The Last Frontier were recorded
July Fourth. The record-setting heat number was taken at Anchorage’s airport and broke the
previous record set in 1969." This is all part of heat waves seen round the world this spring
and summer.
Amanda Schmidt, "Nearly a month’s worth of rain in 1 hour triggers travel nightmare
in DC area," AccuWeather, July 8, 2019, https://www.accuweather.com/en/weather-news/nearlya-months-worth-of-rain-in-1-hour-triggers-travel-nightmare-in-dc-area/70008762,
reported,
"Commuters in the D.C., and Baltimore area faced an extremely difficult and dangerous
drive back to work on Monday morning following the long holiday weekend as heavy
downpours flooded local roadways.
Videos have surfaced on social media in which the raging floodwaters turned roads into
rivers. One social media user captured a video while driving through high floodwaters in the
Virginia Avenue Tunnel on Monday morning and said, 'You’re going to need a boat to pass
underneath the Virginia Ave. underpass on I-66 in NW D.C."
Several water rescues were performed as high waters overflowed the roads. Local officials
urged motorists to stay off the roads on Monday morning due to flash floods. Numerous roads in
downtown Washington, D.C., as well as surrounding areas, were closed on Monday morning due to
the heavy floodwater."
Hurricane Dorian, as of September 2, 2019, was unusual - likely because of climate
change - because it was impossible to predict its movement, while at category 5 with 220
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MPH winds was the strongest storm ever known to hit the northern Bahamas, and if it
continued as expected would be the strongest storm to hit the U.S. southeast since the 1935
Labor Day hurricane
(Richard Fausset, Nicholas Bogel-Burroughs, Patricia
Mazzei and Frances Robles, "Along Hurricane Dorian’s Tortured Path, Millions Are United in
Fear," The New York Times, September 2, https://www.nytimes.com/2019/09/02/us/alonghurricane-dorians-tortured-path-millions-are-united-in-fear.html).
Jake Johnson, "'It Is Pure Hell Here': Videos From Bahamas Show Devastation Left by
Hurricane Dorian as Category 5 Storm Heads Toward US Coast: 'We are surrounded by water with
no way out. Absolute devastation, there really are no words,'" Common Dreams, September 2,
2019, https://www.commondreams.org/news/2019/09/02/it-pure-hell-here-videos-bahamas-showdevastation-left-hurricane-dorian-category-5?cdorigin=rss&utm_term=AO&utm_campaign=Daily%20Newsletter&utm_content=email&utm_sour
ce=Daily%20Newsletter&utm_medium=Email, reported, "Videos posted online late Sunday and
early Monday provided the first glimpse of the scale of destruction Hurricane Dorian—a
historic Category 5 storm—left in its wake in the Bahamas as it slowly moves toward the
southeastern coast of the United States, forcing nearly a million residents of Florida, Georgia,
and the Carolinas to evacuate.
'I have seen utter devastation here... We are surrounded by water with no way
out,' said ABC News correspondent Marcus Moore, who was on the ground in Marsh Harbour.
'Absolute devastation, there really are no words,' said Moore, surveying destroyed
homes and buildings. 'It is pure hell here on Marsh Harbour on Aboca Island in the northern
part of the Bahamas.'
The Guardian characterized Dorian as 'the biggest storm to hit the Caribbean island
chain in modern times," with wind gusts reaching as high as 220 mph.
During a press conference Sunday, Bahamian prime minister Hubert Minnis saidDorian
'will put us to a test that we've never confronted before.'
'This is probably the most sad and worst day of my life to address the Bahamian people,'
said Minnis. 'I just want to say as a physician I've been trained to withstand many things, but never
anything like this.'
According to the National Hurricane Center, the storm remained at Category 5
strength Monday as it drifted over Grand Bahama Island, unleashing heavy rainfall and
severe wind.
'This is a life-threatening situation. Residents on Grand Bahama Island should not leave
their shelter when the eye passes over, as winds will rapidly increase on the other side of the eye,'
the center said. 'These hazards will continue over Grand Bahama Island during most of the day,
causing extreme destruction on the island.'
Forecasters on Monday said the storm could get "dangerously close to the Florida east coast" as
early as Monday night.
Florida, Georgia, North Carolina, and South Carolina have declared a state of emergency as
the hurricane crawls toward the U.S. coast.
South Carolina Gov. Henry McMaster on Sunday issued a mandatory evacuation order for
830,000 people along the state's coastline. The order is set to take effect Monday at noon.
Our work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-Share Alike 3.0 License."
Category Hurricane Dorian, the strongest storm ever to strike land in the Atlantic,
was unprecedented in the total destruction it caused on Grand Bahama Island. As of
September 8 there was no power, no water service and bodies were still being uncovered in
the rubble. 44 were then known dead, with more being found. By September 9 the number
114

had reached 50 (Kirk Semple, "Corpses Strewn, People Missing a Week After Dorian Hit the
Bahamas," The New York Times,
September
8,
2019,
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/09/08/world/americas/bahamas-dead-dorian.html).
Patricia Mazzei, "82 Days Underwater: The Tide Is High, but They’re Holding On: A brutal
'king tides' season made worse by climate change has flooded the streets of a Florida Keys
community for nearly three months." The New York Times, November 24, 2019,
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/11/24/us/florida-keys-flooding-king-tide.html, reported on flooding
in the Florida Keys made much worse by climate change, "Life during the unusually high 'king
tides' in South Florida this fall has become a maddening logistical task for people along the
Blackwater Sound, a scenic but low-lying stretch of the Upper Keys. For nearly three months,
the residents of Stillwright Point’s 215 homes have been forced to carefully plan their outings
and find temporary workarounds to deal with the smelly, stagnant water — a result not of
rain, but a rising sea — that makes their mangrove-lined streets look more like canals."
Ellen Barry, "Northeast ‘Bomb Cyclone’: Powerful Winds Knock Out Power to 500,000:
Meteorologists were describing the storm as a 'bomb cyclone,' in which masses of warm and cold air
meet, creating a cyclonic effect," The New York Times, October 17, 2019,
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/10/17/us/northeast-bomb-cyclone.html, reported, "Utility poles
snapped, cruise ships sought shelter, boats broke from their moorings, trees were uprooted, and
more than 500,000 customers in New England were without power at times on Thursday as a
storm packing winds gusting to 90 miles an hour swept up the East Coast."
And the results of this winter-spring U.S. Midwest climate change caused flood keep
coming. Mitch Smith, Summer on the Swollen Great Lakes," The New York Times, August 25,
2019, https://www.nytimes.com/2019/08/24/us/great-lakes-water-levels.html, reported on the Great
Lakes, " The lakes rose this year to levels not seen in decades. A 1,234-mile drive around one
of them revealed what all that water has left behind — vanishing beaches, closed roads, new
islands."
The flooding in the Midwest by mid-summer strongly impacted a number of Indian
Nations. "CALL TO ACTION: How You Can Help Tribal Nations in the Midwest Hit Hard by
Recent Severe Storms and Flooding," National Congress of American Indians (NCAI), August 7,
2019,
http://www.ncai.org/news/articles/2019/08/07/call-to-action-assisting-midwest-tribalnations-impacted-by-severe-storms-and-flooding, reported, "Dangerous flooding and severe
storms in the Midwest have devastated tribal nations across the region. This disaster has
destroyed local roads, tribal buildings, and critical infrastructure. Tribal nations are working
hard to address the needs of their citizens and repair damages, but they need your
assistance."
Those effected encompassed the Cheyenne River Sioux Tribe, the Menominee Indian
Tribe of Wisconsin, the Rosebud Sioux Tribe, the St. Croix Chippewa Indians of Wisconsin,
and the Yankton Sioux Tribe.
The city of Miami and much of Ottawa County, OK, home to nine Indian nations,
have suffered flooding for many years that has been made more serious by 2019's climate
change caused exceptionally extreme weather. Miami is the capital of the Miami Nation,
Modoc Tribe of Oklahoma, Ottawa Tribe of Oklahoma, Peoria Tribe of Indians,
Seneca-Cayuga Tribe, and Shawnee Tribe The city and the tribes contend that the
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flooding would be greatly reduced, if not prevented, if water was let out of Pensacola dam
before major storms so that Grand Lake, which is behind it, could contain most, if not all the
additional water. The City and surrounding areas in the county have flooded more than two
dozen times since 1990, causing 150 houses to be torn down and others abandoned. The 2019
flood put all but the roof tops of numerous buildings underwater as it completely flooded out
many roads. The Eastern Shawnee Tribe reported that it had to evacuate 30 families because
of the flooding, its ceremonial grounds were covered by three feet of water, and numerous
roads remained impassable for weeks. When residents could finally go home, they found
tremendous water damage and a serious mold problem. Moreover, the flooding brought a
major insect infestation.
The city and the county's Indian nations have petitioned to have water let out of the
dam for many years. But the more wealthy Oklahomans who enjoy Grand Lake for fishing
and boating have resisted, holding that the lake's water needs to be high to maximize its
recreational activities. One of those supporting keeping the waters high is Oklahoma Senator
James Inhofe, who has enjoyed the lake and owns a vacation home adjacent to it, while his
wife owns $1 million of waterfront property on the lake.
Tribes city and the tribes saw an opportunity for obtaining a policy change in 2019,
with the dam's license up for renewal before the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission.
However, Senator Inhofe, Chairman of the Senate Armed Services Committee, placed an
amendment in the to the National Defense Authorization act that would limit the
commission’s authority over lake levels and flood control. Moreover, that amendment states
that federal land “shall not be considered to be a reservation,” which would destroy Indian
nation right rights. The legislation was pending House-Senate reconciliation as of August 28.
Many critics see Senator Inhofe's action as a totally improper conflict of interest (Sarah
Mervosh, "A Senator’s Lake House vs. a Town Fighting Flooding: For years, there has been fierce
debate over water levels at a popular lake. Senator James Inhofe, who has a vacation home there,
took the matter to Washington," The New York Times, August 28, 2019,
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/08/27/us/grand-lake-oklahoma-inhofe.html; and "Miami, OK,
Mapquest.com," https://www.mapquest.com/us/oklahoma/miami-ok-282034077).
Jim Robbins and Vanessa Swales, "40 Inches of Snow in Montana: ‘It’s a February Storm
in
September’,"
The
New
York
Times,
September
29,
2019,
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/09/29/us/montana-snowstorm.html, reported that although it is
September, not February, "A powerful winter storm socked much of Montana with a wave of
heavy snowfall on Sunday, with weekend totals climbing to 40 inches in some places, and
breaking century-long daily records."
"Death Toll Rises to 6 in Torrential Rains in Southeast Spain," The New York Times,
September 14, 2019, https://www.nytimes.com/aponline/2019/09/14/world/europe/spain-stormsdeaths.html, reported, "Record rainfall and widespread flooding claimed two more lives in
southeastern Spain, raising the overall death toll to six from the storms, authorities said
Saturday."
Elisabetta Povoledo, "Venice Flooding Brings City to ‘Its Knees’:
The mayor called
for a state of emergency after the Italian city was submerged under “acqua alta,” an exceptionally
high tide — the worst in 50 years," The New York Times, November 14,
2019, https://www.nytimes.com/2019/11/13/world/europe/venice-flood.html, reported, "The mayor
of Venice, who said that the city “was on its knees,” has called for a state of emergency and the
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closing of all schools after the Italian city was submerged under 'acqua alta,' an exceptionally
high tide — the highest in 50 years."
Global warming induce climate change has brought regular heavy rains to Norway
which caused the top of the mountain Veslemannen to collapse, sending a 50,000 ton
rockslide which fortunately stopped just short of the town of Rauma, which had been
evacuated several times in the face of its possibly being crushed by such a rockslide (Henrik
Pryser Libell and Richard Martyn-Hemphill, "A Mountain Top Called ‘Little Man’ Falls in
Norway, and Residents Weep," The New York Times,
September
8,
2019,
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/09/07/world/europe/norway-mountain-little-man.html).
Amy Qin, "Death Toll From Typhoon Lekima in China Rises to 30," The New York Times,
August 11, 2019, https://www.nytimes.com/2019/08/11/world/asia/china-typhoon-lekima.html,
reported, "The death toll from a powerful typhoon sweeping across China’s east coast rose to
30 on Sunday, with at least 18 still missing, after torrential downpours forced over one million to
leave their homes, the state news media reported."
Typhoon Lekima caused the worst flooding in the city of Linhai in the 70 year history
of the People's Republic of China with water levels as high has 36 feet, while over all the
storm impacted 5 million people, interrupted land and air transportation, damaging more
than 400,000 acres of crops and 34,000 homes in Zhejiang, bringing economic losses of over
$2.2 billion.
Jamie Tarabay, "Typhoon Kammuri Kills at Least 17 as It Powers Through Philippines:
Manila’s airport was shut for 12 hours and half a million people were evacuated as the typhoon
swept
through
the
archipelago,"
The
New
York
Times, December
4,
2019, https://www.nytimes.com/2019/12/03/world/asia/philippines-typhoon-tisoy-kammuri.html,
reported, "Typhoon Kammuri swept through the Philippines on Tuesday, ripping rooftops
from houses, knocking down power lines and leaving a half-million people huddled in
evacuation centers, waiting for the storm to pass. At least 17 people were killed.
Manila’s international airport was closed for 12 hours during the storm, resulting in
the cancellation of nearly 500 flights. Officials suspended marine traffic in affected areas as
Kammuri, packing wind gusts as high as 150 miles per hour, battered the Philippine
archipelago for a second day.
By early Wednesday the storm had weakened slightly, officials said, but heavy rainfall was
expected to continue. Officials had feared that flooding could deluge Manila, the capital, and
its surrounding areas, home to more than 10 million people."
Somini Sengupta, "Rising Temperatures Ravage the Himalayas, Rapidly Shrinking Its
Glaciers,"
The
New
York
Times,
June
19,
2019,
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/06/19/climate/global-warming-himalayas-glaciers.html, reported,
"Climate change is 'eating' the glaciers of the Himalayas, posing a grave threat to hundreds
of millions of people who live downstream, a study based on 40 years of satellite data has
shown.
The study, published Wednesday in the journal Science Advances, concluded that the
glaciers have lost a foot and a half of ice every year since 2000, melting at a far faster
pace than in the previous 25-year period. In recent years, the glaciers have lost about eight
billion tons of water a year. The study’s authors described it as equivalent to the amount of
water held by 3.2 million Olympic-size swimming pools.
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The study adds to a growing and grim body of work that points to the dangers of
global warming for the Himalayas, which are considered the water towers of Asia and an
insurance policy against drought."
A one two punch from very severe drought followed by flooding from exceptionally
heavy monsoon rains in India have brought a severe shortage of onions in India, tripling the
price, and causing the government to ban onion exports. India has been a major supplier of
onions in Asia (Jeffrey Gettleman, Julfikar Ali Manik and Suhasini Raj, "India Isn’t Letting a
Single Onion Leave the Country," The New York Times,
October 1, 2019,
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/10/01/world/asia/india-modi-onion-prices.html).
Bryan Denton and Somini Sengupta, "Throughout India, the number of days with very
heavy rains has increased over the last century. At the same time, the dry spells between
storms have gotten longer. Showers that reliably penetrate the soil are less common. For a
country that relies on rain for the vast share of its water, that combination is potentially
ruinous,"
The
New
York
Times,
November
25,
2019,
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2019/11/25/climate/india-monsoon-drought.html, reported,
"India’s Ominous Future: Too Little Water, or Far Too Much.
"Decades of short-sighted government policies are leaving millions defenseless in the
age of climate disruptions – especially the country’s poor."
Neil MacFarquhar, "Siberia Dispatch: Russian Land of Permafrost and Mammoths Is
Thawing: Global warming is shrinking the permanently frozen ground across Siberia, disrupting
everyday life in one of the coldest inhabited places on earth," The New York Times, August 4,
2019,
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/08/04/world/europe/russia-siberia-yakutia-permafrostglobal-warming.html, reported, "the Arctic, including much of Siberia, warms at least twice as
fast as the rest of the world, the permafrost — permanently frozen ground — is thawing."
"The thawing of the permafrost — along with other changes triggered by global
warming — is reshaping this incredibly remote region sometimes called the Kingdom of
Winter. It is one of the coldest inhabited places on earth, and huge; Yakutia, if independent, would
be the world's eighth largest country.
The loss of permafrost deforms the landscape itself, knocking down houses and barns.
The migration patterns of animals hunted for centuries are shifting, and severe floods wreak
havoc almost every spring.
The water, washing out already limited dirt roads and rolling corpses from their
graves, threatens entire villages with permanent inundation. Waves chew away the less
frozen Arctic coastline.
Indigenous peoples are more threatened than ever. Residents joust constantly with
nature in unpredictable ways, leaving them feeling baffled, unsettled, helpless, depressed and
irritated."
Letícia Casado and Ernesto Londoño, "Under Brazil’s Far Right Leader, Amazon
Protections Slashed and Forests Fall," The New York Times, July 28, 2019,
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/07/28/world/americas/brazil-deforestation-amazon-bolsonaro.html,
reported, "The destruction of the Amazon rain forest in Brazil has increased rapidly since the
nation’s new far-right president took over and his government scaled back efforts to fight
illegal logging, ranching and mining.
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Brazil’s part of the Amazon has lost more than 1,330 square miles of forest cover since
Mr. Bolsonaro took office in January, a 39 percent increase over the same period last year,
according to the government agency that tracks deforestation.
In June alone, when the cooler, drier season began and cutting trees became easier,
the deforestation rate rose drastically, with roughly 80 percent more forest cover lost than in
June of last year.
The deforestation of the Amazon is spiking as Mr. Bolsonaro’s government pulls back
on enforcement measures like fines, warnings and the seizure or destruction of illegal
equipment in protected areas.
A New York Times analysis of public records found that such enforcement actions by
Brazil’s main environmental agency fell by 20 percent during the first six months of the year,
compared with the same period in 2018. The drop means that vast stretches of the rain forest can
be torn down with less resistance from the nation’s authorities."
Manuela Andreoni and Christine Hauser, "Fires in Amazon Rain Forest Have Surged
This Year: The fires, most of which have been set by farmers clearing their land, are raging in
uninhabited areas of rain forest and intruding on populated areas in the country’s north," The New
York Times, August 22, 2019, https://www.nytimes.com/2019/08/21/world/americas/amazonrainforest.html, reported, "Fires are burning in the Amazon rain forest at one of the fastest
paces in years, Brazil’s space research center said this week.
The center, the National Institute for Space Research, which monitors fires using satellite
images, reported on Wednesday that it had detected 39,194 fires this year in the world’s largest
rain forest, a 77 percent increase from the same period in 2018."
"The blazes are so large and widespread that smoke has wafted thousands of miles away
to the Atlantic coast and São Paulo, the country’s most populous city, according to the World
Meteorological Organization."
Most of the Brazilian Amazon fires are not in old growth forest and involve farmers
and ranchers clearing farming and grazing land, but this does include some land not
previously farmed or grazed. The biggest problem is that without enforcement of laws
making deforestation illegal, there has been a huge increase in the cutting down of the
rainforest in Brazil. This is important, not only for global warming - as threes absorb huge
quantities of carbon from the air - but also because 20% of the world's oxygen is produced by
the Amazon Rainforest as it takes the carbon from carbon dioxide.
World wide, in 2018, the world lost about 30 million acres of tree cover, including 8.9
million acres of primary rain forest. In Brazil, under President Bolsonaro, cutting down of
the rainforest has greatly accelerated. In the first half of 2019 1,330 square miles of forest has
been cut down, 39% more than in the same period in 2018."
International pressure has been so strong to the news of the fires, that the Brazilian
President has said he is sending the army out to enforce laws protecting the forest.
(Alexandria Symonds, "Amazon Rain Forest Fires: Here’s What’s Really Happening: The rain
forest, critical to absorbing the planet’s carbon dioxide, has seen an increase in deforestation under
Brazil’s president, Jair Bolsonaro," The New York Times, August 23, 2019,
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/08/23/world/americas/amazon-fire-brazilbolsonaro.html?action=click&module=RelatedCoverage&pgtype=Article&region=Footer).
Matt Sandy ‘The Amazon Is Completely Lawless’: The Rainforest After Bolsonaro’s First
Year: Deforestation in the world’s largest rainforest, an important buffer against climate change,
has soared under President Jair Bolsonaro of Brazil," The New York Times, December 5, 2019,
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https://www.nytimes.com/2019/12/05/world/americas/amazon-fires-bolsonaro-photos.html,
reported that with Brazilian President Bolsonaro's 'good of it burns' policy, in the Brazilian
Amazon at the coming of rainy season, when burning by farmers, ranchers, miners and
loggers ends, "The picture that emerged was anything but reassuring: Brazil’s space agency
reported that in one year, more than 3,700 square miles of the Amazon had been razed — a
swath of jungle nearly the size of Lebanon torn from the world’s largest rainforest."
Anatoly Kurmanaev and Monica Machicao, "As the Amazon Burns, Fires in next-Door
Bolivia Also
Wreak
Havoc,"
The New
York Times,
August
26, 2019,
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/08/25/world/americas/bolivia-fires-amazon.html,
reported,
"Amid growing international alarm over fires in Brazil’s Amazon region, neighboring Bolivia
is facing devastating fires of its own, with flames devouring farmland and environmentally
sensitive forests alike."
Most of the fires have been started by farmers, clearing fields in an annual practice.
But in this year's unusually dry weather many of the fires have been burning out of control.
Lisa Song, ProPublica, and Paula Moura for ProPublica, "If carbon offsets require forests to
stay standing, what happens when the Amazon is on fire?, New Mexico Political Report, August
27,
2019,
http://nmpoliticalreport.com/2019/08/27/if-carbon-offsets-require-forests-to-staystanding-what-happens-when-the-amazon-is-on-fire/?mc_cid=607911b243&mc_eid=cde7993ced,
reported,
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"

NASA Earth Observatory images by Joshua Stevens, using MODIS data from NASA
EOSDIS/LANCE and GIBS/Worldview, Fire Information for Resource Management System
(FIRMS) data from NASA EOSDIS, and data from the Global Fire Emissions Database (GFED).
Story by Adam Voiland, with information from Douglas Morton (NASA’s Goddard Space Flight
Center).
Now that record fires are engulfing the Amazon, started by humans seeking to log,
mine and farm on the land, supporters are using the international emergency to double down
on their case for offsets. The Environmental Defense Fund posted a petition urging that state
officials endorse the standard: 'The people — and wildlife — who call the Amazon home are
running for their lives,' it said. 'The entire world is counting on [the board] taking action.' Ivaneide
Bandeira Cardozo, who helped manage a Brazilian offset project that was derailed by illegal
logging, said, “People who are against carbon credits are not suffering and don’t want to keep the
forest standing.”
But the devastating blaze encapsulates a key weakness of offsets that scientists have
been warning about for the past decade: that they are too vulnerable to political whims and
disasters like wildfires. As a recent ProPublica investigation noted, if you give corporations a
pass to pollute by saying their emissions are being canceled out somewhere else, you need a
way to guarantee that continues to be the case."
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Christopher Flavelle and Brad Plumer,
"California Bans Insurers From Dropping
Policies Made Riskier by Climate Change," The New York Times, December 5, 2019,
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/12/05/climate/california-fire-insurance-climate.html, reported that
insurance companies are having difficulties keeping up with the accelerating risks of climate
change, "California’s wildfires have grown so costly and damaging that insurance companies
— a homeowner’s last hope when disaster strikes — have increasingly been canceling
people’s policies in fire-prone parts of the state. On Thursday, however, California took the
highly unusual step of banning the practice, a decision that exacerbates the insurance
industry’s miscalculation of the cost of climate change.
The new policy imposes a one-year moratorium preventing insurers from dropping
customers in or alongside ZIP codes struck by recent wildfires. The moratorium covers at least
800,000 homes around the state. The state has also asked insurers to voluntarily stop dropping
customers anywhere in California because of fire risk for one year."
Christopher Flavelle and Brad Plumer,
"California Bans Insurers From Dropping
Policies Made Riskier by Climate Change," The New York Times, December 5, 2019,
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/12/05/climate/california-fire-insurance-climate.html, reported that
insurance companies are having difficulties keeping up with the accelerating risks of climate
change, "California’s wildfires have grown so costly and damaging that insurance companies
— a homeowner’s last hope when disaster strikes — have increasingly been canceling
people’s policies in fire-prone parts of the state.On Thursday, however, California took the
highly unusual step of banning the practice, a decision that exacerbates the insurance
industry’s miscalculation of the cost of climate change.
The new policy imposes a one-year moratorium preventing insurers from dropping
customers in or alongside ZIP codes struck by recent wildfires. The moratorium covers at least
800,000 homes around the state. The state has also asked insurers to voluntarily stop dropping
customers anywhere in California because of fire risk for one year."
Julie Turkewitz, "The Amazon Is on Fire. So Is Central Africa," The New York Times, August
27, 2019, https://www.nytimes.com/2019/08/27/world/africa/congo-angola-rainforest-fires.html, "As
images of wildfires in South America’s Amazon region draw global attention, a large and
potentially devastating series of fires is raging in Central Africa and parts of Southern Africa."
This is the world's second largest rainforest in terms of acting to absorb carbon from the
atmosphere. Some fires amidst the forest of Africa occur naturally, and others are from farmers
burning fields. But when they get out of control in Africa, the nation's there have far less ability
to fight them than in most other places.
"Australia Bushfires Arrive Early, Destroying Historic Lodge in ‘Omen’ of Future," The
New
York
Times,
September
9,
2019,
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/09/09/world/australia/bushfires-wildfires-climate-change.html,
reported, "But over the weekend, a bushfire destroyed the beloved getaway, one of Australia’s
oldest nature resorts [Binna Burra Lodge in Australia’s lush mountain rainforest] — drawing tears
from neighbors and alarm from officials who warned that climate change and drought
threatened to bring Australia its worst fire season on record."
Andrew Sturgess, who oversees fire prediction for the state of Queensland, said that this
fire “is a historic event. Fire weather has never been as severe this early in spring.”

122

Kendra Pierre-Louis, "The Amazon, Siberia, Indonesia: A World of Fire: The growing
intensity of wildfires and their spread to new corners of the globe raises fears that climate
change is exacerbating the dangers," The New York Times, August 28, 2019, reported, "While
the Brazilian fires have grown into a full-blown international crisis, they represent only one
of many significant areas where wildfires are currently burning around the world. Their
increase in severity and spread to places where fires were rarely previously seen is raising
fears that climate change is exacerbating the danger" of hotter and drier seasons.
In addition to the Amazon and Africa, areas in the Arctic, forest and tundra, that did
not previously burn have been experiencing serious wildfires in summer 2019. Since July,
Fire has consumed about six million acres of Siberian forest. In Alaska, fires have burned
more than 2.5 million acres of snow forest and tundra, while Greenland also suffered from
fire. The western United States continued to experience fires in summer 2019, but at a lesser
rate than in recent years after a wet winter. But a dry summer may bring much more
burning in the fall. And other places in the U.S. now suffer fires that did not previously, or at
a greater rate, including in Florida.
Kendra Pierre-Louis, "Invasive Grasses May Worsen Wildfires, Study Suggests," The New
York Times, November 4, 2019, https://www.nytimes.com/2019/11/04/climate/invasive-grasseswildfires.html, reported, "The fires that have ignited in California, leading to mass evacuations
and seemingly otherworldly scenes, may have gotten their start from a surprising source.
Invasive grasses, or grasses that have encroached from other regions, can make
wildfires more frequent, not just in California but nationwide, according to a study published
Monday in the journal PNAS. The study looked at grasses like cane grass, which is native to
Myanmar but is damaging ecosystems in Florida, and buffelgrass, which is helping to ignite fires
in the Southwest and has origins outside North America."
Thomas Fuller, "PG&E Outage Darkens Northern California Amid Wildfire Threat: A
deliberate power outage by the state’s largest utility sent residents scrambling — and debating
whether
it
was
worth
it,"
The
New
York
Times,
October
10,
2019, https://www.nytimes.com/2019/10/09/us/california-power-outage-PGE.html, reported, "The
lights went off in stages in Northern California on Wednesday, from the forests near the
Oregon border, down the spine of the Sierra Nevada and finally through the dense hillside
communities across the Bay from San Francisco.
Hundreds of thousands of households lost power when California’s largest utility,
Pacific Gas and Electric, shut down a vast web of electrical lines as a precaution against
wildfires. Not knowing how long the outage would last, residents hurried to gas stations and
supermarkets, stocking up on essentials as if a hurricane were bearing down."
The general consensus in California appeared to be that shutting down power to
prevent deadly fires is an unacceptable approach. For some residents relying on electrically
powered medical equipment the shutdown ranged from serious to life threatening. Many
experienced having food spoil, while with businesses shut down there was considerable
economic loss (Ivan Penn, "‘This Did Not Go Well’: Inside PG&E’s Blackout Control Room, As
the utility turned off power to millions of Californians, its website went down and it struggled to
communicate with local officials and inform residents," The New York Times, October 12, 2019,
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/10/12/business/pge-california-outage.html).
Louis Keene and Nicholas Bogel-Burroughs, "Saddleridge Fire Rips Through Southern
California, Forcing Evacuations: The fire swelled overnight near Los Angeles, putting more than
100,000 people under a mandatory evacuation order," The New York Times, October 11, 2019,
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https://www.nytimes.com/2019/10/11/us/saddleridge-fire-california-power-outage.html, reported,
"A fire tore through Southern California on Friday, forcing mandatory evacuations for more
than 100,000 people and setting dozens of homes ablaze, just as power was being restored to
hundreds of thousands of Northern Californians.
The Saddleridge fire was burning over more than 7,500 acres in northwest Los Angeles as
of Friday afternoon and was about 13 percent contained."
But as California continues to suffer wildfires - at one point in October there were some
13,000 of them, the states three power companies continue to shut down power in especially
threatened areas as a preventive measure. An important point is that with climate change, even
though California's drought was broken by a quite wet winter, by the early fall, before the
expected fall rains, with hotter temperatures than in the past drying the increased growth in
vegetation, and with seasonal strong winds, the serious fire danger of the last years is back
again (Kendra Pierre-Louis, "California Emerged From Drought and Is Still Catching Fire," The
New York Times, October 26, 2019, https://www.nytimes.com/2019/10/25/climate/california-firesclimate-change.html).
Derrick Bryson Taylor, "Cave Fire in Santa Barbara County Threatens Homes and Forces
Evacuations: The fire started Monday afternoon in the Santa Ynez Mountains and quickly grew,
the county said. So far, no injuries have been reported," The New York Times, November 26, 2019,
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/11/26/us/cave-fire-santa-barbara.html, reported, "A brush fire that
started [November 26, 2019] in the Santa Ynez Mountains of Santa Barbara County, Calif.,
had burned at least 4,262 acres as of Tuesday afternoon, prompting the county to declare an
emergency and order some residents to evacuate, according to the authorities."
New research projections show that climate change may bring slowing down of the Santa
Ana winds in California in winter and fall, along with shifts in precipitation patterns that might
extend fire season in California through the winter (Henry Fountain, "How Climate Change
Could Shift California’s Santa Ana Winds, Fueling Fires," The New York Times, October 29, 2019,
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/10/28/climate/santa-ana-winds.html).
Damien Cave, "The World Burns All Year. Are There Enough Planes to Douse the
Flames?: As climate change pushes California’s fire season into Australia’s, an intricate system of
resource sharing struggles with the load," The New York Times, November 21, 2019,
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/11/21/world/australia/fires-water-tankers-climate-change.html,
reported, "Sharing the giant air tankers that fight fires 5,000 gallons of water at a time used to
be simpler. California’s wildfires faded before Australia’s bush fires surged, leaving time to
prepare, move and deploy planes from one continent to another.
But climate change is subverting the system.
Fire seasons are running longer, stronger, hotter. The major fires now blanketing
Sydney in smoke started early, within days of the last California blazes.
And the strain is global. Countries that used to manage without extra help, like Chile,
Bolivia and Cyprus, have started competing for plane and helicopter contracts as their own
fires intensify. That is stretching capacity for the companies that provide most of the globe’s
largest firefighting aircraft, and increasing anxiety for fire officials worldwide."
And it will get worse as fire seasons worsen and intensify with continued warming.
"34 Dead in Kenya After Mudslides and Floods: The government sent military and police
helicopters to help those affected by the floods, but the scope of the disaster was not yet clear," The
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New York Times, November 23, 2019, ttps://www.nytimes.com/2019/11/23/world/africa/kenyafloods.html, reported, "Heavy rains unleashed overnight floods in western Kenya. The
country's interior cabinet secretary, Fred Matiangi, said 17 people died in a mudslide in the
village of Takmal in the Pokot Central district, while 12 others lost their lives in mudslides in
the villages of Parua and Tapach in Pokot South."
"More than one million people in East Africa have been affected by flooding after
higher-than-normal rainfall. The latest deaths in Kenya bring to 72 the number of people
who have died in a month and a half due to flooding-related causes."
Palko Karasz, "Ethiopia Says It Planted Over 350 Million Trees in a Day, a Record," The
New York Times, July 30, 2019, https://www.nytimes.com/2019/07/30/world/africa/ethiopia-treeplanting-deforestation.html, reported, " Ethiopia’s prime minister, Abiy Ahmed, has been getting
his hands dirty this summer, and this week he got much of the nation to join him."
"It was part of Mr. Ahmed’s campaign to plant four billion trees in Ethiopia before the
fall to combat deforestation and global warming."
"The aim was to put at least 200 million seedlings in the ground a day, and by day’s end,
government officials said that more than 350 million had been planted." This work is intended to
reverse the huge deforestation of Ethiopia since the end of the 19th century
The figures could not be verified, but they far exceed the previous record. That is held
by the Indian state of Uttar Pradesh, which in 2016 planted more than 50 million trees in one
day, according to Guinness World Records."
The effort is part of the project of the Earth Day Network to plant 7.8 billion trees
worldwide. Almost 3.5 million square miles of the planet's land is not used by people, and if
planted fully with trees in a few years could absorb two-third of the carbon dioxide put into
the atmosphere since the start of the industrial revolution. One of the organizations involved,
Farm Africa, has been working on reforestation and helping farmers in several African
nations develop forest compatible enterprises, including bee keeping and producing bamboo
furniture, while making available fuel efficient stoves to reduce cutting of trees.
"Kenya launches largest wind power plant in Africa," CNN, July 20, 2019,
https://www.cnn.com/2019/07/20/africa/africas-largest-wind-farm-intl/index.html,
reported,
"Kenya has launched Africa's largest wind power farm in a bid to boost electricity generating
capacity and to meet the country's ambitious goal of 100% green energy by 2020.
The farm, known as the Lake Turkana Wind Power (LTWP) will generate around 310
megawatts of power to the national grid and will increase the country's electricity supply by
13%, President Uhuru Kenyatta said at the launch of the project on Friday."
John Schwartz, "A Wet Year Causes Farm Woes Far Beyond the Floodplains," The New
York Times, November 21, 2019, https://www.nytimes.com/2019/11/21/climate/farms-climatechange-crops.html, reported, "The damage from the destructive spring flooding in the Midwest
has been followed in parts of the country by a miserable autumn that is making a bad
farming year worse, with effects that could be felt into next spring."
"The Agriculture Department tracks how many acres of insured farmland went
unplanted, a statistic referred to as prevented planting, and this year’s figures are the highest
since the agency started reporting the figures in 2007. "Over all, farmers reported being
unable to plant on some 19 million acres for all crops in 2019 with more than 70 percent of
those acres occurring in the rain-soaked Midwest.
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"For the two most important Midwestern crops, corn and soybeans, the 2019 figures
showed 11.4 million acres for corn and 4.5 million acres for soybeans that went without crops
being planted.
That’s 13 percent of the total corn acreage in the United States that went unplanted,
and nearly 6 percent of total soy acreage. By comparison, 2013 was another wet year but had
just 3.9 percent and 2.3 percent unplanted acres."
A heat wave across the Southwest in mid-June 2019, brought record 120 degree
Farenheit temperature to Phioenix, AZ, June 19, 2019 (Acuweather.com,
http://www.accuweather.com/en/us/phoenix-az/85004/weather-forecast/346935).
"Huge area of the United States broils on what could be the hottest weekend in U.S.
history," Daily Kos, July 20, 2019, https://www.dailykos.com/stories/2019/7/20/1873160/-Hugearea-of-the-United-States-broils-on-what-could-be-the-hottest-weekend-inhistory?detail=emaildkre, reported, "The heat wave that has baked more than half the country
over much of this week hits its peak in many areas this weekend with blazing heat, stifling
humidity, and a combined heat index that’s not just a recipe for misery, but a serious health
threat. Though only a handful of locations are expected to break their all time temperature
records, the extent of this heatwave could still make for the hottest weekend ever recorded.
Heat emergencies have been declared in over a dozen cities and scheduled events in
many areas, including the New York Triathlon, have been cancelled because of the heat this
weekend. However, many Americans are still working in positions that require them to be out in
the sun. That includes utility workers trying to deal with an electrical grid straining under near
record demand. If you have to be in the heat this weekend, watch yourself — and others around
you — for signs of heat exhaustion and heat stroke.
The National Weather Service has noted that this heat wave has been particularly
prolonged and is especially dangerous because temperatures have also been well above
normal overnight. High nighttime temperatures are regarded as a indicator of high risk to public
health. So … watch it."
Christopher Flavelle and Nadja Popovich, "Heat Deaths Jump in Southwest United States,
Puzzling
Officials,"
The
New
York
Times,
August
26,
2019,
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/08/26/climate/heat-deaths-southwest.html, "Heat-related deaths
have increased sharply since 2014 in Nevada and Arizona, raising concerns that the hottest
parts of the country are struggling to protect their most vulnerable residents from global
warming.
In Arizona, the annual number of deaths attributed to heat exposure more than
tripled, from 76 deaths in 2014 to 235 in 2017, according to figures obtained from the U.S.
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. Heat-related deaths in Nevada rose almost
fivefold during the same period, from 29 to 139.
Most of those deaths were in the Phoenix and Las Vegas areas."
Moises Velasquez-Manoff, "As Sea Levels Rise, So Do Ghost Forests: Saltwater is killing
woodlands along the East Coast, sometimes surprisingly far from the sea," The New York Times,
reported, "Up and down the mid-Atlantic coast, sea levels are rising rapidly, creating stands of
dead trees — often bleached, sometimes blackened — known as ghost forests.
The water is gaining as much as 5 millimeters per year in some places, well above the
global average of 3.1 millimeters, driven by profound environmental shifts that include
climate change."
126

The reason for the higher than the world average for ocean rise along the U.S. East coast is
that the Arctic rapid ice melt is slowing the Gulf Stream, and causing water to back up along
the U.S. shore. The rise of the oceans, increased in impact increasing more vigorous storms with
strong tidal surge, is combining with drought - reducing the amount and pressure of fresh water to
resist ocean saltwater incursion - to cause saltwater to enter the costal land water table. With
considerable quite flat land along many stretches of the coast, saltwater has been penetrating
far inland destroying forests and beginning the creation of marshland. The more favorable
marsh development is with the growth of velvety tufts of cordgrass sprouts. But increasingly,
impenetrable stands of cane-like invasive species, Phragmites, are becoming dominant.
In New Mexico, as of the end of October 2019, a long dry summer into fall, and then
early frost have hurt ranchers in Chaves and Union Counties, reducing and then damaging
grass and other plants, forcing ranchers to haul water longer for cattle and provide
supplemental feeding earlier than last year or than usual ("New Mexico ranchers deal with dry,
cold
conditions,"
Associated
Press,
October
28,
2019,
https://apnews.com/aa107919b98f4791a8d700fb936fc8b4?utm_source=Environment+WrapUp&utm_campaign=be371b4bcdEMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2017_07_12_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_be5ca4cdacbe371b4bcd-142253585&mc_cid=be371b4bcd&mc_eid=cde7993ced).
Christine Hauser, "Mississippi Closes Beaches Because of Toxic Algae Blooms," The New
York Times,
July 8, 2019, https://www.nytimes.com/2019/07/08/us/toxic-algae-bloommississippi.html, reported, "The relentless heavy rains in the Midwest continue to cause damage,
this time in the form of vast, harmful algae blooms off the gulf coast that have forced
Mississippi to close all of its beaches."
Christine Hauser, "Algae Can Poison Your Dog: Dogs have become fatally ill after
frolicking in water infused with the toxic algae, owners said," The New York Times, August 12, 2019,
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/08/12/us/blue-green-algae-dogs.html, reported, "Dog owners have
reported this summer that their pets became fatally ill after swimming in freshwater lakes and
ponds, apparently after ingesting water laden with toxic blue-green algae."
Kendra Pierre-Louis, "Climate Change Fills Storms With More Rain, Analysis Shows," The
New York Times, July 11, 2019, https://www.nytimes.com/2019/07/11/climate/hurricane-tropicalstorms.html, reported, "When a tropical storm is approaching, its intensity or wind speed often
gets the bulk of the attention. But as Tropical Storm Barry bears down on the Gulf Coast in
the coming days, it’s the water that the storm will bring with it that has weather watchers
worried."
“'Climate change is in general increasing the frequency and intensity of heavy rainfall
storms,” said Andreas Prein, a project scientist with the National Center for Atmospheric
Research."
This week’s rainfall came after the region experienced an extremely wet spring, causing
the region’s rivers to swell, and raising concerns that the upcoming storm may overtop levees
in New Orleans. 'If you look at the records, mostly it’s the water that kills most people,' Dr.
Prein said."
Christopher Flavelle, ‘Toxic Stew’ Stirred Up by Disasters Poses Long-Term Danger, New
Findings,"
The
New
York
Times,
July
15,
2019,
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/07/15/climate/flooding-chemicals-health-research.html, reported,
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"New research shows that the extreme weather and fires of recent years, similar to the flooding
that has struck Louisiana and the Midwest, may be making Americans sick in ways
researchers are only beginning to understand.
By knocking chemicals loose from soil, homes, industrial-waste sites or other sources,
and spreading them into the air, water and ground, disasters like these — often intensified by
climate change — appear to be exposing people to an array of physical ailments including
respiratory disease and cancer."
The spread of suburban communities into wildlands in California (and elsewhere),
and the movement of wildfires into inhabited communities is bringing a new danger to fire
fighters and others: poisons in the air, on the ground and in the water from burned and
burning plastics and other items containing toxic materials (Julie Turkewitz, "New Threats Put
Wildfire Fighters’ Health on the Line: America’s rapid suburban expansion into the wilderness,
combined with the growing ferocity of wildfires, is posing new health threats," The New York
Times, October 31, 2019, https://www.nytimes.com/2019/10/31/us/california-firefighterschemicals.html).
Amanda Schmidt, "Storm leaves city looking like dead of winter in middle of summer,"
AccuWeather, July 1, 2019, https://www.accuweather.com/en/weather-news/is-it-snow-is-it-hailsweltering-mexican-city-experiences-extreme-summer-event/70008700, reported, "The Mexican
city of Guadalajara woke up to a wintry surprise on Sunday morning [June 30, 2019]. The
city, which has been experiencing a hot, sweaty summer, was blanketed with up to 3 feet of
ice in some areas following a heavy hailstorm.
Astonishing photos have appeared on the internet of what appears to be a winter display in
the city, which is located in the western part of the country, about six hours west of Mexico City."
Somini Sengupta, "A Heat Wave Tests Europe’s Defenses. Expect More," The New York
Times, July 1, 2019, https://www.nytimes.com/2019/07/01/climate/europe-heat-wave.html,
reported, "Across Europe in June, from the Czech Republic to Switzerland to Spain, new heat
records tested the Continent’s defenses. Schools were shuttered. Villages were evacuated.
Soldiers battled wildfires. And social workers raced to the homes of older people to prevent
mass deaths.
It wasn’t only monthly records that shattered. On Friday, a town in the south of France
felt like Death Valley, Calif., in August: According to the French national weather agency,
Gallargues-le-Montueux was 45.9 degrees Celsius, or 115 degrees, the hottest
temperature ever recorded in the country.
It is part of an unmistakable trend: The hottest summers in Europe in the last 500
years have all come in the last 17 years. Several of those heat waves bear the fingerprints of
human-caused climate change. In years to come, scientists say, many more are likely to batter
what is naturally one of the world’s temperate zones."
Henry Fountain, "Europe’s Heat Wave, Fueled by Climate Change, Moves to Greenland,"
York Times, August 2, 2019, https://www.nytimes.com/2019/08/02/climate/europeanheatwave-climate-change.html, reported, "Climate change made the stifling heat that enveloped
parts of Europe last week much more likely and hotter, researchers said Friday.
The heat wave, the second to hit Europe since late June, set temperature records in
Paris, as well as in Germany, the Netherlands and other countries. Nuclear reactors in
The
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France and Germany were forced to reduce output or shut down because the water used to
cool them was too warm.
The hot air, which was trapped over Europe after traveling from northern Africa, lingered
for about four days. It has since moved north over Greenland, causing the surface of the
island’s vast ice sheet to melt at near-record levels."
Henry Fountain, "How Hot Was July? Hotter Than Ever, Global Data Shows," The New York
Times, August 5, 2019, https://www.nytimes.com/2019/08/05/climate/july-hottest-monthclimate.html, reported, "European climate researchers said Monday that last month was the
hottest July — and thus the hottest month — ever recorded, slightly eclipsing the previous
record-holder, July 2016. 'While July is usually the warmest month of the year for the globe,
according to our data it also was the warmest month recorded globally, by a very small margin,' JeanNoël Thépaut, head of the Copernicus Climate Change Service, said in a statement."
Jessica Corbett, "NOAA's Finding That Last Month Was Hottest June Ever Recorded
Bolsters Calls for Radical Climate Action: 'Action is urgently needed at the world, federal, state,
and local levels to rapidly cut fossil fuel pollution and to protect and rebuild naturally stored
carbon,'"
Common
Dreams,
July
18,
2019,
https://www.commondreams.org/news/2019/07/18/noaas-finding-last-month-was-hottest-juneever-recorded-bolsters-calls-radical?cdorigin=rss&utm_term=AO&utm_campaign=Daily%20Newsletter&utm_content=email&utm_sour
ce=Daily%20Newsletter&utm_medium=Email, reported, "As meteorologists warned Thursday that
temperatures above 100°F are expected to impact two-thirds of the country this weekend,
U.S. government scientists revealedthat last month was the hottest June ever recorded—
bolstering calls for radical global action on the climate emergency.
The revelation came in a new monthly climate report from the National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration. Scientists at the agency's National Centers for Environmental
Information found that 'the global land and ocean surface temperature departure from
average for June 2019 was the highest for the month of June in the 140-year NOAA global
temperature dataset record, which dates back to 1880.'
Meteorologist Jeff Masters, co-founder of Weather Underground, explained that 'the global
heat in June is especially impressive and significant given that only a weak (and weakening)
El Niño event was in place. As human-produced greenhouse gases continue to heat up our planet,
most global heat records are set during El Niño periods, because the warm waters that spread
upward and eastward across the surface of the tropical Pacific during El Niño transfer heat from the
ocean to the atmosphere.'
According to NOAA, 'Regionally, South America, Europe, Africa, the Hawaiian
region, and the Gulf of Mexico had their warmest June in the 110-year record.' Central and
Eastern Europe, North-Central Russia, Northeastern Canada and Southern parts of South America
endured the most notable departures from average June temperatures.
And, as Masters noted, that high heat came with consequences:
Three billion-dollar weather-related disasters hit the Earth last month, according to
the June 2019 Catastrophe Report from insurance broker Aon: a severe weather outbreak in
Europe ($1.1 billion), flooding in China ($9+ billion, including losses up until July 16), and a
drought in India ($1.75 billion). In addition, severe weather outbreaks in the U.S. in late May
and mid-March accumulated more than $1 billion in losses by the end of June, bringing the
2019 tally of billion-dollar weather disasters to 14.
Five of the disasters documented by Aon were in the United States. NOAA, in the
climate anomalies and events section of its report, noted that higher than average rainfall
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across the Mississippi and Ohio Valleys and East Coast contributed to destructive flooding in
those areas. Experts warn that as human behaviors continue to warm the planet, extreme
weather events will become more intense and common.
NOAA scientists found that January through June tied with 2017 for the second-highest
average temperature ever recorded in that six-month period over the past 140 years. Though 2016
still remains the hottest first six months of the year on record, last month beat 2016's June
temperature average by 0.04°F, with an average global temperature 1.71°F above the 20th century
average.
Jonathan Erdman, a senior meteorologist at The Weather Channel, wrote Thursday that
although the increases may seem small, 'ultimately, what's most important is not whether a given
month is a fraction of a degree warmer or colder; rather, it's the overall trend, which continues
its upward climb since the late 1970s.'
In response to NOAA's report, climate scientist Phil Duffy, president and executive director of
Woods Hole Research Center, told Reuters that 'action is urgently needed at the world, federal,
state, and local levels to rapidly cut fossil fuel pollution and to protect and rebuild naturally
stored carbon.'
The NOAA report, as Erdman noted, echoes conclusions about June temperatures by
researchers at NASA's Goddard Institute for Space Studies, the Japan Meteorological Agency, and
Europe's Copernicus Climate Change Service (C3S).
Reacting to the C3S report earlier this month, the environmental advocacy group
350.org declared, 'We need to act like this is the climate emergency it is.'
The findings about June come on the heels of new research from the Union of Concerned
Scientists (UCS) that shows without urgent global action to curb planet-heating human activities,
'the number of days per year when the heat index—or 'feels like' temperature—exceeds 100°F
would more than double from historical levels to an average of 36 across the country by
midcentury and increase four-fold to an average of 54 by late century.'
The USC report warned that the global community must pursue ambitious climate action "if
we wish to spare people in the United States and around the world the mortal dangers of extreme
and relentless heat."
Our work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-Share Alike 3.0 License."
Madeleine Gregory, "The Arctic Is on Fire, and It Might Be Creating a Vicious Climate
'Feedback Loop': The worst Arctic wildfire season in recent history is releasing unprecedented
emissions that feed into climate change, creating the conditions for more fires," Vice, July 29
2019, https://www.vice.com/en_us/article/qv7g3m/the-arctic-is-on-fire-and-it-might-be-creating-avicious-climate-feedback-loop, reported, "Wildfires have been raging across the Arctic for over
a month now, releasing huge amounts of greenhouse gases into the atmosphere. Now,
scientists worry that the fires are contributing to a climate change feedback loop that could
make Arctic blazes more common.
In June, unprecedented fires burned across the Arctic, breaking emissions records.
The fires have continued to grow, spreading to other parts of Siberia and Alaska, according to
Mark Parrington, a senior scientist working on wildfire emissions at the European Center for
Medium-Range Weather Forecasts (ECMWF). As they grow, the fires are dumping so much smoke
into the atmosphere that it can be seen from space.
The smoke has already blanketed some Russian cities, making it hard to breathe."
The larger problem is that the huge amounts of carbon dioxide released increase atmospheric
heating and making more fires likely."
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Bhadra Sharma and Mike Ives, "Flooding Kills Dozens in Nepal as Waters Rise Across
Asia," The New York Times, July 15, 2019, https://www.nytimes.com/2019/07/15/world/asia/rainsnepal-india-flooding.html, reported, "The death toll mounted Monday from flooding and
landslides caused by torrential weekend rains in India and Nepal, as rescuers carried out
desperate searches for survivors and officials in nearby Bangladesh braced for the floodwaters to
move downstream.
The hardest-hit country appeared to be Nepal, where the police said on Monday that 67
people had died as a result of the monsoonal rains that began on Thursday night and set off
widespread flooding, particularly in the country’s southern plains along the Indian border."
flooding and landslides injured at least 68 others, with 30 people known missing, while 3,366
people had been rescued and 16,520 households had been displaced, with rescue efforts
slowed by blocked and flooded highways and bad weather limiting air efforts.
"In India, at least 25 people have died so far from the rains and floods, Mohamad
Farukh, the chief executive of Rapid Response, a nongovernmental charity focusing on disaster
relief, said in a text message on Sunday. Indian officials said a day earlier that about 750 people
from the worst-affected states, Assam and Bihar, had been rescued over the preceding three or four
days."
"In Bangladesh, 14 deaths have been recorded as a result of flooding in low-lying areas
of the country since July 9, and 60,000 families in those areas were still 'marooned in their
home or community shelters' as of Sunday, the Bangladesh Red Crescent Society said in a report.
The rains have also flooded parts of the world’s largest refugee camp, in southeastern
Bangladesh, which is home to more than half a million Rohingya Muslim refugees who fled
violence in neighboring Myanmar, according to the United Nations."
Motoko Rich and Ben Dooley, "Typhoon Hagibis Slams Into Japan After Landslides,
Floods and a Quake: The storm made landfall Saturday evening. Record rainfall flooded rivers and
tested dams as almost four million people were urged to evacuate," The New York Times, October
13,
2019, https://www.nytimes.com/2019/10/12/world/asia/typhoon-hagibis.html,
reported,
"Typhoon Hagibis, Japan’s largest storm in decades, lashed the country’s northeast early
Sunday morning, just hours after hitting the Tokyo region with heavy rain and high winds
that forced many residents to move to evacuation centers.
Record rains flooded rivers, pushed dams to their limits and caused several
landslides." Dozens were known dead in early reporting.
In order to adapt to climate change, with its more frequent and increasingly larger
storms, Japan spent heavily on flood control. But Typhoon Hagibis with its record rains
caused 55 levies to break bringing massive flooding. The superstorms are likely to get worse
and more frequent raising the question of whether if there is anything that can be done to
prevent widespread serious damage and a great many deaths for those who remain in those
islands (Ben Dooley, Makiko Inoue and Eimi Yamamitsu, "Japan Spent Mightily to Soften
Nature’s Wrath, but Can It Ever Be Enough?: After a typhoon’s record-breaking rains breached
dozens of levees, the country is wondering whether even the costliest systems can be futureproofed for the age of climate change," The New York Times, October 16, 2019,
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/10/16/world/asia/japan-typhoon-hagibis.html).
Extreme drought and poor water management have left half of the 4.5 million residents
of Harare, capital of
Zimbabwe, with running water only once a week (Patrick
Kingsley and Jeffrey Moyo, "In Zimbabwe, the Water Taps Run Dry and Worsen ‘a Nightmare’,"
The New York Times, July 31, 2019, https://www.nytimes.com/2019/07/31/world/africa/zimbabwe131

water-crisis.html).
Livia Albeck-Ripka, "As Water Runs Low, Can Life in the Outback Go On?: In
Australia’s vast interior, rivers and lakes are disappearing. 'We’re starting to glimpse what the
future is going to be like,' one scientist said," The New York Times, December 8, 2019,
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/12/08/world/australia/water-drought-climate.html, reported, "As a
crippling drought and mismanagement have left more than a dozen Australian towns and
villages without a reliable source of water, the country is beginning to confront a question
that strikes at its very identity: Is life in Australia’s vast interior compatible with the age of
climate change?"
Christopher Flavelle, "Climate Change Threatens the World’s Food Supply, United Nations
Warns,"
The
NewYork
Times,
August
8,
2019,
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/08/08/climate/climate-change-food-supply.html, reported, "The
world’s land and water resources are being exploited at 'unprecedented rates,' a new United
Nations report warns, which combined with climate change is putting dire pressure on the
ability of humanity to feed itself."
The report put together by over 100 specialists from 52 nations finds that the initial
problem is overuse, misuse and conflicting use of land as populations increase. Some of the
initial problem is development encroaching on lands that can be used for farming and
grazing. This includes taking land out of food production for palm oil and other biofood
production as well as from urban sprawl. All of this is being greatly exacerbated by global
warming induced climate change bringing drought, flooding and changes in weather patterns
throwing farming out of sync with the weather. This sometimes changes what crops can be
grown well, if at all, where, and when to plant and take various steps in the agricultural process.
Since the change is continual and variable, along with the local weather, it often becomes
unpredictable for agriculturalists what to do when. On top of that, the extreme weather may
suddenly seriously damage, destroy, or make impossible even the best timed actions, such as being
unable to plant at the proper moment because of extreme flooding.
The world food situation is already seriously deteriorating with 10% of the planet's
population undernourished, and many being forced to migrate because of long term
agricultural failure, as has occurred in El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras, Syria, a number
of areas in Africa and other places. Unless significant appropriate action is taken soon, the
reduction of agricultural lands will continue increasing food insecurity and escalating the
number of climate refugees. There is a clear danger that food crises could occur
simultaneously on several continents causing world-wide food shortages, deaths and suffering
amid economic chaos and civil unrest bringing political and violent conflict. The report found
that currently half-billion people live in locations turning into desert, while soil is being lost
between 10 and 100 times more rapidly than it is forming.
"The report also offered a measure of hope, laying out pathways to addressing the
looming food crisis, though they would require a major re-evaluation of land use and
agriculture worldwide as well as consumer behavior. Proposals include increasing the
productivity of land, wasting less food and persuading more people to shift their diets away
from cattle and other types of meat."
The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change released the summary report on August 8,
2019. The summary report is available at: https://www.ipcc.ch/site/assets/uploads/2019/08/4.SPM_Approved_Microsite_FINAL.pdf.
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Jake Johnson, "To Prevent 'Climate Apartheid Scenario' Where Rich Escape and Poor
Suffer, UN Report Issues Urgent Call for Global Economic Justice: 'While people in poverty are
responsible for just a fraction of global emissions, they will bear the brunt of climate change, and
have the least capacity to protect themselves,'" Common Dreams, June 25, 2019,
https://www.commondreams.org/news/2019/06/25/prevent-climate-apartheid-scenario-where-richescape-and-poor-suffer-un-report?cdorigin=rss&utm_term=To%20Prevent%20%27Climate%20Apartheid%20Scenario%27%20Where
%20Rich%20Escape%20and%20Poor%20Suffer%2C%20UN%20Report%20Issues%20Urgent%2
0Call%20for%20Global%20Economic%20Justice&utm_campaign=Daily%20Newsletter&utm_co
ntent=email&utm_source=Daily%20Newsletter&utm_medium=email#, reported, "A scathing
United Nations report released Tuesday warned that the world is hurtling toward a 'climate
apartheid scenario' in which the wealthiest members of society will be able to buy their way
to safety while hundreds of millions suffer from environmental catastrophe.
'Economic prosperity and environmental sustainability are fully compatible but
require decoupling economic well-being and poverty reduction from fossil fuel emissions."
—Philip Alston, U.N. special rapporteur
'Perversely, while people in poverty are responsible for just a fraction of global emissions,
they will bear the brunt of climate change, and have the least capacity to protect themselves,' U.N.
special rapporteur Philip Alston, author of the new report, said in a statement.
Even if warming is held to 1.5°C by the end of the century, Alston said, 'tens of millions will be
impoverished, leading to widespread displacement and hunger.'
Alston's 21-page report (pdf), which will be presented to the U.N. human rights council on
Friday, predicts that millions of people across the planet could 'face malnutrition due to
devastating drought" over the next few decades due to the climate crisis, 'and many more will
have to choose between starvation and migration'
To prevent this nightmare scenario, the report calls for 'a fundamental shift in the global
economy' aimed at protecting vulnerable populations from climate impacts while dramatically
slashing carbon emissions.
'Maintaining the current course is a recipe for economic catastrophe,' Alston said in a
statement. 'Economic prosperity and environmental sustainability are fully compatible but require
decoupling economic well-being and poverty reduction from fossil fuel emissions.'
'Climate change... could push more than 120 million more people into poverty by 2030 and
will have the most severe impact in poor countries, regions, and the places poor people live and
work,' Alston added. 'We risk a 'climate apartheid' scenario where the wealthy pay to escape
overheating, hunger, and conflict while the rest of the world is left to suffer.'
The report specifically calls for a 'robust social safety net and a well-managed
transition to a green economy' and points to growing support for the Green New Deal in the
United States and other nations as a positive development.
But there is alarming evidence that many countries are moving in the wrong direction. The report
highlights U.S. President Donald Trump's efforts to roll back environmental regulations and
Brazilian President Jair Bolsonaro's deforestation in the Amazon as two prominent examples.
'Time is running out to limit global warming,' the report warns, 'and states are failing
to meet even their current inadequate commitments.'
Alston closes his report with a harsh assessment of U.N. human rights bodies, which he accuses of
pushing "forms of incremental managerialism and proceduralism which are entirely
disproportionate to the urgency and magnitude of the threat."
'Ticking boxes,' the report states, 'will not save humanity or the planet from impending
disaster.'
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Bengt Halvorson, "Free fast charging, Audi Q5 plug-in hybrid drive, gas and diesel bans:
Today’s
Car
News,"
Green
Car
Reports,
October
8,
2019,
https://www.greencarreports.com/news/1125426_free-fast-charging-audi-q5-plug-in-hybrid-drivegas-and-diesel-bans-today-s-car-news, reported, "The number of nations looking to phase out
internal combustion engines continues to grow. A U.S. company is moving ahead with a plan to
provide fast charging for free. Tesla is signaling another stage of intent for developing its own
battery tech. And we drive an important supporting model in Audi’s transition to electric."
"Volta, the California-based company aiming to provide free DC fast charging that’s ad
supported, reports that its first hardware will be up and running later this month.
Denmark has revived a proposal to ban gas and diesel vehicles, and it has an alliance
with nine other countries to set timetables for sunsetting internal combustion. Meanwhile the
UK is looking to accelerate its own bans.
Tesla has quietly acquired a Canadian battery manufacturer, and it’s the latest, strongest
signal that the electric-car maker plans to develop its own future battery technology. "
"And the number of vehicle brands not considering a fully electric model is dwindling by
the day."
Eoin Higgins, "Study of Massive Smoke Cloud From 2017 Wildfires Offers Terrifying Hint
of How Even Small Nuclear War Would Escalate Climate Crises: Scientists warn a nuclear war
could 'cause climate change unprecedented in recorded human history and global food crises,'"
Common Dreams, August 8, 2019, https://www.commondreams.org/news/2019/08/08/studymassive-smoke-cloud-2017-wildfires-offers-terrifying-hint-how-even-small?cdorigin=rss&utm_term=AO&utm_campaign=Daily%20Newsletter&utm_content=email&utm_sour
ce=Daily%20Newsletter&utm_medium=Email, reported, "An enormous cloud of smoke from
intense wildfires drifted over northern Canada on August 15, 2017. The image is a mosaic
composed from several satellite overpasses because the affected area was so large. (Image: NASA
Earth Observatory)
If—or, depending on your outlook, when—the world ever endures a nuclear war,
scientists have an inkling of what the environmental effects could be thanks to devastating
Canadian wildfires from 2017.
According to a new Rutgers University study published Thursday in Science Magazine,
wildfires in British Columbia in August 2017 expelled so much smoke into the atmosphere that
the pyrocumulonimbus (pyroCb) cloud sat in the upper atmosphere for eight months. Soot in
the cloud was heated by solar radiation and lifted the cloud higher into the sky, combining
with the dry air in the north to keep the cloud aloft until the next spring.
'This process of injecting soot into the stratosphere and seeing it extend its lifetime by
self-lofting, was previously modeled as a consequence of nuclear winter in the case of an allout war between the United States and Russia, in which smoke from burning cities would
change the global climate,' study co-author and professor in the Department of Environmental
Sciences at Rutgers University–New Brunswick Alan Robock said in a press release announcing
the findings.
Not that the world's two most powerful militaries need to be involved—a relatively lowlevel nuclear war between India and Pakistan, for example, could 'cause climate change
unprecedented in recorded human history and global food crises,' said Robock.
The study used the smoke from the wildfires as a model, but the scale of smoke in the
atmosphere from an all out nuclear war would be orders of magnitude greater.
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The smoke cloud contained only about 0.3 million tons of soot, while a nuclear war
between India and Pakistan could produce 15 million tons and a U.S. vs. Russia war could generate
150 million tons. Still, the scientists validated their previous theories and the climate model they're
using for ongoing research on nuclear war impacts by studying the wildfire, according to Robock.
On Monday, Common Dreams reported on two potential crises going on right now that
could result in nuclear conflagration: the dismantling of the 32 year-old Intermediate-Range
Nuclear Forces Treaty between Russia and the U.S. and rising tensions between India and
Pakistan—and, reportedly, China, another nuclear-armed state—over the territory of
Kashmir.
Referring to the destruction of the INF treaty, Kate Hudson, general secretary of the U.K.based Campaing for Nuclear Disarmament, said that it did not bode well for peace.
'It's a game of nuclear tit for tat," said Hudson, "in which there can be no winners as the
threat of nuclear war rises.'
Our work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-Share Alike 3.0 License."
[In the case of a nuclear war, sufficiently large and intense conventional war, or sufficiently
large sending up a great deal of smoke, and or a great enough event sending up sufficient dust high
in the atmosphere (as in a supper volcanic eruption), the result would be climate change in the
opposite direction of global warming: rapid cooling. Thus a nuclear war with 200 hydrogen bomb
explosions would quickly bring on a nuclear winter of several years with temperatures falling
below freezing around much of the Earth, destroying almost all agriculture for a number of years.
A smaller nuclear exchange would have less far reaching impacts on climate, but the Canadian
fires indicate the impact would still be terrible world-wide. With larger conventional weapons now
available, even a fairly large-scale conventional war could create a climate disaster. It may well be
that the large-scale bombing and other actions in Europe in World War II contributed significantly
for the winters at the end of the war being unusually cold.]
In Thailand, numerous plants are salvaging what can be reused from old electronic
equipment. The process is dangerous for workers and sends toxic smoke across the countryside
(Hannah Beech and Ryn Jirenuwat, "The Price of Recycling Old Laptops: Toxic Fumes in
Thailand’s Lungs: The e-waste industry is booming in Southeast Asia, frightening residents worried
for their health. Despite a ban on imports, Thailand is a center of the business," The New York Times,
December 8, 2019, https://www.nytimes.com/2019/12/08/world/asia/e-waste-thailand-southeastasia.html).
Jessica Corbett, "'Biggest Crisis No One Is Talking About': Quarter of Humanity Faces
'Extremely High Water Stress' Intensified by Climate Emergency: 'A new generation of solutions is
emerging, but nowhere near fast enough,'" Common Dreams, August 6. 2019,
https://www.commondreams.org/news/2019/08/06/biggest-crisis-no-one-talking-about-quarterhumanity-faces-extremely-high-water?cdorigin=rss&utm_term=AO&utm_campaign=Daily%20Newsletter&utm_content=email&utm_sour
ce=Daily%20Newsletter&utm_medium=Email, reported, "An analysis released Tuesday warns that
17 countries which are collectively home to a quarter of the global population face 'extremely
high water stress' that is on track to get worse—particularly because of the human-caused
climate emergency.
The data is part of the World Resources Institute's (WRI) Aqueduct Water Risk Atlas, a
publicly available database and interactive tool designed to enhance global understanding of water
scarcity, which WRI calls 'one of the defining issues of the 21st century.'
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'The newly updated Aqueduct tools allow users to better see and understand water risks and
make smart decisions to manage them,' WRI president and CEO Andrew Steer said in a statement.
'A new generation of solutions is emerging, but nowhere near fast enough. Failure to act will
be massively expensive in human lives and livelihoods.'
'Water stress is the biggest crisis no one is talking about,' said Steer. 'Its consequences
are in plain sight in the form of food insecurity, conflict and migration, and financial instability.'
The WRI statement noted that 'the world has seen a string of water crises in recent
years, as what's now known as 'Day Zero'—the day when the taps run dry—has threatened
major cities from Cape Town to São Paolo to Chennai.'
Betsy Otto, who directs WRI's global water program, told The New York Times that 'we're
likely to see more of these Day Zeros in the future.'
Otto, speaking to The Guardian, added that 'our populations and economies are growing
and demanding more water. But our supply is threatened by climate change, water waste,
and pollution.'
In a blog post announcing the new data, WRI outlined three ways that communities and
countries around the world can reduce water stress, regardless of where they rank on the
group's list:
Increase agricultural efficiency by using seeds and irrigation techniques that require
less water, investing in developing technology that improves farming, and cutting back on
food loss and waste;
Invest in 'grey' and 'green' infrasturcture, improving everything from pipes and
treatment plants to wetlands and watersheds.
Treat, reuse, and recycle 'wastewater.'
The blog explained that countries rank at WRI's highest level for water stress if their
'irrigated agriculture, industries, and municipalities withdraw more than 80 percent of their
available supply on average every year.'
A dozen of the top-ranked countries are located in the Middle East and North Africa. 'The
region is hot and dry, so water supply is low to begin with,' wrote WRI, 'but growing demands have
pushed countries further into extreme stress.'
India, which has a population exceeding 1.3 billion, also ranks among the most waterstressed nations.
Shashi Shekhar—former secretary of India's Ministry of Water Resources and a senior
fellow at WRI India—noted that 'the recent water crisis in Chennai gained global attention, but
various areas in India are experiencing chronic water stress as well.'
'India can manage its water risk with the help of reliable and robust data pertaining
to rainfall, surface, and groundwater to develop strategies that strengthen resilience,' Shekhar
said. 'Aqueduct can help identify and prioritize water risks in India and around the world.'
Behind the 17 nations at WRI's top level are 44 countries—collectively home to
another third of the world's population—that face 'high' water stress, withdrawing on
average more than 40 percent of their available supply annually.
However, as WRI's blog post pointed out, 'pockets of extreme water stress exist even in
countries with low overall water stress.'
'For example, South Africa and the United States rank #48 and #71 on WRI's list,
respectively, yet the Western Cape (the state home to Cape Town) and New Mexico
experience extremely high stress levels,' the group explained. 'The populations in these two
states rival those of entire nations on the list of most water-stressed countries.'
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'The data is clear: There are undeniably worrying trends in water,' WRI concluded. 'But by
taking action now and investing in better management, we can solve water issues for the good of
people, economies and the planet.'
See the group's full ranking—which is based on United Nations member countries and does
not include some small island nations due to model limitations—below:
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Our work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-Share Alike 3.0 License."
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Kendra Chamberlain, "Groundwater levels on the rebound in Albuquerque," New Mexico
Political Report, August 7, 2019, http://nmpoliticalreport.com/2019/08/07/groundwater-levels-areon-the-rebound-in-albuquerque/?mc_cid=a4713b2c93&mc_eid=826ba2a634, reported that while
groundwater levels around Albuquerque, NM have been rising for a number of years, "Depleting
groundwater across the country,
Groundwater levels have dropped significantly across much of the West in recent
years, impacting food production and drinking water access. Aquifers are being pumped dry
in an effort to meet demand for water as populations boom throughout the West."
Saltwater desalinization is increasing internationally as a partial way to solve
shortages of good water. The main difficulty is that to date, it remains very expensive,
practical only for wealthy areas and countries (Henry Fountain, "The World Can Make More
Water From the Sea, but at What Cost?" The New York Times, October 23,
2019, https://www.nytimes.com/2019/10/22/climate/desalination-water-climate-change.html).
There are thousands of potential Flint, MIs in the U.S. In California, Jose A. Del Real,
"The Crisis Lurking in Californians’ Taps: How 1,000 Water Systems May Be at Risk: The
troubled districts, which operate in mostly poor areas on thin budgets, receive little oversight and
face
a
host
of
problems,"
The
New
York
Times,
July
24,
2019,
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/07/24/us/the-crisis-lurking-in-californians-taps-how-1000-watersystems-may-be-at-risk.html, reported, "As many as 1,000 community water systems in
California may be at high risk of failing to deliver potable water — one out of every three —
according to a previously undisclosed estimate by senior officials at the California State Water
Resources Control Board, which regulates drinking water. These troubled districts, which
include Sativa, often operate in mostly poor areas on thin budgets. With little oversight, they
face problems ranging from bankruptcy to sudden interruptions in water capacity, to
harmful toxins being delivered through taps."
Jose A. Del Real, "How Racism Ripples Through Rural California’s Pipes: In the 20th
century, California’s black farmworkers settled in waterless colonies. The history endures
underground, through old pipes, dry wells and shoddy septic tanks," The New York Times,
November 29, 2019, https://www.nytimes.com/2019/11/29/us/water-racism-california.html,
reported, "Amid a vast migration during the early 20th century, tens of thousands of black people
like Ms. Beavers came to California’s farm country from far-off states in the Cotton Belt and the
Dust Bowl.
And as in other parts of the United States, black migrants were met with Jim Crow-style
racism: 'Whites Only'signs, curfews and discriminatory practices by banks. Often, the only places
black families could settle were on arid acres on the outskirts of cultivated farmland — places like
Teviston, the all-black colony where Ms. Beavers raised 12 children in “a two-bedroom shack”
with no bathrooms or running water."
Today, the legacy of segregation in the Central Valley reverberates underground, through
old pipes, dry wells and soil tainted by shoddy septic systems."
Emma G. Fitzsimmons, "In Echo of Flint Lead Crisis, Newark Offers Bottled Water: Federal
officials warned that home filters provided by the city were not enough," The New York Times,
August 11, 2019, https://www.nytimes.com/2019/08/11/nyregion/newark-water-lead.html, reported
that officials in Newark, NJ had been slow to admit that the city had a serious problem with led
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in much of its drinking water. "two days after a scathing letter from the E.P.A. raised concerns
about the safety of the city’s drinking water — officials said they would start offering bottled
water to residents.
Gov. Philip D. Murphy of New Jersey and Newark’s mayor, Ras Baraka, said in a
joint statement that they would provide bottled water at four local centers, starting as early
as Monday afternoon." Filters had been distributed earlier, but were ineffective. Some
285,000 people were involved.
Coral Davenport, "New E.P.A. Lead Standards Would Slow Replacement of Dangerous
Pipes," The New York Times, October 10, 2019, https://www.nytimes.com/2019/10/10/climate/epalead-water-pipes.html, reported, "The Trump administration on Thursday proposed new regulations
on lead and copper in drinking water, updating a nearly 30-year-old rule that may have contributed
to the lead-tainted water crisis in Flint, Mich., that began in 2015.
The draft plan, announced by the Environmental Protection Agency administrator,
Andrew Wheeler, at a news conference in Green Bay, Wis., includes some provisions
designed to strengthen oversight of lead in drinking water. But it skips a pricey safety
proposal advocated by public health groups and water utilities: the immediate replacement of
six million lead pipes that connect homes to main water pipes. The proposed new rule would
also more than double the amount of time allotted to replace lead pipes in water systems that
contain high levels of lead."
The Hopi Nation is being told by EPA that it must pay a $3800 fine for failing to
follow through on a 2016 agreement to reduce arsenic content to a safe level in the drinking
water at the Hopi Cultural Center at Second Mesa, AZ (Donovan Quintero, "Hopi penalized for
safe drinking water violations," Navajo Times, November 22, 2019).
American Indians have the largest percent of their population of any group without
direct access to safe drinking water. 58 Native households per 1000 do not have indoor
plumbing, compared to 3 per 1000 white households. This is particularly a problem on the
Navajo Reservation. Meanwhile 44 million people across the U.S. are served by water systems
that recently were found to have safe drinking water violations (Laura Morales, "Native
Americans have the most difficulty accessing safe water, report says," Navajo Times, November
22, 2019).
In West Kaua'i and Moloka'i HI, where numerous Native Hawaiian and other
residents have suffered from serious health problems from overuse of toxic pesticides in
nearby fields, EPA has agreed to stricter enforcement of pesticide regulations in response to a
suite by Earth Justice (Earth Justice, earthjustice.org).
Andrea Germanos, "Putting 'Health of All Species' in Danger, Trump EPA Proposal Guts
Restrictions on Toxic Herbicide Linked to Birth Defects: 'The pro-industry zealots now running the
EPA's pesticide office are making a mockery of science and eliminating key safety measures, all
for
company
profits,'"
Common
Dreams,
November
15,
2019,
https://www.commondreams.org/news/2019/11/15/putting-health-all-species-danger-trump-epaproposal-guts-restrictions-toxic?cdorigin=rss&utm_term=AO&utm_campaign=Daily%20Newsletter&utm_content=email&utm_sour
ce=Daily%20Newsletter&utm_medium=Email, reported, "Environmental and public health
advocacy groups expressed alarm Friday after the Trump administration moved to increase
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the allowable level in U.S. waterways of a common herbicide linked to
hermaphroditic amphibians and birth defects, cancer, and other harmful health effects in
humans.
At issue in the proposal posted yesterday by the EPA is the threshold level of atrazine,
the second most widely used herbicide in the U.S. Manufactured by Syngenta, atrazine is
primarily used in agriculture as a weedkiller on crops. It is not authorized for use in the
European Union, as the body said there wasn't enough data to prove it wouldn't have a
harmful effect on groundwater.
'Human exposure to atrazine is linked to a number of serious health effects,' according to a
factsheet from Pesticide Action Network. 'A potent endocrine disrupter, atrazine interferes with
hormonal activity of animals and humans at extremely low doses.'
The proposed change, said Nathan Donley, a senior scientist at the Center for Biological
Diversity, 'will likely lead to an increase in atrazine in drinking water, particularly in the
Midwest.'
As Donley's group and Environmental Working Group (EWG) explain in a press statement,
the proposal regards what the EPA calls the Concentration Equivalent Level of Concern (CELOC).
'Atrazine levels above this threshold require mitigations to bring the water body back into
compliance. Below, this level, no action is required,' as Donley said in tweet.
Trump's EPA is proposing bumping up the level to a 60-day average concentration of
15 parts per billion (ppb) of atrazine, 50% higher than the current level of 10 ppb. In 2016
the agency proposed a level of just 3.4 ppb, but that Obama-era assessment, according to
Trump's EPA, was 'fundamentally flawed' and failed to take into consideration 'the relevance of the
individual studies.'
Driving the push towards higher acceptable levels of atrazine, according to EWG and the
Center, is the administration's goal of appeasing Big Ag and the pesticide industry.
'To please Syngenta, the Trump EPA has rejected decades of independent research
showing atrazine can't be safely used at any level,' said Donley. 'The pro-industry zealots now
running the EPA's pesticide office are making a mockery of science and eliminating key safety
measures, all for company profits.'
Olga Naidenko, EWG's vice president for science investigations, warned of the possible
impacts to children.
'Atrazine sprayed on the fields ends up in our drinking water and affects the development of
the fetus,' said Naidenko. Thus, she said, the proposal should provoke 'outrage' as it 'will lead to
more children being exposed to this toxic chemical.'
'With Trump's EPA reversing even the most commonsense protections,' added Donley, 'our
health, and the health of all species, is in serious danger.'
Our work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-Share Alike 3.0 License."
Eric Lipton, "Government Studying Widely Used Chemicals Linked to Health Issues: The
class of chemicals, known as PFAS, was used in nonstick pans, stain-resistant clothes and
firefighting foam and is found in drinking water in some places," The New York Times,
December
5,
2019,
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/12/05/us/politics/pfas-watercontamination.html, reported, "Two decades after concern emerged about a class of chemicals
used in everything from Teflon pans to firefighting foam, the federal government has started
the first in a series of detailed studies of the impact the chemicals have had on human health.
The goal is to determine what role the chemicals, known generally as PFAS, play in a
long list of health conditions including thyroid, kidney, liver, cardiovascular and autoimmune
diseases, among other ailments. The studies will involve thousands of adults and children in
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eight communities nationwide, and the findings will help determine just how extensive of a
cleanup is necessary at sites where groundwater or drinking water supplies have been
contaminated."
"Decision: In the 11th Hour, Court Halts Copper Mine from Desecrating Native
American
Tribes’
Ancestral
Grounds,"
Earth
Justice,
July31,
2019,
https://earthjustice.org/library/Rosemont, reported, "The Tohono O’odham Nation, the Pascua
Yaqui Tribe, and the Hopi Tribe asked a federal judge to stop destruction set to wipe out
Tribes’ irreplaceable heritage in mere months." The court ordered the Rosemont copper
mine project stopped.
According to the Court Opinion, Center for Biological Diversity, et al., Plaintiffs, v. United
States Fish and Wildlife Service, et al., Defendants, In the United States District Court for Arizona,
Case
4:17-cv-00475-JAS
Document
248
Filed
07/31/19,
https://earthjustice.org/sites/default/files/files/Rosemont%20MSJ%20opinion%207%2031%2019.p
df, the mine's "circular pit will measure approximately 3,000 feet in depth and 6,000 feet in
3

diameter. In the course of digging through 3,000 feet of geologic material, Rosemont will
penetrate the wall of the groundwater table lying beneath the Santa Rita Mountains and will need to
pump groundwater out of the pit to continue their mining operations. After Rosemont ceases its
mining operations in 20 to 25 years, Rosemont will turn off the pumps, and the pit will then act as a
hydraulic sink such that the pit will fill with groundwater. To gain access to the valuable copper,
molybdenum, and silver in the ore, Rosemont will have to extract approximately 1.2 billion tons
of waste rock (i.e., geologic material without economic value) and approximately 700 million
tons of tailings (i.e., waste material left over after extracting the valuable fraction from the
uneconomic fraction of the ore) (collectively “1.9 billion tons of waste”). The Rosemont Mine
will impact approximately 3,653 acres of the Coronado National Forest. Outside of the 955acre pit, Rosemont will dump approximately 1.9 billion tons of its waste on approximately 2,447
acres4 of the Coronado National Forest." The court found that "Mine would be:
Inconsistent with standards and guidelines [of the Forest Plan] related to the
following:
Maintenance, rehabilitation, and enhancement of visual resources Protection of
cultural
resources
Maintenance and improvement of wildlife habitat
Maintenance and protection of existing riparian resources Maintenance of wildlife and plant
diversity
Maintaining buffers around watering and feeding areas Retention of riparian area
Amount of riparian area
Diversity of riparian species
Maintenance of riparian area productivity Minimizing soil damage
...
Maintenance of vegetative structure
Loss of horizonal structure
Loss of vertical structure
Delisting threatened and endangered species and reoccupying historic habitat"
A large number of tribal historical sites would have been lost if the mine had been
initiated.
Maria Abi-Habib and Salman Masood, "Pakistan Blames India for Its Air Pollution. Its
Citizens Disagree: Pakistan’s minister for climate change blames India for toxic smog. But
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residents of Lahore, one of the world’s most polluted cities, blame their country’s government, ,
November 22, 2019, https://www.nytimes.com/2019/11/22/world/asia/pakistan-lahore-airpollution.html, reported, "A new front in the decades-long rivalry between India and Pakistan
has emerged: which country is more responsible for the choking air pollution that straddles
their shared, hostile border.
As residents of Lahore, Pakistan’s second-largest city, complained of shortness of breath,
stinging eyes and nausea from thick, acrid smog that they compare to living in the smoke of a camp
fire, the country’s minister of state for climate change smelled a conspiracy."
"On many winter days, Lahore competes with India’s capital, Delhi, for the unflattering
distinction of the world’s most polluted city. But while Delhi has slowly woken up to the
danger of its hazardous air quality and put in place some — although not enough —
government action to tackle it, Lahore has been much slower to respond, let alone recognize
the problem."
Rick Rojas, "After a Giant Ship Goes Belly Up, Many Fear a Shoreline Is Next: The 656foot vessel started capsizing in September, stirring concerns about the pollution creeping into the
waterways. A shipping vessel called the Golden Ray has been capsizing off the Georgia shore since
September, stirring fears of oil and fuel pollution," The New York Times, November 16, 2019,
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/11/16/us/golden-ray-cargo-ship-georgia.html, reported, "The
656-foot vessel, called the Golden Ray, has been lying since early September off a slice of the
Georgia coast specked with resorts and sprawling high-dollar homes. It has made for a
jarring sight that has left many in the community unsettled by what it will ultimately mean
for the economy and environment"
"The shipping vessel started to capsize September 8 after a fire broke out on board.
The signs of environmental damage were soon evident. Smoke clouded the sound and oil and
fuel washed onto the shore. A dark horizontal band has been left on a long stretch of
shoreline, a marker of the pollutants carried in by the high tides.
Officials have since worked to stanch pollution and piece together a plan for dealing with
the wreckage. More than 400 people and 70 vessels, along with some 51,000 feet of containment
boom, have been deployed as part of the response, which is being handled jointly by the United
States Coast Guard, the Georgia Department of Natural Resources and Gallagher Marine Systems,
the contractor operating the ship for Hyundai."
China is in the process of building a complex of 11 dams on the lower Mekong River
and 300 more on its tributaries in and impacting Thailand, Cambodia, Laos and Vietnam
along with roads and other infrastructure. Chinese projections are that the project will bring
$30 million in benefits to the poor countries, and help China boost its slowing economy. But
many villages will be flooded, the dam will disrupt the river's ecosystem, including its fish
migration, and stop the flow of 97% nourishing sediment to the Mekong Delta that supports
its agriculture. In Cambodia, its 16 million people receive 80% of their protein from the
Mekong, which the dams would greatly reduce. An analysis by a commission of the four
countries, which China has refused to join, predicts the dams will cause those nations a $7
billion loss, and that may be an under estimate (Hannah Beech, "‘Our River Was Like a God’:
How Dams and China’s Might Imperil the Mekong," The New York Times, October 12, 2019,
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/10/12/world/asia/mekong-river-dams-china.html).
Wild Earth Guardians, "Forest Service Halts Massive Logging and Road Building Project,"
reported, June 21, 2019, https://wildearthguardians.org/press-releases/u-s-forest-service-pulls143

medicine-bow-landscape-analysis-vegetation-project/, "Yesterday, we learned that, thanks to
Guardians and allies, the Forest Service put the brakes on perhaps the largest logging and
road building project in Wyoming’s history, the massive Landscape Analysis Vegetation
(LaVA) Project.
Located on the Medicine Bow National Forest, this project covered 850,000 acres and
would have logged 360,000 acres, including 123,000 acres across 25 different Roadless Areas. It
would also have included punching in 600 miles of temporary roads that rarely get completely
removed.
The Forest Service failed to provide the necessary details in its general analysis
required under the National Environmental Policy Act, such as where it would build the
roads or where it would actually log trees. Instead, with this 'leap first, look later' approach,
the agency said it would determine these crucial details after approval. By halting the project,
we hope forest officials now understand they cannot continue to propose these massive
projects that circumvent our laws to protect the environment and wildlife habitat."
Christopher Flavelle, "With More Storms and Rising Seas, Which U.S. Cities Should Be
Saved
First?"
The
New
York
Times,
June
19,
2019,
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/06/19/climate/seawalls-cities-cost-climate-change.html , reported,
"As disaster costs keep rising nationwide, a troubling new debate has become urgent: If
there’s not enough money to protect every coastal community from the effects of humancaused global warming, how should we decide which ones to save first?
After three years of brutal flooding and hurricanes in the United States, there is
growing consensus among policymakers and scientists that coastal areas will require
significant spending to ride out future storms and rising sea levels — not in decades, but now
and in the very near future. There is also a growing realization that some communities, even
sizable ones, will be left behind."
Lisa Friedman, "E.P.A. Won’t Ban Chlorpyrifos, Pesticide Tied to Children’s Health
Problems," The New York Times, July 18, 2019, https://www.nytimes.com/2019/07/18/climate/epachlorpyrifos-pesticide-ban.html, reported, "The Trump administration took a major step to
weaken the regulation of toxic chemicals on Thursday when the Environmental Protection
Agency announced that it would not ban a widely used pesticide that its own experts have
linked to serious health problems in children."
Kendra Chamberlain, "Environment," New Mexico Environmental Report," December 12,
2019,
https://mailchi.mp/nmpoliticalreport.com/environment-wrap-up-470789?e=cde7993ced,
reported "EPA moves forward with sodium cyanide bomb rule: After retracting an earlier
interim decision on authorizing the use of sodium cyanide in devices such as sodium cyanide
bombs, also called M-44s, to kill predators that threaten livestock, the EPA released a new decision
on the issue last week. EPA Administrator Andrew Wheeler withdrew the agency’s interim
decision in mid-August, just a few weeks after it had been released. Wheeler said at the time the
issue 'warrants further analysis and additional discussions by EPA.' The revised interim decision is
more protective,” according to the EPA, but still allows the use of the bombs."
"EPA pulls out of Superfund cleanup in Española: The Environmental Protection
Agency announced it has finished funding the cleanup of a Superfund site in Española, [NM,] but
the agency is leaving behind a large plume of toxic chemicals. The EPA is using a bioremediation
process to eat away at the plume, which could take up to forty years to be completed, according to
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KRQE-TV: https://www.krqe.com/news/new-mexico/epas-decision-over-superfund-site-outragesnew-mexico-community/."
Coral Davenport, "Forest Service Backs an End to Limits on Roads in Alaska’s Tongass
Forest,"
The
New
York
Times,
October
15,
2019,
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/10/15/climate/tongass-forest-roads.html, reported, "The Trump
administration on Tuesday took a step toward opening up the pristine woodlands of Alaska’s
Tongass National Forest to logging and road construction, saying it would prefer an end to all
road-building restrictions throughout the forest."
Richard Pérez-Peña and Claire Moses, "Facing a Pollution Crisis, Netherlands Tells Drivers
to Slow Down: The government lowered the daytime speed limit on Dutch highways, to 62 miles
per hour, in an attempt to cut nitrogen pollution," The New York Times, November 14, 2019,
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/11/14/world/europe/netherlands-speed-limit.html, reported, "The
Dutch government has announced a sharp cut in highway speed limits and changes in
farming practices, as it struggles to address a pollution problem that threatens to become an
economic and political crisis.
The Netherlands’ top administrative court ruled in May that the country was in violation of
European Union pollution laws, a finding that threatened to block thousands of construction and
farming projects, which could bring much of the economy to a standstill."
"Some good news for bees: EPA bans 12 bee-killing pesticides," Environment New Mexico,
Vol. 13, No. 1, 2019, reported that in the settlement of a lawsuit brought by the Center for
Food Safety, EPA banned 12 neonicotinoid pesticides. This is a beginning, but others remain
legal and in use.
"Mexican Government Takes Action On Pesticides," International Indian Treaty Council
(IITC),
Via
E-mail
August
30,
2019,
http://hosted.verticalresponse.com/1383891/f6447b7b48/545554959/aa063f1824/, reported, "On
May 8th, 2018, the Mexican Government created the Inter-ministerial Group for the
Regulation of Pesticides, composed of the Secretariat of Environment and Natural Resources
(SEMARNAT) and several other Mexican government agencies. On May 31, 2019
representatives of the Mexican Government National Institute on Indigenous Peoples (INPI)
met with the Yaqui Traditional Authorities and IITC in Vicam, Sonora Mexico to discuss the
ongoing urgent need for the Mexican government to implement the 2015 recommendations
made to Mexico by the UN Committee on the Rights of the Child as a result of IITC’s
submission documenting the severe impacts on child and maternal health as a result of toxic
pesticides used in Rio Yaqui, many of which are banned in the countries that export them to
Mexico including the US and Germany. A follow-up letter sent by INPI’s Director Adelfo
Rufino Montez to a Commission member, cc’d to IITC and the Yaqui Authorities, on June 19,
2019, called attention to the need to implement the CRC recommendations (available at:
https://www.iitc.org/wp-content/uploads/Letter-from-INPI-re-CRC-Recommendations.pdf).
The letter from INPI affirmed that 'the use of highly dangerous pesticides has
significantly harmed the population of indigenous communities, as is the case of the Yaqui
People-Tribe of the State of Sonora, which presented the effects that its members have been
subjected to in the framework of the Meeting entitled, 'Human Rights Legal Review by the
United Nations Special Rapporteur on the implications for human rights of the
environmentally sound management and disposal of hazardous substances and wastes, and
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the United Nations Conventions on hazardous chemicals and wastes, in particular the
Rotterdam Convention'.
This Expert Group Meeting in Mexico City on 19–20 January 2019 available at:
https://www.iitc.org/wp-content/uploads/FOR-IMMEDIATE-RELEASE-UN-ExpertMeeting-2019-1.pdf), and in which INPI and several UN bodies participated, was co-hosted
by IITC, CADPI and FILAC and included presentations of community-based studies by
Indigenous Peoples from Rio Yaqui and other parts of Mexico, Argentina, Guatemala, Peru,
Boriken (Puerto Rico), Nicaragua, Arizona and New Mexico United States, Brazil (Amazon
region) and Alaska (Arctic region) [on the human rights and intergenerational health impacts
of environmental toxics]. The Rapporteur’s Study and Legal review will be presented to the UN
Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues and the UN General Assembly in 2020.
Andrea Carmen, IITC’s Executive Director stated the 'IITC expresses its deep appreciation
to all those who have contributed to the recognition by the United Nations of these urgent human
rights and environmental health violations and to the current government of Mexico for taking
steps to ensure that the CRC recommendations regarding toxic pesticides use in Rio Yaqui are
finally implemented. We also share the heartbreak of the families who have lost so many children
to this pernicious form of environmental violence which continues to enrich corporations at the
expense of Indigenous children, women and families in Rio Yaqui, elsewhere in Mexico and
around the world.'”
Lisa Friedman and Coral Davenport, "Curbs on Methane, Potent Greenhouse Gas, to Be
Relaxed
in
U.S."
The
New
York
Times,
August
29,
2019,
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/08/29/climate/epa-methane-greenhouse-gas.html, reported, "The
Trump administration laid out on Thursday a far-reaching plan to cut back on the regulation of
methane emissions, a major contributor to climate change.
The Environmental Protection Agency’s proposed rule aims to eliminate federal
requirements that oil and gas companies install technology to detect and fix methane leaks
from wells, pipelines and storage facilities. It would also reopen the question of whether the
E.P.A. had the legal authority to regulate methane as a pollutant.
The rollback plan is particularly notable because major energy companies have, in fact, spoken
out against it — joining automakers, electric utilities and other industrial giants that have opposed
other administration initiatives to dismantle climate-change and environmental rules."
One of the reasons that it makes sense for energy companies to support rules
preventing/reducing methane leaks is that these leaks cause them to lose valuable gas. If all energy
facilities are required to have them, there is no competitive loss from having them to save money.
Hiroko Tabuchi, "Despite Their Promises, Giant Energy Companies Burn Away Vast
Amounts
of
Natural
Gas,"
The
New
York
Times,
October
16,
2019,
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/10/16/climate/natural-gas-flaring-exxon-bp.html. "When leaders
from Exxon Mobil and BP gathered last month with other fossil-fuel executives to declare they
were serious about climate change, they cited progress in curbing an energy-wasting practice called
flaring — the intentional burning of natural gas as companies drill faster than pipelines can move
the energy away.
But in recent years, some of these same companies have significantly increased their
flaring, as well as the venting of natural gas and other potent greenhouse gases directly into
the atmosphere, according to data from the three largest shale-oil fields in the United States.
The practice has consequence for climate change because natural gas is a potent contributor
to global warming. It also wastes vast amounts of energy: Last year in Texas, venting and flaring
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in the Permian Basin oil field alone consumed more natural gas than states like Arizona and
South Carolina use in a year.
Exxon’s venting and flaring has surged since 2017 to record highs, both in absolute
terms and as a proportion of gas produced, the numbers show. Exxon flared or vented 70
percent more gas in 2018 than it did the previous year, according to the data, bringing an end to
several years of improvements."
Jake Johnson, "'It Happens Over and Over and Over and Over': Keystone Pipeline Leaks (at
Least) 383,000 Gallons of Crude Oil in North Dakota: 'History has shown us time and again that
there is no safe way to transport fossil fuels, and pipelines are no exception,'" Common Dreams,
October 31, 2019, https://www.commondreams.org/news/2019/10/31/it-happens-over-and-overand-over-and-over-keystone-pipeline-leaks-least-383000, reported, "Environmentalists were
outraged but not at all surprised to learn Thursday that the Keystone pipeline sprung yet
another massive leak, this time spilling 383,000 gallons of crude oil in North Dakota.
'I wish I could say I was shocked, but a major spill from the Keystone pipeline is exactly
what multiple experts predicted would happen,' Greenpeace USA senior research specialist Tim
Donaghy said in a statement. 'In fact, this is the fourth significant spill from the Keystone
pipeline in less than ten years of operation. History has shown us time and again that there is
no safe way to transport fossil fuels, and pipelines are no exception."
As 350.org founder Bill McKibben tweeted in response to the leak, 'It happens over and
over and over and over and over.'
The latest Keystone spill was first detected Tuesday night by TC Energy, the pipeline's
owner, and the extent of the damage to the surrounding areas is not yet known to the public.
According to Greenpeace, the leak 'is already the eighth-largest pipeline oil spill of the last
decade.'
Brent Nelson, emergency manager for Walsh County, North Dakota, told the local Grand
Forks Herald that the cleanup process could take months.
'The roads around the spill area have been closed to assist with the cleanup,' the
Herald reported. 'Walsh County Sheriff Ronald Jurgens asks the public to avoid the area so the
cleanup process can proceed. On-site security will stop and fine any driver ignoring the closed road
signs.'
TC Energy, previously known as TransCanada, denied that the spill had any impact on
drinking water, a claim that was met with skepticism.
Catherine Collentine, associate director of Sierra Club's Beyond Dirty Fuels initiative, said "this is
not the first time this pipeline has spilled toxic tar sands, and it won't be the last.'
'We've always said it's not a question of whether a pipeline will spill, but when,' said
Collentine, 'and once again TC Energy has made our case for us.'
Keystone's leak in North Dakota was detected just hours after the U.S. State
Department held a public hearing in Billings, Montana to solicit comments on the
department's new analysis (pdf) of the potential environmental impact of the Keystone XL
project.
The Trump administration has worked hard to approve and accelerate the project over the
protests and legal challenges of indigenous rights organizations and green groups.
Joye Braun, frontline community organizer with the Indigenous Environmental Network,
said the State Department meeting on Keystone XL 'seemed more like an industry showcase rather
than public comment hearing.'
'We stand firm in opposing this project as the latest spill is further evidence of just how
dangerous pipelines are,' said Braun.
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Our work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-Share Alike 3.0 License."
The Iowa Supreme Court, in late May 2019, affirmed the legality of building the
Dakota Access pipeline in the state (David Pitt, "Iowa Supreme Court, in late May 2019, affirmed
the legality of building the Dakota Access pipeline project," NFIC, June 2019).
Phillips 66 and Bridger Pipelines proposed the Liberty Pipeline, in June 2019, to move
fracked oil from North Dakota to Oklahoma (James MacPherson, "New $1.6 B pipeline proposed
to move North Dakota crude oil for Phillips 66 and Bridger Pipeline," News From Indian Country,
November 2019).
Julia Conley, "Climate Groups Applaud Newsom's Temporary Fracking Ban in California,
But Say Other 'Critical Next Steps' Still Needed: 'Relentless organizing' by climate action groups
across California forced the governor to call for a moratorium on fracking, 350.org co-founder Bill
McKibben
said."
Common
Dreams,
November
19,
2019,
https://www.commondreams.org/news/2019/11/19/climate-groups-applaud-newsoms-temporaryfracking-ban-california-say-other-critical?cdorigin=rss&utm_term=AO&utm_campaign=Daily%20Newsletter&utm_content=email&utm_sour
ce=Daily%20Newsletter&utm_medium=Email, reported, "Anti-fracking advocates were
cautiously optimistic Tuesday after California Gov. Gavin Newsom announced a moratorium
on fracking in the state and new steps to mitigate the disastrous public health effects that
extractive industries have on communities.
Author and 350.org co-founder Bill McKibben credited 'relentless organizing' with
pressuring the Democratic governor to ban—at least temporarily—the high-pressure steam
injection central to the fracking process and pledge to reverse the increase in drilling permits that's
taken place under Newsom's administration.
'It's not all that activists wanted, but that language is an important signal,' McKibben
wrote of the temporary fracking ban.
Newsom announced that, along with the fracking lease moratorium, the state would
also commission an independent audit of regulators tasked with overseeing the oil and gas
industries and would have federal scientists conduct third-party reviews of all drilling lease
requests going forward.
The state will also strengthen protections for communities near oil and gas wells.
'These are necessary steps to strengthen oversight of oil and gas extraction as we phase out
our dependence on fossil fuels and focus on clean energy sources,' Newsom said.
The governor's response to years of anti-fracking campaigning in California shows 'that the
future of climate leadership means saying 'no' to the fossil fuel industry's dreams of endless
expansion,' said Stephen Kretzmann, executive director at Oil Change International.
'As the world's fifth-largest economy and home to substantial fossil fuel extraction,
California has a responsibility to model a just transition away from fossil fuels in line with the scale
of action needed to address our climate crisis,' Kretzmann said. 'Phasing out existing extraction
that's too close to communities, stopping all new permits that expand drilling, and investing
adequate resources to ensure nobody is left behind in the transition to a renewable economy are
critical next steps.'
Oil Change International and other groups emphasized, however, that a full ban on fracking
is needed.
'Since Governor Newsom took office, thousands of new drilling permits have been
issued,' said Alexandra Nagy, California state director for Food and Water Action. 'We urge
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Governor Newsom to immediately institute a complete ban on fracking, stop issuing new drilling
permits—which have been increasing under his administration—and use his executive authority to
protect communities across the state now.'
While Tuesday's announcement certainly represents progress, said Nagy, 'much more
should be done to address oil and gas issues in California.'
Our work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-Share Alike 3.0 License."
A rush to frack and extract natural gas has produced a glut dropping the price of
natural gas so low oil and gas company profits are dropping and they are closing down many
fracking operations - at least for now. Other factors are also impacting gas and oil firms as
evidenced by Chevron reducing its statement of assets by many billions of dollars. One factor is
that with the risks of investing in gas and oil rising, it is harder to attract investors. That may
cut back future production (Clifford Krauss, "Natural Gas Boom Fizzles as a U.S. Glut Sinks
Profits: Chevron’s multibillion-dollar write-down of gas assets is the most recent sign that the
gas supply has far outstripped demand," The New York Times, December 12, 2019,
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/12/11/business/energy-environment/natural-gas-shale-chevron.html).
Elian Peltier,"U.K. Halts Fracking in England, Citing Quake Concerns: Boris Johnson’s
government, which is preparing for a general election, said the ban would be in place until there
was “compelling new evidence” that it could be carried out safely," The New York Times,
November 2, 2019, https://www.nytimes.com/2019/11/02/world/europe/uk-fracking.html, reported,
"Prime Minister Boris Johnson once hailed fracking as 'glorious news for humanity,' and said the
British government should 'leave no stone unturned, or unfracked.'
But in a major U-turn, Mr. Johnson’s government announced on Saturday that it would
temporarily halt fracking in the only active site in Britain, in northwestern England. The
move came after a government agency, the Oil and Gas Authority, concluded this past
week that it could not rule out 'unacceptable' consequences for people living near fracking
sites, including pollution risks and earthquake-related damage."
The Audubon Society, in agreement with numerous other environmental and civic
organizations, reported, August 8, 2019, https://www.audubon.org/news/us-forest-service-movingroll-back-environmental-review-and-public-input?ms=policy-adv-email-ea-xengagement_20190808_advisory&utm_source=ea&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=engage
ment_20190808_advisory," "U.S. Forest Service Moving to Roll Back Environmental Review and
Public Input," "Help Save a Fundamental Conservation Law: Tell the U.S. Forest Service to
protect a strong National Environmental Policy Act.
The National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) ensures there is public review of
projects that impact birds, other wildlife, and the places they need. The law requires federal
agencies such as the U.S. Forest Service take a hard look at the environmental consequences
of their actions, base their decisions on accurate scientific data, and give the public a chance
to weigh in before approving actions like logging, roadbuilding, and energy development.
NEPA requires federal agencies to prepare environmental assessments or environmental impact
statements to thoroughly evaluate potential harm to resources, and this analysis ensures they
consider ways to address those impacts, including choosing different measures to reduce impacts.
Right now, the Forest Service is in the midst of revising its NEPA regulations, with its avowed
intent to “increas[e] the pace and scale of work accomplished on the ground.” Unfortunately, the
Forest Service would accomplish this goal by removing requirements for environmental review and
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public participation, undermining this bedrock conservation law and putting the resources of our
National Forests at risk.
Under the proposed changes to the current regulations, the majority of decisions
would be made without any environmental analysis or public review, including high impact
activities such as logging of up to 6.6 acres (4,200 acres), and construction of up to 5 miles or
reconstruction of up to 10 miles of roads. In addition, the Forest Service would sidestep
NEPA analysis on even more activities by allowing use of older environmental assessments or
environmental impact statements, even though they were not prepared to specifically address
the proposed logging, roadbuilding, or other activity in question. The new regulations would
also eliminate the requirement to provide public scoping for categorical exclusions or
preparation of environmental assessments, which is often the only notice the public would
receive and the only chance to weigh in before the Forest Service moves forward to authorize
potentially destructive activities. Further, the Forest Service would remove the presumption
that projects in Inventoried Roadless areas and potential wilderness areas require more
extensive analysis through preparation of environmental impact statements, even though
these more intact lands require more scrutiny—and, of course, often provide the best habitat.
A host of other proposed changes to the Forest Service’s NEPA rules all fit this theme:
Approve potentially damaging activities in a way that totally avoids or limits environmental
review, prevents a thorough analysis of impacts, and excludes the public from serving the vital
function of overseeing how the Forest Service is managing these public resources. This is not how
NEPA works and these regulations are in stark opposition to the letter and the spirit of this
important law.
The Forest Service seems to have lost sight of its obligation to manage our national
forests in a way that supports the many resources they contain, including birds and the places
they need to survive. We’re working to remind them and you can too—if you haven’t
already, please submit your public comments through our Action Center. The deadline to comment
is August 26."
Lisa Friedman, "States Sue Trump Administration Over Rollback of Obama-Era Climate
Rule," The New York Times, August 13, 2019, https://www.nytimes.com/2019/08/13/climate/stateslawsuit-clean-power-ace.html, "A coalition of 29 states and cities on Tuesday sued to block the
Trump administration from easing restrictions on coal-burning power plants, setting up a case
that could determine how much leverage the federal government has to fight climate change in
the future."
Coral Davenport and Hiroko Tabuchi, "Trump’s Rollback of Auto Pollution Rules Shows
Signs
of
Disarray,"
The
New
York
Times,
Aug.
20,
2019,
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/08/20/climate/trump-auto-emissions-rollback-disarray.html,
"The White House, blindsided by a pact between California and four automakers to oppose
President Trump’s auto emissions rollbacks, has mounted an effort to prevent any more
companies from joining California."
The three car companies joining California in the agreement are Honda, Ford, Volkswagen
and BMW, with Mercedes-Benz preparing to join, as of August 21.
Nadja
Popovich and Denise
Lu,
"The
Most
Detailed
Map
of
Auto Emissions in America," The New York Times, October 10, 2019, is available at:
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2019/10/10/climate/driving-emissions-map.html.
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Walter Einenkel, "Trump administration sabotages the largest U.S. offshore wind farm
project," Daily Kos, August 19, 2019, https://www.dailykos.com/stories/2019/8/19/1879969/Trump-administration-sabotages-the-largest-U-S-offshore-wind-farm-project,
"Last
May,
Massachusetts announced that Vineyard Wind—a project to build 800 megawatts worth of
wind turbines off the coast of Martha’s Vineyard, had won a bid to begin production. The
project promises to be the largest 'offshore wind complex' in the United States. The
Massachusetts project was announced along side Rhode Island’s decision to allow Deepwater
Wind to begin production on a 400 megawatt offshore facility. This is great news and in line with
Bay State’s 2016 decision to build '1.6 gigawatts of offshore wind power by 2027.'
Now, Inside Climate News reports that the Trump administration, best known for
expediting fossil fuel production in tandem with deregulating the industry, is slowing down
the start of production—set for this year—on the Massachusetts’ project. The Bureau of
Ocean Energy Management (BOEM), under Donald Trump’s Executive Order 13807, wants to
really dig down deep on their new expanded review of the Vineyard Wind project.
Inside Climate News explains that this delay impacts a big tax credit, set to end this
year, which was a motivator for the beginning of construction; and while 'developers say
they are still committed to the project, the potential loss of the tax credit could lead them to
rethink their plans.”
Lisa Friedman, "E.P.A. Finalizes Its Plan to Replace Obama-Era Climate Rules," The New
York Times, June 19, 2019, https://www.nytimes.com/2019/06/19/climate/epa-coalemissions.html, reported, "The Trump administration on Wednesday replaced former
President Barack Obama’s effort to reduce planet-warming pollution from coal plants with a
new rule that would keep plants open longer and undercut progress on reducing carbon
emissions."
Anne Barnard, Algae Bloom Fouls N.J.’s Largest Lake, Indicating Broader Crisis," The
New York Times, August 5, 2019, https://www.nytimes.com/2019/08/05/nyregion/lake-hopatcongalgae.html, reported, " Around Lake Hopatcong, New Jersey’s largest lake, workers have been
laid off, sailing lessons canceled and summers ruined. The reason: clouds of blue-green algae
in the water, blooming in quantities never before recorded."
The problem of growth of an increase in blooms of cyanobacteria, which produces
toxic substances, in lakes has caused bans on fishing and other uses of waters from the
Mississippi coast to the Pacific Northwest in summer 2019. This is a result of global warming
bringing unusually heavy rains flushing sewage, fertilizer and other nutrients into streams
and lakes, combined with an increase in hot sunny days that stimulate growth of the
organism.
"Florida’s Utilities Keep Homeowners From Making the Most of Solar Power: The political
clout and incentives of the state’s big power companies have discouraged installation of rooftop
solar
panels,"
The
New
York
Times,
July
7,
2019,
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/07/07/business/energy-environment/florida-solar-power.html,
reported, "Florida calls itself the Sunshine State. But when it comes to the use of solar power, it
trails 19 states, including not-so-sunny Massachusetts, New Jersey, New York and Maryland.
Solar experts and environmentalists blame the state’s utilities.
The utilities have hindered potential rivals seeking to offer residential solar power. They have
spent tens of millions of dollars on lobbying, ad campaigns and political contributions. And when
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homeowners purchase solar equipment, the utilities have delayed connecting the systems for
months."
Other Republican controlled states have also made it more difficult and expensive to
install solar power.
Milan Schreuer, "E.U. Leaders Fail to Strengthen Climate Target," The New York Times,
June 20, 2019, https://www.nytimes.com/2019/06/20/climate/europe-carbon-neutral.html, reported,
"European Union leaders failed to reach an agreement Thursday on a proposal to reduce
their net carbon emissions to zero by 2050."
"By the end of the meeting, however, leaders were only able to agree on a compromise
resolution to study ways to make the bloc 'climate neutral' without mentioning a target date."
Ireland to ban new petrol and diesel vehicles from 2030," BBC, 17 June 2019,
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-48668791, reported, "The Irish government plans to
ban the sale of new petrol and diesel vehicles by 2030, as part of a major strategy to protect
the environment.
The aim is to ensure that all new cars and vans on Irish roads in 11 years' time are
electric vehicles.
The proposed legislation was among 180 measures in the government's Climate Action
Plan, published on Monday."
"The Climate Action Plan states that the Republic of Ireland is 'way off course' in its
attempts to achieve its emissions targets.
Unveiling the plan on Monday, the Environment Minister Richard Bruton said Ireland was
'currently 85% dependent on fossil fuels.'"
"Mr Bruton said the plan was a roadmap to achieving existing 2030 emissions targets and
would put Ireland 'on a trajectory to achieve net zero carbon emissions by 2050'.
The hope is that by the time the petrol and diesel vehicle ban is introduced in 2030 there
will be 950,000 electric vehicles on Irish roads.
The government is set to invest in a 'nationwide' charging network to power the new
vehicles.
By 2025, at least one recharging point will be required at new non-residential buildings
with more than 10 parking spaces."
"Mr Bruton said climate targets would be set for every relevant sector of government
and public body, including housing; transport; agriculture and the public sector."
Jessica Corbett, "7,000+ Colleges and Universities Declare Climate Emergency and Unveil
Three-Point Plan to Combat It: 'We all need to work together to nurture a habitable planet for
future generations and to play our part in building a greener and cleaner future for all," Common
Dreams, July 10, 2019, https://www.commondreams.org/news/2019/07/10/7000-colleges-anduniversities-declare-climate-emergency-and-unveil-three-point-plan?cdorigin=rss&utm_term=AO&utm_campaign=Daily%20Newsletter&utm_content=email&utm_sour
ce=Daily%20Newsletter&utm_medium=Email, "More than 7,000 colleges and universities
across the globe declared a climate emergency on Wednesday and unveiled a three-point plan
to collectively commit to addressing the crisis.
The declaration came in a letter—which other education institutions are encouraged to
sign—that was organized by the Environmental Association for Universities and Colleges (EAUC),
U.S.-based higher education climate action organization Second Nature, and U.N. Environment
Program's (UNEP) Youth and Education Alliance.
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The letter, according to a statement from organizers, 'marks the first time further and higher
education establishments have come together to make a collective commitment to address the
climate emergency,' and outlines the three-point plan:
Committing to going carbon neutral by 2030 or 2050 at the very latest;
Mobilizing more resources for action-oriented climate change research and skills
creation; and
Increasing the delivery of environmental and sustainability education across curricula,
campus, and community outreach programs.
'The young minds that are shaped by our institutions must be equipped with the knowledge,
skills, and capability to respond to the ever-growing challenges of climate change,' the letter says.
'We all need to work together to nurture a habitable planet for future generations and to play our
part in building a greener and cleaner future for all.'
The letter, which calls on other institutions and governments to declare a climate
emergency and pursue urgent action to combat it, was presented at a Wednesday eventhosted by
the Higher Education Sustainability Initiative—a partnership of various United Nations agencies—
at U.N. headquarters in New York City.
"The expectation is that over 10,000 institutions of higher and further education will come on board
before the end of the 2019, with governments invited to support their leadership with incentives to
take action," said the organizers' statement. So far, the letter has been signed by 25 networks that
represent approximately 7,050 institutions and 59 individual institutions that, combined, have about
652,000 students.
The individual institutions that have joined the declaration include five in the continental
United States and two in Puerto Rico as well as colleges and universities in Argentina, China,
Colombia, Costa Rica, Denmark, France, Germany, Honduras, India, Indonesia, Ireland, Kenya,
Kuwait, Mauritius, Mexico, Nigeria, Panama, Saudi Arabia, Spain, Uganda, the United Arab
Emirates, the United Kingdom, and Venezuela.
'What we teach shapes the future. We welcome this commitment from universities to go
climate neutral by 2030 and to scale-up their efforts on campus,' said UNEP executive director
Inger Andersen. 'Young people are increasingly at the forefront of calls for more action on climate
and environmental challenges. Initiatives which directly involve the youth in this critical work are a
valuable contribution to achieving environmental sustainability.'
The declaration follows months of students—from all levels of education—taking to the
streets around the world as part of the school strike for climate movement, which calls on
governments and powerful institutions to pursue bolder policies targeting the human-caused
climate crisis.
Praising the college and universities' letter on Wednesday, Charlotte Bonner of Students
Organizing for Sustainability (SOS) said that 'young people around the world feel that schools,
colleges, and universities have been too slow to react to the crisis that is now bearing down on us.'
'We welcome the news that they are declaring a climate emergency, we have no time to
lose,' Bronner added. 'We will be calling on those who haven't yet supported this initiative, to come
on board. Of course, the most important element is the action that follows.'
Read the full letter below. Representatives for education institutions can sign the letter here.
As institutions and networks of higher and further education from across the world, we
collectively declare a Climate Emergency in recognition of the need for a drastic societal shift to
combat the growing threat of climate change.
The young minds that are shaped by our institutions must be equipped with the knowledge,
skills and capability to respond to the ever-growing challenges of climate change. We all need to
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work together to nurture a habitable planet for future generations and to play our part in building a
greener and cleaner future for all.
We are today committing to collectively step up to the challenge by supporting a threepoint plan which includes:
Mobilizing more resources for action-oriented climate change research and skills
creation;
Committing to going carbon neutral by 2030 or 2050 at the very latest;
Increasing the delivery of environmental and sustainability education across curriculum,
campus and community outreach programmes.
We call on governments and other education institutions to join us in declaring a Climate
Emergency and back this up with actions that will help create a better future for both people and
our planet.
Our work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-Share Alike 3.0 License."
Isabella Kwai, "Sydney to Declare a Climate Emergency in Face of National Inaction," The
New York Times, June 21, 2019, https://www.nytimes.com/2019/06/21/world/australia/sydneyclimate-emergency.html, reported, "Sydney, the largest city in a country acutely vulnerable to
global warming, moved on Friday to declare a climate emergency, joining hundreds of local
governments around the world in calling for urgent steps to combat the crisis, some in the
face of inaction by national politicians.
The declaration does not include any major new actions. But Mayor Clover Moore said it
was important that Sydney, which has already made ambitious pledges to reduce greenhouse
emissions, raise its voice in a global demand for action."
Fossil
Free
News
reported
in
an
E-mail
July
4,
2019,
https://act.350.org/mailings/view/80827?t=1&akid=80827%2E51426%2EwWqrfX, "Breaking: A
Kenyan court just revoked the license for Lamu coal plant. First proposed in 2015, the Lamu
community have fought for years to stop Kenya's first coal-fired power plant being built. It's been
challenged fiercely by local residents, activists, scientists & lawyers not only for its climate
implications, but also because Lamu is a UNESCO heritage site preserved for its biodiversity and
rich multicultural heritage. Watch: https://350.org/the-lamu-coal-plant-project-in-kenya-has-beenstopped-by-a-court-decision/?akid=80827.51426.wWqrfX&rd=1&t=6.
On to the next one: Another site of impressive natural heritage at risk from coal is due
for its own decision. The Sundarban mangrove forest in Bangladesh is home to 4.5 million
people and the royal Bengal tiger. Despite a years-long resistance from residents, the
government is still pushing construction of Rampal coal plant in the forest. Earlier this month,
the international union for nature conservation called for the site to be placed on UNESCO's
endangered list, because of danger from the plant and other industry. UNESCO officials are
currently meeting in Baku, Azerbaijan, where they’ll make the final decision soon. More:
https://350.org/unesco-has-a-chance-to-protect-sundarbans-willit/?akid=80827.51426.wWqrfX&rd=1&t=7.
Iliana Magra, "Europe Suffers Heat Wave of Dangerous, Record-High Temperatures," The
New York Times, July 24, 2019, https://www.nytimes.com/2019/07/24/world/europe/recordtemperatures-heatwave.html, reported, "People across Western Europe are suffering through an
intense heat wave this week, with the worst still to come on Thursday, when Britain, France,
Germany and the Low Countries are expecting life-threatening, record-breaking
temperatures.
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Officials sounded high-temperature health alarms on Wednesday, mindful that some
previous heat waves have claimed thousands of lives across a region where people are not
used to such weather, structures are not built for it and few homes have air conditioning.
Paris is expected to record the highest temperature in its history on Thursday, with a
predicted high of 42 degrees Celsius, or 107.6 Fahrenheit, shattering the record of 40.4, set in
July 1947, according to Météo France, the national weather service. Bordeaux, in southwestern
France, broke its record on Tuesday, reaching 106.1 Fahrenheit."
"Global heating: India has been suffering from sustained deadly temperatures with
some cities reaching 50˚C degrees and Europe was sweltering under record-breaking
temperatures last week too. Scientists are still reeling from the desperate new data showing
Greenland's
unexpectedly
rapid ice
loss,"
CNN,
June
14,
29019,
https://edition.cnn.com/2019/06/14/us/greenland-sudden-ice-melt-wxc/index.html.
"Youth Power: Hundreds of youth in cities across South Africa marked the
anniversary of the Soweto youth uprising, a historic turning point in the movement against
apartheid. This time, they're standing up against ecological apartheid and climate crisis.
Their actions resonated far and wide, with President Ramaphosa responding in his annual
State of the Nation address. https://www.dailymaverick.co.za/article/2019-06-17-this-youth-dayyoung-people-are-demanding-climate-justice/.
No further: From June 20 to 24, thousands from across Europe came together to shut
down a coal mine through peaceful direct action. Every year the number of jump-suited activists
willing to descend into the dirty heart of Germany's lignite mines grows. And this time, 40,000
more striking students stood with them in solidarity. Read more: https://350.org/one-struggle-onefight/?akid=80827.51426.wWqrfX&rd=1&t=10.
Wait, what?: One day after declaring a climate emergency in Canada, Justin Trudeau
approved the Trans Mountain Expansion pipeline to transport Alberta's tar sands to the
western coast. Trudeau's hypocrisy is in stark contrast to the 7,000 people who showed up at
over 200 town halls to develop the detail of a Green New Deal for Canada. Spoiler alert: there's
no
room
for
tar
sands
expansion
in
the
deal. Read
more:
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2019/jun/18/canada-trans-mountain-pipeline-expansionapproved-trudeau."
Jake Johnson, "Warnings of Grave Climate and Human Rights Impact as US Export-Import
Bank Approves $5 Billion for Natural Gas Project in Mozambique: 'If there is a project with
serious alarm bells, it's this one,'" Common Dreams, August 23, 2019,
https://www.commondreams.org/news/2019/08/23/warnings-grave-climate-and-human-rightsimpact-us-export-import-bank-approves-5?cdorigin=rss&utm_term=AO&utm_campaign=Daily%20Newsletter&utm_content=email&utm_sour
ce=Daily%20Newsletter&utm_medium=email, reported, "Environmentalists reacted with
outrage after the U.S. Export-Import Bank's board of directors on Thursday approved $5
billion in funding for a liquefied natural gas plant in Mozambique that could pump
an estimated 5.2 million tons of planet-warming carbon dioxide into the atmosphere each
year.
Doug Norlen, director of the economic policy program at Friends of the Earth, called
EXIM's decision 'irresponsible' and said it 'proves the agency can't be trusted to manage
billions of dollars in public funds.'
'By approving $5 billion in fossil fuel financing, EXIM is accelerating the climate crisis
while causing local environmental damage and propelling human rights violations in
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Mozambique,' Norlen said in a statement. 'Either EXIM financing for fossil fuels must be
stopped or the agency should not be reauthorized by Congress.'
Climate groups have repeatedly raised alarm over the bank's funding of fossil fuel projects and
demanded fundamental reforms.
According to Reuters, the Mozambique natural gas plant is the agency's largest export deal
in years.
'The project would be the single biggest financing deal since EXIM's full lending powers
were restored in May with the confirmation of three new board members,' Reuters reported
Thursday. 'EXIM said the Mozambique [liquefied natural gas] project would begin to develop
the Rovuma Basin, one of he world's most extensive untapped reserves of natural gas.'
U.S. Commerce Secretary Wilbur Ross applauded the project as a 'win for American
companies and workers' as well as 'the people of Mozambique.'
Daniel Ribeiro of Friends of the Earth Mozambique said the opposite is true, warning in
a statement that—in addition to its significant climate impact—the project will 'fuel the
numerous local land conflicts, the human rights abuses, and infrastructure bottlenecks' in the
African nation, which was devastated by two powerful cyclonesearlier this year.
'If there is a project with serious alarm bells, it's this one,' said Ribeiro. 'This dirty
project is located in a sensitive world biosphere, embroiled in an emerging extremist armed
conflict. It is being pushed by a government that has recently faced one of the biggest
corruption cases in Africa.'
"'It makes one worry about Mozambique's future,' Ribeiro added. 'Investment from the U.S.
will only amplify all of the troubles and conflicts in Mozambique caused by this project and push
them out of control.'
Our work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-Share Alike 3.0 License. "
"Compendium of Scientific, Medical, and Media Findings Demonstrating Risks and Harms
of Fracking (Unconventional Gas and Oil Extraction), Sixth Edition, Concerned Health
Professionals of New York and Physicians for Social Responsibility, June 19, 2019,
https://concernedhealthny.org/compendium/, reported, "The Compendium of Scientific, Medical,
and Media Findings Demonstrating Risks and Harms of Fracking (the Compendium) is a fully
referenced compilation of evidence outlining the risks and harms of fracking.
The Compendium is organized to be accessible to public officials, researchers, journalists,
and the public. In addition, the Compendium is complemented by a fully searchable, nearexhaustive citation database of peer-reviewed journal articles pertaining to shale gas and oil
extraction, the Repository for Oil and Gas Energy Research, that was developed by PSE Healthy
Energy and which is housed on its website (https://www.psehealthyenergy.org/our-work/shale-gasresearch-library/).
Download the full 6th Edition of the Compendium at: https://concernedhealthny.org/wpcontent/uploads/2019/06/Fracking-Science-Compendium_6.pdf.
For this sixth edition of the Compendium, as prior ones, we compiled findings from three
sources: articles from peer-reviewed medical or scientific journals; investigative reports by
journalists; and reports from, or commissioned by, government agencies. Peer-reviewed articles
were identified through databases such as PubMed and Web of Science, and from within the PSE
Healthy Energy database. Our entries briefly describe studies that document harm, or risk of harm,
associated with fracking and summarize the principal findings.
The studies and investigations referenced in the dated entries catalogued in Compilation of
Studies & Findings are current through April 1, 2019.
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In our review of the data, seventeen compelling themes emerged; these serve as the organizational
structure of the Compendium. Readers will notice the ongoing upsurge in reported problems and
health impacts, making each section top-heavy with recent data.
The Compendium focuses on topics most closely related to the public health and safety impacts of
fracking. These include risks from fracking infrastructure, including compressor stations, pipelines,
silica sand mining operations, natural gas storage facilities, the manufacture and transportation of
liquefied natural gas (LNG), and, for the first time, gas-fired power plants.
Fracking, a major source of two greenhouse gases, carbon dioxide and methane, is incompatible
with climate solutions. Climate change is a public health crisis and receives our close attention in
the sixth edition.
Given the rapidly expanding body of evidence related to the risks and harms of
unconventional oil and gas extraction, we plan to continue updating the Compendium
approximately every year. It is a living document, housed on the websites of Concerned Health
Professionals of New York and Physicians for Social Responsibility. Read more about the process
and scope of our work in the 'About this Report' and the 'Foreword to the Sixth Edition' sections of
the Compendium."
In Holland, drilling for natural gas in the Groningen gas field has caused earthquakes
causing widespread damage, including to historic buildings, that out ways the benefits of the
extraction. Since 2013 the government has reduced production by two-thirds, and all extraction
is to stop by 2022 (Stanley Reed, "Earthquakes Are Jolting the Netherlands. Gas Drilling Is to
Blame. Tremors from extraction are blighting 350 square miles. Thousands of homeowners claim
damage, and production will end in 2022," The New York Times, October 24, 2019,
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/10/24/business/energy-environment/netherlands-gasearthquakes.html).
John Schwartz, "Fossil Fuels on Trial: New York’s Lawsuit Against Exxon Begins," The
New York Times, October 23, 2019, https://www.nytimes.com/2019/10/22/climate/new-yorklawsuit-exxon.html, reported, "After four years of legal sparring and finger-pointing, oil-industry
giant Exxon Mobil went to court on Tuesday to face charges that the company lied to
shareholders and to the public about the costs and consequences of climate change.
The case turns on the claim that Exxon kept a secret set of financial books that seriously
underestimated the costs of potential climate change regulation while claiming publicly that it was
taking such factors into account. It follows a sprawling investigation that included millions of
pages of documents and allegations of a chief executive’s secret email account.
In his opening statement, Kevin Wallace, a lawyer with the New York Attorney General’s
office, argued that 'the gap between what Exxon said it was doing and was actually doing was
significant, and had an impact on the bottom line.'”
John Schwartz, "New York Loses Climate Change Fraud Case Against Exxon Mobil," New
York Times, December 10, 2019, https://www.nytimes.com/2019/12/10/climate/exxon-climatelawsuit-new-york.html?te=1&nl=climatefwd:&emc=edit_clim_20191211?campaign_id=54&instance_id=14464&segment_id=19516&user
_id=2984790c14170290245238c0cd4fd927&regi_id=5223598120191211, reported, "A New York
state judge on Tuesday handed Exxon Mobil a victory in the civil case brought by the state’s
attorney general that argued the company had engaged in fraud through its statements about
how it accounted for the costs of climate change regulation.
After some four years of investigation and millions of pages of documents produced by the
company, the judge said, attorney general Letitia James and her staff 'failed to establish by a
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preponderance of the evidence' that Exxon violated the Martin Act, New York’s powerful legal tool
against shareholder fraud, in the closely watched case."
Eoin Higgins, "Coal Knew Too: Explosive Report Shows Industry Was Aware of Climate
Threat as Far Back as 1966: 'It wasn't just big oil that knew about climate change decades ago,'"
Common Dreams, November 2 2, 2019. reported, "A new report shows conclusively that the coal
industry was aware of the climate impacts of burning fossil fuels as far back as 1966—and,
like other sectors of the fossil fuel industry with knowledge of the consequences of their
business model, did next to nothing about it.
The revelation was published in an article by Élan Young at HuffPost Friday."
"Zack Colman, "The new science fossil fuel companies fear: Researchers can now link
weather events to emissions – and to the companies responsible. A string of lawsuits is about to
give
'attribution
science'
a
real-life
test,"
Politico,
October
22,
2019,
https://www.politico.com/agenda/story/2019/10/22/attribution-science-fossil-fuels-climate-change001290, reports that the development of attribution science has made it possible to state how
much greenhouse gas emissions particular companies, organizations and other entities have
put into the atmosphere, and to calculate how much of the damage from global warming they
are responsible for. This has led to a large number of law suits demanding the polluters pay
their share of the damages. It remains to be seen how these suits will fare in court.
Andrea Germanos, "U.S. Set to Blow Other Countries Away With 'Staggering' Scale of
New Oil and Gas Production" "Over next decade, unless its trajectory changes, 61 percent of new
global production will come from the United States," Common Dreams, August 21, 2019,
https://www.commondreams.org/news/2019/08/21/us-set-blow-other-countries-away-staggeringscale-new-oil-and-gas-production?cdorigin=rss&utm_term=AO&utm_campaign=Daily%20Newsletter&utm_content=email&utm_sour
ce=Daily%20Newsletter&utm_medium=emailr, reported, "A new analysis reveals that the
United States is expected to be the main contributor to a 'looming carbon time bomb.'
Released Tuesday by human and environmental rights group Global Witness,
the report (pdf) shows how the U.S. is on track to dwarf other nations' shares of new oil and
gas production over the next decade. In fact, says the analysis, 61 percent of all new global
production is likely to come from the United States.
'The scale of new production forecast from the U.S. is staggering,' said Murray Worthy,
senior campaigner at Global Witness, in a statement. 'No other country comes even close.'
The projected scenario, which relies on data from industry analysts Rystad Energy, reveals
the country is on a path to ramp up oil and gas production by 25 percent—even in the face of
the climate crisis, which has triggered global protests and demands for bold legislative action.
Over the 2020-2029 period, seven of 10 biggest new oil and gas producers are expected to
be U.S. states, with Texas projected to produce more than a quarter of all this new production.
Along with Texas, Pennsylvania, New Mexico, North Dakota, and Oklahoma together
would account for 75 percent of all U.S. production over the time frame.
An action plan for a different energy trajectory, says Global Witness, must include
two key steps—ending fossil fuel subsidies and curbing political influence of the fossil fuel
industry.
Given that nothing less than planetary stability is at stake, the group is part of a chorus
of climate campaigners demanding the issue be given the full focus of a Democratic presidential
debate.
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'The next U.S. president needs to have a credible plan for tackling climate change,' Global
Witness says in a related briefing paper. 'And any credible plan to tackle climate change has to
prevent the U.S. from drowning the world in oil.'
With that concern in mind, the group lays out specific questions for candidates to answer:
What action do you intend to take to curb oil and gas production from public lands and
waters?
Will you end government subsidies for oil and gas production? How will you ensure the
money saved benefits the communities affected?
Will you commit to not approving new oil and gas pipelines, export terminals, and other
infrastructure?
How will you ensure your appointees to key agencies like the Environmental Protection
Agency and the Department of the Interior serve the public interest and not the fossil fuel lobby?
'We urge the Democratic National Committee to vote yes to holding a dedicated climate
debate,' said Worthy. 'Presidential candidates should have the opportunity to clearly outline for the
American people where their priorities lie and what their plan is to tackle this looming carbon time
bomb.'
Our work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-Share Alike 3.0 License."
Eoin Higgins "'A Breath of Fresh Air': Offshore Wind Power Could Produce More
Electricity Than World Uses: 'Let's get going!'" Common Dreams, October 25, 2019,
https://www.commondreams.org/news/2019/10/25/breath-fresh-air-offshore-wind-power-couldproduce-more-electricity-world-uses?cdorigin=rss&utm_term=AO&utm_campaign=Daily%20Newsletter&utm_content=email&utm_sour
ce=Daily%20Newsletter&utm_medium=email, reported, "A new report from the International
Energy Agency released Friday claims that wind power could be a $1 trillion business by
2040 and that the power provided by the green technology has the potential to outstrip global
energy needs.
'Talk about a breath of fresh air,"' tweeted writer Steven E. de Souza.
The IEA report looks at the business of wind power and opines that as investment
increases and the technology becomes cheaper, the sector could explode.
The IEA finds that global offshore wind capacity may increase 15-fold and attract
around $1 trillion of cumulative investment by 2040. This is driven by falling costs,
supportive government policies and some remarkable technological progress, such as larger
turbines and floating foundations. That's just the start—the IEA report finds that offshore
wind technology has the potential to grow far more strongly with stepped-up support from
policy makers.
'Offshore wind currently provides just 0.3% of global power generation, but its potential is
vast,' said IEA executive director Fatih Birol.
It would take a major infrastructural commitment to develop wind power to the point that
the renewable energy resource could take over the majority of global energy needs, but it's not
impossible. As The Guardian pointed out Friday, 'if windfarms were built across all useable
sites which are no further than 60km (37 miles) off the coast, and where coastal waters are no
deeper than 60 metres, they could generate 36,000 terawatt hours of renewable electricity a
year.' 'This would easily meeting the current global demand for electricity of 23,000 terawatt
hours,' added The Guardian.
Such a change in worldwide energy demand would require a massive investment of
'public pressure, business leadership, and political leadership,' green group Friends of the
Earth said on Twitter.
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350 Action founder Bill McKibben saw no need to wait.
'Wind turbines in the shallow parts of the planet's oceans can provide more electricity than
the planet uses,' McKibben tweeted. 'So let's get going!'
Our work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-Share Alike 3.0 License."
Jon Queally, "Offering National Model, This New England Town Just Banned Natural Gas
and Oil in New Home Construction: 'Brookline is making history,'" Common Dreams, November
22, 2019, "Setting a new standard for other communities in the United States and elsewhere
to follow in this age of climate emergency, the suburban town of Brookline, Massachusetts
this week passed a sweeping new bylaw that prohibits nearly all use of natural gas and oil in
the construction of new homes or in the renovation of existing ones."
The Nebraska Supreme Court, in late August 2019, approved the route of the
Keystone XL oil pipeline through Nebraska. This is a major step toward its being built, but
there remain other hurdles. Several landowners have refused to sign agreements for the pipeline
to cross their land and a federal lawsuit in Montana challenging the pipeline construction has yet to
be resolved. In addition, American Indian and environmental activists are prepared to take steps to
prevent completion of construction, or at least delay the project long enough for a new
administration to kill it (Mitch Smith, "Court Ruling Clears Path for Pipeline in Nebraska," The
New York Times, August 24, 2019).
Kendra Chamberlain, "Center For American Progress: Report: 95% of oil and gas leases on
public lands in NM are in ‘extremely high’ water stress areas," New Mexico Political Report,
November 14, 2019, http://nmpoliticalreport.com/2019/11/14/95-of-oil-and-gas-leases-on-publiclands-in-nm-are-in-extremely-high-water-stress-areas/?utm_source=Environment+WrapUp&utm_campaign=c732dbfe8cEMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2017_07_12_COPY_02&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_be5ca4cdacc732dbfe8c-142253585&mc_cid=c732dbfe8c&mc_eid=cde7993ced, reported, "Oil and gas
activity in New Mexico may be exacerbating water stress in the state, according to an analysis
by a liberal public policy think tank.
The Center for American Progress determined that 387 of 402 leases granted by the U.S.
Bureau of Land Management in the state in the last two and a half years are located in areas
that are considered by the World Resources Institute to be “extremely high” in water-stress.
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Source: Center for American Progress
World Resources Institute released its global Aqueduct Water Risk Atlas earlier this year.
The interactive online tool maps water stress at the national and sub-national level for countries
around the world. It ranked New Mexico as an area of extreme water stress, on par with areas in
the Middle East and North Africa.

161

New Mexico is the most water-stressed state in the U.S., according to the World Resources
Institute. Source: World Resources Institute
The Center for American Progress report analyzed BLM leasing data across the U.S. It
found that the bureau has offered oil and gas leases “in some of the most arid and water-stressed
areas of the country,” the report said. “The significant overlap of water-stressed areas in Western
states and recent oil and gas leasing deserves greater scrutiny.”
The report follows an earlier analysis by the organization, which found the federal
government “has no standard reporting requirements for energy companies related to water use.”
'The expansion of fossil fuel development on U.S. public lands could endanger the
quantity and quality of water that is available to farmers, towns, and other water users in the
region,' said report author Jenny Rowland-Shea, a senior policy analyst for Public Lands at Center
for American Progress, in a statement.
The report pointed to a federal court decision in May that cited BLM for failing to
fully consider the cumulative impacts of oil and gas activity in the Greater Chaco landscape
located in northwestern New Mexico.
'BLM has not developed adequate guidance for how the agency should take water
impacts into consideration for oil and gas leasing decisions,” it said. “BLM should develop
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specific agency-wide guidance to ensure adequate and consistent consideration of potential energydevelopment impacts on watersheds.”
Muktita Suhartono, Indonesia Confronts, Belatedly, a Huge Oil Spill Near Jakarta," The
New York Times, August 28, 2019, https://www.nytimes.com/2019/08/27/world/asia/indonesiapertamina-oil-spill.html, reported, "Fish and crustaceans usually run strong in the Java Sea, but
the men of Sedari village, on the northern coast of the Indonesian island of Java, have no
plans to go out on its waters.
Weeks after an unexpected gush of crude oil from an offshore well sent an inky stain
across 12 miles of shoreline that is home to a dozen villages, Sedari’s fishermen are still
grounded by the huge spill" from an offshore oil well owned by the national oil company, which
was slow to react to the leak.
Kendra Chamberlain, "Nuclear Colonialism: Indigenous opposition grows against proposal
for nation’s largest nuclear storage facility in NM," New Mexico Political Report, November 14,
2019, http://nmpoliticalreport.com/2019/11/14/nuclear-colonialism-indigenous-opposition-growsagainst-proposal-for-nations-largest-nuclear-storage-facility-innm/?mc_cid=31ccd931fd&mc_eid=cde7993ced, reported, "A proposal for New Mexico to house
one of the world’s largest nuclear waste storage facilities has drawn opposition from nearly
every indigenous nation in the state. Nuclear Issues Study Group co-founder and Diné
organizer Leona Morgan told state legislators last week the project, if approved, would
perpetuate a legacy of nuclear colonialism against New Mexico’s indigenous communities and
people of color.
Holtec International, a private company specializing in spent nuclear fuel storage and
management, applied for a license from the federal Nuclear Regulatory Commission to
construct and operate the facility in southeastern New Mexico.
The proposal, which has been in the works since 2011, would see high-level waste
generated at nuclear power plants across the country transported to New Mexico for storage at the
proposed facility along the Lea-Eddy county line between Hobbs and Carlsbad. Holtec
representatives say the facility would be a temporary solution to the nation’s growing nuclear waste
problem, but currently there is no federal plan to build a permanent repository for the waste.
Legislators, activists and residents alike share concerns about the proposals. Some
fear the 'interim' storage facility could become a de facto permanent storage facility if no
other repository is built; others question the site selection for a nuclear facility so close to oil
and gas activity in the Permian Basin. Increased transport of high-level radioactive waste
across the state could also lead to potentially dangerous nuclear releases, leaving impacted
communities responsible for emergency responses.
Governor Michelle Lujan Grisham told U.S. Secretary of Energy Rick Perry in a letter that
she opposes the project, while state Land Commissioner Stephanie Garcia Richard voiced safety
concerns with the proposal. Several state industry associations, state legislators, and residents also
oppose the project.
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A map of nuclear power plants across the country that may begin shipping high-level waste
to New Mexico if Holtec’s proposal is licensed. This map was part of Nuclear Issues Study Group
co-founder Leona Morgan’s presentation to the Legislature’s interim Radioactive and Hazardous
Materials Committee. Source: Nuclear Issues Study Group
Morgan briefed members of the Legislature’s interim Radioactive and Hazardous Materials
Committee on how the proposal fits into a wider pattern of negligence and environmental racism
on behalf of the federal government towards one of the United States’ poorest majority-minority
states.
'New Mexico doesn’t make the waste, why should we take the waste?' Morgan said. 'What
we’re advocating for is not a temporary, band-aid solution, but something more scientifically
sound. The waste does have to go somewhere. However, storing it in New Mexico temporarily is
not the right idea. It’s not safe; it’s not supported by the local communities; and New Mexico does
not want it.'
'We see this as environmental racism and perpetuating nuclear colonialism that is
going to result in a continuation of a slow genocide,' she said.
A ‘temporary’ solution to the Yucca Mountain problem
The federal government spent years searching for a location to store nuclear waste. The
Nuclear Waste Policy Act of 1982 designated a deep underground repository as the national
strategy for permanent storage of spent nuclear fuel. After a lengthy back-and-forth between
federal agencies and scientists over the parameters needed to safely and permanently store spent
nuclear fuel in perpetuity, the government settled on the Yucca Mountain site, a volcanic structure
located in Nevada, as the repository to receive high-level waste generated by nuclear power plants
across the country.
Local communities and state lawmakers in Nevada, along with mostly Democrats in
Congress, strongly opposed the project. Former President Barack Obama campaigned and made
good on a promise to shutter the project, establishing the now-defunct Blue Ribbon Commission to
explore alternatives for dealing with the waste.
So far, no alternative solution has been proposed, nor are there any plans to build another
permanent storage facility anywhere else in the country. Meanwhile, nuclear power utilities across
the country have sued the federal government over a breach of contract for failing to establish a
permanent repository for the waste.
'That’s why I’m here,' Holtec program manager Ed Mayer told the committee during a
presentation earlier that day.
RELATED: With no permanent repository for commercial nuclear waste, NM is in the
spotlight
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Holtec’s proposal would see the majority of high-level nuclear waste in the U.S. transported
to a consolidated interim storage facility located in southeastern New Mexico. If licensed, the
facility would house up to 100,000 metric tons of high-level waste at capacity — more nuclear
waste than currently exists in the country — for up to 40 years, while the federal government either
re-opens Yucca Mountain or establishes a new deep repository to permanently store the waste.
But according to New Mexico Attorney General Hector Balderas, if the federal government
fails to establish a permanent repository, the state’s options are limited.
'The simple answer is that federal law does not appear to afford the state any legal recourse,'
Balderas said in a 2018 letter to state Sen. Jeff Steinborn, who sits on the Radioactive and
Hazardous Materials Committee. Balderas also said that state approval is not a prerequisite to the
licensure of an interim storage facility.
The federal government 'does have a duty to establish a permanent repository at Yucca
Mountain,' Balderas said, 'but, as a result of political uncertainty and a lack of real progress over
the years, there simply is no telling when Yucca Mountain or some other permanent facility will be
constructed.'
Nuclear colonialism and legacy waste
Nuclear colonialism, a term first coined by environmentalist Winona LaDuke and activist
Ward Churchill, describes a systematic dispossession of indigenous lands, the exploitation of
cultural resources, and a history of subjugation and oppression of indigenous peoples by a
government to further nuclear production of energy and proliferation of weapons.
'All of the impacts from nuclear colonialism can be simplified by explaining it as
environmental racism,' Morgan told state legislators last week. She pointed to the health and
environmental consequences of uranium mining on the Navajo Nation during the last century.
'My family lives in areas where there was past uranium mining. We’re still dealing with the
legacy of all of the mining that fuelled World War II and the Cold War,” Morgan said. “This
legacy is still unaddressed — not just in New Mexico, but in the entire country. For that reason, my
concern is the health of our people, our environment.'
RELATED: Trump’s message for tribes: Let them eat yellowcake
Morgan explained to the committee that Diné people’s relationship to the landscape of the
Navajo Nation goes beyond what’s recognized by most state and federal laws.
'We do not believe we are separate from the environment,' Morgan said. 'We are not here to
protect the environment as land and as mountains, but as living, breathing entities.'
Similar beliefs, sometimes referred to in policy discussions as 'environmental personhood,'
have gained recognition among regulators in countries across the world in recent years.
'If there were to be any shipments that could possibly have an accident in these areas, they
would severely impact not just the human populations, but also the cultural resources of these
areas, which include medicines and our spiritual deities that live on these mountains,' she said.
State Rep. Angelica Rubio, who chairs the committee, also acknowledged the troubling
nuclear history of the state.
'There’s some historical trauma that exists in our state,' the Las Cruces Democrat said at the
conclusion of the Holtec presentation. 'It’s important to recognize that many communities and
many of our land and water and our species have all been directly impacted by nuclear at one point
in our history.'
Indigenous sovereignty
Nearly all of the state’s indigenous nations have formally opposed the project. Most
recently, the All Pueblo Council of Governors adopted a resolution opposing the project,
citing lack of tribal consultation as a key concern.
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'It’s quite significant, because it’s all of the pueblos of the state,' Morgan said. 'It’s very
important, because of the amount of history and cultural resources that they are also trying to
protect. I’m very thankful to them for passing such a resolution.'
RELATED: All Pueblo Council of Governors say no to nuclear waste storage
Morgan argued that the proposed facility, should it be approved by the NRC, may also infringe on
the sovereignty of the Navajo Nation.
The Holtec proposal would see nuclear waste transported via railway to the facility in the
southeast corner of the state. The Navajo Nation is located in the northwest corner of the state, but
one major railway traverses the boundaries of the nation. Depending on where the nuclear waste is
coming from, some of those shipments may travel across Navajo land.
Such transportation would be illegal under Navajo Nation law, Morgan said. 'The Navajo
Nation has passed what is called the Radioactive Materials Transportation Act of 2012, which
prohibits the transport of all radioactive materials throughout the Navajo Nation,' she said.
The federal government, on the other hand, adopted in 2016 a declaration of the rights of
Indigenous peoples, as a member of the Organization of American States. The declaration states
indigenous peoples 'have the right to promote, develop and maintain their institutional structures
and distinctive customers, spirituality, traditions, procedures, practices and, in the cases where they
exist, juridical systems or customs, in accordance with international human rights standards.' It also
states that 'indigenous law and legal systems shall be recognized and respected by the national,
regional, and international legal systems.'
'The Radioactive Transportation Act is a law of our Navajo Nation,' she said. 'The United
States is subject to our Navajo Nation law and that it should be respected. And New Mexico, as a
state, should be aware that this is our law. We ask for your help as legislators to ensure that our
sovereignty is respected.'
Morgan pointed to the federal government’s management of legacy uranium waste located
on the Navajo Nation.
'The [Department of Energy] currently has two sites in New Mexico — one in Shiprock and
one in Churchrock. Their preferred alternative in Shiprock for clean up is no action, and they have
cited, ‘let mother nature take its course, let mother nature take care of the mess,’ she said.
'If that’s an example of how the federal government treats us, I would ask that we prevent
any future risk to our state,' she said.
UPDATE: An earlier version of this story included a quote from Leona Morgan saying the
Department of Energy has proposed “no action” as the preferred alternative for clean up for a site
in Shiprock and a site in Churchrock. Morgan later clarified her comments to NM Political
Report that the DOE has proposed “no action” only for the site at Shiprock. The text has been
edited to reflect the correction."
Julia Conley, "Plan to Release Radioactive Fukushima Wastewater Into Pacific Ocean
Panned by Critics: 'Another reason to not build nuclear power plants,'" Common Dreams,
September 10, 2019, reported, "The far-reaching dangers of nuclear power were on full display
Tuesday as Japan's environmental minister recommended releasing more than one million
tons of radioactive wastewater from the Fukushima Daiichi plant into the Pacific Ocean
nearly a decade after a tsunami caused a meltdown at the coastal facility.
'There are no other options' other than dumping the water into the ocean and diluting it,
Yoshiaki Harada said at a news conference in Tokyo.
Chief cabinet secretary Yoshihide Suga disputed Harada's claim, saying the government has
not settled on a method of disposing of the wastewater. Other options include vaporizing the
water and storing it on land.
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But critics on social media said the suggestion of pouring contaminated water into the
Pacific is more than enough evidence that the risks associated with nuclear power are too
great to continue running plants like Fukushima.
The wastewater has been stored in tanks at Fukushima since the 2011 tsunami, when a
meltdown at the plant forced the evacuation of tens of thousands of people.
For years since the disaster, the plant has pumped tens of thousands of tons of water
to help cool its damaged reactor cores and keep them from melting. After the water is used
and contaminated with radionuclides and radioactive isotopes, it is stored in the tanks, but
the plant expects to run out of room in 2022.
The Atomic Energy Society of Japan said recently that it could take 17 years for water
to meet safety standards after it is diluted.
Greenpeace, which has long called on the Japanese government to invest in technology
to remove radioactivity from the water, said the environmental minister's proposal is
unacceptable.
'The government must commit to the only environmentally acceptable option for
managing this water crisis which is long-term storage and processing to remove radioactivity,
including tritium,' Shaun Burnie, a senior nuclear specialist the group's German office, told
France 24.
The government of neighboring South Korea expressed grave concerns over the potential
plan to dump the water into the Pacific, saying it planned to work closely with Japan to come up
with an alternative.
'The South Korean government is well aware of the impact of the treatment of the
contaminated water from the Fukushima nuclear power plant on the health and safety of the people
of both countries, and to the entire nation,' the government said.
Our work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-Share Alike 3.0 License."
Andrew E. Kramer, "Radiation Is Said to Be Released in Russian Military Accident," The
New York Times, August 8, 2019, https://www.nytimes.com/2019/08/08/world/europe/russiaradiation-accident.html, reported, "A fire that broke out on Thursday at a weapons testing
range in northern Russia killed two people, briefly raised radiation levels and prompted the
authorities to prohibit shipping and sailing in parts of the White Sea for a month, according
to officials and news media reports.
Russia’s military said that the fire occurred when a liquid-fueled rocket engine exploded at
the testing site, but that radiation levels remained at normal background levels, contradicting
reports from the municipal authorities in nearby Severodvinsk. It was the second lethal accident
involving the Russian Navy in just over a month."
The Russian military generally has been slow to admit accidents and harm that may stem
from them. However, the Russian military has confirmed that radioactive material was involved in
the event, and that there was a spread of radiation (Andrew E. Kramer, "Russia Confirms
Radioactive Materials Were Involved in Deadly BlastAndrew E. Kramer, August 10, 2019,
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/08/10/world/europe/russia-explosion-radiation.html).
Amy Qin, "Air Pollution Is Linked to Miscarriages in China, Study Finds: A new study
published on Monday adds to growing evidence of the negative health effects of air pollution on
pregnant women and their fetuses," The New York Times, October 14, 2019,
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/10/14/world/asia/china-air-pollution-miscarriages-study.html,
reported, "Researchers in China have found a significant link between air pollution and the
risk of miscarriage, according to a new scientific paper released on Monday.
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While air pollution is connected to a greater risk of respiratory
diseases, strokes and heart attacks, the new findings could add more urgency to Beijing’s
efforts to curb the problem, which has long plagued Chinese cities. Faced with a rapidly
aging population, the government has been trying to increase the national birthrate, which
dropped last year to the lowest level since 1949.
In a study published in the journal Nature Sustainability, scientists from five Chinese
universities examined the rate of 'missed abortions' in the first trimester, which can occur in up to
15 percent of pregnancies."
Lisa Friedman, "E.P.A. to Roll Back Rules to Control Toxic Ash from Coal Plants," The
New York Times, October 31, 2019, https://www.nytimes.com/2019/10/31/climate/epa-coalash.html, reported, "The Trump administration is expected to roll back an Obama-era
regulation meant to limit the leaching of heavy metals like arsenic, lead and mercury into
water supplies from the ash of coal-fired power plants, according to two people familiar with
the plans.
With a series of new rules expected in the coming days, the Environmental Protection
Agency will move to weaken the 2015 regulation that would have strengthened inspection and
monitoring at coal plants, lowered acceptable levels of toxic effluent and required plants to
install new technology to protect water supplies from contaminated coal ash."
Lisa Friedman, "E.P.A. to Limit Science Used to Write Public Health Rules," November,
11, 2019, https://www.nytimes.com/2019/11/11/climate/epa-science-trump.html, reported, "The
Trump administration is preparing to significantly limit the scientific and medical research
that the government can use to determine public health regulations, overriding protests from
scientists and physicians who say the new rule would undermine the scientific underpinnings
of government policymaking.
A new draft of the Environmental Protection Agency proposal, titled Strengthening
Transparency in Regulatory Science, would require that scientists disclose all of their raw data,
including confidential medical records, before the agency could consider an academic study’s
conclusions. E.P.A. officials called the plan a step toward transparency and said the disclosure of
raw data would allow conclusions to be verified independently."
Jake Johnson, "'Disgusting and Disturbing': Trump Guts Endangered Species Act in Gift to
Big Business: '"This administration seems set on damaging fragile ecosystems by prioritizing
industry
interests
over
science,'"
Common
Dreams,
August
12,
2019,
https://www.commondreams.org/news/2019/08/12/disgusting-and-disturbing-trump-gutsendangered-species-act-gift-big-business?cdorigin=rss&utm_term=AO&utm_campaign=Daily%20Newsletter&utm_content=email&utm_sour
ce=Daily%20Newsletter&utm_medium=Email, reported, "Environmentalists denounced the
Trump administration for crashing a 'bulldozer' through the Endangered Species Act on
Monday after the Interior Department finalized a series of rollbacks to the 46-year-old law
that will further imperil hundreds of vulnerable animal and plant species while paving the
way for business development projects.
'We are in the midst of an unprecedented extinction crisis, yet the Trump administration is
steamrolling our most effective wildlife protection law,' Rebecca Riley, legal director of the nature
program at the Natural Resources Defense Council, said in a statement. 'This administration seems
set on damaging fragile ecosystems by prioritizing industry interests over science.'
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As the New York Times reported, the Trump administration's rollbacks will 'very likely clear
the way for new mining, oil and gas drilling, and development in areas where protected species
live.'
Noah Greenwald, the Center for Biological Diversity's endangered species director, said the
dramatic rule changes 'could be the beginning of the end' for hundreds of species such as
wolverines and monarch butterflies.
'We'll fight the Trump administration in court to block this rewrite, which only serves the
oil industry and other polluters who see endangered species as pesky inconveniences,'
said
Greenwald.
The Washington
Post (https://www.washingtonpost.com/climateenvironment/2019/08/12/new-trump-rules-weaken-wildlife-protections/)summarized the Trump
administration's sweeping changes to the widely popular law:
Potential threats to business opportunities and other costs of listing a species [as
endangered] must now be considered and shared with the public...
The administration will also shrink the number of habitats set aside for threatened
wildlife. Currently, land that plants and animals occupy is set aside for their protection, in
addition to areas that they once occupied but abandoned.
For the threatened species, unoccupied habitat might not be protected, opening it up
for oil and gas exploration or other forms of development.
Conservationists and some politicians decried the changes as a major rollback of the 46year-old law credited with saving the bald eagle, grizzly bear, humpback whale, American
alligator, and Florida manatee from extinction.
The administration's rollbacks, which sparked a torrent of public opposition, come just
months after a dire United Nations report warned that human activity has pushed a million plant
and animal species to the brink of extinction.
The Sierra Club said in a statement that the administration's far-reaching rule changes,
which the group dubbed Trump's 'extinction plan,' will accelerate that alarming trend.
'Undermining this popular and successful law is a major step in the wrong direction as we
face the increasing challenges of climate change and its effects on wildlife," said Lena Moffitt,
director of Sierra Club's Our Wild America campaign. "The Endangered Species Act works; our
communities—both natural and human—have reaped the benefits. This safety net must be
preserved.'
Our work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-Share Alike 3.0 License."
Andrea Germanos, "Trump Administration Reauthorizes 'Cyanide Bombs' to Kill US
Wildlife: Conservation groups say the devices are indiscriminate killers that should be banned,"
Common Dreams, August 9, 2019, https://www.commondreams.org/news/2019/08/09/trumpadministration-reauthorizes-cyanide-bombs-kill-us-wildlife?cdorigin=rss&utm_term=AO&utm_campaign=Daily%20Newsletter&utm_content=email&utm_sour
ce=Daily%20Newsletter&utm_medium=Email, reported, "Brushing off overwhelming public
opposition, the Trump administration this week re-approved the use of so-called 'cyanide
bombs' to kill wild animals on public lands.
Known officially as M-44s, the devices 'can't be used safely by anyone, anywhere,' said
Collette Adkins, carnivore conservation director at the Center for Biological Diversity, noting
that they claim the lives of target animals like coyotes as well as non-target animals including
foxes, bears, and family pets.
The announcement was posted in the Federal Register, authorizing their use on 'an interim
basis—until a final decision can be made in 2021,' as Newsweek reported. It authorizes their use
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by Wildlife Services, a program of the U.S. Department of Agriculture, and by state agencies
in South Dakota, Montana, Wyoming, New Mexico, and Texas, said the Center for Biological
Diversity.
Wildlife Services—which has been in the crosshairs of animal welfare and conservation
groups—says its mission is 'to resolve wildlife conflicts to allow people and wildlife to coexist.'
However, critics like the Humane Society say (pdf) it 'has shown a preference for lethal methods in
resolving conflicts' and has been 'exterminating wildlife as a government subsidy for private
ranchers and other special interests, using inhumane and ineffective methods, while the U.S.
taxpayers foot a large share of the bill.'
Agence France-Presse reported:
'The devices, known as M-44s, which are implanted in the ground and resemble lawn
sprinklers, use a spring-loaded ejector to release sodium cyanide when an animal tugs on its baited
capsule holder.
The government halted the use of the devices last year after one of them was
responsible for injuring a boy and killing his dog in Idaho.'
BBC News added:
But the EPA has decided they are still safe for use, after support from rancher groups
and 'stakeholders' including farmers groups.
It said that the cyanide bombs stopped predators from killing livestock and that a ban would
result in farmers losing money.
The Center for Biological Diversity, in a tweet, called M-44s 'horrific death traps.'
When the EPA earlier this year proposed their reinstatement, the Center for Biological
Diversity and Western Environmental Law Center analyzed a batch of over 22,000 public
comments.
Public sentiment was clear, said the groups, as 99.9 percent of people supported a ban
on the cyanide bombs.
The conservation groups also pointed to Wildlife Services' own data showing that out of
the nearly 6,600 animals it killed in 2018, over 200 were non-target animals—a death toll they
say is likely an under-count.
'EPA is blatantly ignoring its fundamental duty to protect the public, our pets, and
native wildlife from the cruel, lethal impacts of cyanide bombs lurking on our public lands,'
said Kelly Nokes, a wildlife attorney with the Western Environmental Law Center.
The EPA did add restrictions—including increasing the amount of space between a public roadway
and the devices, and the distance between warning signs and the cyanide bombs—but those
changes did little to assuage conservation groups' concerns.
'Tightening up use restrictions is turning a blind eye to the reality of M-44s,' said Brooks
Fahy, executive director of Predator Defense.
'In my 25 years working with M-44 victims I've learned that Wildlife Services' agents
frequently do not follow the use restrictions. And warning signs will not prevent more dogs, wild
animals, and potentially children from being killed,' he continued. 'They cannot read them.'
'M-44s are a safety menace,' said Fahy, 'and must be banned'
Our work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-Share Alike 3.0 License."
Lisa Friedman, "Court Blocks Trump’s Plan to Ease Bird Protections on Oil Lands," The
New York Times, October 16, 2019, https://www.nytimes.com/2019/10/16/climate/trump-sagegrouse.html, reported, "A federal judge on Wednesday blocked the Trump administration’s
plan to ease protections for an iconic bird that makes its home on millions of acres of oil and
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gas-rich sagebrush lands, dealing a blow to government efforts to allow more drilling, mining
and logging in the west.
Judge B. Lynn Winmill of the United States District Court for the District of Idaho granted
a preliminary injunction that suspends efforts by the Department of Interior’s Bureau of Land
Management to weaken protections for the bird, known as the greater sage grouse, in ten
states.
While the halt is temporary, the judge indicated that the environmental organizations
that brought the legal challenge — arguing that the Interior Department failed to consider
reasonable alternatives and did not thoroughly examine the environmental consequences of
its actions — is likely to prevail."
The Minnesota Court of appeals stayed the water quality permit for the proposed
OlyMet copper-nickel mine in northeast Minnesota, ruling the permit did not fit the concerns
expressed in the process of considering it ("Minnesota appeals court blocks key permit for
PolyMet mine," NFIC, August 2019).
Jake Johnson, "Alarming' Explosion of Toxic Pesticide Use Causing Insect Apocalypse in
United States: Study: 'Insect abundance has declined 45 percent. This is a global crisis—we must
ban
neonics
to
save
the
bees!'"
Common
Dreams,
August
7,
2019,
https://www.commondreams.org/news/2019/08/07/alarming-explosion-toxic-pesticide-usecausing-insect-apocalypse-united-states-study?cdorigin=rss&utm_term=AO&utm_campaign=Weekly%20Newsletter&utm_content=email&utm_so
urce=Weekly%20Newsletter&utm_medium=Email, reported, "The rapid and dangerous decline
of the insect population in the United States—often called an 'insect apocalypse' by
scientists—has largely been driven by an increase in the toxicity of U.S. agriculture caused by
the use of neonicotinoid pesticides, according to a study published Tuesday in the
journal PLOS One.
The study found that American agriculture has become 48 times more toxic to insects
over the past 25 years and pinned 92 percent of the toxicity increase on neonicotinoids, which
were banned by the European Union last year due to the threat they pose to bees and other
pollinators.
Kendra Klein, Ph.D., study co-author and senior staff scientist at Friends of the Earth, said
the United States must follow Europe's lead and ban the toxic pesticides before it is too late.
'It is alarming that U.S. agriculture has become so much more toxic to insect life in the past two
decades,' Klein said in a statement. 'We need to phase out neonicotinoid pesticides to protect bees
and other insects that are critical to biodiversity and the farms that feed us.'
'Congress must pass the Saving America's Pollinators Act to ban neonicotinoids,' Klein
added. 'In addition, we need to rapidly shift our food system away from dependence on harmful
pesticides and toward organic farming methods that work with nature rather than against it.'
According to National Geographic, neonics 'are used on over 140 different agricultural
crops in more than 120 countries. They attack the central nervous system of insects, causing
overstimulation of their nerve cells, paralysis, and death.'
With insect populations declining due to neonic use, 'the numbers of insect-eating
birds have plummeted in recent decades,' National Geographic reported. 'There's also been a
widespread decline in nearly all bird species.'
As Common Dreams reported in February, scientists warned in a global analysis that by
decimating insect populations, widespread use of pesticides poses a serious threat to the
planet's ecosystems and ultimately to the survival of humankind.
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Klein said the 'good news' is that neonics are not at all necessary for food production.
'We have four decades of research and evidence that agroecological farming methods
can grow our food without decimating pollinators,' said Klein.
Our work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-Share Alike 3.0 License."
Julia Conley, "Study Predicts 'Frightening Future' for North American Birds, With TwoThirds of Species Extinct by 2100 If Earth Warms More Than 1.5 Degrees: 'There's hope in this
report, but first, it'll break your heart if you care about birds and what they tell us about the
ecosystems we share with them. It's a bird emergency,'" Common Dreams, October 11, 2019,
https://www.commondreams.org/news/2019/10/11/study-predicts-frightening-future-northamerican-birds-two-thirds-species-extinct?cdorigin=rss&utm_term=AO&utm_campaign=Daily%20Newsletter&utm_content=email&utm_sour
ce=Daily%20Newsletter&utm_medium=Email, reported, "In a new study published Thursday by
the National Audubon Society, scientists say that saving hundreds of bird species from
extinction by the end of this century is entirely possible—but that without commitment from
policymakers to end human-caused global warming, two-thirds of North America's birds
could be gone by 2100.
The report, "Survival by Degrees: Bird Species on the Brink," found that 389 out of
604 North American bird species are at risk of extinction by 2100 if the Earth's temperature
rises by 3 to 5º Celsius, as it's projected to if the current trend of emitting millions of tons of
carbon each year continues.
The Society released its report less than a month after the Bird Conservancy of the
Rockies revealed that nearly a third of North American birds—about three billion—were lost over
the last five decades.
Thursday's study predicts "an even more frightening future" unless the climate crisis is
stopped, Audubon Society CEO David Yarnold said in a statement.
The group looked at 140 million bird records and measured the effects of sea level rise,
urbanization, and extreme heat on bird populations. Many of the changes caused by increased
carbon in the atmosphere will drastically reduce the range in which birds are able to live, the
study found.
'Birds will be forced to relocate to find favorable homes,' reads the report. 'And they may
not survive.'
The Audubon Society created an interactive graphic allowing users to view how warming
of 3º Celsius or more would affect various species versus warming of 1.5º, which the
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change says is the upper limit for global warming in order to
avoid the worst effects of the climate crisis.
The bobolink, which lives in the northern U.S. and southern Canada, would lose 88
percent of its current habitat range by 2100 if policymakers don't pass laws to help limit the
warming of the globe, and would be forced to move north. The species would lose only 43
percent of its range if the Earth warms 1.5º Celsius.
Other birds at risk for drastic habitat loss include the Baltimore oriole, the saltmarsh
sparrow, and the purple finch.
The prediction of an extreme loss of bird species by 2100 also points to danger for
humans as well, the Audubon Society said.
'Birds are important indicator species, because if an ecosystem is broken for birds, it
is or soon will be for people too,' said Brooke Bateman, senior climate scientist for the Society.
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But the group stressed that with commitment from government leaders around the
world, more than three-quarters of bird species in North America are expected to have far
greater outcomes at the end of the century, retaining more of their habitats.
'By stabilizing carbon emissions and holding warming to [1.5º Celsius] above preindustrial levels, 76 percent of vulnerable species will be better off, and nearly 150 species
would no longer be vulnerable to extinction from climate change,' the report reads.
Renee Stone, the group's vice president for climate, called on the public to make clear to
election officials that reducing carbon emissions to net zero in the next decade, and therefore
stemming the crisis, is a top priority for them.
'We already know what we need to do to reduce global warming, and we already have a lot
of the tools we need to take those steps. Now, what we need are more people committed to making
sure those solutions are put into practice,' said Stone.
While 'there's hope in this report,' Yarnold said, 'it'll break your heart if you care about birds
and what they tell us about the ecosystems we share with them. It's a bird emergency.'
Our work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-Share Alike 3.0 License."
In addition to many species of birds being threatened with extinction, most of those
who survive, though in most cases in smaller numbers, in most instances will have to shift
where they live in the face of changing climate. For example, Brad Plumer, "These State Birds
May Be Forced Out of Their States as the World Warms," The New York Times, October 10, 2019,
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/10/10/climate/state-birds-climate-change.html, reported, "Each
state in America has an official state bird, usually an iconic species that helps define the
landscape. Minnesota chose the common loon, whose haunting wails echo across the state’s
northern lakes each summer. Georgia picked the brown thrasher, a fiercely territorial bird with a
repertoire of more than 1,000 song types.
But as the planet warms and birds across the country relocate to escape the heat, at
least eight states could see their state birds largely or entirely disappear from within their
borders
during
the
summer, according
to
a
new
study
(available
at:
https://www.audubon.org/climate/survivalbydegrees)."
"Save the Bees: Ban Bee Killing Pesticides," Action Network reported by E-mail,
September 13, 3019, https://actionnetwork.org/petitions/i-support-local-action-to-ban-bee-killingpesticides/, reported, "Bees are declining at an alarming rate. Last winter, bee-keepers
reported that nearly 40% of their hives died suddenly, an all-time record. Bees are already
facing a dire threat from global climate change, and bee-killing pesticides could push bee
species to extinction."
Steve Mashuda, "Court Rules In Key Case To Protect One Of Earth’s Rarest Whales:
Victory: A federal court bars use of entangling nets in vital right whale habitat," Earthjustice,
October 29, 2019, https://earthjustice.org/news/press/2019/critically-endangered-north-atlanticright-whales-court-rules-to-protect-from-fishinggear?utm_source=crm&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=19115_Info_RightWhales&utm_ter
m=info&utm_content=HTMLbodylink1, reported, "A federal court has ruled that federal
fisheries managers failed to protect critically endangered North Atlantic right whales when
opening nearly 3,000 square miles of previously protected New England marine waters to
dangerous fishing gear.
There are only around 400 North Atlantic right whales left on earth. In response to litigation
from the Conservation Law Foundation (CLF) and Earthjustice, the court ordered that, until the
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government complies with wildlife and fishery protection laws, it must not allow a certain
type of entangling fishing gear in areas where right whales are known to gather."
Marissa Higgins, "On remote islands, plastic pollution confused, trapped, and killed half
a million
hermit
crabs,"
Daily
Kos,
December
5,
2019,
https://www.dailykos.com/stories/2019/12/5/1903748/-On-remote-islands-plastic-pollution-isconfusing-trapping-and-killing-hermit-crabs?detail=emaildkre, reported, "More than half a
million hermit crabs have died after getting stuck in plastic pollution on two remote tropical
island groups, according to a new study. Researchers behind the study, published in the Journal of
Hazardous Materials, say that plastic pollution served as 'deadly traps' for the crabs. The result?
Tons of dead hermit crabs—and bigger picture concerns about ecosystems and tourism.
Researchers estimate that around 508,000 hermit crabs in the four Cocos Islands in the Indian
Ocean died this way, while about 61,000 on Henderson Island in the Pacific Ocean met the
same fate.
Loss of hermit crabs could have a real impact on ecosystems, as hermit crabs fertilize
the soil and disperse seeds."
Liz Karan, "High Seas Treaty Advances, Could Protect Last Global Common: August
meeting offers U.N. chance to negotiate safeguards for marine biodiversity," Pew Charitable Trust,
August 19, 2019, https://www.pewtrusts.org/en/research-and-analysis/articles/2019/08/19/highseas-treaty-advances-could-protect-last-global-common?utm_campaign=2019-0827+Latest&utm_medium=email&utm_source=Pew, reported, "From August 19 to 30, an
intergovernmental conference will convene at the United Nations in New York to continue
negotiations toward a treaty to ensure the conservation and sustainable use of the high seas—
the two-thirds of the world’s ocean beyond the jurisdiction of any country.
At this meeting—the third of four substantive sessions—governments will be working to
agree on the details of a global mechanism to establish marine protected areas and standards
for assessing the environmental impacts of human activities in these international waters. The
high seas are currently governed by a patchwork of international bodies that is failing to
protect this vast and ecologically vital wilderness, which is also the last global common.
The recent Global Assessment Report on Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services,
prepared by 145 experts from 50 countries, found that roughly 66 percent of Earth’s marine
environment has been significantly altered by human activity, and that the numbers and
health of flora and fauna are declining globally at rates unprecedented in human history.
This is due to numerous factors, including climate change, and to help slow the damage and
better safeguard biodiversity, the report recommended expanding the current network of
marine protected areas.
In another international forum, the Convention on Biological Diversity, governments
are starting to call for protecting and conserving at least 30 percent of the ocean and
sustainable management of the whole ocean by 2030. With this backdrop, the U.N. talks to
protect the high seas are taking place at a critical time. It is now up to world leaders to finalize this
treaty before humankind runs out of chances to secure the health of our oceans for present and
future generations."
"Tell Credit Suisse to Ditch Norway’s Ocean Dumpers! 'They won’t get our fjord,'"
Earthworks,
August
8,
2019,
http://org.salsalabs.com/o/676/p/dia/action4/common/public/?action_KEY=23753&okay=true,
stated, "Since 2016 Sámi Indigenous People have said no to the Nussir copper mine that would
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dump 30 million tonnes of mine tailings into their fjord. This pollution will smother
important fishing grounds and threaten the Sámi way of life.
But the mine is moving forward, thanks to Credit Suisse.
Credit Suisse props up Nussir, along with other irresponsible companies whose mines
threaten ecosystems and Indigenous communities. Mine waste dumping is an outdated
practice that should be banned once and for all - not backed by big banks.
Take Action: Sign the petition calling on Credit Suisse to respect Sámi Indigenous
communities and Ditch Ocean Dumping."
No rest for Australian activists: Adani received approval for the enormous Carmichael
Mine, which plans to export coal through the Great Barrier Reef. Snap 'climate emergency'
actions are being held across the country in response. More on the approval:
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2019/jun/14/campaigners-criticise-reckless-approvaladani-mine-australia."
Jessica Corbett, "Example of 'Unknown Unknowns,' Study Detailing 'Almost Instant
Mortality of Corals' Suggests Crisis Worse Than Previously Understood: 'The water temperatures
are so warm that the coral animal doesn't bleach... the animal dies and its underlying skeleton is all
that
remains,'"
Common
Dreams,
August
9,
2019,
https://www.commondreams.org/news/2019/08/09/example-unknown-unknowns-study-detailingalmost-instant-mortality-corals-suggests?cdorigin=rss&utm_term=AO&utm_campaign=Daily%20Newsletter&utm_content=email&utm_sour
ce=Daily%20Newsletter&utm_medium=Email, reported, "As the human-caused climate
crisis drives up ocean temperatures at a rate that has scientists worried, a study published
Thursday in the journal Current Biology reveals that warming waters are an even bigger
threat to coral reefs than experts previously realized.
Past research has raised alarm about how ocean pollution and rising temperatures cause
coral bleaching—which is when coral expels algae, its main food source, and turns white. Although
more susceptible to disease and death, bleached coral can recover if temperatures fall, so some
scientists have been hopeful that urgent climate action could revive impacted reefs.
However, the new study—conducted by researchers at the University of New South Wales Sydney,
the University of Newcastle, the University of Technology Sydney, James Cook University, and
the National Oceanographic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA)—heightens concerns about
the future of coral reefs in a warming world.
According to the study:
Severe marine heatwaves have recently become a common feature of global ocean
conditions due to a rapidly changing climate. These increasingly severe thermal conditions
are causing an unprecedented increase in the frequency and severity of mortality events in
marine ecosystems, including on coral reefs... [M]arine heatwave events on coral reefs are
biologically distinct to how coral bleaching has been understood to date.
"Until now, we have described coral bleaching as an event where the symbiotic
relationship between coral and its microbes breaks down and corals lose their main source of
nutrition, and the coral can die if the symbiosis is not restored,' co-author Tracy Ainsworth, an
associate professor at Australia's University of New South Wales Sydney, explained in a statement.
'But what we are now seeing is that severe marine heatwave events can have a far
more severe impact than coral bleaching,' Ainsworth continued. 'The water temperatures are
so warm that the coral animal doesn't bleach—in terms of a loss of its symbiosis—the animal
dies and its underlying skeleton is all that remains.'
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'We find that the skeleton is immediately overgrown by rapid growth of algae and
bacteria,' said co-author Bill Leggat, an associate professor at the U.K.'s University of Newcastle.
By CT scanning the coral skeleton, Leggat said, the team found that 'this process is devastating
not just for the animal tissue, but also for the skeleton that is left behind, which is rapidly
eroded and weakened.'
Laura Richardson at the U.K.-based Bangor University's School of Ocean Sciences—who
was not involved in the study—told BBC News that the team's significant discovery was 'the
rapidity with which the reef skeleton breaks down when you have these severe heatwaves.'
They are the first researchers, as Richardson noted, to document that such events are
causing 'almost instant mortality of corals.'
'Climate scientists talk about 'unknown unknowns'—impacts that we haven't anticipated
from existing knowledge and experience,' said study co-author Scott Heron of Australia's James
Cook University. 'This discovery fits into this category.'
'As we begin now to understand this impact," Heron added, "the question is how many
more of these 'unknown unknowns' might there still be that could bring faster and greater damage
to coral reefs from climate change.'
Though the study generated alarm, the researchers expressed hope that it will spur public
outcry for policymakers to pursue bolder efforts to combat the climate crisis—and, specifically,
protect coral reefs, particularly considering the anticipated consequences of inaction.
PBS News Hour reported that 'without the option to recover, the world may start seeing
corals die off faster than expected. And the death of corals would come with a steep cost for
humans: flood protection that's worth tens of millions in the U.S. alone, plus an estimated
value of almost $30 billion each year globally in tourism, fishing, and other benefits.'
'Across the globe coral reefs are still a source of inspiration and awe of the natural world, as
well as being critically important to the communities that rely upon them,' said Ainsworth. 'Given
that the degradation of coral reefs will result in the collapse of ecosystem services that sustain
over half a billion people, we urgently need actions both globally and locally that protect and
conserve these truly wonderful places.'
Our work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-Share Alike 3.0 License."
Walter Einenkel, "Alaska's water temperatures have been so hot this summer that salmon
are
dying
off
in
large
numbers,"
Daily
Kos,
August
21,
2019,
https://www.dailykos.com/stories/2019/8/21/1880433/-Alaska-s-water-temperatures-have-beenso-hot-this-summer-that-salmon-are-dying-off-in-large-numbers?detail=emaildkre,
reported,
"Salmon are showing up dead in record numbers across Western Alaska this summer, and
scientists believe it is due to an unprecedented heat wave. Stephanie Quinn-Davidson, a
scientist and director of the Yukon Inter-Tribal Fish Commission, led a group of fellow
scientists to investigate along the Koyokuk River and counted “850 dead unspawned salmon
on that expedition, although they estimated the total was likely four to 10 times
larger.” The scientists saw no signs of disease or infections. These salmon, they believe, are
dying off in record numbers due to the heat."
"Save the Bees: Ban Bee Killing Pesticides," Action Network reported by E-mail,
September 13, 3019, https://actionnetwork.org/petitions/i-support-local-action-to-ban-bee-killingpesticides/, reported, " Bees are declining at an alarming rate. Last winter, bee-keepers
reported that nearly 40% of their hives died suddenly, an all-time record. Bees are already
facing a dire threat from global climate change, and bee-killing pesticides could push bee
species to extinction."
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Warming weather with mild winters allowing wasps to survive, in spring 2019, brought
an increase of super wasp nests with up to 18,000 aggressive wasps from the usual one or two to
perhaps 90. The wasps are quite territorial, and pose a serious danger to people, sometimes for
quite young people ("Officials Warn of Wasp ‘Super Nests’ in Alabama: A colony can grow to be as
big as a Volkswagen Beetle and can have 15,000 wasps. The last time scientists saw such an
unusually high number of enormous nests was in 2006Officials Warn of Wasp ‘Super Nests’ in
Alabama,"
The
New
York
Times,
June
30,
2019,
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/06/30/climate/yellow-jackets-wasp-nests.html).
Michael Gerstein, "Game and Fish joins pact to protect Mexican gray wolf," Santa Fe New
Mexican, November 14, 2019, reported, "The New Mexico Department of Game and Fish
announced Thursday that it has joined a federal and state Mexican gray wolf protection pact.
The head of the department and director of the New Mexico State Game Commission
signed a document with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service to work together on a plan to protect the
endangered species at a signing ceremony Wednesday, according to the department."
"The Arizona Game and Fish Department, White Mountain Apache Tribe, U.S. Forest
Service, U.S. Bureau of Land Management and other agencies are also part of the recovery pact."
Kai Schultz, "India’s Wild Tiger Population Rises, Despite Conflict With Humans," The
New York Times, July 29, 2019, https://www.nytimes.com/2019/07/29/world/asia/indiatiger.htmlm, reported, "India’s population of endangered Bengal tigers is on the rise, officials
said Monday.
According to a government estimate, there are nearly 3,000 Bengal tigers in the wild in
India, a 33 percent increase since 2014. Wildlife experts say better safety monitoring and stricter
wildlife policies have helped the tiger population grow to its largest in about two decades."
"But as the number of tigers has increased, so have the human-tiger conflicts in India, a
country of 1.3 billion."
Palko Karasz, "200 Reindeer Starved to Death. Experts Call It a Sign of Climate Change,"
The New York Times, July 31, 2019, https://www.nytimes.com/2019/07/31/world/europe/norwayreindeer-climate-change.html, reported, " Two hundred reindeer died of starvation last winter
on a remote Arctic archipelago, researchers in Norway reported, highlighting what they said
were the effects of climate change on vulnerable ecosystems."
"Ashild Onvik Pedersen, a terrestrial ecologist at the institute, said on Wednesday that
climate change had increased the frequency and amount of rain in the high Arctic. Heavy winter
rains had then turned to ice, preventing reindeer from reaching their usual vegetation."
Richard Walker, "Seven ways tribes are repairing the Salish Sea and Washington
waterways," ICT, June 20, 2019, https://newsmaven.io/indiancountrytoday/news/seven-waystribes-are-repairing-the-salish-sea-and-washington-waterways-VRALLUa5hkqZ9WD-rUqT4Q/,
reported, "Tribal nations in Washington state are facing environmental challenges ranging
from protecting wildlife habitats and waterways to protecting the livelihood of Washington
state residents from toxic chemicals that have been released into the environment and water
for decades.
Here are seven eco-disasters affecting Washington tribes as well as efforts to improve
the waters on which all inhabitants depend.
Everything interrelates: The Salish Sea Campaign
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Due to a consistent decline in the number of orcas that inhabit the Salish Sea, the Lummi
Nation launched the Salish Sea Campaign on June 15 at the Olympic Sculpture Park in Seattle,
calling for communities of the Salish Sea to stand together to protect the Southern resident orcas
from extinction."
"All representatives called for several initiatives to include a study on the cumulative
impacts of human-caused stressors to the Salish Sea; a moratorium on any new stressors until
salmon populations have been restored to 1985 levels; ceremonial feedings of the qwe’ lhol
mechen — the Lummi name for orca, meaning 'our relations below the waves' — and the
development of a multi-phased pilot project to save the Southern resident orcas."
"Seeking to restore balance between Salmon and Sea Lions
The good news: The California and Steller sea lion populations have rebounded since the
passage of the Marine Mammal Protection Act in 1972, according to state Fish and Wildlife
regional director Kessina Lee. But that’s meant bad news for endangered and threatened fish
populations that are trying to rebuild.
Sea lions have been preying on those fish, particularly at Bonneville Dam, the first dam on
the river that salmon and steelhead encounter, as they make their way upriver to spawn.
As a result, the Washington state Department of Fish and Wildlife and Treaty Tribes are seeking
permission from the National Marine Fisheries Service to “lethally remove” sea lions preying on
threatened and endangered salmon and steelhead runs in the Columbia River and its tributaries."
“Teck Metals’ decades of toxic waste into the Upper Columbia River
For over 65 years, the industrial company Teck Metals has been intentionally discharging
millions of tons of slag into the Upper Columbia River affecting the Colville Tribes. In December
2018, people living downriver from Trail, British Columbia in Canada filed a class action lawsuit
against Teck Metals, claiming high rates of disease which they have attributed to pollution from the
smelter. According to extensive reporting by CBC News in Canada, Teck Metals has a history of
dumping and spills at its smelter (an installation or factory for smelting a metal from its ore) in
Trail, British Columbia."
"In September of 2018, the 9th Circuit Court of Appeals ruled Teck Metals was liable for
discharging several million tons of toxic wastes into the river. Teck Metals appealed and the U.S.
Supreme Court declined on June 11 to hear the company’s appeal of a decision awarding more than
$8 million in costs to the Colville Tribes for cleanup of the company’s toxic waste into the upper
Columbia River."
"The Lower Duwamish River: Owners agree to cleanup
The Lower Duwamish River was modified beginning in the mid-1800s to accommodate
industries that used the river to ship their products near and far via Puget Sound and the Pacific
Ocean.
But those companies were not always careful about what went into the water, and a fivemile stretch of the lower river is now a Superfund clean-up site. Two of those property owners
have agreed to cleanup plans."
The industry-lined Duwamish River has been polluted for a hundred years or more and its bottom
five miles ruled a Superfund site.
One owner of a 1.3-acre industrial property on the lower Duwamish has agreed to clean a portion
of the site and test all of it for soil and groundwater contamination, a step toward planning a future
final cleanup.
"Congress voices concern about proposed Upper Skagit River copper mine
Nine members of Congress from Washington state have written U.S. Secretary of State
Mike Pompeo, voicing opposition to a proposed mine in the headwaters of the Upper Skagit River
in British Columbia. They say mining could harm downriver wildlife and habitats and would
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“undercut the spirit” of a 1984 treaty between the United States and Canada relating to the Skagit
River and Ross Lake."
"For the love of salmon: Washington Gov. Jay Inslee pledges nearly $275 million for
culvert replacement
Washington Gov. Jay Inslee, a candidate for the Democratic presidential nomination,
recently used his budget transfer authority to direct the state Department of Transportation to
allocate $275 million toward replacement of culverts that block fish migration.
The legislature had appropriated $100 million to the effort."
Louis Sahagun, Phil Willon, "California becomes first state to ban fur trapping after Gov.
Newsom
signs
law,"
The
Los
Angeles
Times,
September
4,
2019,
https://www.latimes.com/california/story/2019-09-04/fur-trapping-ban-californialaw?emci=ee223a85-c3d4-e911-bcd0-2818784d4349&emdi=57a13a61-8bd5-e911-bcd02818784d4349&ceid=357453&utm_term=Wildlife, reported, "California has enacted a new ban
on fur trapping for animal pelts, making it the first state to outlaw a centuries-old livelihood
that was intertwined with the rise of the Western frontier."
Global Citizen, "It’s Now Illegal to Distribute Plastic Bags in Panama," July 24, 2019,
https://www.globalcitizen.org/en/content/panama-plastic-bagban/?utm_source=Iterable&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=US_July_23_2019_content_dige
st_header_control, reported, "The country just banned plastic bags from supermarkets,
retailers, and pharmacies in a major effort to end the waste crisis."
Anemona Hartocollis, "Less Trash, More Schools — One Plastic Brick at a Time," The New
York Times, July 27, 2019, https://www.nytimes.com/2019/07/27/world/africa/recycled-plasticschool-building-conceptos-plasticos.html, reported that in, the Ivory Coast plastic garbage collected
by a women’s group is being recycled into bricks and used to build schools.
Jessica Corbett, "Scientists Urge UN to Add Environmental Destruction to Geneva
Conventions' List of War Crimes: 'Despite calls for a fifth convention two decades ago, military
conflict continues to destroy megafauna, push species to extinction, and poison water resources,"
Common Dreams, July 24, 2019, https://www.commondreams.org/news/2019/07/24/scientistsurge-un-add-environmental-destruction-geneva-conventions-list-war-crimes?cdorigin=rss&utm_term=AO&utm_campaign=Daily%20Newsletter&utm_content=email&utm_sour
ce=Daily%20Newsletter&utm_medium=Emaily 24, 2019, reported, "In a letter to the editor
published Tuesday by the journal Nature, two dozen scientists from around the world urged
the United Nations' International Law Commission to adopt a Fifth Geneva Convention that
creates protections for the environment in armed conflicts."
Christopher Flavelle, "Climate Fwd," The New York Times, September 11, 2019, via-Emil,
"When the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration rebuked its own meteorologists
on Friday for contradicting President Trump, the uproar that followed demonstrated more than
the usual concern over political interference in science.
That pushback, which now includes inquiries from both Congress and the inspector
general responsible for NOAA, reflects a deeper anxiety: The notion that one of the country’s
leading science agencies, which has thus far received more autonomy from Mr. Trump’s
White House than other parts of the federal government, might now be losing that
autonomy."
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U.S. Developments
Many of the reports in this issue of U.S. government legislation, agency action, and court
decisions are informed by electronic flyers from Hobbs, Straus, Dean and Walker, LLP, 2120 L
Street NW, Suite 700, Washington, DC 20037, http://www.hobbsstraus.com. Reports from Indian
Country Today, from the web, are listed as from ICT. Reports from News From Indian Country
Today are listed as from NFIC.
U.S. Government Developments
Presidential Actions
Kolby KickingWoman, "Trump establishes ‘Operation Lady Justice’ task force," ICT,
November 26, 2019, https://newsmaven.io/indiancountrytoday/news/trump-establishes-operationlady-justice-task-force-bLWSI2bWVEyvxvuwz3rr6w/, reported, "President Donald J. Trump
signed an executive order creating a White House task force on missing and slain American
Indians and Alaska Natives.
The task force will be overseen by Attorney General William Barr and Interior Secretary
David Bernhardt. It is tasked with developing protocols to apply to new and unsolved cases and
creating a multi-jurisdictional team to review cold cases."
"The National Institute of Justice estimates that 1.5 million Native American women
have experienced violence in their lifetime, including many who are victims of sexual
violence. On some reservations, federal studies have shown women are killed at a rate over 10
times the national average."
Congressional Developments
"Congress Passes FUTURE Act Supporting Tribal Colleges and Universities," NCAI,
December 11, 2019, http://www.ncai.org/news/articles/2019/12/11/congress-passes-future-actsupporting-tribal-colleges-and-universities, reported, "Yesterday, in a 316-92 vote, the U.S.
House of Representatives passed a Senate-amended version of the Fostering Undergraduate
Talent by Unlocking Resources for Education (FUTURE) Act. On the same day, the Senate
passed the FUTURE Act by a voice vote.
'Tribal Colleges and Universities fulfill a fundamental role in supporting American Indian
and Alaska Native higher education and maintaining, preserving, and revitalizing irreplaceable
American Indian and Alaska Native languages and cultural traditions,' said Kevin J. Allis, Chief
Executive Officer of the National Congress of American Indians. 'We are thrilled to see the House
pass the FUTURE Act, which provides Tribal Colleges and Universities funding for student
support services, faculty development, academic curriculum, classroom construction and
modernization, courses to strengthen our tribal nations, and many other important educational
activities.'
The FUTURE Act permanently extends mandatory funding at current levels for the
following types of higher education institutions: Tribal Colleges and Universities at $30
million, Alaska Native-Serving Institutions and Native Hawaiian-Serving Institutions at $15
million, and Native American-Serving Non-tribal Institutions at $5 million. In addition, the
FUTURE Act streamlines the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) verification
process.
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The FUTURE Act (H.R. 5363) now heads to the President for his signature.
To view NCAI’s resolution supporting this legislation, please click here:
http://www.ncai.org/REN-19-038_FINAL.pdf.
To view NCAI’s letter of support for this legislation, please click here."
"Congress Passes the Esther Martinez Native Languages Programs Reauthorization Act,"
NCIA,
9,
2019,
http://www.ncai.org/news/articles/2019/12/09/congress-passes-the-esthermartinez-native-languages-programs-reauthorization-act, reported, "Today, in a voice vote, the
U.S. House of Representatives passed the Esther Martinez Native Languages Programs
Reauthorization Act.
'The protection and preservation of our Native languages is crucial to the cultural identities
and lifeways of tribal citizens and the overall sustainability of tribal nations,' said Kevin J. Allis,
Chief Executive Officer of the National Congress of American Indians. 'We are thrilled to see the
House pass the Esther Martinez Native Languages Programs Reauthorization Act, which provides
tribal nations the critical resources needed to ensure Native languages continue to be spoken for
generations to come. We appreciate Representative Luján and Senator Udall’s tireless efforts to get
this important legislation through Congress.'
The passage of the Esther Martinez Native Languages Programs Reauthorization Act
comes after the U.S. Senate passed the bill in June by voice vote.
The act reauthorizes two Native American language programs until 2024 and expands
eligibility for smaller-sized tribal nations by reducing classroom size requirements. In
addition, the bill expands potential funding from three to five years for both programs.
The Esther Martinez Native Languages Programs Reauthorization Act will now head to the
President for his signature.
To view NCAI’s resolution supporting this legislation, please click here:
http://www.ncai.org/attachments/Resolution_rSMesZOspDnVpUdGPCppbqTbdCQWTFEsduavSL
ifpwyQGjeUteA_REN-19-026.pdf.
To view NCAI’s letter of support for this legislation, please click here:
http://www.ncai.org/NCAI_Esther_Martinez_Support_Letter_S._256_and__H.R._912.pdf."
The Senate passed the Respect Act, in November 2019, which would repeal several
outdated federal laws that discriminate against American Indians and Alaska Natives,
including measures that would subject Native people to forced labor and to having their
children forced to go to boarding schools ("Bill to repeal outdated laws passes Senate," Navajo
Times, November 27, 2019).
Jennifer Bendery, "Elizabeth Warren Unveils Bill Revoking Medals Of Honor For
Wounded Knee Massacre: The Remove the Stain Act strips the highest military award from 20
U.S. soldiers who slaughtered hundreds of Native women and children," Huffington Post,
November 27, 2019, https://www.huffpost.com/entry/elizabeth-warren-revoking-medalswounded-knee-massacre_n_5dde7cc6e4b0d50f329a68bf?ncid=newsltushpmgpolitics, reported,"
Senator Elizabeth Warren (D-MA) introduced legislation on Wednesday [November 27,
2019] that would rescind 20 Medals of Honor awarded to U.S. soldiers who slaughtered
hundreds of Lakota Indians — mostly women and children ― in the Wounded Knee
Massacre of 1890."
This bill, the Remove the Stain Act, is the Senate equivalent of a bill introduced by
Representatives. Denny Heck (D-WA), Paul Cook (D-CA.) and Deb Haaland (D-NM), one of two
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Native American women in Congress. The text of the Senate version is available at the above web
address.
The Indian Health Service Health Professions Tax Fairness Act was introduced in the
U.S. Senate, in November 2019, that would exempt Indian Health Service (IHS) scholarship
and loan repayment programs from IRS regulations. In fall 2019, IHS had to employ 25% of its
scholarship and loan repayment programs to pay taxes on its recruitment efforts. As of November,
IHS had 1500 vacancies in health provider positions. The measure would make the IHS
scholarship and loan repayment programs tax treatment the same as those of other federal
agencies, which are tax free ("Bill would provide tax equity to IHS scholarship, loan
repayments," Navajo Times, November 27, 2019).
U.S. Senator Lisa Murkowski (R-AK), in October 2019, introduced Alaska Tribal Public
Safety Empowerment Act which, in a pilot project, would give five tribes predominantly
Native villages jurisdiction over everyone in their village, including non-Natives, with the
ability to prosecute for crimes of domestic and sexual violence, crimes against children, drug
and alcohol violations, and assault of law enforcement or corrections officers (Joaqlin Estus,
"The fix for Alaska's public safety crisis? Recognize tribal powers," ICT, October 31, 2019,
https://newsmaven.io/indiancountrytoday/news/the-fix-for-alaska-s-public-safety-crisis-recognizetribal-powers-j1XtjF7qWkmVDZ0eXmYp9Q/).
The Safeguard Tribal Objects Patrimony (STOP) act was proposed in the Senate by
Senator Lisa Murkowski (R-AK), July 18, 2019, which would prohibit the export of sacred
Naive American items and increase penalties for stealing and trafficking such items (Bill
would prohibit exporting sacred Native American items," NFIC, summer-fall 2019).
Savana's Act, which would require the U.S. Department of Justice to review how law
enforcement agencies respond to cases of missing Native American women was reintroduced
in the House by a bipartisan group of house members, in May 2019. The bill had passed in the
Senate during the previous session but failed to pass the House ( Marie Hudetz, "US bill calls for
DOJ review of Indian Country probes of missing women," NFIC, June 2019).
Federal Agency Developments
The Department of the Interior granted trust status to the Three Affiliated Tribes of
Idaho, in November 2018, for the 9300 acre Figure Four Ranch, which the nation purchased in
1999 to raise buffalo ("Three Affiliated Tribes get trust status for historic ranch after ten year wait,"
NFIC, summer-fall 2019).
"IHS FY 2019 Tribal Self-Governance Program Planning Cooperative Agreements,"
Hobbs-Straus
General
Memorandum
19-014,
October
4th,
2019,
http://www.hobbsstraus.com/general-memorandum-19-014, reported, "On August 9, 2019, the
Indian Health Service (IHS) announced in the FEDERAL REGISTER the availability of FY
2019 cooperative agreements for planning purposes under the Tribal Self-Governance
Program (TSGP). This competitive grant program is authorized by Title V, Tribal SelfGovernance Amendments of 2000, of the Indian Self-Determination and Education Assistance Act,
PL 93-638, as amended. The TSGP is designed to promote self-determination by allowing tribes to
assume more control of IHS programs and services through compacts negotiated with the IHS.
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Applications are due by October 23, 2019. A copy of the notice is available
here: https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/FR-2019-08-09/pdf/2019-17137.pdf
The purpose of this cooperative agreement is to provide planning resources to tribes
interested in participating in the TSGP and/or existing Self-Governance tribes interested in
assuming new or expanded Programs, Services, Functions and Activities (PSFAs). Under the
agreements tribes may undertake planning such as legal and budget research that leads to a greater
understanding of which PSFAs they may want to assume and any organizational changes that may
be necessary to do so. They may also be used to help identify programmatic alternatives that will
better meet tribal needs. Receipt of a planning grant is not a pre-requisite to enter the TSGP.
There is $600,000 available to fund an expected five awards at $120,000 each.
To be eligible for the planning agreement, the applicant must be a tribe, tribal organization or intertribal consortium; and demonstrate financial stability and management capability by having had no
significant and material audit exceptions for three previous fiscal years. Alaska Native Villages or
Village Corporations are not eligible to apply for this funding if they are located within an area
served by an Alaska Native regional health entity (including the Native Village of Eyak, the
Eastern Aleutian Tribes, and the Council for Athabascan Tribal Governments which have been
deemed Alaska Native regional health entities and are eligible to apply) already participating in the
Alaska Tribal Health Compact.
With regard to the required submission of resolutions accompanying the application,
IHS states:
'Submit Tribal resolution(s) from the appropriate governing body of the appropriate Indian
Tribe to be served by the ISDEAA Compact authorizing the submission of a Planning Cooperative
Agreement application. Tribal consortia applying for a TSCP Planning Cooperative Agreement
shall submit Tribal Council resolutions from each Tribe in the consortium. Tribal resolutions can
be attached to the electronic online application.'
The solicitation also provides that an official signed Tribal resolution must be received by
the Division of Grants Management prior to a Notice of Award being issued to any applicant
selected for funding.
Applications are to be submitted electronically via www.Grants.gov. Detailed eligibility,
application criteria and contact information are contained in the announcement."
"IHS FY 2019 Self-Governance Program Negotiation Cooperative Agreements," HobbsStraus General Memorandum 19-015, October 4th, 2019, http://www.hobbsstraus.com/generalmemorandum-19-015, reported, "On August 9, 2019, the Indian Health Service (IHS) published
in the FEDERAL REGISTER a notice of the availability of FY 2019 cooperative agreements
for negotiation under the Tribal Self-Governance Program (TSGP). This competitive grant
program is authorized by Title V, Tribal Self-Governance Amendments of 2000, of the Indian SelfDetermination and Education Assistance Act, PL 93-638, as amended. The TSGP is designed to
promote self-determination by allowing tribes to assume more control of IHS programs and
services through compacts negotiated with the IHS. Applications are due by October 23, 2019. A
copy of the notice is available here: https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/FR-2019-0809/pdf/2019-17135.pdf
The purpose of the negotiation cooperative agreement is to defray some of the costs
tribes incur in preparing for and negotiating compacts and funding agreements. A tribe is
not required to have had a negotiation agreement in order to enter the TSGP.
There is $240,000 available to fund approximately five tribes to enter the TSGP negotiation
process for compacts. Awards are expected to be $48,000 each.
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To be eligible for a negotiation cooperative agreement, the applicant must be a tribe, tribal
organization or inter-tribal consortium; and demonstrate financial stability and management
capability by having had no significant and material audit exceptions for three previous fiscal
years. Alaska Native Villages or Village Corporations are not eligible to apply for this funding if
they are located within an area served by an Alaska Native regional health entity (including the
Native Village of Eyak, the Eastern Aleutian Tribes, and the Council for Athabascan Tribal
Governments which are deemed Alaska Native regional health entities and are eligible to apply)
already participating in the Alaska Tribal Health Compact.
With regard to the required submission of resolutions accompanying the application, IHS
states:
'Submit Tribal resolution(s) from the appropriate governing body of the appropriate Indian
Tribe to be served by the ISDEAA Compact authorizing the submission of a Negotiation
Cooperative Agreement application. Tribal consortia applying for a TSCP Negotiation Cooperative
Agreement shall submit Tribal Council resolutions from each Tribe in the consortium. Tribal
resolutions can be attached to the electronic online application.'
The solicitation also provides that an official signed Tribal resolution must be received by
the Division of Grants Management prior to a Notice of Award being issued to any applicant
selected for funding.
Applications are to be submitted electronically via www.Grants.gov. Detailed eligibility,
application criteria and contact information are contained in the notice."
The Indian Health Service (IHS) authorized the Cherokee Nation of Oklahoma to
carry out a new HIV prevention program aimed at identifying the most effective HIV
preventive measures ("IHS & Cherokee Nation launch new HIV piolet project," NFIC, summerfall 2019).
Vincent Schilling, "Veterans secretary promises better healthcare for Native and rural
veterans: Veteran’s Secretary Wilkie met with Native veterans to share that the Veterans
Administration is working to increase tribal outreach virtually in cooperation with Indian Health
Services," ICT, Oct 3, 2019, https://newsmaven.io/indiancountrytoday/news/veterans-secretarypromises-better-healthcare-for-native-and-rural-veterans-DxakB-VgIkGDp0phPhupbA/, reported,
"United States Secretary of Veterans Affairs Robert Leon Wilkie Jr. met with Native
American veterans, tribal leaders and members of The Retired Enlisted Association in South
Dakota on Wednesday to discuss efforts to help Native American military veterans,
specifically in the field of healthcare."
In an interview with Indian Country Today, the Secretary said he wanted to "shorten the
distance between people" in need of veterans services.
He added, "In speaking with the tribal representatives today, I talked about increasing
Veteran Administration's reach into tribal communities with things like telehealth, visits
from VA representatives and closer cooperation between the VA and Indian Health
(Services)."
"Wilkie explained that Veterans Affairs — an organization responsible for nearly threequarters of a billion dollars worth of services offered by Indian Health Services — would be
effectively 'opening the aperture' on giving support to tribal governments and urban area
localities." He noted that outreach methodologies needed to be updated with electronic
technologies, especially to serve veterans far from VA facilities."
He stated, “Let me give you an example of what's happening here in South Dakota on
the Standing Rock reservation and in the Cheyenne lands. We've now distributed tablets and
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computers that allow veterans in those communities to virtually gain access to doctors, nurses, and
benefits officers. This allows us to schedule appointments for them and it brings VA a little closer
to home. We've started here in South Dakota and we'll expand it. I was up in North Dakota talking
to the governor yesterday and we're going to expand it there and to Montana, as well as Wyoming.
So those are the kinds of things that we are doing on a national level to change the true trajectory of
where Native veterans should be in relation to their VA.”
"In an email to Indian Country Today, the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs Office of
Public Affairs provided a substantial list of efforts currently underway to benefit military
veterans and families of veterans:"
"Greater access to care through “The Mission Act of 2018”
Secretary Wilkie worked with Congress to create the MISSION Act, which streamlines
VA’s community care programs, strengthens health care options for our nation’s Veterans, whether
in the VA or in the community and, most importantly, centers those decisions on what is best for
our Veterans.
More information about the Act can also be found athttps://www.missionact.va.gov/.
Connecting virtually via “Telehealth”
As acting VA secretary, Secretary Wilkie announced that VA is adopting a joint electronic
health record integrated across all DoD and VA components, using the same system as the
Department of Defense. This will ultimately result in all patient data residing in one common
system and enable seamless care between the VA and DoD.
Suicide Prevention
According to the latest VA data, the number of Veteran suicides decreased from 2015 to
2016, and on average, about 20 current or former service members die by suicide each day. Of
those 20, six have been in VA health care and 14 were not.
As the Joint Commission explains: 'The US Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) has been
able to reduce the number of in-hospital suicides from 4.2 per 100,000 admissions to 0.74 per
100,000 admissions on mental health units, an 82.4% reduction, suggesting that well-designed
quality improvement initiatives can lead to a reduction in the occurrence of these tragic events.'
Studies show that suicides occur less frequently on VA campuses than on non-VA
campuses.
Also, according to the latest VA data:
The number of Veteran suicides decreased from 2015 to 2016.
The Veteran unadjusted suicide rate decreased from 30.5/100,000 to 30.1/100,000 from 2015 to
2016.
Additionally, since the department in 2017 began tracking suicides at VA facilities there
have been more than 260 suicide attempts, 240 of which have been interrupted.
Suicide prevention is VA’s highest clinical priority. One life lost to suicide is one too many.
That’s why VA is implementing a wide range of prevention activities to address many
different risk factors. We are working alongside dozens of partners, including DoD, to deploy
suicide prevention programming that supports all current and former service members – even those
who do not come to VA for care. Examples of joint efforts to prevent Veteran suicide include
the Mayor’s Challenge and our work under Executive Order 13822.
Our approach is summarized in the National Strategy for Preventing Veteran Suicide, which
provides a framework for identifying priorities, organizing efforts, and contributing to a national
focus on Veteran suicide prevention.
We encourage any Veteran, family member or friend concerned about a Veteran’s mental
health to contact the Veterans Crisis Line at 1-800-273-8255 and press 1 or text 838255. Trained
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professionals are also available to chat at www.veteranscrisisline.net. The lines are available 24
hours a day, 7 days a week.
All VA facilities provide same-day urgent primary and mental health care services to
Veterans who need them, and any time an unexpected death occurs at a VA facility, the department
conducts a comprehensive review of the case to see if changes in policies and procedures are
warranted.
For more info on VA suicide prevention programs, including the Veterans Crisis Line, see
below
and
here: https://www.mentalhealth.va.gov/suicide_prevention/docs/VA_Suicide_Prevention_Program
_Fact_Sheet_508.pdf
VA Suicide Prevention by the Numbers
VA spent $12.2 million on suicide prevention outreach in the fiscal year 2018, including
$1.5 million on paid media. During the fiscal year 2019, our total budget for suicide prevention is
approximately $47.5 million, and we plan to spend $20 million of that budget on outreach.
VA suicide prevention coordinators are managing care for almost 11,000 Veterans who are
clinically at high-risk for suicide.
Under VA’s new universal screening for suicidal intent, almost 900,000 Veterans have
received a standardized risk screen since October 1, 2018.
More than 30,000 of these Veterans have received more complex screening based on a positive
initial screen and more than 3,000 have received a full clinical assessment after screening positive.
VA Suicide Prevention Coordinators conducted more than 20,000 outreach events in FY18,
reaching almost 2 million people.
In FY18, the Veterans Crisis Line:
Dispatched emergency services for callers in immediate danger an average of 80 times per
day
Received an average of 1,766 calls per day
Received an average of 203 chats per day
Received an average of 74 texts per day
VA has achieved its goal of hiring 1,000 more mental health providers – adding 1,045 as of
January 31, 2019.
VA made the commitment to hire additional mental health providers in June 2017 as part of
VA’s top clinical priority of eliminating Veteran suicide."
"Treasury Announces Consultation on the Tax Status of Tribally-Chartered Corporations,"
Hobbs
Straus
General
Memorandum
19-013,
October
1st,
2019,
http://www.hobbsstraus.com/general-memorandum-19-013. reported, "The Department of the
Treasury (Treasury) has announced that it will conduct consultation on the income tax
treatment of corporations chartered under tribal law. Tribes have asserted, and the Internal
Revenue Service has acknowledged, that the lack of published guidance on this issue has
hindered tribal efforts to pursue economic development opportunities.
Treasury will hold an in-person Tribal Consultation and Listening Session on October 8,
2019, at the Native American Financial Officers' Association's (NAFOA) Fall Conference at the
Mystic Lake Casino Hotel in Prior Lake, Minnesota. Treasury has invited tribal leaders (or their
designated representative) to participate in a government-to-government Tribal Consultation during
a session scheduled from 3:45 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. (local time) followed by a Listening Session open
to public comments.
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A national Tribal Consultation will also be held via teleconference on October 10, 2019,
from 3:00 p.m. to 4:30 p.m. EST. Call in details to be provided upon
RSVP: https://www.mymeetings.com/emeet/rsvp/index.jsp?customHeader=mymeetings&...
Treasury is also accepting written comments at tribal.consult@treasury.gov."
Recent Federal Communication Commission programs are increasing access to the
internet on a number of Indian reservations. For example, on the Chickasaw Nation, in
Oklahoma, as of September 2019, tribally owned Trace Fiber was building a 500 mile fiber ring.
On the Coeur d'Alene Reservation, in Idaho, Red Spectrum Communications was expanding
broadband to tribal members by using fiber and fixed wireless technologies. At Jemez Pueblo in
New Mexico, a school received reliable wireless service first the first time. On the Pine Ridge
Reservation in South Dakota, Golden West was in the process of bringing fiber connections to 90%
of locations. On the Wind River Reservation of Wyoming, high speed connections were in the
process of going to 849 homes and businesses (Ajit Pai, "New FTC programs closing the digital
divide," Navajo Times, September 26, 2019).
The U.S. Census Bureau, at a November 14, 2019 briefing, stated what it was doing to
work with Tribes for the 2020 census. The Bureau stated that it is working closely with tribes to
have as complete a census as possible. The Bureau was moving to hire people in each
community to carry out the census work, offering competitive pay and flexible schedules.
Census specialists have been communicating with tribal leaders on how to best understand the
census questionnaires, including how to indicate their identity. Native people can either check that
they are American Indian or Alaska Native, writing in their tribal affiliation, or report that they are
multi-race/tribe. In most tribal locations families are scheduled to receive questionnaires in midMarch, but in Alaska villages and some other rural locations in person census taking is set to begin
in January 2020. For the third time, begun in 2000, the census will undertake AIAN advertising,
including on local radio, about participating in the census ("Census Bureau outlines plans for 2020
Census to count American Indians and Alaska Natives," Southern Ute Drum, December 6, 2019).
The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, in summer 2019, proposed changes in who may
legally possess eagle feathers from the current federally recognized tribal members only to
also encompass "sincere religious believers" who use eagle feathers in their religious practice
("Proposed changes coming to the protection of eagle feathers," NFIC, summer-fall 2019).
Jourdan Bennett-Begaye, "‘Delivering enchantment’ and love to U.S. Capitol," ICT,
December 5, 2019," https://files.constantcontact.com/c2394f27001/14c47f53-6c5a-42e7-8b9cc88cfc74e6f3.pdf, reported, "The People’s Tree’ traveled through tribal nations in New Mexico.
The U.S. Capitol Christmas Tree received a lot of love from Native communities in
New Mexico. From the selection of the tree to its delivery and setup, Native people
contributed more than an ornament this year.
Erica Enjady, Mescalero Apache, worked on the U.S. Capitol Christmas Tree Project
all year. In fact, they knew they were going to provide the tree since last summer."
Federal Indian Budgets
"Bipartisan Budget Act of 2019 Lifting Budget Caps and Suspending the Debt Ceiling
Expected to be Enacted into Law," Hobbs-Straus General Memorandum 19-010, July 26th, 2019,
http://www.hobbsstraus.com/general-memorandum-19-010, reported, "On July 25, 2019, the
187

House of Representatives approved HR 3877, the Bipartisan Budget Act of 2019, legislation
which will avert what otherwise would have been a massive sequestration of federal funds
and a federal default on our Nation's obligations. Under the Budget Control Act of 2011 (PL
112-25) discretionary budget caps were set at such a low level that discretionary spending in
FY 2020 would be reduced by 10 percent ($125 billion) below the FY 2019 level. The
Bipartisan Budget Act of 2019 will raise the spending caps for FYs 2020 and 2021, thus
stopping the imposition of an across-the-board sequestration. The legislation also averts the
impending federal government default on our Nation's already incurred obligations by
suspending the limit on public debt for two years.
The Bipartisan Budget Act of 2019 is the result of negotiations among House and Senate
leaders of both parties (notably House Speaker Pelosi) and the Administration (primarily Treasury
Secretary Mnuchin). While there is certainly opposition to the bill, mainly because its cost is not
fully offset and that it increases the deficit, Senate passage and a signature by President Trump
are expected. (We note that the bill will also provide an additional $2.5 billion to the Census
Bureau for the 2020 count and that those funds will not count against the discretionary
spending cap.) Congressional Leadership released an 8-point description of how they and the
Administration intend to implement this budget agreement. A copy is attached.
Under the Bipartisan Budget Act of 2019, discretionary caps would be raised as
follows:
FY 2020 non-defense would be raised by $78.3 billion for a total of $621.5 billion (a 4.3
percent increase over FY 2019 enacted);
FY 2020 defense would be raised by $90.3 billion for a total of $666.5 billion;
FY 2021 non-defense would be raised by $71.6 billion for a total of $626.5 billion; and
FY 2021 defense would be raised by $81.3 billion for a total of $671.5 billion
Impact on Mandatory Spending. We note that the Budget Control Act of 2011 not only
placed caps on discretionary spending but it also made cuts to some categories of mandatory
spending. As originally enacted, both the caps and the cuts were set to expire after FY 2021;
however, in order to partially offset some of the increases for the discretionary spending caps,
the end date for the cuts to mandatory spending has been repeatedly extended. The
Bipartisan Budget Act of 2019 will extend these cuts for an additional two years, through FY
2029. Many large, mandatory funded programs are largely exempt from required annual
reductions, i.e., Medicaid, Social Security. However, the two percent reduction to Medicare
providers will continue.
FY 2020 Appropriations. Given the short time before the beginning of the fiscal year
(October 1) and that Congress is out during August and through Labor Day, there is the distinct
chance that there will be a number of Continuing Resolutions (CRs) as the House and Senate
negotiate the details of these bills. As of this writing, the House has approved 10 of its 12
appropriations bills – only Homeland Security and Financial Services remain to be approved by the
House. However, the House-approved bills total $15 billion more than the new FY 2020 nondefense spending cap, so those bills will need to be re-worked or will have to be dealt with in
conference with the Senate. The Senate, on the other hand, wanted to wait to begin markup of its
appropriations bills until adjustments to the FY 2020 spending caps were agreed to. The Senate
Appropriations Committee will thus begin markup of its appropriations bills after they return to
session on September 9; however, there will have been behind-the-scenes work during the August
Recess. It is anticipated that the 12 appropriations bills will be grouped into several bills, rather
than having a single omnibus piece of legislation."
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"House and Senate Approve FY 2020 Continuing Resolution through December 20;
President Expected to Sign the Bill," Hobbs Straus General Memorandum 19-016, November 21st,
2019. http://www.hobbsstraus.com/general-memorandum-19-016, reported, "The House and
Senate have approved a second FY 2020 Continuing Resolution (CR) to fund the federal
government through December 20, 2019, at largely FY 2019 terms and spending levels. As a
procedural matter, Congress used HR 3055, a bill previously passed by the House, and then
substituted the text of the CR into it. HR 3055, as amended, is now entitled the "Further Continuing
Appropriations Act 2020, and Further Health Extenders Act of 2019". The White House has
indicated that the President "remains on track" to sign the bill. The first FY 2020 CR (HR 4378, PL
116-59) expires at midnight tonight. (See our General Memorandum 19-012 of September 26,
2019.)
As of this writing, none of the twelve FY 2020 appropriations bills have been enacted;
however, some progress on negotiating these 12 bills has been possible because of the
enactment of the Bipartisan Budget Act of 2019 (HR 3877, PL 116-37) which raised the
overall spending caps for FYs 2020 and 2021. (See our General Memorandum 19-010 of July 26,
2019.) Still at issue is the division of this funding among the twelve spending bills (called "302(b)
allocations") and the question of funding for the wall on our nation's southern border.
It has unfortunately become the norm that federal agencies are funded for periods of time
for under CRs, limiting their ability to plan and wasting time on the constant reallocation of funds.
Tribes and tribal organizations are directly affected in the same manner and as a result, are asking
Congress to pass legislation authorizing advance appropriations for certain core tribal programs.
In addition to the CR, the following "anomalies" are included in HR 3055:
• Extension of funding for the Special Diabetes Program for Indians, Community Health Centers
Fund, National Health Service Corps, and the Teaching Health Center Graduate Medical Education
Program
through
December
20,
2019;
• Extension of funding for the Temporary Assistance for Needy Families Program
(TANF) and the Health Profession Opportunity Grant demonstration program through
December 20, 2109;
• Extension through December 20, 2019, of the Alaska moratorium provision that,
with some exceptions, prohibits IHS from contracting directly under the Indian SelfDetermination and Education Assistance Act (ISDEAA) with any tribe that is a member of a
regional tribal health organization;
• The bill also addresses in the Indian Health Service budget the staffing and operation
needs for facilities that were opened, renovated or expanded in FYs 2019 and 2020, providing
$26,574,167 in the Services account and $1,209,111 in the Facilities account. In the
Administration’s request for anomalies for the CR they listed the Cherokee Nation Regional Health
Center and the Northern California Youth Regional Treatment Center as the facilities to receive
these funds; and
• The Census Bureau will be able to increase its rate of spending in preparation for the
2020 Census.
As is common in CRs, the funds will not be distributed for programs that may have high
initial rates of operation or for funds which are fully distributed at the beginning of the fiscal year.
This is because of the possibility that Congress might eliminate or reduce funding for those
particular programs in a final appropriations bill. The CR directs agencies to use the most limited
funding action permitted in the Act in order to provide for continuation of projects and activities.
Agencies will be allowed to apportion funds in a manner that would avoid furloughing employees.
Attached is a section- by-section summary of the CR as prepared by the House
Appropriations
Committee
[at
the
end
of:
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http://www.hobbsstraus.com/sites/default/files/generalmemo/GM_19016_President_Expected_to_Sign_the_House_and_Senate-Passed_CR_Through_Dec.20.pdf]."
"House and Senate Approve FY 2020 Continuing Resolution through November 21;
President expected to Sign the Bill," Hobbs-Straus General Memorandum 19-012, September 26th,
2019, http://www.hobbsstraus.com/general-memorandum-19-012, reported, "The House and
Senate have approved HR 4378, a Continuing Resolution (CR) to fund the federal
government through November 21, 2019, at largely FY 2019 terms and spending levels. The
White House has indicated that the President will sign the bill. The CR is designed to give
Congress leeway to continue negotiating the FY 2020 spending bills even after the beginning of the
new fiscal year (October 1, 2019). None of the twelve FY 2020 appropriations bills have been
enacted. As of this writing the House had approved all but two of its appropriations bills,
including passage of the Interior, Environment and Related Agencies bill. The Senate has yet
to finish any of its appropriations measures, although the Senate Appropriations Committee
has marked up its version of the Interior, Environment and Related Agencies bill. We will
provide a comparison of the House and Senate Interior bills as they go to conference.
It has unfortunately become the norm that federal agencies are funded for periods of time
for under CRs, limiting their ability to plan and wasting time on constant reallocation of funds.
Tribes and tribal organizations are directly affected in the same manner. The Consolidated
Appropriations Act for FY 2019 was signed four and a half months into the fiscal year. The House
Natural Resources Subcommittee on Indigenous Peoples of the United States held a hearing on
September 25, 2019, regarding pending bills (HR 1128 and HR 1135) which would authorize
advance appropriations for some areas of the Indian Health Service (IHS) and/or the Bureau of
Indian Affairs (BIA) and Bureau of Indian Education (BIE) budgets. (The Senate companion bills
are S 229 and S 2541, respectively). There was considerable testimony about the problems caused
by federal agencies having to operate under the restrictions of CRs.
In addition to the CR, the following 'anomalies' are included in HR 4378:
Extension of funding for the Special Diabetes Program for Indians, Community Health
Centers Fund, National Health Service Corps, and the Teaching Health Center Graduate
Medical Education Program through November 21, 2019, all of which were facing expiring
authorizations on October 1, 2019;
Extension of funding for the Temporary Assistance for Needy Families Program
(TANF) and the Health Profession Opportunity Grant demonstration program through
November 21, 2109, which also faced expiration of their authorizations on October 1, 2019;
Extension through November 21, 2019, of the Alaska moratorium provision that, with some
exceptions, prohibits IHS from contracting directly under the Indian Self-Determination and
Education Assistance Act (ISDEAA) with any tribe that is a member of a regional tribal
health organization;
The bill also addresses in the Indian Health Service budget the staffing and operation
needs for facilities that were opened, renovated or expanded in FYs 2019 and 2020, providing
$18,397,500 in the Services account and $631,000 in the Facilities account. In the
Administration’s request for anomalies for the CR they listed the Cherokee Nation Regional
Health Center and the Northern California Youth Regional Treatment Center as the facilities
to receive these funds; and
The Census Bureau will be able to increase its rate of spending in preparation for the
2020 Census.
As is common in CRs, the funds will not be distributed for programs that may have high
initial rates of operation or for funds which are fully distributed at the beginning of the fiscal year.
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This is because of the possibility that Congress might eliminate or reduce funding for those
particular programs in a final appropriations bill. The CR directs agencies to use the most limited
funding action permitted in the Act in order to provide for continuation of projects and activities.
Agencies will be allowed to apportion funds in a manner that would avoid furloughing employees.
Attached is an 8-page section- by-section summary of the CR as prepared by the House
Appropriations Committee at:
http://www.hobbsstraus.com/sites/default/files/generalmemo/GM_19012_President_Expected_to_Sign_House_and_Senate-Passed_CR_Through_Nov21.pdf."
In the Courts
The U.S. Supreme Court
The Supreme Court, in May, upheld the hunting rights, under an 1868 treaty, of
members of the Crow nation to hunt off reservation, in this case in the Bighorn National Forest
(Jessica Gresko, "U.S. Supreme Court sided with Crow treaty rights to hunt," NFIC, June 2019).
Adam Liptak, "Supreme Court to Rule on Whether Much of Oklahoma Is an Indian
Reservation: The court was poised to decide the question in its last term but appeared to have
deadlocked,"
The
New
York
Times,
December
13,
2019,
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/12/13/us/supreme-court-oklahoma-indian-reservation.html,
reported, "The Supreme Court agreed on Friday to decide whether much of eastern Oklahoma
is an Indian reservation, a question that could have enormous consequences for the area’s 1.8
million residents in matters of criminal justice and commerce.
The court tried to resolve the question in a different case in its last term [Carpenter v.
Murphy, in November 2018], but it appeared to have deadlocked 4 to 4. Justice Neil M. Gorsuch
had recused himself from the case, which was an appeal from a decision of the court on which he
once sat, the United States Court of Appeals for the 10th Circuit, in Denver." The earlier circuit
Court decision, relying on precedent, had held that a reservation could only be disestablished if
Congress explicitly so declared, which was not the case in the relevant section of Oklahoma.
Justice Gorsuch did not participate in that circuit court decision.
The current case of McGirt v. Oklahoma involves McGirt, a Muskogee Indian convicted of
a sex crime in state court, in Oklahoma. McGirt, like Murphy, argued that the crime took place on
Muscogee land, and hence only the federal government had jurisdiction to try him. In Murphy's
case, had he been under federal jurisdiction, the court could not impose the death penalty upon him.
Lower Federal Courts
"Fifth Circuit Court of Appeals Reaffirms the Constitutionality of ICWA," National
Congress
of
American
Indians
(NCAI),
August
9,
2019,
http://www.ncai.org/news/articles/2019/08/09/fifth-circuit-court-of-appeals-reaffirms-theconstitutionality-of-icwa, reported, "Today, the Fifth Circuit Court of Appeals published its
decision in Brackeen v. Bernhardt, the federal court challenge to the Indian Child Welfare Act
(ICWA). The court’s decision affirmed the constitutionality of ICWA, recognizing the unique
political status of tribal nations and upholding the federal law that is so critical to
safeguarding Indian child welfare. It is a resounding victory for the law and those who fought to
protect it.
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ICWA is vital for protecting the well-being of Native children. Today’s decision reaffirms
tribal nations’ inherent sovereign authority to make decisions about Native children and families
wherever those children and families may live.
As today marks the International Day of the World's Indigenous Peoples, the Protect ICWA
Campaign Partners celebrate this decision as it upholds centuries of Supreme Court precedent and
protects the best interests of Native children and families.
'This ruling is a strong affirmation of the constitutionality of ICWA and the inherent tribal
authority to make decisions about the well-being of member children, whether they live on or off of
tribal lands. ICWA remains the gold standard of child welfare policy and practice; it is in the best
interest of Native children,' said Sarah Kastelic, executive director of the National Indian Child
Welfare Association.
'The National Congress of American Indians commends the efforts of the intervening
tribes—the Cherokee Nation, Morongo Band of Mission Indians, the Navajo Nation, the Oneida
Nation, and the Quinault Indian Nation—the Bureau of Indian Affairs, the Department of Justice,
and all others in Indian Country that joined this fight to protect our Native children. Today’s
decision that clearly defines the breadth of the relationship between the federal government and
tribal nations, sends a sharp message as to the strength of tribal sovereignty, which will safeguard
Indian Country from such misguided litigation in the future,' said Kevin Allis, CEO of the National
Congress of American Indians.
Shannon Keller O’Loughlin, executive director and Attorney for the Association on
American Indian Affairs ecstatically stated, 'the Association has fought since the early 1960s to
make sure that Indian children and their extended families can stay connected and that our diverse
cultures can be passed on to coming generations. The Fifth Circuit’s decision today acknowledges
Indian Nations’ important political and sovereign rights to protect Indian children and families and
strengthen the continuation of our cultures.'
John Echohawk, executive director of the Native American Rights Fund, applauded the
Fifth Circuit’s return to core Indian law principles that go back to the founding of the United
States. “It is so great to see the Fifth Circuit follow federal Indian law as we know it and uphold
the constitutionality of the Indian Child Welfare Act,” he said.
To view the opinion, please visit: https://www.narf.org/nill/documents/20190809brackeenicwa-opinion.pdf."
"Tribes Prevail in Federal Court Challenge to FCC ''Small Cell' Wireless Order,' HobbsStraus General Memorandum 19-011, August 16th, 2019, http://www.hobbsstraus.com/generalmemorandum-19-011, reported, On August 9, 2019, the United States Court of Appeals for the
DC Circuit issued its decision rejecting the Federal Communication Commission's (FCC)
2018 Order exempting 'small cell' wireless facilities from historic-preservation review under
the National Historic Preservation Act (NHPA) and environmental review under the National
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA). Hobbs Straus represented the Seminole Tribe of Florida in
this matter and filed suit, along with other tribes and interested parties, to challenge the FCC's
Order, which allowed telecommunications companies to place new small cell infrastructure
on sites of religious and cultural importance to tribes without notifying tribes or assessing the
effects of that construction under relevant federal law.
This ruling by the DC Circuit is an important victory for Indian tribes across the country,
which are fighting to protect their religious and cultural sites. Hundreds of thousands of small cell
wireless facilities are expected to be deployed to facilitate the roll out of 5G wireless technology.
The FCC argued that it could entirely exempt small cells from review under the NHPA and
NEPA. This would have left tribes in the dark about where these facilities would be located,
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leaving tribes little opportunity to stop irreparable damage to historic and cultural sites before it
occurred.
The DC Circuit ruled for tribes on the main issue in the case, finding that the FCC
arbitrarily and capriciously made a public interest determination that the costs of NHPA and
NEPA review for small cells outweighed the benefits. The court found the FCC failed to
support its claim that small cell deployment would cause little or no harm and did not
properly consider cumulative effects or the benefits of review. The court vacated that part of
the Order.
The court did not agree with tribes that the Order's terms regarding tribal
involvement in the review process, such as the FCC's guidance on fees, should be vacated.
With respect to fees, however, the court included strong language confirming the FCC's nondelegable duty to consult with tribes regarding the effects of tower siting on properties of
significance to tribes under the NHPA. Although the court also disagreed with the tribes'
argument that the FCC failed to consult with tribes, the opinion implicitly affirmed the
FCC's tribal consultation obligation, which the FCC had long maintained is not judicially
enforceable.
The court remanded the Order to the FCC. Barring further court action if the FCC seeks
rehearing by the DC Circuit or review by the U.S. Supreme Court, the FCC will need to develop
policy consistent with the ruling during the remand process."
"Court Rules Tribal College Immune from Title VII Civil Rights Act Suit," Hobbs-Straus
General Memorandum 19-017, December 2nd, 2019, http://www.hobbsstraus.com/generalmemorandum-19-017, reported, "The Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals ruled on November 20,
2019, in an unpublished opinion that the Salish Kootenai College ("the College"), a company
incorporated under Montana and tribal law, enjoys tribal sovereign immunity because it
qualifies as an arm of the Confederated Salish Kootenai Tribes of the Flathead Reservation
("CSKT"). The ruling is an important victory for tribal colleges in general, and the Salish
Kootenai College in particular because allowing the suit to proceed forward would
potentially expose the college to lawsuits challenging the college's tribal employment
preference, its focus on tribal culture, or even jeopardize its funding under the requirements
of the Tribally Controlled Colleges and Universities Assistance Act.
In McCoy v Salish Kootenai College, Inc., No. 18-35729 (9th Cir. Nov. 20, 2019), the
plaintiff, a school official, said that he was forced to resign as the result of a hostile work
environment at the college. McCoy alleged that harassment and a hostile work environment
constituted sex-based discrimination in violation of Title VII of the Civil Rights Act of 1964
and the Montana Human Rights Act. The district court dismissed McCoy's claims, ruling it
lacked subject matter jurisdiction over the claims because the school was not an "employer"
under the definition of Title VII because the statute expressly excludes Indian tribes from its
coverage and the college functioned as an arm of the Tribe.
In McCoy, the Ninth Circuit found that the tribal college shared in the tribe's
immunity based on the five criteria used in the Ninth Circuit to determine whether an entity
is an arm of a tribe. The five criteria are set forth in White v. University of California, 765 F.3d
1010 (9th Cir. 2014):
the method of creation of the economic entities;
their purpose;
their structure, ownership, and management, including the amount of control the tribe has
over the entities;
the tribe's intent with respect to the sharing of its sovereign immunity; and
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the financial relationship between the tribe and the entities.
In finding that the Salish Kootenai College satisfied the White criteria, the Ninth Circuit
wrote,
'Even though the college is incorporated under Montana law, the record demonstrates that
CSKT has significant control over the college and that the college is structured and operates for the
benefit of CSKT. … Because a proper weighing of the White factors demonstrates, by a
preponderance of the evidence, that the college is an arm of CSKT, the college is entitled to tribal
sovereign immunity.'
The Court's approach is significant because it decided that the fact that a tribal college was
incorporated under state law was not dispositive by itself. Instead, the Court found that state law
incorporation – which falls under the first of the White criteria – was outweighed by the four other
White factors. The college was incorporated under both tribal and state law. While the plaintiff
argued that the dual incorporation led to two separate entities, the tribe argued that they were in
fact one and the same. At the district court level, the court found that, "[t]he dual incorporation of
the college under tribal law and state law does not disqualify the college from functioning as a
tribal entity." The Ninth Circuit, however, did not address the issue of how many college entities
were created but instead approached the case as if the suit was only against a state-chartered entity.
With respect to the second White criteria, the entity's purpose, the Ninth Circuit agreed with
the lower court that the purpose of the college is to benefit the Tribe. With respect to the third
White criteria, the Ninth Circuit found that the Tribe has significant control over the college and its
structure benefits Tribe. The Ninth Circuit did not discuss the fourth and fifth White criteria other
than to say that the factors weighed in favor of the tribal sovereign immunity for the college. We
note that at the district court level, the court determined that the Tribe had met the fourth White
criteria of intention to share its sovereignty by incorporating the college as a Section 16 tribal
corporation, by limiting its ability to be sued to tribal court, and by various tribal declarations. The
district court also found that the college and the Tribe were financially interconnected, satisfying
the final White criteria."
The U.S. 10th Circuit Court of Appeals, in July 2019, upheld the lower court decision
ordering a redistricting of the San Juan County, UT county commission and school board
districts on the grounds that the existing districts were in violation of the Voting Rights Acts.
The districts in question had placed 95% of the large Native population into one of three districts.
Under the redistricting plan, Navajos had won a majority of the seats (Cindy Yurth, "Appeals court
upholds nation's position in SJC gerrymandering case," Navajo Times, July 18, 2019).
The 9th US Court of Appeals held that FMC Corporation must continue to pay the
Shoshone-Bannock Tribes an annual fee for storing hazardous waste from a now closed
phosphate processing plant. The firm had argued as the site was now a superfund cite the
company should not have to continue to pay the fee because the clean up might take years or
forever. The company had stopped paying when it shut down the phosphate operation. The court
of appeals agreed with the tribal court that the hazardous waste on the reservation provides
“an ongoing and extensive threat to human health” threatening the “welfare and cultural
practices of the Tribes and their members" (Mark Trahant, "Shoshone-Bannock Tribes win
regulatory case on hazardous
waste storage," ICT, November 18, 2019,
https://newsmaven.io/indiancountrytoday/news/shoshone-bannock-tribes-win-regulatory-case-onhazardous-waste-storage-cwgCEzfxrkyr4MGQYG778A/).
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The Navajo Nation and Apache County Arizona agreed, in September 2019, to a
settlement in a voting rights case brought by the nation complaining that the county had
provided insufficient services to Navajo voters. The settlement covered 5 points. The county
agreed to provide more early voting sites on the reservation, and to develop and share with the
nation a voter registration plan. The county agreed to pay for radio spot commercials about
upcoming elections in the Navajo language and in print media to make the voting process more
understandable. The county consented to providing an interpreter at each voting site trained by the
tribe. The county agreed to allow voters time to cure their ballots if they had not signed them
properly. Both parties agreed to have the case remain in court jurisdiction for three years to resolve
any related problems that might arise during that period. The original case also involved Coconino
and Navajo Counties. The nation reached a similar settlement with Coconino County in August
2019. As of October 2019, negotiations were continuing between the nation and Navajo County
(Bill Donovan, "Apache Co., tribe reach settlement in voting lawsuit," Navajo Times, October 10,
2019).
The EVE auction House in Paris is to turn over to the U.S. Embassy in Paris for
repatriation to Acoma Pueblo a shield under the settlement in U.S. District Court in New
Mexico between the Pueblo and a New Mexico resident who said he had inherited the mask from
his mother ("Agreement calls for shield's return to tribe in New Mexico," NFIC, July 2019).
The Navajo Nation and Wells Fargo reached agreement in a 2017, involving a
complaint that the bank had engaged in widespread "unfair, deceptive, fraudulent and illegal
practices." This involved deceiving Navajos into signing up for saving accounts that they
neither needed or understood. The bank agreed to pay the tribe $6.5 million (Arlyssa Becenti,
"Wells Fargo, tribe settle law suit for $6.5 million," Navajo Times, August 29, 2019).
The Navajo education agency, Dine Bi' Olta School Board Association filed suit in
federal court, in August 2019, against the Bureau of Indian Education, demanding that the
Bureau turn over public documents that it had failed to do so for three years under freedom
of information requests. The association trains school board members of federally funded schools
on the reservation, and assists them in better doing their jobs (Bill Donovan, " Dine Bi' Olta sues to
get BIE documents," Navajo Times, August 29, 2019).
Tribal Courts
Ginny Underwood, "Muscogee (Creek) Nation’s court voids first primary election after two
petitions filed: Back to the ballot box for Muscogee (Creek) Nation after ‘invalidated’ election."
ICT, October 3, 2019, https://files.constantcontact.com/c2394f27001/55e67791-75fb-466c-81dceb81f990c47d.pdf, reported. "The Muscogee (Creek) Nation Election Board is moving forward
with plans to hold a new primary election after the tribe’s Supreme Court voted to nullify the
Sept. 21 results.
Two petitions were filed after the election, the first claiming fraud and irregularities in the
voting process. The second petition requested a recount of the absentee ballots for the candidates
for the Office of the Principal Chief."
The Eastern Shoshone and the Northern Arapahoe nations of the Wind River
Reservation in Wyoming reinstated their wellness court which functions following tribal
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culture to deal with substance abuse cases without having to sentence offenders to jail time
("Wind River Reservation set to restart wellness court," NFIC, July 2019).
Tribal Government and State and Local Government Developments,
"Legacy Of Genocide Resurfaces In Boston As Construction Planned On Burial Site," July
27, 2019, https://www.culturalsurvival.org/news/legacy-genocide-resurfaces-boston-constructionplanned-burial-site-0, reported, "Nestled amongst the beauty of Boston’s historic coastline lies
an intensifying disagreement over Long Island, one of the 34 islands comprising Boston
Harbor Islands National and State Park, part of the U.S. National Register of Historic Places,
and, less well known, the site of a former concentration camp and Native burial ground.
In 2014, a 3,400-foot bridge connecting Long Island to Quincy’s Moon Island was closed
down and demolished due to structural degradation. In 2018, Boston Mayor Marty
Walsh announced his $92 million project to rebuild the bridge by 2021 and construct a drug
treatment center and recovery campus on Long Island. The City of Quincy contests the
construction of a new bridge and is fighting to prevent the project’s implementation, claiming that
a new bridge will increase traffic.
Lesser known to the public are the Native American Tribes who share an important
stake in the outcome of this battle. The genocide, ethnic cleansing, and colonial policies
wreaked upon Indigenous Peoples is by colonial Massachusetts is largely unknown, even in
today’s Massachusetts, as the state mandated history curriculum for secondary education
begins at the American Revolution.
The King Philip’s War (1675-1680) was the last major effort by a number of the Indian
nations in today’s southern New England region to resist English colonial military and political
control over their lands. Following a retaliatory raid in Swansea (New Plymouth Colony) due
to an unaddressed killing of a Native man, the English colonies of Massachusetts Bay and
Connecticut used the Swansea incident to join with New Plymouth to unilaterally take
coercive and military actions against many of the Indian nations of the region.
Among the coercive actions taken by the United Colonies of New England, the
Massachusetts Bay Colony set up what became a concentration camp system on August 30,
1675, ordering all Indians (“all those Indians, that are desirous to approve themselves faithful
to the English”) into a series of Indian villages turned internment zones (the rest of the colony
was considered a “free-fire zone”). The civilian Native populations from these zones/camps
were later either forcibly removed to Deer Island, or fled the English controlled areas as
refugees.
Deer Island then became the centerpiece of the Massachusetts Bay Colony
concentration camp system, and from that island Indians were later transferred to Long Island
(also in Boston Harbor). The exact number of the interned Indians on the Boston Harbor Islands
during the war, the number of deaths that occurred due to the conditions of the camps and location
of
the
concentration
camp
burial
ground
sites
remain
unknown.
During the winter of 1675-1676, hundreds of Native people suffered severely from the
conditions of the camp on Deer Island, conditions that included freezing temperatures, limited food
supplies and illness brought on by contaminated clams. If the Native persons attempted to leave the
islands and return to the mainland, settlers were encouraged to 'kill and destroy them as they best
may or can.'
The Native men interned were pressured to join an English proxy Native militia force that
was used to attack the Native people around the Wachusett area and other areas. When the English
people began a process of repatriation of the Indian people on the islands back to the mainland,
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they also restricted release from internment to those who would cooperate with the English: '4.
That such Indians as shall be impeached by name by any English, as not to be confided in or meet
to have this liberty, be continued at the island, until the council, on hearing the matter, shall take
further order for their disposal.' (The Massachusetts Bay Colony Records of 1675-1686 (Volume
5, page 86).
Along with Deer Island, Long Island was also used as a concentration camp, and the
Commonwealth of Massachusetts informed the MICDI Indian tribes in 1992 that there
remained a large Indian burial ground on that island from the concentration camp era.
Since 1996 the MICDI Tribal governments have sought the transfer of the title of the land(s)
on Long Island of the burial ground site of 1676 (identified by the Commonwealth) from the
City of Boston to federal multi-tribal Indian trust status.
For decades, the governments of the Muhheconneuk Intertribal Committee on Deer Island
(MICDI) and the Muhheconnew National Confederacy (MNC), recently joined by the North
American Indian Center of Boston (NAICOB), have attempted to work with the City of Boston to
protect Indian burial ground sites on the Boston Harbor Islands from infrastructure projects and to
appropriately honor and memorialize the Native people held there and those that died there during
the war.
The concerns of the MICDI governments took formal shape in 1991, as the tribes
publicly noted the anniversary of the first forced removal to Deer Island (from Natick) in
October of that year. A formal Accord was reached between tribal representatives and the
state agency overseeing construction on that island, the Massachusetts Water Resources
Authority (MWRA), on December 27, 1991, guaranteeing to the tribes information about
(and permission to be on site) of the planned demolition of the prison on the island, the
allowance of the tribes to conduct their own archaeological studies on the island, and
guaranteeing the tribes’ right for their own memorial on the island.
In 1985, the Environmental Protection Agency’s Public Archeology Laboratory partnered
with the University of Massachusetts Boston to conduct an archeological survey of both Long
Island and Deer Island prior to the construction of a wastewater treatment facility on Deer Island.
The survey results concluded that Deer Island yielded “no potential significant prehistoric or
historic period cultural resources.” The report also established that while “cultural resources may
have survived in the area as remnants it is not likely that they would have retained sufficient
integrity to meet normal standards of significance.” “Normal standards of significance’’ and
according to whom, was not defined.
Collaboration between the MICDI governments, and state and federal bodies over the
past 30 years has fluctuated in its degree of success. When the sewage treatment construction
began on Deer Island in 1991, it appeared that the MWRA would work with the Tribes to erect a
memorial on the island as well as grant them the right to conduct their own archeological survey.
The Muhheconneuk Intertribal Committee on Deer Island revealed, however, that in June 1992 and
again in September 1994 the MWRA backed out of these agreements, and the agency was caught
removing soil (which contained bones) from the island, in violation of its commitment to the
MICDI governments that it would not do so, and dumped the Deer Island soil into the Quincy
Quarry.
The 1985 archeological survey of Long Island did however yield results necessary to
garner historical preservation. The report disclosed that 'Long Island is considered to be a
significant complex of prehistoric and historic period cultural resource much of which may
be eligible for inclusion in the National Register' of historic places.
In the late 1990s, Tribes began to gain traction in their efforts to receive proper recognition
of the atrocities committed against Native Americans on the Harbor Islands. The Muhheconnew
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National Confederacy and the City of Boston partnered in 1996 to host a commemoration on Long
Island of Proclamation Day, August 30,1675 in remembrance of the internment of Native
Americans and suspension of their civil liberties.
The Boston Harbor Islands National Park was also founded in 1996. The MICDI and the
MNC worked jointly with the City of Boston and the National Park Service (NPS) to support the
federal legislation that created the park, once the original bill was amended to require mandated
policies and programs “Protecting and preserving Native American burial grounds connected with
the King Philip’s War internment period and other periods” in the required park plan (16 USC 460
kkk (f)(2)(B)(vi)). While collaboration between groups appeared progressive in the initial years of
the park’s creation the MICDI and MNC later found of their efforts to implement the law was
blocked by the Partnership board, the board that was created in the same federal legislation, and
included representation by the NPS, Massachusetts state agencies (including the MWRA), the City
of Boston and other entities. Since the July 17, 2001 vote to approve the park plan in violation of
the law that created the park, relations between the board and the MICDI/MNC governments have
remained frozen and the island owners have proceeded with plans for the islands indifferent to the
law and the intent of Congress to protect the Indian burial grounds in coordination with the
respective Native governments.
After enduring years of fruitless negotiations with state institutions, today the plans for
bridge construction offers a new challenge and opportunity to address the native burial grounds on
Long Island. The MICDI and MNC, with the support of the North American Indian Center of
Boston, have opened dialogue with the City of Boston to ensure that the burial grounds and
surrounding land containing historically poignant artifacts will remain preserved and untouched by
possible construction.
Tribal organizations were confronted by another setback, however, on October 2, 2018,
when the Committee on Planning, Development, and Transportation and Committee on
Homelessness, Mental Health, and Recovery held a “joint hearing to discuss the current status of
plans for the new bridge.” While third party organizations were permitted to provide testimony
neither the MICDI, MNC, nor NAICOB received an invitation to attend the hearing. The Tribes
lamented the passage of a vital opportunity to contribute input due to the city’s failure to inform
and
consult
Tribal
representative
bodies
of
the
hearing’s
formation.
The Muhheconneuk Intertribal Committee on Deer Island published a written testimony on
October 16, 2018, in response to their unintended absence at the October 2 hearing. The MICDI
maintains that while it has not yet taken a stance on the construction of a new bridge, it remains
imperative that Tribes be informed and consulted on future policy decisions by both the Boston and
Quincy governments.
On Monday April 1, 2019, a hearing was held at Quincy City Hall for the purpose of
allowing the Muhheconneuk Intertribal Committee on Deer Island and the North American
Indian Center of Boston to share the dark history that took place on the Harbor Islands,
voice potential concerns regarding the construction of a new bridge, and propose solutions to
preserve Long Island’s burial grounds. Testimony by a member of the North American Indian
Center of Boston’s board during that hearing resonated powerfully when he declared, 'These aren’t
just bones in the soil. They have names that are attached to them.'
The question of development on Long Island provides an opportunity for us to reckon
with a dark history in a public way and educate our fellow citizens about the rich cultures
and histories of local Native American Tribes. The cities of Quincy and Boston are required
to adhere to international human rights standards enshrined in the UN Declaration on the
Rights of Indigenous Peoples, endorsed by the United States in 2007, when engaging with the
human remains that exist on Long Island, and can take this opportunity to engage Tribes in
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the area with the goal of seeking their free, prior and informed consent before any further
projects take place that will affect these important historical sites. It is important to actively
seek participation from and include any affected Tribe and First Nation whose history is
connected the regional colonial governmental genocide policies of the past in any decision
making that involves the remains of their ancestors."
Joaqlin Estus, "This is not the end’ Alaska legislators fight budget cuts with ‘urgency’,"
ICT, July 15, https://newsmaven.io/indiancountrytoday/news/this-is-not-the-end-alaska-legislatorsfight-budget-cuts-with-urgency-rN52saJNYk2ixtWHJHNeHg/, reported, "Legislators in Alaska
missed Friday’s deadline to override $440 million in budget line item vetoes made from
Governor Mike Dunleavy, a Republican. They needed 45 votes to override the 182 vetoes.
And, like last week, legislators still cannot agree on a meeting place, much less find the
three-fourths majority needed to vote for an override.
But they haven’t given up."
"The legislative leaders cited cuts that will leave service providers facing dire choices.“
"Last week, along with dozens of other organizations, the Alaska Federation of
Natives called for an override. AFN represents Alaska Natives, some 18 percent of the state’s
population."
"The new budget went into effect July 1, 2019; the start of the 2020 fiscal year." The
cuts have been drastic in many areas. Schools, Universities and scholarships have been
severly hit. Medicaid was reduced by 20%. "Hospitals, tribal health organizations, and
health care providers will be struggling to regroup and adjust." Senior benefits assistance
funding was eliminated along with other cuts."
"'What’s wrong with this picture, commissioner?'," ICT, October 18, 2019,
https://newsmaven.io/indiancountrytoday/news/what-s-wrong-with-this-picture-commissionerd8EfW-YH502I76N7wMzUhQ/, reported, "Alaska in 2018 saw its highest violent crime rate in
five years, according to a recent Anchorage Daily News story. That’s saying a lot since the state
already had the nation’s highest rape rate, by far. Yet, sexual assault numbers went up 11
percent from 2017 to 2018, making Alaska’s rate four times the national average," with
Alaska Native Women, 20% of the population, constituting almost half the rape victims. That
is an improvement from 2003-04 when at least seven-eights of Alaska rape victims were Native.
A number of law and order commissions have reported that a large part of the problem is
that one-third of the state's Native villages have no law enforcement. However, Native rape
rates are high in cities also. One factor in obtaining enough village public safety officers has
been the complexity of the process of gaining funds. Unlike funding for other Alaska public safety
personnel, the money has to be appropriated by the legislature for the department of public safety
which then has to review grant applications to fund each position.
Director of the University of Alaska Northwest campus Barbara Amarok, Inupiaq, stated,
“For several years we've been actively trying to promote and ensure effective and equitable
response to sexual assault, particularly for Alaska Native women. We recognize the need for more
law enforcement to participate in training, professional development, to learn more about our
culture and our life-ways and also to understand the complicated and complex history of race
relations that we have in Alaska.”
"The Alaska Legislative Public Safety Workgroup is working on legislation that would
increase crime-prevention services such as behavioral health intervention, substance abuse
treatment and mental health support."
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Some help is coming from the U.S. Department of Justice which announced an award
in October of $42 million for public safety in rural Alaska, in addition to $10.5 million
awarded in May, when Attorney General Barr declared a law enforcement emergency in
Alaska and awarded $6 million to the state for grants for critical infrastructure, such as
holding cells, and $4.5 million for 20 officer positions and training. Some of that money has
been awarded to tribes to support village public safety and victim services.
The South Dakota legislature passed, and the governor signed, a measure requiring
the state Division of Criminal Investigation to collect data on missing and murdered
Indigenous people, and create procedures and training for investigating cases of missing and
murdered Indigenous women and children ("New South Dakota law focuses on missing
Indigenous women," NFIC, June 2019).
The Governor of Montana, on June 11, 2019, appointed the members of the states new
Missing Indigenous Persons task force, including a representative of each of the state's eight
Indian nations ("Montana's Missing Indigenous Person's task force named," NFIC, June 2019).
The Urban Indian Health Board in Washington state published a report correcting the
inaccuracies of the state legislature mandated Washington State Patrol report on missing and
murdered Indigenous women and girls. The institute's report criticized the patrol's report for
misstating its accountings of the ten patrol meetings in Native communities to discuss the
topic, and for lacking any meaningful or scientific analysis of the knowledge shared in them.
The institute report provided both a corrected meeting accounting and an in depth analysis
("New report corrects 'severely lacking' Washington State Patrol Study," Navajo Times, September
26, 2019).
The Oglala Sioux Nation Council, at Pine Ridge, SD, voted unanimously, in May 2019,
to ban South Dakota Governor Krisi Noem (R) from the reservation until she rescinds her
support for anti-protest legislation ("United States: Oglala Sioux Nation Bans South Dakota
Governor from Reservation," Cultural Survival Quarterly, June 2019).
A federal, state and tribal collaborative investigation led to the arrest of 246 people,
over two weeks in June 2019 on and near the Yakama reservation in Washington for a
variety of crimes including sexual assaults, robbery, fire arms violations, burglary,
kidnapping, arson, narcotics violations and murder ("Crackdown in Yakama nets 246 arrests,"
Navajo Times, September 12, 2019).
"Native Hawaiian Coalition Submits Cerd Early Warning Urgent Action Update on The
Protection
Of
Mauna
Kea,"
Cultural
Survival,
July
22,
2019,
https://www.culturalsurvival.org/news/native-hawaiian-coalition-submits-cerd-early-warningurgent-action-update-protection-mauna-kea, reported, "Protests near the sacred summit of
Mauna Kea in Hawai’i are increasing in urgency as Native Hawaiians fight to prevent the
construction of the Thirty Meter Telescope (TMT). Mauna Kea is the tallest mountain in the
Pacific and has traditionally been the site of religious ceremonies for Native Hawaiians, or
Kanaka Maoli. The telescope has been scheduled for construction for over a decade, and has
been the subject of legal contestation as Free, Prior and Informed Consent has not been given
by Native Hawaiians. A state of emergency was issued on July 17, 2019, by governor David
Ige as tensions continue to escalate and arrests continue to increase. The ACLU has noted
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that the state has purchased sound cannons in anticipation of protests to be used against the
protestors as intimidation mechanisms. At least 34 protesters have been detained and
arrested for civil disobedience, including many elders. Beginning on June 20, 2019, the state
of Hawai’i has participated in the active destruction of religious structures and has effectively
closed the mountain off to Native Hawaiians.
The state justifies the TMT’s construction through supporting the location of Mauna Kea as
the best place for the telescope’s successful operation, and through the institutional support of
major stakeholders. The failure of the scientific community to co-manage natural resources, to
respect the human contexts around them, and to acknowledge the rights, legal personhood, and
contributions of global Indigenous populations is representative of a wider set of civil rights
injustices that have come to define our contemporary legal landscape. The violent destruction of
places of worship was intended to systematically silence Native people and represent an aggressive
threat towards of Native persons dissenting injustice. Because some of the sacred monuments in
question are continuously used, the state claims that they are not old enough to be protected,
forcing a static view of Native Hawaiian culture and religion and overstepping their boundaries in
determining whether something is sacred.
On March 22, 2019, Cultural Survival, at the request of a Native Hawaiian
coalition, submitted a report to the Committee on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination's
(CERD) 98th Session under the Early Warning and Urgent Action Procedures highlighting
the risks of construction on sacred land without consent, and providing recommendations for
the successful co-management of resources. Our warnings have increased, and we
have amended our recommendations to emphasize the urgent consequences of extreme
dispossession and denial of civil rights. The coalition now requests that the Committee on the
Elimination of Racial Discrimination provide an immediate response to extreme acts of
aggression and racism perpetuated by the policy state towards all Native Hawaiians. This
amendment provides further recommendations to avoid inconsistencies with commitments
made under the ICERD and UNDRIP.
The updated policy conclusions and requests to CERD include recommending that the
United States government and the state government of Hawai’i work to bring a stop to any
activities that infringe on the rights of Indigenous people including halting immediate work
on the progress of the TMT, revoking the permits granted for construction, compensating the
cultural practitioners, and allowing Native Hawaiians to protest construction without fear of
physical and legal retaliation. We also request that the UN Special Rapporteur on the Rights
of Indigenous Peoples communicates with the government and prepares a report on this
brutal treatment. The state’s legal and physical intimidation of Indigenous people standing
together in protest is an affront to the fabric and integrity of our political system. The State’s
aggressive actions against Native Persons, including the purchase of sound cannons,
diminishes their voices. The destruction of altars and places of worship also extended beyond
the direct site of Mauna Kea and into the area’s proximity. The State of Hawai’i has also
intimidated citizens from going higher than the main highway, which is substantially lower
than the mountain’s summit and prevents citizens from accessing the domain effectively
eliminating full access to the mountain.
Read
the
full
update
here:
https://www.culturalsurvival.org/sites/default/files/Update%20to%20Early%20Warning%20Urgent
%20Action%20Submission.pdf."
Katherine Hamilton, "'It’s Called a Genocide:' The Strength Of Language In U.S.
Government Apologies To Native Americans," Cultural Survival, July 02, 2019,
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https://www.culturalsurvival.org/news/its-called-genocide-strength-language-us-governmentapologies-native-americans, reported, "There has been a broad range of sincerity, depth, and
publicity within the few apologies offered by the United States government to Native
American Peoples throughout history. One more apology was added to this short list on June
18, 2019, delivered on behalf of the state of California by Governor Gavin Newsom.
What stood out about Newsom’s statement was his description of the crimes for which
he expressed regret: 'It’s called a genocide,' he said. 'No other way to describe it. And that’s
the way it needs to be described in the history books.' In 1851, California’s first governor,
Peter Burnett, vowed to fight Native Americans until they became 'extinct.'
Newsom spoke during a ceremony in West Sacramento, where the California Indian
Heritage Center is to be constructed, about the executive order that formally recognizes the
state’s discriminatory history against Indigenous Peoples. The order marks one of the first
state-wide apologies to Native Americans to be issued in the United States.
New Mexico Congresswoman Debra Haaland (Laguna Pueblo) remarked that 'this country
was founded on genocide,' but California’s history is particularly atrocious because its crimes
occurred later than the rest of the country.
Almost exactly ten years before Newsom’s statement, the Senate passed an official
apology to all Native peoples of the United States, which was later signed by Obama in December
2010. While the bill was historic in many ways, it also received criticism for its almost
complete lack of publicity, with the White House making no announcement about it.
Obama’s apology took far less of a stance than Newsom’s, neglecting to address any
specific tribes and noting that the bill does not settle or support any legal claims. A large portion of
the bill is dedicated to thanking Native Americans for their role in helping colonizers in the earliest
European settlements, as well as their high participation in the U.S. military and protection of
various lands. It 'apologizes on behalf of the people of the United States,' rather than from the
government itself. Its description of the crimes against Native Americans also contrasts in strength
to the California order, stating that 'while establishment of permanent European settlements in
North America did stir conflict with nearby Indian tribes, peaceful and mutually beneficial
interactions also took place.'
Oglala Sioux poet Layli Long Soldier quoted this particular segment of the bill in her
collection of poetry Whereas, which was published in 2017 as a direct response to the
apology. Whereas earned Long Soldier a number of awards, including National Book Critics Circle
Award and the Griffin Poetry Prize. In addition to her poetry and activism work, Long Soldier is
also a contributing editor to Drunken Boat journal and an adjunct professor at Diné College in
Navajo Nation.
In Whereas, she critiques the use of the word 'conflict' rather than 'genocide' to describe the
systemic violence against Native Americans over centuries. In fact, the majority of her
collection examines the use of language in United States legislation and grammar, and how it
maintains colonial and oppressive ideals. She challenges the 'rules' of traditional English poetry and
language by breaking visual boundaries to reconstruct Obama’s bill, along with other historical
events. The use of the term genocide has always held great weight, and it seems to be gaining
traction as the most suitable word to describe the mass atrocities committed consistently against
Native Americans and Indigenous Peoples everywhere.
The term genocide was used again this year to describe violence against Indigenous Peoples
in the Canadian National Inquiry report on oppression of Indigenous women, girls and LGBTQ+
people. The report declared that Canada’s rate of violence against this group “amounts to
genocide” and included over 2,000 testimonies from survivors and families of victims.
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While recent acknowledgements and apologies have made stronger and more decisive
statements in support of Indigenous Peoples, many people still see an absence of legal action. The
Canadian report included 231 calls for justice, but the government has not yet acted on these.
California’s order has mandated a Truth and Healing Council which will work with tribes to create
a written report by January 2025 about the historical relationship between the state and Native
Americans. Additionally, last year’s state budget included a $100 million allotment to build the
California Indian Heritage Center However, Newsom said he had not yet considered other forms of
healing relations with California Native Americans, such as financial reparations or altering the
state curriculum.
Many Indigenous leaders discussed the need for further action beyond the apology. Traces
of California’s genocidal past are still present; many communities are still named after men who
persecuted Native Americans and the statue that represents California in the U.S. Capitol depicts
Father Junipero Serra, who began the first Catholic missions.
In May, Maine passed a bill banning all schools in the state from having a mascot or name
that refers to a Native American tribe or custom. The state also replaced Columbus Day with
Indigenous Peoples Day, joining a growing portion of the country in this holiday change.
Moke Simon, chairman of the Middletown Rancheria of Pomo Indians of California in
Lake County, spoke about the general lack of awareness about Native Peoples today. 'More than
often, you hear at the county courthouse and other things, ‘Oh, when the Indians were here.’ Well,
we’re still here,' he said, arguing that the state could do more to educate young people about Native
governments and history.
Governor Newsom himself admitted to his previous ignorance of California’s past, saying it
was 'humbling' to learn 'how ashamed I should be as a Californian.'”
Arizona, in October, renamed sections of a number of highways to honor American
Indian veterans. The portions of highways renamed became: Navajo Code Talkers Highway, Hopi
Code Talker Highway, Native American Women Veterans Highway and Native Veterans Highway
("AZ highway signs honoring Native vets to be unveiled," Navajo Times, October 10, 2019).
The Colorado Commissioners of Indian Affairs, with the Colorado Lt. Governor in
attendance, met on the Southern Ute Reservation in October 2019. The central foci of the
meeting were education, health, natural resources and environmental policy (Fabian Martinez,
"Parents raise concerns at annual IPP meeting," Southern Ute Drum, November 8, 2019)
Richard Walker, "Seattle leaders approve resolution for missing and murdered Indigenous
women
and
girls,"
ICT,
September-October
2019,
https://files.constantcontact.com/c2394f27001/e19936c1-bf50-47c7-8f05-ec11ca4209ee.pdf,
reported, "Seattle City Council unanimously approved a resolution that lays out a plan and
timeframe to improve data collection and build collaboration with tribes and city officials."
"Some key points in the resolution:
The City Council and Mayor Jenny Durkan 'will work together to create sustainable
investments in research and direct services, and create racially appropriate and accurate data
collection methods” regarding Murdered and Missing Indigenous Women and Girls.
The City will work with the Seattle Indian Health Board to 'identify strategies for
improving the City’s collection of data to more effectively understand and address issues facing
Native communities.'
The City will consult with local tribal nations and urban Indian organizations to improve
tribal-municipal collaboration and communication.
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By the first quarter of 2020, the mayor will submit to the council a report that includes
recommendations on developing a citywide tribal consultation to better serve Native communities.
The City will create 'a culturally attuned police liaison position' to build relationships
between the Seattle Police Department and Native communities. The liaison will coordinate with
the Seattle Indian Health Board to assist with trainings relevant to interactions between Seattle
police and Native communities -- including interactions that might result in the correct
identification and recording of racial identity.
The City will coordinate with the health board to train Seattle Police in how to record the
tribal enrollment or affiliation of victims in databases.
The City will coordinate with the health board to determine the amount of funding available
for sexual assault prevention and treatment programs, homelessness response, mental health
services, and substance use disorder services.
The police department will develop guidelines on inter-jurisdictional cooperation among
law enforcement agencies at the tribal, federal, state, and local levels, including inter-jurisdictional
enforcement of protection orders for members of Native communities."
Richard Walker, "Program for Native students fights eviction, sues Seattle school district,"
ICT, September 18, 2019, https://newsmaven.io/indiancountrytoday/news/program-for-nativestudents-fights-eviction-sues-seattle-school-district-WJcE7JSsKkqSSa8WrPfZ8A/, "The Urban
Native Education Alliance, or UNEA, is suing Seattle Public Schools in King County Superior
Court," alleging the district’s decision to terminate the partnership between the Alliance and
the schools was 'erroneous, arbitrary and capricious,' and that 'the district’s 'racially
imbalanced enrollment policies' have resulted in an assimilationist scattering of Native
students throughout the district.' Court proceedings are scheduled to begin in Superior Court in
January 2020 in Sense-Wilson et al vs. Seattle School District No. 1, case number 19-2-17721-7.
Before its demolition in 2015, American Indian Heritage High School had continually
graduated 100% of its students in the 1980s and 1990s. Since its closing Native students have been
scattered among other schools where they are invisible, in culturally and academically unfriendly
learning environments, without adequate support. As a result, Native graduation rates have fallen to
56%. To increase Native student performance and well being, UNEA has been working in
collaboration with the Seattle Public Schools providing free academic, athletic, and culture-based
after-school programs. Twice-weekly, they have hosted cultural activities, dinners, employment
and college readiness classes, fitness classes, tutoring. In 2019, Seattle Public Schools ended its 11
year partnership with the non profit Urban Native Education Alliance.
Washington, DC, in October 2019, joined the growing number of U.S. municipalities
changing their holiday to Indigenous Peoples' Day from Columbus Day ("NCAI Applauds
Washington, D.C. City Council's Vote to Declare Indigenous Peoples' Day," The National
Congress
of
American
Indians
(NCAI),
October
8,
2019,
http://www.ncai.org/news/articles/2019/10/08/ncai-applauds-washington-d-c-city-council-s-voteto-declare-indigenous-peoples-day). Salem, IN, in October 2019, became one of 20 U.S. cities to
declare Native American Month (Kate Wehlann, Salem, Ind., Mayor declares Native American
Month," Navajo Times, November 14, 2019). Vermont is one of the states that has taken this step
in 2019.
Two Idaho high schools changed their mascots from Indian to non-Indian in summer
2019. Teton High School retired "Red Skins," while the Boise School District changed its mascot
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from "the Braves" to "the Brave" ("Idaho high school replaces 'Braves' mascot," NFIC, August
2019).
The Brookings, SD School District apologized for taking an Eagle feather from a
graduating high school senior who wore it to graduation, May 26, 2019. The superintendent
said that the district will work to ensure that students can express pride in their tribal
heritage ("School district apologizes for taking eagle feather from student before graduating,"
NFIC, June 2019).
Tribal Developments
Katherine Hamilton, "Five Indigenous Children Have Died at Border Patrol Since
December 2018," Cultural Survival, July 08, 2019, https://www.culturalsurvival.org/news/fiveindigenous-children-have-died-border-patrol-december-2018, reported, "On May 20, 2019, 16year-old Carlos Gregorio Hernandez died in a Texas Border Patrol station, after being
diagnosed with influenza and waiting a week in holding facilities. He was the fifth Indigenous
child to die on the border since December.
In September 2018, the first migrant child to die in federal custody since 2010 passed
away due to heart complications. Since then, five more minors have died at Border Patrol, all
of them from Guatemala, a country whose population is majority Indigenous.
Hernandez, who was Maya Achi, had traveled without family members from his home in
Baja Verapaz, Guatemala, and arrived at the Texas border on May 13, according to an article
in The New York Times. He was still waiting in holding facilities a week later when he first
reported feeling ill. Under federal law, children and teenagers must be placed in a Health and
Human Services shelter within 72 hours after being detained. Officials have not answered
questions about this delay in placing Hernandez.
A sixteen-year-old and two-year-old also died at the border earlier this spring, both from the
Maya Ch’ort’i region of Chiquimula, Guatemala, according to the International Maya League.
Guatemala’s Foreign Relations Ministry responded by recommending that families not
'expose the lives of their children by sending them on an irregular trip to the United States, which is
very dangerous.'
However, the families of the children have cited the intense poverty that has pushed entire
communities into migration. PBS reported that education initiatives have been abandoned in some
Guatemalan villages because so many young people have left for the United States. This was the
case in Yalambojoch, Guatemala, the home of eight-year-old Felipe Gomez Alonzo, who died at
the border on Christmas Eve. Yalambojoch is an extremely impoverished village of Maya Chuj
people who, like many other Maya Peoples, were displaced from their land during the violent 36year civil war. Alonzo’s family said that the Guatemalan government has ignored the plight of the
Indigenous population in the country, 80% of which lives below the poverty line.
Maya Peoples have suffered discrimination and displacement since colonization, but in the 1980s
the Guatemalan military, with training and weapons from the US, used scorched-earth techniques
to destroy Indigenous communities, leaving the Maya people to flee their land or be taken into
violent military communities. Although the Peace Accords were signed in 1996 guaranteeing
Indigenouos Peoples certain reparations and human rights standards, implementation efforts have
been largely unsuccessful due to governmental corruption and systemic racism.
President Trump responded to Alonzo’s death by stating that both he and Jakelin Caal – a
Maya Q’eqchi’ girl who died at the border earlier in December – were “very sick” before reaching
the border. However, both children passed the initial health inspection at Border Patrol, as did
205

Carlos Gregorio Hernandez. These medical complications highlight concerns about the health and
safety of Customs and Border Protection services, which have become greater challenges in recent
months as migrant numbers surge.
Trump also blamed Democrats and “pathetic immigration policies” for the deaths, tweeting
that “if we had a Wall, they wouldn’t even try.”
A report from the National Conference of State Legislatures stated that Guatemala was the
third highest country of origin for asylum seekers and unauthorized immigrants in the United
States. However, no research has been released that counts the number of Indigenous people who
pass through the border to the United States.
Professor and Tzotzil interpreter John Haviland said that he has noticed an increase in
Indigenous-speaking migrants. For many Maya Peoples, Spanish is not their first language. The
inability to effectively ask for and receive help, be informed of what is happening, and understand
legal documents, is a major to harm being brought to migrant children and has contributed
to family separation.
'Nobody can actually contradict the claim that can be made by social services that an
Indigenous mom is an incompetent mom, because basically, they can’t talk to the mom.' Haviland
said in an interview with High Country News last year. He also stated that child-parent separation
has been an issue for Indigenous minors long before the Trump administration.
Almost all migrants are interviewed in Spanish, making it more difficult for Indigenous
parents who speak little or no Spanish to defend their stories and keep their children from being
taken away.
Indigenous individuals also face greater struggles than non-Indigenous migrants when they
arrive in the United States. Finding work and education poses a much greater challenge to those
who are not fluent in neither English nor Spanish.
Sadly, miscommunication and health issues are not the only causes of tragedy within
Border Protection facilities. Last May, Claudia Patricia Gómez González, a 20-year-old Maya
Mam woman, was shot and killed by an agent on the Texas border. The murder was caught on film
and Customs and Border Protection released two public statements, the first referring to Gómez
González as an assailant who resisted arrest at a detention center along with a group of other
migrants. After cancelling a press conference, Border Protection released the second statement with
a few details changed. A year later, no more information has been released and Gómez González’s
family is working to sue Border Protection and seek justice.
The influx of migrant deaths at the border has raised a wide range of safety concerns,
said a Time article. Earlier in June, a man and a woman died at Border Patrol. The news was
announced just a few days after the death of transgender asylum seeker Joana Medina Leon, who
was migrating from El Salvador and tested HIV positive.
'This is yet another unfortunate example of an alien who enters the United States with an
untreated, unscreened medical condition,' said El Paso field office director Corey A. Price.
Medina Leon’s death in El Paso raised concerns for the safety and health of LGBTQ+
migrants.
On June 14, the Border Network for Human Rights issued a report based on testimony from
immigrants describing the bleak conditions of Border Control. Much of the report scrutinizes the
holding center in El Paso, Texas, where indoor facilities are so overcrowded that many migrants
have been moved to tents outside. Those who provided testimony also spoke of inadequate food
and hygiene resources.
The report was released after an advocate described finding a 17-year-old mother and her
premature infant unattended in the large fenced-in areas of Border Patrol. It was stated that the
baby should have been hospitalized yet the woman had spent a week in the detention center.
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The extensive time spent in the detention center was one of the most common critiques
found in the report. Many migrants are being held in the center past the 72-hour processing time,
just as was done to Carlos Gregorio Hernandez before he died. In 2017, the UN reported that 191
migrants died in Texas alone, a 26% increase from the previous year. They also said that the 'vast
majority' of deaths occur on the United States side of the border, although this may be due to the
fact that doctors and coroners north of the border are more likely to report a death.
This May, agents apprehended a record 84,542 adults and children travelling together, and
over 11,000 children travelling alone, according toTime."
Harmeet Kaur, "The Cherokee Nation [of Oklahoma] wants a representative in Congress,
taking the US government up on a promise it made nearly 200 years ago," CNN, August 25, 2019,
https://www.cnn.com/2019/08/25/politics/cherokee-nation-congressional-delegatetreaty/index.html, reported, "The Cherokee Nation announced Thursday that it intends to appoint a
delegate to the US House of Representatives, asserting for the first time a right promised to the
tribe in a nearly 200-year-old treaty with the federal government," 1835 Treaty of New Echota,
which involved the Cherokee being removed to Oklahoma. The treaty did not specify whether or
not the Cherokee delegate would have the authority to vote. It seems likely, that if the Congress
accepts the Cherokee delegate, that the Cherokee representative would join the 6 other non-voting
representatives from the district of Columbia and Pacific Ocean U.S. territories. The Cherokee
Nation nominated Kimberly Teehee to serve as its congressional delegate. If completed, this would
be another step in including American Indian Nations in U.S. federalism, which includes the
National government, State governments (and the local governments in the states), and tribal
governments. The inclusion of the Cherokee having the right to have a representative in Congress
in the Treaty of New Echota follows the older arrangement in Maine of having the Penobscot and
Passamaquoddy nations have non-voting representatives in the state legislature."
The Indian Health Service (IHS) is underfunded and understaffed, especially on some
reservations. Nationally, in 2017, IHS spent only $3,332 per patient, while Medicare spent
$12,829 per patient and Medicaid paid out $7,789 per patient. While even if fully staffed, IHS
would not have enough personnel to provide adequate care, with low salaries and many
facilities in fairly isolated locations, IHS facilities cannot fill the available positions. In some
facilities, only half the existing positions are filled. In states with IHS hospitals, the death
rates for preventable diseases, such as alcohol-related illnesses, diabetes and liver disease, are
three to five times higher for Native Americans, who largely rely on those hospitals, than for
all other races combined. Partly because of inadequate health care, in South Dakota, the life
expectancy for Native Americans is 57, 24 years less than for white residents.
Meanwhile, Native people seeking healthcare outside of IHS often find that IHS does
not have the funding to cover the expenses, in many instancs saddling those people with
extensive debt.
Thus, an increasing number of Indian Nations have been running their own health
programs, sometimes by themselves, sometimes in conjunction with other Nations. This has
been easiest for nations whose finances have greatly improved, while quite difficult for those
who continue to have limited incomes.
Among the difficult attempts to assume responsibility for health services has been the
taking over, in July2019, of the Sioux San Indian Health Service Hospital by the Great Plains
Tribal Chairmen’s Health Board, a nonprofit organization representing 18 tribal communities in
South Dakota, North Dakota, Nebraska and Iowa. Sioux San Hospital has experienced especially
serious problems. Five federal investigations have found that patients have died at Sioux San from
inadequate care, are often given wrong diagnoses and are treated by staff members who have not
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been screened for hepatitis and tuberculosis. As a result, Sioux San’s emergency room and
inpatient unit were shut down by the Indian Health Service and Congress in 2017. Only an often
understaffed urgent care clinic, often understaffed, remained open.
The Great Plains Tribal Chairmen’s Health Board has developed a plan to reopen the
inpatient hospital and the emergency room, recruit a larger number of qualified doctors and
other health care workers, while upgrading equipment. To do this will require additional
millions of dollars over what IHS, Medicaid and Medicare makes available. As the concerned
nations do not generate the funding to do that, they are seeking additional government grants to
make the plan a reality. Sioux San is one of six IHS hospitals converted to private management,
since 2009, in South Dakota, Nebraska and Arizona. In Alaska, Native health care has been
paid for largely by aggressively seeking grants, a partnership with the Veterans Administration,
and billing Medicaid and Medicare. Whether the Tribal Chairmen’s Health Board can do the
same, or an equivalent is unclear (Mark Walker, Fed Up With Deaths, Native Americans Want to
Run
Their
Own
Health
Care,"
The
New
York
Times,
Oct.
15,
2019,
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/10/15/us/politics/native-americans-health-care.html).
The groundbreaking ceremony for the National Native American Veterans Memorial
in Washington, D.C., took place on September 21, 2019. The memorial will face the U.S.
Capitol on ground near the National Museum of the American Indian. The dedication is planned
for Veteran’s Day, November 11, 2020. Updated information will be available on the National
Native American Veterans Memorial website: https://americanindian.si.edu/nnavm/ (Jourdan
Bennett-Begaye, "Breaking ground on Native American veterans’ memorial, ICT, September Octoer
2019,
https://files.constantcontact.com/c2394f27001/e19936c1-bf50-47c7-8f05ec11ca4209ee.pdf).
Greg Vine, "Ancestral land to be returned to Nipmuc tribe," Greenfield Recorder,
September 16, 2019, https://www.recorder.com/A1-Nipmuc-land-returned-28435807, reported, "A
small step toward addressing some of the injustices suffered by area Native Americans —
specifically, in this case, the Nipmuc tribe — will take place Saturday in Petersham[, MA].
University of the Wild founder Dr. Larry Buell said a public 'Ceremony of Acknowledgement' of
the return of the Nipmuc’s ancestral land will start at 4 p.m. at the University of the Wild, 39
Glasheen Road."
"Buell said he gave the tribe a 2½-acre tract in 2016. On June 14, the tribe paid Buell
$107,000 to purchase an additional 18½ acres."
The Herring Pond Wampanoag Tribe of Plymouth, MA received back a piece of land
that was an ancient burial ground, in October 2019 ("Herring Pond Wampanoag Win Bid for
Their Burial Ground," Cultural Survival Quarterly, December 2019).
The Cherokee Nation of Oklahoma opened the Cherokee National History Museum in
Tahlequah, OK ("Cherokee Nations celebrate opening of new museum," NFIC, summer-fall 2019).
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Kaylea Hutson-Miller, "Wyandotte Nation to receive deed to 'sacred' site," Joplin Globe,
September 14, 2019, https://www.joplinglobe.com/news/local_news/wyandotte-nation-to-receivedeed-to-sacred-site/article_f154f340-3430-5e62-89a3-39b028fa8ad5.html, reported, "On Saturday,
the tribe will receive the deed to a historic tract of land in Ohio that it considers sacred. It is
part of the last federal reservation the Wyandot tribe, now known as the Wyandotte Nation,
had in Ohio.
Although small — only 3 acres — it is also home to a historic mission begun in 1819 by
John Stewart, a minister sent to the tribe by the denomination’s forerunner, the Methodist
Episcopal Church. The tribe’s history after Europeans arrived was one of disruption and removal.
Once found along the upper Great Lakes and the St. Lawrence River, the tribe relocated to Ohio
beginning after 1700."
Lakota People's Law Project reported via E-mail, July 18, 2019, "Last week, the Oglala
Sioux Tribe passed South Dakota’s first marriage equality law. Two days later, our Law and
Order Committee forwarded a resolution to the tribal council requesting adoption of a hate
crime measure that would ensure that all our tribal citizens can enjoy safety, security, and
equality on the Pine Ridge Reservation."
Mary Annette Pember, "‘A safe place’ at Pine Ridge," ICT, October 2, 2019,
https://newsmaven.io/indiancountrytoday/news/a-safe-place-at-pine-ridge-tHwLpCegUKauBeoKE-sqw/, reported, "Nagi Nunpa Hocaka, the Two Spirit Circle, is working to
reduce the high rate of suicide and substance abuse on the reservation." It "is Pine Ridge’s
first official safe place for young people who are lesbian, gay, bi-sexual, transgender and
queer or questioning -- known collectively as LGBTQ.
The circle was created as part of Native Connections, a Lakota Sioux Housing program, and
was designed to alleviate the high rates of youth suicide and substance abuse. After Native
Directions Director Lisa Schrader secured a grant from the Substance Abuse and Mental Health
Services Administration for the project last year, she and facilitator Darin Janis realized that the
program needed an LGBTQ component in order to reach every young person.
LGBTQ youth seriously contemplate suicide at almost three times the rate of
heterosexual youth, according to a 2016 report from the Centers for Disease Control and
Protection. The CDC also reports that suicide among Native Americans is 3.5 times higher
than other ethnic groups. In 2015, there were at least 103 suicide attempts on the Pine Ridge
Reservation during a 4-month period among people ages 12-24." The program hosts weekly
circles for LGBTQ people seeking counseling.
Navajo Nation held a Navajo Nation healing ceremony, in July 2019, with members of
all branches of the Nation's government participating, to heal the frustrations, resentments
and other negative feelings that occur in the course of governing and to restore a feeling of
unity and collaboration. [Ceremony alone will not overcome disharmony, but it plays a useful
role in doing so that the U.S. and many state and local governments might note] (Rima Krist,
"Healing the Nation ceremony launched summer session," Navajo Times, July 17, 2019).
"Braves Pivot from ‘Tomahawk Chop’ Chant After a Cardinal's Criticism: Just days after
St. Louis pitcher Ryan Helsley, a member of the Cherokee Nation, spoke out against the chant,
Atlanta said it would curb its use during Wednesday’s playoff game," The New York Times,
October 9, 2019, https://www.nytimes.com/2019/10/09/sports/baseball/atlanta-braves-tomahawkchop-helsley.html, reported, "The Atlanta Braves took a significant, if limited, step away from
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their 'tomahawk chop' chant on Wednesday ahead of Game 5 in the team’s National League
division series against the St. Louis Cardinals.
Cardinals pitcher Ryan Helsley, a member of the Cherokee Nation, had criticized the
use of the chant earlier in the playoff series.
For the decisive Game 5, the Braves said in a statement that they had decided not to
distribute red foam tomahawks — long a fixture at Braves games — on the seats at SunTrust Park.
The team also said that the thumping backup music to the team’s chant would not be played over
the park’s sound system if Helsley was in the game. The Cardinals, however, did not call on him
during their 13-1 victory.
The Braves’ tomahawk logo still appeared on the park’s video screen during the
presentation of Atlanta’s starting lineup, and a tomahawk was painted onto the grass behind home
plate. But as first pitch approached on Wednesday evening, the team did not play the chant’s audio
track, which stadium workers have used for years to prompt fans to gesture."
"New Mexico," U.S.A. Today, October 15, 2019, reported that to that date police data
indicated that 42 American Indians had been reported missing in 2019, following 36 reported
missing in 2018 in New Mexico.
The Navajo Nation, with limited resources, continues to experience difficulties in the
process of decentralizing governmental functions to chapters with the competence to handle
all the technicalities of doing so, including handling finances properly, despite providing
regional technical support. In 2019 an audit of the Round Rock Chapter found that it was not
undertaking the process of spending funds correctly. The tribal auditors made a series of
recommendations to the chapter to correct the problem, which chapter officials said their personnel
were expecting to complete putting fully into effect by the end of October 2019 (Bill Donovan,
"Round Rock audit finds officials did not follow money rules," Navajo Times, October 12, 2019).
Strong Families New Mexico produces voter's guides for members of the Navajo
Nation. The 2018 guide explained who can vote in tribal elections, when the next ones would
be held, how to register, and what Navajo Nation offices can be voted for by whom (Strong
Families New Mexico, forwardtogether.org/StrongFamiliesNM).
The Navajo Nation Council was unable to pass a renewable energy bill that had broad
support, in October, because of lack of consensus on the details of how the tribe would develop
renewable energy. Some such development is already occurring in the nation (Rima Krisst, "'Were
going to lose big:" Council kills renewable energy bill," Navajo Times, October 12, 2019).
In mid-November 2019 arrangements were being worked out between the Navajo
Nation and the New Mexico Department of Human Services to have a Navajo entity deliver
Medicaid on the Navajo Reservation (Rima Krisst, "Naat'aanii partnership poised to deliver
Medicaid to Navajo," Navajo Times, November, 2019).
The Navajo Nation broke ground on a $122 million, 162,00 square foot medical center
at its Dilkon, AZ community, in June, 2017 (Cindy Yurth, "Ground broken for new Dilkon
Medical Center," Navajo Times, June 27, 2019).
The Navajo Tribal Utility Authority (NUTA), having completed a piolet program
bringing electricity to 233 families on the reservation, 175 of whom were not on anyone else's
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list to receive power, was preparing to expand its 'Light Up Navajo Program.' 11 years ago,
some 18,000 Navajo homes had no electricity. As of summer 2019, 5000 of them have been
brought on line (Arlyssa Becenti, "NUTA plans second 'Light Up Navajo," Navajo Times, August
22, 2019).
Many households on the Navajo reservation still do not have running water, though
that has been improving in recent years. In June 2019, three Dine families had their homes
connected to drinking water systems thanks to volunteers from the U.S. and Australia
working with International Water, Sanitation and Hygiene Foundation ("Water: Families get
running water from volunteers," Navajo Times, June 27, 2019).
On Navajo Nation, the fact that the Nation took out crop insurance with the U.S.
Department of agriculture for all its agricultural land and individual farmers took out crop
insurance on their land on the reservation has caused confusion preventing anyone from
being payed, at least temporarily, for heavy losses due to drought. The department could not
determine who to pay how much given the conflicting claims. The impacted ranchers were
working, in July 2019, to develop a plan to the Northern Navajo Grazing Committee, which if
approved they hoped would could then go to the Navajo Nation Council's Resource and
Development committee which oversees the Agriculture Department which would be directed
to work with the U.S. Department of Agriculture to find a solution so the ranchers could be
paid, and a repeat of the problem avoided ("Tribe's drought insurance disrupts individual
claims," Navajo Times, June 27, 2019).
The Southern Ute Tribe of Colorado continued to return to traditional participatory
inclusion, in September 2019, in seeking membership input on a new enrolment ordnance
being considered by the tribal council that would include provisions on disenrollment and
relinquishment, absent in the existing statute (Tribal Council Seeking Tribal Member Comments on
Revised Enrolment Ordinance," Southern Ute Drum, September 13, 2019).
The Southern Ute Tribe of Colorado broke ground, in September 2019, on a settling
pond that will provide a reserve in an emergency of 20 days supply of water, in comparison ot
the one day supply of water in the existing reservoir (McKayla Lee, "Settling pond breaks ground,
expands water security," Southern Ute Drum, September 13, 2019).
The Southern Ute Tribe closed its detention center, in October 2019, because its use
had fallen off to the point where it was far more expensive to keep operating than to rent
space for Southern Ute offenders needing to be incarcerated in the jails of the surrounding
counties. The Southern Ute facility had also served other tribes, but with the decline in the number
of inmates, the cost of continuing to offer the service became too burdensome ("Tribe announces
closure of detention center," Southern Ute Drum, October 11, 2019).
"A Native Tribe Wants to Resume Whaling. Whale Defenders Are Divided: The Makah are
the only Native Americans with a treaty right to hunt whales, but they have not been allowed to do
so for 20 years. A recent proposal could change that," The New York Times, November 15, 2019,
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/11/14/us/whale-hunting-native-americans.html, reported, "The
Makah are the only Native Americans who have a treaty with the United States government
that explicitly allows them to hunt whales. But [except for their one renewal of the right to
hunt whales in 1999,] they have not because of a protracted administrative and legal battle
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waged by conservationists and animal rights activists, who call the practice “barbaric” and have
generated a wave of negative sentiment against the tribe.
The two-decade tussle could flare in the coming weeks over a proposal that would
allow the Makah to resume whaling as early as next year. Tribal members say the struggle
goes beyond their right to hunt, and see it as a fight over restoring Native identity, honoring
indigenous treaty rights and respecting age-old traditions."
Frank Hopper, "Snoqualmie Tribe buys ancestral Snoqualmie Falls from Muckleshoot
for
$125
million,"
ICT,
November
7,
2019,
https://files.constantcontact.com/c2394f27001/90c32b24-4704-4192-8695-195dbdf57f24.pdf,
reported that the Snoqualmie nation purchased their sacred ancestral land and two businesses
from the Muckleshoot Tribe to stop development and construction projects.
"When the Salish Lodge was built on sacred Snoqualmie land in 1916, Indians were not
allowed inside. Now the Snoqualmie tribe owns it."
The 700 member Duwamish Tribe, which is landless and receives no federal funds, is
receiving reparations from the voluntary Seattle group, Rent Duwamish, for the taking of the
nation's land which encompasses Seattle, WA ("U.S.: Seattle Residents y Reparations to Native
American Tribe," Cultural Survival Quarterly," December 2019).
Joaqlin Estus, "New $1 coin to honor Tlingit civil rights leader Elizabeth Peratrovich," ICT,
October 10, 2019, https://files.constantcontact.com/c2394f27001/19c978e9-4c12-4fc2-808101d581e643b1.pdf, reported, "The US Mint announced last week that it will honor Elizabeth
Peratrovich, Tlingit, on the 2020 dollar coin. In 1945 Peratrovich gave a passionate speech to
the Alaska Territorial Legislature that is credited with convincing legislators to adopt the
Alaska Anti-Discrimination Law, the first such law in the United States. Peratrovich was
Grand President of the Alaska Native Sisterhood at the time. "
Aliyah Chavez, "Isleta Pueblo chief justice makes history by being the first Native person
to give an opening prayer on the House floor," ICT, November 14, 2019,
https://files.constantcontact.com/c2394f27001/9f31f8d7-882b-4c9f-b8fe-7f7987f0e2bd.pdf
reported, "Verna Teller is chief justice of Isleta Pueblo ... and she made history this morning.
She was the first Native person to deliver an opening prayer on the floor of the U.S. House of
Representatives."
Raquel Montoya-Lewis, Isleta Pueblo, became the first Native American appointed as
justice on the Washington State Supreme Court, on December 4, 2019 (Richard Walker,
"History? Yes. ‘She is the best person for the job’," ICT,
December 5, 2019,
https://files.constantcontact.com/c2394f27001/14c47f53-6c5a-42e7-8b9c-c88cfc74e6f3.pdf).
Richard Walker and Kolby KickingWoman, "'Our common cause' with Native candidates,"
ICT, November 6, 2019, https://newsmaven.io/indiancountrytoday/news/our-common-cause-withnative-candidates-VPuzq2zF1EGyGR-scfixSw/, reported, "UPDATED: #NativeVote19 elections
roundup: Native American candidates elected to city councils, school boards in Washington,
Kansas:"
"Local voters in Washington state elected several Native Americans to the county office,
city councils, and school boards Nov. 5."
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In Seattle’s City Council District 5 Debora Juarez, Blackfeet, was leading in her bid
for a second term. Steve Oliver, Lummi, was unopposed for a fourth term as the Whatcom
County Treasurer.
City councils
Ashley Brown, Nooksack, was unopposed for a position on the City Council in
Everson. Debora Juarez, Blackfeet, was reelected to a second term on the Seattle City
Council from District 5. In Auburn, Seattle Indian Health Board president Chris Stearns,
Navajo, became the first Native American elected to the City Council in that city. Waiting for
late returns: Teresa Noreen Taylor, Lummi, hoped to win a second term on the City Council in
Ferndale; and Diana White, Potawatomi, was running for City Council Position 6 in
Edmonds, where she was president of the Edmonds School Board.
School boards. Marlys Baker, Swinomish, a community health representative for the
Swinomish Tribe’s health department, was leading for the school board in La Conner, across the
channel from the Swinomish Reservation. Titus Capoeman, Quinault, was unopposed for
reelection to the school board in Taholah, on the Quinault Nation Reservation. Greg Colfax,
Makah, was unopposed for reelection to the school board in Cape Flattery, on the Makah
Nation Reservation. Jessie Deardorff, Lummi, was unopposed for a position on the school
board in Ferndale. Chandra Hampson, Winnebago/White Earth Chippewa, was leading for
Seattle School Board, District 3. Meghan Jernigan, Choctaw, was ahead for District 1 on the
Shoreline School Board. Merian Juneau, Quinault, was unopposed for reelection to the
Taholah School Board. Cindy Webster-Martinson, Suquamish, was waiting to see if she
would be reelected to the North Kitsap School Board. Tracey Rascon, Makah, was unopposed
for reelection to the Cape Flattery School Board. Jenny Slagle, Yakama, was leading for Spokane
School Board Position 2.
KANSAS
Carole Cadue-Blackwood, Kickapoo, and Paula Smith, Sisseton Wahpeton Oyate,
came in third and fourth respectively to be two of the four top vote getters gaining seats on the
Lawrence School Board.
UTAH
A ballot initiative in San Juan County that would expand the three-member county
commission to five members was on its way to defeat. The measure was seen by many as a move
to undermine the Native vote within in the county that had elected a majority of the commission,
following a court ordered redistricting.
NEW MEXICO
In Albuquerque, Verland Coker, Muskogee (Creek) Nation, ran unsuccessfully for one
of three open school board seats."
The Lakota People's Law Project reported via E-mail, August 28, 2019, "Last week, Lakota
Law director Dan Nelson and I joined Oglala Sioux Tribe President Julian Bear Runner on a trip to
Sioux City for the first-ever Frank LaMere Native American Presidential Forum. We listened
intently as several 2020 hopefuls described their plans to address systemic injustices in our
communities, and we took the opportunity to meet with many of the key players.
We are thrilled that many major presidential contenders came to Indian Country to court
our votes and address our key issues, both in-person and in their platforms. To see what they had to
say, you
can
view
full
videos
of
several
of
the
candidates
here:
https://www.lakotalaw.org/news/2019-08-27/na-presidential-forum?emci=4f28fe22-e1c9-e911bcd0-281878391efb&emdi=70127674-f3c9-e911-bcd0213

281878391efb&ceid=2626553&utm_source=ea&utm_medium=email&utm_content=textlink&sou
rceid=1036775."
Jourdan Bennett-Begaye, "‘It’s time to put a Navajo in Congress,’" ICT, Otober 10, 2019,
https://files.constantcontact.com/c2394f27001/19c978e9-4c12-4fc2-8081-01d581e643b1.pdf
reported, "One Republican, One Democrat seek the House seat representing northern New
Mexico #NativeVote20.
Two citizens of the Navajo Nation will compete for a seat in Congress. Karen E.
Bedonie and Dineh Benally each hope to represent northern New Mexico."
"Another contender in the Senate race is Gavin Clarkson, Choctaw, who ran for the
2nd congressional district in 2018 and was defeated in the GOP primary. He later ran as the
Republican candidate for N.M. Secretary of State."
Jourdan Bennett-Begaye, "Tricia Zunker’s journey from school board to Congress," ICT,
October 17, 2019, https://files.constantcontact.com/c2394f27001/9de21b3a-7cf5-468a-ba91884b0aae8843.pdf, reported, "On Indigenous Peoples Day, the founder of the Central Wisconsin
Indigenous Peoples’ Day Committee announced her campaign to run for Congress in the state of
Wisconsin.
Tricia Zunker, Ho-Chunk, will run on the Democrat ticket to take the 7th
congressional seat in a special election."
Kolby KickingWoman "Shane Morigeau hopes to add a Native voice as Montana's next
state auditor ," ICT, July 11, 2019, https://files.constantcontact.com/c2394f27001/3709dab5-61f54670-9480-35bc7efd871a.pdf, reported, "State Representative Shane Morigeau, Confederated
Salish and Kootenai Tribes, announced last week that he will be running for [Montana] state
auditor in 2020 as a Democrat."
_^_^_^_^_^_^_^_
Economic Developments
The Seminole Nation opened its $1.5 billion Hard Rock Guitar Hotel in Hollywood,
FL, October 24, 2019 (Sandra Hale Schulman, "Seminole’s $ 1.5 billion Hard Rock Guitar Tower
is
‘beyond
mind-blowing,’"
ICT,
October
31,
2019,
https://files.constantcontact.com/c2394f27001/1b4855ee-1fcd-4cf9-954d-d31086dd8a68.pdf).
"2018 Indian Gaming Revenues of $33.7 Billion Show a 4.1% Increase," National Indian
Gaming Commission, September 12, 2019, https://www.nigc.gov/news/detail/2018-indian-gamingrevenues-of-33.7-billion-show-a-4.1-increase, reported, "Today, Vice Chair Kathryn Isom-Clause,
and Associate Commissioner E. Sequoyah Simermeyer of the National Indian Gaming
Commission (NIGC) released the Fiscal Year 2018 Gross Gaming Revenue numbers. FY 2018
revenues total $33.7B, an overall increase of 4.1% over FY 2017.
The GGR for FY 2018 is the highest in Indian gaming history; and, unlike previous
years, all of the NIGC’s administrative regions experienced positive growth in FY 2018. The
Portland Region showed the highest growth, with an 8.2% increase, followed by the
Oklahoma City Region with a 7.3% increase. Graphics that show the growth across each of the
NIGC Regions are available for download on the NIGC website.
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'The GGR calculation process is an example of the partnership between tribes and the
NIGC to ensure effective regulation for a successful tribal gaming industry,' said Vice Chair
Kathryn Isom-Clause. 'These numbers reaffirm the industry’s health as a stable economic driver for
Indian Country,' she said.
Revenues are calculated based on 501 independently audited financial statements,
comprised of 241 federally recognized Tribes across 29 States. The GGR for an operation is
calculated based on the amount wagered minus winnings returned to players.
'The annual GGR tells a positive story about Indian gaming’s economic success and the
industry’s ongoing contribution to a strong economy. It also tells the story of how collaboration
among tribes, industry and the regulatory communities can build a strong reputation for reliability
and integrity in the GGR calculation,' said Commissioner Simermeyer."
The state of Arizona reported that during the 2019 fiscal year, ending September 30,
revenue to the state from the some $2 billion Arizona tribal gaming rose 4.2% over FY 2018
to a record $111.3 million (Bill Donovan, "AZ reports $111.3million from tribal gaming," Navajo
Times, October 10, 2019).
The Navajo Nation's Fire Rock and Northern Edge Casinos have been having a joint
income of $19 to $21 million per quarter, which is expected to increase with the addition of
sports betting (Gaming: Fire Rock, Northern Edge bring in $19 to $21 million each quarter,"
Navajo Times, September 19, 2019).
"'Once there was nothing … now we have this’: Pascua Yaqui Tribe adds second hotel,"
ICT, December 4, 2019, https://newsmaven.io/indiancountrytoday/news/once-there-was-nothingnow-we-have-this-aBs6TF7UbEy70cVOa4oCwg/, reported, “'We started out with high
expectations and we weren’t disappointed. This place is absolutely stunning and there isn’t a
department in this entire operation that didn’t have some part in helping build it, doing their jobs
perfectly.'
With that comment, Kimberly Van Amburg, CEO of the Pascua Yaqui Tribe’s Casino
Del Sol, welcomed the crowd to the unveiling of the tribe’s second hotel, Estrella at Casino
Del Sol, an 18-month building project from groundbreaking to the grand opening."
"Community Impact: Citizen Potawatomi Nation Paves Way For New Jobs In Oklahoma
Citizen Potawatomi Nation Paves Way For New Jobs in Oklahoma," National Indian Gaming
Commission, December 17, 2019, https://www.nigc.gov/public-affairs/community-impact/citizenpotawatomi-nation-paves-way-for-new-jobs-in-oklahoma, reported, "Located in Oklahoma, the
Citizen Potawatomi Nation is the federally recognized government of the Potawatomi people..
Gaming revenue has enabled the Citizen Potawatomi Nation to diversify their economy to
become the largest employer in Pottawatomie County with more than 2,300 employees and is
the largest creator of new jobs in Shawnee, Oklahoma.
According to the Bureau of Labor Statistics, between 2003 and 2013 the net new jobs in
Shawnee increased by 2,045 and during that same time period, the Citizen Potawatomi
Nation created 1,422 new jobs — a 70% increase.
In 2017, the Citizen Potawatomi Nation had a $518 million economic impact in the
State of Oklahoma including $89 million in wages and benefits, directly supporting more
than 2,300 jobs. Tribal purchasing contributed to a $330 million impact on the local
economy.
Citizen Potawatomi Nation owns FireLake Discount Foods, the largest tribally-owned
grocery store in the United States. It also owns the largest tribally-owned national bank
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chain, First National Bank and Trust Co. with a number of banks throughout the state.
Other Tribal enterprises include a Cultural Heritage Center, FireLake Golf Course,
FireLake Ball Fields and the Grand Casino Hotel and Resort, which have become popular
destinations for Oklahoma residents and out‐of‐state tourists.
Job Creation
In the past decades, tribes have undertaken major reinvestments of gaming revenues to
create more diverse economies. Today, tribes manage a broad assortment of businesses, public
services, and governmental enterprises that create significant progress all across Indian Country."
"Community Impact: Seminole Tribe Of Florida Achieves Self-Sufficiency: High Stakes in
Hollywood: Seminole Tribe of Florida Achieves Self-Sufficiency," National Indian Gaming
Commission, October 26, 2019, https://www.nigc.gov/public-affairs/community-impact/, reported,
"Based in the Florida Everglades, the Seminole Tribe was one of the first federally recognized
tribal pioneers of Indian Gaming in 1979 opening a high‐stakes bingo hall on the Hollywood
Florida Seminole Reservation. Over the past several decades, the Seminole Tribe’s gaming has
become one of the most successful and profitable gaming operations in the world. Today, the
Seminole Tribe is the owner of a number of successful gaming operations including the
Seminole Hard Rock Casino Hollywood and the Seminole Hard Rock Casino Tampa.
As the result of its gaming revenue, the Seminole Tribe can assist Tribal citizens to
become self‐sufficient and pursue the education of their choice. Prior to gaming, the Seminole
Tribe of Florida struggled to maintain a small number of programs and experienced extreme
poverty and joblessness. Today, the Tribe has over 100 programs and is an example of a thriving
self-governing community, helping its tribal citizens in every imaginable way. Governmental
expenditures are used to support police and fire protection, emergency medical services, education,
healthcare, housing, water treatment, economic development, and parks and recreation.
Self‐Determination
Tribal gaming enterprises provide their communities with the financial base necessary to
fund social service programs and to support tribal self-determination and to revitalize Native
communities. Gaming revenues are also used for infrastructure development such as building new
roads, new sewer and water systems, housing and other developments. Gaming proceeds support
community self‐empowerment and financial independence for tribes, reducing dependence on
federal, state and local resources. In fact, Indian gaming revenue has been able to support local
community infrastructure development as well as job creation."
"Community Impact: Blue Lake Rancheria Invests In Clean Energy Self-Sufficiency,"
National Indian Gaming Commission,
August 25, 2019, https://www.nigc.gov/publicaffairs/community-impact/blue-lake-rancheria-invests-in-clean-energy-self-sufficiency, reported,
"The success of the Blue Lake Casino and Hotel has created significant economic
opportunities for the Blue Lake Rancheria Tribe. Casino revenue has provided investment
capital, allowing for diversification and development of the Tribe’s economy and contributes
to improving the health and environment for the region’s population. The Tribe has
partnered with the State of California, academia, the federal government, and industry to
install a community-scale microgrid with solar photovoltaic (PV) power and advanced energy
storage as its backbone. For day-to-day activities, the microgrid provides cleaner and far less
expensive power -- but in emergencies, the Tribe can disconnect from the larger grid and generate
emergency power for as long as needed.
'This project is an exemplary and successful collaboration between tribal, local, state and
federal entities, assertively working toward clean energy initiatives,' said Jana Ganion, Energy
216

Director for the Blue Lake Rancheria Tribe. 'When the Tribe started working on climate issues, it
had a primary goal of powering the Rancheria with renewable resources. With this project, we are
over halfway there.'
The Tribe has added to its clean energy initiatives and has also established a food
sovereignty program. The purpose of this program is to increase food security and replace
shipped-in staples with locally grown products, ensuring there is enough nutritious food
within the region to meet local needs, so tribal families may provide for their children. The
program has reduced costs and improved the nutritional value of food for the community. In
addition, the Tribe has an Office of Emergency Services, a certified tribal police force, and a
wildland fire department to help ensure the ongoing safety of the tribal community and the
surrounding region. Looking to the future, the Tribe is exploring a community water system,
starting first with an emergency water treatment and storage venture.
As a result of the Tribal programs made possible by the success of their gaming operations,
the Tribe is one of the largest employers in Humboldt County. Over the years, the Tribe’s
gaming and other facilities have infused over $60 million into the local economy with direct and
indirect economic impacts through employment and capital investments. The Tribe’s low-carbon,
secure energy development, and energy efficiency work has increased the Tribe’s workforce by
10% and reduced costs of energy by $250,000 annually. In March of 2017, the Tribe surpassed
$1.5 million in educational donations to the local school, student scholarships, and workforce
development in the community.
The Blue Lake Rancheria consists of approximately 91 acres in far northwestern California,
north of the City of Arcata, approximately five miles inland from the Pacific Coast. For more
information on The Blue Lake Rancheria, visit http://bit.ly/2ssWWzb."
"Community Impact: Choctaw Nation: The First Tribe To Fund Its Own Hospital,"
National Indian Gaming Commission,
August 1, 2019, https://www.nigc.gov/publicaffairs/community-impact/choctaw-nation-the-first-tribe-to-fund-its-own-hospital, reported, "The
Choctaw Nation of Oklahoma is a federally recognized tribe with a jurisdictional area
comprising twelve tribal districts in Oklahoma. In 1999, gaming revenue made it possible for
the Choctaw Nation of Oklahoma to become the first tribe to build its own hospital with its
own funding. Today, the Choctaw Nation’s gaming revenue supports the health, safety, and
welfare of rural communities throughout southeastern Oklahoma.
Located in Talihina, Oklahoma, the Choctaw Nation Healthcare Center is a 140,000 square
foot health facility, which serves as the center, or hub, of health care services covering 10 ½
counties of southeastern Oklahoma. Choctaw Nation Health Services provide more than just
hospital care. In addition to being a 44‐bed hospital, the Talihina facility includes Dental,
Laboratory, X‐Ray, CT and MRI Scanning, Mammography, Ultrasound, Pharmacy, Primary
Medical Care, Surgical Care, Emergent Care, Physical and Respiratory Therapy, Transportation,
Women’s Health, Pediatrics, Podiatry, Telemedicine, and Ophthalmology. Also on campus is a
Diabetic Wellness facility with a fitness center. Additional services located off-campus include
Behavioral Health, Women’s and Men’s Substance Abuse facilities and Optometry. Gaming
revenue enables Choctaw Nation Health Services to provide medical care through both inpatient
services and over 540,000 outpatient visits annually.
Since the development of the Talihina Healthcare Center, the Choctaw Nation has added
clinics throughout the Tribe’s geographic boundaries including facilities in Atoka, Broken Bow,
Durant, Hugo, Idabel, McAlester, Poteau, and Stigler.
Health Care
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Tribal gaming has given tribal governments a source of funding that has transformed
healthcare throughout Indian Country. It is reported that over 17% of funding derived from gaming
supports healthcare for Native communities. With gaming revenue, tribes are building their own
hospitals staffed by Native American doctors and nurses. Many tribes have established health
clinics, dialysis centers, and fitness centers to benefit the health of their communities."
Tsanavi Spoonhunter, "Vegas. Casinos. Tourists. And the world's largest cannabis
dispensary
(Paiute
owned),"
ICT,
August
2,
2019,
https://files.constantcontact.com/c2394f27001/1d5ea128-b718-481d-8dc5-767a56b27835.pdf,
reported, Las Vegas... is also home to the largest cannabis dispensary in the world -- owned by
the Las Vegas Paiute Tribe.
Fourteen tribes in Nevada negotiated a bill with the governor's office two years ago that
allowed each to use marijuana on tribal lands. After that bill was signed into law, the Las Vegas
Paiute Tribe took on the challenge of opening not just any cannabis dispensary, but a state of the
art, Las Vegas style enterprise."
The Navajo Nation has had to plan for tighter budgets from the closure of the Navajo
Generating Station and the Nation's coal mine, and depending on the details of the decision of
the New Mexico Public Regulation Commission (PRC) concerning the pending closure of the
San Juan Generating Station in 2022 will lose $20-$30 million and 400 jobs (Cindy Yurth,
"PRC hearings: Northern Navajo economy hangs in the balance," Navajo Times, December 12,
2019O).
Navajo Nation, in November 2019, withdrew its indemnity to the nation's NETEC in
relation to its purchase of 3 coal mines in Wyoming without consulting with the nation. As it is
increasingly difficult to make money in coal, the nation did not want to be responsible for any
debts or liabilities NETEC might incur as a result of the purchase (Mark Trahant, " Navajo
Nation
rips
support
of
coal
company,
ITC,
November
12,
2019,
https://newsmaven.io/indiancountrytoday/news/navajo-nation-rips-support-of-coal-company0NrLksCVpE6STGfnktgfEQ/).
The Navajo Nation's Navajo Tribal Utility Authority (NTUA) put its Kayenta II Solar
Project on-line, September 20, 2019. Together, Kayenta I and II generate 55 megawatts,
enough to electrically power 30,000 homes and businesses across the reservation (Krista Allen,
"The move towards renewables," Navajo Times, October 3, 2019).
The Standing Rock Sioux Tribe of North Dakota put a solar electric farm on-line, in
July,2019, as a first step in providing clean renewable electricity to all 12 of the reservation's
communities and achieving clean energy independence (Standing Rock launches solar farm,"
NFIC, August 2019).
The Northern Cheyenne Nation of Montana was awarded $2 million in federal funds
to construct the White River Solar Project to produce electricity of about 100 homes on and
off the reservation (Northern Cheyenne receive funding to build solar farm," NFIC, August 2019).
Tactus LLC, under an agreement with Navajo Nation, began extracting and
processing helium on the Navajo Nation in 2018, in the only new source of the inert gas used
for cooling estimated to provide the Navajo Nation $40-$60 million a year in royalties and
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taxes (Rima Krisst, "Company: Navajo could be Saudi Arabia of helium," Navajo Times,
Octomber 12, 2019).
The Native American Agriculture Company opened a hemp dispensary on the Navajo
Nation, October 5, 2019, under an exclusive contract to do so with the Nation. The Company had 3
million plants on 300 acres (Cindy Yurth, "Nation's first hemp dispensary to open Oct. 5," Navajo
Times, September 26, 2019).
The Navajo Budget and Finance Committee, in August 2019, approved allocating $19.9
million to expand the Church Rock Industrial Park, allowing the Rhino Health Glove
Factory there to expand into a new building, eventually expanding its workforce from the
current 30 to 250, while bringing more revenue to the Navajo Nation above and beyond
replacing the investment (Arlyssa Becenti, "B&F approve $19.9 million for glove factory," Navajo
Times, August 29, 2019).
"Ute Indian Tribe Engages on the Uinta Basin Railway Project," Ute Bulletin, July 22,
2019, http://www.utetribe.com/images/Departments/Bulletin/Paper/BulletinJuly22.pdf, (6/19/2019
Press Release - Ute Indian Tribe Engages on the Uinta Basin Railway Project), stated, "The Ute
Indian Tribe has been engaged for several months with the Seven Coun- ties Infrastructure
Coalition on the proposed Uinta Basin Railway Project. The Tribe’s Natural Resources,
Cultural Rights & Protections, Energy & Minerals, and Fish & Wildlife offices are reviewing
the proposed alignments, and considering the impact to natural resources that the Tribe
deems important. When these offices have completed their internal review, we will provide
input on how to shape the project as it develops further.
6/19/2019 Press Release - 'Ute Indian Tribe commends the CIB for Funding the Uinta Basin
Railway Project Planning,' The Ute Indian Tribe, like all of those who live in the Uinta Basin,
understands the significance that railway infrastructure has on our community. Our isolated basin
has long dealt with transportation constraints which cripple our energy development and prevent
much needed economic diversification from moving forward. The opportunities associated with
planning and development of large scale infrastructure and transportation projects for the Uinta
Basin cannot be overstated. To this end, we commend the recent decision by the Community
Impact Board to continue funding the planning process for the Uinta Basin Railway Project."
The Forrest County Potawatomi Insurance Department, specializing in providing
administrative services to tribal nations, has taken on tracking medical claims for the
Southern Ute Nation of Colorado (McKayla Lee, "Benefits plan, new and improved," Southern
Ute Drum, November 22, 2019).
Sioux Chef Sean Sherman is starting what he’s calling the Indigenous Food
Lab and a new brick and mortar restaurant in Minneapolis that is to feature some of
Indian country's signature traditional dishes in his effort to increase the food sovereignty
movement's impact in facilitating Native people to eat better to overcome major
problems including obesity and diabetes (Lyric Aquino, "Indigenous food sovereignty
movement
gains
traction,"
ICT,
November
28,
2019,
https://newsmaven.io/indiancountrytoday/lifestyle/indigenous-food-sovereignty-movement-gainstraction-zn4taE4-MUi8LaJNCEhGuw/).
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Native Women Lead was formed to empower Native American women's
entrepreneurship. There are around 180,300 Native women-owned businesses in the U.S., around
1.4 percent of all women-owned businesses in the country. But Native women earn only about 58%
as much as white men. The Native Women’s Business Summits feature technical training on
how to develop a business plan, access capital and reach out to investors, while including onsite child care so that mothers can participate. In in 2018 the organization hosted the largest
gathering of Native women entrepreneurs in history, involving more than 200 women from
over 65 tribal nations. Native Women also works to achieve pay equity for women.
Native Women Lead has gained collaboration in its efforts from Harvard University.
The organization played a key role in getting the New Mexico legislature to pass a measure
appropriating $150,000 to support Native women entrepreneurs. (Aliyah Chavez, "VIDEO:
Native women as community leaders, CEOs and drivers of Indigenous economies," ICT,
November 4, 2019, https://newsmaven.io/indiancountrytoday/news/video-native-women-ascommunity-leaders-ceos-and-drivers-of-indigenous-economies-TS6vwcMrq0S8Z2SCDoPlUw/).
Education and Culture
The first Native American social work program in the U.S., the Facundo Valdez Social
Work Institute, was created at the Albuquerque campus of Highlands University in New
Mexico by act of the New Mexico state legislature in October 2019. The institute has begun work
the development of the Native American Clinical Practices Concentration which will incorporate
Indigenous research methodology and an analysis of federal and state policy relating to the Indian
Child Welfare Act (ICWA).
For information, contact Evelyn Lance Blanchard, Director: eblanchard@nmhu.edu,
(505)2277326.
The Navajo Nation Commission launched a new business program for a select number
of Dine college students that will include hands on experience in starting a business. The
program was initiated after research showed that the one of the primary reasons for the
failure of reservation businesses was lack of business experience by the people launching them
(Bill Donovan, "Gaming begins business program for college students," Navajo Times, September
26, 2019).
"Press Release: National Congress of American Indians releases new report featuring a
landscape analysis on the availability of education about Native Americans in K-12 schools,"
National
Congress
of
American
Indians
(NCAI),
October
10,
2019,
http://www.ncai.org/news/articles/2019/10/10/press-release-national-congress-of-americanindians-releases-new-report-featuring-a-landscape-analysis-on-the-availability-of-education-aboutnative-americans-in-k-12-schools, reported, "The National Congress of American Indians
(NCAI) released a new report today summarizing the landscape of current efforts by states to
bring high-quality educational content about Native peoples and communities into all
kindergarten to 12th grade (K-12) classrooms across the United States. The report was
completed in partnership with IllumiNative, the National Indian Education Association
(NIEA), the National Education Association (NEA), and Wend Collective.
The report, Becoming Visible: A Landscape Analysis of State Efforts to Provide Native
American Education for All is being released today in conjunction with NIEA’s Annual
Convention and Tradeshow in Minneapolis, Minnesota.
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'NCAI works to advance the inherent sovereign rights of tribal nations and we know that
tribal leaders and advocates must spend a huge amount of time educating policymakers and their
staff about the sovereign rights of tribal nations and issues Native Americans face,' said Kevin
Allis, Chief Executive Officer, National Congress of American Indians. 'Our landscape analysis
report provides information and tools to help address the lack of quality and accurate
education in the K-12 system about Native Americans.
The purpose of the Becoming Visible report was to determine the extent to which
states require or provide support for Native American K-12 curricula for all public school
students and to review the policies, laws, and practices that states currently use to authorize,
provide, or improve the delivery of their Native American K-12 curriculum. The report
includes the following results:
Almost 90 percent of states surveyed said they have current efforts underway to
improve the quality of and access to Native American curriculum; and
A majority of the states surveyed indicated that Native American education is
included in their content standards, but far fewer states require Native American education
curriculum to be taught in public schools;
'Reclaiming Native Truth found that the K-12 education system in its current form
largely serves to perpetuate and institutionalize invisibility, stereotypes, and misinformation
about Native peoples today that fuels misinformation and bias. This landscape analysis shows
there is momentum across the majority of the country to improve the quality and access to
Native American curricula,” said Crystal Echo Hawk, Executive Director of IllumiNative.
“This is consistent with findings that 72% of Americans support significant changes to K-12
education
to
ensure
accurate
Native
history
is
taught
in
schools.'
The Becoming Visible report is intended to inform key stakeholders about the current state
of Native American education for all students in K-12 schools and provides recommendations
for catalyzing the implementation of meaningful Native American education policies,
curricula, and professional development.
'We thank NCAI for conducting this landscape analysis because the findings reveal that
efforts are happening around the country to bring high quality educational content about Native
Americans into all K-12 classrooms in the United States, yet much more work needs to be done,'
said Jodi Archambault, Director of Indigenous Peoples Initiatives, Wend Collective. 'We hope that
tribal nations and education advocates will take these findings and tools and work in their state
towards Native American education for all K-12 students.'
NCAI's release of this report comes on the same day that the Shakopee Mdewakanton
Sioux Community is announcing its launch of Understand Native Minnesota, a $5 million,
three-year strategic initiative and philanthropic campaign to improve the Native American
narrative in Minnesota schools.
'This new research validates what Native leaders in Minnesota have increasingly come to
realize – that our state needs to work harder to provide students and educators with modern,
comprehensive education about Native Americans,' said Shakopee Mdewakanton Sioux
Community Secretary/Treasurer Rebecca Crooks-Stratton. 'This is a priority for the Shakopee
Mdewakanton Sioux Community, and we are proud to be launching our own new strategic
initiative and philanthropic campaign dedicated to improving the Native American narrative in
Minnesota schools.'
In order to raise awareness about the findings and galvanize action to advance Native
American education for all K-12 students, the report includes a tool kit of resources for those
working to advance state support and implementation of Native American education
curricula. In addition, special breakout sessions will be held today at NIEA’s Annual Convention
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and at the 2019 NCAI Annual Convention and Marketplace in Albuquerque, New Mexico on
Tuesday, October 22, 2019. These sessions will provide information for tribal leaders, Native
education specialists, and other stakeholders to coordinate and effectively advocate for Native
American
education
for
all
K-12
students
in
their
respected
states.
You can view the report and other research and data resources from NCAI’s Policy
Research Center at http://www.ncai.org/prc. Please direct any questions to NCAI Press
at ncaipress@ncai.org."
The Youth Conservation Corps has been running a series of projects in the Navajo
Nation Shiprock Chapter to give young people 14-25 the opportunity to learn new skills while
giving back to the community. Projects have included building a porch on the Ship Rock Chapter
House for elders to sit under, creating a flower garden, and clearing land behind the chapter house
for a two mile trail (Pauly Denetclaw, "Giving back to Shiprock," Navajo Times, June 27, 2019).
At the meeting of the Colorado Commissioners on Indian Affairs on the Southern Ute
Reservation, October 28, the Ignacio School district, which is within the reservation and
attended by many Southern Ute young people, reported that its rates of academic achievement,
including indications in test scores, had improved, as the district's elementary and high schools
moved from being categorized as needing "priority improvement" to being classified as
"improving," while the middle school maintained a "performing rating." The district reported that it
is working to improve its overall attendance rate from 90% to 95%. The district was
concerned that greater parent participation was needed, as indicated that of the 300 surveys of
parent concerns about the schools were sent out, only 13 were returned, while only a few parents
attended the education discussion at the commissioners meeting. The parents present expressed a
number of concerns. These included why the teaching of Native American history and culture,
and Native cultural activities, only took place in November, Native American Heritage
Month, and not throughout the year. Administrators stated that the Ute language class was not
then being taught for insufficient student enrolment and lack of a teacher certified by the Southern
Ute Tribe as qualified, as required by a tribal council - school board agreement.
The Southern Ute Tribe's Montessori Academy reported that it was making
improvements including adopting the 95% attendance standard and increasing academic
accomplishment by extending instruction time in classes from one to three hours. Teachers initiated
using testing to map students progress and identify their needs in such areas as reading (Fabian
Martinez, "Parents raise concerns at annual IPP Meeting," Southern Ute Drum, November 8,
2019).
--==+==-Dev Kumar Sunuwar, "Purdue University Hosts Conference On World’s Indigenous
Languages," Cultural Survival, November 12, 2019, https://www.culturalsurvival.org/news/purdueuniversity-hosts-conference-worlds-indigenous-languages, reported, "On October 30 - November
2, 2019, Purdue University in Fort Wayne, Indiana, USA, hosted a four-day conference to
celebrate the world’s Indigenous languages by raising awareness among universities and
other actors about the global movement for Indigenous language revitalization and
promotion.
UN General Assembly proclaimed 2019 as the International Year of Indigenous
Languages to raise global attention on the critical risks confronting Indigenous languages and their
significance for sustainable development, reconciliation, good governance and peace-building. At
least 43 percent of the 7000 languages spoken in the world are endangered. Many of these belong
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to Indigenous Peoples and if action is not taken soon, UNESCO predicts that as many as 3000
Indigenous languages will be lost by the end of this century.
According to UNESCO, the secretariat for this global campaign has prepared draft action
plans and is advocating for the UN General Assembly to declare the year 2021-2022 as a
preparatory year and proclaim 2022-2032 as International Decade of Indigenous Languages. a
measure adopted unanimously by the Third Committee of the UN General Assembly by resolution.
The symposium, International Year of Indigenous Languages 2019: Perspective, brought
together over 400 language experts, linguistic departments of various universities, policy makers,
academicians, linguistics, members of the UNESCO International Year of Indigenous Languages
steering committee including Indigenous representatives from Africa, Asia, Europe, the Americas,
the Middle East and Oceania, as well as Indigenous poets and artists. Participants shared their
experiences and knowledge about bringing Indigenous Peoples’ voices on policy implications and
academic interventions.
The aim of the symposium was to create a space to bring Indigenous perspectives to
the forefront through discussions, keynote presentations, interactions between Indigenous
language speakers with academic scholars, educators, and policy makers. It equally aimed to
share the initiatives undertaken on the ground and to explore the diverse perspectives in
revitalization of Indigenous languages and to engage the wider community in the
preservation of Indigenous languages, according to Shannon Bischoff, a member of the
conference organizing committee. Bischoff commented that coordinated cooperation and
collective action around the world are the key to achieving the major objectives of the International
Year of Indigenous Languages. The International Year’s main objectives are to 'focus global
attention on the critical risks confronting Indigenous languages, their significance for sustainable
development, reconciliation, good governance and peacebuilding; take target steps that will
improve quality of life, enhance international cooperation, strengthen intercultural dialogue,
reaffirm cultural and linguistic continuity; and to increase the capacity of all stakeholders to take
measures that will support, access and promote indigenous languages in accordance with the
legitimate rights of the people who speak them.'
'The loss of language is the loss of everything-- the loss of our culture, knowledge systems,
oral literacy, cultural practices, artistic skills, our history,” said Nicholas Barla, member of
UNESCO’s International Year of Indigenous Languages Steering Committee, adding, “therefore
revitalization of languages today should be the most important undertaking of all academia,
educational institutions, government etc.'
The reason for language loss is that Indigenous Peoples are living under threats themselves.
Academics presenting papers at the symposium stated that governments have launched mother
tongue education in schools in many countries across the globe, but have not allocated adequate
resources for teachers and for the production of learning materials. Moreover, many Indigenous
children do have access to adequate education services and not have access to favorable
environments in the classroom, which contributes to loss of their mother tongues.
Historically and even in some cases today, in many parts of the world Indigenous Peoples
were discouraged from, forbidden, and even punished for speaking their languages. As a
consequence, many have lost their vocabularies and associated knowledge of how their community
named their specific world. Many Indigenous Peoples are traumatized about the profound loss of
their languages.
To some extent, the International Year of Indigenous Languages, has raised awareness and
gained some momentum for communities as well as States to work to maintain and revitalize the
languages. Language activists like Richard Grounds (Yuchi) have been pressing for involvement of
more Indigenous people in the organization and implementation of the International Year. '[IYIL]
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organizers had failed to address the most relevant context of all: the oppressive colonialism that is
choking our languages, while at the same time soaking up all the available funding—as is the
nature of colonial relations...the longstanding pattern of funding Indigenous language work has
hardly budged from the old, unquestioned arrangements set up under raw intellectual colonialism.
The priority in the colonial model is always to document and collect raw Indigenous materials that
can be taken away, processed in Western intellectual mills, and stored in colonial capitals rather
than investing directly in living Indigenous communities and their knowledge systems,' writes
Grounds, 'the absolutely critical outcome for the Year is the growth of new language speakers
within our Indigenous communities in order to ensure the life of our languages for generations to
come.'
The UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous People (UNDRIP) recognizes '“the right
to language as an inherent human rights of Indigenous Peoples.' UNDRIP Article 13 states,
'Indigenous Peoples have the right to revitalize, use, develop and transmit to future generations
their histories, languages, oral traditions, philosophies, writing systems and literatures and
designate and retain their own names for communities, places and persons.'
Speaking at keynote panel during the symposium, Aleksey Tsykarev, member of UNESCO
IYIL Steering Committee and a member of the UN Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues
(UNPFII) said, 'language loss and revitalization are human rights issues. The revitalization efforts
of Indigenous languages should not be looked at without addressing Indigenous Peoples’ larger
struggles for self-determination and their rights.'”
First Nations Development Institute, https://www.firstnations.org, has been running its
Native Language Immersion Initiative since 2017, including projects to revitalize Yuchi
language and to build opportunities for Salish Language interaction and transmission. First Nations
Native Language Immersion Initiative Years 1 & 2 Outcomes Report is available at:
https://www.firstnations.org/publications/native-language-immersion-initiative-years-1-2outcomes-report/.
There are a great many fine Indigenous artists, quite a number of whom are
acclaimed. It is significant that the front page of the printed The New York Times, Sunday,
October 20, 2019 included a story on Inuit painter, Ooloosie Saila, "a rising star in the
Canadian art world," as she had her debut in a Toronto art show. The article correctly
pointed out that the popularity of Inuit, and, more widely, Indigenous art has not
transformed life in poor and to often inharmonious Indigenous communities. But that
popularity is an important step in numerous dimensions (Catherine Porter, "Drawn From
Poverty: Art Was Supposed to Save Canada’s Inuit. It Hasn’t. Indigenous work is all the rage in
the Canadian art world. But life in the North is as much a struggle as ever," The New York Times,
October 19, 2019, https://www.nytimes.com/2019/10/19/world/canada/canada-indigenousart.html).
@@@@@@@
International Developments
International Organization Developments
Dillon Kim, "Global Report Acknowledges Threats to Indigenous Rights Remain," Cultural
Survival, September 19, 2019, https://www.culturalsurvival.org/news/global-report-acknowledgesthreats-indigenous-rights-remain, reported, "The 4th edition of the State of the World’s
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Indigenous Peoples: Implementing the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of
Indigenous Peoples was released on September 17, 2019 by the United Nations. The report’s
authors-- the Department of Economic and Social Affairs Division for Inclusive Social
Development, Indigenous Peoples and Development Branch, and the Secretariat of the Permanent
Forum on Indigenous Issues-- look back at the past 12 years since the adoption of the United
Nation Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (UNDRIP) in 2007. They assess the
multilevel, yet uneven progress that has been made at the international, national, and
regional scale of implementing the declaration. The report begins with a series of questions,
inquiring whether the declaration’s adoption in 2007 has made a difference? And if so, what
challenges and gaps remain? The report acknowledges that major threats to the rights of the
world’s Indigenous Peoples remain and identifies natural resource extraction, large scale
agriculture, infrastructural development, and conservation development as major offenders
in violating the rights of Indigenous Peoples.
The authors of this report conclude that while grave and significant challenges face the
conditions of the rights of Indigenous people there is great reason for optimism in reviewing
the progress made by the implementation of various aspects of the United Nations
Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples. Miriam Wallet Aboubakrine (Tuareg), chair of
the Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues, notes that the formal recognition of Indigenous
rights articulated in the Declaration has succeeded in bringing to the table multiple actors
and stakeholders who have begun and carried on the work of making 'the Declaration a
living document and not just an empty promise.'
The report provides a framework for understanding how exactly the Declaration has been
implemented and what this means at different levels of political life. From the realm of
international organizations and governance, to national legislative bodies and courts, and regional
inter-state bodies, the report details how the Declaration has been a source of revision and a
mechanism for advancing further implantation of rights of Indigenous Peoples. The authors also
note that language is a key aspect of implementation, as of 2019 the Declaration has been
translated into 59 languages in addition to the UN utilized languages.
At the national level, the report highlights how legislative and judicial bodies have been
influenced by the Declaration across continents. There are differences across regions,
showing that there is a variable nature, particularly in the legislative adoption of the
Declaration’s articles. In constitutional adaptation responding to provisions of the
Declaration, Latin America holds some of the strongest, on paper, implementations. Bolivia is
noted to be a unique case of integrating the Declaration into its domestic legislation, via Law
No. 3760 in November of 2007. In juridical proceedings provide an overview of important
court cases that have been influenced by the articles of the Declaration. Domestic “courts in
Belize, Botswana, Canada, Chile, Colombia, Guatemala, Kenya, Mexico, the Russian
Federation, and others have cited the Declaration in decisions involving Indigenous Peoples.”
Regional level governance and juridical proceedings have shown in the past 12 years
to be influenced in many instances by the adoption of the Declaration by the UN General
Assembly. The report highlights several inter-state and regional bodies like the European
Union, the Organization of American States, the Nordic/Euro-Arctic Cooperation, along with
the Inter-American Court of Human Rights, the African Commission and Court on Human
Rights all sharing significant instances of drawing inspiration from the Declaration. Several
cases that stand out are the European Union’s External Policy on Indigenous Peoples from
2016, the Nordic Sámi Convention, and the Endorois Welfare Council v. Kenya decision
adopted by the African Union on 2 February 2010. These cases provide insights into how bodies
of governments long attributed with colonization and the gross disrespect of the rights of
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Indigenous people, as in the EU External Policy on Indigenous Peoples can take a positive turn a
la support of the Declaration in the international sphere. The authors note that the Nordic Sámi
Convention provides a potentially relevant framework for transnational populations of
Indigenous people to structure regional bodies for the advancement of their rights. In the
case of Endorois v. Kenya, this ruling was the first in Africa to expressly recognize African
Indigenous Peoples’ rights to ancestral lands setting an important precedent in the regional
courts of the African Union.
By way of concluding on the implementation, the consideration of how the articles of the
Declaration have been regarded at the international level by international governing bodies
and the vital importance of these tenants as it regards the rights of women and children
suffices to provide insight into the report’s key observations. Attention is made towards the
widespread and growing mainstream recognition of Indigenous Peoples in the Indigenousspecific mechanisms in the UN and the increased consideration of Indigenous Peoples in UN
Treaty Bodies.
In examining the specific and distinct status of Indigenous women and children we see
the divergence of where there has been success and where tremendous work remains to be
done. The cases detailed by the report show how Indigenous women have been at the forefront
of the struggle to implement the articles of the Declaration and have provided leadership in
the cases of the gravest injustices. Insight is presented on the remaining gaps of
implementation, where Indigenous women still are subject to lack of protection by states and
remain a critically high risk of violence and sexual violence.
The State of the World’s Indigenous Peoples report finds a serious lacking when it comes
to how states are taking national censuses, resulting in a persistent 'statistical invisibility' of
Indigenous people. The lack of concrete disaggregated data only worsens this problem.
Disaggregated data, being data, figures, and demographics that are broken down into categories
relevant for understanding who is really being counted. The UN Statistical Division and UN
Sustainable Development Goals agree that disaggregated data is crucial for states to be able to
address the gross inequalities and discrimination that Indigenous Peoples face. Sadly, only 23.1%
of national censuses (43 out of 184 countries) attempt to collect information on some or all
Indigenous people represented in their area of survey. The authors observe that the Americas and
Oceania fair slightly better in this regard yet are by no means perfect. Asian states, which are
home to 3/4 of the world’s Indigenous population are particularly resistant to gathering this
disaggregated data which would provide clear pictures of Indigenous people living in Asia.
Recognition of and respect for Indigenous Peoples and their rights; assessment of progress
made in the implementation of the Declaration, awareness, information, and coordinated action;
and practical constraints are four critical areas highlighted as priorities in approaching the rights of
the world’s Indigenous Peoples. Recognition still remains of vital importance;
'Many in indigenous communities have been subjected to violent attacks and threats,
enforced disappearances, illegal surveillance and travel bans. Women, persons with
disabilities, and other vulnerable or marginalized groups within indigenous populations face
particular challenges. The number of indigenous human rights defenders who die every year
while attempting to defend their rights under the Declaration is on the rise. There is a
growing trend towards criminalizing indigenous activists, organizations and movements,
often engendered by conflicts over investment projects in indigenous territories.'
The report argues that the mechanisms of assessment by the UN of the state of
implementation of the Declaration remains a vital role in the advancement of the goals and
aims of the Declaration in the advancement of the rights of Indigenous Peoples. Further, the
raising of awareness and coordination of action is identified as an important priority.
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The report concludes with a five-point recommendation scheme, to:
Strengthen and Coordinate the Roles of Indigenous-Specific UN Mechanisms
Strengthen the Role of the Inter-Agency Support Group on Indigenous Issues
Ensure the Sustainable Development Goal Processes Focus More Strongly and
Explicitly on Indigenous People
Ensure the Respect for Indigenous Peoples within the Private and Public Sectors
Strengthen Capacity, Networking, and Strategizing Among Indigenous People
The report highlights the foundational role that Indigenous people play within these
goals. The importance of Indigenous people leading the decision-making processes that affect
their communities and future is paramount.
Read the full report here: https://social.un.org/unpfii/sowip-vol4-web.pdf."
The United Nations Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues launched a Global
Campaign Against the Criminalization and Impunity of Indigenous Peoples at its session in
April 2019 ("UN to Launch Campaign Against Criminalization of Indigenous Peoples," Cultural
Survival Quarterly, June 2019).
"Indigenous Peoples Intervene At Organization Of American States." July 16, 2019,
https://www.culturalsurvival.org/news/indigenous-peoples-intervene-organization-american-states,
reported, "On June 26, 2019, the Organization of American States (OAS) held it's 49th regular
session in Medellin, Colombia. The OAS is an organization of states in the Western
hemisphere that provides a forum for political and policy discussion and decision-making. It
was founded to build solidarity, promote peace and justice, and encourage collaboration. It
focuses on four main pillars: democracy, human rights, security, and development. Some
topics they address are observing electoral processes to promote democracy, documenting
human rights violations, supporting countries efforts to form trade agreements, and
supporting programs to reduce violence.
This year marks the first time that Indigenous Peoples participated as part of a
permanent coalition to the OAS. In 2016, the OAS adopted the American Declaration on the
Rights of Indigenous Peoples (ADRIP), which guarantees Indigenous Peoples the right to selfdetermination, rights to education, health, and lands, and protections for those living in
voluntary isolation. The Declaration commits to eliminating violence and discrimination
toward
Indigenous
Peoples,
especially
women
and
children.
In 2017, the OAS adopted the Plan of Action on the American Declaration on the
Rights of Indigenous Peoples, which aims to implement public administrative, legislative,
judicial and budgetary policies to ensure that the rights of the Indigenous Peoples of the
Americas are fully protected and respected, in accordance with the ADRIP. It will remain in
effect for four years from its adoption date. Some specific actions include spreading
accessible information about the ADRIP and the rights it includes, and developing training
programs for civil servants, especially those whose work directly relates to Indigenous rights.
The action plan also asks the OAS to develop a monitoring mechanism to observe how the
ADRIP is implemented across the Western hemisphere.
It has been two years since the action plan was adopted, and there has not been discussion
of a mechanism to monitor the implementation of the ADRIP. Since only two years remain to
accomplish this action plan, the Indigenous Nations and Organizations Coalition is urging the
OAS to fulfill its commitment to implement the plan in a timely manner. A monitoring system
is a crucial aspect of completing the action plan according to the deadline.
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The statement of the Indigenous Peoples coalition was delivered by Luis Fernando Arias
(Kankuamo) from Colombia. In the statement, Arias discussed, on behalf of the Indigenous
Nations and Organizations Coalition, the importance of a long term monitoring system for the
action plan, as well as two specific proposals the Coalition has for the OAS. 'First, the OAS must
hold a high-level, two-day consultation with Indigenous Peoples on the Plan of Action, especially
on the monitoring and implementation mechanism...Second, the OAS must establish a new status
for the permanent and more appropriate participation of Indigenous Governments in OAS activities
...Two of the most important provisions of the Declaration, Articles 3 and 4, recognize Indigenous
Peoples’ right of self-determination and self-government. This organization’s current rules of
participation calling for the participation of Indigenous Peoples as Civil Society Organizations do
not meet these standards...Indigenous Peoples should not be assimilated to Civil Society
Organizations. As political and legal entities, entirely distinct from the general Civil Society,
Indigenous Peoples of the Americas must have our own specific representation within the OAS.'
Arias closed by addressing the real danger Indigenous Peoples face in the Americas
when States fail to honor and protect their rights. 'Lastly, we are mindful of the fact that as
we speak today, Indigenous Peoples’ physical and cultural survival is under threat
throughout the Western hemisphere. States are purposely failing to provide legal security to
collectively-held indigenous lands, especially across the Amazon rainforest… Indigenous
Peoples are distinct peoples, legally and historically, whose rights must be honored as agreed
upon in the Plan of Action.'
For the OAS to classify Indigenous Nations with NGOs instead of with the
governments of States is not only disrespectful to Indigenous Peoples’ right to selfdetermination and self-governance, but it ultimately attempts to erase the sovereignty of
Indigenous Peoples. Organizations like the OAS have a responsibility to treat Indigenous
Peoples with full respect and acknowledgement of their autonomy as peoples that never gave
up their rights to govern themselves."
Sócrates Vásquez García, "International Summit Of Indigenous Communication Unifies
Indigenous Voices Of Abya Yala," Cultural Survival, October 29, 2019,
https://www.culturalsurvival.org/news/international-summit-indigenous-communication-unifiesindigenous-voices-abya-yala, reported, "'From Patagonia to Alaska, Indigenous communicators
have called ourselves as Indigenous communicators to tell the world that we are here, we exist as
Peoples.'
Indigenous communicators from Abya Yala gathered in the ancestral and rebellious
territory of Tupac Amaru and Micaela Bastida--leaders who led rebellions against European
colonizers. More than 400 Indigenous journalists, community broadcasters, and media
professionals gathered at the International Summit of Indigenous Communication, held in
Cusco, Peru on October 10-12, 2019, to 'analyze the challenges, advances, and strengths in
exercising the right to communication of Indigenous Peoples in Latin America and the
Caribbean.' They also sought to reflect on other Indigenous Communication Summits that
have taken place in different territories to build a continental agenda of Indigenous
communication and generate platforms for knowledge exchange and forms of
communication.
At the opening ceremony, organizers mentioned that 'it was at the Fourth Indigenous
Continental Summit in Puno, Peru, in 2009, where we agreed to globalize our struggles and
organize the First Indigenous Communications Summit in Cauca, Colombia, in 2010,'with the
objective of making Indigenous communication visible as a political tool for the defense of
Indigenous lands.
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The declaration drafted in Cochabamba, Bolivia, in 2016, stated 'The summit is of the
Peoples and not of the States.' Since the third summit was co-opted by the Bolivian State, 'that is
why Peru's commitment was to organize a small international meeting so as not to lose the essence
of the meetings and follow up on the continental articulation.'
Participants and organizers recapped the main agreements that have been established
at different summits to take stock of their scope, achievements, and relevance at this
stage. One agreement stands out: 'To build platforms to connect as Indigenous
communicators; To influence legislative changes that promote our own communication
systems in our countries; To establish an itinerant school of integral Indigenous
communication; To create a continental archive of video, newspapers, audiovisual
productions; To encourage the use of free software for technological sovereignty; and To
conduct a continental campaign against the crisis and climate catastrophe.'
During the three days the several thematic areas were addressed including: advances,
setbacks and challenges of the right to communication for Indigenous Peoples; Indigenous
communication and Indigenous language use; training in Indigenous and intercultural
communication; Indigenous communication for the defense of Mother Earth, autonomy, and
Indigenous rights.
Cultural Survival participated in the Summit and facilitated the participation of
communicators from Mexico and Guatemala, leading a delegation that bore fruit in the agreement
for Guatemala to host the next Summit of Indigenous Communication in 2022. Among the
different Indigenous nationalities participating were communicators from Colombia, Peru, Bolivia,
Ecuador, Guatemala, Mexico, Chile, United States, Panama, Nicaragua, Paraguay, Argentina,
Spain and Germany.
The Summit outcome declaration condemned the political situation in Ecuador,
demanding an end to censorship and criminalization Indigenous Peoples of Ecuador. The
declaration also reaffirmed the rights of Mother Earth, “The raw testimonies we have heard
during these three days of deliberation have led us to the conclusion that our planet, our
Mother Earth, is in danger, as the predatory capitalist neoliberal system advances quickly
over our territories, with a neo-colonial extractivist objective, driven by greedy and corrupt
governments, allies of multinational corporations, who continue to seek unlimited profits, at
the cost of the death of our communities and Peoples.” It was emphasized that Indigenous
communication is closely linked with the defense of territory and life, “We reaffirm our
commitment to continue working to recover and affirm an integral and integral vision of
communication rooted in traditional knowledge, territory, spirituality and decolonization."
Summit participants renewed their commitments to promote the right to Indigenous
communication without restrictions and conditions of the legislative frameworks of the States
with effective actions. Four agreed upon points in the outcome declaration include: '1. To
coordinate network actions or links, with collaborative productions and communication
events between Summits. 2. To coordinate joint actions and strategies in training and
educating Indigenous communicators, taking up the proposed advances in the itinerant
schools strategy. 3. To coordinate advocacy actions with governments and international
organizations to guarantee the right to communication. 4. To guide our communication
actions with a free perspective and with technological sovereignty. In this sense, we are
committed to implementing technologies and free software in all our communication
processes...”
"Indigenous Peoples Participate At The Global Investigative Journalism Conference In
Hamburg,"
Cultural
Survival,
October
28,
2019,
229

https://www.culturalsurvival.org/news/indigenous-peoples-participate-global-investigativejournalism-conference-hamburg, reported, "The Global Investigative Journalism Conference is
an event that is held every other year at different venues around the world, organized by Global
Investigative Journalism Network, Netzwerk Recherche, and Interlink Academy. This year’s event,
on September 26-29, 2019, saw over 1700 journalists descend upon the port city of Hamburg,
Germany. Cultural Survival’s Indigenous Rights Radio Producer Shaldon Ferris (Khoe and
San) from South Africa was present and was joined by our Central America Media
Coordinator, Diana Pastor (Maya Ki’che’) from Guatemala.
Over 15 Indigenous journalists participated at this year’s event. Three sessions were
held with specific focuses on Indigenous Peoples. The first was a session in which the power
of podcast was discussed. Connie Walker from the Canadian Broadcasting Corporation
(CBC) spoke about her award winning documentary podcast, Missing and Murdered:
Finding Cleo. Finding Cleo chronicles the story of Cleopatra Semaganis Nicotine, an
Indigenous girl from Canada who went missing from her Cree family in what later became
known as the Sixties Scoop, a period which saw many First Nations children sent to foster
care, to be later split up and be adopted by non-Indigenous families.
In the same session, we were also introduced to Allan Clarke (Muruwari), an awardwinning investigative journalist, producer and presenter and also a podcast producer from
Australia, who brought us Unravel: Blood On The Tracks podcast based on the murder of Mark
Haines, an Indigenous Australian teenager who was murdered on the train tracks. Clarke’s
investigative piece about the 30-year-old murder mystery has since seen a reward of $500,000
offered to anyone who has information about that fateful night when Mark Haines lost his life.
Other sessions at the conference included a networking session, in which journalists from
Indigenous communities exchanged details on the work that they do, the countries that they reside
in, and the mediums in which they work. This was an excellent opportunity for Indigenous
journalists and producers to come together and to look at means of sharing content.
Cultural Survival shared information about our work in radio with Indigenous communities
around the globe, including our Community Media Program and Indigenous Rights Radio. While
this is not a conference that is set up specifically for Indigenous Peoples, we commend the
organizers for creating spaces for sessions specific for journalists from Indigenous communities.
We hope more sessions will be offered in the future."
"Central America Donors Forum Honduras 2019 Takes Small Steps In Including
Indigenous
Peoples,"
Cultural
Survival,
November
13,
2019,
https://www.culturalsurvival.org/news/central-america-donors-forum-honduras-2019-takes-smallsteps-including-indigenous-peoples, reported, "On October 23-25, 2019, The Central America
Donors Forum was held in Tegucigalpa, Honduras, with over 300 attendees, 100+ panelists,
and more than 30 sessions addressing migration, corruption, democracy, economic
development, and social movements. It was a fully packed three day gathering where public and
private sectors had the opportunity to bridge alliances. cultural survival’s rosy gonzález
(kakchiquel maya), Indigenous rights radio program coordinator, and Nati Garcia (Maya
Mam), Indigenous youth community media fellowship coordinator, participated in the
conference.
Since 2012, the Central America Donors Forum has received support and collaboration
from Seattle International Foundation to bring together donors, philanthropy, private and public
sectors in discussing opportunities in successful development within Central America. This year’s
8th forum was grounded on the realities of Central America, reflecting on the root causes of
corruption and migration, and the impacts on communities. It was a multi-sectoral
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networking space to learn and exchange experiences in advancing solutions for an equitable
sustainable future, themed 'progress at a crossroads.'
Lt takes effort in unifying multiple sectors with the international philanthropic community
from the ground, governmental, and private levels to make an influential impact. in fostering
equitable and sustainable development for communities In Central America, it is vital to be
inclusive with the participation of Indigenous peoples whom are greatly impacted by the corruption
and migration crisis occurring in Central America. Potential solutions can be feasible with more
participation of Indigenous people at the forum in paving a prospering future. Indigenous peoples
have historically been excluded and are less frequently involved in the discussions of development
processes, and still face political and economic discrimination. Indigenous peoples can have a
profoundly positive influence in leveraging sustainable development and key actors in confronting
the realities of their communities. for this reason, it is vital to ensure the participation of Indigenous
peoples in forums such as Central America Donors Forum to strengthen collaborative approaches
and advance equitable futures for Central America.
The presence of Maya women from Guatemala beaming in their traditional clothing
brought attention and interest from many conference attendees, opening a platform for
partnership and collaboration. the closing reception and interview with Sara Curruchich, a
maya kakchiquel singer, songwriter, and activist for the rights of women and Indigenous
peoples in Guatemala, brought light and reflections. This was a small stepping stone but a
large success for the Central America Donors Forum in deepening transparent relationships
among diverse sectors of society. More access for Indigenous participation is still needed in
generating new knowledge, mechanisms, and economic contribution towards the progress at
the crossroads."
Pope Francis has been working to repair Church relations with Indigenous people.
Within the Church, this is supported by "liberals," but strongly opposed by many
"conservatives. Sharon Kuruvilla, "Catholicism’s Civil War Spills into Bolivia: The pope is
reaching out to indigenous people, and the right aren’t happy," FP, December 1, 2019,
https://foreignpolicy.com/2019/12/01/francis-vatican-pachamama-amazon-morales-catholicismscivil-war-spills-intobolivia/?utm_source=postup&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=18528&utm_term=editor,
reported, "On Oct. 21, two men broke into the Church of Santa Maria in Traspontina in
Rome. But they were not thieves. They were a very specific type of vandal—traditionalist
Catholics who believed that they were doing God’s work against paganism in the church.
They were there for three statues, which they threw in the Tiber River.
The statues had come a long way before they arrived in Rome for the Synod of
Bishops for the Amazon, an event to highlight paths for evangelism of indigenous people and
the Amazon’s environmental role, held by the Vatican from October 6 to 27. If you asked
advocates for the synod, the statues were of the Virgin Mary or St. Francis’s “Mother
Earth.” If you asked its opponents, they depicted the Andean goddess Pachamama and were
a sign of the apostasy of Pope Francis’s papacy.
The Vatican’s outreach to indigenous groups matters, especially within the context of
a Latin American Catholicism that has often equated natives with the devil.
As right-wing Bolivians celebrate the ouster of an indigenous president and the supposed
return of the Bible to politics, these issues are not just ones of theological or doctrinal debate but
are politically critical."
Regional and Country Developments
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"Tiny House Warriors Land Defenders Arrested For 'Bugging' Workers In
Secwepemcul'ecw,"
Cultural
Survival,
October
21,
2019,
https://www.culturalsurvival.org/news/tiny-house-warriors-land-defenders-arrested-buggingworkers-secwepemculecw, reported, "At 9 a.m. on October 19, 2019 Kanahus Manuel and Isha
Jules of Tiny House Warriors were arrested on Highway 5. They had stopped to tell
construction workers they had no Secwepemc consent to flag in preparation for roadwork.
Police arrived on the scene and within minutes arrested Manuel and Jules for the crime of
'bugging.'
A bail hearing will be held for Manuel and Jules in the Kamloops courthouse at 455
Columbia Street at 9:30 a.m. Monday October 21, 2019. The family is calling for people to come to
the courthouse to show their support.
Manuel communicated this charge via social media post from the back of a police van,
reporting that she was “slammed to the ground” by the RCMP that morning.
Manuel and Jules were staying nearby at a camp they built with the Tiny House
Warriors to protect a river crossing from the proposed Trans Mountain pipeline. They also
live at Blue River, located further south, a Tiny House Warriors camp that blocks construction of a
man-camp they warn will threaten Indigenous women, trans, and Two-Spirit people in the territory.
Manuel and Jules were taken to the Clearwater police station, around 200 kilometers south
from where they were arrested, where police refused to allow their lawyer or family to see them,
claiming the station was understaffed. Their transport without access to legal counsel is an
egregious Charter violation. When asked by their legal counsel why they were denied rights
given even to murderers, an RCMP officer advised that it was necessary for “officer safety” as they
did not know who could be waiting for them 'in the bush.'
Defence counsel was not permitted to see Manuel or Jules for five hours. Initially,
counsel was told this was because RCMP did not have the manpower to facilitate a visit. Later –
almost 10 hours after the arrest – he was called from an ambulance transporting Manuel to
the Kamloops hospital (130 kilometers south of Clearwater) for injuries to her wrist
sustained during her arrest. Her lawyer had been kept waiting in Clearwater by police under
instructions that he would be able to meet with her there. Shortly after placing her in an ambulance,
RCMP added a further charge of intimidation for her and Jules to the first charge of mischief.
Though family attempted to visit the Royal Inland Hospital in Kamloops once they learned
of her whereabouts, eight police officers and hospital staff would not allow them to see her.
Manuel could only communicate by shouting to family: 'Tell mom I was in a lot of pain all day and
they would not bring me to hospital.' In response, her mother Beverly Manuel stated, 'The RCMP
are dangerous and I am concerned about my daughter and son-in-law’s safety, and outright angry
with the RCMP for treating her so violently. We have occupied our Secwepemc Homelands
forever.'
When Manuel was discharged from the hospital she remained in RCMP custody.
Unusually, police did not contact Crown counsel at any time during the day, who could have
consented to Manuel and Jules’ release on a promise to appear. Instead, they waited until
10pm at night to seek their remand in custody until Monday morning. This is very irregular
as people with much more serious charges and extensive criminal records are routinely
released on a promise to appear and conditions."
Steps have been underway for some time in Canada by First Nation groups and by
public policy to reverse the extensive taking of Indigenous children from their families, and
placing them in non-First Nation foster homes. Catherine Conroy, British Columbia Minister
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of Children and families says stopping the extensive taking of First Nation children is a top
priority of her department and that from 2008 to 2018 there has been a 51% reduction.
Meanwhile, there has been a growing movement of First Nation groups reclaiming traditional
birth practices and providing support for families along traditional lines, including
connecting young families to elders (Sara Miller Llana, "Canada's Indigenous seek to break
vicious cycle tearing families apart," Christian Science Monitor, June 24, 2019).
This is only one of a wide range of efforts across Canada by First Nation peoples to
reclaim there culture, which have so far accomplished much more to revitalize traditional
language and other aspects of culture than has government action (Sara Miller Llana, "Tired of
waiting for Canada, Native peoples reclaim their culture" Christian Science Monitor, August 5,
2019).
Mark Trahant, "Indigenous leader falls short in Manitoba election bid," ICT, September
12,
2019,
https://files.constantcontact.com/c2394f27001/1bdf2843-68d3-4974-8a70c9bfbfa1da64.pdf, reported, "Manitoba voters stuck with the Progressive Conservative Party to
continue running the province. Premier Brian Pallister won a second term in office.
But while Wab Kinew, Anishinaabe, fell short, in his bid, the election did result in his
New Democratic Party increasing its presence in the Manitoba Legislative Assembly from 12
to 18 seats. Kinew is a former a former journalist, a hip hop artist, and was one of four candidates
seeking to lead the province. His party will be the official opposition party."
"Kinew would have been the first Indigenous person to lead Manitoba as the chief
executive of the province."
Jorge Barrera, Jessica Deer, "4 federal candidates accused of Indigenous identity
appropriation by Halifax academic: as Indigenous base their claims on a long-ago ancestor," CBC
News, October 10, 2019,
https://www.cbc.ca/news/indigenous/federal-candidates-claimsindigenous-identity1.5314614?fbclid=IwAR2VXgn_RnIWdX9w1gWd_k5VL1aqOyubArV27da7NeWdJxdOdSRp4o
R5Dxk, reported, "Darryl Leroux, an associate professor of social justice and communities
studies at Saint Mary's University, says at least four federal candidates from the Liberal,
Conservative and Green parties have made dubious claims of Indigenous identity.
Leroux, who recently published a book called Distorted Descent: White Claims to
Indigenous Identity, said all four claims seem to cling to the largely discredited idea that
having one Indigenous ancestor somewhere in the past can bestow someone with an
Indigenous identity."
"Ten First Nation Organizations and Institutions Sign Protocol on Cooperation and
Communication," Press release, November 7, 2019, stated, "(Coast Salish Territory, Vancouver,
British Columbia) Today, ten First Nation organizations and institutions gathered in
Vancouver to sign a Protocol on Cooperation and Communication. The signatories commit to
coordinating their efforts to support capacity development in governance and governance
administration in First Nation communities in British Columbia.
The protocol voices the pressing need to assist all First Nations in BC in moving beyond the
existing fiscal relationship with the Crown and the delivery of delegated programs services. The
protocol also addresses the need for relevant and effective information sharing to support First
Nations in key fiscal issues, capacity development, and exercising their inherent right of selfdetermination, self-government, including authorities and jurisdictions. The protocol will help
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support First Nations to drive fiscal discussions and develop capacity in a manner that supports the
work of their respective First Nation governments.
The signatory organizations affirm their intentions to work together in a cooperative
manner and to provide support for one another’s efforts to advance the recognition, respect and
accommodation of Aboriginal Title and Rights, Treaty Rights and to improve the lives of First
Nations people in British Columbia.
-moreThe Signatories include:
• British Columbia Assembly of First Nations
• The First Nations Summit
• The Union of BC Indian Chiefs
• The First Nations Financial Management Board
• The First Nations Tax Commission
• The First Nations Finance Authority
• The Lands Advisory Board
• The Aboriginal Financial Officers Association of BC
• The First Nations Public Service Secretariat
• The New Relationship Trust
For more information please contact:
BCAFN: Annette Schroeter, Communications Officer, Tel: 778-281-1655,
Email: Annette.schroeter@bcafn.ca,
Follow: @BCAFN
FNS: Colin Braker, Director of Communications, Tel: 604-926-9903 ext. 110,
Email: cbraker@fns.bc.ca, Follow: @FNSummit
UBCIC: Andrea Glickman, Policy Director, Tel: 604-684-0231, Email: andrea@ubcic.ca
Follow: @UBCIC
FNFMB: Yogita Grover, Communications Specialist, Tel: 604-925-6665 ext 246,
Email: Yogita_Grover@fnfmb.com, Follow: @FNFMB
FNTC:
Sarah
Jules,
Director
of
Communications,
Tel:
250-828-9857,
Email: sjules@fntc.ca
FNFA: Ernie Daniels, President & CEO, Tel: 250-768-5253, Email: edaniels@fnfa.ca
LAB: John Makson, Manager of Communications, Tel: 778-657-5766,
Email: jmakson@labrc.com, Follow: @FNLMRC
AFOABC: Krysta Elliott, Communications Coordinator, Tel: 604-925-6370,
Email: kelliott@afoabc.org, Follow: @afoabc
FNPSS, Jehan Casey, Director, Tel: 604 926 9903 ext.119, Email: jcasey@fnps.ca. Follow:
@fnpublicservice, NRT: Chanze Gamble, Tel: 604-925-3338, Email: cgamble@nrtf.ca,
Follow: @NRT_BC"
"UN Calls On Mexico To Protect Indigenous Journalists And Support Community Radio
Stations," Cultural Survival, September 25, 2019, https://www.culturalsurvival.org/news/un-callsmexico-protect-indigenous-journalists-and-support-community-radio-stations, reported, "In July,
Cultural Survival was part of a coalition of 12 organizations that submitted an alternative
report on Mexico's Indigenous rights record to the Committee. Cultural Survival contributed
information on the issue of freedom of expression of Indigenous Peoples. Community radio
stations are a tool that helps fulfill the essential right of Indigenous Peoples to their freedom
of expression. Community radio is used to transmit and provide access to information in
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Indigenous languages and strengthens democratic participation in society. Indigenous Peoples use
radio to promote cultures, languages, and traditions and plays a decisive role when the territories
have been threatened by mining megaprojects such as the Sierra Negra de Puebla or San José del
Progreso. Yet, journalists in Mexico regularly come under threat of violence. In 2017, Mexico
was considered the most dangerous country for journalists. Many of the cases of murders of
journalists in Mexico are directly related to their investigative and journalistic work,
including covering Indigenous rights violations. A clear example is Cándido Ríos Vásquez who
was killed in 2017 covering Indigenous and migrant women. Marcos Hernández was investigating
Indigenous radio stations and was killed in Oaxaca in 2016. There are many more cases of deaths
of radio broadcasters and journalists which remain without investigation.
Cultural Survival’s report also focused on the difficulty that Indigenous communities
face in accessing licenses for broadcasting, despite a 2014 law authorizing Indigenous
communities legal use of radio frequencies. The 2014 law also mandated that government
agencies devote a fraction of their communications budgets to broadcast on the air at
Indigenous community radio stations, yet five years later, this source of funding is not being
equitably distributed, and not reaching to Indigenous community radio stations.
In its Concluding Observations, regarding the freedom of expression of Indigenous
Peoples, the Committee stated: 'The Committee is seriously concerned about information
that accounts for attacks on life committed against journalists and community
communicators who report violations of human rights, especially of indigenous peoples and
their territories. Attacks on journalists have reportedly increased by more than 163%
between 2010 and 2016. It is also concerned about administrative difficulties in registering
community radio stations, including Indigenous community radio stations and limited budget
support for its operation...
'The Committee urges the State party to carry out thorough investigations of all
attacks on life, acts of harassment and harassment against journalists in general and
community communicators and journalists, in particular those who defend the rights of
Indigenous Peoples , and properly prosecute and punish those responsible. The Committee
recommends that the State party take the necessary measures to facilitate the process of
registering Indigenous community radio stations and to ensure compliance with the Federal
Telecommunications and Transmission Law so that Indigenous community radio stations
have the necessary financial support for their proper functioning by virtue of the
fundamental role they play in the transmission of Indigenous knowledge, culture and
traditions.'”
Read
the
Cultural
Survival’s
Alternative
CERD
Report here:
https://www.culturalsurvival.org/sites/default/files/executive-summary-CERD.pdf.
"Report On Mexico’s Indigenous Rights Record Presented To Cerd," Cultural Survival,"
August 2, 2019, https://www.culturalsurvival.org/news/report-mexicos-indigenous-rights-recordpresented-cerd, reported, "During the month of July 2019, a report on Mexico's Indigenous
rights record was submitted to the United Nations Committee on the Elimination of Racial
Discrimination (CERD). Twelve organizations that work on issues of human rights, legal
assistance, migration, Indigenous Peoples, development and research collaborated to prepare this
report. Each of the co-authors provided a series of case studies in Mexico and made
recommendations to solve each issue.
Among the organizations that joined forces in the preparation of the alternative report were
la Asistencia Legal por los Derechos Humanos, Centro de Derechos Humanos 'Fray Bartolomé de
las Casas', Centro de Derechos de las Mujeres de Chiapas, Centro de Derechos Humanos 'Fray
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Francisco de Vitoria, Centro Mexicano de Derecho Ambiental, Comité de Defensa Integral de
Derechos Humanos Gobixha, Cultural Survival, Fundar, Proyecto Sobre Organización, Desarrollo,
Educación e Investigación, Red Nacional de Organismos Civiles de Derechos Humanos 'Todos los
Derechos para Todas y Todos". The report seeks to present different situations that describe how
the situation of migrants, Indigenous Peoples and Afro-descendant populations in Mexico has
changed since 2017, the year in which the last report was submitted to CERD. According to data
from the National Institute of Statistics and Geography (INEGI), the Indigenous population
represents 21.5% of the total Mexican population, with the majority living in the territories from
Oaxaca, Chiapas, Veracruz, State of Mexico, Puebla, Yucatán, Guerrero, and Hidalgo. The absence
of the Mexican State as a guarantor of the rights and demands of Indigenous Peoples is evident.
Indigenous populations face obstacles accessing basic services such as water, health, and
education.
The report details cases that exemplify forced displacements of Indigenous
communities, violence against women, discrimination against Indigenous people in the justice
system, and the issue of freedom of expression and access to information of Indigenous
Peoples. Although the government has the responsibility to create a legal framework to
protect and assist the needs of displaced communities, in Mexico the situation is contrary.
Infrastructure, mining, fracking, mineral and hydroelectric extraction projects affect the
health, housing, work, education and security of Indigenous communities and often cause
forced displacement.
The issue of violence against women in Mexico was reported by UN Women, who
indicated that at least 6 out of 10 women have been victims of some type of violence,
specifically 41.3% have been victims of sexual violence, and 9 women are killed every day. If
one takes into account that there is violence against women in general, when attention is
given to the issue of Indigenous women, a series of factors must be added, such as the fact of
being Indigenous, poor, discriminated, and living in a rural community. Impunity is a major
problem. Although there is a high number of femicides in Indigenous communities, the
situation is ignored by municipal authorities.
Regarding discrimination against Indigenous people in the justice system, it is visible
how the Indigenous population has to engage in a justice system that is based on arbitrary
detentions rooted in stereotypes and discrimination against Indigenous people, Language
barriers also contribute to marginalization as often Spanish is the second language spoken.
According to the AsiLegal organization, three factors are related to human rights violations of
Indigenous persons deprived of liberty: the right to adequate defense; the right to a
translator; and the right to have your identity recognized and respected.
Cultural Survival contributed information on the issue of freedom of expression of
Indigenous Peoples. Indigenous community radio stations are a tool that helps fulfill the essential
right to transmit and provide access to information in Indigenous languages. Community radio
seeks to promote cultures, languages, and traditions and plays a decisive role when the territories
have been threatened by mining megaprojects such as the Sierra Negra de Puebla or San José del
Progreso. The situation of Indigenous radio journalists in Mexico has become very
challenging. In 2017, Mexico was considered the most dangerous country for journalists.
Many of the cases of murders of journalists in Mexico are directly related to their
investigative and journalistic work, including covering Indigenous rights violations. A clear
example is Cándido Ríos Vásquez who was killed in 2017 covering Indigenous and migrant
women. Marcos Hernández was investigating Indigenous radio stations and was killed in Oaxaca
in 2016. There are many more cases of deaths of radio broadcasters and journalists which remained
without investigation.
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To
read
the
full
report,
go
https://www.culturalsurvival.org/sites/default/files/executive-summary-CERD.pdf."

here:

In Mexico, the Zapatistas have expanded their autonomous territory in creating seven
new caracoles and four new autonomous municipalities ("Zapatistas Announce Territory
Expansion," Cultural Survival Quarterly, December 2019).
ICG, Tiziano Breda, Researcher, Northern Triangle and Nicaragua, "Curtain Falls on
Guatemala’s International Commission against Impunity," Q&A / Latin America & Caribbean 3
September
2019,
https://www.crisisgroup.org/latin-america-caribbean/centralamerica/guatemala/curtain-falls-guatemalas-international-commission-againstimpunity?utm_source=Sign+Up+to+Crisis+Group%27s+Email+Updates&utm_campaign=242ac8
17ef-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2019_09_02_03_03&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_1dab8c11ea242ac817ef-359871089, commented, "President Jimmy Morales has made good on his promise
to shut down a UN-backed commission fighting rampant crime and impunity in Guatemala.
Though it leaves a vital legacy, the commission’s exit risks strengthening the hand of criminal
networks that operate with state complicity.
What happened? The UN-backed International Commission against Impunity in
Guatemala (CICIG) closes its doors today, twelve years after embarking on its mission to help the
country prosecute serious crimes and support the rule of law. The CICIG worked with Guatemala’s
security and judicial institutions to dismantle criminal organisations and impede their collusion
with state officials. The expansion of these criminal networks had contributed to the doubling of
murder rates in Central America’s most populous country between 1999 and 2006. By then, the
annual homicide rate had reached an historic high of 43.6 killings per 100,000 inhabitants, leading
a UN rapporteur to rue that Guatemala was a good place to commit a murder, because you will
almost certainly get away with it.
Guatemala’s outgoing president, Jimmy Morales, initially supportive of the CICIG, made
terminating it a policy priority over the past two years. A political novice famed for comedy
sketches on television, Morales swept to office in 2015 on a wave of public outrage at the political
establishment following then-president Otto Pérez Molina’s resignation and arrest on corruption
charges in a case of customs fraud filed by the CICIG, for which he is still untried.
Even though its case against Pérez Molina helped pave the way for his election, Morales
later argued that the commission trampled on the nation’s sovereignty and routinely overstepped its
mandate. His hostility escalated markedly after CICIG decided to investigate him, his son and his
brother for fraud, embezzlement and campaign finance violations in 2017. Even though the
Guatemalan Congress refused to lift President Morales’ immunity in September 2017 – in effect
shielding him from prosecution – and his brother and son were recently acquitted, Morales’
relationship with the CICIG soured permanently. In August 2017, Morales declared the CICIG’s
head Iván Velásquez, a Colombian jurist, persona non grata. Then, in 2018, he announced that the
commission’s mandate, due to expire in September 2019, would not be renewed. The
commission’s closing today marks the fulfilment of that pledge.
How did the U.S. and other donors react?
Although Morales’ decision not to renew the CICIG’s mandate sparked domestic and
international outcry, the U.S. – the commission’s main donor with almost $45 million in
contributions – chose not to push back. In September 2018, the CICIG donors’ group (known as
the G13), released a statement regretting the government’s decision, which the U.S. did not sign.
The U.S.’s about-face on the commission was partly the product of an effective
influence campaign. Intense lobbying in Washington by Guatemalan politicians and business
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figures, many alarmed by probes into the thicket of collusion between companies and political
leaders, helped to turn various U.S. politicians against the commission. Unproven allegations that
Moscow had penetrated the commission’s 2015 investigations against the Bitkov family, who came
to Guatemala fleeing Russian persecution and were then accused of securing their residency papers
through corrupt means, helped give the campaign against the CICIG some traction in the U.S.
Congress.
President Morales, meanwhile, curried favour with the Trump administration by
moving the Guatemalan embassy in Israel from Tel Aviv to Jerusalem in February 2018, and
aligning closely with U.S. efforts to dislodge Venezuelan President Nicolás Maduro. He also
bowed to Washington’s hard line on migration control, signing a Safe Third Country agreement in
July 2019. Should it be ratified by the Guatemalan Congress, the agreement will oblige asylum
seekers transiting through Guatemala, largely from other Central American countries, to file their
requests there rather than in the U.S.
Right-wing President-elect Alejandro Giammattei has already stated he will not
reverse Morales’ decision. He has his own grievances with the CICIG, which helped convict and
imprison him in 2010 for his alleged involvement in executing seven prisoners while he was head
of Guatemala’s prisons, for which he was later exonerated. But CICIG’s popularity among donors
and the Guatemalan people – 70 per cent of whom support the commission – has at least persuaded
Giammattei to promise a replacement body, funded by the state and headed by three Guatemalan
commissioners who, in his words, “will not only prosecute corrupt figures, as did CICIG, but attack
the system that fosters corruption”. Doubts remain over the effectiveness of such a new body, both
because it would need years to become operational, as did the CICIG, and because commissioners
would be designated by the incoming government, raising questions about its independence despite
Giammattei’s promise to ensure a transparent, inclusive selection.
Did the commission achieve its goals?
The CICIG made impressive progress, playing a central role in numerous high-profile
prosecutions and in reducing violence across the country. Among other things, the CICIG
piloted reforms creating a witness protection program, tighter gun controls and rules for
court-ordered wiretaps. It spurred the establishment of high-risk crime courts to protect the
safety of individuals involved in the prosecution of especially grave crimes, and a special
prosecutor’s office against impunity (FECI in Spanish) within the Attorney General’s office.
It also trained dozens of prosecutors and police officers in scientific criminal investigation
techniques – achieving notoriety in 2010 by proving that a presumed murder victim who
claimed in a widely-circulated video that senior officials, including former president Álvaro
Colom, had threatened his life, had actually plotted his own homicide in an act of
despondency.
Hundreds of investigations hatched or supported by the CICIG have successfully
broken up rackets involving prominent officials, business leaders, drug traffickers,
extortionists and street gangs. Its work helped oust a dozen corrupt judges, and led to the
removal of 1,700 police officials accused of corruption and incompetence. According to the
CICIG, unsolved murder cases fell from 95 per cent in 2009 to 72 per cent in 2012.
As Crisis Group has previously reported, these achievements saved lives. In the first
seven years of the commission’s operations, while the country’s neighbours and regional
peers experienced a 1 per cent annual rise in homicide rates on average, Guatemala saw an
average 5 per cent decline, according to World Bank’s figures. Overall, Crisis
Group estimates that the CICIG has contributed to a net reduction of more than 4,500
homicides between 2007 and 2017.
What risks does Guatemala face after CICIG’s exit?
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The greatest danger is that impunity for serious crimes will rise again, with murder
rates and emigration following suit.
According to a recent CICIG report, criminal networks have already begun to revive
techniques for obstructing judicial investigations. This has contributed to a fresh spike in impunity
rates, which ticked back to 94.2 per cent for homicide cases in 2018, indicating that fragile
improvements can easily erode as political support wanes. Had its mandate been renewed, the
CICIG might have helped stem the tide, as its presence brought with it UN, U.S. and European
backing for robust judicial operations and protection for Guatemalan prosecutors and magistrates.
As the lapse of its mandate has approached, threats and attacks have already risen against judges in
the Constitutional Court. Attorney General Consuelo Porras has committed to consolidating FECI’s
role, but has not confirmed whether her prosecution service will employ the dozens of Guatemalan
professionals who built considerable expertise working for the commission.
With the CICIG’s exit, high-level officials and politicians may take advantage of
weaker oversight, falling back into the patterns of corruption and state collusion with drug
trafficking and other criminal organisations that multiple CICIG cases uncovered. Violence
against land rights and other political activists, for which Guatemala already reports the
highest per capita rate in the Americas, could worsen. 'We are already starting to see a
deceleration in the long-term trend of homicide reduction', said an analyst at the Guatemalan
Observatory of Violence.
Although Guatemalans already try to migrate to the U.S. in large numbers for mainly
economic reasons, increasing corruption and insecurity are likely to accelerate flight to the
north, creating opportunities for criminals who prey on vulnerable migrants through
extortion, human smuggling and sexual exploitation.
What significance does CICIG’s closure have for the region?
The CICIG’s closure sets an alarming precedent. The commission had a worthy
mandate, more than enough work to do, and the support of the Guatemalan people. What it
lacked, in recent years, was sufficient support from the U.S. The evaporation of Washington’s
support sends a stark message that the Trump administration is ready to trade away the fight
against corruption and for protecting the rule of law in favour of other objectives – including
restricting migration and eliciting support for its Israel policy. Honduran President Juan
Orlando Hernández could feel tempted to follow Morales’ example as he considers the fate of
the Mission to Support the Fight against Corruption and Impunity in Honduras (MACCIH),
a body backed by the Organization of American States whose mandate expires in January
2020. Although the U.S. embassy in Tegucigalpa has reiterated its support for MACCIH, it
has also backed the Honduran government’s request that the OAS assess the body’s work
before it takes a final decision. It will be critically important that the U.S. not repeat the cold
shoulder posture that led to the CICIG’s demise.
At the same time, the CICIG leaves behind a set of accomplishments that others in the
region would do well to emulate. Whereas anti-corruption campaigns in other Latin
American countries, especially Brazil, have faced criticism over their allegedly selective
choice of culprits, political bias and failure to address the conditions that enable graft and
impunity to flourish, this charge is far harder to level against the CICIG. Indeed, both
candidates in the second round of the last presidential election in Guatemala faced CICIG
investigations, and one of them (Sandra Torres) was actually detained on 2 September on
illicit electoral financing and unlawful association charges. In scything through the political
establishment, the commission spurred its unpopularity with high-level officials – both
hastening its demise and securing a legacy that future reformers can look to in taking up the
work it was prematurely forced to set aside."
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"Militarization in Eastern Guatemala Threatens Freedom of Expression and Indigenous
Human
Rights
Defenders,"
Cultural
Survival,
September
11,
2019,
https://www.culturalsurvival.org/news/militarization-eastern-guatemala-threatens-freedomexpression-and-indigenous-human-rights, reported, "Since September 4, 2019, 22 municipalities
in Eastern Guatemala have been militarized by right-wing president Jimmy Morales after
declaring a 'state of siege' or martial law in the largely Indigenous region of the country, for a
minimum period of 30 days. A state of siege suspends civil rights including freedom of action,
freedom of movement, right to assembly and demonstration, carrying of arms, and supports legal
detentions and interrogations of detainees and prisoners, putting at risk the freedom, security, life
and peace of the inhabitants of the affected areas. Restrictions apply to all those living in Izabal and
in the municipalities of Tactic, Senahú, Tamahú, La Tinta, Tucurú, Cahabón, Panzós, Chahal and
Fray Bartolomé de las Casas, Alta Verapaz; Río Hondo, Teculután, Gualán and Usumatlán,
Zacapa; San Agustín Acasaguastlán and San Cristóbal Acasaguastlán, El Progreso, Purulhá, Baja
Verapaz, and San Luis, Petén.
The state of siege was declared after three military members were ambushed and
killed during rounds to monitor drug trafficking activities in the area on September 3.
However, a large part of the municipalities included in the state of siege are ancestral and
current territories of the Maya Q’eqchí, Poqomchi’ and Garífuna Peoples, who have been
organizing and resisting in defense of their territories and natural resources against
exploitation. Community leaders believe the executive branch has used the incident to
criminalize and control Indigenous community organizing and freedom of expression.
In El Estor, the persecution of the civilian population has recently intensified in
response to community members opposing mining extraction and African palm plantations
without their Free, Prior and Informed Consent. Community leaders and community media
journalists are under threat and are being criminalized as a result of their work to organize
and inform their audiences on the risks and human rights violations related to these
development activities.
In a press conference shared via video, members of community radio station Radio
Comunitaria Nakoj, alongside other members of the community radio movement in Guatemala,
announced,
'We reject that since 24th of July, unidentified people from Public Prosecutor's Office
have been arriving to photograph and ask questions about personnel at Radio Nakoj,
gathering necessary information to justify a raid on our station. This is a threat meant to
intimidate us and is a violation of our right to freedom of expression, guaranteed to us by the
constitution, international treaties and conventions, and the Guatemalan Peace Accords.'
Since the state siege, two community radio stations in the area have shut down operations for
fear of reprisal.
Independent media Prensa Comunitaria reported that their journalists Baudilio Choc
Mac and Rony Morales Tot were not allowed to interview community leaders without being
accompanied by the army.
In addition to the three members of the Guatemalan military who were killed, other victims
include two campesinos, an elder man and woman, who suffered injuries while caught in the
crossfire during the ambush and were brought to a nearby hospital, as well as Agustín Chub Chub,
a victim of apparent suicide after he was accused on social media of involvement in the death
of the soldiers. The accuser, Ricardo Méndez Ruiz, is a right-wing columnist who has
previously been censured by the Human Rights Ombudsman in Guatemala for hate speech
against human rights defenders.
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Cultural Survival supports Indigenous and social organizations that express their rejection
of the state of siege and the militarization in their region. We also denounce the suspension of
human rights, which can lead to more criminalization of leaders, detentions, false criminal charges
and evictions of communities. Militarization disproportionately affects Indigenous communities,
civil society, social organizations, community leaders, community media and journalists rather than
the criminals it is meant to deter. For survivors of the Guatemalan civil war, militarization invokes
the trauma of past experiences of brutal massacres, rape, and terror inflicted on the communities by
the Guatemalan military.
Community radio and alternative media are the only spaces that communities have to report
to the broader public on what is happening, given the pro-business, pro-government bias of
corporate media monopoly. The lack of legal recognition for community broadcasting endangers
the freedom of expression of the Indigenous communities by limiting their rights established in
article 35 of the Guatemalan Constitution.
Cultural Survival reiterates its commitment to uphold the human rights of Indigenous
Peoples, the integrity and security of women and children in the communities under siege, and
stands in solidarity with the families affected by this violence.
We urge the government of Guatemala to do the following:
Repeal of the State of Siege imposed in 22 municipalities in the northeast of the country in
government decree number 1-2019;
Carry out rigorous investigations to find the whereabouts of those responsible for the
killings and punish the perpetrators;
Uphold the right of freedom of expression of Indigenous Peoples, guaranteeing the use
of community radio, tv and other platforms;
Fulfill its commitment to Indigenous Peoples with the Peace Accords signed in
1996; and,
That the Attorney General for Human Rights be vigilant about any violation of
human rights and collective rights of Indigenous Peoples during this time, among other
guarantees of citizenship;
That the Public Prosecutor's Office refrains from conducting raids against
community radio stations, which have no legal basis."
"First Communication Workshop Takes Place in Nebaj-Quiche," Cultural Survival, August
15, 2019, https://www.culturalsurvival.org/news/first-communication-workshop-takes-place-nebajquiche, reported, "The underrepresentation and the absence of media in the hands of
Indigenous Peoples has led to the loss of various elements of cultures over the years and has
lead to assimilation, especially of youth. After a brief screening of radio and television in the
Ixil region of Guatemala, one realizes that the majority of the stations are religious and tend
to limit space to organizations that promote the rights of Indigenous Peoples.
Association Q'imb'al is an organization that in recent years has promoted the
empowerment of Ixile women. They have held workshops that facilitate the possibility of
installing a community radio, managed by the community and for the community. Upon
learning about Cultural Survival’s Community Media Grant Project, they decided to apply.
Fundamaya and the Maya Ixil University were included in their proposal. The proposal was
approved
and
now
they
are
in
the
implementation
stage.
On August 8- 9, 2019, in Nebaj-Quiche, the Women’s Association Q'imb'al, the
University Ixil, Fundamaya, Q'asabyol, Red Laval Iq', with the support of Cultural Survival,
and WAAC, developed the first workshop to learn about and analyze the media in
Guatemala. Whose hands are the media in? What sources of media are there? What content do
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they offer to the community? What articles of the constitution and international conventions
support the right of Indigenous Peoples’ to access their own media?
During the workshop, the participants stated, 'AS INDIGENOUS PEOPLES, WE ALSO
HAVE THE RIGHT TO OUR MEDIA,' the Identity and Rights of Indigenous Peoples
Agreement clearly states that the State must provide media to the Indigenous Peoples to
promote their languages, their music, their cultures, as does Article 35 of the Constitution of
the Republic of Guatemala, and several international human rights agreements.
Unfortunately, the State of Guatemala has not complied with its obligations.
In other countries such as Mexico, Colombia, Bolivia, the State has already provided
access to media such as radio and television to Indigenous Peoples and supports their efforts.
Ana Cheel, coordinator of the project, said she had no prior knowledge of the right to media
of Indigenous Peoples. 'Now we are clear about our rights, a community broadcaster must allow
everyone’s participation. We need to train journalists and announcers who will be on the radio to
make educational content, make women's rights programs, and involve ancestral authorities among
others.'
Elías Solis, youth representative, points out, 'It is necessary to know our fundamental rights.
Broadcasters need to ensure community participation, and have a clear objective for the benefit of
the majority. Community radio is a medium where the municipality participates. On air, youth,
women, and elders can develop issues about the principles and values of our grandparents and
speak about how to take care of mother earth.'
The workshop was attended by 20 people, including women, youth, and
representatives of several organizations."
ICG, Tiziano Breda, Researcher, Northern Triangle and Nicaragua, "Crackdown Raises
Stakes as Honduran Protesters March On," Q&A / Latin America & Caribbean 2 July 2019,
https://www.crisisgroup.org/latin-america-caribbean/central-america/honduras/crackdown-raisesstakes-honduran-protestersmarch?utm_source=Sign%20Up%20to%20Crisis%20Group%27s%20Email%20Updates&utm_ca
mpaign=3b2cb74202EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2019_07_02_01_53&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_1dab8c11ea3b2cb74202-359871089, commented, "Ten years after a coup, Honduras remains deeply
polarised. Mass protests and the government’s heavy-handed response have damaged the
economy and sparked deadly violence. Crisis Group Northern Triangle Analyst Tiziano Breda
explains the origins of the intense public discontent that is roiling the country.
What is happening in Honduras?
Tensions between the administration of President Juan Orlando Hernández and a monthsold national protest movement have intensified in recent weeks and crossed the line into
violence. On 24 June – four days after Hernández ordered the military to crack down on
demonstrations across the country – military police burst onto the campus of the
Autonomous University of Honduras in the capital city of Tegucigalpa. They opened fire on
students, wounding at least four. Altogether clashes have claimed at least three protesters’
lives – and resulted in dozens more injuries (chiefly on the protesters’ side).
The tensions initially arose in reaction to a government initiative to restructure the
country’s health and education systems – both segments of the economy that employ large
numbers of public-sector workers. The Hernández administration kicked off the reform
initiative by decree early in 2019 but protests began in earnest only after the Honduran
Congress enacted implementing legislation in late April. Fearing that reform would result in
privatisation and mass layoffs, trade unions representing doctors, nurses and teachers urged
242

their members into the streets. May saw several national strikes, with protesters blocking
major highways in mass mobilisations.
By early June, both the administration and Congress had walked back their formal
actions – revoking the relevant decrees and nullifying the legislation – but by then the range
of protesters had expanded and the grievances they were protesting had multiplied. It did not
help that in early May the government published a new penal code creating new penalties for
public criticism of government figures and feeding worries that the government would use the law
to suppress free expression and peaceful assembly when it is scheduled to come into effect in
November. (The government has since agreed in principle to amend the new code.) The protest
movement grew beyond the trade unions that were initially involved and came to include
other unions, university students, human rights defenders and land rights activists; even
some branches of the police joined the demonstrations. Protesters also came to focus on a new
demand: calling for President Hernández’s resignation.
Other government efforts at calming the waters have also failed to win over the
protesters. On 13 June, following failed attempts to engage with a handful of health and education
associations, the government sought to launch a national dialogue. But the Platform for the
Defence of Health and Education – a Honduran consortium that brings together key representatives
from its namesake professions – chose not to take part in the dialogue, imposed a list of nine
preconditions for its participation going forward, and convened its own parallel talks on 18 June.
Facing a growing protest movement that shows no signs of abating, and after clashes
between protesters and police became more dangerous, Hernández ordered troops deployed on
20 June.
What’s the background to the protests?
The protests reflect public discontent with the current government – led by the weak
and increasingly isolated President Hernández – and are exacerbated by the growing political
polarisation that has enveloped the country since a coup ousted former president Manuel
Zelaya (now leader of the left-wing opposition party Libre) ten years ago.
Hernández has served two scandal-ridden terms. In 2015, he faced accusations that his 2013
presidential campaign had benefited from funds illegally siphoned from the Honduran Social
Security Institute. In 2017, accusations of fraud marred his election to a second term, and violence
marked the aftermath. Post-electoral clashes between police and protesters resulted in 23 deaths
and 1,351 arrests amid allegations by the UN that the police used excessive force.
Moreover, last year, U.S. authorities detained Hernández’s brother in the U.S. on drug
trafficking charges, and prosecutors recently revealed that the Drug Enforcement Administration
investigated Hernández himself for the same crimes in 2013. Recent surveys by Cid Gallup show
the president’s approval rating dropped from 61 to 36 per cent since 2017. Another recent poll
found that more than 80 per cent of interviewees said they do not trust the country’s main judicial
and political institutions.
President Hernández has weathered political turbulence thanks in part to the backing of
some powerful allies – including the Catholic Church, the ruling National Party, the private sector,
the security forces and the U.S. – but some of those allies are showing signs of frustration. After
years of support for Hernández, the Episcopal Conference, which heads the Honduran Catholic
Church, issued an unusual statement at the start of June, condemning the Honduran government’s
response to the protests, criticising the judicial system’s lack of independence and lamenting the
political elite’s estrangement from the Honduran people.
Within the National Party (which has enjoyed a near monopoly on political power since the
coup), high-level figures such as the president of the Congress, Mauricio Oliva, have kept their
distance from Hernández during the crisis, rarely accompanying him in public appearances. Former
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President Porfirio Lobo went so far as to leave the party, found a new political movement and
suggest that Hernández resign. While business organisations in Tegucigalpa have stayed loyal to
the president, the Chamber of Commerce and Industry of Cortés, a leading private-sector
association based in the country’s most industrialised region, stated on 2 June that corruption and
mismanagement have damaged the Honduran economy more than the protests have.
Anger has bubbled up even among the security forces, whose loyalty has been a pillar
of support for the National Party. Since the coup, they have fared well – benefiting from
frequent funding increases and doubling in size over ten years. Nevertheless, on 18 June, several
hundred members of the police special forces refused to leave their barracks, explaining that they
did not wish to “repress the people” and demanding better working conditions. Although the strike
ended two days later, the action left an impression of weakening support for the administration.
The U.S. has also slightly toned down its political support after years of praising the
Hernández government for fighting drug trafficking and organised crime, although its embassy in
Tegucigalpa has been quite reluctant to adjust its message. It maintained its supportive tone even
after President Trump’s March 2019 announcement that he would cut $615 million in aid to the
Northern Triangle countries, including Honduras, because they were doing too little to curb
northward migration. (Washington has since partly restored the aid.) After protesters set its front
entrance on fire on 31 May, the embassy released a statement in support of the president. But when
clashes with protesters turned deadly, and human rights organisations began denouncing the police
for use of excessive force, the embassy shifted its rhetoric to demanding accountability for the
deaths and injuries in the streets.
The country’s growing political polarisation is to some extent a reflection of wounds
that have not healed from the 2009 coup that drove Manuel Zelaya from office. Hondurans
who did not support the coup have from the beginning tended to see in the Hernández
government what one civil society leader called 'a soft dictatorship'. A UN-backed dialogue
among the country’s three main parties last year managed to channel grievances into a debate on
electoral reforms. But, despite modest progress, the process has stalled during the current crisis,
and inter-party relations – which were not strong to begin with – have dramatically deteriorated.
Emboldened by the recent street protests, Libre started staging what it called a 'legislative
insurrection'. Since May, its deputies have been performing acts such as burning the constitution in
Congress (ostensibly to protest its constant infringement by the current government) and throwing
firecrackers during votes. They are demanding that the Hernández government step down.
Where is the crisis headed?
Honduras finds itself in a vicious cycle: the current crisis is partly a response to
worsening economic, security and humanitarian conditions, which the unrest could turn still
worse. The government is not completely intransigent – it stepped back from some of its most
unpopular moves and has shown an openness to dialogue. But it has also been prone to
misread the challenges it is facing, branding protests, street blockings and looting as a
conspiracy between the opposition and criminal elements to destabilise the country.
Instability is badly hurting the Honduran economy. Juan Carlos Sikaffy, president of the
Honduran Council of Private Enterprise, recently estimated that since April the economic damage
of national strikes, street closures and mobilisations, compounded by vandalism and looting, has
been over $400 million, or around 1 per cent of the country’s GDP. Already 60 per cent of the
population live below the poverty line and only 20 per cent earn the minimum wage, which by
itself is nowhere near sufficient to support a household. The unrest could press more Hondurans
into economically precarious lives.
Hernández’s has staked much of his claim to public and international support on
Honduras’ record of halving the number of homicides over the past eight years, but the
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statistics remain jarring and have recently taken a turn for the worse. Honduras is still among
the most violent countries in the hemisphere, with around 40 murders per 100,000 inhabitants, and
impunity rates for these crimes remained at 87.3 per cent in 2017, according to a report by the
Alliance for Peace and Justice. Moreover, the police reported 192 more homicides between April
and the end of June than over the same period last year, and the Honduran Observatory of Violence
reports a 50 per cent increase in mass killings over roughly the same period. With the country beset
by protests and many security personnel focused on containing them, there is a risk that unchecked
criminal violence will further intensify.
Political instability, widespread insecurity and impunity, and economic distress,
accentuated by climate change-induced droughts – affecting more than 170,000 families
living in the country’s Dry Corridor, according to the National Commissioner for Human
Rights – push thousands of desperate Hondurans to flee every month. Although the mass
exodus started well before the current crisis, the number of departures has leapt since April.
Around 300 people leave Honduras every day, and around 175,000, or almost 2 per cent of
the total population, have been apprehended at the U.S. southern border since October 2018.
Apprehensions have boomed in the past couple of months, numbering more than 36,000 in May
alone, compared to fewer than 10,000 in October 2018.
What can be done?
The immediate goal for all parties should be de-escalation. To help set that in motion,
the government should make another effort to enter into substantive dialogue with the
Platform for the Defence of Health and Education. To avoid the cold shoulder it received
when it last made this offer, it should make clear that it is prepared to make concessions on
issues of core concern to the Platform, including exploring whether there are more resources
in the national budget to invest in health and education infrastructure. It should also commit
to reining in security forces’ heavy-handed response to protests and to promoting
accountability for human rights violations that they may have perpetrated during the
crackdown. While this dialogue cannot address the full range of frustrations that have
surfaced during the recent wave of protests, it would be at least a beginning, and could offer a
reason for both sides to step back from the increasingly dangerous escalatory cycle that has
developed.
On the political front, opposition parties, particularly Libre, should temper their
demands that Hernández resign. His immediate exit would merely lead to early polls under
the same flawed electoral system the opposition says produced a fraudulent result in 2017.
The opposition’s focus should shift to ensuring the implementation of critical electoral
reforms. These include the digitisation of the national registry of persons, which would help
mitigate voting irregularities, and the creation of a national electoral council to oversee
elections and an electoral justice court to settle disputes. Congress passed a package of
constitutional changes to enable the creation of these institutions in January 2019, but they
require implementing legislation to become a reality.
Finally, foreign partners, particularly the U.S., should make clear that political
support for the Hernández government is conditional on the latter taking steps toward
dialogue with the opposition and advancing the fight against corruption and impunity. In this
connection, Washington should press Honduras to commit to renewing the four-year
mandate of the Organization of American States-backed Support Mission Against
Corruption and Impunity in Honduras.
While none of these steps will in itself be sufficient to reverse the polarisation that has pulled
Honduras apart, they might help stop the situation from worsening in a country that can ill
afford further strain."
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Teresita Orozco, "Indigenous Women Of Wangki, Nicaragua: Weaving Autonomy And
Peace," Cultural Survival, October 28, 2019, https://www.culturalsurvival.org/news/indigenouswomen-wangki-nicaragua-weaving-autonomy-and-peace, reported, "In Wangki Awala Kupia,
Waspam municipality, in the north Caribbean coastal region of Nicaragua, the Eleventh
Meeting of Wanki Indigenous Women took place, bringing together more than one thousand
Miskita women for four days on October 19-22, 2019.
Fourteen work spaces were created, each with 60 to 70 participants. The women reflected
and contributed ideas on the issues raised including: healing and spirituality for the survivors of
violence; Wangki Indigenous women as human rights promoters and defenders; economic
empowerment of Wangki women; Convention on the Elimination of all Forms of Discrimination
Against Women (CEDAW) and Indigenous women; and intercultural communication. The
workshop on intercultural communication for women was facilitated by Cultural Survival.
Indigenous Miskita promoter and communicator, Vilma Washington, highlights, 'We
dialogue with our authorities of the regional government of the North Caribbean Coast and our
Indigenous municipal mayor's office. We talked with officials and officials of the institutions,
about the programs they carry out in our communities, presenting our proposals and joint
responsibility commitments for their implementation.'
The fruit of the articulated efforts of Miskito Indigenous Women has made the
Wangki Women's fora possible. For 11 consecutive years, they have brought together
hundreds of women from the communities of the Coco River, from other regions of the
country, and even have included some international participation. The women meet to raise
their considerations on existing policies, the work of civil society organizations, and for
cooperation, as well as the identification of concrete actions for the problems they face,
among which the most pressing is gender violence.
'We travel from our communities, adding to the fabric of peace and autonomy, convened by
the organization of indigenous women Wangki Tangni to the Eleventh Forum of Indigenous
Women of Wangki. We come from the eight Indigenous territories (Kipla Sait, Li Lamni, Li
Auhbra, Amasau, Wangki Awala Kupia, Wangki Twi Tasba Raya, Wangki Maya Yahbra Tah), we,
women, men, youth, midwives, promoters, wihtas (Miskito judges), Indigenous leaders of the 115
communities of the Waspam municipality, ' states Indigenous Mayor Rose Cunningham who, from
her work with Indigenous women in her territory, saw this initiative born and strengthened.
Dr. Myrna Cunningham, stresses that 'violence and non-resolution in our communities in
the cases of rape and murder, is still a challenge. Women continue to be attacked and killed.
We reiterate the need for the presence of the National Police, the National Army and the
strengthening of the judicial system in many of our communities to complement the security
measures that we ourselves promote. The dialogue with the local, municipal, and national
authorities with the wihtas and leaders, Indigenous promoters will continue to bear fruit to
promote the rights of women and children, and strengthen Indigenous governance, in a
context of legal pluralism, autonomy and peace.'"
John McPhaul, "Costa Rica Recognizes The Nationality Of Trans-Border Indigenous
Communities," Cultural Survival, August 12, 2019, https://www.culturalsurvival.org/news/costarica-recognizes-nationality-trans-border-indigenous-communities, reported, "On August 9, 2019,
Costa Rican President Carlos Alvarado signed a law to recognize the nationality of 3,000
members of the Ngäbe Indigenous population who live on Costa Rica's southern border with
Panama as part of the commemoration of the International Day of the World’s Indigenous
Peoples. 'Today we reaffirm our commitment to guarantee the right of all peoples to self246

determination,' said President Alvarado when signing the law, which makes it easier for some
3,000 Ngäbe to access Costa Rican identity documents. The lack of nationality has been a
historical obstacle preventing Indigenous people living on Costa Rica’s borders in accessing
basic services such as healthcare, education and social assistance.
Meanwhile, Alvarado's government continues to come under pressure from rights
groups to solve the murder of Bribri leader Sergio Rojas, who was killed in his home on
March 18, 2019. Rojas lead a movement to recover Indigenous land occupied by settlers which
rightfully belong to the Bribri communities. A total of 257 Costa Rican and international
human rights groups and leaders have signed a petition demanding that the government
solve the murder. 'We are talking about a political assassination. Sergio Rojas was a defender of
human rights at the national level. He was a member of the National Indigenous Front. Indigenous
people continue to be at the frontline of violence," said Marcela Zamora of the Friends Peace
Center. Nayala Campbell of the human rights group Hablemos de Derecho Humanos said that
Rojas' murder has not been given the weight that it deserves. "The murder of Sergio Rojas has been
minimized inside the country. The gravity of what it means to kill a defender of human rights has
not been seen,' said Campbell.
On May 20, 2019, a delegation from the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights
(IACHR) met in Costa Rica with President Carlos Alvarado, who had extended a formal invitation
to the organization on March 22, four days after Rojas' murder. The delegation was headed by
Commissioner Joel Antonio Hernández, the IACHR Rapporteur for Costa Rica. Hernández was
accompanied by Jorge Humberto Meza, coordinator of the Precautionary Measures Section, and
Fernanda Alves Dos Anjos, coordinator of the Monitoring Section of the Special Follow-up
Mechanism for Nicaragua (Meseni). Human rights specialists Alexandro Álvarez, Pilar Victoria
and Lucía Azofeifa also participated in the mission, as well as photographer Erick Mendonca Dau.
'Our expectation of this meeting is to understand the state of these two peoples (Bribris and
Terabas) and the measures that the State must continue to grant to guarantee the security and rights
of Indigenous People. We are very pleased to be making this visit and very grateful to the President
for having swiftly sent an invitation to the Commission after the tragic events of March 18, ' said
Hernández before starting the delegation.
Rojas was murdered even though the IACHR had ordered the government to take
precautionary measures in 2015 after a series of attacks on Indigenous people led by Rojas
attempting to recover their land. Costa Rica is home to over 106,000 Indigenous people belonging
to eight different Indigenous Nations."
The Agrarian Court of the Second District of San Jose, Costa Rica, in September 2019,
revoked the sentence ordering removal of Boran land activists from land in their traditional
territory that they had reoccupied in the Crun Shurin Estate in the Indigenous Territory of
Terraba ("Costa Rica: Court Rules for Indigenous People," Cultural Survival, December, 2019)
Nicholas Casey, "They Survived Colonization and War. But Venezuela’s Collapse Was
Too
Much,"
The
New
York
Times,
July
30,
2019,
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/07/30/world/americas/venezuela-indigenous-wayuu.html, reported,
"They had lived off the land for hundreds of years, before Venezuela or Colombia had even
been founded. The Wayuu, an indigenous group of shepherds in South America, had
survived war, upheaval, revolution and even being separated from one another by the
creation of national borders.
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Yet for the Wayuu living in Venezuela, the breaking point finally came with the
economic devastation under President Nicolás Maduro and the American sanctions against
his government."
The Wayuu in Venezuela, no longer able to survive the shortages there, fled across the
boarder to join their poor neighbors in Colombia. But the resources in the Colombian region
have been insufficient to provide for the combined populations, bringing serious
malnutrition.
Following months of frustration in the implementation of the Colombia-FARC peace
agreement: Nicholas Casey and Lara Jakes, "Colombia’s Former FARC Guerrilla Leader Calls for
Return
to
War,"
The
New
York
Times,
August
29,
2019,
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/08/29/world/americas/colombia-farc-rebel-war.html, reported, "A
former top commander of Colombia’s largest rebel group [and a key facilitator in achieving
the peace agreement], the Revolutionary Armed Forces, vowed a return to war and issued a
new call to arms on Thursday, almost three years after the rebels signed a peace deal to disarm.
The commander, whose real name is Luciano Marín but is known by the alias Iván
Márquez, said in a video that his group, known as the FARC, would return to fighting because of
what he called the government’s violations of the peace agreement.
The announcement could signal a shattering of the agreement, which ended a war that
lasted 52 years, displaced millions from their homes, and left at least 220,000 dead."
"Support Indigenous Defenders In Ecuador," Cultural Survival, October 15, 2019,
https://www.culturalsurvival.org/news/support-indigenous-defenders-ecuador, reported, "After
eleven days of massive protests in Quito, Indigenous organizations and the Moreno
administration reached a deal on Sunday, October 13, to revoke pro-International Monetary
Fund Decree 883 by cancelling the disputed austerity package, and end strikes across the
country. Although this is a historic win, Indigenous communities are suffering the
aftermath: 10 people have died, 100 are missing, over 2000 have been injured and over 1000
are detained. Indigenous rights defenders are asking for medical supplies and aid, legal
assistance for those criminalized and accused of terrorism, and support of families of the
victims who gave their lives fighting for the rights of Indigenous Peoples in Ecuador.
As we celebrate the victory, let's not forget that the fight is far from being over. It will be a
long road to achieve justice and fulfillment of Indigenous rights and peace will only depend on
how the Ecuadorian government will respect, protect, and fulfill Indigenous Peoples' rights, its
accountability for the excessive force used and rights violations during the strike, and on the details
of the new agreement that will replace Decree 883.
'This repeal is a product not only of the Indigenous struggle, but also of the Ecuadorian
people, this struggle belongs to the people. As CONAIE, we will continue in the unfailing struggle
for our rights, our territories, and for the freedom of all our social fighters who have been
criminalized during this process of resistance. #Thefightcontinues,' stated CONAIE."
Ernesto Londoño, "Morales Averts Runoff in Bolivia, Officials Say, but Anger and Doubt
Remain,"
The
New
York
Times,"
October
25,
2019,
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/10/25/world/americas/bolivia-election-president-evo-morales.html,
reported, "Bolivia’s electoral tribunal announced late Friday that President Evo Morales[, the
country's first Indigenous president,]had won this week’s presidential election by a margin
large enough to avoid a runoff, a finding that incensed the opposition and raised
international doubts about a race that has been dogged by allegations of fraud."
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Mónica Machicao and Ernesto Londoño, "Bolivia’s Democracy Faces Pivotal Test as Unrest
Spreads: Allegations that the governing party rigged the Oct. 20 election have sparked violent
protests and calls for a new election." The New York Times, November 1,
2019, https://www.nytimes.com/2019/10/31/world/americas/bolivia-election-protests.html, reported,
"Tension over Bolivia’s disputed presidential elections escalated sharply this week as a protest
that turned violent left two people dead, and a sizable segment of the armed forces warned that
they would not crack down on demonstrators on behalf of President Evo Morales."
Clifford Krauss, "Evo Morales of Bolivia Accepts Asylum in Mexico: The former
president, who faced weeks of protest, said he had been forced out in a 'coup.' He leaves Bolivia in
a power vacuum, with politicians scrambling to form a caretaker government." The New York
Times, November 13, 2019, https://www.nytimes.com/2019/11/11/world/americas/bolivia-evomorales.html, reported, "Evo Morales, the former president of Bolivia who resigned under
pressure from street protests and the military, was granted asylum in Mexico on Monday,
departing from the country at a time when it is deeply polarized and leaderless."
Discussions on Democracy Now, November 10, 2019, report that there is no evidence to
support the claims of irregularities in the Bolivian elections that fueled the protests against
the reelection of President Evo Morrales, and were used by the leadership of the Bolivian
army to force Morales to resign from the presidency.
Anatoly Kurmanaev and Clifford Krauss, "Ethnic Rifts in Bolivia Burst Into View With
Fall of Evo Morales: As the country’s first Indigenous president has tumbled from power,
Indigenous Bolivians fear the loss of their hard-won political gains, and say a racially tinged
backlash
has
begun,"
The
New
York
Times,
November
15,
2019,
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/11/15/world/americas/morales-bolivia-Indigenous-racism.html, "In
the days since the ouster of Evo Morales, Bolivia’s first Indigenous president, deep ethnic
tensions that have long divided the country have erupted, complicating efforts to move
Bolivia out of political crisis.
Mr. Morales, a champion of the Indigenous, has now been replaced by an acting
president of European descent, and resentments have surfaced. Police officers have ripped
the Indigenous insignia off their uniforms. Protesters have burned the Indigenous flag. And
the acting president, who posted tweets many consider racist, initially appointed a cabinet
without a single Indigenous member."
"'This is What a Dictatorship Looks Like': Bolivian Security Forces Open Fire on
Indigenous Protesters in City of Cochabamba: 'State violence in Bolivia,'" Common Dreams,
November 15, 2019, https://www.commondreams.org/news/2019/11/15/what-dictatorship-looksbolivian-security-forces-open-fire-indigenous-protesters?cdorigin=rss&utm_term=AO&utm_campaign=Daily%20Newsletter&utm_content=email&utm_sour
ce=Daily%20Newsletter&utm_medium=Email, reported, "Bolivian security forces opened fire
on Indigenous protesters Friday in the city of Cochabamba in response to demonstrations
against the right-wing regime that forced democratically-elected President Evo Morales to
resign on Sunday.
'This is what a dictatorship looks like," said attorney and activist Eva Golinger in a tweet
sharing images of police forces opening fire on protesters.
As Common Dreams reported, a mass demonstration movement against the unelected
government of interim acting President Jeanine Añez spread across the country Friday.
Protesters are demanding Añez step down and that Morales be restored to power.
249

The protesters in Cochabamba were majority Indigenous, according to reports. Many of the
demonstrators in the city were coca growers.
'Footage emerging from Cochabamba, Bolivia shows the aftermath of a massacre of
indigenous protesters carried out by coup soldiers and police," tweeted filmmaker Dan
Cohen.'This will be ignored by western media.'
Images and video from the protest and attack show the violence in explicit detail."
"Our work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-Share Alike 3.0 License."
Medea Benjamin, "'They're Killing Us Like Dogs'—A Massacre in Bolivia and a Plea for
Help: Writing this dispatch from Bolivia, the conflict here is spiraling out of control and I fear it
will
only
get
worse,"
Common
Dreams,
November
22,
2019,
https://www.commondreams.org/views/2019/11/22/theyre-killing-us-dogs-massacre-bolivia-andplea-help?cdorigin=rss&utm_term=AO&utm_campaign=Daily%20Newsletter&utm_content=email&utm_sour
ce=Daily%20Newsletter&utm_medium=Email, reported, "I am writing from Bolivia just days
after witnessing the November 19 military massacre at the Senkata gas plant in the
indigenous city of El Alto, and the tear-gassing of a peaceful funeral procession on November
21 to commemorate the dead. These are examples, unfortunately, of the modus operandi of
the de facto government that seized control in a coup that forced Evo Morales out of power.
The coup has spawned massive protests, with blockades set up around the country as
part of a national strike calling for the resignation of this new government. One wellorganized blockade is in El Alto, where residents set up barriers surrounding the Senkata gas plant,
stopping tankers from leaving the plant and cutting off La Paz’s main source of gasoline.
Determined to break the blockade, the government sent in helicopters, tanks and heavily
armed soldiers in the evening of November 18. The next day, mayhem broke out when the soldiers
began teargassing residents, then shooting into the crowd. I arrived just after the shooting. The
furious residents took me to local clinics where the wounded were taken. I saw the doctors and
nurses desperately trying to save lives, carrying out emergency surgeries in difficult conditions
with a shortage of medical equipment. I saw five dead bodies and dozens of people with bullet
wounds. Some had just been walking to work when they were struck by bullets. A grieving mother
whose son was shot cried out between sobs: “They’re killing us like dogs.” In the end, there were
eight confirmed dead.
The next day, a local church became an improvised morgue, with the dead bodies—some
still dripping blood—lined up in pews and doctors performing autopsies. Hundreds gathered
outside to console the families and contribute money for coffins and funerals. They mourned the
dead, and cursed the government for the attack and the local press for refusing to tell the truth
about what happened.
The local news coverage about Senkata was almost as startling as the lack of medical
supplies. The de facto government has threatened journalists with sedition should they
spread 'disinformation' by covering protests, so many don’t even show up. Those who do often
spread disinformation. The main TV station reported three deaths and blamed the violence on the
protesters, giving airtime to the new Defense Minister Fernando Lopez who made the absurd claim
that soldiers did not fire 'a single bullet' and that 'terrorist groups' had tried to use dynamite to break
into the gasoline plant.
It’s little wonder that many Bolivians have no idea what is happening. I have interviewed
and spoken to dozens of people on both sides of the political divide. Many of those who support the
de facto government justify the repression as a way to restore stability. They refuse to call
President Evo Morales’ ouster a coup and claim there was fraud in the October 20 election that
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sparked the conflict. These claims of fraud, which were prompted by a report by the
Organization of American States, have been debunked by the Center for Economic and
Policy Research, a think tank in Washington, D.C.
Morales, the first indigenous president in a country with an indigenous majority, was forced
to flee to Mexico after he, his family and party leaders received death threats and attacks—
including the burning of his sister’s house. Regardless of the criticisms people may have of Evo
Morales, especially his decision to seek a fourth term, it is undeniable that he oversaw a growing
economy that decreased poverty and inequality. He also brought relative stability to a country with
a history of coups and upheavals. Perhaps most importantly, Morales was a symbol that the
country’s indigenous majority could no longer be ignored. The de facto government has defaced
indigenous symbols and insisted on the supremacy of Christianity and the Bible over
indigenous traditions that the self-declared president, Jeanine Añez, has characterized as
“satanic.” This surge in racism has not been lost on the indigenous protesters, who demand respect
for their culture and traditions.
Jeanine Añez, who was the third highest ranking member of the Bolivian Senate,
swore herself in as president after Morales' resignation, despite not having a necessary
quorum in the legislature to approve her as president. The people in front of her in the line of
succession—all of whom belong to Morales’ MAS party—resigned under duress. One of
those is Victor Borda, president of the lower house of congress, who stepped down after his
home was set on fire and his brother was taken hostage.
'It is not hyperbole to suggest that this could result in a civil war.'
Upon taking power, Áñez's government threatened to arrest MAS legislators, accusing them
of "subversion and sedition," despite the fact that this party holds a majority in both chambers of
congress. The de facto government then received international condemnation after issuing a decree
granting immunity to the military in its efforts to reestablish order and stability. This decree has
been described as a "license to kill" and "carte blanche" to repress, and it has been strongly
criticized by the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights.
The result of this decree has been death, repression and massive violations of human rights.
In the week and a half since the coup, 32 people have died in protests, with more than 700
wounded. This conflict is spiraling out of control and I fear it will only get worse. Rumors abound
on social media of military and police units refusing the de facto government's orders to repress. It
is not hyperbole to suggest that this could result in a civil war. That's why so many Bolivians are
desperately calling for international help. "The military has guns and a license to kill; we have
nothing," cried a mother whose son had just been shot in Senkata. "Please, tell the international
community to come here and stop this."
I have been calling for Michelle Bachelet, the United Nations High Commissioner for
Human Rights and former president of Chile, to join me on the ground in Bolivia. Her office is
sending a technical mission to Bolivia, but the situation requires a prominent figure. Restorative
justice is needed for the victims of violence and dialogue is needed to defuse tensions so Bolivians
can restore their democracy. Ms. Bachelet is highly respected in the region; her presence could help
save lives and bring peace to Bolivia."
ICG, Bram Ebus, Consultant, "Savannah Strife: Brazil’s Combustible Border with
Venezuela,"
Commentary / Latin
America
&
Caribbean
5
September
2019,
https://www.crisisgroup.org/latin-america-caribbean/andes/venezuela/savannah-strife-brazilscombustible-bordervenezuela?utm_source=Sign+Up+to+Crisis+Group%27s+Email+Updates&utm_campaign=921df9
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EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2019_09_04_12_53&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_1dab8c11ea921df94994-359871089, commented, "The frontier between Brazil and its crisis-ridden
neighbour Venezuela has become a major migration route, a hotspot for crime and a
flashpoint for violence. This is the first of three commentaries on Venezuela’s troubled
borderlands.
The 2,199-kilometres frontier between Venezuela and Brazil – a sparsely populated
stretch of jungle and bush – has been transformed by the political and economic crisis
wracking Venezuela into a region scarred by transnational crime, displacement and violence.
The potential for bloodshed became real in late February 2019, when a confrontation
between a convoy of Venezuelan National Guardsmen and a small group of residents in the
town of Kumarakapay set off a deadly series of events that shook the whole region.
According to witnesses, inhabitants of the town, which sits in Venezuela’s Bolívar state
approximately 50 kilometres north of the Brazilian border, were sound asleep early on 22 February
when several armoured vehicles stormed in. The soldiers on board were heading southward to
block the humanitarian aid that Venezuela’s opposition was planning to bring into the country the
next day – part of a campaign supported by the U.S., Brazil and several Latin American countries
to split the military and topple President Nicolás Maduro.
By some accounts, the villagers – who belonged to the indigenous Pemon community that
enjoys formal autonomy in their territory – sought to block the soldiers from continuing their
journey because they wanted the aid to come in. According to others, the villagers simply
wanted to talk to the intruders and ask what they were doing. In any case what happened
next is clear: soldiers from the convoy opened fire, killing one woman on the spot and leaving
at least fifteen wounded.
The incident sparked six days of lethal skirmishes. Venezuelan security forces and
irregular groups clashed with protesters along the border, with seven people reportedly killed
and at least 62 detained. Around 70 school buses, filled not only with soldiers but also
government-allied paramilitary groups, called colectivos, and prison inmates freed so they
could enlist in the effort, headed to the border to block the incoming aid, according to a local
human rights defender and several locals who fled to Brazil. The full extent of casualties
remains unclear. Following her investigation of the February violence, UN High
Commissioner for Human Rights Michelle Bachelet cited 'reports of a possible mass grave,
which warrants further investigation'.
The frontier appears peaceful again, but the political, economic and demographic
realities that fuelled the February clashes and related ills persist. These realities extend far
beyond the international standoff that sparked the Kumarakapay confrontation. The region is a
hive of illegal mining ventures and home to brutal, expansionist criminal groups that work in
concert with corrupt security forces. Residents facing harassment and extortion by these
groups sometimes lash out, but often seek to escape fear and impoverishment by migrating to
Brazil, which struggles to absorb them. Human trafficking and other illicit activities thrive.
As tension builds between vulnerable civilians and the groups that prey on them, the threat of
violence is never far.
A Mining Boom and a Predatory Guard
The recent spike in tensions between Venezuelan security forces and locals near the
Brazilian border is partly an outgrowth of the mining boom underway across the Gran Sabana
region in Bolívar state – which itself has been driven by criminal groups and the cash-starved
government’s push to accelerate gold and diamond exports.
The country’s armed forces are nominally in control of the mining industry, but they
also work with criminal entrepreneurs, who have aggressively expanded their mining
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interests with impunity. Venezuelan organised crime groups called sindicatos and Colombian
guerrillas have become major players in the mines of Bolívar and neighbouring Amazonas
state, and often work in volatile alliances with corrupt state forces. As these groups pursue
their hostile takeover of mineral-rich land and mines operated by locals, violence sometimes flares.
The sindicatos violently control mining hotspots such as El Dorado and Las Claritas.
Indigenous leaders say that criminal groups have high-level political blessing.
According to these sources, political representatives across the eleven municipalities of Bolívar
state, loyal to the government in Caracas and to the chavista regional administration, turn a blind
eye to these groups’ criminality and instead share in the mining profits, which in turn provides a
financial lifeline for the state and its officials amid Venezuela’s economic ruin.
A former Venezuelan National Guard member who deserted and now lives in Brazil
observed that Brazilian entrepreneurs are also part of the problem. He said they send truckloads of
food across the border to feed the Venezuelan military and miners and are paid with often illegallymined gold. This may explain why the Brazilian border state of Roraima exports more gold than it
produces.
For their part, Venezuelan security forces reap the benefits of mining not only by taking
a share of illicit profits, but through a panoply of criminal activities. Along some routes, they
even traffic goods across borders. Alongside crime groups that are involved in human trafficking,
underpaid guardsmen generate cash by extorting payments for similar cross-border movements. In
the months when the Venezuelan government closed the border, from 22 February to 10 May,
guardsmen demanded a payment of 150 Brazilian reals (roughly $36) for each car that passed one
of the illegal border crossings, according to the defected officer. Each suspected migrant crossing
either by foot or by car was forced to pay between 100 and 150 reals ($24-$46), the former
guardsman recounted.
But guardsmen do not necessarily get to keep these takings for themselves. According to the
National
Guard deserter with whom I spoke, rank-and-file members of the Guard themselves
live under the constant shadow of extortion. Both at the border and the regional airport in Santa
Elena, he explained, a superior demands weekly payments from his subordinates totalling the
equivalent of $2,000.
Fed up with poverty-level wages and the terrible requirements of the job, many guardsmen
contemplate abandoning their posts. Sources in the diplomatic community reported that 77 have
deserted and fled over the border since February, but many are too afraid to follow suit. The former
guardsman I spoke to sent his family into hiding before crossing the border, and reported that the
security forces have already come looking for them. “They are capable of murder”, he said.
Recalling with shame the brutality he witnessed from inside the force, he said that on the day
violence flared up across Gran Sabana, guardsmen were instructed to shoot at members of the
indigenous population without justification. He remembers the order as: “Indio que llegue, indio
que le disparamos” (“Indian that arrives, Indian we shoot at”).
Locals confirm that such abuse has fed deepening anger toward security forces across the
region. This ill-will is exemplified on a small scale by the occasional capture of a guardsman by
indigenous communities, which is often followed by violent military reprisals against civilians. On
a larger scale, mounting frustration exacerbates the likelihood of escalating violence of the kind the
region experienced in February.
Flight to safety?
Against this backdrop, Venezuela’s border with Brazil functions as an escape valve for
Venezuelans seeking safety or greater economic opportunity. Immediately across the border,
Brazil’s Roraima state is the point of arrival for most Venezuelans fleeing south. But for too
many, flight to Roraima involves trading one set of risks and dangers for another.
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In some respects, Roraima is well-suited to be the first port of call for fleeing Venezuelans.
Cross-border political, cultural, and business ties between Roraima and Venezuela are extensive
and important. Standing physically much closer to Caracas and other Venezuelan urban centres
than to Brazil’s capital, Brasilia, Roraima is even connected to the Venezuela electricity grid
(although it has not purchased any electricity since Venezuela’s March 2019 blackouts). State
governor Antonio Denarium is an admirer of Brazil’s far-right president, Jair Bolsonaro, an ardent
enemy of chavismo, but he has been careful not to alienate his neighbours. When asked in an
interview to choose between Maduro and National Assembly chair Juan Guaidó, who has asserted
his claim to be interim president, Denarium refused to take sides. Members of the Pemon
community in Brazil indeed welcomed hundreds of their fellow Venezuelan tribespeople who
fled during the February crackdown.
Nevertheless, Roraima – one of Brazil’s most impoverished regions – has struggled with
the Venezuelan influx. According to the Brazilian military, there are now 40-45,000 Venezuelans
in the whole of Roraima state, out of a total population of 520,000. Many are highly vulnerable,
their needs neglected.
The border town of Pacaraima became notorious after anti-migrant riots broke out in August 2018.
A business owner was attacked and robbed by unknown assailants, triggering a violent xenophobic
outburst by residents, who suspected Venezuelan migrants were responsible, and targeted the entire
refugee and migrant population camping out in the village. Hundreds were chased back across the
border.
Now, more than a year later, calm has returned to Pacaraima – where Venezuelan day
visitors and migrants can often be identified by their tricolour backpacks – but it is straining to
support the growing Venezuelan presence. The town’s tumultuous main street is crammed with day
visitors from Santa Elena, buying basic goods unavailable in Venezuela and exchanging currency.
Pacaraima also houses hundreds of migrants and refugees too poor to continue their journeys into
Brazil. They sell coffee and cigarettes, and haul luggage for better-off migrants. At the end of the
afternoon, many Venezuelans in the town return to their home country with shopping. Those who
remain start to gather cardboard from piles of trash to sleep on, as local shelters cannot cope with
the influx.
One consequence of the need, misery and lawlessness along the border is an alarming
surge in human trafficking. 'The streets are showcases of people', says Socorro Santos, an expert
on the issue based in Roraima’s capital city of Boa Vista – three hours by car from the border. She
explains that organised crime groups, formed by Venezuelan and Brazilian nationals, lure poor and
desperate women in Venezuela to Brazil with false promises of employment. She and other experts
also express deep concern about Venezuelans employed in food-for-work deals in rural Roraima,
where migrants and refugees are forced to work on large estates in slave-like conditions and paid
only in meals.
The Brazilian borderlands expose refugees to other risks as well. An estimated 2,400
Venezuelans sleep rough in Boa Vista, a town of some 330,000 people. And the city’s eleven
shelters, which according to the Brazilian army now host 6,500 people, have become dangerous
places.
A big part of the problem is lack of resources. The army, which is in charge of the
shelters alongside the Office of the UN High Commissioner for Refugees, has money for food, but
not enough to cover most education or health needs, or leisure activities. Informal employment is
simply unavailable for most. While about 2,500 Venezuelan youngsters are enrolled in local
schools, teachers often do not speak Spanish. Bored and restless, Venezuelan youngsters in Boa
Vista and elsewhere in Roraima are an attractive target for gangs and other criminal groups, which
can use them as mules to slip unobtrusively across the border with contraband and arms. These
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criminal groups cast a large shadow over the community: former gang members living in Boa Vista
comment that three of Brazil’s most prominent networks (Comando Vermelho, PCC, and Família
do Norte) now have a local presence.
Problems with the refugee and migrant shelters are no secret. A young Venezuelan migrant
– one of the lucky few who obtained a residency permit, apartment and job – spoke fearfully about
the refugee shelter across the street from where she lives. She believes its residents are involved in
local street crime and has observed Venezuelan minors, some aged under ten, dealing drugs at the
bus stop she uses in the morning. A representative of the army-led “Operação Acolhida”
(“Operation Welcome”), in charge of receiving Venezuelans migrants and refugees, downplayed
the problems, but did not deny reports of violence, robbery, sexual abuse and drug use in the
shelters. He complained that Venezuela does not share the names of former or wanted criminals
with Brazilian authorities, making it impossible to control who crosses the border and enters the
shelters.
The Brazilian government has tried to help relieve some of the pressure on Roraima
created by the growing Venezuelan population. It has already arranged air transport for
thousands of the displaced in an effort to spread migrants and refugees more evenly across the
country. But the effect of these efforts on migrant numbers in the state is limited. More people are
arriving than being ferried to alternative destinations, and many Venezuelans would prefer to stick
close to the border for a possible return home or so they can visit their families. International
humanitarian support for shelters and social services for new arrivals will remain essential for some
time to come.
Remedies for the Frontier
Surveying both sides of the Venezuela-Brazil border, it is now easier to see how the
situation could get worse than to imagine how it might get better. Deteriorating relations
between Venezuela’s government and opposition as well as galloping economic decline – with
the country’s GDP expected to fall 23 per cent this year, according to the UN – seem poised to
intensify migration at the Venezuela-Brazil border, boost the quest for mining riches, spur
the expansion of non-state armed groups and perpetuate bilateral tensions.
The most hopeful path forward for the region lies with the negotiations between
Venezuela’s government and opposition, however great the obstacles they face. If the
arrangements that emerge from those negotiations recognise the challenge on Venezuelan
southern border, the importance of meaningful protections for the communities ravaged by
the mining boom, and the need for cross-border cooperation to counter illicit groups that
prey so many innocents, that would be a good beginning.
Without these changes, the border with Brazil will remain unstable and the region’s
residents subject to violent and criminal activity even if the struggle for control in Caracas
relents. For the thousands of displaced Venezuelans afraid to return home but facing bleak
prospects in Brazil, this is a tough scenario to contemplate. On a recent rainy day in
Pacaraima, a Venezuelan father tried to ease the painful situation with a joke. He slapped his
hand on a stack of cardboard on his lap and declared, 'These are our mattresses'. But his son
sitting next to him, who abandoned his studies in Venezuela to migrate to Brazil, had no smile
on his face."
ICG, Bram Ebus, Consultan, "Venezuela’s Mining Arc: A Legal Veneer for Armed Groups
to Plunder, "Op-Ed / Latin America & Caribbean 8 June 2019, Originally published in The
Guardian,
https://www.crisisgroup.org/latin-america-caribbean/andes/venezuela/venezuelasmining-arc-legal-veneer-armed-groupsplunder?utm_source=Sign+Up+to+Crisis+Group%27s+Email+Updates&utm_campaign=7e52674a
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82EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2019_01_28_08_41_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_1dab8
c11ea-7e52674a82-359871089, commented, "Late 2016, Nicolás Maduro tweeted a photograph
of himself with a smile on his face and a gleaming ingot in his hands – but not all that glitters
is gold.
Venezuela claims to possess some of the largest untapped gold and coltan reserves in
the world, and the country’s gold rush picked up when the president decreed the creation of a
massive area of 112,000 sq km destined for mining, known as the Orinoco mining arc. In a
recently published development plan Venezuela set the goal to produce more than 80,ooo
kilos of gold a year by 2025.
The project, launched in February 2016, was supposed to drive development, but many
mining projects announced by the government have failed to materialize, and the mining
arc now seems little more than a legal veneer for plunder by an expanding range of armed
groups.
Multiple non-state armed groups are spreading their hold over southern Venezuela,
adding another unpredictable factor to the country’s current crisis – and complicating any
efforts for a peaceful resolution.
Their methods and origins may be different, but their motivation is one which has driven
violence in Latin America since colonial times: a hunger for gold and other valuable
minerals.
Venezuelan crime syndicates have run informal mines for years. More recently,
Colombian guerrillas – dissidents from the now-demobilized Revolutionary Armed Forces of
Colombia (Farc) and members of the National Liberation Army (ELN) – have expanded their
reach hundreds of miles into Venezuela.
The groups are deeply entrenched in local communities, and often work in volatile
alliances with parts of the military who privately profit from illegal mining.
At least 300,000 people work at wildcat mines which have caused huge environmental
damage, and sparked a malaria epidemic.
Confrontations between the rival armed groups make southern Venezuela one of the
most violent regions in Latin America. 'Everybody wants to be boss,' explained a former miner
who fled to Colombia to avoid the escalating violence.
Numerous sources confirm the army’s participation in illicit mining and report that military
death squads have occasionally entered mines to settle disputes. Most killings go unrecorded, but
local media have reported more than a dozen massacres since 2016. Municipalities in the mining
region cope with homicide far above that of Caracas, the world’s most violent capital city.
Of these factions, the ELN is one of the most prominent, operating in 13 of Venezuela’s 24
states and extending its reach across the southern mining regions to form a corridor across
Venezuela to near its disputed border with Guyana.
The ELN’s tactical and ideological alignment with the Venezuelan government is grist
to the mill for those arguing for a military intervention against Maduro.
But any foreign incursion could potentially trigger a disastrous escalation of violence,
possibly leading to a low-intensity conflict that would cause tremendous suffering for
Venezuela’s most vulnerable populations.
The ELN is now Latin America’s biggest guerrilla army, and has vowed to defend
Maduro’s government in the event of a foreign intervention.
Local sources have described how the guerrillas embed themselves in local communities,
giving political and military training.
256

'They make [the locals] fall in love, offer them weapons and they indoctrinate them,' said
one indigenous leader from Bolívar state. As in Colombia, the rebels intervene in local disputes and
offer a measure of authority in lawless areas – wildcat miners confirm that they prefer the presence
of the guerrillas over the brutal and less tolerant Venezuelan crime syndicates.
So what should be done? The freedom with which armed groups operate south of the
Orinoco river reflects the weakness of the Venezuelan state. But threats of foreign military
intervention will simply embolden the guerrillas and strengthen their ties to Caracas.
Humanitarian aid is essential for the inhabitants of the region, but its safe entry will
depend on the Venezuelan government’s consent – and will not be served by the sort
of forced entry attempted in February.
The communities facing the most urgent humanitarian needs are remote and
indigenous populations in the south, which are already suffering from epidemics and
shortages. Food shortages are exacerbated by the dependence on gold as currency in mining
towns.
Outside actors should work to clean up Venezuelan mineral supply chains. Foreign
states should enforce due diligence frameworks on mineral exporters and commodity
exchanges to minimize risks that they buy minerals that finance conflict and human rights
abuses.
For now, the extraction of gold, coltan and other minerals funds armed groups and
harms indigenous communities. Even the minerals that are sold by Venezuelan state
companies and the Venezuelan central bank (BCV) stem in part from the same mines
controlled by armed groups and should therefore be classified as conflict minerals.
Forgotten parts of southern Venezuela are of key importance to the political future of
the country. Communities abandoned by the state – and the armed groups that prey on them
– merit more concern from international actors disputing Venezuela’s future. Peace in
Venezuela cannot be achieved without taking the south into account."
Jessica Corbett, "Brazilian Experts Warn in Open Letter to President Bolsonaro a 'Genocide
Is Underway' Against Uncontacted Tribes: The experts wrote that they are 'extremely worried'
about the firing of a top official at the agency that handles policies on Indigenous peoples,"
Common Dreams, October 7, 2019, https://www.commondreams.org/news/2019/10/07/brazilianexperts-warn-open-letter-president-bolsonaro-genocide-underway-against?cdorigin=rss&utm_term=AO&utm_campaign=Daily%20Newsletter&utm_content=email&utm_sour
ce=Daily%20Newsletter&utm_medium=Email, reported, "In an open letter to Brazilian society
and right-wing President Jair Bolsonaro, a group of experts warned that a "genocide is
underway" against uncontacted tribes because of Bolsonaro's efforts to strip away
Indigenous peoples' rights and lands and open up more of the Amazon rainforest to
agribusiness and mining.
The letter (pdf), released in Portuguese on Friday, came after Bruno Pereira was dismissed
last week as the coordinator for uncontacted tribes at FUNAI, the Brazilian government
agency for policies relating to Indigenous peoples. Signatories include previous coordinators
at FUNAI, Indigenous people, and field workers.
The human rights group Survival International translated some of the letter into English and
circulated it online Monday:
The experts are 'extremely worried' that Pereira has been sacked 'for no apparent technical
reason,' and that his dismissal 'represents yet another backwards step in the policy to protect
uncontacted tribes.' They note that 'this upheaval will provoke the genocide of uncontacted and
recently contacted Indigenous peoples.'
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Survival International's advocacy director, Fiona Watson, pointed out that 'for decades,
Brazil has led the way in the protection of uncontacted tribes' lands, recognizing that they're the
most vulnerable peoples on the planet.'
'But President Bolsonaro is clearly intent on completely dismantling this work, and wants to
open up indigenous territories across Brazil to loggers, miners, and ranchers,' she said. 'He doesn't
care how many Indigenous people die in the process, and has openly expressed his racist
contempt for them on many occasions.'
'This is a pivotal moment for the future of uncontacted tribes, and therefore for all
humanity,' Watson concluded. 'Either people around the world stand shoulder to shoulder with the
Indigenous peoples fighting for their very survival, or we watch as genocide is committed in front
of our eyes.'
Last week saw not only Pereira's dismissal but also, as The Guardian noted, an
announcement from Bolsonaro's mining minister, Bento Albuquerque, that 'draft legislation
to allow mining and agriculture on Indigenous lands should be ready later this month.'
According to the newspaper, which reported on the experts' letter Monday:
Pereira said he could not comment on the reason for his dismissal as he didn't have any
information about it. He said FUNAI should be the ones to explain why he was fired.
'Isolated Indigenous people are extremely vulnerable. They don't have political support;
they don't speak with journalists or other Indigenous groups,' Pereira said.
FUNAI described Pereira's dismissal as part of a management restructuring to 'optimize
work in progress.' His replacement, Paula Wolthers de Lorena Pires, is an anthropologist and
Indigenous specialist.
José Carlos Meirelles, a signatory of the letter who pioneered FUNAI's 'no contact'" policy,
told The Guardian that 'it's almost as if this government has a rule: to remove dedicated and
competent people and put incompetents in their place.'
Reporting on the letter came as Pope Francis delivered a speech Monday as part of a
three-week synod that began at the Vatican Sunday to address religious and environmental
issues in the Amazon region. The Associated Press reported that Indigenous people from
several regional tribes as well as over 180 South American cardinals, bishops, and priests
have traveled to the Vatican for the meeting.
One of the experts invited to the synod, United Nations Special Rapporteur Victoria
Tauli-Corpuz, told the AP that deforestation is leading to violence against Indigenous people.
As she put it, 'If we refuse to surrender our territories for cattle ranchers and soybean
farms—two of the main drivers of deforestation in the Amazon—we are often labeled
criminals, illegals, or terrorists.'
Based on data from FUNAI, Brazil has more uncontacted tribes than any other country. A
recent report from Brazil's Missionary Indigenous Council found at least 160 cases of 'possessive
invasions, illegal exploitation of natural resources [and] damage to heritage' on Indigenous lands
since Bolsonaro took office for his first term in January. That figure compared with 111 recorded
cases for all of 2018 under Bolsonaro's predecessor.
When those findings were released on Sept. 24, the AP reported that Catholic priest Roque
Paloschi, who heads the council, said in a press conference that Bolsonaro's 'aggressive rhetoric
fuels violence against Indigenous land and peoples.'
The council's report was released the same day that Bolsonaro gave his first speech to the
U.N. General Assembly—during which he reiterated some of his common messages about
Indigenous people in Brazil and claimed that his government 'is solemnly committed to
environmental preservation and sustainable development,' despite mounting global concern and
criticism over the summer surge in deforestation and fires in the Amazon rainforest.
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'As expected, Bolsonaro's speech at the United Nations has doubled down on division, on
nationalism, and on ecocide,' the Brazilian Climate Observatory said at the time. 'Bolsonaro's
policies bring an immediate risk to all humankind.'
Our work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-Share Alike 3.0 License."
"Police attack Kinikinawa indigenous community in Brazil," Survival International,
August 2, 2019, https://www.survivalinternational.org/news/12190, reported, "Reports are
emerging that heavily armed police have attacked Kinikinawa indigenous people on their land
in central-western Brazil, terrorizing the community and injuring several people.
Video footage shows the police arriving in several land vehicles and a helicopter, and a
Kinikinawa man bleeding with head injuries.
He said, 'I am shedding blood on my land. We won’t stop fighting.'
Yesterday (1 August 2019), the Kinikinawa reoccupied a patch of their ancestral land,
which was stolen from them years ago to make way for ranchers. Soon after the Kinikinawa
made their move, the police arrived and attacked them.
It is believed that the police had no official order from a Judge to 'remove' the
Kinikinawa from the reoccupied territory, and were instead acting on orders from a local
mayor and rancher.
A leaked audio message appears to reveal the mayor saying, immediately before the
attack, that the Kinikinawa would be 'evicted, willingly or by force' and notifying others that
there are 'two buses to take 90 police agents, and there are already 40 there, so the
[Kinikinawa] will be evicted… This is good news and the government needs to take a stance
and bring peace and order to everyone who lives in this country.'
The neighbouring Guarani indigenous people have released a statement expressing
their anger that 'the ranchers and police are acting illegally and attacking indigenous people.
For decades we have been asking for our land back, as is ordered by national and international law,
but we’ve been ignored. Our lands are still invaded and occupied by ranchers and politicians, so we
are reoccupying our land. We will resist and respond to the ranchers’ warfare against us,
indigenous peoples.”
President Bolsonaro has virtually declared war against Brazil’s indigenous population. The
number of land invasions and attacks against them has skyrocketed since he took office on 1
January 2019.
Indigenous peoples across Brazil, and their supporters around the world, are campaigning to
#StopBrazilsGenocide."
Manuela Andreoni and Letícia Casado, "‘Guardian’ of the Amazon Killed in Brazil by
Illegal Loggers: His death comes as illegal miners, loggers and land grabbers are making more, and
bolder, incursions into Indigenous land under the far-right Bolsonaro administration," The New
York Times, November 5, 2019, https://www.nytimes.com/2019/11/04/world/americas/brazilindigenous-amazon.html, reported, "In the months before an Indigenous leader was killed with
a gunshot in the face in the Amazon reserve he had spent much of his life protecting, at least
two efforts were made to warn Brazil’s government of the risks posed by illegal loggers in the
region.
In April, members of the Guajajara Indigenous group went to the capital, Brasília, to plead
for protection from loggers invading their land in the state of Maranhão. In August, the state’s head
of human rights wrote to the federal police to say loggers were threatening the Guajajara in
the Araribóia Indigenous Land.
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But those warnings didn’t help Paulo Paulino Guajajara during a hunting trip with a
friend in the Araribóia reserve on Friday, when they were ambushed by a group of five
loggers working illegally in the area."
"Indigenous leader murdered in northern Amazon," Survival International, July 29, 2019,
https://www.survivalinternational.org/news/12183, reported, "A leader of the Wajãpi tribe has
been murdered in Brazil.
Emyra Wajãpi’s body was found by members of the tribe on 23 July. APINA, the
association of Wajãpi villages, has released a statement saying that although no Wajãpi
witnessed the killing, they believe Emyra was killed by outsiders the previous day.
On 26 July the Wajãpi of Yvytotõ community – in the region where the murder occurred –
reported that heavily armed goldminers had invaded their village. The miners threatened
them and forcibly occupied a Wajãpi house.
The entire community fled to a neighbouring village which sent out an SOS on the radio for
help from the federal police. A police team arrived in the Wajãpi territory on 28 July.
COIAB, the Coordination of Indigenous Organizations of the Brazilian Amazon, released a
statement expressing its outrage about the invasions of indigenous territories, which it says are
'encouraged by the irresponsible, authoritarian and prejudiced stance of the current government –
especially President Bolsonaro – and its attack on the rights of this country’s first peoples.”
The Guarani people of central-western Brazil said, 'We invite everybody to fight alongside
indigenous peoples against the genocidal attack which is currently underway, and which has been
reactivated by the current government.'
Stephen Corry, Director of Survival International, said: 'President Bolsonaro’s recent
comments on opening up indigenous territories to mining are emboldening illegal goldminers and
other invaders. He has virtually declared war on Brazil’s indigenous peoples. They, and their allies
around the world, will not stop fighting back.'”
Survival International is condemning the illegal invasion of the Wajãpi territory by goldminers and
calling on the government to evict them and bring them to justice.
The Wajãpi Indians were contacted by outsiders in 1973 when the military dictatorship bulldozed a
highway through part of their land. The highway paved the way for multiple invasions by
goldminers who caused immense destruction of the forest and spread diseases which killed many
Wajãpi.
They campaigned for years for their land rights, mapping out their territory themselves. It was
finally officially recognized as indigenous land in 1996.
Today they number about 1,500 people and depend entirely on the forest and rivers for their
livelihood, and like all tribal peoples they have a deep spiritual connection to their land. A Wajãpi
man told Survival: 'Our life depends on the life of the earth and of the forest.'”
"Thousands of goldminers invade Yanomami territory," Survival International,
July 1, 2019, https://www.survivalinternational.org/news/12158, reported, "Up to 10,000
goldminers have invaded Yanomami lands in northern Brazil, spreading malaria in the
region and polluting many of the rivers with mercury.
Although most Yanomami are in contact with non-indigenous society,
one uncontacted group is known to live in the area being invaded, and authorities are
investigating signs of up to six other uncontacted communities living there.
The massive influx has been blamed by local indigenous leaders for the deaths of four
children already. They say the miners are building settlements and airstrips, emboldened
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by President Bolsonaro’s support for land invaders, and constant attacks on indigenous
people.
Some mining camps are just a few miles from uncontacted Yanomami.
The Yanomami association Hutukara estimates the number of miners at up to 10,000.
They also report devastation to the fish and game they rely on for their livelihood.
The Yanomami are pushing the government to remove the miners. Earlier this
year Brazilian Indians led the biggest ever international protest for indigenous rights, after
President Bolsonaro effectively declared war on them and their rights.
The 35,000 Yanomami straddle both sides of the Brazil-Venezuela border. 20% of the
Yanomami population in Brazil died from diseases brought in by goldminers during a previous
gold rush in the late 1980s and early 90s.
After a long international campaign led by Davi Kopenawa Yanomami, Survival and
the CCPY (Pro Yanomami Commission), Yanomami land in Brazil was finally demarcated as the
‘Yanomami Park’ in 1992. The Yanomami territories in Brazil and Venezuela together form the
largest forested indigenous territory in the world.
Davi Kopenawa, known as 'the Dalai Lama of the Rainforest' said: 'Four of our rivers –
the Uraricoera, Mucajaí, Apiaú and Alto Catrimani – are polluted. It’s getting worse, more
miners are coming in. They’re not bringing anything [good], they’re just bringing trouble.
Malaria has already increased here, and killed four of our children.'
Survival International Director Stephen Corry said today: 'Bolsonaro’s racism has tragic
consequences – and the gold rush underway in northern Brazil is just one example. It’s devastating
the Yanomami people, who were attacked and massacred thirty years ago during the region’s last
bout of gold fever. Bolsonaro’s happy to stand by and watch as the people die and the forest is
destroyed – only a public outcry in Brazil and internationally can stop him.'”
"Criminally Set Fires Destroy Xavante Lands And Livelihoods," Cultural Survival,
November 12, 2019, https://www.culturalsurvival.org/news/criminally-set-fires-destroy-xavantelands-and-livelihoods, reported, "In August and September 2019, Xavante Indigenous Territories
in Mato Grosso, Brazil -- islands surrounded by a vast sea of monoculture agribusiness -suffered a record number of fires. In several cases, fires – many of which Xavante leaders
believe to have been criminally set – destroyed entire villages and subsistence gardens. The
Xavante Warã Association (AXW), an Indigenous nonprofit that works to advance Xavante
Peoples’ self-sufficiency and sustainability is sending this report and call for assistance.
In September 2019, Xavante relatives informed Xavante Warã Association of incidents of
fires in the Xavante Indigenous Territories of Areões, São Marcos and Parabubure. While this is
the dry season, a period when fires typically occur in the cerrado region, we believe that some of
the fires in Xavante Territories are the result of criminal actions. Further, we believe that these
fires were inspired by the the Bolsonaro government’s incendiary rhetoric, for example
rhetoric surrounding 'Fire Day' (Dia do Fogo, August 10, 2019) when agricultural producers in
Brazil’s northern area coordinated action to ignite fires in the world’s largest tropical forest.
In early October 2019, AXW conducted a survey of fire outbreaks in Xavante
Territories. We verified oral reports with data from the National Institute of Space Research’s
“Burn Program” data base. Our study confirmed that 20% of the fires in Indigenous Territories
within Brazil’s Mato Grosso state occurred in Xavante Territories. 1,114 fires started
between August 31 and October 6, 2019. Of these, 287 occurred in a single Xavante
Territory: Areões. The Xavante Territory of Areões ranked first in the number of fire foci
occurring within Indigenous Territories in Mato Grosso state.
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An estimated 1,800 Xavante were directly impacted by the fires in September: Five
hundred people, approximately 100 families, in Areões Indigenous Territory; 300 people (30
families) in São Marcos Indigenous Territory; and 1,000 people (100 families) in Parabubure
Indigenous Territory. Reports from our relatives testify that, in some cases, entire villages
and their swidden gardens were completely burned. Community members lost all of their
material possessions and subsistence gardens.
Given the severity of the situation, AXW requests technical and financial support for
emergency actions in affected Xavante Territories. Assistance will be directed to ensure food
security for families affected by the fires, to purchase food and water, medicines, and for
reconstruction of food systems through the purchase of seeds, seedlings, equipment and tools. We
also need support to equip local fire brigades which need equipment and tools. We also need to
lease vehicles and purchase fuel so that we can access the affected areas and convey support.
About the Xavante Warã Association (AXW) and Xavante: The Xavante Warã Association
is an Indigenous non-profit organization. For the last twenty years, AXW has been developing
projects to advance Xavante Peoples’ self-sufficiency and sustainability. AXW’s projects have
focused extensively on the preservation and conservation of the cerrado biome that we inhabit, and
projects that promote the preservation of our unique knowledge and understanding of this
environment. AXW began its work in villages located in the Sangradouro and Volta Grande
Indigenous Territories. Building on the success and effectiveness of projects in these Territories,
AXW expanded its mode of working and has begun to field proposals for collaborative projects
and to addresses the concerns of our relatives who live in other Xavante Indigenous
Territories. Working in collaboration with several organizational partners, including the Center of
Indigenous Labor (Centro de Trabalho Indigenista, CTI), Cultural Survival and Rainforest Action
Network, as well as our relatives across Xavante Indigenous Territories, the organization is
building a unified movement of Xavante Peoples. AXW seeks to overcome the fragmentation of
Xavante people, which is the result of state policies that fragmented our land, and focus on issues
that affect our rights and territory. A major goals is to promote coherent, coordinated and powerful
political action across Xavante communities and territories.
Xavante Indigenous Territories are located in the eastern part of the Brazilian state of Mato
Grosso. They are islands of cerrado biome entirely surrounded by agribusiness dedicated to the
industrial production of soybeans, sorghum, and cotton. Changes in federal policy, and the
complete disconnect between international climate agreements and human rights discourse and the
current government’s positions on environmental regulation and the protection of Indigenous rights
has drastically altered the social and political context of Brazil’s Indigenous Peoples’ efforts to
protect our rights. This has serious consequences for ongoing projects and actions."
"Ayoreo environmental defender latest victim of deadly epidemic," Survival International,
August 6, 2019, https://www.survivalinternational.org/news/12198, reported, "Chagabi Etacore,
one of the Ayoreo-Totobiegosode’s most-loved leaders and environmental defenders, has
died. He is the latest in a long line of victims of an epidemic of tuberculosis and related
diseases which has been devastating Paraguay’s Ayoreo-Totobiegosode communities.
Like many in his community, he contracted tuberculosis when he was forced out of the
forest as a child and had suffered chronic lung disease ever since – a sign of the neglect of
recently-contacted Ayoreo communities by Paraguay’s medical services.
In the 1970s and 1980s the fundamentalist American missionary group, New Tribes
Mission (now Ethnos360), organised ‘manhunts’ in which large groups of uncontacted Ayoreo
were captured in the forest and brought to the mission base. Here they were exposed to diseases to
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which they had no immunity. Many Ayoreo died as a direct result of these forced contacts, and
many more have died over the past 40 years as a result of secondary infections.
An unknown number of Ayoreo remain uncontacted in the forest, avoiding contact with outsiders.
They are the last uncontacted indigenous people the Americas outside of the Amazon, and live in
the heart of the Paraguayan Gran Chaco, the forest with the fastest rate of deforestation in the
world.
Survival opposes attempts by outsiders to contact uncontacted tribes. Initiating contact must
be their choice alone. Those who enter uncontacted tribes’ territories deny them that choice. Some
academics continue to advocate for “forced contact.” However, indigenous people including those
recently contacted have attacked these ideas as “arrogant,” “dangerous,” and “genocidal.”
Chagabi worked for decades alongside his people to defend their ancestral land and
uncontacted relatives from outsiders who invade their territories and steal their resources. A pillar
of his community, he worked as an educator, translator, health worker and filmmaker.
Earlier this year, the Ayoreo celebrated a land victory , securing ownership papers to a portion of
their ancestral land. However, the majority of it has been sold to companies that have deforested
their territory to make way for cattle. The Ayoreo continue to demand full recognition and
protection for their forests and their uncontacted relatives who live in them. The Paraguayan
government has not done so, despite demands from the Inter-American Commission on Human
Rights – the continent’s human rights body.
A few months before his death, speaking of the future, Chagabi told a Survival campaigner:
'I think we can be hopeful, but we can’t afford to wait much longer.'”
Alexandra Carraher-Kang, "Indigenous Peoples Lead The Resistance Movement In Chile,"
Cultural survival, November 12, 2019, https://www.culturalsurvival.org/news/indigenous-peopleslead-resistance-movement-chile, reported, "On October 18, 2019, the Chilean government
decided to raise the metro fare by 4 percent. Although a seemingly benign act, especially in a
country praised by many for its stability and economic success, this fare increase of 30 peso—
roughly four cents USD—has led to massive protests all over the country. These protests are
not only against the fare increase, but also against expensive education costs—the highest in
South America, the status of water as a private good, poor healthcare, and police and
government corruption. Since the protest began, protestors have burnt metro stations and
looted buildings, but in addition, at least 19 deaths and 2000 detentions have occurred under
the shadow of President Sebastian Piñera and his government’s violent repression. However
organizations on the ground report that the real figures of deaths, detentions, and human
rights violations, including disappearances, torture, and rape, are in reality higher than the
numbers reported by the Chilean authorities. A state of emergency was called and a curfew
was put in place. Although started by students, these protests have grown to include many
different social groups, with Indigenous Peoples, of which the largest community are the
Mapuche, at the forefront.
Indigenous communities have long been frustrated with the Chilean government due
to years of repression and second-class treatment. Numbering at roughly two million people
and 10 percent of the population, their numbers are not small, but still their needs and rights have
been marginalized by Piñera and previous administrations. One of the chief demands of
Indigenous communities in the current protest movement is a formation of a plurinational
state, in which Indigenous communities are granted more sovereignty and self-determination.
Just under a year before the protests began, Camilo Catrillanca, a Mapuche farmer, was shot in
the back and killed by the police. His image has become one of the symbols held up by
protestors, and especially by the Indigenous community, as the Chilean government has
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killed about fifteen Mapuche since 1990. Only days before the mass protests began, on
October 13 —known officially in Chile as the Day of the Meeting of Two Worlds—thousands
of Indigenous people marched peacefully in the capital, Santiago. They called for the release
of detained activists, greater rights, and the return of ancestral lands taken by the
government. The daughter of detained Indigenous activist Alberto Curamil read out a letter of his:
'Today we reaffirm that there is nothing to celebrate on these dates, but that we must make visible
all the resistance that the community has made to the attacks of destruction that are being carried
out
by
large
national
and
international
companies
in
our
territory.'
Of particular concern for Indigenous communities now is oil fracking, which has
resulted in the dispossession and discrimination. One Campo Maripe member told of how the
fracking boom has led to environmental, health, and agricultural problems. 'The oil
companies entered our land without our permission,' he tells, and 'we had goats born without
jaws, without mouths.' Other individuals in the area note suffering from health problems
such as bone decalcification, respiratory issues, and skin lesions. The community began
blocking roads to the fracking wells starting in 2014 and it has remained a pressing issue at
the current protests.
A key moment came just a week after the protests began, on October 25, as Indigenous
protesters in Chile blocked access to lithium operations with a road blockade, thus limiting
lithium production for the world’s top producer, Chile’s SQM. 'They’re completely shut
down...the roads are closed' Sergio Cabillos, president of the Atacama Indigenous Council,
told Reuters. Lithium is an essential element in the manufacturing of almost all the electronics used
today, including laptops and cell phones, and electric and hybrid cars. Chile is the world’s
foremost producer of this element. This blockade was not only linked to the economic-based
protests sweeping over the rest of the country, but also to the fear of harmful environmental
and social impacts due to lithium mining in Chile’s desert salt basin. 'We hope to continue
protesting until the state hears us and attends our legitimate demands,' Cabillos stated. The
same day, over one million protesters marched for Piñera’s resignation, a president who is, in his
own
words,
'willing
to
use
violence
with
no
limits.'
Soon after, Mapuche protesters in Temuco, several hundred kilometers south of
Santiago, acted to tear down symbolism venerating Chile’s colonial history. According to The
Guardian, 'hooded demonstrators lassoed a statue of a 16th-century Spanish conquistador last week
and yanked it to the ground.' Bystanders cheered the demonstrators on. Other statues of Spanish
colonialists had similar fates, with busts of General Cornelia Saavedra and founding father Diego
Portales also being defaced. On October 20 in the northern city of La Serena, a statue of Francisco
de Aguirre was taken town by protestors and replaced by the torso of 'Milanka, Mujer Diaguita,' a
woman belonging to the Diaguita Indigenous community. The word 'genocido,' a Spanish word for
someone who commits genocide, was written underneath the destroyed statue of de Aguirre.
The once-repressed Mapuche flag has become a symbol for all Chileans protesting
against the government, with news outlets calling it an emblem of rebellion. Mapuche
organization leader Aucán Huilcamán stated the rest of Chile now understands the Mapuche
struggle due to the criminalization of the current protests. Thus, the protests mark a moment of
convergence between non-Indigenous Chileans and the Indigenous People in the nation, with both
experiencing economic turmoil and repression, and pushing for reform. This is highlighted by
protest signs loosely quoting Eduardo Galeano, 'todos tenemos sangre mapuche, los pobres en las
venas y los rico en las manos'—we all have Mapuche blood, the poor in their veins and the rich on
their hands.
These protests have continued since the day they began, with thousands still pouring
out onto Chile’s streets to demand change. Although Piñera has made concessions in attempts to
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win his people back over, such as raising taxes on the upper class and raising pensions, protestors
have been left unsatisfied. His approval rating is easily under 20 percent, and the nation’s
currency has fallen to a record low. Now, the fare hike is distant memory: Chileans, including
its Indigenous Peoples, want constitutional reform, in addition to other demands such as the
nationalization of resources and an end to centuries-long government repression of the
Indigenous communities. To quote Stephanie Diaz, a 28-year old sports teacher from
Santiago, 'This protest is not about 30 pesos, but 30 years...It’s been 30 years since the return
to democracy, but we have preserved a constitution made under the dictatorship.'
Under pressure, Piñera listened to the protestors, and on November 15, lawmakers
agreed to hold a referendum on replacing the constitution in April.
On November 5, 2019, Cultural Survival submitted an alternative report to the
Committee on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination (CERD) highlighting the issues that
have been brought to attention during the protests. 'Chile has failed to adequately align its
constitution and national legislation with international standards of Indigenous rights,' it
states, and 'efforts towards consultation with Indigenous Peoples have been multiple but lack
coordination and direction, and depth of engagement with Indigenous Peoples according to
their own forms of decision making and on issues of importance to them.' It goes on to discuss
further issues, such as how Indigenous efforts to protects their rights 'are discredited by the
State’s ongoing discriminatory application of the anti-terrorism laws criminalizing peaceful
protest and is indicative of deep-rooted discrimination against Indigenous groups in Chile.'
This history of discrimination is present not only in the judicial system—including 'systematic
corruption in national polices forces'—in Chile, but also in Chile’s mainstream media. One of the
main recommendations of the report is focused on a new constitution. It recommends that Chile
should 'Continue a process of engagement with Indigenous Peoples regarding the
construction of a new constitution...State actors should travel to Indigenous territories to
engage with Indigenous leadership directly and on their terms...Consultation with Indigenous
Peoples should establish the UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples as the
minimum standard for defining Indigenous rights and should move forward with the
declaration as a starting point…[and[ Indigenous Peoples must be consulted regarding the
functional operationalization of Indigenous political rights into new Chilean law, rather than
simply cultural rights.'
It remains to be seen what the new constitution will include, and how it will be drafted, but
if the people of Chile—both Indigenous and non-Indigenous alike—are not directly included
in its drafting, the political situation of oppression and protest is likely to continue for the
foreseen future."
In Finland, the District Court of Lapland overturned the fines imposed for illegal
fishing on Sami fisherman, holding that the Sami have a right to fish in their home rivers
under the nation's constitution ("Finland: Finland District Court Rules in Favor of Sami Right to
Fish," Cultural Survival Quarterly, September 2019).
A truth commission was being established in Finland, in September 2019, to look into
the past ill treatment of the Sami by the government ("Finland: Truth Commission to Be
Established for Sami," Cultural Survival Quarterly, December 2019).
"New Report Highlights Indigenous Rights Violations in Russia," Cultural Survival, July
11,
2019,
https://www.culturalsurvival.org/news/new-report-highlights-indigenous-rightsviolations-russia, reported, "In June 2019, Dmitry Berezhkov and Pavel Sulyandziga authored a
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report titled, 'Acts of intimidation, criminalization and other types of activities with the aim
to prevent human rights work of Indigenous activists in Russia.” Berezhkov is the director at
Arctic Consult, a database of documentation that Indigenous Peoples have compiled about
their rights on land, resources, and self-determination. Sulyandziga is the chair of the board
at the International Fund for the Development of Indigenous Peoples in Russia “Batani.” The
report highlights how the Russian government has been preventing the work of Indigenous
human rights activists in Russia.
Indigenous Peoples live on a vast range of territories in Russia, although the word
'Indigenous' does not exist in Russian law without a numerical descriptor. 'Indigenous smallnumbered peoples of the North, Siberia and the Far East of the Russian Federation' refers to
over forty Indigenous Peoples with a population of less than 50,000 each. Indigenous Peoples
in Russia occupy a large amount of land due to their nomadic lifestyle. They are among the
poorest groups in the Russian population. They do, however, occupy regions that are rich in
natural resources, and so they have had to contend with the State for their right to maintain
control over these lands.
The Russian State has developed systemic methods to prevent Indigenous human
rights activists from carrying out their work, including smear campaigns, personal
intimidation, and inhibiting activists from crossing the Russian border.
The authors of the report gathered the information from open sources, mass-media and
internal information exchange from the independent, non-formal and officially non-registered
network 'Aborigen Forum', which unites Indigenous experts and activists around Russia with the
aim to protect indigenous peoples rights on lands, resources, and self-determination.
'Lach' is an ethno-ecological information center that was created in 2001 to spread
information about Indigenous People’s rights in the Kamchatka peninsula in Russia. In 2008,
anonymous writers began to publish articles accusing the 'Lach' center of being in 'conflict
with interests of the Russian Federation' by preventing extractive industries from developing,
spreading negative information about the regional government, and sending human rights
reports to the UN.
Because of this smear campaign, 'Lach' lost two of its primary funders, Danish
Environmental Protection Agency (DEPA) and Pacific Environment (PERC -- US), which
had to close their activities in Russia. PERC was added to the list of 'unwanted organizations' in
the Russian Federation, and the “Lach” center had to fire all staff members and cease most of its
activities.
Since 2010, the oil company OJSC Surgutneftegas has been working near the 'Imlor'
Lake in northwest Russian Siberia, where the Khanty Indigenous People have historically
lived. Most of the Khanty people have moved out of the area since then, due to pressure from
the oil company and pollution, but one person, shaman Sergey Kechimov, still lives there. He
has been protesting the pollution caused by this oil company, but law enforcement has been
pushing back against him. For example, in 2015 the oil company accused Kechimov of
threatening to kill oil workers. He denied these charges, but despite this and his poor understanding
of Russian, he was still convicted and sentenced to 30 hours of community service.
In recent years, articles have been published online criticizing Sami activists in Russia
for their connection with those in Scandinavia, and their partnerships with Scandinavian
NGOs. The articles claim that the development of Sami self-governance in Russia is a threat to
Russian state integrity because it promotes separatism.
In 2014, six Sami activists were prevented from leaving the country in order to attend
the first World Conference on Indigenous Peoples. Some of their passports were intentionally
torn by border patrol officers. Others were beaten by unknown perpetrators. Two missed
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their flight to New York because they couldn’t drive to the airport because their car’s tires
were slashed. They then took a taxi to the airport, but the taxi was pulled over three times
and the police checked the activists’ documents. According to the police, a car similar to their
taxi was wanted by the authorities. As a result of these events, the activists missed their flight to
New York.
Another case is that of Ivan Moseev (Pomor). The Pomor people are descendants of the
Russian people that migrated into Northern Russian many ages ago and intermarried with
the Indigenous Tribes there. They are not recognized as Indigenous by the Russian
government, but they have been fighting to be recognized as such. Ivan Moseev was a chair of
the Association of Pomor people in the Archangelsk region, and he and other supporters were
organizing the Pomor people to fight for self-governance, including organizing several Congresses
of the Pomor people. However, the Russian Federal Security Service (FSB) considered these
actions separatism, and took Moseev to court for treason. While the FSB did not prove high
treason in court, Moseev was fined, and he was put on the Russian state list of separatists and
terrorists.
The Centre for the Support of Indigenous Peoples of the North (CSIPN/RITC) is one
of the most prominent indigenous human rights organizations in Russia. Representatives of
the Centre and the chair, Rodion Sulyandziga, have had their rights violated concerning their
political activities. Sulyandziga was one of the six activists who were unable to cross the
Russian border to attend the World Conference on Indigenous Peoples.
In 2015, CSIPN/RITC and two other Indigenous organizations were added to the
Russian authorities’ List of Foreign Agents. While the list is meant to just refer to NGOs that
receive foreign funding and influence political life in Russia, experts have noticed that the
State uses this list to repress independent activity that is poorly connected to political life.
Gennady Schukin is another Indigenous activist who has experienced repression by the
Russian State. Schukin recently focused his efforts on fighting for the self-governance of the
Taimyr region and for the rights of Indigenous hunters. In 2017 he was convicted of organizing
illegal hunting of wild reindeers and so he was unable to participate in the Taimyr regional election
campaign. Schukin declared that the sentence was illegal, and went to the Russian Constitutional
Court. The Court confirmed that Schukin was correct and ordered a reconsideration of the criminal
case on illegal hunting.
The Kemerovo Oblast region is one of the main coal mining areas in Russia. The Shor
People live in villages in the southern part of the region, and Shor activists have been
protesting the coal mining, which keeps moving further south. A smear campaign was
launched against the Shor activists, and after several street protests, the police told Yana
Tannagasheva, a leader of the Shor community, that she was criminally responsible for
organizing the actions. She was also fired from her position as a teacher and received threats
from the police regarding her activism.
Indigenous representatives have also experienced smear campaigns or pressure from
authorities before or after their engagement with one of the UN events regarding human
rights. There are numerous cases of the Russian Federation intimidating and taking criminal action
against Indigenous rights activists, including against the authors of this report, Dmitry Berezhkov
and Pavel Sulyandziga.
Dmitry Berezhkov is an Indigenous human rights activist that got started in 2001 at the
'Lach' Information center in the Kamchatka peninsula. He eventually became the Vice President of
the Russian Association of Indigenous Peoples of the North (Raipon) in Moscow. In 2004, he
began negotiating with local FSB officers about the violations of Indigenous peoples’ rights to fish
in Kamchatka. In 2010, an FSB officer asked him to write a false report that Raipon was engaging
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in activities that were anti-state, and Berezhkov refused. In 2011 he was interrogated by the police
about Raipon’s activities, and he was told by his friend in the FSB that he would have problems
with the FSB if he did not cooperate with them, and so Berezhkov moved out of Moscow for
security reasons.
He moved to Norway to continue his activism, but there he was arrested by Norwegian
police in 2013 just after a meeting for the World Conference on Indigenous Peoples. This happened
per request from the Russian General Prosecutor’s office, which blamed Berezhkov for fraud.
However, after two court sessions in Norway, the request from Russia was confirmed politically
motivated, and so Berezhkov has been able to receive political asylum in Russia so he can continue
his work.
Pavel Sulyandziga has been one of the leaders of the Russian Indigenous human rights
movement since the late 1980s. He was one of the Udege leaders that protected their territories
from logging companies. From 1997 to 2010 he was the first Vice President of Raipon in Moscow.
In Russia, he was also a Chair of the Board of the International Foundation for the Development of
Indigenous Peoples “Batani.” Since 2010, Russian authorities have developed smear campaigns
against Sulyandziga and used intimidation to try to prevent his activities. In a confidential
analytical report of the Presidential Administration in 2012, Sulyandziga was described as a
“poorly controlled person, who negatively comments on the situation of Indigenous Peoples’ rights
in Russia at international forums.” Also in 2012, when Sulyandziga announced that he would run
for President of Raipon, and in the next year the Russian Ministry of Justice attempted to shut
Raipon down.
In 2015, Russian law recognized the Batani foundation, which Sulyandziga chaired, as a
'foreign agent,' and in 2017 the foundation was liquidated by the Russian Ministry of Justice. Pavel
moved to the U.S. with his family and applied for political asylum, but continues to be labelled as a
“foreign agent” by Russian representatives.
There are numerous similarities across the experiences of Russian Indigenous human
rights activists. Many are the victims of smear campaigns that attempt to paint these activists
as working with Western nations against the interests of the state or promoting separatism.
One especially noteworthy example is the case when six activists from four different regions were
stopped in some way by Russian authorities when they were on their way to the World Conference
on Indigenous Peoples. Indigenous activists often experience difficulties with authorities when
crossing the border into or out of Russia. The activities Russian authorities are engaging in is not a
random coincidence, but a coordinated effort to prevent the work of Indigenous human rights
activists.
Read the full report here: https://www.culturalsurvival.org/sites/default/files/2019.05Berezhkov-D.-and-Sulyandziga-P.-Criminalization-of-indigenous-activists-inRussia%20%281%29%20%281%29.pdf."
Anton Troianovski, "‘An Exorcism Must Be Done’: An Anti-Putin Shaman Sets Off
Unrest,"
The
New
York
Times,
October
9,
2019,
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/10/09/world/europe/shaman-putin-dissent.html, reported that in
Russia, "A long-haired shaman arrived on foot from the frozen north, dragging a cart with yurt
poles and a stove, and preaching that the president is a demon. Days later, a cabby, invoking the
shaman, strode up to the Kremlin-allied mayor of this Siberian city, yelled a string of grievances
and posted his rant on YouTube.
Public protests erupted and continued for weeks, but the shaman kept walking west —
headed to Moscow, 'the heart of evil,' he said, to exorcise Russia’s president, Vladimir V. Putin.
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Then, what he called 'dark forces' — a SWAT team — packed him onto a plane to Yakutsk,
a remote regional capital in eastern Siberia."
"Exposed: WWF Execs Knew They Were Funding Rights Abuses in Africa, But Kept
Report
Under
Wraps,"
Survival
International,
October 18, 2019,
https://www.survivalinternational.org/news/12247, reported, "A new and devastating
investigation by Buzzfeed News has revealed that the charity’s director & board had detailed
evidence of 'widespread' atrocities being committed by rangers it funds and equips, but kept
the information secret.
It’s the latest finding from a Buzzfeed investigation that has brought to light a series of
secret WWF reports, proving the organization has known for years that the rangers it funds
in central Africa commit gross human rights abuses among the local population.
Survival International has been highlighting these abuses, among the Baka and Bayaka
people, for more than three decades, but WWF has always claimed ignorance.
It’s now proven that the highest levels of management in WWF have known about the
abuses, but continued funding and equipping the rangers, and pushing for the creation of yet
more protected areas on Baka and Bayaka land.
Buzzfeed has revealed a series of reports:
- April 2015: WWF commissioned an indigenous expert to prepare a report on the
charity’s work in Cameroon. He found WWF “shared responsibility” for ranger violence.
- July 2017: WWF sent a consultant to a proposed new park, Messok Dja, in the Rep.
of Congo. He found villagers were afraid of “repression from eco-guards.”
- January 2018: WWF asked UK-based human rights lawyer Paul Chiy to follow up
on the 2015 Cameroon report. He finds “valid” and “grossly understated” evidence of human
rights abuses.
- December 2018: WWF asked Chiy to conduct another assessment into parks it funds
in Dem. Rep. of Congo, Rep. of Congo and Central African Republic. Its contents are
unknown.
- March 2019: A confidential report commissioned by WWF and the Congolese
government finds evidence that WWF-backed rangers raped pregnant women and tortured
villagers.
The charity is now being investigated by authorities in the U.S., UK and
Germany. Survival is campaigning for the organization to scrap its plans for a new protected
area, Messok Dja, in the Congo, which does not have the Baka’s consent.
Survival International Director Stephen Corry said today: 'WWF has known that it funds
human rights violations and criminal activity for years, even decades. That’s not an unfortunate
consequence of its work, it’s built into its core beliefs and way of working, and always has been. It
wants to control large areas of the world which actually belong to others, so it uses its money and
power to dominate them. It’s a disaster for environmentalism as it’s destroying the very people
who are the best conservationists. The wider environmental movement remains silent when
confronted with this because it is also widely dominated by the power and money of WWF and
similar big NGOs.'”
"Germany freezes funding to WWF following human rights abuse in Congo," Cultural
Survival,
July 25, 2019,
https://www.survivalinternational.org/news/12178,
https://www.survivalinternational.org/news/12178, reported, "The German government has
frozen funding to WWF following a series of investigations by Buzzfeed revealing that the
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charity funds, equips, and works directly with forces that have tortured, raped and killed
people.
WWF has repeatedly suppressed accusations of violence and abuse. Earlier this
month, BuzzFeed revealed that WWF had kept evidence of gang rape and torture at its
German- and US- funded Salonga park under wraps.
Investigations into WWF’s involvement in atrocities against indigenous people are
also underway in the US and UK. In the US, lawmakers on the House Committee on Natural
Resources are looking into whether American taxpayer money has gone to forces that have
committed human rights abuses. In the UK, the Charity Commission is investigating whether
WWF’s UK branch conducts proper due diligence to ensure it does not financially support
violence.
The frozen funds were earmarked to go to the Salonga National Park in the Democratic
Republic of Congo, where WWF had concealed evidence of gang rape and torture. A confidential
report commissioned by the charity found that guards had raped and tortured four women, two of
whom were pregnant, and had tied male villagers’ penises with fishing lines. Documents seen by
BuzzFee
d show that WWF requested that German authorities treat all details of the
investigation and its findings in a “non-public fashion.”
Survival International has been campaigning since the early 1990s against atrocities
committed by rangers funded and supported by WWF. Director Stephen Corry said today:
'Let’s hope the German decision is the start of real change on the ground. For decades,
governments have funded well-documented land theft and human rights abuses by big conservation
NGOs. Taxpayers shouldn’t tolerate it, nor should the EU Commission, still one of the biggest
funders of Messok Dja protected area, in Congo, which is stealing Baka land today.'”
The Association for the Survival of the Cultural Heritage of the Nyindu Indigenous
Peoples (ASPHAN) in the Democratic Republic of Congo received a grant from the Keepers
of the Earth Fund to create a first dictionary of the Kinyindu language and a calendar
demonstrating their traditional system of time (Association for the Survival of the Cultural
Heritage of the Nyindu Indigenous Peoples (ASPHAN),Democratic Republic of Congo,
"Revitalizing the Kinyindu language," Cultural Survival, December 2019).
The Centre for Humanitarian Dialogue (HD Centre), "Dafi, Samoko, Fulani, Dogon and
Bozo communities sign peace agreement in Baye in the Mopti region of Mali," July 26, 2019,
http://secure.campaigner.com/csb/Public/show/dyiz-17swl7--ltp2e-7fh5qj68, reported, "The Dafi,
Samoko, Fulani, Dogon and Bozo communities of the Baye municipality, located in the area
("circle") of Bankass and the region of Mopti in Mali, signed a peace agreement on Thursday,
25 July 2019 in Baye. The Agreement puts an end to a year-long intercommunal conflict among
these communities.
The Baye Agreement is a result of mediation efforts supported in the past month by
the Centre for Humanitarian Dialogue (HD). Signed by five community leaders on behalf of the
parties, the Agreement puts an end to a year of intercommunal conflicts marked by the loss of lives,
displacement of populations, massive theft of livestock and severe restrictions on the freedom of
movement of goods and persons.
Through this Agreement, both communities have committed to:
Making an appeal to the community armed groups to put an immediate end to the violence;
Referring to the competent authorities in case of threats or attacks and strongly denouncing all acts
of violence committed in the future by members of their community;
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Contributing to lifting all embargoes imposed on villages and markets, and facilitating in
the rapid return of all displaced persons;
Opposing the theft of livestock regardless of which community the owner is a member of,
and facilitating the smooth functioning of rural and pastoral activities;
Informing and raising awareness among community leaders to commit to peace and to only
disseminate peaceful messages through social media;
Urging authorities to take all necessary steps to ensure the security of populations and their
belongings in the concerned area and in the region of Mopti in general.
'Since the Ogossagou massacre and with the intensification of clashes between armed
groups, the smooth functioning of the 2019 transhumance period and agricultural season is severely
under threat,' said Abdel Kader Sidibé, HD’s Head of Mission for the Sahel. "The Agreement
symbolizes the willingness of the Baye communities to reverse this trend and can foster other
similar initiatives.” Originating from the struggle for access to natural resources, this conflict was
exacerbated by the strong presence of community armed groups and jihadists in the Circle of
Bankass.
The mediation process, which was supported by HD, brought together and engaged all the
leaders of the different communities, women and youth, members of the municipality of Baye, state
authorities, as well as elected officials. The community leaders involved in the process informed
local armed groups at each step to ensure their support in the implementation of the Agreement.
HD intends to continue its work by supporting the follow-up committee created at the time
of the signature and which is responsible for overseeing the implementation of the Agreement.
The Baye Agreement is part of HD’s mediation efforts aiming to support stabilization
efforts in the border regions of Mali, Niger and Burkina Faso.
HD would like to express its gratitude to Canada for its support to its activities in the
region.
A copy of the Baye Peace Agreement is available here: https://www.hdcentre.org/wpcontent/uploads/2019/07/Accord-de-Baye.pdf.
For any further enquiries, please send us an email to: pr@hdcentre.org."
The Centre for Humanitarian Dialogue (HD Centre), "Signing of a humanitarian
agreement between farmer and herder communities as well as hunters from the area of
Djenné in Mali, http://secure.campaigner.com/csb/Public/show/dyiz-18dj76--lx1vp-7fh5qj67,
reported August 2, 2019, "
Bambara and Bozo farmers, Fulani herders as well as hunters from the area (‘circle’)
of Djenné signed a humanitarian agreement on Thursday, 1 August 2019 through which they
have committed to guaranteeing the physical integrity and the freedom of movement of
people, goods and livestock in the Circle of Djenné in the Mopti region of Mali.
The Agreement is the result of ten months of mediation efforts led by the Centre for
Humanitarian Dialogue (HD). It was signed in Djenné by representatives of the farmers and
hunters (a self-defence group which protects the farmers’ interests) as well as Fulani leaders, in the
presence of the Malian authorities represented by the Prefect of the Circle of Djenné.
Through this Agreement, the parties have committed:
To ceasing and preventing any resort to violence against civilians;
To respecting established transhumance corridors and facilitating the transhumance process;
Not to impede the agricultural season/campaign;
To easing the population’s access to weekly fairs and health centres in the area of Djenné;
To encouraging community leaders to commit themselves to peace through the
dissemination of messages of cohesion and appeasement;
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To opposing the theft of livestock regardless of which community the cattle’s owner is a
member of, and facilitating the search for stolen goods and livestock.
The humanitarian Agreement puts an end to more than two years of intercommunal clashes
between (Bambara and Bozo) farmers and Fulani herders which have caused the death of about a
hundred people and the displacement of more than 5,000 persons. The intercommunal conflict,
which originates from a struggle for access to natural resources, was exacerbated by the presence in
the area of Djenné of jihadist armed groups as well as the emergence of the hunters’ self-defence
group.
The mediation process, which was initiated at the request of the communities and the local
authorities themselves, involved all the parties which have an influence over the conflict, including
leaders of the Fulani, Bambara and Bozo communities, officials from the group of hunters, as well
as women and youth representatives from all communities. Malian authorities have also been kept
closely informed of progress in the mediation process by HD.
A first agreement was signed in Djenné by farmers and herders in November last year. This
agreement allowed for a first peaceful seasonal move of livestock. The 1st August Agreement is
more inclusive and has a greater reach than the November 2018 one.' Abdelkader Sidibé, HD’s
Head of Mission for the Sahel, explained. 'It demonstrates that mutual trust is gradually being
restored between the communities, and represents another step towards intercommunal
reconciliation. The Malian authorities’ support will be instrumental in consolidating this milestone.'
HD will remain involved in the Circle of Djenné, supporting the follow-up committee (setup during the Agreement’s signing ceremony) in charge of overseeing the implementation of the
Agreement.
The Djenné Agreement is part of HD’s mediation initiative which seeks to support
stabilization efforts in the regions of Mopti and Ségou in Central Mali.
HD would like to thank the Kingdom of Denmark for its support to the organisation's
activities in Mali and in the Sahel.
A copy of the Djenné Humanitarian Agreement is available in French at:
https://www.hdcentre.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/08/Accord-humanitaire-entre-lescommunautés-dagriculteurs-déleveurs-et-les-chasseurs-dozons-du-cercle-de-Djenné-1er-août2019.pdf. For any further enquiries, please send us an email to: pr@hdcentre.org."
"Crisis in Ethiopia: People are being killed and children are starving while the world
ignores
this
crisis,"
Care,
July
24,
2019,
http://view.mc.care.org/?qs=8c481728438066464463a8bceb3c79a32dbefe3ffc08b4417fedffc0472a
bfda4c6eced6690e440b2a98ad0966725ddf9bc4a7d8f6ba7c263d091f1e016e8512856d43feeebbcc7
bbd144477485d9c50, reported, "There is a massive humanitarian crisis happening! But it’s
completely off the world’s radar. More than 1 million children and families in Ethiopia are
displaced and at risk of extreme hunger. Deadly violence is escalating, and six years of
consecutive drought are taking an unrecoverable toll on people there.
More than 800,000 fled violence to neighboring countries in the first part of last year alone.
Severe drought is worsening extreme hunger; children are impacted the most.
Lack of clean water makes the outbreak of deadly disease more likely.
Living conditions are deteriorating every day for everyone
As this crisis worsens by the day, an entire country is suffering in silence. We must do
everything we can to help those who have been forgotten."
"Six consecutive years of drought and current violence are spawning massive
displacements. Last year, Ethiopia’s worst drought in decades was fueled by the El Niño weather
pattern — dangerous for a country where more than 80% of the people are farmers. Living
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conditions are worsening, the number of malnourished children is constantly growing, and women
and girls are at risk of abuse."
Maria Gerth-Niculescu, "Ethiopia’s ethnic violence shows Abiy’s vulnerability," ECADF,
July 1, 2019, July 1, 2019," https://ecadforum.com/2019/07/01/ethiopias-ethnic-violence-showsabiys-vulnerability/, reported, "Isso, along with hundreds of thousands of people of the Gedeo
ethnic minority, had run from violent clashes between Gedeos and neighboring Oromos,
Ethiopia’s largest ethnic group.
The looting and killing was triggered by long-simmering conflict over land."
The crisis is undermining the position of Prime Minister Abiy.
Simon Marks, "Protests in Ethiopia Threaten to Mar Image of Its Nobel-Winning Leader,"
The
New
York
Times,
October
23,
2019,
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/10/23/world/africa/ethiopia-protest-abiy.html, reported, "Protests
against Prime Minister Abiy Ahmed of Ethiopia erupted on Wednesday, threatening to taint
the aura around his newly won Nobel Peace Prize, after a prominent critic accused the police
of attempting to orchestrate an attack on him.
The accusations made by the critic, Jawar Mohammed, founder of an independent media
network, fueled simmering political tensions in the landlocked nation of 110 million, the most
populous in Africa after Nigeria. The protests came a day after Mr. Abiy warned in Parliament that
unidentified media owners were fomenting ethnic unrest."
"The supporters, of the Oromo ethnic group, denounced the prime minister, who won
the 2019 Nobel Peace Prize less than two weeks ago for his work in ending the protracted war
between Ethiopia and neighboring Eritrea, and restoring some political freedoms in his country."
ICG, "Time for Ethiopia to Bargain with Sidama over Statehood," Briefing 146 / Africa 4
July 2019, https://www.crisisgroup.org/africa/horn-africa/ethiopia/b146-time-ethiopia-bargainsidama-overstatehood?utm_source=Sign+Up+to+Crisis+Group%27s+Email+Updates&utm_campaign=d01388
d23aEMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2019_07_04_10_36&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_1dab8c11ead01388d23a-359871089, commented, "Southern Ethiopia’s largest ethnic group, the Sidama, is
set to declare a new regional state on 18 July. To reduce conflict risks, the Sidama should
resolve sensitive issues before forming the entity, while the government should urgently
organise a constitutionally mandated referendum on the question.
What’s new? Officials representing the Sidama, southern Ethiopia’s largest ethnic
group, are threatening to unilaterally declare the formation of a new regional state within
Ethiopia’s federation on 18 July, unless the government meets a constitutionally mandated
deadline to organise a referendum on the issue before that date.
Why does it matter? Prime Minister Abiy Ahmed’s planned transition toward multiparty democracy has already been marred by violence. If the federal government accedes to
the Sidama’s constitutional demands without proper preparation, it could aggravate deadly
unrest. But seeking to frustrate the demands is equally perilous.
What should be done? Abiy should offer Sidama leaders a referendum date that is the
earliest operationally feasible. If the Sidama still declare their state unilaterally on 18 July,
they should delay its formation until sensitive issues, particularly relating to multi-ethnic
Hawassa city, are resolved.
I. Overview
273

Leaders of the Sidama people in southern Ethiopia have threatened to unilaterally declare their own
regional state within Ethiopia’s federation on 18 July 2019. Each of the country’s ethnic groups is
constitutionally entitled to a vote on forming a new state if its governing council requests one. The
poll is supposed to take place within a year of the request, which in the Sidama’s case came on 18
July 2018. Yet with the deadline for the vote only two weeks away, the Ethiopian authorities have
neither set a date nor started preparations. If poorly managed, Sidama statehood aspirations could
fuel violence and deepen an ongoing crisis within Ethiopia’s ruling coalition. Prime Minister Abiy
Ahmed and other coalition leaders should seek agreement with Sidama leaders, ideally on a later
referendum date. If that proves impossible, and the Sidama declare a new state unilaterally, then
their leaders should delay the state’s implementation while the parties resolve contentious issues.
Deploying the army to stop the Sidama from declaring statehood, as Abiy seems ready to do, risks
provoking greater bloodshed.
With little time remaining, the government has no good option. Granting the Sidama their
state could trigger unrest in the restive Southern Nations Nationalities and Peoples Regional State
that is home to around one fifth of Ethiopia’s more than 100 million people. A particular flashpoint
is Hawassa city, now the Southern Nations regional capital, which the Sidama intend to designate
as their own capital, potentially provoking opposition and triggering a fraught contest for what are
currently Southern Nations’ assets. Minorities in the city and elsewhere could resist the new
Sidama state. Moreover, its formation would intensify other statehood demands, particularly those
of the Wolayta, the second largest ethnic group in the south. It could catalyse a violent unravelling
of the Southern Nations.
Conversely, seeking to block Sidama statehood would likely lead to mass protests by
Sidama that could also turn lethal. The Sidama are in no mood to accept further delays to forming a
state for which they have long campaigned. Their quest has gathered momentum that will be hard
to stop. Sidama activists from the Ejjetto (“hero”, in the Sidama language) movement that has
spearheaded the campaign say failing to hold the vote on time would breach their constitutional
rights and justify self-declaration. The Ethiopian constitution and electoral laws make no provision
for what happens if a statehood referendum does not take place within a year of its request, beyond
that the upper house of parliament should resolve any dispute.
The Southern Nations upheaval comes at a difficult time for the country. Since assuming
office, Prime Minister Abiy has embarked upon important reforms but contended with burgeoning
inter-ethnic violence, which has killed thousands and displaced millions in the past two years. The
Ethiopian Peoples’ Revolutionary Democratic Front (EPRDF), the ruling coalition which
comprises four regional parties, is fraying. The EPRDF party that governs Southern Nations has
lost most of its authority. The EPRDF parties representing Ethiopia’s two large ethnic groups, the
Amhara and Oromia, are squeezed by ascendant ethno-nationalist movements within their own
regions and, in response, have adopted harder-line positions in power sharing and territorial
disputes. The killings of five top officials, including the military chief of staff, on 22 June, both
reflected the EPRDF’s internal crisis and threaten to aggravate it. The EPRDF has proved
incapable of responding effectively to the brewing crisis in Southern Nations, while national
security concerns have hardened the mood in the capital Addis Ababa.
It is imperative that Prime Minister Abiy and federal authorities hold immediate talks
with Sidama leaders. Deploying the security forces in a bid to prevent the Sidama from selfdeclaring may prove costly. It could leave Ethiopian troops policing mass Sidama protests
that turn violent, pitting protesters against security forces and Sidama against other
ethnicities. Instead, Prime Minister Abiy should seek an agreement with Sidama leaders that
ideally entails a date for a referendum as early as operationally feasible, and, assuming that
voters in that plebiscite endorse the proposal, a timeline for that state’s formation. For their
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part, Sidama leaders should accept such a compromise, which would hew closely to the
constitution and would carry the smallest risk of conflict.
If it proves impossible to reach such an agreement and Sidama leaders move toward
declaring their own state on 18 July, they should at a minimum agree to delay its formation
to give themselves time to resolve contentious issues related to the new state. Particularly
important is to soon reach agreement among federal and regional authorities, Sidama leaders
and other Southern Nations ethnic groups’ leaders on plans for Hawassa, a fair division of
regional assets and the relocation of the Southern Nations capital. The government also must
manage other statehood aspirations that the Sidama’s new state will likely fuel. Prime
Minister Abiy and other senior officials should build on a regional government study to
negotiate with other groups on arrangements for a possible new configuration of multi-ethnic
southern states formed from the rump Southern Nations. International partners and the
federal government could offer increased budgetary support to help fund the new states and
offset losses from the inclusion of relatively prosperous Hawassa within the new Sidama
state."
Simon Marks, "After a Massacre, Ethiopia’s Leader Faces Anger, and a Challenger: Prime
Minister Abiy Ahmed, who won this year’s Nobel Peace Prize, now faces an influential competitor
— Jawar Mohammed, the founder of a media network and a former ally," The New York Times,
November
18,
2019,
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/11/18/world/africa/ethiopia-jawarmohammed-abiy-ahmed.html, reported, "Sitting at a table in a state conference room in the capital,
Addis Ababa, the two men [Jawar Mohammed, a media baron and one of Ethiopia’s most
prominent political activists, and Prime Minister Abiy Ahm] met on November 3 to talk about
preventing more of the ethnic violence that erupted in October after Mr. Jawar’s supporters
began protesting his botched arrest. Eighty-six people died in two days.
Since the bloody protests, the two men have agreed to tone down the violence, and Mr.
Jawar has announced plans to take his case to the ballot box. He intends to run in next year’s
elections to unseat Mr. Abiy, his one-time ally."
"Ethiopia has nine semiautonomous regions, where ethnic conflict is rampant and
groups that have been newly empowered by the recent democratic overhaul are demanding
the ability to run their own affairs.
One ethnic group — the Sidama — is seeking to create a 10th semiautonomous region.
A referendum that would decide the matter is scheduled for Wednesday, and there are fears
that the vote could descend into further violence."
Katherine Hamilton, "Ethiopian Development Projects Devastate Indigenous
Communities, Report
Says,
Cultural
Survival,
August
2,
2019,
https://www.culturalsurvival.org/news/ethiopian-development-projects-devastate-indigenouscommunities-report-says, reported, "A series of new development programs in Ethiopia’s
Lower Omo Valley has resulted in disastrous consequences for local Indigenous communities,
a new report from the Oakland Institute says. The report, “How They Tricked Us” includes
findings from field research with the Mursi, Bodi, and Kwegu Peoples who are reeling from
the impacts of the Gibe III Dam and Kuraz Sugarcane Development Project (KSDP).
Government promises of compensation to Indigenous Peoples have been repeatedly broken,
and resettlement and aid efforts deeply inadequate.
The Omo Valley of southern Ethiopia is home to over 12 Indigenous Tribes, eight of
which rely significantly on the Omo River for livelihood, culture, and identity. The river and
its floods allow for many of these groups’ traditional agriculture practices, as well as upkeep
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of cattle, which are an integral part of both survival and societal practices, like marriage and
other ceremonies. Among the Omo Valley tribes are the Dassanech, Nyangatom, Murle,
Kara, and Mugudji, but the report by the Oakland Institute focused mainly on the Bodi,
Mursi, and Northern Kwegu Peoples, who they stated were hardest hit by recent
development projects.
The Gibe III Dam and sugarcane plantations came about as part of a 1996 African
Development Omo-Gibe Masterplan. Dam construction began in 2006 and land allocation for
plantations occurred five years later. From the very start, major environmental concerns have been
raised and human rights abuses reported, including forced evictions, crop destruction, and rape.
Significant donors such as the World Bank, African Development Bank, and European Investment
Bank originally refused to fund the dam due to its social and environmental violations. However,
the World Bank eventually provided indirect financial support, along with funding from the China
Development Bank and Ethiopian Sugar Corporation.
No environmental and social impact assessment was done for the Gibe III Dam and
the assessment of the Kuraz sugarcane project took place after construction began and was
never publicly released.
In the early days of planning for the Gibe Dam, the Ethiopian government made clear the
many benefits it would have for local communities. They cited the massive 2006 flood as hugely
devastating to regional populations of the area, but in reality, it yielded an unusually abundant
harvest and may not have caused the chaos described by dam supporters. Flooding is a vital aspect
to the agriculture and livelihood practices of the Mursi Peoples who reside around the Omo River,
but with the Gibe III Dam, these floods seem to be permanently stopped. The report interviewed
over 40 Mursi in the Omo Valley, and all of them reported that there had been no floods since the
dam first started producing energy in 2015.
During construction, the Ethiopian government vowed to continue artificial floods in
order to account for the needs of the Mursi Peoples. The dam construction company, Salini,
incorporated a flood gate into the dam and promised to open it to create floods for ten days of
the year. However, Salini later revealed in a statement that these artificial floods were to be
temporary as a transition period for the Mursi to shift from traditional agriculture practices
to more “modern” development. Additionally, a 2010 review of the dam noted that the
controlled floods were unlikely to ever be released; a ten-day pause in electricity production
would cause a revenue loss of 7-10 million USD and the flood would potentially damage
irrigation infrastructure downstream.
Already, the lack of flooding has resulted in immediate and measurable harm to
Mursi communities. According to the Institute, field research was done in an atmosphere of
intense hunger among the Mursi, who are now sustaining themselves on the milk and blood
from their cattle and the small amount of grain that can be exchanged for the cattle.
Additionally, some Mursi have moved to the resettlement plots that were allotted, but the
sites were too small to sufficiently feed a family. In one site, a family cultivated a maize crop,
only to have it plowed over and replaced by a sugarcane plantation. Other promises of the
resettlement sites, including schooling, health care, and food aid, have remained unfulfilled.
Reports from both the Mursi and the Bodi seem to show that the Ethiopian government
is pressuring Indigenous Peoples to stop traditional cattle herding in order to transition
toward modern development practices. Many people chose to leave resettlement sites because
the government was threatening to seize or kill their cattle, according to one testimony. The
Bodi are also told repeatedly that they can only have two head of cattle per household.
The Northern Kwegu have also been forced into resettlement sites due to loss of
livelihoods. Almost all their territory has been overtaken for sugarcane plantations, but the
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massive job opportunities they were guaranteed have not materialized – only four percent of
the predicted 700,000 jobs have actually employed Indigenous residents. Some Kwegu men
have been employed by the government to hunt buffalo that eat sugarcane, but these jobs are
temporary and low-paid, causing them to “live a precarious existence dependent on the whims of
the government,” according to the Oakland Institute. The pressure to abandon traditional
livelihoods has increased dependence in Indigenous communities that have long evaded state
control.
The plantation jobs have also altered the demographics on the Omo Valley, as a
majority of the employment is given to migrants from other parts of Ethiopia. The increased
migrant population has increased HIV infections and alcohol accessibility in the region.
Within communities, as well, there has been fracturing between those who support and
benefit from the plantations and those who are against it. Recently, 13 died in a night
shooting over disagreements about the sugarcane.
Along with local impacts, both projects have been economic failures. With most of the
budget for the sugarcane plantations spent, the project is still only about halfway finished.
The dam project has also gone over-budget, contributing to, rather than addressing,
Ethiopia’s monumental foreign debt.
Currently, the Gibe IV and V Dam projects are underway, threatening to further
harm Indigenous communities of the Omo Valley. The Institute’s report concludes by
making a call for action and recognition from the Ethiopian government. The nation’s new
Prime Minister, Abiy Ahmed has made promises to focus more on human rights and equity,
and the report argues that this must focus particularly on the lower Omo region.
Additionally, it is vital that the government acknowledges the failures of its development
projects and acts to compensate for the harm it has already caused.
Read the full report here: https://www.oaklandinstitute.org/gibe-dam-sugarcane-plantationssouthwest-ethiopia."
China has said it has closed its Uighur detention centers, but research by the New York
Times makes it appear that they are still operating at a high level ("China Said It Closed
Muslim Detention Camps. There’s Reason to Doubt That," The New York Times, August 9, 2019,
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/08/09/world/asia/china-xinjiang-muslim-detention.html).
Dev Kumar Sunuwar, "Community Radio Helps Indigenous Peoples Win Legal Battle
Against
Nepalese
Government,"
Cultural
Survival,
June
19,
2019,
https://www.culturalsurvival.org/news/community-radio-helps-indigenous-peoples-win-legalbattle-against-nepalese-government, reported, "The Newar Indigenous Peoples in Kathmandu,
Nepal, who have battled for over seven years for justice against an illegal road expansion,
finally achieved a victory in their legal fight against the government. On June 30, 2018, the
Supreme Court of Nepal issued a judgement directing the government to compensate the
concerned landowners and conduct road widening only with the consent of the local people
impacted. Following the judgement, National Human Rights Commission asked the
government to comply with the legal procedure and immediately ensure the rights of Newar
Peoples to their land and territories.
'The triumph is also because of public awareness about their rights secured in
international law and advocacy to the concerned authority,' says Suresh Prasad Sayanju, station
manager of Radio Janasanchar, one of Cultural Survival’s Community Media Grant Project
partners. With a grant from the Project, Radio Janasanchar, a community radio station
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established in 2009 by a group of Newar communities, organized 20 public debates about the
impact of the road expansion and also produced and widely broadcast radio documentaries.
According to Sayanju, the debate organized by Radio Janasanchar complemented the
efforts to overcome the struggles of Newar communities. Their effort also prompted Newar
members to organize themselves into a committee and put pressure on the government to
respect the right of the Newar community to development.
Development projects in Nepal are often conducted by state and private entities on the
lands and territories of Indigenous Peoples and are planned and constructed without
obtaining Free, Prior and Informed Consent and without meaningful participation in the
decision making process by impacted communities.
'The road expansion was against the principle of the self-determined development of
Indigenous Peoples,' says Advocate Shankar Limbu, who was one of the leading advocates at
Lawyers Association for Human Rights of Indigenous Peoples (LAHURNIP), who took up the
case against the road expansion and who compelled the Supreme Court to direct the stop to
displacement by the project.
According to Limbu, the road expansion across Kathmandu Valley was done illegally,
without giving prior information and without paying fair compensation to those impacted. It is
estimated that over 150,000 people have been displaced from their land, and about 90 percent of
them are Newar Indigenous Peoples, who were forced out of their homes and off their lands.
In 2011, the government initiated the road expansion drive in the Kathmandu Valley to
address traffic congestion. In an 8-year period, a total of 999 km of roads were widened. The road
expansion added misery to the lives of many locals, making some places look like a war zone.
Authorities bulldozed individual houses including heritage structures like temples. Authorities did
not consider it necessary to consult with the affected communities. Many were evicted forcibly,
many suffered mental illness and some even committed suicide, as they lost all their belongings
and faced grave realities.
Newar communities then undertook continuous street protests, filed litigation in courts and
judicial bodies and also in with various UN mechanisms, citing the government’s failure to conduct
meaningful consultation and pay proper compensation to the victims.
Nepal is party to ILO Convention no. 169 and has endorsed the UN Declaration on the
Rights of Indigenous Peoples (UNDRIP), two major international legal guiding procedures for
governments in undertaking development projects on Indigenous lands and territories. Both the
international laws require the government to obtain the Free, Prior and Informed Consent of
Indigenous Peoples before carrying out a project that could potentially affect their lifeways and
livelihoods. In this case, neither were the Newar consulted, nor were they provided information
beforehand, nor given fair compensation.
Road widening was also undertaken against national legal provisions. Article 3 of the
Environment Protection Act of 1986 clearly requires environmental impact assessments to be
conducted prior to undertaking any development projects and requires plans to address or mitigate
impacts on the environment caused by development works. Article 27 of Nepal’s new Constitution
from 2015 guarantees the right to live in a healthy and clean environment, also Article 30 ensures
the right of individuals to have access to any information affecting them. The Local Governance
Act of 1999 ensures the meaningful participation of Indigenous Peoples in the decision making of
any development being undertaken on their lands and territories.
The Newar, who are one of the 59 Indigenous Peoples recognized in Nepal and are original
inhabitants of the Kathmandu Valley, are not against the development. They are aware that wider
roads eventually benefits them as well, as it will increase the value of their land. They are
protesting because the road expansion was carried out haphazardly, without Free, Prior and
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Informed Consent, without assessing its social and cultural effects and had no plans to address
them, and did not involve the impacted communities in decision-making processes.
'We are not against the development. The development is meant for empowering people,'
says Suman Sayami, coordinator of Kathmandu Valley-wide Struggle Committee, 'the road
expansion drive in Kathmandu Valley has destroyed our houses, temples, heritage sites
haphazardly. Government has never consulted with us or gave us any information in regards to the
road expansion.'
The proper implementation of the landmark judgement by the Nepalese government is yet
to be seen."
"UN Special Rapporteur Raises Concerns On The Rights Of Indigenous Peoples In The
Congo," Cultural Survival, November 6, 2019, https://www.culturalsurvival.org/news/un-specialrapporteur-raises-concerns-rights-indigenous-peoples-congo, reported," UN Special Rapporteur
on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples Victoria Tauli-Corpuz undertook an official mission to
the Republic of Congo at the invitation of the Congolese government on October 14-October
24, 2019 and recently released her final report. The purpose of the mission was to assess progress
made in the implementation of Indigenous rights. Tauli-Corpuz met with Indigenous
representatives in Brazzaville from the Lekoumou, Pool, and Plateaux departments and travelled
800 km north to meet with three Indigenous forest communities in Pokola and Kabo, speaking with
members and representatives of the Ngatongo, Bomassa, Peke and Djaka communities.
Tauli-Corpuz congratulated the Congolese government for adopting Law No. 5-2011,
celebrating its foundation for Indigenous Peoples to claim their rights, protect their cultures,
and access social services. Indigenous Peoples were also recognized in the new Constitution in
article 16. The Congolese government is taking steps to initiate access to basic social services
and education for its Indigenous population.
Unfortunately, the observations of the previous Special Rapporteur on the Rights of
Indigenous Peoples James Anaya remain the same. There is no representation of Indigenous
people in dominant positions of the government and Indigenous peoples continue to suffer
threats and violations to their basic human rights in ways not experienced by the Bantu
majority. What is especially concerning is that most government officials assured TauliCorpuz that no such discrimination exists and that any issues they face are the same issues
non-Indigenous Peoples face in the Congo. While the Bantu also suffer from a lack of
services, that does not negate the history of persecution against Indigenous Peoples in the
country.
While Law No. 5-2011 is a breakthrough for Indigenous Peoples, it does not recognize
the discrimination Indigenous people still face and does not offer solutions on how to combat
it. The draft National Action Plan (NAP) to Improve the Quality of Life of Indigenous Peoples
(2019-2021) says Indigenous Peoples '…still suffer from marginalization and discrimination
in all sectors of social life; their access to basic social services is a bottleneck, especially in the
most remote areas, precisely: education, health, culture, sports, water and energy; but also
access to land, resources, civil and political rights...' Representation of Indigenous Peoples and
the creation of laws on their behalf means nothing if government officials use those as props to
argue that discrimination is nonexistent.
In regard to education, it is necessary for Indigenous Peoples to be able to pursue programs
that are culturally-appropriate and provide the tools that help them to become leaders in their
communities. The right of Indigenous Peoples both to 'establish and control their own education
systems and to access State education without discrimination is further reinforced in the UN
Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples.' In the Republic of Congo, education is free for
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children ages 6-16, and for Indigenous Peoples it is meant to correspond with their way of life and
be culturally relevant and utilize Indigenous languages.
The National Action Plans adopted by the government have delivered partial results,
including equipment, construction of classrooms, provision of teaching materials, the opening
of school canteens, and mobilizing Indigenous communities. Work still needs to be done
though, as illiteracy continues to be widespread among the Indigenous Peoples. UNFPA
reported that 65 percent of Indigenous children between 12 and 15 are not in school, a
disproportionate rate compared to 39 percent at the national level. Indigenous educators cite
a lack of finances as the main reason, as most teachers in the Republic of Congo are recruited
through parental contributions, something most Indigenous families cannot afford.
The internationally-funded ORA schools, specifically for Indigenous children, are the
only existing form of free education in the Congo. In Kabo, Tauli-Corpuz visited an ORA school
attended by around 150 Indigenous children, under the tutelage of 3 non-Indigenous teachers.
The teachers affirmed how they tried to create a curriculum catered to their Indigenous
children but were not paid consistently. The material they provided to the children was also
exclusively in French, a language Indigenous children do not speak. Indigenous children have
the right to be taught in their mother tongues.
Creating school systems that cater more to Indigenous children can increase Indigenous
students attendance, creating the potential for more leaders in Indigenous communities. The
methods include speaking in their mother tongues and studying their history, inviting Indigenous
figures to keep students engaged and alert. Tauli-Corpuz’s visit to the Ngomba and Sembola
communities highlighted the problem with student drop-outs. Indigenous children are also often
bullied by other students. The Minister of Primary and Secondary Education and Literacy has
rejected this, however statistics from his own ministry show that Indigenous adolescents represent
0.05 percent of junior high school students and 0.008 percent of high school students, and
emphasize that girls especially are excluded from education.
Regarding health services, Title V of Law 5-2011 lays out important guidelines on
Indigenous Peoples’ access to healthcare. The implementation of the decree, which says
'providing for special measures to facilitate access of Indigenous Peoples to health care and to
protect their traditional medicine,' is an important step towards implementing these
guarantees. The decree also calls for health facilities to supply healthcare free of charge to
members of impoverished Indigenous communities. It also protects Indigenous Peoples’
traditional medicine. However, the NAP does not have a specific strategy to improve
Indigenous Peoples’ access to health care, and the government argues that catering specific
actions towards a certain ethnic group would be hypocritical to public health principles.
Indigenous people in the northern part of the country discussed a lack of access to
health care as troubling issue. Visiting the State-run hospital in Ouesso, the main reference
hospital for the region, on a day of heavy rains, Tauli-Corpuz witnessed the hospital walkways
completely flooded, there was no running water, a lack of toilets in every section but the maternity
ward, and there was no functioning equipment for sterilization. Only three members of the medical
staff at the hospital were paid on a consistent basis. While the hospital director assured TauliCorpuz that Indigenous patients in the hospital are treated for free, Indigenous Peoples nearby
contradicted his statement.
In addition to a lack of resources, Indigenous Peoples complain about discrimination
from Bantu doctors. Indigenous women in particular were treated as though they were 'dirty.'
Unfortunately, there are no statistics on Indigenous Peoples’ experiences. The Minister of
Health and Gender has acknowledged the situation at the hospital of Ouesso, and explained the
circumstances are similar for many countries across the Congo. The Minister discussed her hopes
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that a project dedicated to access to maternal health care in Sangha and Lekoumou départements
would start soon, and hospitals would begin to be refurbished. She also talked about efforts to
recruit Indigenous medical personnel, which would especially help Indigenous patients feel more
comfortable and integrate the full understanding of Indigenous medicinal systems.
Indigenous rights to land are still not respected in the Congo. Though Law 5-2011
recognizes their right 'to own, possess, access and use the lands and natural resources that they
have traditionally used or occupied for their subsistence, pharmacopeia and work,' the state is still
able to take land away from Indigenous Peoples. Indigenous people discussed how they have yet
to be given any land titles, and land that they occupy is given to conservation and forest areas
without consulting the Indigenous Peoples that live on the land. Indigenous individuals
complained about harassment from police and violence suffered from eco-guards, and some
have been thrown in jail accused of poaching, despite practicing customary traditions such as
hunting.
Tauli-Corpuz echoes her predecessor’s sentiments, recommending that the
'government develops and fully implement a new procedure for demarcating and registering
lands in accordance with Indigenous Peoples’ customary rights and tenure, and new
mechanisms for identifying and securing specific rights on natural resources.' Indigenous
people should be consulted first and foremost over decisions made about the future of their lands.
Legislation is needed on land, forests and protected areas to 'ensure that these are aligned with the
Law No. 5-2011.' As of right now, there is no particular mention in the NAP on actions to
recognize and protect the rights of Indigenous Peoples to their lands, and Tauli-Corpuz calls on the
government “to edit this plan to include recognition of Indigenous land rights as a priority.”
Indigenous women and girls raised the lack of access to sexual education and
reproductive healthcare, impacts of domestic violence, sexual assault, maternal and infant
mortality, early marriage, and lack of access to food. In their communities, there are usually no
active water facilities, which increases their burden to provide for themselves and their children,
often times putting them in danger. It is necessary that healthcare services be more accessible to
Indigenous women so they did not have to risk their lives to find clean drinking water. Most
Indigenous women give birth at home, due to hospitals being too far or that being their choice.
Infant mortality is high due to infections from improper sterilization practices of medical
equipment.
Lack of access to employment was another issue raised by members of Indigenous
communities. The same companies that occupy Indigenous lands like the CIB logging company
and the National Wildlife Conservatory will not hire Indigenous people due to 'high levels of
illiteracy, lack of qualifications, and the semi-nomadic lifestyle' in northern Congo. Tauli-Corpuz
recommends that the government consult with Indigenous communities to ensure the
implementation of professional training and education to help Indigenous Peoples build their
skills in order to have more access to jobs in both the public and private sector. Employers on
Indigenous lands have a responsibility to consult with Indigenous communities to create
environments that better fit the social and economic aspects of the local Indigenous
communities.
Access to justice is a major issue for Indigenous communities. Many Indigenous people
feel they have nowhere to turn when they are being persecuted and their rights are violated. This is
especially the case for Indigenous women assaulted and raped by Bantu men. Their complaints to
police go unheard. There are a disproportionate amount of detainees of Indigenous descent, and
they become extremely malnourished due to poor conditions and overall cruelty, despite the state
saying it is mandatory they are fed and given decent treatment. Families cannot or are unable to
visit their family members in jail due to a lack of accessibility.
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No Indigenous person has ever been elected to the National Assembly and Indigenous
Peoples have no representation further contributing to the marginalization of their rights and issues.
Tauli-Corpuz urges the government to adopt a decree that would 'facilitate the recognition of
Indigenous communities’ hamlets, which are usually subjected to the authority of a Bantu village,
as self-standing villages recognized by the State as equal in stature to Bantu villages.'
The government has made efforts to ensure Indigenous people are registered in civil status.
Tauli-Corpuz welcomed a decree to provide special measures to grant Indigenous peoples official
and civil documentation. She was also informed that the government was about to launch a
nationwide census to collect data on Indigenous communities, in order to ensure Indigenous
Peoples will be directly accounted for.
The lack of true implementation of legislation and the abuses of Indigenous Peoples are
deeply troubling. Tauli-Corpuz concluded her report, 'Indigenous Peoples should not be considered
as burdens or obstacles to development and as backward, primitive people. They should be
regarded as human beings who have dignity and equal rights with all other people and who have
and continue to do their role in saving and protecting biodiversity and forests. They can contribute
their traditional knowledge on natural resource management, climate change mitigation and
traditional medicines and they enhance the cultural and linguistic diversity of this country.'
Read the full report here: http://unsr.vtaulicorpuz.org/site/index.php/en/statements/308-endmission-rcongo."
Chris Buckley, "China’s Prisons Swell After Deluge of Arrests Engulfs Muslims," The New
York Times, September 1, 2019, https://www.nytimes.com/2019/08/31/world/asia/xinjiang-chinauighurs-prisons.html, reported, "The Chinese government has built a vast network of reeducation camps and a pervasive system of surveillance to monitor and subdue millions from
Muslim minorities in the Xinjiang region.
Now China is also turning to an older, harsher method of control: filling prisons in
Xinjiang.
The region in northwest China has experienced a record surge in arrests, trials and
prison sentences in the past two years, according to a New York Times analysis of previously
unreported official data."
Available from The New York Times, Austin Ramzy And Chris Buckley, "The Xinjiang
Papers: ‘Absolutely No Mercy’: Leaked Files Expose How China Organized Mass Detentions of
Muslims: More than 400 pages of internal Chinese documents provide an unprecedented
inside look at the crackdown on ethnic minorities in the Xinjiang region," The New York
Times, November 16, 2019, https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2019/11/16/world/asia/chinaxinjiang-documents.html.
Cambodia's agricultural ministry, in April 2019, returned to Indigenous peoples in
Ratanatiri Provence lands taken for development of rubber plantations by a foreign
corporation a decade previously. Local communities receiving the land were requesting
additional compensation for land and waterway restoration ("Cambodia: Land Returned to
Indigenous People," Cultural Survival Quarterly, June 2019).
ICG, "Myanmar:

A Violent Push to Shake Up Ceasefire Negotiations," Briefing 158 / Asia
24 September 2019, https://www.crisisgroup.org/asia/south-east-asia/myanmar/b158-myanmarviolent-push-shake-ceasefirenegotiations?utm_source=Sign+Up+to+Crisis+Group%27s+Email+Updates&utm_campaign=fd9a
682d2f282

EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2019_09_23_03_40&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_1dab8c11eafd9a682d2f-359871089, commented, "A trio of ethnic armed groups have escalated their fight
with the military in Myanmar’s Shan State. This alliance has long been outside the country’s
peace process. With China’s help, the government should pursue bilateral ceasefires – and
longer-term rapprochement – with the three organisations.
What’s new? On 15 August, an alliance of ethnic armed groups staged coordinated attacks
against strategic targets in northern Myanmar. The offensive left up to fifteen people dead, and
clashes reportedly continue in the northern part of Shan State, creating concerns for civilians’
safety.
Why did it happen? The three ethnic armed groups behind the attacks have been
largely excluded from the peace process for the past five years. In recent months, the
government has proposed bilateral ceasefires to the groups but has set unrealistic demands
and accompanied the offers with military pressure.
Why does it matter? The attacks mark a serious escalation in Shan State’s conflict.
They represent a rejection of bilateral ceasefire terms that the Myanmar government has
proposed to the armed groups. While the Myanmar military has not yet responded with
significant force, the brunt of mounting violence will inevitably fall on civilians.
What should be done? Both the Myanmar military and the armed groups should
exercise restraint, allow humanitarian agencies to safely provide assistance and pursue
ceasefire talks. The military and government should review their earlier ceasefire proposal,
while China should continue to use its influence in Myanmar to encourage an end to the
fighting.
I. Overview
On 15 August, a trio of ethnic armed groups calling themselves the Brotherhood Alliance
staged coordinated attacks on targets in Myanmar’s Mandalay Region and Shan State, killing up to
fifteen people, mostly soldiers and police officers. Clashes have recurred daily across northern
Shan State since then, resulting in combatant deaths on both sides as well as civilian fatalities. The
alliance – comprising the Arakan Army (AA), Ta’ang National Liberation Army (TNLA) and
Myanmar National Democratic Alliance Army (MNDAA) – said it mounted the attacks in
response to military aggression in both Rakhine and northern Shan States. The three groups
had been negotiating bilateral ceasefires with the government that would have brought them into
the broader peace process for the first time. However, unrealistic demands from Naypyitaw have
undermined those negotiations, and the attacks represent a rejection of the government’s proposed
terms. The government and military should moderate those terms, notably by abandoning their
insistence that the groups give up territory they have acquired over the past five years.
The attacks on 15 August hit a Myanmar military training academy, a bridge and police
outpost on an important highway, a military battalion and a narcotics control checkpoint.
Myanmar’s military has alleged that they were payback for a recent raid on a drug production lab
in northern Shan State. It says the key target was a narcotics control unit situated on the main
highway running from Mandalay, Myanmar’s second largest city, to the border with China.
In truth, the attacks reflect longstanding tension over the status of Brotherhood Alliance members
within Myanmar’s national peace process. Only signatories to the nationwide ceasefire agreement
introduced in 2015 can take part in political negotiations with the government aimed at ending
Myanmar’s civil conflicts. For most of the past five years, the Myanmar military (and, to a lesser
extent, the civilian government) have excluded the three groups from this process, by setting
stringent preconditions for talks toward signing the nationwide ceasefire.
More recently, the military and government have shifted their position, opening
negotiations with each group aimed at individual bilateral ceasefires (they have also adopted
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this approach with a fourth ethnic armed group that does not have an existing bilateral
ceasefire, the Kachin Independence Organisation). The bilateral negotiations, supported by
neighbouring China, commenced in December 2018, when the three groups issued a statement
pledging to stop “military actions” and expressing a desire for dialogue. The Myanmar military
responded by announcing a unilateral ceasefire. Progress toward bilateral ceasefires had stalled in
recent months, however. The government’s peace team put forward terms that were unfavourable
to the insurgents – notably, a demand that they give up territory – while the Myanmar military
continued to exert pressure on them in Rakhine and Shan States. Increasingly, the ethnic armed
groups view both the unilateral ceasefire and the bilateral ceasefire negotiations as ploys to allow
Naypyitaw to gain the upper hand rather than a genuine attempt to end the conflict.
An immediate goal of the attacks appears to have been to relieve pressure on AA forces in
Rakhine State – an area not covered by the military’s unilateral ceasefire and that has seen
significant fighting since January 2019 – by forcing the Myanmar military to shift forces to
northern Shan State. But the Brotherhood Alliance members’ broader objective is to compel the
Myanmar military and government to accept ceasefire terms that grant the groups political
recognition, cement their territorial gains and potentially give them access to new economic
opportunities. Toward these ends, the attacks appear aimed at forcing stronger intervention from
China on the groups’ behalf.
Myanmar’s military has not retaliated in the heavy-handed way many observers
expected, given the attacks’ provocative nature. Instead, it has focused on securing key
infrastructure and reopening the highway to the border with China. Contrary to most
expectations, the military has also extended its unilateral ceasefire from 31 August to 21
September. The government negotiating team has moved quickly to resume talks with the
groups, with meetings held on 31 August and 17 September. On 9 September, the
Brotherhood Alliance announced a one-month ceasefire but also warned that it would
retaliate if attacked. China, which wields strong influence in the border areas and over some
of the groups, has also been encouraging dialogue and de-escalation.
The Myanmar military could still decide to strike back, however. A counteroffensive
would have dire consequences for the area’s civilian population, particularly ethnic Ta’ang (also
referred to as Palaung), whom government forces suspect of providing support to the TNLA.
Myanmar’s military and, to a lesser extent, the three ethnic armed groups have a history of human
rights violations. Already, there are reports of indiscriminate shelling and mortar fire, as well as
attacks on local aid groups’ vehicles and civilian cars and trucks on the highway. Thousands of
residents have fled their homes, some pre-emptively out of fear of being targeted by forces on
either side. Humanitarian access, which is already constrained, is likely to become more difficult.
Further clashes can and should be avoided. The Myanmar military’s extension of its
unilateral ceasefire and the Brotherhood Alliance’s announcement of its own unilateral
ceasefire are welcome steps. Both sides should continue to exercise restraint and also pursue
negotiations aimed at reaching a bilateral ceasefire. Beyond that, the following steps could
reduce civilian harm, reduce the likelihood of further violence and improve prospects for
progress in the peace process:
All sides should allow humanitarian aid to reach those in need and ensure aid workers are not
targeted
or
unnecessarily
put
at
risk.
Naypyitaw should drop its insistence that the three groups return to their places of origin
and abandon territorial gains. This demand is unrealistic and will hinder progress on bilateral
ceasefires. The three groups’ inclusion in the peace process will be essential for future stability, if
not progress toward a comprehensive peace settlement between Naypyitaw and Myanmar’s ethnic
armed groups.
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To enhance prospects for bilateral ceasefires, the military should broaden its unilateral
ceasefire to Rakhine State and lengthen the time horizon.
China should also use its significant influence over both sides to encourage an end to the
fighting."
Marlise Simons, "Myanmar Genocide Lawsuit Is Filed at United Nations Court: Gambia,
on behalf of Rohingya Muslims, opens an international dispute with Myanmar in an effort to have
the country’s leadership tried for genocide," The New York Times, November 11, 2019,
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/11/11/world/asia/myanmar-rohingya-genocide.html, reported, "An
arsenal of international laws has failed to confront the impunity of Myanmar’s government
and security forces for their deadly purge of the country’s Rohingya Muslim minority,
forcing hundreds of thousands to flee a campaign of rape, arson and killing.
But on Monday, Gambia filed a lawsuit accusing Myanmar of genocide, summoning
the case before the United Nations’ highest court in an effort to open a legal path against the
country’s authorities."
ICG, "Peace and Electoral Democracy in Myanmar," Briefing 157 / Asia 6 August 2019,
https://www.crisisgroup.org/asia/south-east-asia/myanmar/b157-peace-and-electoral-democracymyanmar?utm_source=Sign+Up+to+Crisis+Group%27s+Email+Updates&utm_campaign=3466e9
9048EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2019_08_05_02_24&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_1dab8c11ea3466e99048-359871089, commented, "Myanmar’s 2020 polls are a chance to consolidate
electoral democracy in the country. Yet many ethnic minorities doubt that voting gives them
a real say. To preempt possible violence, the government and outside partners should work to
enhance the ballot’s inclusiveness and transparency.
What’s new? Myanmar will go to the polls in late 2020. Political positioning has
begun in earnest, affecting important governmental decision-making. In ethnic-minority
areas, particularly Rakhine State, there is growing disillusionment with electoral democracy
that could fuel escalating violence.
Why does it matter? The pre-election period of political contestation will likely
exacerbate ethnic tensions and conflict risks, particularly in the country’s periphery. At the
same time, balloting will be a crucial opportunity to consolidate gains in electoral democracy
– an important if insufficient step toward long-term peace and stability in Myanmar.
What should be done? To bolster ethnic minorities’ faith in elections, the government
should signal its intention to appoint state chief ministers from the winning party in each
state, rather than imposing National League for Democracy-led governments everywhere.
More transparent decision-making about the likely cancellation of voting in conflict-affected
areas would also help.
I. Overview
More than a year ahead of national elections in Myanmar, the key protagonists’ political
positioning is already affecting policy on everything from the peace process to the economy.
Political actors now see important decisions through an electoral lens. Political contestation during
the campaign risks aggravating ethnic tensions and conflict, particularly in the country’s periphery;
Rakhine State, where the anti-government Arakan Army continues an insurgent struggle for greater
regional autonomy, is a likely flashpoint. The elections could also be a crucial if imperfect next
step toward consolidating electoral democracy in Myanmar. The election commission and its
international partners should focus on both mitigating conflict risks and enhancing the polls’
credibility.
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As Aung San Suu Kyi remains hugely popular with her ethnic-majority Burman base, the
election result is not really in doubt. The party she leads, the National League for Democracy
(NLD), will handily win a majority of parliamentary seats.
What is in doubt is the salience of elections for those other than her core supporters.
More and more, minorities feel excluded from or ill served by the electoral system. The alienation
is clearest in Rakhine State, where most of the Rohingya remaining after the expulsion of
more than 700,000 of them in 2017 have no prospect of gaining the vote. The ethnic Rakhine
population – another minority – also feel that politics has failed them. The landslide victory of the
main Rakhine party in 2015 was followed by the presidential imposition of an NLD government
and a lack of subsequent national government engagement with Rakhine leaders. Angered, many
ethnic Rakhine now support the Arakan Army insurgency.
As other ethnic minorities also chafe at the perception of a Burman nationalist NLD
leadership, the elections could be a pivotal moment. On the one hand, they could help defuse
tension by showing a peaceful method for these communities to gain a greater voice in their
own governance. On the other, they could cement the impression that the NLD has a
hammerlock on power at all levels and lead to dangerous scepticism of electoral democracy.
The government should take steps now to lay the groundwork for elections that instil
greater confidence in the democratic process within these minority communities. One
important measure would be for it to commit to appointing chief ministers (the top executives
for each state) from the party that wins the most seats in state legislatures. Such
appointments would go a long way toward giving minorities a say in their own governance
and in official decisions affecting their lives – and would almost certainly build greater
support for the electoral process.
A more transparent and inclusive electoral process in conflict-affected areas would
also help mitigate the erosion of confidence in democracy. In places where the election
commission will cancel voting for security reasons, it should be more transparent about the
basis on which such decisions are made. The election commission and its international
partners should also take advantage of the coming year to enhance the polls’ credibility,
especially in the priority areas identified by election observation organisations.
Improvements should include accurate updating of the voter rolls to ensure the registry of
some five million new voters who have turned eighteen since 2015. Promoting greater
representation of women, as candidates and on the currently all-male election commission,
should also be a priority. Given the risks of conflict and the broader importance of making
the elections as credible as possible, international partners should invest in long-term
observation of the electoral process, not only election-day monitoring."
The government of Japan, in legislation, formally recognized the Ainu as an
Indigenous People, in February 2019. This goes beyond previous recognition of the Ainu as an
official minority, ending a long history of repression and forced attempts at assimilation ("Japan:
Ainu People Recognized as Indigenous," Cultural Survival Quarterly, June 2019).
"Indian government prepares all-out assault on tribal rights," Survival International,
June 17, 2019, https://www.survivalinternational.org/news/12153, reported, "A meeting taking
place in Delhi tomorrow could determine the fate of eight million tribal people and other
forest dwellers in India.
The talks between states and the Ministry of Tribal Affairs follows February’s hugely
controversial Supreme Court order to evict millions of people whose land rights claims have
been rejected.
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The next Supreme Court hearing in the case will be on 24 July, when the court may once
again order the eviction of millions of people. This comes at a time when India’s tribal
peoples are facing an unprecedented assault on their rights.
India’s new Minister of Environment and Forests, who has spoken in support of shoot on
sight policies, will also try to push through a draft amendment to the British-era Indian
Forest Act. The proposed changes have been described as even more draconian than the
original.
The draft amendment, which was leaked to the press, was drafted by senior forestry
officials, lawyers and the CEOof WWF-India, Ravi Singh. The new act includes:
- A huge program of militarization of India’s forests and tiger reserves, with
thousands of officials routinely armed.
- Forest Department officials given the right to shoot people to 'prevent' forest
offences and enjoy virtual immunity from prosecution.
- Forest officers given the right to shoot, search, seize property, and arrest citizens,
while the burden of proving innocence would lie with the accused.
– The undermining of groundbreaking legislation that sought to redress the historical
'injustices' to India’s tribal peoples. State governments able to take away forest rights, in the
name of conservation.
In India’s Kaziranga National Park a similar level of militarization and impunity for
guards resulted in 50 people being shot dead in three years and a 7-year-old boy maimed for
life. A recent Dutch documentary highlighting abuses and evictions in Kaziranga, along with
WWF’s support for the park, is
The UN Special Rapporteur on the rights of indigenous peoples has criticized the
Supreme Court order, saying: 'The basic premise of this ruling, which treats tribal peoples as
illegal residents of the forest, is wrong—Indigenous Peoples are the owners of their lands and
forests.'
Survival International Director Stephen Corry said today: 'Colonial conservation took three
or four generations to steal the lands of about 10-15 million indigenous people throughout the
world. India is now looking to steal the lands and livelihoods of a further 8 million tribal and other
forest dwellers in a few months, and to shoot them if they try and go back. The militarization of
India’s forests is being done under the guise of a law, drafted with WWF, supposedly in aid of
conservation. One of the most massive human rights violations in the world is being planned, with
almost no voices outside India raised in opposition.'”
"Violent Protests in Papua Leave at Least 20 Dead," The New York Times, September 23,
2019, https://www.nytimes.com/2019/09/23/world/asia/papua-protests.html, reported, "Violent
protests by hundreds of people on Monday touched off by rumors that a teacher insulted an
indigenous student in the restive Indonesian province of Papua have left at least 20 civilians
dead, including three who were shot by the police, officials said." The province has long suffered
conflicts between Indigenous people and the Indonesian authorities, who human rights groups
report have committed a great many human rights violations. There has also been unrest amongst
non-Indigenous people in the poor province.
"Papuans killed as anti-racist protests continue," Survival International, September 2, 2019,
https://www.survivalinternational.org/news/12219, reported, "Seven Papuans are reported to
have been killed as police and military fire at protesters. Six are believed to have died in the
Deiyai area of West Papua last week and a Papuan student was shot dead during a raid on a
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student dormitory yesterday. Many other protestors are said to be injured and one policeman
has been killed. The authorities dispute these numbers.
The continuing protests, some of which have resulted in the burning of public buildings,
have been held across West Papua (the western half of the island of New Guinea) following the
racist abuse of Papuan students in the Javanese city of Surabaya.
Crowds of people shouting ‘monkeys,’ ‘pigs’ and ‘dogs’ gathered outside a dormitory
for Papuan students, following accusations that the students had damaged an Indonesian flag
on Indonesia’s Independence day. Those shouting included military officers. Videos of the
racist abuse have gone viral in West Papua and thousands have taken to the streets to protest.
Demonstrators have chanted ‘We are not monkeys’ and anti racism slogans, as well as
calling for independence from Indonesia. Papuans have long suffered racist and violent abuse at the
hands of the Indonesian authorities, and peaceful demands for independence have been brutally
repressed.
Victor Yeimo, a pro-independence leader, told the Guardian newspaper that people were
angry not ‘just because they call us monkeys, but because they [Indonesia] treat us like
animals.’
Indonesia, which has occupied West Papua since 1963, has a long history of human rights
violations against the Papuans. Killings, arbitrary arrests and torture at the hands of the
security services remain rife.
The authorities have responded to the recent protests by bringing in thousands more
troops, including a reported 600 more of the dreaded Brimob (paramilitary police) to the
capital Jayapura, despite West Papua already being the most militarized region of Indonesia.
There have also been widespread internet and phone blackouts."
The death of environmental lawyer Godfried Siregar in Indonesia, following threats to
his life, after he tried to stop the $1.7 billion Chinese financed hydroelectric dam on the
Batang Btru River, has raised serious questions, although the police called it an accident
(Richard C. Paddock, "Questions Hover Over Environmental Lawyer's Last Days," The New York
Times, October 25, 2019).
Charlotte Graham-McLay, "Jacinda Ardern Is Tested by Construction on Land Held
Sacred
by
Maori,"
The
New
York
Times,
July
31,
2019,
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/07/31/world/asia/new-zealand-maori-ihumatao-jacindaardern.html, reported, "A standoff between Indigenous groups in New Zealand and a
construction company that intends to build homes on land considered sacred has drawn
thousands of people to support those occupying the site to prevent the project from going
ahead."
The issue was complicated by the fact that the 82 acres at Ihumatao was purchased by the
construction company from a White farmer who courts have ruled held the land properly under the
treaty of Waitangi. The major parties on both sides did not want to reopen the issues already settled
by treaty, but most of the Maori involved hoped that the prime minister will arrange for the land to
be designated an historic site. Prime Minister, Jacinda Ardern was under some pressure having
promised to be fairer to the Maori than previous governments.
New Zealand Prime Minister Jacinda Ardern, in September 2019, announced that the
national school curriculum would begin to require lessons on the 19th-century land wars, in
which British troops killed more than 2000 Maori. The decision was influenced by the winter
2018 defacing the statue in Hamilton of a colonial naval commander by an elder Maori, wishing to
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change public views of New Zealand's history. The act stimulated a national discussion of the issue
(Jamie Tarabay, "Attack on Statue Inspired Change in New Zealand Curriculum," The New York
Times, December 4, 2019).
"Australia promises vote on recognition of Indigenous people: Australia is to hold a
referendum on whether to give explicit recognition to Indigenous people in its constitution.
Reformers want descendants of Australia's first inhabitants to have a greater voice in decisionmaking," dw.com, October 7, 2019, https://www.dw.com/en/australia-promises-vote-onrecognition-of-indigenous-people/a-49532296, reported, "Australia will hold a national vote on
whether to recognize Indigenous people in its constitution within the next three years, a
government minister said on Wednesday."
In a precedent, in March 2019, the High Court of Australia awarded compensation of
$2.5 million AUS for damages from colonial taking of land to the Nagaliwurru and Nungali
peoples under the Native title act (Australia: Aboriginal Communities Compensated for Land
Loss," Cultural Survival Quarterly, June 2019).
In Australia, the Uluru, the sacred mountain central to Aboriginal creation stories, was
declared illegal to be climbed, in late October 2019 (Jamie Tarabay, "A Climbing Ban at Uluru
Ends a Chapter. But There’s More to This Australian Story," The New York Times, October 25,
2019, https://www.nytimes.com/2019/10/24/world/australia/uluru-climbing-ban.html).
Isabella Kwai and Sasha Gattermayr, "‘We’re Just So Angry’: Australians Protest Police
Killing of Aboriginal Teenager: After initially saying the 19-year-old had lunged at the police with
a weapon, the authorities later charged an officer with murder and opened an investigation," The
New
York
Times,
November
14,
2019,
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/11/14/world/australia/police-shooting-murder-Indigenous.html,
reported, "Thousands of Australians have taken to the streets this week to protest the police
killing of an Aboriginal teenager in a remote community, a case that has added fuel to longsimmering anger over the government’s behavior toward the country’s Indigenous people.
On Wednesday, the police officer who fatally shot the 19-year-old man, Kumanjayi Walker,
in the central Australian town of Yuendumu was charged with murder. But questions have
continued to swirl about what happened when officers were alone with Mr. Walker, as well as how
he and his family were treated in the hours that followed." With the local clinic closed because of
safety concerns, Walker received no medical treatment after he was shot. Family members waited
outside a police station for 10 hours before being told he had died.
"More than 400 Indigenous people have died while in custody since 1991, the year that
a royal commission made 339 recommendations to reduce such deaths. While inquiries have
uncovered medical malpractice, no police officer has ever been prosecuted for murder. In
2007, a police officer was acquitted of manslaughter after the death of a man on Palm Island,
off the country’s northeastern coast, led to months of riots."
ñññññ++++++=======<<<<<<<<[[[[[[[[[*]]]]]]]]]>>>>>>>>=======++++++ñññññ

DIALOGUING
BIG OIL NEEDS TO PAY FOR THE DAMAGE IT CAUSED
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CLIMATE CHANGE DISPROPORTIONATELY AFFECTS POOR PEOPLE AND
PEOPLE OF COLOR. THEY SHOULD BE COMPENSATED FOR THEIR SUFFERING
Tamara Toles O’Laughlin and Bill McKibben,* November 15, 2019
This month in a Manhattan courthouse, New York State’s attorney general Letitia James
argued that ExxonMobil should be held accountable for layers of lies about climate change. It’s a
landmark moment—one of the first times that Big Oil is having to answer for its actions—and
James deserves great credit for bringing it to trial. But it comes with a deep irony: Under the
relevant New York statutes, the only people that New York can legally identify as victims are
investors in the company’s stock.
It is true that Exxon should not have misled its investors—lying is wrong, and that former
CEO Rex Tillerson had to invent a fake email persona as part of the scheme (we see you, “Wayne
Tracker”) helps drive home the messiness. But let’s be clear: On the spectrum of human beings
who are and will be hit by the climate crisis, Exxon investors are not near the top of the list.
In fact, if the “justice system” delivered justice, the payouts for Exxon’s perfidy would go
to entirely different people, because the iron law of climate is, the less you did to cause it, the more
you’ll suffer.
The right set of priorities might put different groups of people at the front of the line for
payouts: dwellers along the edge of the African deserts that are expanding fast as climate warms,
Bangladeshi peasant farmers losing their land as the Bay of Bengal spreads inland, and Inuit
hunters no longer able to depend on the sea ice. Every one of these groups was directly harmed by
the decision of the fossil fuel industry to bury its knowledge of climate change in the 1980s and
instead work to deny, deflect, and delay action.
When the CEO of Exxon told Chinese leaders in 1997 that the Earth was cooling and that it
didn’t matter when they took action on climate change, the direct and indirect harm fell on South
Pacific islanders now having to plan for the evacuation of their nations and South American cities
losing their sole source of drinking water as glaciers disappear.
Even in the U.S., the burden falls disproportionately and violently on the most vulnerable
communities—poor people and people of color. Wander into any disaster zone, from Hurricanes
Katrina and Harvey to the California fires, and you’ll find that the hardest-hit people are the ones
set up by the status quo with the least. Hurricane Sandy shut down Wall Street for a few days, but
for working class and subway-dependent communities in the Rockaways and throughout Brooklyn
and Queens, it changed lives forever.
Put another way, those who made their money peddling fossil fuels—the executives and
shareholders holding funds—owe something to those who got hurt. It’s not, in the bigger picture,
all that different from the demand for reparations by African American descendants of slaves—
claims that in recent months more than a few institutions have begun to pay, among a growing
number of faith denominations, universities and politicians, including presidential candidates, have
begun to publicly endorse.
That’s not to say that fossil fuel extraction is a crime of the same kind as owning human
beings. It isn’t—but the two are not unrelated; the same instinct to abuse and extract, deplete,
discard, and disavow holds. And we have always understood the evil of slavery, but until about 40
years ago, as newly developed supercomputers made climate modeling possible, it wasn’t even
clear that fossil fuel extraction and use carried with it a systemic danger. And where a wide variety
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of thinking offers plans for a real possibility of compensation for the victims of the transatlantic
slave trade, there’s no practical way to compensate everyone who will be harmed by climate
change.
Indeed, the high-end estimate for economic damage from the global warming we’re on
track to cause is $551 trillion, which is more money than exists on planet Earth. Even that figure is
notional: How do you compensate the generations of people yet unborn who will inherit a badly
degraded world? Even if Exxon et al were to disgorge every dirty penny they’d ever made, it
wouldn’t pay for relocating Miami, much less Mumbai.
We obviously should expand the circle of obligation. Even as we write, investment banks
continue to bet against our survival and lend huge sums to this industry to expand its network of
pipelines and wells. And they do this over the calls for a new economy and the end of the age of
fossil fuels. At this point, JPMorgan Chase and Citi are the functional arms of Chevron and Shell.
They literally make fossil fuel investments possible. But even holding them to the reckoning they
deserve—though we will certainly try to do it—can’t bring back sea ice to the Arctic or
compensate the fishermen around the world now watching their harvests shrink in a hot and acidic
ocean.
The staggering cost of inaction here demands that we co-create the solutions with a
concentric circle of communities that were made vulnerable to the effects of climate change. And
that starts with thinking together about aligning these movements for “climate reparations” as a
necessary framework for thinking about how we move forward.
Justice demands real money moving from the global North to the global South to
compensate for the damage we’ve done. The United States has poured more carbon into the
atmosphere than any other nation historically, and we’re champs when you measure it per capita,
too. So it’s particularly painful that the Trump administration has stopped funding even the modest
payments envisioned under the Paris accords.
And as we think about our own country and its efforts to deal with the climate crisis, we
need to hold onto equity and justice as our guide. The communities that deserve priority in public
spending are those that have suffered the most. It is a sadness to lose a second home on the
Carolina coast or in California wine country, but it is a life-destroying tragedy when poor
communities go underwater. Priority for the good jobs in a new energy economy belong to those
whose communities suffered most from in the dirty energy era. The images from the Superdome in
New Orleans during Katrina should haunt Americans as long as the climate crisis lasts. At its start,
it was clear who the first and worst victims were going to be.
Framing the climate crisis as a matter of equity and another opportunity for justice doesn’t
mean we stop thinking about it in other ways, too. In the end, this is a tussle with chemistry and
physics, and clearly the most urgent goal is to slow down the planet’s heating. Building solar
panels and wind turbines in the end ultimately benefits the most vulnerable. If the Marshall Islands
have a chance at surviving, if the rice farmers of the Mekong Delta have any prayer of passing on
their land to their sons and daughters, then it depends on a rapid energy transition for the whole
planet.
But at this point, even the best-case scenarios are relentlessly grim; lots of damage has been
done, and far more is in the offing. We’re going to have to remake much of the world to have a
chance at survival. And if we’re going to try, then that repair job shouldn’t repeat the imbalances of
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power and wealth that mark our current planet. Justice demands a real effort to make the last, first
this time around.
*Tamara Toles O’Laughlin and Bill McKibben wrote this for YES! Magazine. Tamara is the North
America director for the global climate campaign 350.org. Bill is the founder of the climate
movement 350.org and the Schumann Distinguished Scholar in Environmental Studies at
Middlebury College.
o0O0o
COMMENT TO THE PUGET SOUND CLEAN AIR AGENCY (PSCAA)
NOT TO PERMIT THE TACOMA LIQUIFIED GAS PROJECT
Stephen M. Sachs,* August 30, 2019
I propose strongly that the Tacoma Liquified Gas project permit should be denied for
several reasons, procedural and substantive.
In terms of procedure, the project should be delayed until there is proper consultation with
the Puyallup Tribal Nation who has a major interest in whether the project goes forward, and
therefore must be consulted according to federal policy. To date, the Puyallup Tribal Nation has not
been consulted about this project. There has yet to be required consideration about how this project
will impact or affect the tribe’s health, sustainability, jurisdiction, treaty and hunting fishing rights
which are protected by treaty. Since the tribe’s treaty rights are at stake, the Agency should avoid a
long lawsuit over the issue and consult properly with the tribe in advance, as is required by law.
In terms of substance, though it also involves flawed procedure, the project is too dangerous
to be allowed to proceed on both local and national/global grounds. Locally, liquid natural gas is a
highly toxic extremely explosive substance. Leaks is pipes and storage facilities, which industry
records show are common, cause serious health problems in areas surrounding such sites. If there is
a sufficient leak, the gas will spread over a wide area until it ignites in a potentially extremely large
and wide spread explosion. In addition to the great danger accidents, having such a facility in a
populous area risks an extremely deadly attack. Experience and common sense show that no liquid
natural gas facility should be built in any area in which there are people.
In this case, to date, there has been no public health impact assessment conducted for this
project. The risk for pollution and toxic contamination is far too great for local communities, while
the Final Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (FSEIS) that was submitted for this
project was flawed and used outdated science to evaluate greenhouse gas emissions.
Nationally and globally, the project should not be built because it will contribute greatly to
increasing the amount of methane and carbon being put into the atmosphere increasing global
warming induced climate change at a time when atmospheric warming is reaching a critical stage.
Already oceans are rising threatening islands and costal areas and bringing greater and greater
flooding. Extreme weather is increasingly causing major damage to people, and property including to agricultural production in the U.S. and world-wide, as has been progressively
been experienced this summer and over the last few years. Scientists are virtually unanimous that if
more greenhouse gasses are put in the air the situation will become worse and soon reach a point of
no return in causing world wide catastrophe. As it is essential to stop increasing production of gas,
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oil and coal, and in fact reduce it, no project should be built that increases such production,
as Tacoma Liquified Gas project would, if completed. Moreover, since this is the case, it is likely
that if the project were begun it would soon be shut down, causing huge economic loss as well as
damage to the environment with no return, that could be avoided by not beginning the project in
the first place.
I urge you not to permit the project.
*Stephen M. Sachs is Professor Emeritus of Political Science, IUPUI, Senior Editor of IPJ and
Coordinating Editor of Nonviolent Change.
*--!--*
RESOLUTION FOR CLIMATE JUSTICE ALLIANCE ON RESISTANCE TO CARBON
COLONIALISM IN THE AMAZON
We, Indigenous Peoples, of the Global South and of North America, representing our
communities, organizations, alliances and networks at this third convening of the membership
assembly of the Climate Justice Alliance (CJA), on the dates of March 28-30, 2019, reaffirm our
relationship to the sacredness and creative principles of the natural laws, and territorial integrity
and rights of Mother Earth and Father Sky, and our responsibility to coming generations to uphold
peace, equity and justice.
As first peoples of this continent, we reaffirm our inherent rights to self-determination, and
our spiritual relationship and responsibilities as guardians of our ancestral territories, lands, waters
and air. This is the core of our existence – we are the land and the land is us.
We reaffirm the need to build unity, shared strategy and cross-movement alignment with
social, environmental and climate justice communities, organizations, alliances and networks. This
includes the strengthening of international relationships and partnerships.
At this CJA member convening, Indigenous representatives of the Amazonian forests of
Ecuador and Brazil have come to request the support of the Climate Justice Alliance and its
membership to take action to support the Indigenous resistance to the State of California and other
U.S. State and regional carbon pricing schemes, such as cap-and-trade and carbon offsets that plan
to use a third of the world’s tropical forests as carbon dumps for its air pollution.
Many Indigenous Peoples and communities who live in these forests are resisting and in
need of international support and local solidarity from frontline communities in the U.S. California
wants to use Indigenous Peoples’ territories and peasants’ land to absorb its air pollution, so
California does not have to cut pollution at home. The Governors’ Climate and Forests Taskforce
(GCF) led by California is pushing international forest carbon offsets, which is also called REDD
(Reducing Emissions from Deforestation and Degradation) in 10 countries and sub-national areas of
38 States in the Global South.
REDD-type projects are causing violent evictions, land grabs, human rights violations and threats to
cultural survival. Indigenous peoples who are fighting against these climate false solutions are being
harassed, intimidated, getting death threats and even being assassinated. Now, California is trying to
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past the Tropical Forest Standard. The Tropical Forest Standard will lay the groundwork to expand
and link REDD offset programs internationally. These programs destroy rights, threaten Indigenous
livelihoods, cultural rights and territorial rights; cause internal conflicts, divisions and violate the
self-determination of Indigenous Peoples and other forest dependent communities.
Our Indigenous Peoples of the North stand with our brothers and sisters of South America in
solidarity with the resistance to this new form of colonialism - carbon colonialism, and climate
capitalism.
Acknowledging the articulation of our Indigenous brothers and sisters of South America that
are participating in this CJA member convening, we submit this resolution for adoption and action:
1. Recognition that the capitalist system has exploited and abused Nature, pushing Mother Earth
and Father Sky to its limits, so much so that the system has accelerated dangerous and
fundamental changes in the climate. We will take action and address capitalism as the root
causes of climate change. The time has come to stop talking and to take action for change.
2. Request that the Climate Justice Alliance support, strengthen and increase the scale of
frontline organizing of Indigenous and forest dependent communities in the Amazon regions,
particular in frontline battlegrounds where the stakes are the highest.
3. Support establishing mechanisms for better communication between the Indigenous frontline
communities holding the line against REDD projects in Ecuador and Brazil, and California
activists’ groups fighting the proposed California Tropical Forest Standard.
4. For CJA, in partnership with IEN and direct consultation with Indigenous leadership of the
Sarayaku and Huni Kui of the Amazon resisting REDD, to raise financial resources to support
local Indigenous resistance, organizing and networking village to village within the Amazon.
5. For CJA to assist in raising financial resources for the Indigenous Peoples of the Sarayaku and
Huni Kui to develop legal strategy.
6. For CJA, in partnership with IEN, to develop training and popular education on the dangerous
implications of cap-and-trade, carbon offset and other domestic carbon pricing initiatives and
their links to the destructive REDD projects in the Global South.
7. For CJA, in partnership with IEN and Indigenous groups in the Amazon to develop an Offset
Watch – Monitoring Body. This would lead to the development of future monitoring bodies in
other global regions, including North America.
8. For CJA, in partnership with IEN and the Sarayaku of Ecuador and the Huni Kui of Acre,
Brazil to develop Mapping Initiatives in such a way that these mapping initiatives can be
duplicated in other frontline battlegrounds.
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9. Develop popular education and trainings on confronting capitalism and the links between
economic globalization, free trade, green economy, carbon colonialism, financialization of
nature and carbon market regimes.
10. For CJA, in partnership with IEN and the Indigenous leadership of the Sarayaku and the
Huni Kui to develop a media and communications plan.
11. Give the Indigenous Peoples of the Sarayaku and Huni Kui support to develop strategies for
planning direct actions and workshops at international events such as the UNFCCC, G7 and
G20.
12. Educate the dominant society and especially the youth to learn about Indigenous
cosmovision that conveys humanities relationship and responsibilities to protect the creative
principles, natural laws and sacredness of Mother Earth and Father Sky. This helps build
spiritual solidarity as a foundation for mitigating and adapting to climate change and for Just
Transition.
>~~<>~~<
JOINT STATEMENT FROM TOM B.K. GOLDTOOTH, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR OF
INDIGENOUS ENVIRONMENTAL NETWORK; AND LINDSEY ALLEN, EXECUTIVE
DIRECTOR OF RAINFOREST ACTION NETWORK ON THE AMAZON RAINFOREST
FIRES AND BRAZILIAN PRESIDENT JAIR BOLSONARO’S WAR ON INDIGNENOUS
PEOPLES AND THE ENVIRONMENT
August 22, 2019
“It’s a shame that the Brazilian cavalry hasn’t been as efficient as the Americans, who
exterminated the Indians.”
“The Indians do not speak our language, they do not have money, they do not have culture.
They are native peoples. How did they manage to get 13% of the national territory.”
“There is no indigenous territory where there aren’t minerals. Gold, tin and magnesium are
in these lands, especially in the Amazon, the richest area in the world. I’m not getting into this
nonsense of defending land for Indians.”
These are just a few of the shameful and hateful words of Brazil’s current president, Jair
Bolsonaro. As he was running for president, Bolsonaro also promised to open up the Amazon for
mining and agriculture, as he also promised to “crack down” on environmental activists. The
biggest newspaper in Brazil, O Globo, called this a “war on NGOs.”
The catastrophic fires raging in Brazil right now are not only a global emergency, they are a
testament to Bolonsaro’s racism, ignorance and greed. His words and deeds have paved the way for
these man-made fires. We know that protecting tropical rainforests, stopping fossil fuel emissions
and upholding the rights of Indigenous Peoples are some of the most important ways to address the
global impacts of the growing climate crisis. That’s true in the Amazon. That’s true in the
Indonesia rainforests. That’s true at Standing Rock.
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Indigenous Environmental Network and Rainforest Action Network are in complete support
of our sisters and brothers in Brazil fighting for their way of life, for their rights and their land, and
for our planet and future.
<ˇ†ˇ>
WHY BOTHER? RED ROAD TO THE WHITE HOUSE
Mark Trahant*
Republished with author's permission from Indian Country Today, August 15, 2019,
https://newsmaven.io/indiancountrytoday/news/why-bother-red-road-to-the-white-housee65PKmdLf0Ki24hJPBTp-g/.
Looking back at presidential campaigns that have reached out to Indian Country
#NativeVote20 #NativeForum.
I imagine how much Frank LaMere would enjoy participating in his own presidential forum
next week in Sioux City, Iowa.
A dozen years ago LaMere, and then Democratic Chair Howard Dean, were the star guests
at “Prez on the Rez.” This was the first presidential forum designed to bring candidates to Indian
Country. It was held in Cabazon, California, on the land of the Morongo Band of Mission Indians.
The “big three” candidates at the time, Barack Obama, Hillary Clinton, and John Edwards,
all passed. The usual excuses were cited: Schedule conflicts, travel logistics, and the one often
unsaid, yet expressed indirectly, that American Indians and Alaska Natives were too small a
constituency to matter. Why bother?
Kalyn Free, Choctaw, organized the event and she was able to attract what became the
“second tier” of presidential candidates: New Mexico Gov. Bill Richardson, Ohio Rep. Dennis
Kucinich, and former Alaska Sen. Mike Gravel.
A headline in the Albuquerque Journal was just as dismissive: “Few Dems Will Be at `Prez
on the Rez’.” So why bother?
Rep. Kucinich had one answer for that. He said America has something to learn from Indian
Country. He praised the peacemaker court system and other alternative justice methods as
something that should be expanded. He called for the creation of a Department of Peace and NonViolence that would highlight, fund, and promote similar programs. "Take the time to tell them that
there's someone running for president who understands their heart, that there's someone running for
president who understands their needs,” he said.
Gravel had his own answer. "I know how you honor people my age," he said. "And that's
why you will support me." Gravel dropped out of this presidential race last week and endorsed Sen.
Bernie Sanders. Wow. A dozen years later he is still raising heck on the trail.
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The then governor of New Mexico, Bill Richardson, called for full funding of the Indian
Health Service and the creation of a full cabinet post for Native American programs. "You need to
raise these issues to the highest levels to send a signal that other government agencies need to take
Native American issues seriously," he said.
Next week in Iowa the Frank LaMere Presidential Forum will raise presidential discourse
about Indian Country to historic levels. There will be a national moment when the normal political
invisibility that is Indian Country will be exposed.
This is important because this country cannot live up to its potential unless it also honors its
treaty obligations. And the next President of the United States, Democrat or Republican, is charged
with that solemn task. And there have been candidates who got that.
In some ways Indian Country seems like an “easy” get. Show up. Find a photo opportunity
and claim victory. However the candidates (and their teams) quickly learn how complex the issues
are.
My first memory of a presidential campaign was a visit Bobby Kennedy made to Fort Hall
before the 1968 election. He was not a candidate then, not yet, but was traveling for a Senate
subcommittee on Indian education. The stark thing I remember about that visit was that a man my
dad worked with had killed himself during the visit. A tragedy that Kennedy noted.
He later wrote about that trip and said he was searching for tribal members who were
working as teachers -- and found none -- and discovered that there was only one book in the next
town’s library that had Indians in the title, “Captive of the Delawares” about a young blond boy
being scalped.
That election was a promise, of course, one that went unfulfilled after Kennedy’s murder.
Richard Nixon saw the potential from an Indian Country vote, especially in 1972. He sent
his brother, Ed Nixon, to campaign in Window Rock on the Navajo Nation as well as Alaska.
(Later he wanted to name his brother a special envoy to the state, but the Interior Department
quickly nixed that idea.) Ed Nixon told me that he had been to Navajo as a geologist and was
already familiar with people when we went to campaign in 1972. Ed Nixon said his brother really
admired his football coach, Wallace Newman, and that was why he was so keen on reaching out to
Indian Country. He also recalled a conversation with their grandmother, Ruth Milhous, who told
the future president that the country had not done the right thing. “She thought we’d been treating
them wrong through the years,” Ed Nixon recalled. “You make a treaty and break it, that’s just not
right. Make it right. So that was in Dick’s mind, I’m sure, as he went into office.”
Ed Nixon died in February of this year. I last interviewed him in 2012.
Washington Sen. Henry Jackson ran for president in 1972 and again in 1976. This is a story
that everyone in Indian Country should know because it is about redemption.
Jackson was a longtime supporter of termination. He viewed in the context of his
background. He was the son of Norwegian immigrants. He saw assimilation as the logical next
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step, blend in, be American, that sort of thing. He championed termination while in the House and
continued on that path while in the Senate.
When he was running for president, a number of colleagues suggested he look at the issue
again. The argument was “get right” on Indian issues. Seattle physician, Abe Bergman, who often
worked in Native clinics, urged Jackson to not only get on the right side of history but to reach out
to tribal communities in his campaign.
As I wrote in my book, “The Last Great Battle of the Indian Wars,” Jackson reversed his
policy. He hired Forrest Gerard as his professional staff member and championed the most
significant legislation of the 1970s, the Indian Self-Determination and Education Assistance Act,
the Indian Health Care Improvement Act, the Indian Finance Act, and changed the very nature of
the policy discussions.
To me this story is about what a candidate can be, not what they are now. If Jackson ran in
the age of Twitter, his candidacy would have been dismissed. Terminationist. End of story.
Perhaps the candidate most knowledgeable about American Indians and Alaska Native
issues was Rep. Morris Udall of Arizona. He also ran in 1976. (Udall wrote about his failed
enterprise in his book, “Too Funny to be President.”) After one of the primary elections where
Udall came up short, he said, "The people have spoken — the bastards."
Franklin Ducheneaux, Cheyenne River, who worked with Udall on the House Interior
Committee for many years once told me. “He was a great man, I think. I don't know what kind of
president he would have made, but he was sure a great man.”
One of the first candidates to really engage Indian Country, at least during the campaign,
was Jesse Jackson in 1984. I was the editor of the Navajo Timeswhen Jackson’s Rainbow Coalition
showed up to meet with the Navajo Nation Council. The reporters came back excited, telling me
the reaction from the council was stunning, as delegates rose to their feet after an inspirational talk.
Jackson was written off by the press. Why bother? He was reaching out to communities that
did not vote -- or at least that was the perception. But he eventually captured third behind Sen.
Gary Hart of Colorado and former Vice President Walter Mondale who won the nomination.
Jackson earned 3.2 million votes and won five primaries. Jackson changed the narrative in Indian
Country.
In addition to the public story, there are also many Native Americans who work behind the
scenes for candidates. When a candidate is successful, it translates into the type of people who are
hired to work in the next administration. This is as important as the candidates. Because talented
leaders hire talented people.
Suzan Harjo worked for the Jimmy Carter campaign in 1976 and organized a meeting with
tribal leaders. She later told Cultural Survival that Carter “pledged to sign the act into law, along
with the Indian Child Welfare Act, Tribally Controlled Community Colleges Act, Eastern Indian
land claims settlements, and other federal Indian legislation. I have to point out that he made a lot
of promises to us and kept every one.”
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Barack Obama was engaged with Indian Country as a candidate. As Kevin Washburn,
Chickasaw, who later became the Interior Assistant Secretary for Indian Affairs, told Indian
Country Today: “Early on, as a candidate, Obama identified Indian country as something that was
important to him, an area where he personally wanted to make a difference … from the beginning,
we saw that he was intellectually committed to Indian country. By the end, he was emotionally
committed. I don’t think we’ve seen that before.”
“Few have been ignored by Washington for as long as Native Americans, the first
Americans,” Obama, said during his May 2008 visit to the Crow Nation. “My Indian policy starts
with honoring the unique government-to-government relationship between tribes and the federal
government and ensuring that our treaty responsibilities are met and ensuring that Native
Americans have a voice in the White House.”
The Obama administration may have been the most successful and productive in the
country’s history for American Indian and Alaska Native issues, not just in terms of policy, but in
terms of broad representation at the senior levels of government. The president’s visit to Alaska
(and the Arctic) as well as his tribal nations conference.
Four years ago Bernie Sanders team was more engaged than any presidential campaign
ever. As I wrote in my blog at the time, Trahant Reports, “You have to give Bernie Sanders credit
for elevating American Indian and Alaska Native issues. He traveled across Montana, South
Dakota, and North Dakota, and at every stop (as he has been doing for months now) he called for a
new relationship between the federal government and tribes.”
“The reason we are here today is to try to understand what is going on in Pine Ridge and
other reservations,” Sanders said in one stop. “There are a lot of problems here. Poverty is much
too high. There are not enough decent jobs in the area. The health care system is inadequate. And
we need to fundamentally change the relationship between the U.S. government and the Native
American community.”
That brings us back to Iowa. Sanders was one of the first candidates to agree to the Frank
LaMere Presidential Forum. It’s a conversation he started on the campaign trail four years ago and
one that could be amplified by many more voices now.
*Mark Trahant is editor of Indian Country Today. He is a member of the Shoshone-Bannock
Tribes. Follow him on Twitter - @TrahantReports.
-&*&*&*&On 50TH ANIVERSARY OF THE 1969 WHITE PAPER ON INDIAN POLICY
INDIGENOUS ACTIVISTS NET- WORKS CONDEMN THE TRUDEAU
GOVERNMENT’S TERMINATION LEGISLATION
Indigenous Activists Networks, Defenders of the Land, Truth Campaign, Idle No More
(Turtle Island/June 25, 2019) 50 years ago today, under a government led by Prime
Minister Pierre Elliot Trudeau, the Minister of Indian Affairs, Jean Chretien, stood
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in the House of Commons and introduced a Statement of the Government of
Canada on Indian Policy.
1969 White Paper on Indian Policy
The White Paper proposed the Termination of “Indians” through various measures
to “end the legal dis- tinction between Indians and Canadian citizens.”
The 1969 White Paper proposed:
•
•
•
•
•

•
•

Eliminate Indian Status.
Dissolve the Department of Indian Affairs within 5 years.
Abolish the Indian Act & remove Constitutional Reference to Indian & Indian
Reserve Land.
Convert reserve land to private property that can be sold by the band or its
members.
Transfer responsibility for Indian Affairs from the federal government to
the province and inte- grate these services into those provided to other
Canadian citizens.
Provide transitional funding for economic development.
Appoint a commissioner to end outstanding land claims and gradually
terminate existing Trea- ties.

The reaction from First Nations was swift and furious across Canada.
Cree Leader Harold Cardinal compared the White Paper to the American policy
that “The only good In- dian is a dead Indian” and said “Chretien had amended
this to read "The only good Indian is a non-In- dian.” In the face of the fierce
opposition the government publicly withdrew the White Paper in 1971. However,
internal correspondence from within the Department of Indian Affairs shows the
1969 federal Termination Plan has remained the federal objective.
As DIA Assistant Deputy Minister (Indian Consultation and Negotiation) David
A. Munro, wrote in a 1970 letter to the DIA Deputy Minister, not to abandon the
White Paper Plan but to change tactics
"We need not change the policy content, but we should put varying degrees
of emphasis on its se- veral components and we should try to discuss it in
terms of its components rather than as a whole. [emphasis added]
This was followed by a 1971 letter from the Minister of Indian Affairs, Jean
Chretien to Prime Minister Pierre Trudeau confirming continuation of the White
Paper Plan:
…we are deliberately furthering an evolutionary process of provincial and
Indian inter-in- volvement by promoting contacts at every opportunity at
all levels of government, at the same time recognizing the truth of the
matter – that progress will take place in different areas in diffe- rent ways
300

at a different pace. Experience shows that the reference of a time frame in
the policy paper of 1969 was one of the prime targets of those who voiced
the Indian opposition to the pro- posals. The course upon which we are
now embarked seems to present a more promising approach to the
long-term objectives than might be obtained by setting specific
deadlines for relinquishing federal administration. [emphasis added]
Today, on the 50th Anniversary of the 1969 White Paper on Indian Policy we are
facing the implemen- tation of White Paper 2.0 by the current Trudeau
government!
What is White Paper 2.0? It’s Prime Minister Justin Trudeau’s Recognition and
Implementation of Indigenous Rights Framework, which involves co-opting the
Assembly of First Nations to use them as a springboard to manufacture consent
through various co-development tables and processes giving the illusion that
Indigenous Nations want these Bills, policies and changes. The Federal
Government is im- posing an overwhelming “shock and awe” strategy of massive
changes to legislation, policies and new funding agreements that are designed by
the Prime Ministers’ Office and the federal bureaucracy to com- plete the
assimilation-Termination objectives of the 50 year old 1969 White Paper on
Indian Policy.
Justin Trudeau’s version of the longstanding federal Termination Plan, which he
calls the Recognition and Implementation of Indigenous Rights Framework,
was first announced on February 14, 2018 with the goal to remove bands from the
Indian Act and turn them into federally recognized “Indigenous Gov- ernments” or
“Nations” that will have self-government given to them as defined by the
Government of Canada. They will be subject to the Canadian Constitution as a
4th order of government—below fede- ral and provincial governments and with less
power than municipal governments.
The Trudeau government has delayed the “Rights Recognition“ legislation because
it was widely rejected by First Nation Peoples and Chiefs across Canada. Now the
government is taking advantage of our pov- erty to change administrative
agreements and funding that forces us to accept policies that impact our sa- cred
Treaties & Inherent Title & Rights, while directly attacking our sovereign
jurisdiction. This is geno- cide through law and policy!
Moreover, the Trudeau government is now proceeding to implement its White
Paper 2.0 Framework in a piecemeal approach that involves: 1) issuing a onesided Directive to Federal Negotiators who preside over “Land Claims”, SelfGovernment & “Recognition Tables”, 2) new coercive funding policies, including 10 year funding agreements & new funding arrangements and 3) through
the following Termina- tion Bills that passed into law on June 21, 2019:
Bill C-97 – On August 28, 2017, Prime Minister Justin Trudeau announced
the federal govern- ment was dissolving the Department of Indian Affairs &
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Northern Development and creating two new federal departments: one for
Indigenous Services and one for Crown-Indigenous Rela- tions. The
legislation to make this happen is buried within the April 2019 omnibus
budget bill now before parliament without any debate from Indigenous
peoples. This federal restructuring of government is central to the Trudeau
government’s White Paper 2.0 Framework approach to Indigenous policy,
law, funding and is unilaterally defining a “new” relationship with
Indigenous Peoples (First Nations, Metis & Inuit).
Bill C-86 – a 900 page Omnibus Bill that became law in December 2018,
making substantive amendments to the: First Nations Land Management
Act, First Nation Fiscal Management Act, Additions to Reserve and
First Nation Matrimonial Property Act – all of this legislation facilitates
eliminating reserves by transitioning communally held reserve lands into a
new land regime that eventually leads to individually held private property
(fee simple) that would come under provincial laws and lands registry.
Bills C-91/92 – language and child welfare legislation are intended to take
our existing Inherent Rights and convert them into federally defined
section 35 rights, which are subsumed under Crown Sovereignty (to be
dictated by the limitations stemming from section 35 federal doctrine/court decisions), as well as, provincial controls into Indigenous
jurisidiction.
This suite of federal legislation will now be used by the federal government to
continue the attack on our sacred Treaties, Inherent Title & Rights and sovereign
jurisdiction, particularly with the creation of two new federal departments
(Indigenous Services & Crown-Indigenous Relations) to continue to implement the
1969 White Paper objectives through the current Trudeau government’s White
Paper 2.0 Frame- work (2019).
Although the current Trudeau government was able to push its Termination Bills
through Parliament our Resistance Campaign will continue to support our
grassroots Peoples in their exercise of the right of self- determination as Indigenous
Peoples!
We note from the AFN Website, the 40th Annual General Assembly of the
Assembly of First Nations will be held July 23-25, in Fredericton, New
Brunswick and “only Chiefs will be allowed in the main ple- nary”, so ask your
Chief and Council what are they doing to stop White Paper 2.0?
We remember June 25, 1969, as a dark day of infamy in the history of Canada’s
Plan to Terminate our collective rights! We survived into today because of the
fierceness of our parents and grandparents in op- posing it and this is our
inspiration in our continuing fight against this the new offensive to convert us from
being Indigenous Peoples into becoming ethnic minorities as IndigenousCanadians.
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FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT:
Communications Contact: E-Mail: info@IdleNoMore.ca
Sylvia McAdam, Idle No More Organizer,
Cell: (306) 281-8158 Rachel Snow,
Spokesperson, Cell: (403) 703-8464
Russ Diabo, Spokesperson
o>>O0O<<0
FACT SHEET
THE FIRST NATIONS LAND
MANAGEMENT ACT
Indigenous Activists Networks, Defenders of the Land, Truth Campaign, Idle No More
The FNLMA (First Nations Land Management Act) is alternative legislation that
replaces 40 sections of the Indian Act that deal with lands and resources.
It delegates federal authority to allow Band Councils to lease reserve lands
without the “red tape” of the Indian Act, allowing reserve lands to be used as
capital in promoting economic development.
This legislative option frees the Government of Canada of any future
responsibility, reducing federal expenditures and eliminating potential liabilities,
while confirming the Crown’s unproven assertion to hold the underlying title to
reserve lands.
There are many legal questions and implications with this new approach and there
are no clear answers, as Canada and First Nations have been in conflict over the
inherent right to self- government for many years.
First Nations have always known what their rights are, but whatever its rhetoric,
Canada still re- fuses to recognize the legal jurisdiction of any First Nation unless it
signs an agreement under one of Canada’s policies or legislation, which are
designed to unload federal responsibility and limit the extent of First Nations
jurisdiction under delegated authority.
Alternative legislation like the FNLMA have been designed to fit together with
other “optional” bills for elections and finance, which are all part of the federal
government’s off-loading of financial responsibilities by helping create corporate
entities to raise capital, manage finances and control governance on reserve lands,
changing reserves to what in effect are federal municipalities where the federal
Crown holds underlying title, but retains no liability.
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Some Key Problems with the FNLMA include:
✓ Release of the Crowns Fiduciary Obligations for Reserve Land in Future
✓ Adopts Corporate Model for Capitalizing on First Nation Lands and Resources
✓ Fate of First Nation Tied to Canada’s Market Economy
✓ Taxation Inevitable with More Legislative Options Readily Available
✓ Unknown Impacts for Provincial Laws of General Application
✓ Inconsistent with Self-Determination, Aboriginal Title and Inherent Rights
✓ First Nations Opposition to the FNLMA Concept
✓ Lowered Standards for Community Approval and Crown Release
Release of the Crowns Fiduciary Obligations for Reserve Land in Future
The band will be agreeing to release Canada from all of it’s trust-like
responsibilities for reserve lands and resources in the future.
The band can never go back and sue Canada for anything that happens on the
lands covered by this new Act and its regulations after the “land code” is
approved.
The incentive for Canada to settle claims due to past Crown mismanagement is
removed, as Canada will no longer responsible in future.
The Chief and Council become the fiduciaries responsible for all lawful
obligations and liability related to the collective rights of members in lands and
resources, as the Crown formerly was before the FNLMA release clause. How
does this work?
Adopts Corporate Model for Capitalizing on First Nation Lands and Resources
This bill represents a fundamental change in the objectives of the land
management regime on the reserve, where the land holdings are collective in
nature.
The FNLMA focuses on using land as capital for generating revenue and land
management is self-financed under various corporate investment schemes, like
municipalities do under provincial jurisdiction, only this is under new federal
laws.
Canada’s land files on the First Nation are moved out of the federal government
system to new corporate entities called the First Nations Land Registry and First
Nations Land Advisory Board, where First Nations land codes are registered,
and First Nations regulations stored and published for public access.
These entities have boards of directors who are from those First Nations who have
signed off on Canada’s responsibility can develop expertise and share information
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like a federally established municipal association.
This is also linked to First Nations choosing to establish their own constitutions
and adopting corporate identities, where “Chief and Council, collectively, shall
have the legal capacity, rights, powers and privileges of a Natural Person”.
Fate of First Nation Tied to Canada’s Market Economy
The FNLMA ties the First Nation’s fate directly to the market economy of Canada
with little protection or investment capital beyond its reserve land base.
First Nations agreeing to manage reserve lands on a private property model, where
all lands are assessed in terms of monetary values and markets, are choosing money
and revenue as the priority over self-determination, land title, Treaty relations,
maintaining traditional values and protecting collective rights like fishing, hunting
and gathering.
Taxation Inevitable with More Legislative Options Readily Available
There is a list of legislated options to the Indian Act that complement the FNLMA
and can be more easily be adopted once this legislation is applied. It is one part in
the federal bureaucracies’ efforts to restrict and manage the Inherent, Aboriginal
and Treaty rights.
The effect of privatising the land management system will commercialize band
operations and bring in more zoning and regulations to be enforced.
Inevitably, user fees and taxation will be assessed as the need for revenue grows
more desperate, but these other optional Bills on financial management, taxation,
elections, etc. are all de- signed to come into play with new delegated authorities to
accommodate the needs of the growing First Nation federal municipality.
Band members may wonder if they can lose family land due to non-payment of
taxes in the future?
Unknown Impacts for Provincial Laws of General Application
Section 88 of the Indian Act, which enables provincial laws of general application
continues to apply to reserve lands, but no legal analysis has been provided that
identifies the impacts on provincial laws that apply on reserve lands under the
FNLMA and First Nations Fiscal Management Act.
If First Nations are increasingly dependent on commercial operations to help
raise revenues, how do provincial regulations affect First Nations operations and
transactions?
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Inconsistent with Self-Determination, Aboriginal Title and Inherent Rights
This FNLMA approach is inconsistent with the right to self-determination of
Indigenous Peoples, as it is just another form of delegated authority from the
federal government to First Nations that does not recognize the Inherent jurisdiction
of Indigenous Peoples over Indigenous lands and resources.
It should be understood by First Nations members that all non-derogation clauses
or stated assurances that Constitutionally protected rights will not be lost is false
and ineffective protection against the impacts of the act or agreement.
It may well be that signing on to this Act is a legal acceptance of its definition of
“reserve land” as title held by the federal Crown for the use and benefit of specific
Indians. It depends on the unique legal and historical circumstances of each case,
but this acceptance of underlying Crown title could be used to undermine a
challenge to Canada’s assertion of title over Indigenous lands.
First Nations Opposition to the FNLMA Concept
This option for land management was promoted with assistance from Canada, by a
small group of 13 First Nations in the 1990’s, which were located near urban
centres and wanted to earn revenue from leasing lands for residential and business
purposes without all the red tape re- quired to lease reserve land under the Indian
Act.
The majority of First Nations Across Canada opposed this approach and insisted it
be made very clear that it was optional, applied only to those First Nations named
in the Act and was not to be promoted by Canada as the main option available.
Since that time, Canada has amended the Act six times, making it easier and easier
for First Nations to sign on, until this past December 2018, major amendments were
made, lowering standards to the point where only a majority of those voting is
required, unless the Band Council moves to raise the threshold.
Under the Trudeau Government, the legislation has been pushed on a new
generation of lead- ers who are unaware of this bill’s negative reputation as a “sell
out” of inherent rights and just another form of delegated authority.
In the past two years Canada has committed $145 million to attract over seventy
First Nations to sign on and appears to be reducing other services available under
the Indian Act for land management, actively promoting and steering unsuspecting
First Nations to join this federal offloading process.
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Lowered Standards for Community Approval and Crown Release
The FNLMA calls for a referendum to be held, with the threshold of acceptance a
simple majority of those voting. Paragraph 10(3) requires that certain Information
to be Provided to Voters before obtaining community approval and it specifies that
notice be given of:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

the content of the Framework Agreement,
this Act,
any resolutions made under subsection 12(2),
the proposed land code’ and
the individual agreement.

Many band members asked to vote have never seen, let alone have an explanation
of, these five crucial items the law says are to be shared before voters are asked to
decide whether to go under the Act and release Canada of all responsibility for
reserve lands in future.
Prepared by: Rolland Pangowish, June 14, 2019
+<>***<>+
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FURTHER EVIDENCE OF FEDERAL PLAN TO CONVERT INDIAN RESERVES INTO
PRIVATE OWNERSHIP (FEE SIMPLE)
E-mail from Russell Diabo, July 21, 2019
Received Through Access to Information Request - FURTHER EVIDENCE of Federal Plan to
Convert Indian Reserves into Private Ownership (Fee Simple) Though Various "Tools"!
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Three related lengthy PDFs were in the E-mail: rdiabo@rogers.com.
-+--<U>--+CHART TO SHOW THE PRE-ELECTION OVERVIEW OF THE FEDERAL
GOVERNMENT IN RELATION TO FIRST NATIONS
Russell Diabo
Sent in an E-mail from Russell Diabo (rdiabo@rogers.com) November 16, 2019 prior to the
Canadian federal elections, along with pdfs not included here, showing the current federal selfgovernment policy and the “Collaborative Self-Government Fiscal Policy”. These are the policies
that will apply to Indian Act Bands who opt out of the Indian Act through 1) (Where Eligible)
Comprehensive Claims Settlement Agreements (Modern Treaties) 2) Section 35 Self-Government
Agreements or 3) Alternative Federal Legislation to assimilate Indian Act Bands into Canada’s
property & tax systems, such as the First Nations Land Management Act and the First Nations
Fiscal Management Act, etc., 4) a description of what was in Bill C-97, the omnibus budget Bill
that dissolved the Department of Indian Affairs and created the two new federal departments
(Indigenous Services & Crown-Indigenous Relations).
Here is a chart I created to show the pre-election overview of the federal government. The
Cabinet Committees may change to fit the new priorities of the Trudeau Minority government.
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CONSTITUTION ACTS
1867 - 1982

Sec. 91(24)
Sec. 25, 35

GOVERNOR GENERAL

LEGISLATIVE BRANCH

EXECUTIVE BRANCH

JUDICIAL BRANCH

Prime Minister’s Office (PMO)
House
Of
Commons

Standing
Committee
on
Indigenous &
Northern
Affairs

Senate

Supreme Court of Canada
Cabinet & Cabinet Committees
•
•
•
•

Agenda, Results & Communications
Treasury Board
Growing the Middle Class & Inclusion
Canada-US Relations, Trade Diversification
& Internal Trade
• Reconciliation Committee
• Environment & Clean Growth
• World & Public Security

Standing
Committee
on
Aboriginal
Peoples

Treasury
Board
Secretariat

Provincial
Court of
Appeal

Federal
Court of
Appeal

Provincial/
Territorial
Superior
Courts

Federal
Court
Trial
Division

Provincial
Courts
Ian Shugart
Clerk of the Privy Council & Privy
Council Office
(PCO)

Provincial
Administrative
Tribunals

Federal
Administrative
Tribunals

Coordinating Committee of Deputy Ministers
(Task Force on Reconciliation-Facilitates horizontal engagement on major initiatives, provides oversight to
work reviewing operational practices within the public service and develops guidance for the public service on approaches to
“co-development” with Indigenous Peoples.)

Other
Government
Departments

Fisheries &
Oceans
Canada

Department
of Justice

NOTE: This is an Overview of the Federal Structure From
the Federal Government’s Self-Government Policy Perspective
– Indian Act Bands are considered Non-Self-Governing &
Self-Gov’t & Modern Treaty groups are 4th level Indigenous
Gov’t’s.

Department
of
Indigenous
Services

- Bands
- Tribal Councils
- PTO’s
- AFN

Department
Crown
Indigenous
Relations

Health
Canada

Employment
& Social
Development
Canada

Natural
Resources
Canada

- Modern Treaty Groups (Land Claims
Agreement Coalition)
- 4th Level Self-Gov’t Groups
- Federally created National Institutions
under (FNLMA, FNFMA, etc.)

><()=()><
SUMMARY OF ISSUES
FOR FIRST NATIONS OUTSIDE OF BCTC PROCESS
Contributed by Russell Diabo, rdiabo@rogers.com
The 2019 BC Treaty Negotiations Policy maintains the BCTC process, which is the
delivery system in BC for the federal Comprehensive Claims Policy for the federal and BC
governments to obtain “certainty” over Crown Title by obtaining essentially the surrender of
First Nations to asserted Crown Title and sovereignty, a Crown objective for the past 256 years.
Following the SCC Calder decision in 1971, in 1973 the federal government announced a
Native Claims Policy, establishing two parts to the “land claims” policy: Comprehensive
Claims to obtain the extinguishment of unceded Aboriginal Title across Canada and Specific
Claims to settle outstanding lawful obligations regarding illegal disposition of Indian lands or
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trust funds.
In 1975, the first Comprehensive Land Claims Settlement Agreement was signed in
Canada, the James Bay Agreement in Quebec. The Crees of Quebec agreed to extinguish their
Aboriginal Title in exchange for benefits under the Agreement.
In 1983, following the adoption of the Constitution Act 1982, an amendment to section 35
was made to add: “ (3) For greater certainty, in subsection (1) "treaty rights" includes rights that
now exist by way of land claims agreements or may be so acquired.” [emphasis added]
This 1983 constitutional amendment was added through the lobbying efforts of the Grand
Council of the Crees of Quebec (signatories to James Bay Agreement) and the 6 Actively
Comprehensive Claims Negotiating Groups: Nisga’a, Council for Yukon Indians, Dene-Metis,
Tungavik Federation of Nunavut, Council Attikamekw-Montagnais, Labrador Inuit Association.
The 1983 amendment to section 35 constitutionalized a legal distinction between historic
pre- 1975 Treaties with Great Britain and the post-1975 “Modern Treaties”, which placed the
burden of proof on an Aboriginal group asserting Aboriginal Title to prepare a “Statement of
Claim” under the Federal Comprehensive Land Claims Policy (CCP) criteria. The main purpose
of the CCP was to obtain extinguishment of Aboriginal Title.
From the beginning of the 1973 Comprehensive Land Claims Policy until 1990, there was
a cap of negotiating only 6 comprehensive claims at a time. Thus a waiting list formed,
particularly in BC as the Nisga’a Comprehensive Claims Negotiations dragged on until 2000.
In 1990, following the “Oka Crisis” the federal government removed the cap on negotiating
only 6 Comprehensive Claims at a time.
In 1991, a Report of the British Columbia Claims Task Force (1991) made 19
recommendations that led to the signing of the 1992 British Columbia Treaty Commission
Agreement establishing the BCTC process.
2019 BC Treaty Negotiations Policy
The 2019 BC Treaty Negotiations Policy is the first post-Tsilhqot’in policy regarding
Aboriginal Title & Rights and maintains the problems with the BCTC process, particularly for
those First Nations who never agreed with Canada’s Comprehensive Claims extinguishment of
Aboriginal Title policy.
Even the Assembly of First Nations recognizes that:
The federal implementation of Canada's Comprehensive Claims Policy (CCP) has led to
three classes of Aboriginal Title First Nations:
i. First Nations that have entered in final comprehensive claims agreements;
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ii. First Nations that were or have been in comprehensive claims negotiations; and,
iii.
First Nations that have never agreed to negotiate under the federal CCP.
[Source: AFN Special Chiefs’ Assembly Resolution no. 47/2015]
The issue of “overlap” or shared territories between Aboriginal Title First Nations in classes
i, ii, and iii, as referenced above is a problem stemming from the federal and B.C. creation of the
BCTC process in 1992, which simply allowed “statements of intent” along with maps from
groups that were not required to do any research (oral & written) to back up the maps, as groups
in other regions of Canada had to do through the federal Comprehensive Land Claims Policy in
developing a “statement of claim”.
The BC Treaty Negotiations Policy perpetuates the fundamental problems arising from
the federal Comprehensive Land Claims Policy, and the 1992 BCTC process, including
“overlap”, particularly between Indigenous Nations and communities who hold Aboriginal Title
vs. Modern Treaty groups, such as the Nisga’a Nation, which the 2018 Supreme Court of B.C.
decision in the Gamlaxyeltxw v. British Columbia (Minister of Forests, Lands & Natural
Resource Operations) case, addressed regarding moose hunting in an “overlap” area with
Gitanyow.
It is not just “overlap” that is a problem, it is the principles the Policy is based on, lawyers
Kate Gunn and Bruce McIvor, wrote an article dated September 18, 2019, entitled “Recognition
without Reconciliation?: The New Rights Policy for BC Treaty Negotiations”, that “the new
policy continues to implicitly rely on the doctrine of discovery as the basis for treaty negotiations
in British Columbia”. https://www.firstpeopleslaw.com/index/articles/412.php
The interpretation of UNDRIP by the governments of BC and Canada—particularly with
the introduction of BC Bill 41 and the expected federal Bill on UNDRIP during the mandate of
the Trudeau minority government—are central to the First Nations Aboriginal Title and Rights
in BC and how the BC Treaty Negotiations Policy may impact on First Nations outside of the
BCTC process.
Canada’s position regarding the domestication (watering down and re-writing) of UNDRIP is set
out in the 10 Principles respecting the Government of Canada’s Relationship with
Indigenous peoples, issued in June 2017, by the federal Justice Minister, which refer to
“Canada’s constitutional framework” and “Canada’s constitutional arrangements” as the basis
of interpreting UNDRIP and the 10 Federal Principles within Canadian domestic law, where
the federal principles acknowledge “self-determination” on one hand, but then put it squarely
under the umbrella of “European assertion of sovereignty” on the other. This is in violation of
international legal standards!
While the new B.C. Treaty Negotiations Policy contains many nice sounding words the
BCTC process still has many qualifications to negotiations and is still an unequal political
negotiation process controlled by the federal and B.C. governments, who retain essentially a
veto in the “co- development” of negotiation mandates over matters that may affect federal or
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provincial jurisdiction, within Canada’s constitutional framework.
This includes the section 35 legal principles and tests the Supreme Court of Canada has
set out over the past 29 years that place the burden of proof on Indigenous communities and
Nations asserting Title and Rights and as noted above the new B.C. Treaty Negotiations Policy
remains based upon the Doctrine of Discovery, despite the disingenuous statement in section 16
of the new B.C. Treaty Negotiations Policy, which states “The negotiation of treaties…in
British Columbia will be guided by the following…” [emphasis added]
d. Truth and Reconciliation Commission’s 94 Calls to Action, which call for repudiation
of concepts such as the doctrine of discovery.
Section 16 is clearly not an explicit “repudiation” of the Doctrine of Discovery. The
governments of Canada, British Columbia and the First Nations Summit should have relied on
the first recommendation of the 1996 Royal Commission on Aboriginal Peoples’ Report,
which was as follows:
The Commission recommends that:
1.16.1 To begin the process, the federal, provincial and territorial governments, on
behalf of the people of Canada, and national Aboriginal organizations, on behalf of the
Aboriginal peoples of Canada, commit themselves to building a renewed relationship
based on the principles of mutual recognition, mutual respect, sharing and mutual
responsibility; these principles to form the ethical basis of relations between Aboriginal
and non-Aboriginal societies in the future and to be enshrined in a new Royal
Proclamation and its companion legislation (see Volume 2, Chapter 2).
1.16.2 Federal, provincial and territorial governments further the process of renewal by
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(a) acknowledging that concepts such as terra nullius and the doctrine of discovery are
factually, legally and morally wrong;
(b) declaring that such concepts no longer form part of law making or policy
development by Canadian governments;
(c) declaring that such concepts will not be the basis of arguments presented to the
courts;
(d) committing themselves to renewal of the federation through consensual means to
overcome the historical legacy of these concepts, which are impediments to Aboriginal
people assuming their rightful place in the Canadian federation; and
(e) including a declaration to these ends in the new Royal Proclamation and its
companion legislation.”
Canada’s courts are in a conflict-of-interest, including the Supreme Court of Canada.
Canada bases its assertion of sovereignty and territorial integrity on the racist, colonial
Doctrine of Discovery, as such the “reconciliation technique” in the new B.C. Treaty
Negotiations Policy, in violation of international legal standards, continues a process of
surrender to asserted Crown Title and Sovereignty.
The establishment of the 2019 BC Treaty Negotiations Policy with only BC First
Nations Summit, while excluding the UBCIC and its member Bands is a breach of UNDRIP
Article 27, which provides:
Article 27
States shall establish and implement, in conjunction with indigenous peoples concerned,
a fair, independent, impartial, open and transparent process, giving due recognition to
indigenous peoples’ laws, traditions, customs and land tenure systems, to recognize and
adjudicate the rights of indigenous peoples pertaining to their lands, territories and
resources, including those which were traditionally owned or otherwise occupied or
used. Indigenous peoples shall have the right to participate in this process. [emphasis
added]
The 2019 BC Treaty Negotiations Policy also fails to include all of UNDRIP Article 28,
which provides:
Article 28
1. Indigenous peoples have the right to redress, by means that can include restitution or,
when this is not possible, just, fair and equitable compensation, for the lands,
territories and resources which they have traditionally owned or otherwise occupied
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or used, and which have been confiscated, taken, occupied, used or damaged without their free,
prior and informed consent.
2. Unless otherwise freely agreed upon by the peoples concerned, compensation shall take the form of
lands, territories and resources equal in quality, size and legal status or of monetary compensation
or other appropriate redress.
By Canada and B.C. developing and adopting an exclusive BC Treaty Negotiations Policy effectively
denies “a fair, independent, impartial, open and transparent process” to the UBCIC member Bands,
particularly since the Policy remains based upon the 1991 Task Force on Claims Report and
Recommendations and the 1992 BCTC Agreement, which were developed before the 2007 adoption of
UNDRIP by the UN General Assembly.
The 2014 SCC Tsilhqot’in decision essentially reaffirms the Delgamuukw legal principles regarding
Aboriginal Title so the previous work of the AFN-Delgamuukw Implementation Strategic Committee
(DISC) should be reviewed by those First Nations outside of the BCTC Process in assessing the 2019 BC
Treaty Negotiations Policy.
Following the issuance of the 1997 Delgamuukw decision, the following steps were developed for the
Interior Alliance under the direction of the Interior Alliance spokesperson, Arthur Manuel.
Step 1 - Establish the Facts Related to Aboriginal Title:
This involves assembling and assessing the factual evidence required to prove the Aboriginal title. In
eastern Canada, the federal government once provided financial support to First Nations so that they could
gather and organize their evidence. In British Columbia, since the advent of the B.C. Treaty Commission
process, this step has been eliminated.
Step 2 - Determine Whether Activity Infringes or Interferes with Aboriginal Title:
This step involves determining whether past, present or proposed actions by other parties stand to
infringe Aboriginal title, or interfere with the free exercise of rights flowing from that title.
Step 3 - Can the Infringement be Justified?
At this stage, offending practices, regulations, legislation and actions need to be reviewed and justified.
Step 4 - Resolution:
The Court stated clearly that Aboriginal title can be reconciled with the Crown’s presence without requiring
extinguishment (except in exceptional cases). This last stage, then, focuses on reconciliation and remedial
measures, with the objective of recognizing and affirming Aboriginal title. This could involve compensation for
past actions; agreements on consultation-consent; new arrangements for jurisdiction over lands and resources ;
resource revenue sharing, etc., etc.

This process is quite different from the existing Canada’s Comprehensive Claims policy. There is a

Delgamuukw framework to implement, the question remains, is there the political will on the part of First
Nations, and on the part of governments?
ANNEX 1
Mapping the “Sufficient, Continuous and Exclusive Tests
By David Carruthers, BES, MSc, MCIP, RPP
September 14, 2015
It’s been over a year since the Supreme Court of Canada’s unanimous ruling on the Tsilhqot’in Case.
When I read the decision, the words of Chief Justice Beverley McLachlin jumped off the page. In describing
the test for Aboriginal title, she stated that it [occupation] “must be sufficient; continuous (where present
occupation is relied on); and it must be exclusive” (para 25). As a land use planner and cartographer, these
words were read as a challenge.
Thinking about the communities where I work, many of whom are in the comprehensive claims process, I
wondered what research products would be needed to meet these three tests. Once this research was
assembled, could we reach a reconciliation of title and avoid the Crown’s policy of extinguishment?
I’ve been working for almost 20 years on Aboriginal land management issues with a wide range of
experts throughout Canada, on various pieces of land claims research. But I haven’t come across a single
published study that outlines the must-have shopping list of research products to help in title determination.
I recently spoke with a mentor of mine, Dr. Doug Elias, and asked him specifically about this. He had a lot
to say on the topic. Dr. Elias, retired professor in the Faculty of Management at the University of Lethbridge,
Alberta, has worked on Aboriginal title issues across Canada since the late 1960’s.
Elias told me that the three tests have been around since the 1980’s when the Baker Lake ruling was
decided. But the research needed to meet these tests has been quickly evolving. He published a paper on the
topic for the Ontario Model Forests in 2002 – which served as a good primer to get me started. It’s a bit
outdated, but certainly worth the read.
In our conversation, Elias first advised me not to oversimplify the onerous task in meeting these tests. “A
mountain of research is needed”, he said. This, despite Chief Justice McEachern in Delgamuukw cautioning
that “there are limits to how much evidence a party may adduce, and a trial must always be confined within
reasonable limits.” Elias noted that research needs to be tailored to each community on a case-by-case basis.
But there are some overarching or core research pieces that should be quite common between cases. And many
research products can be used to address more than one of the three tests. Here’s a summary and a few notes
for each:
1. Use and Occupancy Study
A good use and occupancy study might be one of the most important pieces of research to address the
three tests. These studies carefully map out where harvesting of plants and animals take place, where there are
habitations and fixed cultural sites and where trapping and cultural activities occur within a harvester’s living316

memory. When done well, these studies demonstrate, in a very defensible way, where and how the land is
being used. A great resource for these studies is Living Proof by Terry Tobias. These studies can also be
tweaked to incorporate a time element to capture frequency of use (how often, when, etc.), and changing
patterns of use over time, which may prove helpful in dealing with the sufficiency test. But mapping intensity
and change of use can be expensive and a very complex undertaking. See for example
the Subsistence Mapping of Nuiqsut, Kaktovik and Barrow study for what might be involved in designing a
study to document subsistence patterns and measuring changes in those patterns over time.
2. Harvest Study
While a use and occupancy study demonstrates where and how the land is being used, a harvest study
answers the question, how much is being used? In simple terms, these studies track seasonal harvesting
amounts on a house-by-house basis and convert pounds of meat, berries, firewood, etc. into current market
values. Of all the studies, the harvest study might prove to be the most time intensive and difficult to complete.
I believe, however, that a rapid-appraisal technique can be used to approximate harvest amounts, producing
enough information to help move forward in dealing with the sufficiency test. Research results can also be
used when negotiating impact benefit agreements or when developing mitigation strategies to address the
displacement of harvesters.
3. Toponym or Place-Name Study
Naming places is an act of claiming sovereignty, a key reason why the Crown almost entirely deleted or
replaced Aboriginal place names from Canada’s topographic maps. Peter Di Gangi, consultant and Director of
Policy and Research with the Algonquin Nation Secretariat (ANS), has documented Quebec’s “Toponymical
Imperialism” between 1911 and 1928 where Quebec’s Geographic Names Commission removed “barbarous”
indigenous place names and replaced them with “cultured” French toponyms. I’ve since worked with the ANS
to build a tool to help put Algonquin names back on their maps through a site titled, The Land that Talks .
But naming places is more than just an act of planting flags. Indigenous place-names can help to document
kinship and family connections to the land and reveal a profound understanding of local ecology which is
important in all three tests of title.
4. Indigenous Knowledge (IK) or Traditional Ecological Knowledge (TEK) Studies
This is a tough piece of research. When done well, these studies can help to document sufficiency and
continuity of title by demonstrating deep knowledge of place, based on experience, oral history and cultural
traditions. TEK research is helpful to predict outcomes of change: how, for example, will animal behavior change
given a specific change in the environment (mine, oil sands, climate change, etc.). It can also help to document
laws or code of ethics in managing resources, all important for the sufficiency determination.
But these studies are difficult to pull off, or pull off well. In a recent conversation with Terry Tobias, author of
Living Proof, Terry noted that very few TEK studies published in Canada have documented their methods and
that most studies have produced questionable results when it comes down to the reliability or replicability of
their findings. Elias agrees. He said that, despite just about every land and wildlife program in Canada
incorporating traditional knowledge in their policy statements, these organizations have very little to say about
best practices in how to do so. “Platitudes without practice”. You can see this with Ontario’s Moose
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Management
Policy or Canada’s Species at Risk Act.
A good recent resource on the subject is a report by Peter Armitage and Stephen Kilburn, titled Conduct of
Traditional Knowledge Research in the Inuvialuit Settlement Region. One of the guiding principles from this
report in designing a TEK or IK study is to “use proper social science research methods, set clear research
objectives and restrict research topics so these can be achieved in the time and with the resources available”.
Good advice.
5. Documentation of Customary and Traditional Laws
The courts have asked claimants to make their “Aboriginal systems of governance” and laws known. Elias
notes that there are no real best-practices in this field of study but skilled ethnographers should have no
problem in pulling this research together. The outcomes from this research will not only help with the
sufficiency determination for title, but can also be used for joint or co-management negotiations governing how
lands are managed.
6. Archaeology, written history and ethnography
This might be the most straight forward research component, but may entail the most amount of work. Elias
describes this work as a way to summarize all available research into a narrative that demonstrates the extent of a
claimant’s territory since the time of contact (and before), the extent of exclusivity and overlap with neighbours,
and a record of the claimants’ changing social environment. The research also demonstrate that the claimant is an
‘organized society’ and that this society is connected to land. Pretty much all three tests of title will rely on the
narrative from this research.
7. Genealogy
Genealogy studies can fall under general ethnographic research, but I’ve separated it out here because it
should be tackled as a stand-alone piece of research. These studies start by asking, “who are today’s
members?” and work backwards from there. This helps to demonstrate the degree to which the community
has maintained its continuity of membership over time. This is important for the continuity and sufficiency
tests. According to Peter Di Gangi, this research is very powerful when connected to the use and occupancy
research to demonstrate continuity of use.
8. Alienation Study and State of the Territory Report
I added this to the list based on my own experience in working on land issues. White spaces on maps are
often interpreted as “abandoned” or “surrendered”. Once we inventory third party use and cumulative impacts in
a territory, however, we get a clearer sense of why harvesters may have gone elsewhere (e.g. mining, forest
development, aggregates, oil and gas, Crown dispositions, non-native harvesting and tourism, etc.). These
studies are also important in negotiating interim relief while Title is being resolved. And these studies can help
in determining compensation for impacts.

From this list we can clearly see that mapping is a central tool to record, package and tell the story of
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Aboriginal Title. We can also see that whenever a wealth of information is collected, information management
standards are needed to organize and safeguard the research products. And of course, good research doesn’t
speak for itself – it needs to find its way into the hands of a strong leadership, skilled negotiators and
experienced legal advisors.
And what about a budget and timeline to pull all of this research together? I might go out on a limb here.
With some legal time thrown into the mix, I would hazard to guess that it would be around $750,000 to
$1,000,000 and a minimum of three to five years to pull together, depending on the community and complexity
of the case. This could certainly be more if a full harvest study is undertaken, not just a rapid appraisal study.
Either way, this is a significant investment, especially when the outcomes for title determination aren’t
guaranteed.
But if done well, these research products can be used for other applications like helping to inform
consultation and accommodation work with the Crown. And for education, cultural rediscovery and
outreach. This alone to me is a good return on investment.
.:...:::...:.
LETTER OF CHIEF JUDY WILSON SKAT'SIN TE SECWEPEMC NESKONLITH, TO PREMIER
JOHN HOGAN GOVERNMENT OF B.C., ET AL ON B.C. TREATY NEGOTIATIONS POLICY
October 9, 2019
Premier John Hogan Government of B.C.
Mr. Scott Fraser
Minister of Indigenous Relations & Reconciliation Government of B.C.
Mr. Doug Donaldson
Minister of Forests, Lands, Natural Resource Operations and Rural Development Government of B.C.
Ms. Michell Mungall
Minister of Energy, Mines and Petroleum Resources Government of B.C.
Mr. George Heyman
Minister of Environment and Climate Change Strategy Government of B.C.
Re: B.C. Treaty Negotiations Policy, Secwépemc – BC Government to Government (Qwelmínte) Letter of
Commitment (“LOC”), Trans Mountain Pipeline Expansion Project
Dear Premier and Ministers:
I am writing on behalf of the Skat’sin te Secwépemc Neskonlith, a band within the meaning of the Indian Act we
are also Indigenous Peoples with rights protected by section 35 of the Constitution Act 1982 and international law,
which includes our lands within the outstanding 1862 Neskonlith Douglas Reserve Claim.
It is the responsibility of myself as Skat’sin te Secwépemc Neskonlith Kukpi7 (Chief) to raise issues that affect
our Inherent Title and Rights, to the federal and provincial governments, or Human Rights violations to other
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Chiefs.
For greater certainty, the issues raised in this letter are not intended to represent any other organization, nor am I
writing in my capacity as UBCIC Secretary Treasurer.
I am writing to formally register our concerns about the 2019 B.C. Treaty Negotiations Policy
and the potential adverse impacts that the "Letter of Commitment" (LOC) signed in March
2019, by your government with the Secwépemc Kukpi7’s from Stk’emlupsemc te Secwépemc Nation (SSN),
Splatsin, Adams Lake Indian Band, Shuswap Indian Band, Little Shuswap Indian Band, Simpcw First
Nation, in violation of Secwépemc law, constitutional law and international law, especially since the Proper Title
Holders: the Secwépemc Peoples, have not been consulted, or given their consent to the LOC, particularly our
community members.
We are also writing to confirm our firm opposition to the Trans Mountain Pipeline Expansion Project.
B.C. Reconciliation Policy:
This brings us to the B.C. Reconciliation Policy and the political and legal context here in B.C., which connects to
our specific concerns about the recently signed LOC.
Premier Horgan, we note you stated the following to your Ministers in their respective Mandate Letters from July
18, 2017, and particularly your Minister of Indigenous Relations and Reconciliation:
As part of our commitment to true, lasting reconciliation with First Nations in British Columbia our government
will be fully adopting and implementing the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples
(UNDRIP), and the Calls to Action of the Truth and Reconciliation Commission. As minister, you are responsible
for moving forward on the calls to action and reviewing policies, programs, and legislation to determine how to
bring the principles of the declaration into action in British Columbia.

ubstantive progAddress on the following priorities:

Work collaboratively and respectfully with First Nations to establish a clear, cross-government vision o
Rights of Indigenous Peoples, the Truth and
Reconciliation Commission Calls to Action, and the Tsilhqot’in Supreme Court decision.
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•

In partnership with First Nations, transform the treaty process so it respects case law and
the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples. [emphasis added]
Our first point regarding the UN Declaration, is that the articles are international minimum standards for
Indigenous Peoples’ Human Rights. The articles are NOT mere principles as your Mandate Letter to your
Ministers suggests!
2019 B.C. Treaty Negotiations Policy:
Secondly, in developing the 2019 B.C. Treaty Negotiations Policy, your government and the other parties in the
development of the Policy, excluded the Union of B.C. Indian Chiefs and the UBCIC member communities,
including our community, Neskonlith.
The exclusion of Indigenous Nations and communities who never agreed with the federal Comprehensive Land
Claims Extinguishment Policy from the development of the “new” B.C. Treaty Negotiations Policy, was in our
estimation a very poor decision on the part of your government and the other parties who developed the “new”
Policy, especially since your government purports to want to develop a “vision of reconciliation to guide the
adoption of the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, the Truth and Reconciliation
Commission Calls to Action, and the Tsilhqot’in Supreme Court decision”.
Even the Assembly of First Nations recognizes that:
The federal implementation of Canada's Comprehensive Claims Policy (CCP) has led to three classes of
Aboriginal Title First Nations:
i.
ii.

First Nations that have entered in final comprehensive claims agreements;
First Nations that were or have been in comprehensive claims negotiations; and,
iii.
First Nations that have never agreed to negotiate under the federal CCP. [Source: AFN
Special Chiefs’ Assembly Resolution no. 47/2015]
To be clear, the new BC Treaty Negotiations Policy only involves Aboriginal Title First Nations, from classes i
and ii, and excludes class iii. Moreover, Canada and B.C. only included Aboriginal Title First Nations from classes
i and ii in the selective process developing the “new” Policy, while excluding class iii.
Consequently, we forsee the new Policy as exacerbating conflict between and among Indigenous Nations and
communities, as well as, with the governments of B.C. and Canada.
As we already noted above, the Policy perpetuates the fundamental problems arising from the federal
Comprehensive Land Claims Policy, and the 1992 BCTC process, including “overlap”,
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particularly between Indigenous Nations and communities who hold Aboriginal Title vs. Modern Treaty groups,
such as the Nisga’a Nation, which the 2018 Supreme Court of B.C. decision in the Gamlaxyeltxw v. British
Columbia (Minister of Forests, Lands & Natural Resource Operations) case, addressed regarding moose hunting
in an “overlap” area with Gitanyow.
Since your government was a party to this case, we are sure you are aware of the “overlap” issue and the problems
it creates regarding not only wildlife management, but all matters connected to lands, territories and resources
where a “Modern Treaty” territory “overlaps” an Aboriginal Title and Rights territory, particularly of an
Indigenous community or Nation not participating in the BCTC process.
The issue of “overlap” or shared territories between Aboriginal Title First Nations in classes i, ii, and iii, as
referenced above, in our view is a problem stemming from the federal and B.C. creation of the BCTC process in
1992, which simply allowed “statements of intent” along with maps from groups that were not required to do any
research (oral & written) to back up the maps, as groups in other regions of Canada had to do through the federal
Comprehensive Land Claims Policy in developing a “statement of claim”.
We have reviewed the “new” BC Treaty Negotiations Policy and we agree with lawyers Kate Gunn and Bruce
McIvor, who wrote an article dated September 18, 2019, entitled “Recognition without Reconciliation?: The New
Rights Policy for BC Treaty Negotiations”, that “the new policy continues to implicitly rely on the doctrine of
discovery as the basis for treaty negotiations in British Columbia”.
To begin with, Section 4 of the Policy falsely claims that “Canada has adopted, without
qualification…the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (2007)”. However, it’s a
matter of record, that on May 10, 2016, regarding Canada’s adoption of UNDRIP, federal Indigenous Affairs
Minister, Carolyn Bennett told the United Nation Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues that “We intend
nothing less than to adopt and implement the declaration in accordance with the Canadian Constitution.”
[emphasis added]
This is a qualification!
On May 10, 2016, also at the same UN meeting, federal Minister of Indigenous Affairs, Carolyn Bennett stated:
“Canada believes that our constitutional obligations serve to fulfil all of the principles of the declaration,
including “free, prior and informed consent.” We see modern treaties and self-government agreements as the
ultimate expression of free, prior and informed consent among partners.” [emphasis added]
Canada’s position regarding the domestication (watering down and re-writing) of UNDRIP was further reinforced
by the 10 Principles respecting the Government of Canada’s Relationship with Indigenous peoples, issued in
June 2017, by the federal Justice Minister, which refer to Canada’s constitutional framework” and “Canada’s
constitutional arrangements” as the basis of interpreting UNDRIP and the 10 Federal Principles within Canadian
domestic law, where the federal principles acknowledge “self-determination” on one hand, but then put it squarely
under the umbrella of “European assertion of sovereignty” on the other. This is in violation of international legal
standards!
Prime Minister Justin Trudeau followed up Indigenous Affairs Minister, Carolyn Bennett’s 2016 UN statement on
Canada’s position regarding UNDRIP, in a 2018 mandate letter to Minister of Crown-Indigenous Relations,
Carolyn Bennett, directing her to “[i]ncrease the number of comprehensive modern treaties and new
self‑government agreements”.
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So, in our view, while the new B.C. Treaty Negotiations Policy contains many nice sounding words, we note that
the BCTC process still has many qualifications to negotiations and is still an unequal political negotiation process
controlled by the federal and B.C. governments, who retain essentially a veto in the “co-development” of
negotiation mandates over matters that may affect federal or provincial jurisdiction, within Canada’s constitutional
framework.
This includes the section 35 legal principles and tests the Supreme Court of Canada has set out over the past 29
years that place the burden of proof on Indigenous communities and Nations asserting Title and Rights and as we
noted above, the new B.C. Treaty Negotiations Policy remains based upon the Doctrine of Discovery, despite the
disingenuous statement in section 16 of the new B.C. Treaty Negotiations Policy, which states “The negotiation
of treaties…in British Columbia will be guided by the following…” [emphasis added]
d. Truth and Reconciliation Commission’s 94 Calls to Action, which call for repudiation of
concepts such as the doctrine of discovery.
This is clearly not an explicit “repudiation” of the Doctrine of Discovery. The governments of Canada, British
Columbia and the First Nations Summit should have relied on the first recommendation of the 1996 Royal
Commission on Aboriginal Peoples’ Report, which was as follows:
The Commission recommends that:
1.16.1
To begin the process, the federal, provincial and territorial governments, on behalf of the
people of Canada, and national Aboriginal organizations, on behalf of the Aboriginal peoples of Canada, commit
themselves to building a renewed relationship based on the principles of mutual recognition, mutual respect,
sharing and mutual responsibility; these principles to form the ethical basis of relations between Aboriginal and
non-Aboriginal societies in the future and to be enshrined in a new Royal Proclamation and its companion
legislation (see Volume 2, Chapter 2).
1.16.2

Federal, provincial and territorial governments further the process of renewal by
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(a)
acknowledging that concepts such as terra nullius and the doctrine of discovery are factually,
legally and morally wrong;
(b)
declaring that such concepts no longer form part of law making or policy development by
Canadian governments;
(c)

declaring that such concepts will not be the basis of arguments presented to the courts;

(d)
committing themselves to renewal of the federation through consensual means to overcome the
historical legacy of these concepts, which are impediments to Aboriginal people assuming their rightful place in
the Canadian federation; and
(e)
including a declaration to these ends in the new Royal Proclamation and its
companion legislation.”
As far as we are concerned, Canada’s courts are in a conflict-of-interest, including the Supreme Court of Canada.
Canada bases its assertion of sovereignty and territorial integrity on the racist, colonial Doctrine of Discovery, as
such the “reconciliation technique” in the new B.C. Treaty Negotiations Policy, in violation of international legal
standards, continues a process of surrender to asserted Crown Title and Sovereignty.
Moreover, in our view, the establishment of the 2019 BC Treaty Negotiations Policy with only BC First Nations
Summit, while excluding the UBCIC and its member Bands is a breach of UNDRIP Article 27, which provides:
Article 27
States shall establish and implement, in conjunction with indigenous peoples concerned, a fair, independent,
impartial, open and transparent process, giving due recognition to
indigenous peoples’ laws, traditions, customs and land tenure systems, to recognize and adjudicate the rights of
indigenous peoples pertaining to their lands, territories and resources, including those which were traditionally
owned or otherwise occupied or used. Indigenous peoples shall have the right to participate in this process.
[emphasis added]
The 2019 BC Treaty Negotiations Policy also fails to include all of UNDRIP Article 28, which provides:
Article 28
1.
Indigenous peoples have the right to redress, by means that can include restitution or, when
this is not possible, just, fair and equitable compensation, for the lands, territories and resources which they have
traditionally owned or otherwise occupied
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or used, and which have been confiscated, taken, occupied, used or damaged without their free, prior and
informed consent.
2.
Unless otherwise freely agreed upon by the peoples concerned, compensation shall take the
form of lands, territories and resources equal in quality, size and legal status or of monetary compensation or
other appropriate redress.
By Canada and B.C. developing and adopting an exclusive BC Treaty Negotiations Policy
effectively denies “a fair, independent, impartial, open and transparent process” to the UBCIC member Bands,
including Neskonlith, particularly since the Policy remains based upon the 1991 Task Force on Claims Report
and Recommendations and the 1992 BCTC Agreement, which were developed before the 2007 adoption of
UNDRIP by the UN General Assembly.
In our view, the establishment of the 2019 BC Treaty Negotiations Policy will also put more pressure on the
Secwépemc Nation, including lands, territories and resources where members of the Skat’sin te Secwépemc
Neskonlith assert Title and Rights, while the governments of Canada and B.C. push ahead with NStQ and
Ktunaxa Final Agreements (Modern Treaties), which will likely be used by Canada and B.C. as precedents and
templates on the rest of the communities within the Secwépemc Nation, including the Secwépemc members of
Skat’sin te Secwépemc Neskonlith. That is why, in our view, section 59 of the new B.C. Treaty Negotiations
Policy has the requirement that “Guidance on the implementation of treaties…will be co-developed on a tripartite
basis, will include Participating Indigenous Nations that have concluded modern treaties in British Columbia”.
[emphasis added]
Letter of Commitment (Qwelminte Secwepemc Leadership Council & Government of BC):
This brings us back to the concerns we have about the Letter of Commitment (LOC) and the
Skat’sin te Secwépemc Neskonlith position regarding the LOC.
For your information, on March 25, 2019, I wrote an Open Letter to Secwepemc Proper Title Holders-Secwepemc
Peoples, setting out our concerns:
This open letter is to inform and share information regarding the G2G Letter of Commitment (LOC) recently
signed by seven Secwepemc Kukpi7's, which according to sections 10.5 and…10.9 of the LOC; essentially
surrenders control over land and resource management within Secwepemc Aboriginal Title and Rights Territory
to the government of B.C.:
•
according to schedule 3 of the LOC, for $3 million initially in year one, and more funding to be
determined, following the finalizing of a work-plan under the terms of the LOC.
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•
Neskonlith did not sign this provincial LOC and we oppose its application over Secwepemc
Peoples without your Free, Prior, Informed Consent, as the Title and Rights holders within the Secwepemc Nation.
For your information, we have exchanged letters with the “Qwelminte Secwepemc Leadership Council”, and with
recommendations by Neskonlith to discuss issues with the Secwépemc Proper Title Holders, which was not
accepted by the “Qwelminte Secwepemc Leadership Council”, who proposed a process to meet at their table,
which I explained needs to be discussed with our Elders and People.
We hold the government of B.C. largely accountable for these issues, and the divisions it is creating within and
among Indigenous communities and Nations through its policies and agreements. And that NO consultation or
consent based process was set out with the Secwépemc Proper Title Holders, before the government of B.C. signed
the LOC.
We recognize that for now the LOC is a “non-treaty” agreement and that the government of
B.C. recognizes the “Shuswap Nation Tribal Council's 9 First Nations are engaged with the Province in
discussions associated with land and resource use within asserted traditional territories outside of the B.C. treaty
process.” [emphasis added]
However, we are concerned that the LOC could easily become an “incremental treaty agreement” with the
concurrence of the 7 Kukpi7’s, the same way the 7 Kukpi7’s, signed onto the LOC without consulting the
Secwépemc Peoples, or obtaining their consent. There are sections of the LOC such as section 6.3, which provide:
6.3. In the interest of comprehensive reconciliation between the Crown and the Secwepemc Nation, the federal
government may become a Party to this LOC through an amendment to this LOC made in writing and signed by
all the Parties. [emphasis added]
Section 6.3 opens the door to the federal government joining into the LOC process, particularly since section 6.2
states, in part, “the Parties recognize that Canada has a critical role in reconciliation.”
Moreover, Stage One of the BCTC process, which involves “[f]iling a Statement of Intent to Negotiate a Treaty”
has a low threshold for entry into the BCTC process, particularly since “an aboriginal governing body” doesn’t
have to document or substantiate any lines on a map, such as the map (Appendix A) attached to the LOC. This is
what has led to one of the major problems of the BCTC process: “overlap” or shared territories.
After all, section 18 of the 2019 BC Treaty Negotiations Policy makes it clear that:
18. Treaties, agreements and other constructive arrangements are the preferred methods of achieving the
reconciliation of Crown title and the inherent titles of
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Participating Indigenous Nations, and the reconciliation of pre-existing Indigenous sovereignty with assumed
Crown sovereignty. [emphasis added]
Therefore, we want to make it clear, that as far as we are concerned, the “Qwelminte Secwepemc Leadership
Council” is not a band, First Nation, Nation or entity possessed of Aboriginal Title or Rights, under Sewépemc
law, Canadian law or international law. It is a formulation of the seven signatory Secwépemc Kukpi7’s to the
LOC and now apparently
recognized by the government of B.C., without the Free, Prior, Informed Consent of the proper Secwépemc Title
& Rights Holders, the People: the “Qwelminte Secwepemc Leadership Council” does not represent our
community, and has never been mandated to negotiate on our behalf, or with respect to our Secwépemc Peoples
Aboriginal Title and Rights in what is now asserted to be the province of British Columbia.
The collective Secwépemc Proper Title Holders have not authorized Shuswap Nation Tribal Council, or any other
organizations to represent them as Title or Rights holders.
We wish to state unequivocally that our members in no way waive our respective Aboriginal rights, including title,
in our traditional territory within what is now asserted to be the province of B.C.
The same applies to the NStQ and Ktunaxa who are both negotiating Final Agreements (Modern Treaties) over
lands within the Secwépemc Nation Territory, where our Secwépemc Peoples who are not participating in the
BCTC process, assert Title and Rights.
Since my Open Letter was sent out on March 25, 2019, we have only recently learned that on September 10, 2018,
your government signed a Memorandum of Understanding with the Union of BC Municipalities regarding
Engagement with UBCM and Local Governments on Treaty Agreements, Non-Treaty Agreements and
Indigenous Initiatives.
We were not consulted before this MOU was signed and it only adds to our concerns about the
LOC.
In our view, this MOU will definitely affect the contemplated LOC process under the MOU
category of “Non-treaty” agreements, while under the terms of the MOU, the province controls the information
sharing and consultation process with the municipal governments within the Secwepemc Nation Territory, which
is also our members of Skat’sin te Secwépemc Neskonlith asserted Title and Rights Territory.
Since the announcement of the new BC Treaty Negotiations Policy, as we have noted above, we are concerned
the LOC can potentially evolve into an “incremental treaty”.
You can be assured we will vigorously oppose this from happening as it appears this is the intent of the LOC
agreement—to formalize its relationship with Secwépemc with regard to, Title & Rights and governance between
the province with possibility of including Canada at some point.
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Since the Territory where our Skat’sin te Secwépemc Neskonlith members assert Title and Rights is much of the
same Territory covered by the LOC, as asserted by the “Qwelminte Secwepemc Leadership Council”, we consider
this is a very serious threat to the Title and Rights of our Secwépemc Peoples, especially since the LOC provides
that the “Qwelminte Secwepemc Leadership Council” operates under the laws of B.C. and Canada:
10.9. This LOC will be governed by and construed in accordance with the laws of the Province of British
Columbia and Canada.
To be clear, the LOC map (Appendix A-Page 26) was not consented to, or shared with, the Secwépemc Proper
Title Holders who were not informed of the negative impacts of the LOC (Appendix A-Page 26) map. The
Secwépemc Proper Title Holders were also not informed how province will use this map. Title is held collectively
by the Secwépemc Proper Title Holders NOT by the ethnographer James Teit’s perceived divisions.
As you can see by the “Land Traditions of the Neskonlith-Adams Lake Shuswap” Report, which was presented to
your government in 1999, our land traditions are not based on James Teit’s perceived “divisions”. Our Secwépemc
Proper Title Holders continue to be socially and culturally organized to operate in seven landscape zones across
Secwépemc Territory.
Consequently, our behalf of Skat’sin te Secwépemc Neskonlith, we are formally registering our opposition to the
LOC and the new B.C. Treaty Negotiations Policy’s application in Secwépemc Territory, because we do not
accept the provisions of the Policy, or the process used by the government of B.C. and the other parties in
developing the Policy, which in our view, as we noted above, is contrary to the minimum standards in the UN
Declaration, particularly article 27:
Article 27
States shall establish and implement, in conjunction with indigenous peoples concerned, a fair, independent,
impartial, open and transparent process, giving due recognition to
indigenous peoples’ laws, traditions, customs and land tenure systems, to recognize and adjudicate the rights of
indigenous peoples pertaining to their lands, territories and resources, including those which were traditionally
owned or otherwise occupied or used. Indigenous peoples shall have the right to participate in this process.
[emphasis added]
The article 27 minimum standard in our view does not mean the governments of B.C. and Canada can unilaterally
select the Indigenous Peoples’ the Crown governments want to participate in the process. How is that a “fair,
independent, impartial, open and transparent process”?
Trans Mountain Pipeline Expansion Project:
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The last issue we want to provide your government notice on is our position regarding the
Trans Mountain Pipeline Expansion Project.
In this regard, please find attached a Secwépemc Notice Re: Non-Consensual Trans Mountain Pipeline
Expansion Project and a map of Secwepémc Nation Unceded, Unsurrendered Territory.
As the Secwépemc Notice affirms, Neskonlith te Secwépemc supports the position of our Secwépemc Proper
Title Holders, the People, which is “No Consent” to any activities connected to the Trans Mountain Pipeline
Expansion Project within Secwépemc Nation Unceded, Unsurrendered Territory.
For your information, we informed the Prime Minister in our letter addressed to him of April 16, 2017, that in
accordance with our Inherent Secwépemc laws, legal orders, jurisdiction, from June 2-4, 2017, members of our
Secwepemc Nation hosted a Secwepemcul'ecw Assembly. The Assembly took place on the land near Clearwater
and we held ceremony right on the route where the Kinder Morgan pipeline (now TMX) is proposed to cross.
In the presence of our Chiefs, elders, women and children, the "Secwepemc Peoples Declaration on Protecting
Our Land and Water against the Kinder Morgan Trans Mountain Pipeline" was declared.
We the Secwepemc have never provided and will never provide our collective free, prior and informed consent the minimal international standard - to the Kinder Morgan Trans Mountain Pipeline Project. We explicitly and
irrevocably refuse its passage through our territory… We will continue asserting our collective Secwepemc
responsibility and jurisdiction to address these most urgent issues impacting Secwepemcul'ecw.
Moreover, On December 14, 2018, the Chair of the United Nations Committee on the Elimination of Racial
Discrimination (CERD) sent the federal government a letter regarding the Trans Mountain Pipeline Expansion
Project and its impact on the Secwpemec Indigenous People. In the letter the CERD Chair wrote to the Trudeau
government and stated:
the Committee would like to underscore that the realization of the Trans Mountain Pipeline Expansion Project
without free, prior and informed consent, would permanently affects the land rights of Secwepemc people and, as a
result, would infringe their rights under the International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial
Discrimination.
The CERD Chairperson also asked for the following information from the federal government by April 8, 2019:
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requests the State party to provide information on the steps taken to ensure the respect of the right to consultation
and free, prior and informed consent of the Secwepemc people, in relation to the Trans Mountain Pipeline
Extension Project.
Even if CERD’s request is unheeded by Prime Minister Trudeau and the Trans Mountain Corporation, we will
certainly keep the UN CERD informed about the federal government’s and the provincial government’s unilateral
actions regarding the Trans Mountain Pipeline Expansion Project vis-à-vis our Secwepemc Title and Rights!
By way of this letter and attached Notice, you and your government have now been directly advised of our
opposition to the Trans Mountain Pipeline Expansion Project.
Conclusion:
In closing, we suggest your government reset its government wide “vision of reconciliation” by following what the
UN Committee on the Elimination Racial Discrimination (CERD) stated in its recommendations from its 2012
Report and repeated in its 2017 Report regarding Canada:
20. The Committee is concerned about reports according to which the right to consultation as provided in
legislation and the right to prior, free and informed consent to projects and initiatives concerning Aboriginal
peoples, are not fully applied by the State party, and may be subject to limitations. It is also concerned that
Aboriginal peoples are not always consulted for projects conducted on their lands or which affect their rights and
that treaties with Aboriginal peoples are not fully honoured or implemented. The Committee is further concerned
that Aboriginal peoples incur heavy financial expenditures in litigation to resolve land disputes with the State
party owing to rigidly adversarial positions taken by the State party in such disputes. While acknowledging that
the Special Claims Tribunal constitutes a positive step, the Committee is concerned at reports that this tribunal
does not resolve disputes on treaty rights for all First Nations and does not provide for all guarantees for a fair
and equitable settlement (art. 5).
In light of its general recommendation No. 23 (1997) on the rights of indigenous peoples, the Committee
recommends that the State party, in consultation with Aboriginal peoples:
(a)
Implement in good faith the right to consultation and to free, prior and informed consent of
Aboriginal peoples whenever their rights may be affected by projects carried out on their lands, as set forth in
international standards and the State
party’s legislation;
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(b)
Continue to seek in good faith agreements with Aboriginal peoples with
regard to their lands and resources claims under culturally-sensitive judicial procedures, find
means and ways to establish titles over their lands, and respect their treaty rights;
(c)
Take appropriate measures to guarantee that procedures before the Special
Tribunal Claims are fair and equitable and give serious consideration to the establishment of a
Treaty Commission with a mandate to resolve treaty rights issues. [Source:
CERD/C/CAN/CO/19-20]
If there is interest, we are prepared to discuss our position regarding the 1) LOC and the new 2)
B.C. Treaty Negotiations Policy and the 3) Trans Mountain Expansion Project, at a meeting
with an agenda and location jointly developed.
Please let me know if your government is interested in discussing the concerns and forgoing
issues we have raised in this letter.
Sincerely,

Chief Judy Wilson Skat'sin te Secwepemc Neskonlith
cc.

Neskonlith Council
Secwépemc Proper Title Holders
Secwepemc Kukpi7’s
Grand
Chief
Stewart
Phillip, President, UBCIC
Interior Alliance
Coast Protectors
Mr. Justin Trudeau, Leader of the
Liberal Party of Canada Mr. Ian
Shugart, Clerk of the Privy Council
Mr. Amir Noureddine, Chair, CERD, United Nations
~~~~~~~

WARNING
SECWÉPEMC NOTICE
RE: NON-CONSENSUAL TRANS MOUNTAIN PIPELINE EXPANSION PROJECT
Neskonlith te Secwépemc, acknowledge and respect the collectively held title and rights by
the Secwépemc Peoples throughout Secwépemculecw. The initial pipeline that was put
through these territorial lands did not have the consent of our Secwépemc Peoples, nor does
the proposed twinning of the pipeline. Any provincially or federally issued permits or

construction notices, or activities on these lands are NOT CONSENTED TO as these are
unceded, non-surrendered, Secwépemc Title lands and waters, not relinquished under any
historic Treaty, Comprehensive Land Claims Settlement Agreements, Self-Government
Agreements or any other Legislative Arrangements.
Neskonlith does not consent to destruction, displacement or disturbance to cultural
or sacred sites/areas.
Neskonlith does not consent to the development of any site for TMX Pipeline
worker camps, also known as man camps.
Neskonlith does not consent to the TMX Stockpile Site on unceded Secwépemc
Title Lands.
Neskonlith does not consent to any contractors, or workers occupying, using or
disturbing Secwépemc Title Lands for the purposes of carrying out any nonconsensual activities connected to the TMX Pipeline Expansion Project.
Neskonlith does not consent to any cutting or removal of trees connected to the
TMX Pipeline Expansion Project.
Neskonlith does not consent to any water disturbances, diversion, changes or rerouting in and about lakes, rivers or streams, or placement of anti-spawning
mats, or the disturbance or transportation or use of water connected to the TMX
Pipeline Expansion Project.
Neskonlith does not consent to any construction activities, including any
rutting, compaction, erosion or exposure of soils or altering natural surface
drainage patterns, connected to the TMX Pipeline Expansion Project.
Neskonlith does consent to any construction of stream, lake, river or
wetland crossings, such as the construction of bridges or culverts
connected to the TMX Pipeline Expansion Project.
Neskonlith does not consent to any land transfers connected to the
Trans Mountain Pipeline NOTICE ISSUED UNDER THE
AUTHORITY OF THE NESKONLITH INDIAN BAND!
FOR MORE INFORMATION PLEASE CONTACT:
Chief Judy Wilson Skat’sin te Secwépemc Neskonlith
Cell 1-250-320-7738 or Office 1-250-679-3295
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Email: judywilson@neskonlith.net
.___^^^^^^^___.
ARTICLES
As IPJ is a refereed journal, articles may be posted on a different schedule from the rest of
the journal. We will send out an e-mail announcement when the next set of articles are posted
when they are not posted with a regular new journal, and they can be downloaded as a pdf file.
Current articles are available with list on line at: http://www.indigenouspolicy.org/ipjblog/.
>>>>:--------+--------:<<<<
RESEARCH NOTES
INDIGENOUS KNOWLEDGE TO SAVING CLIMATE AND LAND
Mark Trahant*
Reprinted with author's permission from Indian Country Today, August 12, 2019,
https://newsmaven.io/indiancountrytoday/news/un-says-rethink-land-use-before-it-s-too-lateRxZFknDTs0mk1BzAJiLaOA/.
UN says rethink land use 'before it's too late'.
Agriculture, food production, and deforestation are major drivers of climate change.
There are two things you need to know from last week’s report on land use and climate
change from the United Nations.
First: Governments around the world need to move quicker in order to limit the damage.
And second: Indigenous knowledge is essential.
“Climate change has already affected food security due to warming, changing
precipitation patterns, and greater frequency of some extreme events,” according to the Special
Report on Climate Change and Landreleased by the United Nations last week in Geneva.
Or as the UN scientists said in a presentation: "Climate change is making a challenging
situation worse and undermining food security."
“Governments challenged the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change to take the
first ever comprehensive look at the whole land-climate system,” said the body’s chair, Hoesung
Lee. He said in a news release that it’s the first time that a majority of the report’s authors are
from developing countries.
Think of that. This international report writes about the destruction of habitat including
the point of view of the people who will be impacted first. The methodology of the report
explicitly included interviews with Indigenous populations as a key source.
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The UN report found that agriculture, food production, and deforestation are major drivers of
climate change.
Climate change has already affected food security due to warming, changing precipitation
patterns, and greater frequency of some extreme events, the report said. “Based on Indigenous
and local knowledge, climate change is affecting food security in drylands, particularly those in
Africa, and high mountain regions of Asia and South America.”
The report said better land management is essential and could contribute to tackling climate
change, but that alone is not a solution. The report says: “Reducing greenhouse gas emissions
from all sectors is essential if global warming is to be kept to well below 2 degrees Celsius, if not
1.5 degrees.”
Indigenous communities will be in the path of these dramatic climate forces. The report
cites significant permafrost degradation and food instability, even at the lower levels of 1.5
degrees warming.
“New knowledge shows an increase in risks from dryland water scarcity, fire damage,
permafrost degradation and food system instability, even for global warming of around 1.5°C,”
said Valérie Masson-Delmotte, co-chair of panel’s working group. “Very high risks related to
permafrost degradation and food system instability are identified at 2°C of global warming.”
She said humans affect more than 70 per cent of ice-free land and a quarter of that is
already degraded.
"Today 500 million people live in areas that experience desertification,” she said at the
news conference told journalists. “People living in already degraded or desertified areas are
increasingly negatively affected by climate change.”
Sooner rather than later people will need to rethink the use of land (and diets) in order to
slow the growth of global warming.
The report also links the relationship between poverty and land use.
“Reducing inequalities, improving incomes, and ensuring equitable access to food so that
some regions (where land cannot provide adequate food) are not disadvantaged, are other ways
to adapt to the negative effects of climate change,” the report said. “An overall focus on
sustainability coupled with early action offers the best chances to tackle climate change. This
would entail low population growth and reduced inequalities, improved nutrition and lower food
waste. This could enable a more resilient food system and make more land available for
bioenergy, while still protecting forests and natural ecosystems. However, without early action in
these areas, more land would be required for bioenergy, leading to challenging decisions about
future land-use and food security.”
The Quinault Nation is among the tribes in coastal Washington dealing with climate
change. Photo by Sam Beebe
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One of the authors, Eduardo Calvo, co-chair of the task force on national greenhouse gas
inventories, said “policies that support sustainable land management, ensure the supply of food
for vulnerable populations, and keep carbon in the ground while reducing greenhouse gas
emissions are important.”
One key finding is that countries should consider all options to reduce greenhouse gas
emissions, including by growing plant-based fuels. “Limiting global warming to one point five
or even to decrease will involve removing carbon dioxide from the atmosphere and learned has a
critical role to play in carbon dioxide removal,” Calvo said.
The take-away: “Acting early is more cost-effective as it avoids losses.” The UN panel
said that meant scaling up efforts by governments to better manage land and water for
sustainability.
The Special Report on Climate Change and Land was prepared by 107 experts from 52
countries.
*Mark Trahant is the editor of Indian Country Today. He is a member of the Shoshone-Bannock
Tribes. Follow him on Twitter @TrahantReports.
<<<>^<>>>
CLIMATE AND HEALTH RISKS OF LIQUIFIED NATURAL GAS
Laalitha Surapaneni, MD, MPH and Zachary Morse, Physicians for Social Responsibility (PSR),
Republished
from
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November
2019,
content/uploads/2019/11/LNG-WHITE-PAPER-11262019.pdf

https://www.psr.org/wp-

Introduction
The years between 2005-2018 witnessed a dramatic rise in “natural” gas (methane) production in the United States, driven by the use of horizontal hydraulic fracturing, or frack- ing,
an extraction process that injects highly pressurized water and chemicals underground to fracture
rock formations.
Once fracked, the gas is typically transported and distributed domestically through a vast
network of pipelines. However, when the gas is intended for export to another continent,
pipelines are not an option. Instead, the gas is liquified and transported in special cryogenic
tankers for overseas delivery.
Liquified Natural Gas (LNG) is methane that is filtered (or “purified” to use the industry
term) and supercooled to -260° F, turning it from gas to liquid. Liquefaction reduces the gas’s
volume by 600 times, making it easier to store and transport in large quantities.
This white paper examines LNG’s implications for our environment, health and climate.
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LNG contributes heavily to the health emergency created by climate change. LNG is
primarily methane, a greenhouse gas 86 times more potent at trapping heat than carbon dioxide
over its first 20 years in the atmosphere.1
In addition, LNG may be more carbon-intensive than piped gas. To be liquified, the gas is
stripped of any carbon dioxide (CO2) it may be carrying; that CO2 is then generally released
through venting to the atmosphere. Furthermore, the liquefaction process itself requires a high
amount of energy. This, in combination with gas releases and leaks from the gas wellsite and the
compressor stations that keep gas flowing through the pipelines, results in an estimated 12-13
percent of the original fuel being lost or consumed throughout the entire LNG supply chain.2

The 2018 Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) special report on climate
change documents that human activities, primarily the use of fossil fuels, have already increased
the earth’s temperature by 1° C compared to pre-industrial levels.3 The 2018 Lancet Countdown
outlined the health impacts at the then-current levels of warming. In the U.S., 24 million more
Americans were exposed to extreme heat in 2011 than in 2010, and 12.3 million more in 2016
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when compared to the same baseline. Heat exposure can cause potentially lethal heat stroke.4
Extreme weather events like hurricanes resulted in damage to healthcare infrastructure and
increases in waterborne illnesses and mental health illnesses. Wildfires increased mortality.
Coastal areas saw an increase in Vibrio bacteria due to warmer oceans, as other regions
experienced an increase in mosquito- and flea-borne illnesses. The IPCC, the U.S. Global
Change Research Program and the Lancet have all called for a rapid, unprecedented shift away
from all fossil fuels in order to pre- vent potentially catastrophic climate change effects.
LNG and methane in general are marketed as a “clean” fossil fuel. But this is a relative
term and applies only when com- paring combustion emissions of methane to combustion of
coal, a notorious polluter. A full assessment of LNG’s pollution impacts must consider the
upstream effects of methane extraction, processing and transport.
The hydraulic fracturing extraction process injects a slurry of chemicals and millions of
gallons of water thousands of feet underground at high pressure. Many of the chemicals used in
fracking are not disclosed, but of the ones that are known, many have significant health effects.
In 2016, a Yale study found that of the 1,021 chemicals identified in fracking fluids, only 241
had toxicity information avail- able. Of these, 157 were deemed toxic to the reproductive system
or human development, and of those, 67 had federal guidelines regulating them.5 However, due
to passage of the “Halliburton loophole” in the 2005 Energy Policy Act, fracking operations are
exempt from meeting the federal standards set in the Safe Drinking Water Act and Clean Water
Act. Regulation is left to the states, and restrictions on fracking chemicals are weak to
nonexistent.
The fracked gas itself, like any other fossil fuel, is a source of pollutants, some of which
are major health concerns. Fracked gas as it comes out of the ground is a mixture containing
methane, volatile organic compounds (VOCs), particulate matter, and nitrogen oxides (NOx).
Among the VOCs are the BTEX group, consisting of benzene, toluene, ethylbenzene and xylene.
Benzene has been classified as a carcinogen and major human health concern with no safe levels
of exposure. Meanwhile, toluene and xylene both have detrimental impacts on the nervous
system, and long-term exposure to ethylbenzene may lead to blood disorders.6
Particulate matter, especially PM 2.5 and smaller particles, contributes to heart disease
and is implicated in strokes, asthma, and cancer.7,8 Nitrogen oxides are a reactive chemical that
can combine with VOCs to form ground-lev- el ozone, which contributes to lung diseases and
asthma attacks and can aggravate pre-existing heart diseases.9 Nitrogen oxides also contribute to
the formation of nitric acid vapor, acid rain, particulate matter and other harmful chemicals.10
Emissions of methane and toxic gases can occur when fracked gas is transported via
pipelines, which are subject to leaks and explosions. Leaks also occur from compressor stations
and pipelines. To be liquified, the fracked gas must undergo a process that removes CO2,
mercury and some heavy hydrocarbons to create an end product that is primarily methane, which
is then supercooled into a liquid. Little public research has been conducted as to where the
byproducts of the concentration or “purification” process go. These chemicals may cause serious
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harm. Mercury is a well-known neurotoxin; exposure in utero can result in lifelong impairments
in cognitive thinking, memory, language, and attention.
The presence of LNG terminals also leads to poorer air quality. Loading and offloading
tankers results in fugitive emissions of methane as well as NOx, VOCs, ozone and particulate
matter.11 In addition, the increase in traffic from trucks and tankers, often fueled by diesel, adds
to air pollution. With LNG terminals often sited in areas that fail
to meet National Ambient Air Quality Standards, these extra air pollutants exacerbate the health
risks that already face heavily burdened communities.
Finally, when LNG is returned to a gaseous form in the importing country, it can again
leak into the atmosphere, and, when used to generate electricity, can displace the development of
clean, safe, renew- able forms of energy.
Safety & Security Threats
LNG is a volatile and potentially explosive material, so plants pose challenges to safety.
In 2014 in Plymouth, Washington, LNG processing equipment exploded, injuring five
employees while leaking enough gas to prompt the evacuation of residents within a two-mile
radius. The incident highlights serious gaps in oversight of the LNG industry: The injuries were
not reported, since the employees were able to leave the hospital the same day. Shrapnel from the
explosion pierced multiple storage tanks causing LNG leaks. However, these leaks went
unreported. Why? The accidents are not in the reportable category because, when LNG comes in
contact with the air, it evaporates. Thus the leaks are never reported as “spills”. 12
As LNG plants are located in coastal areas, they are vulnerable to the impacts of extreme
weather events such as hurricanes and coastal flooding— events made more frequent and
stronger due to climate change.
LNG also poses grounds for concern in regard to national security. A full LNG tanker
carries the energy equivalent of 55 atomic bombs, making it a potential target for terrorist
attacks, especially when at port near population centers.13
Environmental Justice
LNG contributes to environ- mental justice problems, as liquefaction and export facilities
often have disproportionate impacts on minority and sensitive populations. These facilities are
often placed in areas that are predominantly home to African American, Native American and
Hispanic families and families of lower socioeconomic status, and may be sited close to schools
and nursing homes. Such proximity, often reflecting these communities’ lack of political power,
intensifies the impact on vulnerable populations and people with pre-existing health conditions.
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Two cases illustrate how vulnerable communities fare when industrial projects move into
the area. Brownsville, Texas, a city with one of the nation’s highest poverty rates and a
population that is over 90 percent Hispanic, had three separate LNG export facilities being
proposed as of 2018. The Texas Commission on Environmental Quality (TCEQ) reported that at
least one of those plants would emit significant amounts of particulate matter, greenhouse gases
and hydrogen sulfide,
Hazardous Air Pollutants, sulfur dioxide, and sulfuric acid mist.14 Concerned citizens
and environmental groups submit- ted over 2,000 comments to TCEQ, citing their concerns that
the plant, proposed to be sited just upwind from local schools, would put children at even greater
risk for exacerbation of asthma or other respiratory illnesses. 15
Concern was also raised over the damage the facilities could inflict on the environment
and tourism economy. Although the city passed resolutions opposing development, construction
of the Brownsville export terminal was approved by the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission
(FERC) in late November 2019. Simultaneously, FERC also approved two other LNG export
facilities in the Rio Grande Valley, as well as the expansion of another export facility in Corpus
Christi.
Similarly, in Providence, Rhode Island, construction of the Fields Point LNG processing
plant has begun, despite concerns over environmental justice issues expressed by Providence’s
mayor, state senator and U.S. representative.
The Department of Environmental Management and the Rhode Island Coastal Resources Management Council both determined the project was permissible under state policy;
however, their determinations can be preempted.
Yet in its final decision, FERC ruled that the executive order requiring consideration of
potential impacts on minority and low-in- come populations was not applicable to an
independent commission such as itself.16
The Race for LNG
The U.S., having entered the LNG export market in the past few years, is now rap- idly
building out its export capacity.
As of May 2019, there were 10 LNG export terminals in North America pro- posed to
FERC, as well as several more projects in pre-filing stages. This is in addition to 14
import/export terminals, most of them in the Gulf of Mexico, that have already been approved by
either FERC or the Maritime Administration/ U.S. Coast Guard.
This expansion would increase polluting and potentially dangerous extraction and
transport processes, while sinking billions of dollars into infrastructure that would lock the U.S.
into greenhouse emissions for decades to come and squeeze out clean, safe, health-protective
renewable energy sources.
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https://www.nrcan.gc.ca/energy/natural-gas/568
Credit: U.S. Federal Energy Regulation Commission (FERC)
Take Action!
•
•
•
•

Share information about the health risks of LNG. Identify areas of unknown health risks
and call for greater transparency and more scientific study.
Advocate for rapid transition to clean, safe renewable energy solutions such as solar,
wind and geothermal.
Work with Physicians for Social Responsibility to protect a healthy, livable planet.
For further information, contact Barbara Gottlieb at bgotttlieb@psr.org. www.psr.org
Graphic design by Jeanne Le Bras (jeannelb93@mail.com)
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Introduction
Native nations are distinct political entities within the territorial limits of the United
States (US). In spite of that, the existence of Native governing structures and their role as
autonomous units within the US were disregarded by political scientists well into the 1980s. A
shift towards exploring Native American nations from the perspective of their separate political
status was brought about by scholars' interest in Indigenous-driven processes aimed at reclaiming
self-government and asserting Indigenous nationhood.1 These processes, often referred to as
"Native nation building," are not merely a matter of the last three or four decades. Native
Americans have had a good conception of nationhood since pre-contact times and in the
following post-contact period, they have struggled for survival as peoples.2 Native peoples'
present-day efforts to organize as nations capable of asserting and implementing their own forms
of government are best characterized by the term nation rebuilding which, in the words of
Onondaga faithkeeper Oren Lyons, best reflects the fact that Native nations are not newly built,

1

Since the mid-1980s, a research initiative called the Harvard Project on American Indian Economic Development
was launched under the direction of sociologist Steven Cornell and economist Joseph Kalt. Stephen Cornell,
"Becoming Public Sociology: Indigenous Nations, Dialogue, and Change" in Vincent Jeffries (ed.), Handbook of
Public Sociology (Lanham, MD: Rowman and Littlefield, 2009), pp. 263–79.
2
Vine Deloria and Clifford M. Lytle, The Nations Within: The Past and Future of American Indian Sovereignty
(Austin, TX: University of Texas Press, 1984), pp. 8–9.
342

but rather continuously rebuilt as they evolve and react to changed external and internal
conditions.3
Native nation building is a process that involves different rebuilding strategies with a goal
of achieving self-determination and cultural, economic, and political sovereignty in the
conditions of US legal system, in which Native peoples live as nations within a nation.4 This
article focuses on the case of the White Earth rebuilding process and documents one key aspect
of Native nation building, that of restoring self-government through constitutional reform.
Placing the study into a century-long timeframe (1913–2013) reveals the White Earth
Anishinaabe5 persistent struggle for survival and continuation as a nation. This is what is at stake
in the White Earth rebuilding process.
The specificities of and obstacles to the White Earth rebuilding process stem from the
White Earth Nation's unique situation caused by an atypical implementation of the Indian
Reorganization Act (IRA) of 1934.6 In 1936, the White Earth Nation became part of a federative
arrangement called the Minnesota Chippewa Tribe (MCT) which joined six scattered Minnesota
Anishinaabe reservations (White Earth, Leech Lake, Fond du Lac, Bois Forte, Grand Portage,
Mille Lacs) under a single constitution. This federative government design, based on a simplified
US model of government, remains a pernicious colonial legacy that continually puts the White
Earth Nation's autonomy and powers at stake in the Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA)-MCT-White
Earth Nation hierarchy. The procedural obstacles entrenched in the MCT Constitution restrict
decision-making freedom of individual reservations, make amending or revoking the constitution
difficult, and prevent separating from the federative arrangement and creating independent
reservation governments.
To govern themselves effectively, in agreement with their culture and social relations, the
White Earth Anishinaabeg try to get rid of the crippling effects of colonial legacies that still
persist in their governing structure. These efforts are common to all Native nations that
embarked on a difficult path toward asserting their own conception of nation building. This path
is in sharp contrast with that determined by the federal government in the 1930s when the
Indigenous right to self-government was entrenched in the IRA of 1934.
This study’s purpose is to investigate the White Earth rebuilding process in the context of
both destructive (allotment and termination) and reconstructive (Indian reorganization and selfdetermination) federal Indian policy periods and to explain why the final phase of the promising
3

Miriam Jorgensen (ed.), Rebuilding Native Nations: Strategies for Governance and Development (Tucson, AZ:
University of Arizona Press, 2007), p. viii.
4
"Nations within nations" is a crucial feature of Indigenous nationhood because it differentiates the claims of Native
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White Earth government reform of 2007 – 2013 failed. Thwarting implementation of the unique
White Earth democratic constitution reveals external obstacles to the planned government reform
and ingrained effects of colonization on the people's mentality. My goal is not just to provide
new empirical findings because these have limited meaning when they are not filtered through a
theoretical or interpretive framework. I strive to reconcile empirical data with the analytic tools
of new institutionalism, Michel Foucault's genealogy, and Indigenous studies perspectives. This
case-specific theoretical framework that selectively uses theoretical concepts from different
research traditions gives new insights into the dilemmas of rebuilding the White Earth Nation. I
argue that the persistence of the malfunctioning governing institutions resisting the White Earth
Anishinaabe reform efforts is caused by a combination of three factors. First, in the political
system of the MCT's governing institutions self-reinforcing dynamics are at work. At the very
beginning, they excluded the possibility of a more autonomous White Earth government and
prevented the departure from the established path through obstacles built into the MCT
Constitution. Second, colonial legacies of federal Indian policy persist in the US government's
control over political activities of the White Earth/MCT government. Third, internalization of the
colonial status by a portion of the White Earth population has led to adoption of the external
definition of identity and appropriation of the formerly alien political structure. This internalized
colonization deeply divides the White Earth society and is one of the sources of path
dependence, understood broadly as the dependence on the colonial past.
Integrating Native Nation Building into Political Science and Theory
Nation building is a classic topic in political science. In spite of that, this significant phenomenon
in relation to Native peoples was, until recently, overlooked by US political scientists. The 2016
Reflections Symposium of the influential American Political Science Association journal
Perspectives on Politics drew attention to the problem of neglecting research topics relating to
Indigenous politics and marginalizing Native American scholarship in political science. 7 In his
essay, "Why Does Political Science Hate American Indians?" the Symposium organizer Kennan
Ferguson analyzed the causes of excluding Native American scholars and perspectives and
outlined possible ways of remedying the situation. Ferguson recommended that political science
include Native forms of law, constitutions, relationships to the environment, nationalism,
collective decision making, and sovereign status in its conceptual framework. Six notable
political scientists, who responded to Ferguson's essay, agreed on the need to indigenize political
science by stressing Native sovereign nationhood and the special political status that
differentiates Native Americans from ethnic minorities.8
Native nations' rebuilding processes reflect political efforts stemming from the will of
Native peoples to govern themselves effectively in agreement with underlying foundational
principles of their communities. Stephen Cornell characterized this Native peoples' political
activity as the "Indigenous politics of self-government" and differentiated it from the "politics of
Indigenous self-government" which concerns non-Indigenous governments' policies toward
7
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Indigenous peoples and "substitutes self-management or self-administration for selfgovernment."9 Recent and current Native nations' rebuilding efforts are characterized by
asserting Native nationhood in connection with the Indigenous politics of self-government that,
according to Cornell, involves at least three core processes: identifying, organizing, and acting as
a nation.10 Solving the question of Native nationhood becomes the main task in Native peoples'
continuing struggle for self-determination which means the right to determine their identity and
their own conception of self-government.
The White Earth rebuilding process involves not only the White Earth Anishinaabe lengthy
struggle for greater autonomy within the MCT, but also unrelenting resistance to imposed
external definitions of their identity. White Earth Anishinaabe collective identification has its
roots in the last third of the nineteenth century when the federal government established the
White Earth Reservation (1867) which concentrated various Minnesota Anishinaabe bands. Even
though this reservation was not their original homeland, the Anishinaabeg connected their
identity with it when, in the early twentieth century, they started to "think of themselves first as
White Earth residents."11 White Earth Anishinaabe scholar Jill Doerfler in her recent works
examined in detail the question of White Earth Anishinaabe collective identity.12 Her findings
suggest that in the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries, the White Earth Anishinaabeg
did not use rigid and simplistic conceptions of identity based on blood status. Their complex
ways of determining who was a part of their community relied on such criteria as cultural
characteristics and lifestyle choices.
In order to gain insight into the White Earth Anishinaabe rebuilding process in its longterm historic context, it is important to pay attention to works that shed light on spiritual and
cultural aspects of Anishinaabe nationhood. Rebecca Kugel and Michael D. McNally point out
the White Earth Anishinaabe remarkable ability to resist Christianizing pressures of the
nineteenth and the early twentieth centuries aimed at uprooting spiritual elements of the
Anishinaabe value system. Despite assimilationist Christianization, the White Earth
Anishinaabeg exercised cultural sovereignty through their way of life in which relationships
based on empathy and mutual help were not suppressed but even strengthened by Christian
values.13 White Earth Anishinaabe scholar Lawrence W. Gross argues that there is a continuity in
Anishinaabe worldview from the past to the present contained in the unifying concept of
Anishinaabe bimaadiziwin philosophy.14 A. Irving Hallowell, who translated bimaadiziwin as the
"good life," defined this term as "life in the fullest sense, life in the sense of longevity, health and
9
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freedom from misfortune."15 According to Gross, the Anishinaabeg see the essence of the good
life in morality based on such values as self-control, generosity, and respect to all life. This
moral system has not changed over time and remains the foundation of the Anishinaabe attitude
to life.
For most Native American nations, native nation building/rebuilding is a complicated
process of divesting themselves of colonial legacies and their transformative effects on peoples'
thought. Consequences of imposed cultural destruction often divide Native communities and
weaken their efforts to practice internal sovereignty in fundamental matters, such as citizenship
criteria and democratization of self-governing institutions. The White Earth Nation's situation as
a subordinate subunit of the MCT has been a source of White Earth Anishinaabe resistance to the
joint constitution which disregards Anishinaabe traditions and political experience. The White
Earth government reform of 2007–2013 was an act of sovereignty because the White Earth
Anishinaabeg acted as citizens entitled to make decisions about their nation's future. In The
White Earth Nation: Ratification of a Native Democratic Constitution, Gerald Vizenor and Jill
Doerfler, who were directly involved in the White Earth constitutional reform, give an account of
the reform process and the complicated path to achieving constitutional consensus among White
Earth constitutional convention delegates.16 The book, published in 2012, could not anticipate
events of 2014–2016 which prevented implementing the new constitution and changed the result
of constitutional reform.
In this article, I analyze the White Earth rebuilding process in the context of changing
federal Indian policies and identify the causes that led to the White Earth constitutional reform
deadlock. The White Earth Nation is not the only Native nation that failed in its reform efforts.
As Steven Haberfeld notes, there may be more cases of constitutional reform failure than success
when the reform runs into opposition by tribal citizens.17 Nonetheless, the White Earth Nation is
one of the few Native nations that managed not only to ratify the new constitution, but also to
gain the citizens' support in the referendum.
With regard to the contextual specificity of White Earth Anishinaabe social and political
life within the existing MCT governing structure, I use theoretical approaches from different
research traditions in pragmatic and eclectic ways in order to find explanations for phenomena
and circumstances that led to the White Earth government reform failure. Using Rudra Sil's and
Peter J. Katzenstein's analytic eclecticism, this research strategy uncovers links between
seemingly incongruous theories and conceptual tools and offers new insights into solving realworld problems and dilemmas.18 My case-specific theoretical framework combines perspectives
and goals of Indigenous studies with Michel Foucault's genealogy and analytic tools of new
institutionalism.
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Indigenous studies emphasizes preservation, revitalization, and persistence of Native
cultures and values because these are aspects on which Native peoples can build their separate
identity. In this article, I understand the political dimension of Anishinaabe nationhood as a
source of sovereignty and self-determination that empowers the White Earth Anishinaabeg to
determine their own form of government and become active agents of change. My research
contributes to Indigenous studies in that it fills some empirical gaps in the history of White Earth
governance during the allotment, reorganization, and termination periods. In agreement with the
main goal of Indigenous studies – "to bring positive change to Native people and their
communities through research"19 – I would like to benefit the White Earth Nation by critically
analyzing the strengths and weaknesses of the government reform process. Using one of the key
terms of Indigenous studies, Gerald Vizenor's neologism of survivance that connects survival
and resistance,20 I analyze the White Earth rebuilding process motivated both by the White Earth
Anishinaabe resistance to the imposed form of government and by their efforts to practice
sovereignty in vital matters. Through this strategy, the White Earth Anishinaabeg exercise the
Indigenous politics of self-government which Stephen Cornell defines as "an attempt to give
political force to Indigenous nationhood."21
Applying Foucault's genealogy in my research sharpens critical perspectives of Indigenous
studies. Foucault's genealogy is close to Vizenor's understanding of dominant historical
discourses as tools of dominance.22 Through its critical interest in the present, the genealogical
method focuses on identifying historical conditions which gave rise to and still affect present-day
power relations and practices. Foucault uses retrospective analyses of present systems "to show,
based upon their historical establishment and formation, those systems which are still ours today
and within which we are trapped."23 It is possible to understand the persistence of inefficient
MCT governing institutions, that are still in place as legacies of colonial dominance, when we
take into account the internalization of the formerly alien governing structure by a portion of the
White Earth population. I use the genealogical approach to analyze the micro-practices of power
in the interactions between BIA field officials and MCT representatives. I reveal power relations
and coercion practices hidden behind seemingly free Minnesota Anishinaabe decision to subject
internal matters of the six reservations to plenary power of the MCT. Focusing on the past with
the goal to understand the present requires examining archival documents which Foucault prefers
to other forms of research.24 My data come from the research conducted at the National Archives
(NARA) in Kansas City, Missouri, the study of archival newspapers made available by the
Minnesota Historical Society in Minneapolis, and from recent Anishinaabe newspapers. The
19
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NARA collections I studied are archived as record group 75 and contain records of the Bureau of
Indian Affairs, Consolidated Chippewa Agency and Minneapolis Area Office. On the one hand,
archival documents provide detailed empirical material in some cases, while on the other, they
are often incomplete, chaotic, misfiled, missing, and sometimes hardly readable. BIA records
create a false impression of smooth cooperation between BIA Agency officials and MCT
representatives. Anishinaabe discontent with BIA's policy only rarely came out into the open
because much contention in debates was deliberately not put on file.25
In its emphasis on the study of archival documents, the genealogical approach is in
agreement with new institutionalism, which for the past three decades has been more attentive to
temporal dimensions of political processes. The use of archival data in my research is justified by
the fact that the White Earth Anishinaabe rebuilding process unfolds over several decades which
makes it impossible to study solely in the contemporary context. Archival documents did not
always provide sufficiently deep knowledge of empirical material, yet they allow insight into the
past necessary for investigating the development of White Earth governance over time and
considering the possibilities of path dependence. The term path dependence is connected with
processes that stretch over long time periods and have far-reaching effects on the path of
institutional development and distribution of political authority. Using path dependence, it is
possible to search for answers to the question of why institutions persist even though they are no
longer efficient.26 Paul Pierson explains institutional persistence in terms of self-reinforcing
processes in which existing structures generate positive feedback effects to political actors and
entrench their interests so that the departure from the established path becomes less likely over
time.27 My application of path dependence to the White Earth rebuilding process uses a broad
conception of this term as the dependence of the current state of Anishinaabe governing
institutions on the state instituted at the time of their creation. Pierson stresses the role of timing
and sequencing in path-dependent processes and argues that "when an event occurs may be
crucial. Because earlier parts of a sequence matter much more than later parts, an event that
happens 'too late' may have no effect, although it might have been of great consequence if the
timing had been different."28 Timing is especially relevant when analyzing the White Earth
rebuilding process because it offers one of the possible explanations for the numerous vain
attempts made by the Anishinaabeg in the course of nearly eight decades to reverse the
institutional path initiated in 1936 under the IRA provisions. I, therefore, pay attention to early
events that have causal power despite substantial temporal distance. These early events
correspond with critical junctures, periods in which important decisions determine the path of
institutional development and mark the beginning of path-dependent processes.29 I do not use
25
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path dependence in a deterministic sense ruling out the possibility of change, nor in the sense of
strictly causal relations between individual events. I accept the more recent view of new
institutionalists that change and stability of institutions are inextricably linked because in periods
of what appears to be institutional stability, gradual endogenous transformations operate.30
One of the strengths of new institutionalism is its applicability not only to Western liberal
democracies because it does "not make any assumptions about the shape of political institutions
or the values they embody."31 Another strength lies in its emphasis on informal practices and
unwritten conventions that play the same or even a greater role in institutional dynamics as
formal rules.32 For the White Earth Anishinaabeg, informal institutions were important for
strengthening community ties and in certain periods they even substituted formal ones.
My research extends the applicability of new institutionalism and its analytic tools to
complex nation building processes in Native American nations. Broadening the new
institutionalist empirical framework to Native American governing structures can contribute both
to the fields of political science and Indigenous studies. In the following section, I apply the
theoretical/methodological approaches outlined above to the history of White Earth
Anishinaabe reform efforts in order to understand and explain possible reasons why the
White Earth constitutional reform of 2007–2013, initially perceived by White Earth citizens
and scholars as successful and complete, turned a full circle back to the stage before the
constitutional reform.
Evolution of the White Earth Rebuilding Process
The Allotment Period: The White Earth Nation as Part of the General Council of the Chippewa
The pre-IRA history is connected with the establishment of the General Council of the Chippewa
in 1913, the first constitutional government which joined several Anishinaabe reservations,
including White Earth, into a loose coalition. In the era before federally supported selfgovernance, numerous Native nations tried to deal with erosive pressures of assimilation policy
by creating constitutional forms of government.33 To speed up the assimilation of Native people
into American society, government officials encouraged organizing a new type of Native
governments, the so-called "business councils."34 This type of government allowed the
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coexistence of a constitutional model and an elective council with practicing certain elements of
traditional governance.
The General Council of the Chippewa came into being as a reaction to the allotment
policy which deprived Anishinaabe reservations of a substantial part of their land base; the
White Earth Reservation lost more than ninety percent of its acreage. 35 Through the General
Council, the Minnesota Anishinaabeg wanted to defend themselves against illegal practices on
the part of the BIA, especially against the violations of the Nelson Act of 1889 that was
supposed to protect remaining reservation resources and money obtained from sales of
ceded lands.36
The General Council connected two different governing approaches by combining
elements of traditional Anishinaabe governance and American-style representational
system. The relationship between old (traditional) and newly instituted ways of governance that
could be termed "intercurrence"37 reflects the General Council's functioning in the short
period of its existence (1913–1927). Old and new approaches to governance were evident in
disputes between politically divided leadership factions on all Anishinaabe reservations.
Factional division did not follow racial lines, but it was caused by different cultural orientations
and economic behaviors.38 These factions that finally formed separate councils, the "full blood"
and the "mixed-blood" councils, met separately from 1919 to 1927.39 In spite of this division,
both factions played irreplaceable roles in the General Council's existence.
"Mixed-blood" council representatives were dissatisfied with the federal guardianship
implemented by the BIA which interfered in the majority of local Anishinaabe affairs. The scope
of the external encroachment was expressed in the words of Superintendent P. R.
Wadsworth: "If we are to give attention to a council by the Chippewas it should be a
council called and controlled by us."40 The "Mixed-blood" council's criticism was directed at
illegal, inefficient, and dishonest practices of BIA officials who abused their powers and
financed the BIA's operation in Minnesota out of the Anishinaabe trust fund. 41 On the one
hand, "mixed-blood" council representatives as small entrepreneurs were in a better position
to negotiate with BIA officials. On the other, they were more detached from the daily
struggles and troubles of reservation communities.
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Topics discussed at "full-blood" council meetings pertained mainly to ensuring
communities' material needs because after allotment, the White Earth Anishinaabeg had
limited access to areas containing seasonal resources. The main concern of this council's
representatives related to land and the Anishinaabe right to use renewable resources for
subsistence in accordance with treaties.42 Dependence on land, connected with traditional
practices, mainly with wild rice harvesting, making maple sugar, hunting, and fishing, was
not merely a strategy to survive. It was part of the "circle of life,"43 based on bimaadiziwin
ethics that governed human relationships and social life.
The General Council was significant from the perspective of later development of
White Earth governance, I argue, for the following three reasons. First, the General Council
preserved certain Anishinaabe governance practices that later served as an inspiration and
guidance in future reform efforts. These practices were based on applying bimaadiziwin
principles, such as responsibility to the community and ethical and cooperative
relationships. These principles manifested themselves in council meetings open to a
plurality of standpoints and consensual decision making.44 Second, creating the General
Council was the first critical juncture, a starting point on the trajectory toward the 1936
formation of the MCT. Third, the General Council represented the beginning of the White
Earth Nation's path to modern constitutional government.
The Reorganization and Termination Periods: The White Earth Nation as Part of the Minnesota
Chippewa Tribe
The direction of White Earth government's institutional development was
fundamentally affected by the White Earth Nation's incorporation into the joint governing
body of the MCT in 1936. This development was brought about by the shift in federal Indian
policy in the 1930s away from assimilation to recognition of Native peoples' inherent right to
self-government. The White Earth Anishinaabeg, in common with the other five Anishinaabe
reservations, accepted the IRA provisions with the expectation that the new legislation
would give them real decision-making powers in their affairs and the opportunity to escape
the system in which the BIA controlled all aspects of their lives.
In regard to the Anishinaabe reservations' way of organizing under the IRA, the BIA
office in Washington, DC expected that each reservation would create a separate government in
accordance with Section 16 of the IRA which identified a reservation with a tribe. 45 By contrast,
Consolidated Chippewa Agency personnel urged the creation of a joint governing body and
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argued that the situation of Anishinaabe reservations was unique due to their joint interest in
lands, property, and funds which only the tribe as a whole could handle.46
Early events around the decision making about organizing Anishinaabe reservations
under the IRA deserve heightened attention because they had a greater causal effect than
later events. In the sequence of early events, the most important point in time was the meeting
of June 27, 1935, when Anishinaabe delegates, selected and convened by Agency employees,
consented to an already prepared plan for a joint centralized government.47 Instead of six
separate reservation governments suiting local conditions, Agency officials proposed a solution
that simplified their administrative control over Minnesota Anishinaabe governance affairs.48
Evidence exists that the meeting was manipulated. Invitations to the meeting were extended only
to delegates who favored organizing into a single governing body and those from dissenting
communities were not represented.49 Delegates received insufficient and misleading information
about the implications of their decision. They were expressly summoned to "organize into a
General Council"50 which gave the delegates the wrong impression that the new political
arrangement would work similarly to the former decentralized inter-reservation coalition that had
allowed individual reservations to operate independently.
The June 27, 1935 meeting opened the second critical juncture in which the decisions made
were strongly influenced by the joint Anishinaabe path initiated in the first critical juncture.
The second critical juncture between June 27, 1935, when Anishinaabe delegates adopted the
draft constitution and June 20, 1936, when the MCT Constitution was ratified on each
reservation, was a time of openings for change. Nonetheless, objections regarding serious legal
difficulties in ensuring local autonomy and local land rights under the central MCT government,
made by top BIA officials in Washington, DC in July and August 1935, were disregarded by the
Consolidated Chippewa Agency.51 In March 1936, Assistant Commissioner Zimmerman's
objection that the final version of the constitution did not mention reservation organizations was
"solved" by adding a vague article that did not ensure independent functioning of reservation
councils.52 This brief account of the second critical juncture period suggests that events
following June 27, 1935, had no effect on the course of institutional development. Individual
reservations lost much of their autonomy and their needs and interests were subordinated to the
central government. Initial steps toward the joint governing organization encouraged further
movement in the same direction and initiated path-dependent processes.

46

Jacob Munnell to M. L. Burns, Superintendent, Consolidated Chippewa Agency, May 14, 1935; M. L. Burns to
John Collier, August 2, 1935. Box 55, Series 5: Decimal Correspondence File, NARA, RG 75.
47
Meeting of Chippewa Delegates to Organize into a General Council, June 27, 1935. Box 51, Series 4: Central
Subject Correspondence Files, NARA, RG 75.
48
Ibid.
49
William Zimmerman to Elmer A. Benson, March 7, 1936. Box 55, Series 5: Decimal Correspondence File,
NARA, RG 75.
50
Meeting, June 27, 1935.
51
William Zimmerman to J. S Monks, July 18, 1935. Box 55, Series 5: Decimal Correspondence File, NARA, RG
75. Memorandum to the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, August 27, 1935. Box 59, Series 5: Decimal
Correspondence File, NARA, RG 75.
52
William Zimmerman to M. L Burns, March 6, 1936. Box 55, Series 5: Decimal Correspondence File, NARA, RG
75.
352

The MCT's governing structure differed substantially from the previous system of
governance. This change in Anishinaabe governance can be characterized as an exogenously
caused displacement53 that replaced the pre-existing system of autonomous political units by a
culturally alien model. The MCT Constitution disregarded Anishinaabe traditions and political
experience. Nowhere in the Constitution is Anishinaabe identity defined from the perspective of
Anishinaabe history, beliefs, and values.54 The autonomy of individual reservations was
substantially limited by centralizing power in the twelve-member Tribal Executive Committee
(TEC) in which president, vice-president, secretary, and treasurer handled executive functions.
The White Earth Reservation Council, which from 1939 functioned under the White Earth
Charter, was composed of nine members – chairman, vice-chairman, secretary, treasurer, and
five councilmen.55 While the Charter formally delegated power to the White Earth Council to
administer reservation lands, this power was, in fact, limited or sometimes eliminated by the
MCT.56
My reading of official documents does not see the White Earth Anishinaabeg as passive
recipients of imposed changes. Their resistance to the ratification of the MCT Constitution is
clear from official accounts despite Agency officials' efforts to conceal evidence of
disagreement.57 Similarly, the White Earth Anishinaabe resistance to the White Earth Charter58
and repeated efforts to amend the Constitution59 give evidence of the fact that both organic
documents were not efficient tools of self-government, but rather federal government's tools of
control over Minnesota Anishinaabe activities.
The difficulty of institutional change after the Minnesota Anishinaabeg adopted the
federative arrangement was caused mainly by the following five factors:
1. Procedural obstacles inserted into the MCT Constitution by the BIA: the most restrictive
ones were the provisions for amending or revoking the Constitution and for making membership
rules, both subject to Secretarial approval.
2. Absence of checks and balances in one-branch government.
3. Only one-year terms of office.
4. Reproduction of the MCT governing structure was maintained by newly created artificial
elites subordinated to the BIA supervision and willing to preserve the status quo.
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5. The tendency to path dependency in federal Indian policy: Agency officials exercised their
control over the MCT and reservation governments with unchanged administrative inertia.
The termination policy (1942–1965), which aimed at elimination of Native governments
and complete integration of Native people into the American mainstream, had serious
consequences on the White Earth Anishinaabeg and the MCT as a whole even though they
escaped termination. One of these negative effects was the transfer of criminal and civil
jurisdiction over the MCT reservations from the federal government to the State of Minnesota
under Public Law 280 of 1953.60 The state law enforcement encroached on Anishinaabe property
rights on lands held in trust by the United States and violated treaty hunting, trapping, and
fishing rights.61 This attack on Anishinaabe treaty rights was part of the termination policy's
strategy focused on cultural transformation of Native people, tearing their ties with
homelands, and the loss of Native identity.
Archival data provide clear evidence of the decline in the MCT governance during the late
1940s and in the 1950s that was connected with the federal government's intention to gradually
relieve individual MCT reservations of federal supervision.62 In agreement with this strategy,
some MCT officials were given greater powers to handle tribal funds. The newly created
function of tribal manager was not clearly defined and led to mismanagement of tribal funds. 63 A
network of political actors who enriched themselves at tribal expense created a clientelist
environment around the manager which was undermining the functioning of the MCT
government.64
In the termination period, self-reinforcing processes kept the formal structure of the MCT
government unchanged, yet it was transformed through hidden forms of institutional change,
drift and conversion.65 The change of federal Indian policy altered effects of formal rules in the
MCT Constitution, but amending the constitution proved impossible because of intratribal
conflicts.66 This form of institutional change, called drift, became a permanent phenomenon in
the MCT government. Some MCT representatives took advantage of the impossibility to update
the MCT rules and changed the effects of those rules to serve their own ends. This hidden
change, called conversion, together with drift maintained the institutional status quo.
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In contrast with the MCT government which was negatively affected by the change of
Indian policy, Anishinaabe practices, customs, and socially shared rules remained unaffected.
They functioned as complementary informal institutions supporting White Earth
governance. Specifically, they made up for failures in the operation of formal institutions,
when welfare services transferred from the federal government to the state were
inadequate or lacking.67
Termination policymakers presented the termination policy as an opportunity to achieve
self-determination, but, in fact, they misused this idea against Native people. White Earth
Anishinaabeg struggled for their self-determination in their acts of resistance. At a House of
Representatives Committee meeting on June 18, 1956, they successfully resisted the
manipulations and fabricated claims of BIA officials who tried to push through passage of
termination legislation containing a termination clause for the MCT.68 With the same resilience
White Earth Anishinaabeg and the whole MCT resisted the BIA imposed membership criteria
and defended their right to determine their identity on the basis of their cultural values.69
Institutional changes that occurred in the MCT government in the termination period
continued into the self-determination period and caused serious problems in White Earth
governance. Even though the MCT Constitution was revised in 1964, it maintained the IRA
format created by the BIA in 1936, including many of its structural shortcomings.70 Power
remained centralized in the TEC while Reservation Councils, renamed to Reservation Business
Committees (RBC), were subordinated to its central decision making. Unlike the 1936
constitution which avoided explicit racial criteria for tribal membership, the MCT, under the
threat of termination, succumbed to federal pressure and included the requirement of one-quarter
Minnesota Chippewa Indian blood in the Revised Constitution.
The Self-Determination Period: The White Earth Nation's Struggle for Government Reform
In the 1970s, the self-determination policy encouraged the White Earth Anishinaabeg in
their activities aimed at long-term goals. The White Earth RBC strove to create good leadership
with a clear idea of what needed to be done for good governance and improvement of reservation
life. These efforts corresponded with gradual endogenous transformations that appeared in White
Earth governance in the 1970s and 1990s. The creation of the White Earth Conservation Court in
October 1979 was the first step of the White Earth RBC toward strengthening reservation
governance.71 It was a reaction to the White Earth Anishinaabe victory in the case of State v.
Clark (1979) in which the Minnesota Supreme Court ruled that state game and fish laws could
not be enforced against enrolled White Earth Anishinaabeg within the boundaries of the White
Earth Reservation.72 The creation of the White Earth Tribal Court in 1997 was an even more
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important act of internal sovereignty because this court that handles civil matters does not follow
state court procedures and state laws.73 It has its own judicial code which follows Anishinaabe
customs and traditional law.74 By creating this court and adopting White Earth Customary
Adoption Code, the White Earth Anishinaabeg acted as a nation responsible for continuing its
culture, language, tradition, and values through its children.75
New federal policy of the 1970s strengthened the MCT government and allowed tribal
representatives greater involvement in decision making and policy.76 Broadening the MCT
government's powers again pointed to weaknesses of the MCT Revised Constitution which
became inadequate in the conditions of self-determination policy because it did not provide the
TEC with tools to deal with new legislative and administrative processes. Without checks and
balances, the MCT government was prone to proliferation of informal subversive institutions,
that of clientelism and corruption. An extensive network of clientelist relationships around
Darrell "Chip" Wadena, MCT president (1978–1994) and concurrently White Earth RBC
chairman (1976–1996), created power asymmetries that, in the long run, were amplifying
through the positive feedback. Wadena kept himself in power through election fraud for twenty
years and ignored constitutional procedures allowing his removal from office. 77 Corrupt political
actors exercised their powers in excess of those set forth in the MCT Constitution and willfully
changed the rules of the game both in MCT and reservation governance. The processes of drift
and conversion that first appeared in the MCT governance in the termination period were also
behind the changing institutional effects in the conditions of the self-determination policy. MCT
representatives formally declared that constitutional revision was needed but they intentionally
kept the MCT Constitution unchanged and used the ambiguity of its provisions to change their
meaning through their own interpretations.78
Repeated efforts of the TEC to silence the opposition that called for democratic reform of
governing institutions and Wadena's resignation seriously put into question the legitimacy of the
MCT government. People went into open opposition and in July 1991, they initiated a five-year
reform movement known as Camp Justice.79 Dr. Erma Vizenor, later White Earth chairwoman,
who organized the protest was arrested together with twenty-eight others. Camp Justice became a
catalyst of political life which grew from real needs and wishes of the White Earth Anishinaabeg
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expressed in Eugene McArthur's words, "We must regain our democracy. We want justice and
an open form of our government."80 From July to December 1991, the White Earth Anishinaabeg
maintained an experimental community devoted to Anishinaabe practices of free expression and
sharing of views. Their discussions led them to the conviction that political remedy was not
possible without underlying social and spiritual restoration. The Camp Justice movement shows
that the Anishinaabe worldviews and philosophy, hidden under the surface of internalized values
of Western society, emerged when the people rediscovered the values of their own culture and
identity.
Camp Justice initiated a community dialogue aimed at finding common ground to turn the
White Earth government into a democratic institution capable of self-governing in agreement
with the values of Anishinaabe political culture. After Wadena's and two White Earth RBC
members' sentencing to prison in June 1996,81 some dissidents were elected as new White Earth
representatives and used their positions to propose specific reform steps toward nation
rebuilding. Two constitutional reform efforts in 1998 and from 2007–2013 were connected with
Dr. Erma Vizenor's work in the White Earth government as secretary/treasurer (1996–2002) and
chairwoman (2004–2015).
The first attempt at government reform ended up at the stage of a draft constitution
prepared by an independent committee in February 1998.82 The draft constitution did not meet
with White Earth people's support even though it offered the opportunity to put an end to
political pathologies by instituting a four-branch government with specific types of checks and
balances drawing on traditional Anishinaabe governing forms. The failure of the first
constitutional reform certainly had many causes, but what should not be underestimated was the
long-term experience of the White Earth Anishinaabeg with civil rights violations which resulted
in questioning the merit of their civic engagement.
The second reform process that comprised four constitutional conventions between 2007
and 2009 followed a clear goal of creating a separate White Earth government independent of the
MCT. The result of this process was the Constitution of the White Earth Nation (CWEN) that
joined the intellectual abilities and political experience of the Anishinaabe writer Gerald Vizenor
with practical experience of forty constitutional convention delegates nominated by White Earth
communities.83 Despite delegates' differences and diverse views that made their debates difficult,
consensus was achieved and the CWEN was ratified by two-thirds of the delegates present at the
fourth convention on April 4, 2009.84 The new constitution was subject to popular ratification by
referendum on November 19, 2013. Even though the CWEN was adopted by nearly eighty
percent of White Earth voters,85 it was not implemented and did not set a new institutional
trajectory for White Earth governance.
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Through the second constitution-making process, the White Earth Anishinaabeg expressed
their intention to identify and organize as a nation. Collective White Earth Anishinaabe
identification is articulated in the constitution's preamble which says who constitutes the White
Earth Nation in terms of shared values, history, and culture.86 To ensure White Earth
Anishinaabe survival as a nation and in agreement with Anishinaabe understanding of identity,
the CWEN specifies basic criteria for citizenship on the basis of family descent.87 By including
democratic electoral rules and ideas of human rights inspired by the Magna Carta, the US Bill of
Rights, and the Indian Civil Rights Act of 1968, the CWEN contains features of the liberaldemocratic political culture.88 Liberal principles accord with the strong Anishinaabe sense of
individual liberty and the endeavor to retain traditional values, which have always strengthened
community cohesion. The CWEN connects traditional Anishinaabe principles of governance
with defining individual powers – legislative, executive, and judicial – mutually balanced by the
system of checks and balances that holds the government accountable.89 To minimize official
misconduct serving personal or clientelist interests at the expense of public well-being, the
CWEN incorporates traditional forms of government as additional oversight mechanisms: the
community councils, the council of elders, and the youth council.90
Public involvement in the open constitution-making process during constitutional
conventions (2007–2009) and public discourse prior to the CWEN's adoption in the referendum
(2009–2013) were factors that could have strengthened the sense of ownership and legitimacy of
the government if the CWEN was implemented.91 Implementation of the new constitution was
stopped after the election of three new tribal council members in June 2014. 92 Democratic
dialogue discontinued in November 2014 when new anti-reform tribal council members voted to
censor the press to prevent publishing any information or updates on the CWEN in Anishinaabeg
Today newspapers.93
Not only Native nations' efforts at wholesale government reforms tend to fail. Johan P.
Olsen argues that in Western public sectors comprehensive government reforms often create
stalemates, confrontations, and crises.94 Answering the question of why the White Earth
government reform failed involves taking into account a combination of external and internal
causes. An important external factor is federal Indian policy that even in the self-determination
period does not allow Native nations to exercise real self-governing powers. Path dependency in
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Indian policy causes that BIA-imposed procedural obstacles in the MCT Constitution of 1936
remain in the current Revised Constitution of 1964 and make it extremely difficult for the White
Earth Anishinaabeg to create their own form of governing organization. The main internal factor
is the process of internalization of the imposed one-branch model of government which certain
White Earth representatives, motivated by power ambitions, integrated into their notion of an
acceptable form of Native governance. The constitutional reform of 2013 would bring similarly
radical change as instituting the MCT government in 1936. Even though the opposition has
called for reform for decades, there was a fear of change among White Earth citizens. They
perceived change as a danger to the long-standing stability of the system which they did not
consider as their own and legitimate but they relied on social securities that this system provided.
Decades-long existence of the White Earth Reservation as a subordinate sub-unit of the MCT
caused mental dependence of the White Earth Anishinaabeg on their past.
The CWEN's landslide adoption by nearly eighty percent of White Earth voters was only a
short-term success of long-term reform efforts. Although the constitutional reform might be
assessed as a fiasco by anti-reform citizens, the CWEN was an important watershed in the
development of White Earth governance because it outlined a path the White Earth Nation can
follow if it wants to decolonize its governance and maintain its national existence. What sets the
course of the White Earth rebuilding process are not only major, but also incremental and slow
changes which undoubtedly include the establishment of the White Earth Tribal Court in 1997. If
the CWEN is implemented in its original or revised form in the future, then the White Earth
judiciary will become its buttress.
A possible consequence of the thwarted reform might be requests for continuing the reform
process as discussions at the community council level indicate. Taking into account that a large
portion of the White Earth population fears separating from the MCT, it would be worth
considering the alternative recommended by Assistant Commissioner William Zimmerman in
July 1935. Because Zimmerman anticipated the loss of reservation autonomy and land rights
under the centralized MCT government, he suggested that individual reservations organize as
separate governments possessing full governmental powers that the umbrella MCT organization
would not have.95 Developing this idea further, the MCT would be decentralized and turn into a
real federation working on the principle of subsidiarity. This means that reservations would no
longer be governed from the single center and whatever could be decided at the lowest level
would take place there. The MCT would make decisions only if an intended goal would be
impossible to achieve by reservation governments.
Conclusion
Native nations face many problems when they try to achieve sustainable self-determination
through reclaiming self-governing powers. The White Earth Nation cannot act as an independent
political entity because of its position within the wider MCT government structure. In the White
Earth history interconnected with the history of the scattered Minnesota Anishinaabe
reservations, there is distal causation between the creation of the General Council of the
Chippewa and the MCT's formation two decades later. In my analytic approach to events around
the organizing of Anishinaabe reservations under the IRA, I took into consideration not only the
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burden of the earlier institutional choice, but also the power interests of the local BIA agency
behind what appeared to be a free Anishinaabe decision to form the centralized MCT
government. Causal meaning of temporally distant events supports arguments about path
dependence understood broadly as the dependence on the past which turns out to be one of the
causes of the recent White Earth government reform failure. From its creation in 1936, the MCT
government, perceived by the White Earth Anishinaabeg as illegitimate and ineffective, resisted
attempts at change. Even though self-reinforcing processes kept its formal structure essentially
unchanged, institutional effects changed in a hidden way and led to political pathologies
functioning as subversive informal institutions. Illegal practices of White Earth and MCT
representatives threatening White Earth Anishinaabe vital interests became a catalyst for
mobilizing citizen opposition that requested restoration of democratic accountability. The
demand for regaining democracy, declared by members of the opposition, was an ideal necessary
to achieve the transformation of White Earth society and to assert Anishinaabe nationhood by
maintaining Anishinaabe worldviews and philosophy as a guarantee of uninterrupted continuity
between the past, present, and future. For this reason, government reforms of 1998 and 2007–
2013 were led by efforts to democratize White Earth governance by strictly separating
government powers and instituting specific types of checks and balances drawing on traditional
Anishinaabe governing forms. Failure of the recent White Earth constitutional reform can be
attributed to combined effects of path dependence and internalization of the imposed institutional
order that works as a divisive factor in White Earth society. By applying the path dependence
logic, it can be argued that persistence of the ineffective MCT structure is the result of
colonial legacy of federal Indian policy that allows Native people few activities not under its
control.
What can we learn from constitutional reform efforts of the White Earth Nation and
what are the wider implications of this case? The organization of political life is equally
important in Native nations as in the mainstream society. Through analytic tools of new
institutionalism, it is possible to study institutional dynamics in Native nations: how government
institutions come into being and how they are maintained and transformed. The White Earth
Nation case shows that creating new government through wholesale constitutional reform is
extremely difficult because reform efforts tend to spur resistance and defense of the status quo.
Dependence on the past and fear of change are not only problems facing Native nations that went
through traumatizing colonial experience. Disproportionately shorter, but similarly morally
devastating is the legacy of totalitarian regimes in post-communist states. Decolonization of
Native nations is a long-term process that involves not only repeated attempts at comprehensive
reforms but also slow, gradual changes.
* Anna Krausová holds a Ph.D. degree in International Area Studies from Charles University,
Czech Republic. Her current research focuses on the problem of path dependence in Native
nations’ rebuilding efforts. Her articles have been published in the American Indian Culture and
Research Journal; Politics, Groups, and Identities; and Text Matters: A Journal of Literature,
Theory, and Culture. She may be contacted at: annakrausova@volny.cz.
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WE ARE CAGING INDIGENOUS PEOPLE:
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GOVERNMENT’S OWN INVESTIGATION HIGHLIGHTS THE HUMAN CRISIS AT
DETENTION CENTERS
Mark Trahant*
Republished with author's permission from Indian Country Today, July 3, 2019,
https://newsmaven.io/indiancountrytoday/news/we-are-caging-indigenous-people5Rybnz4CrEqjL1k7F7fuAQ/.
The human crisis on the border is worse than previously reported. The government’s own
investigation shows that the treatment of migrants by border officials is a “ticking time bomb”
that will continue to escalate. The government has had the report since May, but its contents
were only released this week.
The Inspector General for the Department of Homeland Security reviewed five Border
Patrol facilities and two ports of entry in Texas and “observed serious overcrowding and
prolonged detention of unaccompanied alien children, families, and single adults that require
immediate attention.” The report warned of potential riot conditions because of the treatment of
those seeking asylum in the United States.
“The current situation on the Southern Border represents an acute and worsening crisis.
Our immigration system is not equipped to accommodate a migration pattern like the one we are
experiencing now,” the report said. “In May 2019, an average of 4,600 people a day crossed our
Southern Border illegally or arrived at ports of entry without proper documents. For comparison,
in May 2017, that number was less than 700 a day.”
It said Border Patrol enforcements were up 623 percent from the past year.
The report called the overcrowding an immediate threat. “We are concerned that
overcrowding and prolonged detention represent an immediate risk to the health and safety of
DHS agents and officers, and to those detained,” the Inspector General's report said. “At the time
of our visits, Border Patrol management told us there had already been security incidents among
adult males at multiple facilities. These included detainees clogging toilets with Mylar blankets
and socks in order to be released from their cells during maintenance. At one facility, detainees
who had been moved from their cell during cleaning refused to return to their cell. Border Patrol
brought in its special operations team to demonstrate it was prepared to use force if necessary.”
This Inspector General reinforces observations made by the Congressional Hispanic
Caucus after a recent visit to the border. Rep. Joaquin Castro, D-Texas, said not all of the women
in detention had access to water and some had not had a bath or shower in more than two weeks.
Rep. Castro secretly recorded his visit on a mobile phone. Members of Congress were told by the
Border Patrol not to take pictures during their visit.
“Rather than moving [asylum seekers] out of facilities, the Trump administration is
paying these contractors [who run the detention centers], some of whom are making billions of
dollars, to keep these people there longer and longer,” Castro told the PBS NewsHour. “They
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need to be moved out of these facilities as quickly as possible, they’re being held way too long,
unnecessarily.”
+-<x>-+
VIDEO: GOVERNOR STEVE BULLOCK CALLS FOR BROADER NATIVE
REPRESENTATION ACROSS GOVERNMENT
Mark Trahant*
Republished with author's permission from Indian Country Today, September 26, 2019,
https://newsmaven.io/indiancountrytoday/news/video-governor-steve-bullock-calls-for-broadernative-representation-across-government-URNJj1GBgEGz9qeAlSXTtQ/, where the video is
available.
Steve Bullock is the first of the presidential candidates to sit down and talk about issues
that impact Indian Country #NativeVote20
Montana Gov. Steve Bullock is a Democrat campaigning for his party's nomination. He
visited with Indian Country Today editor Mark Trahant on Wednesday.
The interview was wide ranging, exploring many of the issues that impact Indian
Country.
Start with symbols. Clearly matter in government. A portrait of Andrew Jackson? Or
flags from every tribal nation.
Bullock said in the governor's reception room, "the flags of all of our tribal nations are
right next to the U.S. and the Montana flag."
Soon "we'll have the flags of all over tribal nations now flying in front of our state
Capitol as well."
He said visitors from around the world ask about those flags and then learn from their
visit something about tribes and the unique relationship.
Bullock said in Montana it's important to have Native Americans in government offices
across the board, he said it makes any agency better. "I don't care if you're doing weights and
measures." There should be Native representation across government.
"I've thought about this at the federal level too, you know," Bullock said. "I want my
government to reflect actually the people ... because that only creates a better government."
The Montana governor was able to convince a Republican controlled legislature to reauthorize the expansion of Medicaid. This could be relevant if the Supreme Court strikes down
the Affordable Care Act.
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"I would love to believe" that Democrats and Republicans would come together to
improve Medicaid because "Congress now recognizes what a difference it makes for the entire
country. Like when I was trying to expand Medicaid cause some folks wanna turn around and
say, well you know this is just like healthcare for individuals that are unwilling to work hard
enough. I said, well I've got about seven of my ten in the expansion population that are working.
Then I took it one step further, 57 percent of every business in my state has one or more
Medicaid enrollees. So they're just unwilling or unable to pay enough to get quality healthcare. I
think what it would do to communities large and small all across this country is so significant
that I'd love to think the Congress isn't so broken that they'd actually reauthorize it."
Then Bullock added: "But that's another reason why I think that candidly we need
somebody new in the White House and we need a new Congress."
Bullock said he would work to improve the framework for nation-to-nation consultation
should he be elected.
"I was asked ... Where's your plan for Indian country? And I can talk about a whole lot of
things that I'd like to do," such as fixing broken promises or reforms called for by the
Commission on Civil Rights. "But if you're actually going to have a real plan for Indian Country,
you can talk about what you want to do as a candidate. But if you're not actually doing nation-tonation consultation and saying we build this together, then you probably don't fully understand or
appreciate the importance" and how that "creates a path forward."
*Mark Trahant is editor of Indian Country Today. He is a member of the Shoshone-Bannock
Tribes. Follow him on Twitter - @TrahantReports.
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REVIEW OF DECOLONIZING METHODOLOGIES:
RESEARCH AND INDIGENOUS PEOPLES, BY LINDA TUHIWAI SMITH,
London and New York, Zed Books, 2012, xv + 240 pp., 2nd Edition, ISBN 978-1-84813-950-3.
Ajanaw Alemie Desta*
Indigenous Peoples mainly in Western societies such as First Nations (in North America)
or Aboriginal (in Australia) and other people in Africa, Asia and Latin America who were
colonized by Europeans had been exploited and dehumanized. The West had employed research
rooted in their own ways of knowing as one tool for oppression and domination of other people.
Since the impacts of colonialism still prevails in the form of neo-colonialism and globalization,
new world order, and mind-captivity are serving as a new wave of exploitation and appropriation
in various countries and societies nowadays, the book entitled as Decolonizing Methodologies:
Research and Indigenous Peoples by Smith (2012) is a great contribution to critically examine
the Western ways of knowing and develop appropriate methodologies to study and work with
Indigenous Peoples.
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The author of the book states that “The word research is probably one of the dirtiest
words in the indigenous world’s vocabulary” (Smith, 2012, p.1). This statement is a powerful
statement with a very critical examination of the Western ways of knowing and knowledge from
the perspective of an indigenous person. It clearly shows how research is inextricably linked to
European imperialism and colonialism and how imperial and colonial practices affected the
pursuit of knowledge. Smith posits that research is one of the ways in which the underlying code
of imperialism and colonialism is both regulated and realized. Hence, the author concludes that a
decolonialization of methodologies is very essential for indigenous research. Smith describes
decolonization as a critical understanding of the underlying assumptions, motivations and values
which inform indigenous practice and indigenous research style. It is about centering our
concerns and world views and then coming to know and understand theory and research from
our own perspectives and for our own purposes.
The book is organized into two major parts. The first part of the book focuses on the
historical development and impact of Western epistemology, knowledge and research
assumptions, values and practices on indigenous research and Indigenous Peoples. It also
provides a framework on how to deconstruct/ decolonize Western Scholarship [Imperialism,
Research and Knowledge]-a narration about a history of research and Indigenous Peoples and the
way research became institutionalized in the colonies of the West. The second part of the book
goes beyond deconstruction to understand the ways in which we- as an indigenous researchercan ask and seek answers to our own concerns using our own ways of knowing. It examines the
various approaches and methodologies that are being developed to ensure that research with
Indigenous Peoples can be more respectful, ethical, sympathetic and useful. Smith considers
indigenous research as a humble and humbling activity. Indigenous methodologies as opposed to
Western methodologies tend to approach cultural protocols, values and behaviors as an integral
part of methodology. The chapters in this section of the book provides a serious of accounts and
guidelines which map a wide range of research related issues.
In the first part of the book, five chapters provides a critical examination of indigenous
research as situated within the larger political, historical and cultural context focusing on
imperialism, colonialism, Western research, knowledge and ways of knowing and their impact
on indigenous knowledge. The chapter discusses the history of traditional Western research and
how it is instituted by the dominant Western colonial cultural assumptions and values. The first
chapter discusses and contextualizes four concepts which are often present in the ways in which
the ideas of indigenous peoples are articulated: imperialism, history, writing, and theory. Smith
(2012) posited that “these four words represent emotion, feelings and attitudes which draw
attention to the thousands of ways in which indigenous languages, knowledges and cultures have
been silenced or misrepresented, ridiculed or condemned in academic and popular discourses
(p.21).” The chapter critically discusses and challenges the history of Indigenous Peoples and
how they have been represented or excluded in the history, writing and theory of the imperial
world. The author confers that reclaiming one’s own history is a critical and essential aspect of
decolonization.
The second chapter presents a critical perspective towards research conducted from the
Western imperial ideas, beliefs and theories about the social word particularly about individuals
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and community, about time and space, knowledge and research, imperialism and colonialism.
Smith (2012) understood research ‘through imperial eyes’ as:
An approach which assumes that Western ideas about the most fundamental things are
the only ideas possible to hold, certainly the only rational ideas, and the only ideas
which can make sense of the world, of reality, of social life and of human beings. It is
research which from indigenous perspectives ‘steals’ knowledge from others and then
uses it to benefit the people who ‘stole’ it (p.58).
In this regard, Smith (2012) also posited that:
The West extract and claim ownership of our ways of knowing, the things we create
and produce, and then simultaneously reject the people who created and developed
those ideas and seek to deny them further opportunities to be creators of their own
culture and own nations (p.1) which perpetuates colonialism and imperialism.
The third chapter explains how the Western knowledge was mainstreamed and used to
dominate and colonize the knowledge and ways of knowing of Indigenous Peoples. The chapter
presents how the Western knowledge was positioned as a superior knowledge to explain the
other people, how the Western knowledge colonizes the disciplines and teach a colonized
knowledge for the colonized/native intellectuals. The author clearly articulated the relationship
between knowledge, research and imperialism, and then discusses the ways in which it has
come to structure indigenous ways of knowing, through the development of academic
disciplines and through the education of colonial elites and indigenous or ‘native’
intellectuals.
The fourth chapter used New Zealand [Maori people] as a case example to describe how
well-intentioned officials, amateurs, missionaries, traders and travelers organize themselves into
learned societies and the institutionalization of their ideas and attitudes influenced research on
Indigenous Peoples and the knowledge and ways of knowing of Indigenous Peoples. This can be
best explained by the author’s words “they came, they saw, they named, they claimed” (p.83).
The author presents chapter five as a bridge between the first and the second part of the
book and assumed that still imperialism prevails in the 21st century and hence the
decolonization process is an ongoing process to liberate our culture, language and mind
from the impacts of colonialism.
In the second part of the book, seven chapters discuss diﬀerent aspects of indigenous
research focusing on various indigenous research projects, methodologies, achievements, goals
and future directions. Chapter 6 sets out the framework of the modern indigenous peoples’
project. The author framed a new agenda for indigenous activity that goes beyond the
decolonization aspirations of a particular indigenous community towards the development of
global indigenous strategic alliances. The chapter discusses two aspects of the indigenous
peoples’ project: the social movement/indigenous activism of indigenous peoples and the
development of an agenda or platform of action which has inﬂuenced indigenous research
activities. Chapter 7 articulates the development of indigenous initiatives in research and
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discusses some of the ways in which an indigenous research agenda is currently being articulated
by indigenous communities themselves.
Chapter 8 identifies twenty-five Indigenous Projects initiated by the acts of reclaiming,
reformulating and reconstituting indigenous cultures and languages which are very strategic in its
purpose and activities and relentless in its pursuit of social justice. Themes such as cultural
survival, self-determination, healing, restoration and social justice are engaging indigenous
researchers and communities in a diverse array of projects. Chapter 9 and 10 represent a case
study of Maori, which demonstrates how many of the issues raised in the previous chapters come
together. Chapter 9 discusses the beginnings of a diﬀerent type of involvement in research by
Maori. The chapter examines the creation of a set of more favorable conditions for research
involving Maori and raises issues related to research of Maori and to the ways in which research
has been employed and/or represented as ‘truth’. Finally, the chapter examines the parameters of
‘culturally sensitive research.’ Chapter 10 discusses the ways in which Kaupapa Maori research
has become a way of structuring assumptions, values, concepts, orientations and priorities in
research as opposed to the Western ways of knowing which denied the validity for Maori
of Maori knowledge, language and culture.
Chapter 11 and 12 provides the role of research in the struggle for social justice and
indigenous activism. Chapter 11 discusses the role of research in indigenous struggles for social
justice. It examines the implications for indigenous researchers working with indigenous and
marginalized communities as they work the borders, and between institutions and communities,
systems of power and systemic injustice, cultures of dominance and cultures in survival mode,
politics and theory, theory and practice. Chapter 12 addresses the specific relationship between
indigenous research and indigenous activism. The chapter examines about the potential ways in
which indigenous activists and indigenous researchers can collaborate to advance indigenous
interests at local, national and international levels.
Despite the importance of the critical stance the book brought in decolonizing
methodologies, the major critic I had on the book is that the book predominantly focuses on
helping indigenous researchers to study indigenous communities as an insider. It did not give
value for studying indigenous communities using an outsider perspective. Hence, it may not help
as such non-indigenous researchers in researching indigenous communities. Besides, the author
did not address the importance of being open to different world views and ways of knowing in
understanding a given social reality. The book tends to have a closed eye for other ways of
knowing other than indigenous methodologies. Finally, it is also important to think that Western
and Indigenous ways of knowing are not totally exclusive to each other. Hence, a balanced view
of both the West and Indigenous methodologies is important to have a full understanding of
realities. It is important at the same time to discuss the shared experiences and differences
between Indigenous and Western as well as between Indigenous Peoples themselves.
The book is a very important contribution in indigenous research methodologies literature
which presents research as a significant site of struggle between the interests and ways of
knowing of the West and the interests and ways of resisting of Indigenous Peoples. The book
acknowledges the significance of indigenous perspectives on research and attempts to account
for how and why such perspectives may have developed. It provides a framework that privileges
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the indigenous presence and that acknowledges the continuing existence of Indigenous Peoples.
It is a book which situates research in a much larger historical, political and cultural context and
then examines its critical nature within those dynamics.
The book is intended to benefit more specifically to those researchers who work with,
alongside and for communities who have chosen to identify themselves as indigenous. It focuses
on how to enhance or empower indigenous researchers to be critical of the Western
methodologies and begin to initiate their own indigenous methodologies to study their own
people from their own perspectives and ways of knowing. Besides, the book could also
contribute to the ways in which social science researchers in general think critically about
research methodologies and approaches to research. Finally, even though Ethiopia was not a
colonized country, I believe that Smith’s indigenous methodologies is useful to study Ethiopian
society since our mind and thinking is fixed with the Western thinking and mind [what we call it
Mind Captivity].
*Ajanaw Alemie Desta is BA, MSW, Assistant Professor of Social Work, Department of Social
Work, College of Social Sciences and the Humanities, University of Gondar, Ethiopia.
Currently, he is a PhD student in Social Work at University of Gondar.
>HIHIH<
PUTTING OUR OWN HOUSE IN ORDER: AT THE CROSSROADS TO OBLIVION
Russ Diabo, "Putting Our Own House in Order: At the Crossroads to Oblivion"
Republished from First Nations Strategic Bulletin, Vol. 17, Issues 1-6,

January-June, 2019.

Before my friend and brother, the late Arthur Manuel, passed onto the Spirit World, he
finished writing his second book, “The Reconciliation Manifesto,” which I highly recommend for
people to read, Indigenous and non-Indigenous alike.
In his book, Art Manuel explains why Indigenous First Nation Peoples should stop
depending on Indian Act Chiefs and Councils to negotiate with the federal and provincial
governments to “recognize” and define our Treaty and Inherent Title & Rights, and be directly
involved in community and Indigenous Nation decisions that involve Treaty and Inherent Title &
Rights. To do this we must “put our own house in order,” as Art Manuel explains.
In Art Manuel’s book, there is a section called “Putting Our Own House in Order,” and
this article is based on that section, and the chapters in that section.
A key point Art Manuel makes in this section of his book is that “establishment organizations”
and “leaders” are leading us into “oblivion”!
I have been trying to communicate this point, but Art Manuel makes it crystal clear in his
following comments:
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"The recent government moves to “reconcile” our title and rights to Canada’s needs and
desires are yet another attempt to orchestrate us into oblivion. Yet our organizations are nowhere
to be seen in this battle that is essential to our future.
In fact, they seem to be vaguely nodding their approval to government attacks on our
rights.
It is ridiculous to interpret Section 35, which says that the federal and provincial
government recognize and affirm existing Aboriginal and treaty rights, to mean we must
reconcile those rights out of existence, subsuming them within federal and provincial
government powers. Section 35 is in the Constitution to protect our Aboriginal and treaty rights.
That is why it was put there and that is what is says. But the new government interpretation of
the Supreme Court of Canada decisions is that Section 35 means that we are supposed to give up
our Ab- original rights to validate Canada, and we must agree that, according to their “legal
reconciliation technique,” our Section 35 rights cannot override the modern treaty [or selfgovernment agreement].
I have not heard any of our establishment organizations speak out against this policy,
which remains the policy of the Trudeau gover ment’s Indigenous and Northern Affairs. Forty
years ago, they would not have considered even suggesting that kind of genocidal policy for
Indigenous peoples. My father told me that we need to be very careful about getting a white
man’s education, because after you get it you need to retrain yourself back into your Indigenous
thinking. Our leader- ship seems to have absorbed not only white man’s learning but their values
as well. And in the process they have forgotten who they are.
We cannot let the government-paid leadership or even the chiefs decide on the future of
our land. People must have a direct voice and they must let the chiefs know that they cannot deal
away our future behind closed doors."
Background
In order to understand what Art Manuel means by the current Trudeau government’s
section 35 “legal reconciliation technique,” we need to review some hist ry, because this is at the
core of what is happening across Canada.
There are secret negotiation tables with Indian Act Chiefs & Councils and the federal
government—and provincial governments are included in the negotiations where their
constitutional jurisdiction may be affected—to define, limit and convert existing section 35
Aboriginal and Treaty rights by getting Indigenous Peoples to consent to surrendering existing
rights for lesser, modern rights as 4th level ethnic, municipal type governments. As the federal
government puts it, “this work is part of the unfinished business of Confederation.”
Thus, the provinces are involved because of the division of powers between the federal
and provincial governments set out in Canada’s first constitution, the British North America
Act, now called the Constitution Act 1867, where the federal government was given the
“exclusive legislative authority” by the British Parliament for “Indians and the lands reserved for
the Indians” and then Canada’s Parliament subsequently passed the Indian Act in 1876 using
this delegated constitutional authority.
Now there is a new constitution, the Constitution Act 1982, that has section 35, which
“recognizes and affirms the existing aboriginal and treaty rights of Aboriginal Peoples”.
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After this new constitution became law in 1982, there were a series of First Min- isters’
Conferences (FMC’s) on Aboriginal Matters in the 1980’s to define the section 35 Aboriginal
and Treaty rights, but these constitutional talks ended in failure and in the 1990’s, the Canadian
courts took over defining, limiting and containing section 35 rights.
During the 1980’s FMC’s, in 1983, section 35 was amended to include a provision
saying “For greater certainty, in subsection (1) “treaty rights” includes rights that now exist by
way of land claims agreements or may be so acquired.”
This 1983 constitutional amendment to section 35 elevated the federal government’s
comprehensive “land claims” policy—which requires putting the burden of proof onto
Indigenous Peoples—into constitutional law, creating a new category of post-1975 “Modern
Treaties” all based on extinguishment of Aboriginal Title in exchange for some “lesser benefits”,
as well as other federal pre-conditions to negotiations.
Whether Self-Government is an Inherent right or a “conditional right” dependent on
reaching agreements with Crown governments, was the key issue in the failed 1980’s
constitutional talks has still not been accepted as a section 35 Aboriginal Right by the federal
government or the Supreme Court of Canada, which in violation of international law, continues
to base its court decisions about Indigenous rights vs. Crown asserted sovereignty on the racist,
colonial, genocidal Christian Doctrine of Discovery.
In 1995, the federal government led by Mr. White Paper, Prime Minister Jean Chretien,
imposed an ‘Inherent Right’ to self-government municipalization policy, which hundreds of
Indian Act Chiefs and Councils are currently funded to negotiate under (and which, through
final self-government agreements, some have compromised under).
The federal comprehensive land claims and so-called ‘Inherent Right’ policies and
resulting agreements are the main policies and agreements the federal government is using as
templates for ALL Indigenous Peoples to interpret the UN Declaration on the Rights of
Indigenous Peoples (UNDRIP) and to assert that section 35 is a “full box” of rights!
Negotiating under these comprehensive land claims and self-government policies
require consent to the federal pre-conditions to negotiations, as I’ve already pointed out in this
article.
In 2017, the current Trudeau government unilaterally issued 10 Principles respecting
the Government of Canada's relationship with Indigenous peoples, which are basically a
restatement of previous federal pre-conditions to negotiating modern comprehensive land
claims & self-government agreements and are listed here:
•

Extinguishment (modification) of Aboriginal Title;

•

Legal release of Crown liability for past violations of Aboriginal Title & Rights;

•

Elimination of Indian Reserves by accepting lands as private property (fee simple);

•

Removing on-reserve tax exemptions;

•

Respect existing Private Lands/Third Party Interests (and therefore alienation of
Aboriginal Title territory without compensation);

•

Acceptance of existing federal & provincial laws;
Program funding on a formula basis being linked to “own source revenue” (code for

•
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paying ALL taxes);
The Assembly of First Nations never provided any public analysis of the federal 10
Principles, which are now used in policy, legislation and negotiations with Indigenous Peoples,
including Indian Act Bands and Band Councils.
During the Harper regime, in 2012, I defined Termination as:
"In this context means the ending of First Nations pre- existing sovereign status through federal
coercion of First Nations into Land Claims and Self-Government Final Agreements that convert
First Nations into municipalities, their reserves into fee simple lands and extinguishment of their
Inherent, Aboriginal and Treaty Rights."
In my opinion, other than style, and stealing our words to trick us, the current Tru- deau
government is continuing—as Prime Minister Harper did—with a federal termination plan
inspired by Pierre Elliot Trudeau’s 1969 White Paper on Indian Policy from 50 years ago, the
Anniversary just passed on June 25, 2019.
White Paper 2.0
Just in time for the 50th White Paper Anniversary, the Parliamentary recess and probably
until after the federal election in October, on May 21, 2019, the current Trudeau government
selectively released a Draft Directive for Federal Officials on the Recognition and
implementation of indigenous Rights (Federal Directive). [see page 12 of this Bulletin]
It doesn’t really matter if this Federal Directive is official or draft, the Federal Directive
illustrates the federal thinking about what Art Manuel calls the “legal re- conciliation technique”
and bears critical reading to decode the Special Words And Tactics (SWAT) strategy.
The first point to make regarding the Federal Directive, is that “reconciliation and
recognition” of Indigenous rights are extremely qualified by the following paragraph, because the
federal government already interprets these documents to its advantage:
This direction and guidance is meant to be read in con- junction with Canada's
Constitution; the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of indigenous Peoples, and, the
Principles Respecting the Government of Ca- nada's Relationship with indigenous Peoples.
lt complements other guidance provided to federal officials including the Cabinet Directive
on the Federal Approach to Modern Treaty lmplementation and the Attorney General of
Canada's Directive on Civil Litigation lnvolving lndigenous Peoples. [emphasis added]
The Directive also consolidates approaches adopted by the Government of Canada in
recent years.
The Federal Directive also maintains the pan-Indigenous approach of the current Trudeau
government in relations with Indigenous Peoples (First Nations, Inuit & Metis), as was set out in
the Recognition and Implementation of Indigenous Rights Framework announced by Prime
Minister Justin Trudeau in the House of Commons on February 14, 2018, which in my opinion
waters down First Nation rights.
The second point to make about the Federal Directive is that it makes a distinction
between “discussions” and “negotiations” in this sentence:
Federal officials will need to reflect these objectives in their practices at discussion and
negotiation tables.
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So to me this clarifies that the “recognition tables” appear to be non-binding dis- cussion
tables until a negotiation mandate is “co-developed” with Crown govern- ment representatives
who have an unwritten veto because the Federal Directive requires all federal representatives to:
[e]nsure that a co-developed mandate reflects the inter- ests of all parties through open and
transparent discussion of issues. [emphasis added]
Therefore, “negotiations” with federal and/or provincial governments about
“reconciliation and recognition” of Indigenous rights are still based on federal preconditions in
negotiation of 1) “Modern Treaties”; 2) self-government agreements; or 3) alternative federal
legislation, ALL three federally directed paths, which a majority of Chiefs have accepted to
negotiate under, amount to a surrender of existing Indigenous Peoples’ rights to the Crown’s
asserted sovereignty and territorial integrity, meaning Termination!
This is why I coined the phrases “Termination Tables” and “Termination Table Chief”!
It is at these “Termination Tables” where the Crown’s preconditions are consented to by
Indian Act Chiefs and Councils in proposed “Termination Agreements.”
It is only then the people are asked to vote YES or NO in a referendum on a proposed “Modern
Treaty” or “Self-Government” agreement, or acceptance of federally legislated property and tax
regimes after the terms and conditions have been agreed to by Chiefs, Councils, their lawyers
and advisors.
The YES side is always well funded by the federal government and provided with legal
and advisory support while the NO side gets no funding. We can see the results across the
country with more and more Indian Act Bands signing onto “Termination Agreements” and
approvals of Land Management and Tax Codes over their former reserves under federal
legislation!
The “First Nations Land Management Code” is part of alternative federal legislation to
“go beyond the Indian Act” as the federal government puts it and Chiefs and Councils get to
decide (without the people) through a Band Council Resolution, whether or not to “opt out” of
the Indian Act into, for example, the First Nations Land Management Act or the First
Nations Fiscal Management Act.
The People’s Voice & Decision-Making About Land Rights & Self-Determination
For the people to be directly involved in decision-making involving Treaty and Inherent
Title & Rights, as Art Manuel rightly says is a requirement, the people need to be
INFORMED. This is a key part of the UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples
(UNDRIP) minimum standard where the Free, Prior, INFORMED, Consent of Indigenous
Peoples is required when Indigenous lands territories and resources are involved.
If our First Nations are to really and truly decolonize, we expect not only the Crown
governments to implement the minimum standards contained in the Unit- ed Nations
Declaration. Our Chiefs and Councils also need to respect our Indigenous Peoples’ right of
self-determination!
The United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples states:
Article 18
Indigenous peoples have the right to participate in decision-making in matters which
would affect their rights, through representatives chosen by themselves in accordance with
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their own procedures, as well as to maintain and develop their own indigenous decisionmaking institutions. [emphasis added]
Indian “bands” and “band councils” are NOT “indigenous decision-making institutions,”
they are colonial institutions imposed by the government of Canada through its racist, colonial
Indian Act under its Constitution Act 1867.
In my opinion, Indigenous First Nation Peoples, where their traditional or hereditary
systems of government are asleep or dormant, should be re-established as their original decisionmaking systems exercising modern legislative, executive and judicial roles outside of the racist,
colonial Indian Act system.
Under the traditional/hereditary governance systems led by the People, the Indi- an Act
Chief and Council elective system and band office can become an administrative body taking
direction and receiving mandates from the original Indigenous authority, the rights holders, the
People!
How this is done locally, regionally and within each Indigenous Nation needs to be
discussed widely across Canada.
What is certain, is that by standing together and developing an Indigenous agenda based on
our rights as set out under international law, we can advance our people much further than by
passively accepting the federal government’s watered down and self-serving version of our rights
that the current AFN leadership seems prepared to accept.
We are told by governments, and too often by our own leadership, that there is no
alternative to the cookie-cutter surrender of lands and resources provided at the existing
government negotiation tables. The fact is, we do have another course of action, one that is
supported by the International laws that recognize all peoples right of self-determination.
My vision is to see First Nations protecting their traditional lands and waters by developing
and implementing their own Self-Determination Plans for Community Development and
Nationhood based on restoration of stolen lands, territories and resources, or restitution where
lands and resources aren’t returned.
I believe all Indigenous Nations need to build the foundation of their Nationhood and Free,
Prior, INFORMED, Consent, before they sit down with the government to begin true nationto-nation negotiations.
In preparation for serious negotiations or engagement in international human rights
complaints or processes, there is an essential check-list to follow for Indigenous communities
AND Nations research holdings for strategy, planning and negotiation support.
Planning for Nationhood—An Indigenous Checklist:
Assessing History, Language, Culture and Indigenous Law - Know your First Nation
history, language, culture, customs, practices, laws and the treatment of your peoples by
successive Crown governments (both oral & archival) and connection to your territory, lands &
resources. This is important to show evidence when exercising rights and/or responding to
challenges from Crown governments/Industry regarding their current or planned
projects/activities on your traditional lands.
Assessing Collection of Information/Evidence - For decision-making and negotiations
support regarding traditional territories, First Nations historical substantiation & documentation
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needs to be combined with contemporary land & re- source management information; 1)
Resource models & inventories, 2) Obstacles from legislative/regulatory/governance frameworks
3) List of third parties operating without consent on First Nations traditional territory, 4)
Identification of alienated lands vs. less encumbered lands.
Valuation of Lands & Resources for Sustainable Development - identify some criteria
and provide some parameters for attaching a value (or range of values) to Aboriginal
Title/Historic Treaty lands & resources in Canada. Also estimate the value of resources taken out
of Aboriginal Title/Historic Treaty lands annually (ie., timber, minerals, hydro, fish & wildlife,
etc.). Assess National, Provincial and Corporate accounting practises, assess the impact the
reality Aboriginal Title/Treaty Rights have on the balance books of major resource extraction
companies. The existence of Aboriginal Title/Treaty Rights as a legal interest stands to affect
corporate security of tenure, supply, stock valuation, cost of borrowing, etc. Also identify issues
Re: World Trade Organization/North American Free Trade Agreement rules & hidden
subsidies/unfair competition, etc.
Assessing Negotiation/Litigation Readiness/Support - 1) Knowledge of Canadian
constitutional & international legal/policy frameworks of Indigenous, Aboriginal, Treaty &
Human Rights and legal counsel, 2) an information database (historical & resource management)
to draw from during negotiations 3) access to an interdisciplinary team of advisors (in-house or
consultants) for Indigenous Leadership/Peoples and 4) identification of sources of sustained
funding, 5) Preparation of litigation and/or international strategies as options.
I believe those Indigenous communities AND Nations who follow this Indigenous
Nationhood Checklist will have a better chance of surviving as distinct, organized Indigenous
societies and Nations!
Those that don’t follow the Indigenous Nationhood Checklist will likely become 4th level
ethnic municipalities and Indigenous-Canadians and be obliterated, meaning disappear, as Art
Manuel has said so eloquently, regardless of which Party wins the next federal election, or the
election after that!
>>>>))))+((((<<<<
MEDIA NOTES
University of Arizona Press listings include: Edited by Karen Jarratt-Snider And Marianne O.
Nielsen, Indigenous Environmental Justice (208 pp. for $35 paper); Edited by Karen JarrattSnider And Marianne O. Nielsen, Traditional, National, and International Law and
Indigenous Communities Edward H. Spicer, Foreword by Thomas E. Sheridan, Cycles Of
Conquest: The Impact of Spain, Mexico, and The United States on Indians of the Southwest,
1533–1960 (456 pp. for $45 cloth); Edited By Thomas E. Sheridan, Stewart B. Koyiyumptewa,
Anton Daughters, Dale S. Brenneman, T. J. Ferguson, and Lee Wayne Lomayestewa, Moquis
and Kastiilam: Hopis, Spaniards, and The Trauma of History Volume II, 1680–1781 (536 pp.
for $75 cloth, plus E-Book); Edited by Leigh J. Kuwanwisiwma, T. J. Ferguson, and Chip
Colwell, Footprints of Hopi History: Hopihiniwtiput Kukveni’at (288 pp. for $35 paper, plus EBook); Lee M. Panich, Narratives of Persistence: Indigenous Negotiations of Colonialism in
Alta and Baja California (240 pp. for $55 cloth, plus E-Book); (192 pp. for $35 paper); Lloyd L.
Lee, Diné Identity in a Twenty-First- Century World (104 pp. for $19.95 paper); Jenny L.
Davis, Talking Indian: Identity and Language Revitalization in The Chickasaw Renaissance
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(184 pp. for $29.95 paper, plus E-Book); Simón Ventura Trujillo, Land Uprising: Native Story
Power and the Insurgent Horizons of Latinx Indigeneity (272 pp. for $55 cloth); Edited by
Christine D. Beaule and John G. Douglass, The Global Spanish Empire: Five Hundred Years
of Place Making and Pluralism (344 pp. for &65 cloth, plus E-Book); Vladimir R. Gil Ramón,
Foreword by Enrique Mayer, Fighting for Andean Resources: Extractive Industries, Cultural
Politics, and Environmental Struggles in Peru (312 pp. for $60 cloth, plus E-Book); Carwil
Bjork-James, The Sovereign Street: Making Revolution in Urban Bolivia (288 pp. for $55
cloth, plus E-Book); Jeffery M. Paige, Indigenous Revolution in Ecuador and Bolivia, 1990–
2005 (320 pp. for $65 cloth); Nicholas Q. Emlen, Language, Coffee, and Migration on an
Andean-Amazonian Frontier (288 pp. for $60 cloth, plus E-Book); Michelle Erai , Girl of New
Zealand: Colonial Optics in Aotearoa (200 pp. for $29.95 paper), all from the University of
Arizona Press, 355 S. Euclid Ave., Suite 103, Tucson, AZ 85701, phone/fax (800) 426-3797,
http://www.uapress.arizona.edu/.
Offerings from the University of Hawaii Press include: Tiffany Lani Ing, Reclaiming Kalākaua:
Nineteenth-Century Perspectives on a Hawaiian Sovereign (296 pp for $28.00 paper, $68.00
cloth); All, plus $5 first item, $1 each additional, shipping, from University of Hawai’i Press,
1840 Kolawalu St., Honolulu, HI 96822 (808)956-8255, uhpbooks@hawaii.edu,
http://www.uhpress.hawaii.edu.
Recent offerings from the University of New Mexico Press include: Ladonna Harris, Editor and
Mentor; Stephen M. Sachs and Barbara Morris, General Authors; Deborah Esquibel Hunt,
Gregory A. Cajete, Benjamin Broome, Phyllis M. Gagnier and Jonodev Chaudhuri Contributing
Authors: Re-creating the Circle: The Renewal of American Indian Self-Determination (528
pp. for $45 new paper - likely still available in cloth and E-book); Sean F. McEnroe, A
Troubled Marriage: Indigenous Elites of the Colonial Americas (344 pp. for $34.95 paper,
$95 cloth and E-Book); Stephen E. Lewis, Rethinking Mexican Indigenismo: The INI’s
Coordinating Center in Highland Chiapas and the Fate of a Utopian Project (380 pp. for
$34.95 new paper), all plus $5 for the first item and $1 for each additional, shipping, from the
University of New Mexico Press, MSC04 2820, 1 University of New Mexico, Albuquerque NM
87131-0001 (505)272-7777 or (800)249-7737, http://www.unmpress.com/.
University of Nebraska Press offerings include: David Martinez, Life of the Indigenous Mind:
Vine Deloria Jr. and the Birth of the Red Power Movement (480 pp. for $75 cloth); Renya K.
Ramirez, Standing Up to Colonial Power: The Lives of Henry Roe and Elizabeth Bender
Cloud (304 pages for $29.95 cloth or E-Book); Denise E. Bates, Epilogue by Chairman David
Sickey, Coushatta Tribe of Louisiana, Basket Diplomacy:Leadership, Alliance-Building, and
Resilience among the Coushatta Tribe of Louisiana, 1884-1984 (354 pp. for $65 cloth or EBook); Samuel Mniyo and Robert Goodvoice, Edited by Daniel M. Beveridge, With Jurgita
Antoine, Foreword by David R. Miller, The Red Road and Other Narratives of the Dakota
Sioux (336 pp. for $75 cloth or E-Book); Richard W. Pointer, Pacifist Prophet: Papunhank
and the Quest for Peace in Early America (424 pp. for $36.95 cloth); Claudia B. Haake,
Modernity through Letter Writing: Cherokee and Seneca Political Representations in
Response to Removal, 1830–1857 (312 pp. for $65 cloth); Edited by Robert Bigart and Joseph
McDonald, "You Seem to Like Your Money, and We Like Our Country:" A Documentary
History of the Salish, Pend d'Oreille, and Kootenai Indians, 1875–1889 (424 pp. for $29.95
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cloth); Edited by William Willard, Alan G. Marshall, and J. Diane Pearson, Rising from the
Ashes: Survival, Sovereignty, and Native America (378 pp. for $65 cloth); Chad L. Anderson,
The Storied Landscape of Iroquoia: History, Conquest, and Memory in the Native Northeast
(300 pp. for $65 cloth); David C. Beyreis, Blood in the Borderlands: Conflict, Kinship, and the
Bent Family, 1821–1920 (270 pp. for $50 cloth); Charles A. Eastman (Ohiyesa), New
introduction by Brenda J. Child, The Soul of the Indian, New Special edition (156 pp for
$18.95 paper); J. Daniel d'Oney, A Kingdom of Water: Adaptation and Survival in the Houma
Nation (228 pages for $60 cloth); Louis V. Headman, Foreword by Sean O'Neill, Walks on the
Ground: A Tribal History of the Ponca Nation (570 pp. for $90 cloth or E-Book); and Michael
D. Sullivan Sr., Relativization in Ojibwe (392 pp. for $75 cloth and E-Book), all, plus $5 for the
first item, $1 for each additional, from University of Nebraska Press, 1111 Lincoln Mall,
Lincoln, NE 68588 (800)755-1105, pressmail@uni.edu, www.nebraskapress.unl.edu.
Offerings from the University of Oklahoma Pres include: Jerome A. Greene, January Moon:
The Northern Cheyenne Breakout from Fort Robinson, 1878–1879 (344 pp for $29.95 cloth,
plus E-Book); Louis Kraft, Sand Creek and the Tragic End of a Lifeway (448 pp. for
$34.95 cloth, plus E-Book); Jason Colavito, The Mound Builder Myth: Fake History and the
Hunt for a "Lost White Race" (402 pp. for $24.95 Paper, plus E-Book); Philip S. Hall, Mary
Solon Lewis, From Wounded Knee to the Gallows: The Life and Trials of Lakota Chief Two
Sticks (280 pp. for $24.95 Paper, plus E-Book); Rose Marie Beebe, Robert M Senkewicz,
Junípero Serra, California, Indians, and the Transformation of a Missionary (530 pp. for
$39.95 cloth, $29.95 Paper, plus E-Book); Miguel Ángel González-Quiroga, War and Peace on
the Rio Grande Frontier, 1830–1880 (496 pp. $50.00 cloth, plus E-Book); Paul Magid, An
Honest Enemy: George Crook and the Struggle for Indian Rights (568 pp. for $39.95 cloth,
plus E-Book); Robert S. McPherson, Traders, Agents, and Weavers: Developing the
Northern Navajo Region (344 pp. for $39.95 cloth, plus E-Book); Thomas John Lappas, In
League Against King Alcohol: Native American Women and the Woman's Christian
Temperance Union, 1874–1933 (344 pp. for $36.95 cloth, plus E-Book); Thomas A. Britten,
Foreword by Charles Trimble, Voice of the Tribes: A History of the National Tribal
Chairmen's Association (272 pp. for $34.95 cloth, plus E-Book); Ana Pulido Rull, Mapping
Indigenous Land: Native Land Grants in Colonial New Spain (264 pp. $45.00 cloth, plus EBook); W. George Lovell, Christopher H. Lutz, Wendy Kramer, Strike Fear in the Land: Pedro
de Alvarado and the Conquest of Guatemala, 1520–1541 (192 pp. for $32.95 cloth, plus EBook); Felix S. Cohen, Edited by David E. Wilkins, Foreword by Lindsay G. Robertson, On the
Drafting of Tribal Constitutions (236 pp. for $19.95 Paper, $34.95 cloth), all, plus $5 for first
item, $1.50 for each additional, shipping, from the University of Oklahoma Press, Attn: Order
Department, 2800 Venture Drive, Norman, OK 73069-8218, www.oupress.com.
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Offerings from the University of Alaska Press include: Ann Rienup-Riordan, Akulmiut Neqait:
Fish and Food of the Akulmiut (350 pp. for $34.95 paper), all plus $6 first item, $1 each additional,
from University of Alaska Press: https://www.alaska.edu.
Books from University of Pennsylvania Press include: Edited by Kurt W. Carr, Christopher A.
Bergman, Christina B. Rieth, Bernard K. Means, and Roger W. Moeller. Elizabeth Wagner,
Associate Editor, The Archaeology of Native Americans in Pennsylvania (960 pp. for $145.00
cloth), all plus $5 first item, $2 each additional, from University of Pennsylvania Press,
www.pennpress.org.
Offerings from the University of Kansas Press include: Elisabeth M. Eittreim, Teaching Empire:
Native Americans, Filipinos, and US Imperial Education, 1879–1918 (328 pp. for $34.95
paper, $75 cloth), all, plus $5 for first item, $1 for each additional, shipping, from:
WWW.kansaspress.ku.edu.
Books from University of Minnesota Press include: Dylan Robinson, Hungry Listening:
Resonant Theory for Indigenous Sound Studies (288 pp. for @$28 paper and E-Book, $112
cloth), all plus $6.00 for 1st book, $1.25 each additional book , shipping, from:
https://www.upress.umn.edu.
Clear Light Books has numerous Indigenous publications, but as they are not dated in the
catalogue we cannot tell which are new to list here. Books from Clear light are all plus $4.00 first
item, $.50 for each additional, from Clear Light Books, http://www.clearlightbooks.com.
Publications from the University of Chicago Press encompass: Catherine L. Albanese,
Nature Religion in America: From the Algonkian Indians to the New Age (284 pp.
for $32 paper); and Les Beldo, Contesting Leviathan: Activists, Hunters, and State
Power in the Makah Whaling Conflict (248 pp. for $30 paper, $90 cloth, $10-$30 Ebook), all from the University of Chicago Press: https://www.press.uchicago.edu.
University of Utah Press publications encompass: Clifford Duncan, Linda Sillitoe, Photography by
George Janecek, Foreword by Forest Cuch, One Voice Rising: The Life of Clifford Duncan (a
memoir by a Ute healer, historian, and elder as told to Anglo writer, Linda Sillitoe. Clifford Duncan
(1933–2014) was a tribal official and medicine man, a museum director, a trained lay archaeologist,
an artist, a U.S. army veteran, and a leader in the Native American Church, 288 pp. for $29.95
paper, $49.95 cloth, plus E-Book); Sondra G Jones, Being and Becoming Ute: The Story of an
American Indian People (624 pp. for $29.95 paper, $70 cloth, $24 E-Book); P. Jane Hafen,
Brenden W. Rensink, Essays on American Indian and Mormon History (440 pp. for $$45 cloth,
$40 E-Book); Viola Burnette, Confessions of an Iyeska (In this autobiography, Viola Burnette
braids the history of the Lakota people with the story of her own life as an Iyeska, or mixed-race
Indian. Bringing together her years growing up on a reservation, her work as a lawyer and legal
advocate for Native peoples, and her woman’s perspective, she draws the reader into an intelligent
and intimate conversation; 288 pp. for $24.95 paper, $20 E-Book), from:
https://uofupress.com/catalogs.php.
Beacon Press offers: Roxanne Dunbar Ortiz, An Indigenous Peoples' History of the United
States ($16 paper); and Roxanne Dunbar Ortiz, Adopted by Jean Mendoza and Debbie Reese,
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An Indigenous Peoples' History of the United States for Young People ($18.95 paper), at:
http://www.beacon.org/.
Physicians for Social Responsibility (PSR) white paper, Alan H. Lockwood, MD, FAAN,
FANA, HEAT, FIRE, WATER How Climate Change Has Created a Public Health
Emergency, Second Edition, can be downloaded at: https://www.psr.org/wpcontent/uploads/2019/05/heat-fire-water.pdf.
Juan Obarrio, The Spirit of the Laws in Mozambique is 274 pp. for $30 paper, $90 cloth and
$10
to
$30
E-Book
from
University
of
Chicago
Press,
https://press.uchicago.edu/ucp/books/book/chicago/S/bo18241246.html.
The journal of the Native American and Indigenous Studies Association, Native American and
Indigenous Studies (NAIS): Subscription rates: Individual subscriptions are a benefit of
membership in the Native American and Indigenous Studies Association. NAISA membership is
$25–$100 annually. Institutions: $116. Outside USA add $5.00 for each year’s subscription.
Back issues and single copy rate: Individuals: $27.00; Institutions: $54.00. Digital subscriptions
available at JSTOR (http://jstor.org/r/umnpress).
Restoration Magazine is published in print and online by the National Indigenous Women’s
Resource Center, https://rm.niwrc.org/.
News from Indian Country (NFIC) published its final issue in August 2019.
Lakota Times is posted weekly at: https://www.lakotacountrytimes.com/.
"GIJN/NAJA publish eight-part guide for Indigenous Investigative Journalists," October 3,
2019 by scospernajacom,
https://najanewsroom.com/2019/10/03/gijn-naja-publish-eight-partguide-for-indigenous-investigative-journalists/, reported, The Global Investigative Journalism
Network (GIJN) and the Native American Journalists Association (NAJA) have published
an eight-part guide to encourage Indigenous investigative journalists and provide
empowering tips and tools.
The entries include background information, examples of investigative work, suggestions
for stories, and resources for information. The chapters include:
Data Journalism on Indigenous Communities
Land Ownership: Community Rights Under Threat
Investigating Criminal Justice
Exposing Exploitation and Corruption
Covering the Climate Crisis
Investigating Murdered or Missing Persons
Indigenous Data Sovereignty
Getting Documents, Dealing with Whistleblowers, and Staying Safe
This guide was written by GIJN Resource Center Director Toby McIntosh. NAJA editors
were Sterling Cosper and Rebecca Landsberry. GIJN editing by Gaelle Faure, David Kaplan,
Anne Koch, and Tanya Pampalone."
~~~
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Ph.D. Dissertations from Universities Around the World on Topics Relating to Indians in
the Americas, Compiled from Dissertation Abstracts
Jonathon Erlen, Ph.D., History of Medicine Librarian, Health Sciences Library System
University of Pittsburgh, erlen@pitt.edu
and
Jay Toth, M.A., Professor of Anthropology, SUNY Freedonia, jtoth@atlanticbb.net
IPJ hosts a regularly updated data base of American Indian related Ph.D. from 2006 – the
present. The dissertation coverage includes all languages and is international in scope as far as
Dissertation Abstracts covers. This includes most European universities, South African
universities, and a few in the Far East. They do not cover all the universities in the world, but do
a pretty good job covering first world universities. There is no coverage of Latin American
universities' dissertations. The data base is updated in each Winter and Summer issue of IPJ, and
sometimes between issues. Since ProQuest, the proviser of the lists of dissertations from which
Jonathan and Jay find Indigenous dissertations, no longer goes by months/years there will be
titles from various years added in the updates.
Dissertation
abstracts
Data
http://indigenouspolicy.org/index.php/ipj/thesis

Base

2006

–

the

present:

<><><>
Useful Web Sites
Environmental Web Sites
Indigenous Environmental Network serves as an Indigenous voice on environmental issues,
at: http://www.ienearth.org/.
UN NGO Climate Change Caucus, with numerous task forces, is at: http://climatecaucus.net.
On the Frontlines of Climate Change: A global forum for indigenous peoples, small
islands
and
vulnerable
communities
can
be
subscribed
to
at:
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http://www.climatefrontlines.org/lists/?p=subscribe.
http://www.climatefrontlines.org/en-GB/node/148.

See

postings

on

the

website

at:

350.org works around the world on climate change related issued, at: www.350.org.
Greenpeace engages on many environmental concerns, at: greenpeace.org/usa/ and
greenpeace.org/.
Friends of the Earth is involved world wide in environmental advocacy, at: foei.org.
The Union of Concerned Scientists (UCS) works on a variety of environmental, as well as
other, issues, at: www.ucsusa.org.
Environmental Action is active on numerous environmental issue, at: environmentalaction.org.
Environment America works on
https://environmentamerica.webaction.org.

environmental

issue

in

the

U.S.

at:

Food and Water Watch is active on a variety of issues relating to water and food, at:
https://www.foodandwaterwatch.org and https://secure.foodandwaterwatch.org.
The Wilderness Society works on environmental issues, particularly concerning preserving
"wild places." at: wilderness.org.
Ocean River Institute works on river and other water issue, at: oceanriver.org.
The National Wildlife Federation, at: nwf.org, and The National Wildlife Federation
Action Fund, at: https://online.nwf.org/site/SPageNavigator/ActionCenter, are concerned
with environmental issues involving wildlife in the U.S.
The Nuclear Information and Resource Service includes in its work nuclear environmental
issues, at: nirs.org.
The National Parks Conservation Association (NPCA) includes in its concerns
environmental issues relating to U.S. national parks, at: npca,org and
https://secure.npca.org/
Earth Policy Institute, dedicated to building a sustainable future as well as providing a plan
of how to get from here to there: www.earthpolicy.org.
Wiser Earth lists more than 10,700
organizations
at:
http://www.wiserearth.org/organization/

environmental
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and environmental justice

Earthwatch, the world’s largest environmental volunteer organization, founded in 1971,
works globally to help the people of the planet volunteer realize a sustainable environment:
http://www.earthwatch.org/.
Avaaz.org works internationally on environmental and peace and justice issues:
http://www.avaaz.org.
The Environmental Defense Fund works on a variety of environmental issues and policy,
including global warming induced climate change, primarily in the U.S.: http://edf.org.
Earthjustice focuses on environmental issues and action: http://action.earthjustice.org.
The Sierra Club works
http://action.sierraclub.org.

on

environmental

issues

in

the

United

States:

SaveOurEnvironemnt.org, a coalition of environmental organizations acting politically in the
U.S.: http://ga3.org/campaign/0908_endangered_species/xuninw84p7m8mxxm.
The National Resources Defense Council works on a variety of environmental issues in the
U.S.: NRhttp://www.nrdconline.org/
Care 2 is concerned
http://www.care2.com/.

about

a

variety

of

issues,

including

the

environment:

Rainmakers Oceania studies possibilities for restoring the natural environment and
humanity's rightful place in it, at: http://rainmakers-ozeania.com/0annexanchorc/aboutrainmakers.html.
Green Ships, in fall 2008, was is asking Congress to act to speed the development of new
energy efficient ships that can take thousands of trucks off Atlantic and Pacific Coast
highways, moving freight up and down the costs with far less carbon emissions and more
cheaply: http://www.greenships.org.
Carbon Fund Blog carries climate change news, links to green blogs, and a green resource
list, at: http://carbonfund.blogspot.com/2008/03/sky-is-falling.html. Carbon Fund is certifying
carbon
free
products
at:
http://www.carbonfund.org/site/pages/businesses/category/CarbonFree.
Grist carries environmental news and commentary: http://www.grist.org/news/,
Green Inc. is a new blog from The New York Times devoted to energy and the environment at:
greeninc.blogs.nytimes.com.
Planting Peace is, "A Resource Center for news and activities that seek to build a
powerful coalition to bring about cooperation and synergy between the peace movement,
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the climate crisis movement, and the organic community." Their web site includes
extensive links to organizations, articles, videos and books that make the connections, at:
http://organicconsumers.org/plantingpeace/index.cfm, Planting Peace is sponsored by the
Organic Consumers Association: http://organicconsumers.org/.
The Global Climate Change Campaign: http://www.globalclimatecampaign.org/.
The Audubon Society reports on and works on issues focused on birds, at: audubon.org.
Peace & Security Funding Index: An Analysis of Global Foundation Grantmaking is
available at: http://peaceandsecurityindex.org.
Oxfam America’s interactive website: http://adapt.oxfamamerica.org shows how social
vulnerability and climate variability impact each county in the U.S. Southwest region. The
methodology exposes how social vulnerability, not science, determines the human risk to
climate change.
The center for defense information now carries regular reports on Global Warming
& International Security at: http://www.cdi.org.
American Indian and International Indigenous Web Sites
National Congress of American Indians, ncaipress@NCAI.org, http://www.ncai.org, or 202466-7767
Native American Contractors Association, 202-758-2676, http://nativecontractors.org
National Indian Health Board, 202-507-4071, https://www.nihb.org
National Council on Urban Indian Health, 202-544-0344, https://www.ncuih.org/index
National Indian Education Association, 202-544-7290, http://www.niea.org
National American Indian Housing Council, 202-789-1754, http://naihc.net
National Indian Child Welfare Association, 503-222-4044, https://www.nicwa.org
Self-Governance Communication & Education Tribal Consortium, 918-302-0252,
https://www.tribalselfgov.org/about-sgce/staff/."
CELANEN: A Journal of Indigenous Governance is produced by the Indigenous
Governance
Program
at
the
University
of
Victoria,
at:
http://web.uvic.ca/igov/research/journal/index.htm. CELANEN (pronounced CHEL- LANGGEN) is a Saanich word for "our birthright, our ancestry, sovereignty" and sets the tone for
this annual publication containing articles, poetry, and commentary.
Native Research Network is now at: www.nativeresearchnetwork.org. Its vision statement
is: "A leadership community of American Indian, Alaska Native, Kanaka Maoli, and
Canadian Aboriginal persons promoting integrity and excellence in research". Its mission is
"To provide a pro-active network of American Indian, Alaska Native, Kanaka Maoli, and
Canadian Aboriginal persons to promote and advocate for high quality research that is
collaborative, supportive and builds capacity, and to promote an environment for research that
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operates on the principles of integrity, respect, trust, ethics, cooperation and open
communication in multidisciplinary fields". The Native Research Network (NRN) provides
networking and mentoring opportunities, a forum to share research expertise, sponsorship of
research events, assistance to communities and tribes, and enhanced research communication.
The NRN places a special emphasis on ensuring that research with Indigenous people is
conducted in a culturally sensitive and respectful manner. Its Member List serve:
NRN@lists.apa.org.
The American Journal of Indigenous Studies is a quarterly journal by the American Scholarly
Research Association (ASRA), at: www.ASRAresearch.or.
The Enduring Legacies Native Cases Initiative began in 2006 as a partnership between The
Evergreen State College, Northwest Indian College, Salish Kootenai College, and Grays
Harbor College. Our goal is to develop and widely disseminate culturally relevant curriculum
and teaching resources in the form of case studies on key issues in Indian Country:
http://nativecases.evergreen.edu/about.html.
The National Indian Housing
http://www.naihc.indian.com/.

Council

offers

a

number

of

reports

at:

The
American
Indian
Studies Consortium
is
at:
http://www.cic.uiuc.edu/programs/AmericanIndianStudiesConsortium/.
Some news sources that have been useful in putting the issues of Indigenous Policy together
are:
For reports of U.S. government legislation, agency action, and court decisions: Hobbs, Straus,
Dean and Walker, LLP, 2120 L Street NW, Suite 700, Washington, DC 20037,
http://www.hobbsstraus.com.
Indian Country Today: http://www.indiancountry.com/index.cfm?key=15.
News from Indian Country: http://www.indiancountrynews.com/.
The Navajo Times: http://www.navajotimes.com/.
IndianZ.com: http://www.indianz.com.
Pechanga Net: http://www.pechanga.net/NativeNews.html
Survival International: http://www.survival-international.org/.
Cultural Survival: http://209.200.101.189/publications/win/, or http://www.cs.org/.
Censored (in Indian Country): http://bsnorrell.blogspot.com/.
ArizonaNativeNet is a virtual university outreach and distance learning telecommunications
center devoted to the higher educational needs of Native Nations in Arizona, the United States
and the world through the utilization of the worldwide web and the knowledge-based and
technical resources and expertise of the University of Arizona, providing resources for
Native Nations nation-building, at: www.arizonanativenet.com The Forum for 'friends of
Peoples close to Nature' is a movement of groups and individuals, concerned with
the survival of Tribal peoples and their culture, in particular hunter-gatherers:
http://ipwp.org/how.html. Tebtebba (Indigenous Peoples' International Centre for Policy

382

Research and Education), with lists of projects and publications, and reports of numerous
Indigenous meetings: http://www.tebtebba.org/.
Andre Cramblit (andrekar@ncidc.org) has begun a new Native news blog continuing his
former Native list serve to provide information pertinent to the American Indian
community. The blog contains news of interest to Native Americans, Hawaiian Natives and
Alaskan Natives. It is a briefing of items that he comes across that are of broad interest to
American Indians. News and action requests are posted as are the occasional humorous entry.
The newsletter is designed to inform you, make you think and keep a pipeline of information
that is outside the mainstream media. “I try and post to it as often as my schedule permits I
scan a wide range of sources on the net to get a different perspective on Native issues and try
not to post stuff that is already posted on multiple sources such as websites or other lists”. To
subscribe to go to: http://andrekaruk.posterous.com/.
Sacred Places Convention For Indigenous Peoples provides resources for protecting sacred
places world wide. Including, news, journals, books and publishing online Weekly News and
providing an E-mail list serve, as well as holding conferences. For information go to:
http://www.indigenouspeoplesissues.com.
Mark
Trahant
Blog,
Trahant
Reports,
is
at:
http://www.marktrahant.org/marktrahant.org/Mark_Trahant.html/
The journal of the Native American and Indigenous Studies Association, Native American and
Indigenous Studies (NAIS): Subscription rates: Individual subscriptions are a benefit of
membership in the Native American and Indigenous Studies Association. NAISA membership is
$25–$100 annually. Institutions: $116. Outside USA add $5.00 for each year’s subscription.
Back issues and single copy rate: Individuals: $27.00; Institutions: $54.00. Digital subscriptions
available at JSTOR (http://jstor.org/r/umnpress).
UANativeNet, formerly Arizona NativeNet, is a resource of topics relevant to tribal nations
and Indigenous Peoples, particularly on matters of law and governance.
The Harvard Project on American Indian Economic Development offers a number of
reports
and
its
“Honoring
Indian
Nations”
at:
http://www.ksg.harvard.edu/hpaied/res_main.htm.
The Seventh generation Fund online Media Center: www.7genfund.org
Native Earthworks Preservation, an organization committed to preserving American
Indian sacred sites, is at: http://nativeearthworkspreservation.org/.
Indianz.Com has posted Version 2.0 of the Federal Recognition Database, an online
version of the Acknowledgment Decision Compilation (ADC), a record of documents that the
Bureau of Indian Affairs has on file for dozens of groups that have made it through the federal
recognition process. The ADC contains over 750 MB of documents -- up from over 600MB in
version 1.2 -- that were scanned in and cataloged by the agency's Office of Federal
Acknowledgment. The new version includes has additional documents and is easier to use. It
is available at: http://www.indianz.com/adc20/adc20.html.
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Tribal Link has an online blog at: http://triballinknewsonline.blogspot.com.
Restoration Magazine, National Indigenous Women’s Resource Center, is at:
https://rm.niwrc.org/.
Lakota Times is posted weekly at: https://www.lakotacountrytimes.com/.
The National Indian Education Association: http://www.niea.org/.
Climate Frontlines is a global forum for indigenous peoples, small islands and vulnerable
communities,
running
discussions,
conferences
and
field
projects:
http://www.climatefrontlines.org/.
Cry of the Native Refugee web site, http://cryofthenativerefugee.com, is dedicated to “The
True Native American History.”
First Peoples World Wide, focuses "on funding local development projects in Indigenous
communities all over the world while creating bridges between our communities and
corporations, governments, academics, NGOs and investors in their regions. We facilitate the
use of traditional Indigenous knowledge in solving today’s challenges, including climate
change, food security, medicine, governance and sustainable development:"
http://firstpeoples.org.
The RaceProject has a FacE-Book age that is a forum for the dissemination and discussion
of contemporary Race and Politics issues. It includes a continuing archive of news stories,
editorial opinion, audio, video and pointed exchanges between academics, graduate students
and members of the lay-public. Those interested can visit and sign up to the page at:
http://www.facE-Book.com/RaceProject.
Rematriation Magazine provides A safe, online space for Indigenous women's voices, at:
rematriation.com.
The International Institute
http://tinyurl.com/yaykznz.

for

Indigenous

Resource

Management

is

at:

The Newberry Library received a grant in August, 2007, from the National Endowment for
the Humanities to fund “Indians of the Midwest and Contemporary Issues.” The McNickle
Center will construct this multimedia website designed to marry the Library’s rich
collections on Native American history with state-of-the art interactive web capabilities
to reveal the cultural and historical roots of controversial issues involving Native
Americans today. These include conflicts over gaming and casinos, fishing and hunting
rights, the disposition of Indian artifacts and archeological sites, and the use of Indian images
in the media. In addition to historical collections, the site will also feature interviews with
contemporary Native Americans, interactive maps, links to tribal and other websites, and
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social
networking.
For
swicegoodc@newberry.org.

more

information

contact

Céline

Swicegood,

The site www.pressdisplay.com has scanned and searchable versions of thousands of
newspapers daily from around the world. These are not truncated "online versions". You
can view the actually pages of the paper published for that day. There are also 100's of US
papers included daily. The service also allows you to set search terms or search particular
papers daily. The service will also translate papers into English.
Native Voice Network (NVN: www.NativeVoiceNetwork.org), is a national alliance of
Organizations interested in collaborative advocacy on issues impacting Native people locally
and nationally.
The Northern California Indian Development Council has a web-based archive of
traditional images and
sounds at: http://www.ncidc.org/.
Resource sites in the Indian Child Welfare Act (ICWA): National Indian Child
Welfare
Association: http://www.nicwa.org, offers include publications, a library,
information packets, policy information and
research.
NICWA's
Publication
Catalog
is
at:
Http://www.nicwa.org/resources/catalog/index.asp’
Information
Packets
are
at: http://www.nicwa.org/resources/infopackets/index.asp. Online ICWA
Courses are at: http://www.nicwa.org/services/icwa/index.asp. The Indian Child Welfare Act:
An Examination of State Compliance,
from
the Casey
Foundation
is
at:
http://www.casey.org/Resources/Publications/NICWAComplianceInArizona.htm.
Tribal
Court Clearinghouse ICWA Pages, with a brief review of ICWA and
links to many valuable resources including Federal agencies and Native organizations.
http://www.tribal-institute.org/lists/icwa.htm. Other resource sources
are:
the
Indian
Law
Resource Center: www.indianlaw.org, the
National Indian Justice Center: www.nijc.indian.com. Other sites can be found through
internet
search
engines
such
as
Google. Some research
web
sites
for
ICWA
include:
http://www.calindian.org/legalcenter_icwa.htm,
http://www.narf.org/nill/resources/indianchildwelfare.htm,
http://www.tribalinstitute.org/lists/icwa.htm,
http://www.nicwa.org/library/library.htm,
http://www.nationalcasa.org/JudgesPage/Newsletter-4-04.htm,
http://www.dlncoalition.org/dln_issues/2003_icwaresolution.htm,
http://www.helpstartshere.org/Default.aspx?PageID=401,
http://cbexpress.acf.hhs.gov/articles.cfm?section_id=2&issue_id=2001-0,
http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi- bin/query/z?i104:I04296:i104HUGHES.html,
http://nccrest.edreform.net/resource/13704, http://www.naicja.org,
http://www.tribal-institute.org/.
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Tribal College Journal (TCJ) provides to news related to American Indian higher education:
tribalcollegejournal.org.
American Indian Graduate Center: http://www.aigcs.org.
The Minneapolis American Indian Center's Native Path To Wellness Project of the Golden
Eagle Program has developed a publication, Intergenerational Activities from a Native
American Perspective that has been accepted by Penn State for their Intergenerational Web
site: http://intergenerational.cas.psu.edu/Global.html.
The Indigenous Nations and Peoples Law, Legal Scholarship Journal has recently been
created on line by the Social
Science
Research Network, with
sponsorship
The National Council of Urban Indian Health is at: http://www.ncuih.org/.
Wicazo Sa Review, i an interdisciplinary journal devoted to the mission of assisting indigenous
peoples of the Americas in taking possession of their own intellectual and creative pursuits, is at:
https://americanindian.clas.asu.edu/review.
A web site dedicated to tribal finance, www.tribalfinance.org.
Lessons In Tribal Sovereignty, at: http://sorrel.humboldt.edu/~go1/kellogg/intro.html,
features Welcome to American Indian Issues: An Introductory and Curricular Guide for
Educators. The contents were made possible by the American Indian Civics Project (AICP), a
project initially funded by the W.K. Kellogg Foundation's Native American Higher Education
Initiative, The primary goal of the AICP is to provide educators with the tools to educate
secondary students - Indian and non-Native alike - about the historical and contemporary
political, economic, and social characteristics of sovereign tribal nations throughout the United
States.
The Columbia River Inter-Tribal Fish Commission (CRITFC) has a blog as part of its
Celilo Legacy project, serving as a clearinghouse for public discourse, information, events,
activities, and memorials. The blog is accessible by going to www.critfc.org and clicking on
the "Celilo Legacy blog" image, or by simply entering: www.critfc.org/celilo.
The Coeur d’Alene Tribe of Idaho has Rezkast, a Web site of Native affairs and culture at:
www.rezkast.com.
A listing of the different Alaska Native groups' values and other traditional information is on
the Alaska Native Knowledge website at: www.ankn.uaf.edu.
Red Nation Web Television: www.rednation.com.
A list of Indigenous Language Conferences is kept at the Teaching Indigenous Languages
web site at Northern Arizona University: http://www2.nau.edu/jar/Conf.html.
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UNESCO Interactive Atlas of the World's Languages in Danger is at
http://www.unesco.org/culture/ich/index.php?pg=00206. For a detailed cautionary note about
the usefulness of the UNESCO Atlas, see Peter K. Austin's comments. He is the Marit Rausing
chair in field linguistics and director of
linguistics at
SOAS
in
the UK: http://blogs.usyd.edu.au/elac/2009/02/unescos_atlas_of_the_worlds_la_1.ht
The Council of Elders, the governing authority of the Government Katalla-Chilkat
Tlingit (provisional government): Kaliakh Nation (Region XVII) has initiated a web site in
order to expose crimes against humanity committed upon the original inhabitants of
Alaska, at: http://www.katalla-chilkat-tlingit.com/.
An interactive website, www.cherokee.org/allotment, focuses on the Allotment Era in
Cherokee History during the period from 1887 to 1934, when Congress divided American
Indian reservation lands into privately owned parcels that could be (and widely were) sold to
non Indians, threatening tribal existence.
The Blue Lake Rancheria of California launched a web site, Fall 2007, featuring the nation’s
history, philosophy, economic enterprise, community involvement, and other topics, with
many-links. One purpose of the site is to make tribal operations transparent. It is at:
www.bluelakerancheria-nsn.gov.
UN Secretariat of the Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues: www.un.org/indigenous,
The newsletter Message Stick highlighting the activities of the United Nations Permanent
Forum on Indigenous Issues (UNPFII)
and
its
Secretariat 05
is
available at:
http://www.un.org/esa/socdev/unpfii/news/quarterlynewsle_home1.htm.
Indigenous Rights Quarterly can be accessed at: http://www.aitpn.org/irq.htm.
NGO Society for Threatened Peoples International, in consultative status to the United
Nations ECOSOC, and in participatory status with the Council of Europe, Indigenous Peoples
Department, USA: http://www.gfbv.de.
The Unrepresented Nations and Peoples Organization (UNPO): http://www.unpo.org/.
The Native Studies Research Network, UK, University of East Anglia, Norwich is at:
.http://www.nsrn- uk.org/.
The World Indigenous Higher Education Consortium (WINHEC) and its Journal are
online at: http://www.win-hec.org/. (See the Ongoing Activities Section for more on
WINHEC). The WINHEC site includes links to other Indigenous organizations and
institutions.
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A
link
on
Latin
American
Indigenous
Peoples:
http://web.worldbank.org/WBSITE/EXTERNAL/COUNTRIES/LACEXT/0,,contentMDK:2
0505834~menuP K:258559~pagePK:146736~piPK:226340~theSitePK:258554,00.html
The Asian Indigenous and Tribal Peoples Network produces occasional
papers and reports at: http://www.aitpn.org/Issues/II-08-07.htm.
>>>-------((((+))))-------<<<

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Employment Opportunity at UNC Pembroke
FAEL Project Coordinator
Minimum Requirements:
Master’s degree in Educational Leadership or related field and a minimum of three years public school experience,
administrative experience, and/or higher education experience, or equivalent combination of training and
experience. Experience working with grant programs.
Primary Purpose of Position:
Responsibilities include the development, growth and maintenance of the First Americans’ Educational Leadership
(FAEL) Program. Position will supervise support staff and work with American Indian Educational Leadership –
School Administration candidates seeking NC licensure.
Job Description:
Administrative responsibilities for the development, growth and maintenance of the First Americans’ Educational
Leadership (FAEL) Program. Position will supervise support staff and work with American Indian Educational
Leadership – School Administration candidates seeking NC licensure. Specific responsibilities include:
• Establish and maintain effective project organizational and administrative structures;
• Student recruitment and enrollment in Educational Leadership School Administration program;
• Develop and sustain appropriate communication and other linkages with officials;
• Coordinate workshops, seminars, meetings, and conference participation;
• Facilitate the involvement of the FAEL Advisory Council and the partnerships in the implementation of program
methodologies;
• Coordinate and attend meetings convened by the Department Chair, Provost and Vice Chancellor for Academic
Affairs and/or Chancellor of the University;
• Maintain files on FAEL participants, including educational advisement sessions and progress in their course of
study;
• Work with the program director to ensure expenditures meet the requirements of the grant sponsor;
• Supervise the collection/analysis of data for evaluation concerning achievement of project/activity goals and
objectives; write evaluation reports; and consult with pertinent staff and faculty members;
• Assist in the preparation of progress reports to university administration and the grant sponsor.
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This position is grant-funded and time-limited through September 30, 2023.

Dr. Camille Locklear Goins, ‘02, ‘08
Assistant Professor/ FAEL Project Director,
Department of Educational Leadership and Specialties
1 University Drive I PO Box 1510 I Pembroke, NC 28372
O: 910-521-6528 I Fax: 910-521-6165
MSA Website I camille.goins@uncp.edu
FAEL Website I FAEL Blogpage

(~~~~~~~<>~~~~~~~)
College of Liberal Arts at the University of Connecticut making a cluster hire in Native
American and Indigenous Studies
The College of Liberal Arts at the University of Connecticut is making a cluster hire in Native
American and Indigenous Studies. We are looking to hire three scholars: one tenured Associate/
Full Professor and two tenure-track Assistant Professors. The positions can be in any of the
following departments: Anthropology, English, History, Literatures Cultures and Languages,
Philosophy, Political Science, and Sociology. Further details are contained in the job ads below.
Any questions about the positions or the initiative can be directed to the search co-chairs, Chris
Vials christopher.vials@uconn.edu and Mark Healey mark.healey@uconn.edu .
Review of applications will begin on February 15.
Associate/ Full Professor https://academicjobsonline.org/ajo/jobs/15897
Assistant Professor (x2) https://academicjobsonline.org/ajo/jobs/15896
-+-+-+-+<::::::><><><><>(+)<><><><><:::::::>+-+-+-+-
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